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PREFACE. 

Thb  following  history  of  Aberdeenshire  was  undertaken  under  thp 
impression  that  there  was  no  publication  within  a  moderate  price  to 
which  the  general  reader,  the  man  of  business,  or  the  statistician 
oould  have  access,  and  that  the  most  approved  books  of  reference  were 
published  previous  to  extensive  changes  which  have  of  late  taken 
plaoe  both  in  our  local  and  national  relations. 

To  supply  this  desideratum,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  Editor  to 
give  correct  statistics  as  to  population,  poor  and  parochial  funds,  for 
the  year  ended  14th  May,  1871 ;  and  the  valuation  of  each  parochial 
division,  from  the  published  Valuation  Roll  of  the  County,  for  the 
year  1872-73 ;  the  number  of  agricultural  holdings,  according  to  a 
classified  Ust ;  and  the  names  of  the  landowners'in  each  parii^  who 
are  proprietors  of  subjects  of  the  yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  and  upwards. 

The  Agricultural  Returns  for  Aberdeenshire,  published  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  years  1871-72,  have  been  given ;  and  the 
general  return  of  the  population,  acreage  of  cultivated  and  unculti- 
vated land  in  each  County  in  Scotland,  and  the  number  of  occupiers. 

The  principal  rivers  and  streams,  along  with  the  leading  lines  of 
roads  (old  turnpikes)  and  railways  within  the  County,  have  been 
fully  described.  Meteorological  Tables  have  been  given  for  the  years 
1861  to  1872  inclusive,  from  observations  made  at  the  different 
stations,  showing  the  amount  of  rainfall;  and  tables  showing  the 
mean  temperatiue  at  six  different  stations  also  in  the  Countyi  and 
at  several  other  places  in  Scotland  and  in  England. 

A  complete  list  of  the  Fairs  and  Markets  held  within  the  County 
is  added  to  the  general  statistics ;  and  the  Fiars*  Prices  for  the  County 
are  given  at  page  546,  for  the  years  1853  to  1872  inclusive. 

School  Board  Statistics  have  been  given  where  practicable ;  and 
although  perfect  accuracy  could  not  1^  obtained,  the  Editor  flatters 
himself  that  in  general  they  will  be  found  correct 

As  to  the  Topographical,  Geological,  Botanical,  and  Commercial 
aectiona  of  the  work,  the  heat  works  on  these  subjects  have  been  con- 
sulted ;  and  in  particular,  in  illustrating  the  topography,  the  altitudes 
given  on  the  Oidnance  ^ps  have  been  in  most  cases  adhered  to.  In 
the  Geological  section,  the  Author  has  been  guided  chiefly  by  the  re- 
searches of  MaccuUoch,  Macgillivray,  Nicol,  Knight,  and  Cunning- 
ham; while  the  Botanical,  Agricultural,  and  Commercial  sections 
have  been  compiled  ftom  various  sources  of  the  most  reliable  nature. 
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The  gross  acreage  of  each  parish  has,  in  general,  been  taken  firom 
,  the  Ordnance  Survej ;  and  where  such  was  not  ayaUable  at  the  time 
for  the  purpose  of  this  work,  an  estimate  has  been  formed  from  the 
best  authorities  extant. 

In  the  descriptive  portions  of  the  work,  there  will  be  found  an  out- 
line of  the  most  approved  routes  to  the  different  localities  within  the 
County,  and  the  best  mode  of  approaching  the  more  remote  places  by 
"  road  and  rail." 

The  Historical  and  Antiquarian  sections  have  been  compiled  from 
the  most  authentic  history  on  record,  and  the  author's  name  given 
where  known. 

The  Publishers  would  esteem  it  a  favour  by  all  who  purchase  thft 
work,  if  they  would  note  any  changes  which  may  have  taken  place 
within  the  past  few  years  in  the  different  localities  wherein  they 
reside,  and  transmit  the  same  to  them. 

The  Publishers  also  desire  to  express  their  regret  to  subscnbers 
that  the  publication  has  l>ecn  so  long  delayed,  and  to  say  that 
the  delay  has  been  partly  caused  by  the  increased  size  of  the  Ixwk. 
A  considerable  amount  of  labour  was  also  caused  by  the  School  Boaid 
Statistics,  which  wei-e  of  too  great  impoitance  to  be  omitted. 
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In  point  of  extent,  Aberdeeuslilrc  stands  fourth  among  the  single 
counties  of  Scotland — ^Argj'leshire  being  first,  Inverness  secondy  and 
Perth  thircL  In  point  of  popnlation  it  ranks  third — Lanurkishire 
being  firsts  and  Midlothian,  or  Edinburgh,  second ;  while,  in  com- 
parison with  these  two  latter  counties,  about  one  half  of  its  extent  is 
an  unproductive  waste,  covered  with  peat  moss,  barron  stony  heaths, 
scantily  covered  heath-cLid  rocky  mountains,  and  about  one-twelfth 
of  its  whole  area  is  covered  with  plantations  and  natural  grown  ti-ees 
of  various  ages,  condition,  and  quality. 

We  may  judge  fjurly  enough  of  the  indnstry  of  the  inhabiUmts  of 
any  country  from  the  appearance  it  exhibits,  and  of  the  capibilities  of 
the  soil ;  but  without  some  previous  knowledge  of  what  it  has  been,  we 
can  only  form  a  veiy  vague  estimate  of  the  labour  and  expense  which 
have  accomplished  the  improvement  and  melioration  of  the  soil 
over  QDe-haJf  of  such  a  wide  district  as  that  of  the  County  of  Aber- 
deen ;  and  when  comparing  the  improvements  effected  in  one  district 
with  those  of  another,  we  ought  to  take  into  acconnt  the  difficulties 
and  obstructions  which  the  improvers  in  the  one  case  had  to  sur- 
monnty  and  the  facilities  with  which  the  others  were  able  to  bring  their 
improvements  into  a  profitable  state,  otherwise  we  shall  fall  into 
error.  We  may  be  guilt}*,  unintentionally,  of  reproaching  people  for 
appearances  which  they  were  unable  to  countei*act  or  overcome,  and 
bestowing  praise  where  nature  and  fertility  of  the  soil  had  been  easily 
stimulated  into  rich  productiveness,  with  small  aid  from  man. 

In  a  genial  climate,  and  where  the  soil  is  rich,  man  has  less  to  do 
than  when}  nature  has  withheld  these  advantages.  Luxuriant  crops, 
thrivuig  cattle,  sleek  horses,  and,  at  the  proper  season,  well-filled 
barnyards,  arc  very  pleasant  things  to  behold,  and  very  desirable, 
bat  not  aU  that  is  necessaiy  to  give  one  a  correct  idea  of  the  climate 
and  soil  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  northern  counties  of  Scotland. 
It  does,  however,  happen  sometimes  that  superficial  observers  are  satis- 
fied with  such  flattering  appearances.  They  look  upon  wliat  is  Iwforo 
them,  forgetting,  if  ever  they  were  told,  that  in  such  a  variable  and 
fickle  climate,  we  have  had,  and  are  likely  to  have  again,  late  and  l)ad 
harvests,  finger-and-toe  among  oiu:  turnips,  potato  blight,  and  cattle 
plague,  destroying  our  fine  herds  to  an  alarming  extent,  oflen  seriously 
affecting  the  meat  supply  of  the  whole  countiy.  Of  late  years,  im- 
piovements  effected  by  drainage  in  many  parts  of  the  country  have 


Yh  INTBODUCnON. 

brought  the  cereal  orops  sooner  to  maturity.  Finger-and-toe  amongst 
our  turnips  is  established,  and  year  by  year  the  disease  is  increasiiig  ; 
but  the  origin  and  spread  of  the  disease  remain  a  mystery.  The 
potato  blight  first  made  its  appearance  in  1846,  when  comparatively 
few  sound  tubers  were  left ;  and  ever  since  we  have  had  the  disease 
among  them  with  more  or  less  virulence.  Cattle  stock  from  time 
immemorial  have  been  subject  to  various  complaints,  but  latterly 
pleuro  and  rinderpest  have  dealt  death  and  destruction  everywhere 
among  the  bovine  race.  Cattle  and  sheep  stock  have  been,  of  late 
years,  subject  to  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  addition  to  "  other  ills 
their  flesh  is  heir  to."  Horses,  our  noblest  quadruped,  have  been 
remarkably  exempt  from  disease,  so  has  the  ass,  that  best  ill-used 
animal  in  the  land;  so  have  the  pigs  and  goats,  and  all  kinds  of 
domestic  poultry — ^not  so  the  grouse  upon  the  mountains,  as  they  too 
have  been  afflicted  with  a  most  mysterious  malady. 

Upwards  of  twenty-five  years  ago,  Sir  Robert  PeeFs  government 
advanced  half  a  million  sterling  of  money  to  Scotland,  under  a  drainage 
loan,  repayable  in  22  years  at  6|  per  cent.,  reckoning  principal  and 
interest,  and  in  no  county  in  Scotland  was  that  loan  taken  advantage 
of  so  much  as  in  Aberdeenshire.  But  large  as  the  sums  which  were 
expended  under  that  loan,  it  was  but  small  compared  with  what  has 
been  expended  on  drainage  by  landlords  and  tenants,  "  conjunctly  and 
severally  ; "  and  within  the  period  mentioned,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be 
able  to  observe  the  many  substantial  improvements  both  in  the  drain- 
age and  the  improvement  of  waste  land,  bogs,  and  mosses,  which  have 
taken  place  all  over  the  country. 

The  attention  which  has  lately  been  bestowed  by  a  royal  commission 
on  the  game  laws,  naturally  enough  has  become  a  question  of  some 
importance  to  the  agriculturist  in  this  country,  especially  that  of 
ground  game — hares  and  rabbits,  animals  which  are  to  a  considerable 
extent  fed  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer.  Probably  there  are  not  more 
than  ten  plague  spots  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  where  anything  like 
an  overstock  of  game  is  permitted  :  therefore,  it  is  not  justice  to  the 
great  majority  of  the  proprietors  of  land  in  the  County  to  say  that  they 
preserve  or  encourage  the  preservation  of  such  animals  to  the  manifest 
injury  of  the  farmers'  crops.  In  the  lower  and  middle  districts  of  the 
County,  the  hill  ground  is  used  alike  for  grazing  and  spurting  purposes, 
where  cattle,  sheep,  and  grouse  live  together  in  harmony,  and  are  no- 
wise afraid  or  jealous  of  each  other.  On  the  higher  mountains,  and 
in  the  more  remote  glens  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  counties  of 
Banff,  Inverness,  Perth,  and  Forfar,  deer  forests  exist,  but  mostly  in 
regions  where  no  other  animal  could  find  a  home  and  sustenance  for 
even  five  months  in  the  year,  except  the  red  deer;  and  where  no  four- 
footed  beast  could  exist  at  all  during  the  winter  and  early  spring 
months. 

Recent  statistics  show  that  the  manufacturing  population  has  in- 
creased largely  within  these  few  years,  hence  it  may  be  inferred  that 
our  manufactories  must  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.      Our  paper 
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maimfhctories  on  Donside  and  on  Dee,  employ  a  large  number  of 
people  of  both  sexes.  Our  woollen  manu&ctories  in  Aberdeen,  and  in 
yariona  parts  of  the  County,  employ  many  thousand  people.  Those 
who  mannfiicture  flax  and  cotton,  and  those  who  weave  winceys,  and 
make  combs,  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  City ;  and  the  last  census 
shows  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  hands  employed  over 
that  in  1861.  Shipbuilding  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen  has  acquired  a 
worid-wide  renown,  particularly  in  the  building  of  large  clipper  ships  . 
for  foreign  trade,  and  latterly  in  building  a  certain  class  of  iron  screw 
steam  vessels. 

The  imports  of  foreign  timber  have  lately  increased  within  the  past 
few  years,  while  the  value  of  home  grown  wood  has  been  on  the  in- 
crease, especially  that  description  of  it  used  in  mining  operations  and 
for  barrel  staves.  The  herring  fishing  on  our  coast  has  been  gradually 
on  the  increase  for  some  years  past,  and  latterly  Aberdeen  has  become 
an  important  herring  fishing  station.  Our  provision  curing  establish- 
ments are  numerous,  and  on  the  increase,  which  is  probably  owing  to 
our  proximity  to  a  large  meat  producing  country,  and  they  now  employ 
about  double  the  number  of  hands  they  did  10  years  ago. 

The  demand  for  stones  from  the  different  quarries  all  over  the 
country  has  been  on  the  increase,  and  our  stone  cutters  and  granite 
polishers  have  been  doing  a  large  home  and  foreign  trade.  But  to  enter 
more  minutely  into  such  topics  would  be  only  anticipating  observa- 
tions which,  fall  to  be  made  under  the  parochial  divisions  of  the  work, 
and  unsuitable  to  an  introductory  chapter.  We  may  here  merely  state, 
that  the  work  does  contain  accurate  vital  and  other  statistics  of  each 
parish  within  the  County,  with  some  account  of  the  industrial  pursuits 
of  the  people  generally,  their  sanatory  state,  and  educational  means, 
with  other  matter  respecting  the  social  condition  of  the  country,  and 
of  its  trade  and  commerce ;  always  keeping  in  view  that  the  prosperity 
of  a  nation  depends  entirely  on  the  labour  of  its  inhabitants,  and  on 
the  number  of  those  who  are  usefully  employed,  whether  on  the 
manufacture  of  raw  material,  of  native  production,  or  that  of  foreign 
import 
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ABERDEENSHIRE. 


Aberdeenshire  forms  the  north-eastern  corner  of  Scotland, 
and  is  situated  betwixt  56°.52'  and  57°.42'  north  latitude ;  and 
between  1°  48'  and  3°. 46'  west  longitude  from  Greenwich.  It 
h;is  a  sea-board — ^from  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  and  the  Girdle- 
ness  at  Al>erdeen,  to  the  Tore  of  Troup  at  Pennan  in  Aberdour 
parish,  which  measures  62  miles,  following  the  sinuosities  of 
the  coast — ^and  from  its  semi-circular  shape,  radiating  about  20 
miles  from  the  church  of  Methlick,  it  may  be  styled  promon- 
toriaL 

Boundaries. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  small  portions  of  the  parishes 
of  Banff'  and  Alvah,  and  the  parish  oi  Gamrie  in  Banffshire, 
and  bv  the  Moray  Firth,  from  Pennan  to  Kinnaird*s  Head,  at 
Fraserburgh.  On  the  East  by  the  German  Ocean,  from  Kin- 
naird's  Head,  to  the  Girdleness  at  Aberdeen.  On  the  South  by 
about  14  miles  of  the  lower  course  of  the  river  Dee,  and  the 
county  of  Kincardine ;  the  tops  of  the  Grampian  rano;e,  and 
the  counties  of  Forfar  and  PertL  And  on  trie  West  hy  the 
Braeriach  mountains,  and  Inverness-shire,  and  partly  by  the 
Glenlivat  hills,  and  partly  by  the  lower  course  of  the  river 
Doveran,  and  the  county  of  Banff. 

Extent, 

The  greatest  brea^lth  of  the  County  from  south  to  north,  is 
from  Aberdeen  to  Kinnaird's  Head,  measuring  in  a  direct  line 
40J  miles.  Its  greatest  length,  from  north-east  to  south-west 
is  from  Caimbulg  Head  to  Cairn  Ealer,  on  the  confines  of  Perth 
and  Inverness  shires,  measuring  in  a  direct  line,  86  miles.  The 
whole  area  is  computed  to  be  1970  square  miles,  or  1,260,625 
acres ;  and  accordmg  to  the  agricultural  returns  published  by 
the  statistical  department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  year 
1872,  the  acreage  returned  for  Aberdeenshire  is  585,299  acres, 
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as  being  under  com  and  turnip  crops ;  fallow,  rotation,  au<l 
other  grasses ;  and  93,580  acres  of  wood,  and  nursery  otouikI, 
exclusive  of  gardens  and  shrubberies,  which  would  leave  a 
balance  of  581,746  acres  of  mountain  land,  moors,  peat  mosses, 
water,  and  waste. 

Topography. 

In  its  general  features,  the  south-western  half  of  the  County 
is  very  mountainous.  The  western  portion,  south  of  the  Dee, 
forms  part  of  the  Grampian  range,  and  in  this  division  lie  the 
forests  of  Birse,  Glentanar,  Glenmuick,  Balmoral,  Balloch-buie 
or  Callater,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  Mar  forest.  The  most 
conspicuous  moimtains  are  the  Peterhill  (2023  feet),  and  the 
Gainach  (2396  feet)  in  Birse ;  the  Cockairn  (2390  feet),  and 
Mount  Keen  (3077  feet)  in  Glentanar;  Lair-ardarrari  (2726 
feet^  in  Glenmuick ;  Lochnagar  (3786  feet^  in  Crathie  ;  the 
Tollmount  (3146  feet).  Meal  O'dhair  (3019  feet),  the  Caimwell 
hill  (3019  feet),  the  Scarsoch-ridge  (3430  feet),  and  Cairn  Ealer 
(3340  feet),  in  Braemar,  all  above  sea  level  ordnance  survey 
datum  line.  The  middle  range  of  mountains  which  divides  the 
country,and  fluvial  territories  of  theDee,  and  theDon,runs  from 
the  Brimmond  (860  feet)  in  Newhills  ;  westwards  by  the  Keir- 
hill  (750  feet)  in  Skene  ;  the  Barmekan  (900  feet)  in  Echt ;  the 
nortnern  tops  of  Fare-Craigshannoch  (1330  feet)  in  Midmar ; 
BenaquhaUe  (1620  feet)  in  Kincardine  O'Neil ;  the  Tirebegear 
hills  (1563  feet)  in  CouU ;  the  Soccoth  (2014  feet)  in  Leochel 
Cushnie ;  the  feroomhill,  or  the  Dava  (1882  feet)  between 
Cromar  and  Towie;  and  by  the  ridge  of  the  Tillypronie, 
and  Deskryhills,  to  the  Blue  Cairn  of  ilorven  (2954  feet),  and 
thence  westward,  by  the  ridges  of  Wester  Morven,  the  Scroulach 
(2780  feet),  and  the  Glaschills  (1740  feet),  to  the  source  of  the 
Don,  in  Corgarfi',  which  is  2070  feet  above  sea  level 

Westwarcis,  between  the  source  of  the  Don  and  the  source  of 
the  Dee,  lie  the  Ben-avon  mountains,  which  divide  Aberdeen 
and  Banft'  shires,  and  the  forests  of  Invercauld  and  Mar  from 
those  of  Glenavon  and  Glenmore.  The  highest  mountains  in 
this  ranffe  are  those  of  Ben-avon  (3826  feet),  Ben-a-buird  (3850 
feet),  and  Ben-mac-dhui  (4296  feet),  which  is  the  second  highest 
mountain  in  Scotland ;  Ben-nevis  in  Inverness-shire,  about  110 
feet  higher,  being  the  highest  mountain  in  Great  Britain. 

The  most  westerly  range  of  mountains,  as  between  Aberdeen 
and  Inverness-shires,  runs  southwards  from  Ben-mac-dhui  to 
Cairn  Ealer,  and  divides  the  forests  of  Mar,  and  Badenoch,  and 
the  fluvial  territory  of  the  Dee,  and  the  Spey.  The  most  con- 
spicuous mountains  on  this  boundary,  are  those  of  Caimtoul 
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(4220  feet),and  theBrae-riach  ridge,  or  speckled  moimtain(422o 
feet),  being  the  second  highest  mountain  in  Aberdeenshire. 

The  range  of  mountains  toward  the  north,  between  the  Don, 
the  Ury,  and  the  Gadie,  commences  with  the  Millstone  hill 
(1340  feet),  and  the  Mither  Tap  of  Benachie  (1696  feet),  and 
runs  westward  by  the  Oxen  Craigs  (1732  feet),  the  Brindy  and 
the  Suie  hills  (1362  feet),  the  Correen  hills  (1568  feet),  and  ter- 
minates in  Lord  Arthur's  Cairn  (1698  feet),  on  the  N.  W.  of 
the  Howe  of  Alford. 

The  most  northerly  range  of  mountains  commences  with  the 


Boffie-side.  This  ridge  is  intersected  by  the  Glens  of  Foudland 
ana  the  water  of  Ury,  which  has  its  source  on  the  borders  of 
Gartly,  north  of  the  Foudland  hills. 

The  westerly  range  of  hills  which  lies  between  Strathbogie 
and  the  Doveran,  commences  with  the  Clashmach  (1250  feet), 
S.  W.  of  Huntly,  and  runs  southward  by  the  Tap  O'Noth  (1852 
feet),  in  Rhynie ;  Knocalliochie  (1152  feet),  and  Towanreef,  in 
Auchindoir,  to  the  Buck  of  Cabrach  (2368  feet),  with  the  Clova 
and  Kildrummy  ridge  of  hills,  which  runs  southward  from  the 
Buck,  to  the  Glascull-hill,  on  Don  side.  From  the  Buck,  the 
Alpine  country  runs  westerly  by  the  source  of  the  Doveran, 
the  Sgroilleach  (2432  feet),  Dhun,  or  Cairn  Mhor  (2680  feet), 
and  the  Lecht  (2432  feet),  and  terminates  on  the  east  of  the 
transverse  valley  of  the  water  of  Aven,  a  tributary  of  the  Spey. 
This  mountainous  range  of  country  divides  the  parishes  of 
Cabrach,  Glenbucket,  and  Strathdon,  in  Aberdeenshire,  from 
the  parishes  of  Inveraven  and  Kirkmichael,  in  Banfi'shire. 

North  of  the  Doveran,  and  in  the  parishes  of  Huntly  and 
Caimev,  there  is  the  Beinn-hill  (1050  feet),  with  the  riage  of 
hills  wnich  runs  south  westwards  therefrom,  through  the  parish 
of  Glass,  and  the  more  northerly  ridge  of  the  Balloch  (1208 
feet),  which  divides  Aberdeen  anci  Banff  shires,  and  the  parishes 
of  Caimey  and  Keith. 

In  the  north-west  lower  division  of  the  County,  there  is  the 
Foreman  hill  (1130  feet),  which  divides  the  parishes  of  Forgue 
and  Rothiemay,  and  the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  In 
the  north  and  eastern  parts  of  the  County,  the  hills  are  of  an 
undulating  description,  and  in  general  they  are  separated  by 
lower  moorland  tracts,  and  undiuatory  flats  of  cultivated  lanu, 
extending  for  many  miles  in  length  and  breadth,  occasionally 
intpmipted  by  circumscribed  areas  of  extensive  peat  bogs. 

The  most  northerly  chain  of  hills  lies  to  the  north  of  the  vil- 
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lage  of  Byth,  on  the  borders  of  Bauft'sliire.  The  Byth  and 
Aberdour  hills  are  710  feet  above  sea  level ;  the  Bonny  Kelly 
hills  (620  feet),  in  New  Deer  ;  the  Pitsliffo  hill  (646  feet)  in 
Tyrie  ;  the  hill  of  Mormond  (744  feet)  in  Strichen  ;  the  Windy 
hills  (430  feet)  in  Fy vie  ;  the  hill  of  Crichie  (530  feet)  and  the 
hill  of  Skelmuir  (494  feet^  in  Old  Deer ;  the  hill  of  Dudwick 
(562  feet)  and  the  Elphin  nill  (450  feet)  in  Ellon  ;  and  the  ridge 
of  Torhenry  (450  feet)  between  Longside  and  Cruden,  which 
joins  the  transverse  ridge  of  the  Blackhills,  and  of  the  Stirling 
niU  (260  feet)  between  Peterhead  and  Cruden,  and  terminates 
in  the  promontory  of  Buehan-ness,  about  three  miles  south  of 
Peterhead. 

In  the  eastern  division  of  the  County,  as  between  the  Don 
and  the  Ythan,  the  most  conspicuous  hills  are  those  of  Tar- 
bathie  (108  feet}  in  Old  Machar ;  the  Overhill  (445  feet)  in 
Belhelvie  ;  the  hill  of  Tillygreig  (500  feet)  in  Udny  ;  the  Lawal 
liill  (772  feet)  and  the  Camphill  of  Barra  (634  feet)  in  Bourtie ; 
the  hill  of  Bethelnie  (830  feet),  in  Meldrum  and  Fyvie ;  and  the 
hill  of  Rothmaise  (856  feet),  m  Rayne, 

In  addition  to  those  we  have  described,  there  are  many  other 
hilly  tracts  throughout  the  County  ;  but  we  need  not  enter 
into  further  detail,  as  they  will  be  more  fully  noticed  and  de- 
scribed in  the  parishes  wherein  they  are  respectively  situated, 
and  shown  on  the  map  of  the  County. 

Sea  Coast 

As  previously  stated,  Aberdeenshire  is  bounded  on  the  east 
and  north  by  the  German  Ocean  and  the  Moray  Firth.  From 
the  Girdleness  at  Aberdeen,  to  the  Buchan-ness — the  most 
easterly  point  of  land  in  Scotland — the  sea-board  has  a  westerly 
bend  of  about  three  miles  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ythan  ;  and  along 
this  part  of  the  coast,  that  is,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  to 
Forvieness,  or  Hackley  Head  in  Slains,  a  distance  of  about  14 
miles,  the  shore  presents  one  uninterrunted  reach  of  flat  sandy- 
beach,  bordered  by  low,  broken  sand-hills,  partially  covered  with 
sea  reed  (avimaphila  arumdinacm.)  which,  to  some  extent,  con- 
solidates the  drifting  sand,  and  prevents  further  encroachments 
of  the  sea ;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ugie,  to  Fraserburgh, 
about  16^  miles,  the  shore  is  of  a  similar  description,  excepting 
the  half  submerged  rocks  at  Craig  Ewen  and  Scotston  Heml,  in 
St.  Fergus,  the  liattray -brigs  in  CVimond,  and  the  low  rocky 
shore  of  Caimbulg  Head.  From  Forvie-ness  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Ugie,  a  distance  of  18J  miles  following  the  bays  of  Cruden 
and  Peterhead,  the  coast  is  bold  and  rocky  ;  in  many  places  the 
rocks  rise  in  perj)en(licular  height  from  50  to  150  feet  from  the 
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s«i,  and  are  indented  with  deep  fissures,  and  yawning  chasms, 
with  several  caverns  entering  from  the  sea,  and  small  rocky 
islands  situated  at  short  distances  off  the  land ;  and  from  Fraser- 
burgh to  Pennan,  about  13|  miles,  the  shore  is  rocky,  excepting 
the  small  bay  of  Sandhaven  ;  and  on  the  Aberdour  shore,  the 
rocks  are  precipitous,  with  several  caves  entering  from  the  sea. 
We  mav  only  further  say  that  the  rocky  shores  of  Aberdeenshire 
are  hignly  interesting  in  a  scenic  point  of  view,  while,  as  to 

Girticular  parts,  we  need  here  only  mention  such  places  as 
ell's  Lum,  and  the  White  Cave,  and  Old  Castle  of  Slains,  the 
BuUers  of  Buchan,  the  Bow  of  Pitwartlachie,  and  the  Rock  of 
Dunbuy,  on  the  Cruden  shore  ;  Boddam  Castle,  and  Cave  near 
Buchan-ness,  the  Wine  Tower  at  Kinnaird's  Head,  the  Old 
Castle  of  Dundargue,  the  Cave  of  Cowshaven,  and  other  Caves 
on  the  Aberdour  shore. 

General  Geognostical  DescHption. 

The  general  structure  of  the  north-east  of  Scotland  is  pretty 
uniform,  the  basis  of  the  whole  of  Aberdeenshire  being,  as 
stated  by  Dr.  Maculloch, "  granite  thinly  covered  with  primary 
strata,  gneiss,  mica-slate,  and  clay-slate  in  numerous  irregular 
patchea"  Granite  appears  along  the  sea  shore,  from  Slains  to 
the  red  sand  stone  rocks,  on  the  Aberdour  shore.  It  appears 
almost  uninterruptedly  along  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  and  on  the 
highest  mountains  of  Braemar,  and  Strathdon,  and  along  the 
lower  valley  of  the  Don,  from  Aberdeen  to  Auchindoir.  Granite 
appears  on  the  tops  of  Fare,Corrennie,  and  Caimwilliam,  and  on 
the  serrated  tops  of  Benachie.  In  the  central  lower  parts  of  the 
County,  it  appears  in  Udny,  Ellon,  Lonffside,  Lonmay,  Fraser- 
Vmrgh,  Old  Deer,  Strichen,  and  on  the  hiU  of  Pitsligo,  in  the  wes- 
tern parts  of  Tyrie.  On  the  north-west  boundary  of  the  County, 
granite  appears  in  the  valley  of  the  Doveran,  below  Huntly,  and 
on  the  lower  course  of  the  Bogie,  in  the  parish  of  Drumblade, 
therefore  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  occupies  the  intervening 
sjiaces,  although  concealed  below  the  metamorphic  rocks  which 
app«ir  on  the  surface.  Large  rounded  fragments  of  granite  and 
svenites,  are  to  be  found,  especially  on  me  north-west  boun- 
*lary,  in  the  valley  of  the  Doveran,  scattered  over  the  glens,  and 
Inll  slopes,  where  they  have  been  deposited  by  a  force  appa- 
rentlv  moving  from  the  north-west,  and  their  appearance 
justifies  the  belief  that  these  travelled  stones  must  have  come 
from  ffreat  distances.  Limestone  rock  is  to  be  found  in  great 
abnndance  all  over  the  County,  but  as  it  would  be  difficmt  to 
'l^fine  the  extent  of  the  ditlorent  strata,  or  scrutinize  their 
^imtual  connections  without  liaving  previously  entered  into  a 
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description  of  their  miueralogical  composition,  we  sluiU  here 
only  enumerate  the  different  localities  where  it  is  to  be  found. 
On  Deeside,  and  in  Birse,  there  is  a  coarse  (juality  of  limestone 
rock,  underlying  rough  gravel,  and  in  Glenmuick,  Crathie,  and 
Braemar,  there  is  a  great  abundance  of  primitive  limestone  of 
an  excellent  quaUty.  Primarv  limestone  is  to  be  found  in  the 
upper  parts  oi  Strathdon ;  an(i  in  Glenbucket,  limestone  rock  of 
a  superior  (juality  abounds  every  where,  wliicli  yields  about  70 

f)er  cent  lime.  In  the  parishes  of  Kildrummy,  and  Auchindoir, 
imestone  is  to  be  found,  but  it  is  of  a  very  inferior  quality  to  the 
Glenbucket,  and  Strathdon  limestone.  In  the  parishes  of  Cab- 
rach,  and  Glass,  and  at  Ardonald  in  Cairney,  on  the  confines  of 
Banffshire,  limestone  is  to  be  found  in  gi-eat  abundance.  The 
Cabrach  and  Cairney*  limestone  has  been  extensively  worked, 
and,  for  building  purposes,  it  is  prefen-ed  to  the  best  English 
lime.  Limestone,  in  situ,  is  to  be  found  in  Forgue,  and  Drum- 
blade,  and,  on  the  back  of  Foreman  hill,  an  impure  sort  of 
Magnesian  limestone  is  to  be  found.f  At  Tillyfour  in  Tou^h, 
mamesian  limestone  is  to  be  found  in  conjunction  wuth  gneiss 
and  mica  slate. 

Limestone  has  been  worked  on  the  east  shoulder  of  Benachie, 
and  at  Lickley  Head  on  the  north-west.  Limestone  has  also 
])cen  worked  at  Largie  in  the  north-western  parts  of  Insch,  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Foudland  slate  hills,  but  in  neither  case 
was  the  lime  pure,  or  of  a  Mod  quality. 

The  remaining  stratified  crystuline  limestone  rock  is  that 
which  lies  between  Aberdeen  and  the  shores  of  the  Moray  Firth 
at  Kinnaird's  Head ;  and  in  order  to  show  its  topographical 
distribution  we  shall  merely  mention  the  different  jdaces  where 
the  rock  has  been  worked,  and  where  large  masses  of  it  exist,  as 
it  would  be  difficult  to  define  the  outlines  of  the  strata,  or  veins, 
owing  to  their  being  covered  in  many  places  to  great  depths 
by  superincumbent  matter. 

The  most  southerly  point  in  the  County  where  limestone  rock 
has  been  worked,  is  that  which  appears  in  the  Silverbum,  and 
at  Perwin-ness,  in  Old  Machar ;  and  in  tracing  the  strata  north- 
ward, we  find  it  has  been  worked  In  New  Machar,  Fintray,  Udny, 
Meldrum,  Tarves,  and  near  Inverebrie,  in  Methlick.  North  of 
the  Ythan,  it  has  been  worked  at  Barrack,  in  New  Deer ;  An- 

•  **  Alx)ut  thirty  yeara  a^o  some  pretty  cood  specimena  of  fluor-spar,  a  rare 
Scottish  mineral,  was  found  in  the  Ardonala  quarries,  but  owing  to  a  land  dip 
which  happened  a  few  years  ago,  these  quarries  have  been  shut  up."---Geog. 
Acct  of  Banffsliire,  Highd.  Soc.,  1842. 

t  On  the  north  ridge  of  the  Foreman,  we  find  gneiss  of  a  yellowish  white 
colour,  which  contain  minute  micaceous  scales,  and  were  it  not  from  the  strati* 
tied  appearance  of  the  rock  it  might  be  taken  for  granite. 
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iiocliie  and  Hythie,  in  Old  Deer ;  and  on  the  west  of  Mormond 
hill,  in  Strichen.  North  of  Mormond,  and  in  the  parishes  of 
Tyrie,  liathen,  and  Fraserburgh,  limestone  of  a  fair  quality  has 
l>een  extensively  worked,  and  at  Broad-sea,  on  the  shore  of  the 
Moray  Firth.  On  the  E.  S.  K  of  Mormond,  limestone  has  been 
worked  in  Lonmay  and  Crimond,  and,  as  we  have  traced  the 
existence  of  limestone  rock,  all  round  and  into  the  base  of  that 
hill,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  Mormond  rests 
upon  the  same  strata  On  the  shore  of  St.  Fergus,  and  among 
the  rocks  of  Scotston  Head,  several  veins  of  limestone  appear, 
both  separate  and  united  with  the  gneiss,  and,  although  some- 
what mineralogically  different  from  the  limestone  beds  which  we 
have  traced  across  the  country,  from  south  to  north,  there  is 
every  indication  that  these  strata  run  due  west,  and  effect  a 
junction  with  the  vein  which  appears  at  Hythie,  in  Old  Deer. 

In  the  Dropping,  or  White  Cave  of  Slainsrthe  stalactitic  in- 
crustations were  at  one  time  collected  and  used  as  lime,  along 
with  a  calcareous  sand,  which  consists  of  pulverised  shells  of 
marine  production.  On  the  Kippet-hills  also,  in  Slains,  nume- 
rous abraded,  or  rounded  masses  of  limestone  are  found,  which 
are  very  rarely  met  with  in  Scotland,  and  no  where  else  in  the 
north,  but  on  the  coast  of  Sutherland. 

The  next  group  of  unstratitied  rocks  of  the  primitive  order, 
is  that  of  porphyry,  of  which  we  have  elsewhere  but  few  notice- 
able examples ;  tnerefore  its  geognostical  character  presents 
hut  a  limited  range.  The  most  noticeable  vein  is  that  which 
appears  in  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  in  Kincardine  O  Neil,  and 
Lumphanan,  where  it  terminates.  This  porphyry  vein  first 
appears  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Dee  in  tne  neighbouring 

n'sh  of  Banchory-Teman,  and  has  a  straight  course  from  S. 
oN.  W. 
The  most  considerable  portion  of  it  consists  of  a  red  felspathic 
base  with  imbedded  crystals,  and  in  many  instances  there  is  a 
beautiful  diffusion  of  hornblende  throughout  the  mass.  In  the 
upper  valley  of  the  Dee,  in  Glenmuick,  there  are  several  small 
porphyritic  veins  of  a  compact  base  of  reddish  purple,  in  which 
are  included  black  micaceous  scales,  with  minute  silvery  white 
8cales  of  mica,  with  si)ecks  of  iron  pyrites,  more  or  less  coloured 
by  the  presence  or  absence  of  tne  hornblende.  Contiguous 
masses  of  quartz  run  along  these  porphyry  veins,  which  have  been 
found  to  contain  small  specimens  of  fluorspar,  and  galena ;  but 
from  the  covered  condition  of  these  veins,  which  lie  across  the 
country  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  it  would  be  difficult  to  define  their 
boundaries.  Porphyry  boulders  arc  to  be  found  in  Keig,  and 
south-east  of  Tough  may  be  traced  a  coiisiderable  mass  of  red 
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porphyry,  running  in  a  northerly  direction,  from  the  Pet^rhill 
m  6irse,  through  Tvinciirdine  O'rseil,  the  hill  of  Corrennie,  and 
the  Menaway  ridge,  to  Benaehie.  Two  veins  of  felspar  por- 
phyry appear  upon  the  sea  shore  at  Peterhead.  One  netir 
the  mouth  of  the  Ugie,  and  the  other  at  Buchan-ness.  The 
character  of  both  is  much  the  same,  with  the  exception 
that  there  is  a  greater  number  of  minute  quartz  veins  associ- 
ated with  the  former  than  is  generally  to  be  observed  with  the 
latter. 

Considerinjj^the  extent  of  Aberdeenshire,  rocks  of  the  sand- 
stone series  are  not  very  abundant  The  old  red  sandstone, 
which  is  of  the  oldest  secondary  formation,  constitutes  the 
rocks  along  the  Aberdour  shore,  and  this  section  of  the  rock 
may  be  traced  running  inland  in  a  south-westerly  direction  by 
Monquhitter,  Turriff,  and  Fyvie,  where  it  disap}>ears. 

The  Aberdour  conglomerate  sandstone  is  of  a  coarse  descrip- 
tion, as  indicated  by  tne  contained  primary  boulders,  and  gravel, 
which  is  of  a  dullish  red  colour,  imbedded  in  an  ironshot  are- 
naceous basis,  but  hitherto  no  organic  remains  have  been  found 
in  it.  Finer  sections  of  this  rock  ajmear  in  the  bum  of  Craig- 
ston,  Delgaty,  and  in  Fyvie.  The  Delgaty  sandstone  is  of  a 
brighter  red,  and  is  composed  of  argillaceous  earth  impregnated 
witn  ferruginous  matter,  with  minute  scales  of  mica,  and  small 
spheres  of  a  pale  grey  colour  scattered  through  it.  Near  the 
iJen  of  Gask,  whicn  is  on  the  south-west  boundary  line  of  the 
chief  mass  of  this  sandstone  series,  we  find  a  dark  conglomerate 
in  appearance  much  the  same  as  that  which  overlies  the  fossili- 
ferous  strata,  or  fish-bed,  on  the  neighbouring  shore  of  Gamrie  ;* 
it  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  further  research  may  dis- 
cover the  same  interesting  deposit  in  connection  with  the 
Aberdour  and  Turriff'  conglomerates  and  simdstones.  We  may 
further  add,  that  the  whole  of  this  sandstone  conglomerate 
overlies  the  grevwucke  and  the  greywacke  slate  of  the  district, 
and,  in  proof  ot  this,  we  have  only  to  point  to  the  rocks  along 
the  Gamrie  shore,  where  the  geologist  has  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  the  junctional  relation  of  the  rocks  we  have  been  de- 

*  "  The  bed  in  which  those  relics  are  contained  is  a  bluish-grey  slate  day  ; 
it  is  best  exposed  in  a  ravine  near  the  farm  of  Findon,  but  may,  however,  be 
detected  at  sevwal  points  on  the  same  line  of  bearing.  In  regard  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  fishes  occur  in  this  rock,  it  is  to  be  stated,  that,  m  every  instance 
they  form  the  neucleus  of  a  concretion,  the  interior  of  which  is  a  quartzoge  sand- 
stone, which  towards  the  exterior  passee  gradually  into  a  well-marked  fibrous 
lime  stone.  The  concretions  are  of  various  shapes,  being  of  lenticular,  round, 
and  irregularly  flattened  forms,  and  are  arranged  in  layers  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  buls  of  clay-iron-stones  in  the  bituminous  shales  of  our  coal  fields.  Fish 
scales,  and  imperiect  plants  may  be  found  in  a  bed  of  slate  underlying  that  in 
which  the  ichthyolites  occur." — Geog.  Acct.  of  Banflshire,  IS 42. 
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scribing,  witli  the  fundamental  anguhir  greywacke  and  slate, 
which  unconformably  underlies  the  sandstone. 

The  next  point  where  the  Aberdeenshire  sandstone  rock  ap- 
pears is  on  the  borders  of  Rhynie  and  Auchindoir.  It  is  found 
on  the  south-east  face  of  a  low  hUl  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bogie, 
and  in  compact  layers  having  alternating  streaks  of  white  and 
brown,  the  latter  resulting  from  an  unequal,  or  larger  diflusion 
of  ochreous  colouring  matter.  Between  the  beds  or  laminae  of 
this  rock,  there  are  some  very  distinct  imi)ressions  of  cryptoga- 
mic  plants ;  and  the  last  remaining  link  of  this  sandstone  is 
that  which  disappears  in  the  Den  of  Kildrummy ,  where  a  very 
fine  specimen  ot  an  almost  pure  white  sandstone  is  to  be  seen  in 
the  Snow  Tower  of  the  Old  Castle. 

The  stratified  rocks  which  form  the  transition  series  of  TTer- 
ner,  consist  of  the  alternating  deposits  of  greywackes  and 
slates,  and  the  topographical  position,  and  accumulation  of  these 
strata  lie  between  the  shore  of  Aberdour  on  the  north,  and  the 
Correen  hills  in  Tullynessle,  on  the  south  ;  and  between  Cul- 
sahnond  on  the  east,  and  Gartly  and  Doveran-side  on  the  west. 

This  rock  is  developed  to  a  great  extent  all  over  this  district. 
It  forms  the  basis  of  the  sandstone  conglomerates  on  the  Aber- 
dour shore,  and  the  valleys  of  the  Doveran,  in  King-Edward, 
Turriff,  and  Forgue,  the  Idoch  in  Monquhitter,  and  of  the  Ythan 
in  Fy  vie  and  Auchterless.  Mica  slate  is  to  be  found  in  great 
abundance  on  the  hills  of  Tillymorgan,  the  Bisset,  Sliach,  and 
the  Foudland  hiUs,  and  on  the  Grartfy  hills,  on  Bogieside,  west- 
ward to  the  Doveran.  From  the  minuteness  of  its  component 
grains,  the  slate  is  in  general  vm^  schistose,  and  can  be  raised 
m  flags  of  considerable  size.  Tjie  best  quality  is  that  which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Foudland  slate  quarries,  and  the  largest 
slabs  are  obtained  in  Correen.  On  the  north-west  of  the  County, 
in  Auchindoir,  Cabrach,  Glenbucket,  and  Strathdon,  there  are 
exteasive  tracts  of  mica  slate,  along  the  confines  of  Banffshire, 
of  a  fine  granular  quality.  In  Cabrach  it  alternates  with  the 
greywacke  and  homolenue  slate,  and  on  the  mountains  of  Glen- 
nudcet,  and  Strathdon,  westward  to  the  valley  of  Aven,  the  alter- 
nating series  is  that  of  mica  slate,  quartz  rock,  and  limestone, 
both  m  the  aggregate,  and  also  in  a  fragmentary  condition.  Here 
we  find  the  base  of  the  mica  slate,  without  lammar  arrangement, 
with  rounded  masses  of  quartz,  likely  to  have  been  produced 
by  aqueous  attrition,  and  derived  from  more  ancient  rocks. 

Among  the  crystalline  rocks  which  prevail  over  the  whole 
north  of  Scotland,  gneiss  occupies  a  considerable  space  in  Aber- 
deenshire. That  kind  of  it  wtiich  most  prevails  in  this  County 
consists  of  the  usual  ternary  compound  of  felspar,  mica,  and 
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quartz,  and,  were  it  not  from  its  schistose  stratified  disposition, 
which,  however,  in  some  instances  becomes  rather  obscure,  it 
might  be,  and  often  is,  mistaken  for  g^nite. 

Quartz  rock  of  the  purest  quality  is  to  be  found  almost  all 
over  the  County.  On  the  lower  hills  of  Buchan,  and  on  tlie 
highest  mountams  of  Braemar,  where  the  finest  sj)ecimens  of  the 
white  (juartz  may  be  got  Veinous  layers  of  quartz  are  to  be 
found  in  the  grey  wacke,  which  generally  consists  of  a  minutely 
granular  compound  of  yellowish- white  and  reddish-brown  quartz 
from  the  difference  in  the  contained  Quantity  of  iron.  The 
quartz  found  in  the  greywacke  and  sandstone  is  generally  of  a 
rounded  or  ovoidal  shape,  never  angular ;  and  is  oi  that  descrip- 
tion termed  miissive  quartz,  whicn  is  not  considered  to  be  a 
prominent,  although  it  is  a  constitutive  member  of  the  primitive 
rock  series.  At  an  early  period  of  our  earth's  history,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  there  existed  a  quartz  formation  which  has 
been  broken  up  by  some  Plutonic  or  Neptunian  agency,  and 
dispersed  to  form  newer  strata.  Quartz  rock  of  the  purest  kind, 
consists  of  white  or  grey  rock  crystals,  or  of  minutely  granular 
concretions,  united  without  any  apparent  cementing  medium. 
It  does  not  enter  wholly  into  the  composition  of  hills,  and  mas- 
sive rocks  ;  but  it  is  frequently  found  coloured  with  ferruginous 
matter,  in  the  ^anite  cavities  of  Lochnarar,  Ben-avon,  and  ad- 
joining mountains,  and,  although  the  true  Beryl  of  mineralogists, 
these  well  known  Calrvgorm  stonef^,  are  merely,  more  or  less, 
coloured  rock  crystals.  In  several  localities  in  Auchindoir,  and 
in  the  Cabrach,  tliere  are  to  be  found  well  marked  specimens  of 
that  rare  variety  of  quartz,  known  to  mineralogists  as  ro8e  quartz. 

The  topographical  boundaries  of  any  of  the  rocks,  or  strata, 
we  have  described,  are  not  to  be  viewed  as  the  areas  in  which 
only  those  rocks  occur,  it  is,  therefore  to  be  understood,  that  the 
rocKs  we  have  noticed  are  the  predominating  ones  in  the  dis- 
trict, although  in  some  places  tlie  subordinate  members  are  so 
numerous  over  so  large  an  extent  of  country,  that  it  would  be 
difficult,  owing  to  the  alternations  of  strata,  to  say  which  oc- 
curred in  the  ^eatest  abundance. 

The  next  point  to  which  we  may  refer,  is  that  of  stratal  direc- 
tion, and  here  we  must  say  that  there  is  perfect  uniformity  in 
Aberdeenshire,  with  the  most  of  Scottish  strata,  having  the  same 
geological  features,  keeping  in  view  the  same  geological  anti- 
quity ;  therefore  it  may  be  stated  generally  that  the  direction 
of  the  older  strata  is  invariably  N.  E.  and  S.  W.,  the  dip  being 
mostly  S.  K,  and  the  angle  of  inclination  averages  from  38°  to  42''. 

Closely  allied  to,  but  in  most  cases  obscurely  connected  with 
the  stratified  rocks  in  the  central  districts  of  Aberdociislure,  we 
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Imve  next  to  notice  that  of  serpentine,  a  rock  of  peculiar 
interest.  Tlie  serpentine  of  Aberdeenshire  first  makes  its 
appearance  in  the  valley  of  the  Gadie,  at  the  "  back  o'  Ben- 
acnie,"  and  from  near  the  church  of  Premnay  a  large  vein  of  it 
may  be  traced  westwards  through  Leslie,  by  Knockespock,  in 
Clatt,  north  of  Correen,  by  the  hill  of  Towanreef  in  Auciiindoir, 
and  in  the  lower  parts  of  Glenkindie,  Glenbucket,  and  westward 
tlirough  Strathdon  to  the  top  of  Corgarft!  The  first  point  where 
this  vein  seems  to  be  somewhat  remotely  associated  with  the 
stratified  rocks  of  the  country  through  which  it  passes,  is  on  the 
north  of  Correen,  where  it  may  be  seen  with  an  imperfectly  stra- 
tified aspect  passing  into  the  hornblende  slate,  and  the  next  is  on 
Towanreef,  where  it  seems  to  be  to  a  certain  extent  connected 
with  the  mica  slate.  In  Glenkindie  and  Strathdon,  the  vein  lies, 
or  runs  parallel  to  the  granite,  and  syenite  strata  of  the  country,  to 
tUe  top  of  Corgarft",  bordering  on  Banttshire,  where  it  is  found  in 
contact  with  tlie  OTeat  serpentine  vein,  which  is  traceable  across 
the  country  from  rortsoy,  oy  the  valley  of  the  Blackwater  to  the 
iDountainHat  the  top  of  Glenkindie  near  the  sources  of  theDo- 
veran,  soutli-westwards  through  Strathdon,  and  Corgarft',  and 
thence  pursuing  the  same  south-westerly  course,  this  vein  may 
be  traced  across  the  mountains  to  the  serpentine  vein  whicn 
ai)fiears  in  Glentilt,  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  Grampians. 

In  Glenkindie  the  two  veins  appear  to  be  between  three  and 
four  miles  apart,  and  their  point  of  junction,  which  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained,  must  lie  between  Glenkindie  and  Corgarft. 

The  kind  of  serpentine  contained  in  these  veins  varies  con- 
siderably, but  the  one  which  is  most  general  is  that  which  is 
styled  by  Wei^ner,  "  the  clouded."  This  form  being  produced 
where  no  one  colour  maybe  received  as  a  base,  in  which  the  others 
occur,  but  where  there  is  more  or  less  a  perfect  co-mixture.  The 
veined  kind  is  freuuently  to  be  met  with,  and  in  it,  the  veins 
are  well  defined — nighly  eccentric,  and  very  tortuous.  There 
is  also  what  is  called  tne  spotted  kind,  which  does  not  exist 
but  in  small  quantities,  and  all  the  varieties  may  be  found  in 
close  contact,  almost  in  the  same  mass.  Of  the  colours  con- 
tained in  these  veins,  we  find  various  shades  of  green,  red- 
yellowish,  and  greyish-white ;  and  in  lustre,  it  varies  from  dull 
to  glistening. 

In  the  ser|)entine  veins  of  Leslie  and  Auchindoir,  very  good 
sj)ecimens  oi  asbestos,  along  with  amianthus,  have  been  found. 
In  Corgarff,  the  serpentine  and  limestone  are  found  intermixed, 
and  here,  and  at  otner  pomts,  the  veins  contain  small  grains  of 
iron  ore,  and  some  traces  of  chromate  of  iron. 

Tlie  only  other  rock  which  we  have  of  an  unstratified  charac- 
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ter  is  that  of  trap,  or  green  stone,  and  of  it  we  liave  a  large  vein 
or  dyke  tmversing  the  parish  of  Belhelvie,  in  a  north-westerly 
direction,  from  near  the  sea  shore,  on  the  confines  of  OldMacliar. 
The  next  point  where  we  find  primitive  trap  is  on  the  shores 
of  Peterh^,  near  Buchan-ness,  and  the  mouth  of  the  U^e, 
where  it  is  found  to  alternate  with,  and  run  through  the  granite, 
gneiss,  and  qimrtzose  rocks.  In  the  parish  of  Insch,  and  in 
close  proximity  to  the  Foudland  slate  hills,  we  find  detached 
masses  of  greenstone  in  layers  of  decomposed  granite,  along 
with  detached  blocks  of  the  Foudland  slate. 

In  the  parish  of  Gartly,  and  in  the  parish  of  Glass,  on  Doveran 
side,  there  are  larjje  masses  of  trap  rock,  and  several  varieties 
of  it  appear,  especially  that  which  is  found  in  the  valley  of  the 
Kirkney  Water,  has  an  interesting  structural  comj)osition,  which 
will  afterwards  be  described 

In  bringing  to  a  conclusion  our  brief  dascrii)tion  of  the 
Gcognostical  features  of  Aberdeenshire,  we  have  only  to  notice 
that  of  deposits,  unconsolidated  matter,  under  the  heads  of 
Diluvium  and  Alluvium.  First,  we  have  the  immense  deposit 
of  sand,  gravel,  clav,  and  peat  earth  on  which  the  city  of  Aber- 
deen stands,  and  tne  large  deposit  of  boulder  gravel  and  sand 
along  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  and  the  fine  aqueously  formed  sand, 
along  a  considerable  portion  of  the  eastern  sea  board  of  the 
County.  The  large  alluvial  beds  along  the  valleys  of  the  Don, 
the  Ythan,  the  Ugie,  and  the  Doveran,  and  their  lower  tributary 
streams,  which  chiefly  consist  of  black  earth  and  clay,  more  or 
less  mixed  with  sand  and  decomT3osed  rock,  are  apparently  de- 
rived from  adjoining  strata.  We  have,  in  the  finely  comminuted 
sand,  along  our  eastern  sea  shore,  and  in  the  clays  of  Belhelvie, 
Foveran,  Slains,  Cruden,  Peterhead,  St.  Fergus,  and  Crimond, 
diluvial  deposits  formed  at  higher  elevations,  and  far  tieyond 
the  influence  of  our  present  streams,  which  truly  evince  that 
certain  strata  have  been  long  under  sulyection  to  some  more 
powerful  aqueous  attrition  than  that  which  now  exists. 

The  deposits  on  the  hills  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  County, 
i.e.,  in  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  districts,  present  a  rounded 
flowing  outline,  with  a  few  rocky  escarpments.  They  are  chiefly 
composed  of  immense  accumulations  of  water-worn  pebbles, 
rough  gravel  and  sand,  decomposed  granite,  and  quartz  rock, 
and  seem  to  have  been  formed  by  a  vast  body  of  water  sweeping 
over  a  country  which  is  now  far  beyond  the  influence,  or  action 
of  oceanic  or  fluviatic  currents.  Peat  earth,  which  forms  part 
of  these  alluvial  accumulations,  is  almost  everywhere  distributed 
over  the  low  lying  grounds  in  these  districts,  and  on  the  hills 
of  Dudwick,  Cruden,  Mormond,  and  Byth.     Largo  tracts  of  it 
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are  to  be  met  with  on  the  higher  mountains,  such  as  Benachie, 
the  Foudland  and  Gartly  hills,  on  the  Buck  of  Cabrach,  the 
Kildrummy  hills,  and  westwards  by  the  source  of  the  Doveran, 
on  the  Glenbucket  and  Tomintoul  hills  of  the  Lecht.  On  the 
Morven  ridges  and  valleys,  between  the  Don  and  the  Dee,  im- 
mense tracts  of  peat  are  to  be  found,  and  also  on  the  tops  and 
slopes  of  the  Grampians,  and  in  the  valleys  of  many  of  the 
tributary  streams  of^the  Dee. 

Amone  the  other  diluvial  deposits  which  we  have  not  noticed, 
there  is  that  containingflints,  with  organic  remains,  belonging 
to  the  chalk  series.  These  flints  have  been  noticed  by  the 
late  Dr.  Knight  of  Aberdeen,  and  others.  They  are  to  be 
found  scattered  over  t^ie  district,  from  the  Ythan  to  the  Ugie ; 
and  can  be  traced  from  the  shores  of  Cruden,  and  Slains, 
straight  across  the  country,  to  the  sea  coast  of  Banffshire,  at 
Portsoy.  These  rolled  fragments  cannot  be  traced  to  their 
ori^nal  position,  and  we  can  only  say,  that  their  appearance 
indicates  that  they  have  been  subjected  to  "severe  aqueous 
attrition,  that  they  have  apparently  come  from  a  distance,  and 
have  not  been  detached  from  any  formation  now  in  existence 
ill  the  locality. 

Divisions. 

At  a  remote  period,  Aberdeenshire  was  divided  into  two 
distinct  Counties  or  Earldoms,  viz.,  Mar  and  Buchan,  Mar 
comprehending  the  district  of  Mar,  with  its  sub-divisions  of 
Braemar,  Cromar,  Midmar,  and  Lower  Mar,  Garioch,  and  Strath- 
bogie.  Buchan,  that  of  Buchan  and  Formartine.  Latterly  the 
two  Earldoms  were  united  into  one  County,  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  one  sherifl*,  appointed  by  the  sovereim,  which  now 
comprehends  the  five  districts  of,  1st,  Mar,  with  its  sub-divi- 
sions ;  2nd,  Formartine  ;  3rd,  Buchan  ;  4th,  Garioch ;  and  5th, 
Strathbogia 

In  the  Court  of  Lieutenancy,  which  is  presided  over  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  County  is  divided  into  ten  districts,  each 
district  being  superintended  by  a  certain  number  of  deputy 
lieutenants.  The  districts  are,  Ist,  Braemar;  2nd,  Deeside; 
3rd,  Aberdeen ;  4th,  Alford  ;  5th,  Huntly ;  6th,  Turriff ;  7th, 
Garioch  ;  8th,  Ellon  ;  9th,  Deer ;  and  lOtn,  New  Machar. 

Ecclesiastically  the  County  is  divided  into  85  parishes,  which 
along  with  several  other  parishes,  in  adjoining  counties,  form 
eight  presbyteries,  seven  of  which  form  the  provicial  synod  of 
Aberdeen-  The  Presbyteries  are  those  of  Aberdeen,  Alford, 
Deer,  Ellon,  Garioch,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Strathbogie,  and  Tur- 
riff—-Strathbogie  being  in  tho  synod  of  Momy. 
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By  the  Reform  Bill  of  1868,  Aberdeenshire  was  divided  into 
two  parliamenta:ry  divisions — Eist  and  West.  East  Aberdeen- 
shire comprehends  thirty-two  parishes,  and  that  portion  of  Old 
Machar  parish  which  lies  nortn  of  the  Don.  West  Aberdeen- 
shire comprehends  fifty  one  parishes,  and  that  portion  of 
Banchory-Devenick  parish  which  lies  north  of  the  Dee,  and  a 
portion  of  Old  Machar  parish  "  south  of  Don,"  entered  in  the 
valuation  roll  at  £1,101,  10s.,  and  said  to  he  fishings. 

The  County  s«nds  two  members  to  parliament,  and  the  city 
sends  one.  Tho  University  of  Aberdeen  is  conjoined  with  the 
University  of  (ilasjjfo w  and  they  return  one  member.  The  royal 
burghs  of  Kiutore^  and  Inverurie,  and  the  parliamentry  burgh 
of  Peterhead,  are  grouped  with  the  royal  burghs  of  Banff,  CuUen, 
and  El^in,  and  send  one  member  to  parliament,  so  that  Aber- 
deenshire sends  three  members  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
practically  a  fraction  of  a  fourth  and  a  fifth. 

Constituency, 


Constituency  of 

Voters  on  Roll, 
1832-33. 

Voters  on  Roll, 
1868-09. 

Voters  on  RoU,       ' 

1872-7*.             ' 

East  Aberdeenshire,  ) 
WeetAberdeenshire,  \ 

2,319 

2,3eo 

4,336 
3,957 

The  nomination  and  returning  place  for  East  Aberdeenshire, 
is  the  burgh  of  Peterhead,  and  the  polling  places  are,  1st,  the 
town  of  Turriff;  2nd,  the  village  of  Cumineston  ;  3rd,  the  bur^h 
of  Fraserburgh  ;  4th,  the  village  of  New  Pitsligo  ;  5th,  the  vil- 
lage of  New  Deer  ;  6th,  the  village  of  Old  Deer  ;  7th,  the  burgh 
of  Peterhead ;  8th,  the  village  of  Ellon ;  9th,  the  village  of 
Tarves ;  10th,  the  village  of  Summerhill,  New  Machar ;  and  11th, 
the  town  of  Old  Meldrum. 

The  nomination  and  returning  place  for  West  Aberdeenshire, 
is  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  polling  places  are,  1st,  the 
bur^h  of  Aberdeen  ;  2nd,  the  village  of  Alford  ;  3rd,  the  village 
of  insch ;  4th,  the  bur^h  of  Inverurie ;  5th,  the  village  of 
Aboyne  ;  6th,  Lumsden  village  ;  7th,  the  town  of  Huntly  ;  8th, 
the  village  of  Tarland  ;  and  9th,  Waterton-of  Echt. 
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OONSnrUENCY  OF  EAST  ABERDEENSHIRE,  WHICH  COMPREHENDS  THE 
FOLLOWING  PARISHES,  OR  PORTIONS  OF  THEM. 


1  Voters  on  I 

Voters  on 

PARISHES. 

Roll, 

PARISHES. 

Roll, 

1872-78. 

1872-78. 

Aberdour,  .... 

100 

Monouhitter, 
New  Deer, 

153 

BelhalTie, 

115 

303 

'Bonrtie, 

42 

New  Machar,     . 

97 

1  Crimond, 

56 

Old  Deer,   .        .        .        . 

295 

Cradeii, 

146 

Old  Machar  (N.  of  Don),    . 

112 

Daviot, 

60 

Peterhead  (Extra  Burghal, 

131 

Ellon, 

188 

Pitaligo,      .... 

88 

Fmtray, 

73    1 

Rathen,      . 

83 

Foveran, 

91 

Saint  Fergus, 

101 

Fruerburgh, 

269 

Slains, 

59 

Keithhan, 

239 

Strichen,     . 

128 

75 

Tarves, 

121 

i  Kin^  Edward, 

149 

Turriff, 

218 

Logie  Bnchan, 

39 

t^y, 

158 

Longside,    . 

170 

97 

Lcmmay,     . 
Meldnun,  . 

19*^ 

xJKj 

158 

Total  .... 

4,336 

Methlick,    . 

97 

CONSTITUENCY  OF  WEST  ABERDEENSHIRE,  WHICH  COMPREHENDS  THE 

FOLLOWING  PARISHES, 

OR  PORTIONS  OF  THEM. 

Voters  on 

Voters  on 

PARISHE& 

Roll, 

PARISHES. 

Roll, 

1872-78. 

1872-73. 
45 

Aboyne  ajid  Glentanar, 

69 

Keig, 

Alford,        .... 

70 

Kemnay,    . 
Kennethinont, 

. 

52 

Aachindoir  and  Keam, 

86 

. 

60 

,  Anchterlees, 

130 

Kildrummy, 

. 

44 

Kinellar,     . 

.                             4                             • 

43 

Dee) 

89 

Kincardine  O'Neil,     . 

147 

iBi«e,          .... 

76 

Kintore  (Extra  Burghal),    . 

62 

1  Cibrach  (part  of), 

27 

Leochel  Cushnie, 

86 

Cainue,       .... 

84 

LesUe,         .        .         .       •. 

43 

Chapel  oi  Garioch,      . 

132 

Logie  Coldstone, 

56 

iClatt 

38 

Lumphanan, 

76 

&    :    :    :    : 

68 

Midmar,     .... 

72 

51 

Monymusk, 

NewhillB,    .... 

67 

^Yatbie  and  Braemar, 

81 

223 

Cnlaalmond, 

58 

Old  Machar  (Donfishiugs)  . 

3 

1  Dmmblade, 

66 

Oyne,          .... 

74 

DnuDoak  (part  of),     . 

46 

Peter  Culter,      . 

104 

Dyce,          .... 

62 

63 

Echt 

79 

Rayne 

92 

i^orgne 

145 

Rhynie  and  Essie, 

49 

'Gartly 

55 

Skene,        .... 

112 

Glass  (part  of),  . 

40 

Strathdon 

104 

Glenbncket, 

30 

Tarland  and  Migvie,  . 

65 

Glenmuick,  Tnllicb,  &  Glen- 

Towie 

52 

;        gaim,  .... 

140 

Tough 

55 

Huntly,      .... 

215 

Tullynessle  and  Forbes,      . 

46 

Inscb,         .... 

88 
37 

1 

Inveniric  \ 

Extn 

iBur 

ghal). 

[         Total,  '. 

• 

• 

3.957 

IG 


GEXERAL   STATISTK'S. 


VALUATION  OK  EAST  AKEKDEENSHIRE. 

1872-73, 


PARtSIIE& 

Valuation  of  Unds 
and  Heritages 

Valuation  of 
RaUaiiyt. 

Total  Valuation. 

Aberdour 

£7,6791    2     2 

o;o!o 

£7,679  j   2     2 

Belbelvie, 

12.772    16     0 

o'o  0 

12,772116;    0 

Bourtie,. 

5,498     9     1 

198  0   0 

5,696     9.    1 

Crimond, 

5,848  1   8,   2 

0,0|0 

5.848     8     2 

Oniden, 

14,684    11     4 

0    0   0 

14,684   11     4. 

Dmviot, 

5,350     8'   3 

77  '  0  :  0 

5,427     81    3; 

EUon, 

20,760  "12     7 

1,681   0.0 

22,441    12     7' 

Fintray, 

7.986;   5 

1 

22  o;o 

8,008     5      1  ' 

Foveran, 

11,780 '13 

6 

192,0   0 

11,972 .  13 

6 

Fraserburgh, 

19,648  1 16 

3 

618  lo 

0 

20.266  1 16 

3. 

lUithallandKiiikell, 

21,313  1 12 1   2 

1,643   0 

0 

22.956    12 

2, 

7,780,11.   0 

470 

0 

7,827  1 11 

0! 

Kin^  Edward,     . 

13,063  1   2   10 

692   0    0 

13,7551   2    10' 

5.7131   5' 10 

126.0   0 

5,8391   5   10 

Longside,    . 

15,528' 13 1   8 

932,0    0 

16,460    13 

8! 

Ix)nmay,     . 

10,208     7|   4 

441    0    0 

10,649     7 

4 

Moldnim,   . 

12,312 

19 

10 

248   0    0 

12,560   19 

10, 

Methlick,    . 

8,699 

7 

9 

0   0    0 

8,699     7 

9, 

Moucmhitter, 
New  Deer, . 

11,440!  o;  9 

o'o  0 

11,446     0     9' 

20,611 

3|   7 

1,313   0 

0 

21,824     3     7 1 

N«w      )  Abdn.,    £7,108    6    9  { 
Uacbar,  |  Buff,       1,888  IS    4  \ 

9,057 

0 

1 

967 

0 

0 

10,024     0 

1 

Old     (  Abdn.,     £22,560    8    1  ) 
Deer,  }  Banff,          2,678    7    0  \ 

25,128 

15 

1 

1,364  0 

0 

26,492 

15 

1 

Old  Machar  (North  of  Don) 

12,099 

0 

6 

o|o 

0 

12,099 

0 

6 

Peterhead  (Extra  Burghal)» 

13.887 

17 

6 

620   0 

0 

14,507    17 

6 

Pitaligo,      .        .        .        . 

6,949 

18 

8 

0   0 

0 

6.949  ,  18 

8 

lUthen 

9,471 

1 

8 

627   0 

0 

10,098      1 

8 

Saint  Fergua  (Banffshire),  . 

8.280 

16 

9 

010 

0 

8.280 ,  16 

9 

Slains,         .... 

6,594 

17 

5 

0.0   0 

6,594    17 

5J 

Strichen,     .... 

10,036 

12 

0 

1,229   00 

11.265    12 

0 

Tarves,       .... 

12,957 

8 

11 

0;OiO 

12.957 

8;  111 

Turriff,       .... 

19,316 

4 

8 

1,900 10 

0 

21,316 

4     8 

Tyrie,         .... 

8,982 

2 

7 

o'o 

0 

8,982 

2|    7 

Udny 

13,887 

17 

0 

668   0 

0 

14,545 

17 

0 

Tot 

•1.   .        . 

• 

£395,227 

2 

0 

£15.605  0 

0 

£410,832 

2 

01 

NoTK.— Certain  ^rtions  of  the  Parishes  of  New  Machar  and  Old  Deer  are 
civilly  in  Banffshire,  and  the  whole  of  the  Parish  of  St  Fergus  ;  but  they  ar« 
locally,  legally,  and  politically  in  Aberdeenshire— and  for  the  purpose  of  com- 

Sletinff  the  Valuation  of  the  legal  and  political  Diyisions  of  Aberdeenshire,  these 
etatched  portions  of  Banffshire  are  included  in  the  above  Valuation  Table, 
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VALUATION  OF  WEST  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
1872-73. 


PARISHES. 

ValuaUonofLandu 
and  Heritages. 

V&luatlnii  of 

Vaiuatlan  id 
Waterworks. 

Total  ValuaUon 

Abovne  and  Glentazuur, 
Auchindoir  and  Keam, 

r      £7,042 

18 

2 

£1,052 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

£8,094 

18 

2 

6,095 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6,095 

2 

2 

.VJford,     . 

7,473 

10 

1 

602 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8,075 

10 

1 

AuchteriefiB,    . 

13,871 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13,871 

0 

2 

BaQchory-Deyenick 

(part  o/),  . 

7,^11 

19 

8 

1,000 

0 

0 

£1,319 

0 

0 

In, 1,30 

19 

3 

Bii»,      .         . 

'^^15 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'",015 

0 

8 

C^brach  (part  of),    . 

1.J77 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1/J77 

10 

0 

CairnOT'  (part  of),    . 
Chapd  of  Garioch,  . 

7J88 

11 
16 

9 

7 

692 
1,941 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

r,S80 

l>.i)66 

11 
16 

9 

7 

(,1att,       . 

l.'Ol 

12 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

^;01 

12 

2 

?:^:  :    :    : 

7,110 

12 

6 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

r.U26 

12 

6 

:^.701 

8 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O.701 

8 

3 

Crathie  and  Braemar, 

1lM61 

7 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-J.161 

7 

8 

rulsalmond,     . 

G.53 

12 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

isri33 

12 

2 

Drumblade,     . 

\048 

5 

7 

809 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

s,s52 

5 

7 

Dnimoak  (part  of), . 

l,i«88 

8 

8 

1,629 

0 

0 

765 

0 

0 

13,182 

8 

8 

Dyoe,      . 

4.1«5 

19 

8 

1,128 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'^<'83 

19 

8 

Bcht,       .        .         . 

7,*'^ 

7 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7.*«3 

7 

6 

Forguo,   . 

1  :  142 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i:Vi42 

2 

4 

Abdn..£S,S34    0   6] 
^^^  BUtff,      1,C26  19 11 

4,961 

0 

4 

679 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5,640 

0 

4 

Glam  (part  of). 

2,649 

14 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2,649 

14 

6 

Olenbucket,     . 

1,468 

14 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,468 

14 

11 

Glcnmuick,  Tullich,  and 

Gl«agaim, 

]<i./i31 

12 

6 

777 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

nj08 

12 

6 

Hiintly,  . 

|:i.*^53 

11 

3 

623 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

L-^:736 

11 

3 

Inverurie  (Extra  Burghal) 

-;:'13 

0 

1 

364 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■J/J77 

0 

1 

Inach,       .          .         . 

v.;70 

8 

3 

208 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

^■,  -^78 

8 

3 

Kei^, 

l,-'12 

16 

6 

149 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.>,!61 

16 

6 

Kcmnay, 
Kennetiunont, 

-^,':47 

2 

4 

644 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

},i91 

2 

4 

r.-jn 

19 

3 

1,232 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-i  "03 

19 

3 

Kildrummy,     . 

4j'55 

6 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

].^'65 

6 

10 

Kiucanlhif)  0*Neil,  . 

|o,^36 

19 

8 

657 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ll.';93 

19 

8 

Kifiollar, 

r.H23 

8 

9 

223 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'.  J46 

3 

9 

Kintore  (Extra  Buj^ghal), 
licochel  Cushnie,     . 

^^733 
7:^10 

4 

12 

6 

7 

1,049 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

7.782 
7.-10 

4 
12 

5 

7 

Lc^,      .         .        . 

2/.'98 

13 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-:  '98 

13 

6 

Logie  Coldstoue,      . 

:V  :;04 

14 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

r.-,04 

14 

5 

Lomphanan,    .        . 

:..  554 

4 

1 

555 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

r    "09 

4 

1 

Hidmar,  . 

fK'^85 

8 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'-,'85 

8 

11 

MooTmndc, 
Newhills, 

'■.■;76 

13 

4 

1,030 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7.106 

13 

4 

T,V-44 

7 

3 

542 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

n',;i86 

7 

8 

OKUfacl^r  (fi^gi^), 

'.J26 

12 

3 

612 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'i.r38 

12 

3 

IJOl 

10 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1J26 

10 

0 

Peter  Culter,  . 

Hk,i'09 

12 

4 

1,260 

0 

0 

375 

0 

0 

nji44 

12 

4 

Premnaj, 

I/J63 

6 

2 

387 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

iy50 

6 

2 

!  Rayne,     .         .         . 

>.f.49 

9 

10 

314 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5,663 

9 

10 

1  Rhjiiie  and  Bnio,    . 

■3J40 

17 

9 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4,451 

17 

9 

Kkena,      . 

]'M08 

9 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10,408 

9 

4 

J>tnithdon, 

"793 

13 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6,793 

13 

11 

Tarland  and  Migvie, 

r'J49 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6,149 

12 

0 

Trmgh,     . 

1  .^87 

4 

8 

341 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5,228 

4 

8 

Tairie,      .         .         . 

:...'j57 

2 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6,267 

2 

10 

Tullynearie  and  ForlxM, 

rp/;87 

19 
4 

3 
2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5,687 

19 

3 
~2 

ToUl, 

£345,562 

£20,451 

0 

0 

£2,509 

0 

£377,522 

4 

'Ptutly  in  Banlbbire. 
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COUNTY  OP  ABERDEEN. 
The  following  Table  shows  the  jpopnlfttioii  of  each  Parish,  acoarding  to  Dr. 
Webster's  returns  in  1755 ;  and  the  valoation  of  1798^  taken  from  Sir  John 
Sinclair's  statistical  account — ^the  valuation  of  each  pari^  in  1843,  and  1872 — 
and  the  population  according  to  the  census  of  187 1.  Fractional  parts  in  the 
money  columns  are  omitted  : — 


PARISHES. 


Sir  J.  Sin- 
clair's 

Valuation, 
1706. 


Valuation  of  Valuation  of 


IMS. 


1871-72L 


Aberdeen  or  St  Nicholas,    . 

Abcrdour, 

Abojme, 

AlfoM,  ...... 

Auchindoir, 

Auchterless, 

Banchory-Devenick,     . 

Belhdvie, 

Birse,     ...... 

Bourtle 

Cabrach, 

Qdmey, 

Chapel  of  Garioch, 

Cluny, 

Coull. 

Crathie  and  Braemar.  . 

Crimond, 

Cniden, 

Culisalmond, 

Daviot, 

Drumblade, 

DnimoaJc 

gyce. 

Echt, 

Ellon, 

Flntrsy, 

Forbes  and  Ream, 

Vorgtie, 

FoverMi, 

Fraserburgh,        .       .       .       . 

Pyvie, 

Gartly 

Glass, 

Glenbudcet,  .       .       ;       .       . 
Qlenmuick,  Tullich,  &  Qlengaim, 

Huntly, 

Insoh, 

Invemrie  (including  R.  Burgh),  . 

Keig, 

Kelth-hall  and  Kinkell, 

Kemnay, 

Kildrummy 

Kincardine  O'Neil, 

King  Edward,       .       .       .       . 

Kinnellar, 

Kcnnethmont 

Kintore  (including  R.  Burgh),     . 
Leochd  Cushnie,  .       .       .       . 

Leslie, 

Logic  Buchan,      .       .       .       . 
L(^e  €k>Idstone,  .       .       .       . 

Longside, 

Lonmay, 

Liunphanan, 

Meldrum, 

Hethlick 

Midmar, 

Honquhitter,         .        .        .        . 

Carry  forwani, 


10,785 

1,897 

1,006 

000 

8S9 

1,204 

1,405 

1,471 

1,120 

525 

000 

2,000 

1,851 

560 

751 
2,071 

705 
2,540 

810 

075 
1,125 

700 


1,277 

2,523 

905 

4S0 

1,802 

1,981 

1,082 

2,528 

1,328 

1,000 

430 

2.270 

1,000 

996 

780 

409 

1,114 

048 

502 

1,700 

1,352 


701 

973 

1,280 

810 

575 

1,248 

1,979 

1,074 

082 

1,003 

1,385 

079 


1,000 
1,000 
1,600 
060 
1,600 

2.948 
1,600 
1,000 

2.006 
2,400 

eoo 

1,100 
800 
1,826 
1,300 
8,000 
1,160 
1,060 
1,025 
060 


4.760 
1,800 

2,600 
2,000 
1,000 
8,000 
1,000 
1,000 

1.002 

1,700 

1,200 

700 

1,126 
700 
600 

1,225 

2,285 
860 

1,000 

1,200 
700 
1,600 
1,080 
2.050 
2,100 
1,000 

1,250 
1,100 
1,400 


4,610 
4,001 
4,120 
8,000 
0,075 
0,946 
7,320 
4,100 
8,160 
1.682 
6,145 
7,886 
2,940 
4,425 
2,107 
0,000 
8,224 
8,792 
4,002 
8.250 
6.620 
2,682 
8,670 
5,090 
0,078 
4,180 

8,510 
5,718 
10.145 
10,225 
4,485 

obb 

6,746 
7,246 
6,384 
0.896 
2,603 
4,007 
2,840 
2,282 
7,018 
0.103 
2,840 
4,578 
4,625 
8,298 
2,250 
8,180 
8,080 
8,170 
6,445 
2,850 
6,160 
4,235 
4,476 
6,520 


£160,755 
7.460 
6,093 
7,388 
6,958 
18,220 

12,550 
6,846 
5,343 

7,089 
12,066 
8,889 
6,910 
8,072 
11,190 
6,601 
14,879 
6,418 
6,147 
7,874 

4,731 

7,677 

20,280 

7,918 

18,»2 
11.366 
18,667 
20,089 
4,900 

l,8iM 
10,029 
12,740 
8,418 
10,091 
8,890 
7,025 
8.003 
4,029 
10,743 
12,917 
4,900 
5,009 
8,955 

7,on 

2,987 
6,682 
6,078 

16,079 
9,991 
5,268 

11,519 
8,584 
«.566 

10,874 


81,477 
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COUNTY  OF  ABERDEEN— (Continued.) 


PARISHES. 


i- 


Sir  J.  Sin- 
clair's 

Valuation, 
1796. 


Valuation  of 
1843. 


Valuation  of 
1871-72. 


Census 
ofl87L 


Brotigtit  forward, 
Moi^ninsk,  .... 
NevDeo-,     .... 
NevUUs.       .... 
NewMMdar, 

Old  Deer,  .... 
OU  lUdiar,  .... 

Orne, 

Peter  Culter,. 

Peleriiead  Qnrlnding  BoiKhX 
Pitsligo,  .... 
Prenumy,       .... 


Rhynie  and  Essie, 
Saint  FerKUS* 
Skene,   . 


Strathdon,     . 
Strichen, 

Tkrtand  and  MigTie, 
Ikrres,  . 


Tnllync 
TurrHT. 


81,477 
1,006 
2,813 

099 
1,191 
2,818 
4,945 

643 

765 
2,487 
1,224 

448 
1,627 
1,131 

836 
1.271 
1,251 
1,286 
1,760 
1,168 
1,800 
2,346 

670 


Tnllynenle, 
TurrUT,  . 


269 
1,987 

696 
1,322 


1,810 
8,000 
2,600 
1,500 
4,200 
10,600 
1,000 
1,200 
3,000 
1,200 
1,000 
2,000 
1,300 
700 
3,000 
1,860 
1,260 


1,620 
2,000 

620 
1.000 

800 
2.800 

870 
2,200 


4,286 

10,906 

11,226 

6,228 

13,166 

67,192 

3,115 

6,688 

22,410 

4,200 

2,226 

6,170 

6,650 

2,720 

6,176 

7,410 

6.164 

4,200 

4,686 

4,500 

7.620 

2,460 

2.886 

8,660 

10,464 

4,440 

7,260 


f:.n^j8 

111,  ^41 

i5,>.y7 

111.1:32 
rhji4 

5fji76 

:i*j48 

(i;:j3 

4/JlO 
4.:^ft4 

i".2a4 

'i,'iI4 

am 

4,!j73 
l'^.iiS2 

1-,  1^ 


144,664 

996 

2,868 

4,210 

1,488 

6,086 

42.477 

1.060 

1,668 

11,606 

2,218 

997 

2.860 

1,409 

1,196 

1,633 

1.842 

1,865 

1,460 

2.818 

1,276 

2,443 

760 

798 

070 

4,848 

3,446 

1,668 


Total, 


.    110,602 


248,961 


Tboee  Paiisfaes  haring  an  *  prefixed,  lie  partly  in  AberdeenHhire,  and  partly  in  Kincardineshire ; 
and  those  with  a  t  prefixed,  lie  partly  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  partly  in  Banffshire  ;  but  in  the  fore- 
Koinf  Table  the  total  Popubition,  and  Valuation  of  each  Parish  is  given,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Oeoeas  retumi  no  distinction  is  made.  It  is  also  to  be  obaerved  that,  in  Sir  John  Sindar's  Tables, 
BsDcfaory-Derenick  Is  placed  wholly  in  Kincardhieshire ;  and  the  Parishes  of  Qibrach,  Gartly,  and 
81  Fergna  in  BanlEihire. 

Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  Her  Majesty,  1871. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

AGRICOLTURAL  RETURNS  FOR  ABERDEENSHIRE,  1871. 


1871 


isn 


DBKRirnov  or  Crop. 


Barley  and  Bere. 

Wheats 

Rye,. 


Peaa, 

Total, 
Turnips  and  Swedes. 

Potatoes, 

Oabbage,  Kholrabbi,  and  Rape, 
Carrots, 


769 
18 


.,  excepting  Clover. 

Total, 
Fallow,  or  Uncropped  Arable  Land, . 
Flax, 

•IV>tal, 
Rotation  Oraases.  and  Clover,  . 
Permanent  Pasture,  and  Meadow  Grass. 

Total. 
Total  Acreage  tinder  Com  and  Green  Crops,  bare  Fallow. 


Acreage. 


190.821 
18,891 
1,162 
1,066 


04,611 

8,217 

101 

48 

34 

2,018 


230,118 
31,240 


Total  Acreage 

under  each 

description 

of  Crop. 


212,406 


106,029 


777 


261,867 
and  Grasses,  . 


Total  Acreage 

under  all 

kinds  of  Crop 

and  Grass. 


679,678 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


NUMBER  OF  HORSES,  CATTLE,  SHEEP,  AND  PI08  IN  SCOTLAND, 
AS  RETTUNED  UPON  25th  JUNE  IN  EACH  YEAR. 


Tern. 

HORSK. 

Cattul 

Bhibp. 

PUM. 

Total  number  of  Hones 

used  for  agricultual  pur- 

poeee,  alao  unbroken,  and 

for  the  purpoee  of 

breeding. 

Oowi  and  oilier  Ottttle 
Totai  number  ot 

Sheep  of  all  ages. 
Total  number  of. 

PSgsofan 
number  of. 

1871 
1872 

174,434 
177,206 

1,070,107 
1,120,593 

6,882,747 
7,141,469 

196,642 
185,920 

Presented  to  both  Housea  of  ParliamerU  by  command  of  Her  Majetty,  1872. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

AGRICULTURAL  RETURNS  FOR  ABERDEENSHIRE,  1872. 


Year. 


DiBcupnoK  OP  Cbop. 


Acreage. 


Total  Acnage 

under  each 

'deacripCion 

of  Crop. 


Total  Acreage 

under  all 

Undaaf  Crop 

andGxMa. 


1872 


1872 


Barley  or  Bere, . 
Wheat, 

Rye. 

Beans,       .... 
Peaa. 

T^tal, 
Tumlpa  and  Swedes, 
Potatoes,   .... 
Cabbage,  Kholrabbi,  and  Rape, 
Oarroto,      .... 
Mangolds,  .... 
Vetches,  &c.,  except  Clover  or  Gnss, 

Total, 
*Fhllow  or  Uncropped  Arable  Land, 
Flax, 

Total, 
Rotation  Onuses,  and  Clover,  . 
Permanent  Pasture,  and  Meadow  Grass, 

Total, 
Total  Acreage  under  Com  and  Oreen  Crops,  bare  Fallow, 


191,880 

18,030 

1,867 

1,683 

206 

186 


06,091 

8,414 

96 

67 

11 

2,228 


1,272 
45 


232,178 
81,657 


214,261 

106,896 
1,317 


863,836 
and  Grass. 


685,299 


BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

RETURNS  OF  ACREAGE  UNDER  ORCHARDS,  MARKET  GARDENS, 

NURSERY  GROUNDS,  AND  WOODS ; 

EXCEPTING  GARDEN  LAND  AND  SHRUBBERIES. 

Year,  1872. 


Orcdabob,  ftc. 

MARur  Oardbkb. 

NUHBRRT  GARDIKB. 

Woods  Aim 

PLAMTATIOltS. 

Acreage  of  Arable 
or  Grass  Land  in- 
cluded in  the  above 
columns  but  used 
for  Fruit  Trees. 

Land  used  by 
Market  Gradeners, 

getablos,    included 
in  Acreage  above. 

Land  used  by 

Nunerymen  for 

propagating  Trees 

and  Shrubs. 

Coppices  or  Plan- 
tations excepting 
Garden  Land  and 
Shrubberies. 

Year  1872, 

tl02 

$678 

241 

93,339 

*The  excess  of  Bare  Fallow,  or  Uncropped  Arable  Land  (518  acres)  in  1872,  over  that  of  1871,  is 
accounted  for  in  consequence  of  the  wet  weather  preventing  the  usual  seeding  of  the  land,  at  the 
date  of  the  return,  which  is  the  25th  June  in  each  year. 

tThe  Acreage  here  entered  is  supposed  to  be  included  in  the  Acreage  under  the  head  d  perma- 
nent pa.sturc. 

tThc  Ai-reago  here  entered  appears  to  be  included  in  the  Acrage  under  Turnips,  Potatoes, 
Carrots,  Ac. 
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BOARD   OP   TRADE   RETURNS. 

GENERAL  ABSTRACT. 

ACREAGE  Xmi>ER  ALL  KINDS  OP  CROPS  IN  ABERDEENSHIRE,  YEAR  1872, 

WITH  ACREAGE  OP  WOODS,  MOUNTAIN  LAND, 

MOORS,  &c.,  AND  WATER. 


DncBimoN  of  Cbop. 


Total  of  Acre- 
ag«  under  all 
kinds  of  Crope. 


Total  Acreure 
under  t^diffe- 
rentaectiona 


Total  Acreage 
of  the 
County. 


214,251 

106.896 

1.817 

263.885 


Under  Com  Grope, 

Under  Tumipe,  and  oUier  Green  Grope,     . 

Under  fUlow  ADd  Flax 

Under  Botatkm  and  other  Gnwee, 

Total  Acrase  of  Ullage  Land, . 
Under  Woode  and  PUntations.    . 
Under  Nareery  Ground  for  Young  Trees,   . 

Total  Acreage  of  Pbmtationa.  4cc.    . 
MooBtain  Lend,  Moon.  Peat  Hoesea  and  Waste, 
Water  (approximate  eetimate),    . 

TMal  Acrage  of 

Total  Acreage  of  the  County, 


03.8S9 
241 


575.496 
6,250 


685,299 
98,580 
581,746 


1,200,625 


BOARD  OP  TRADR 

NUMBER  OP  HORSES,  CATTLE,  SHEEP,  AND  PIGS,  IN  ABERDEENSHIRE, 

AS  RETURNED  UPON  25th  JUNE  IN  EACH  YEAR. 


Tear. 

DiBCBipnoN  OP  AimuLS. 

Number  of 

Animals  (rf  each 

kind. 

Total 

1871 

n 

t» 
»f 
»f 

M 

n 

H 

1S71 

Used  solely  for  Agricultural  Purpose!, 
Unbroken  Horns  and  Ifares,  for  Breeding  Purposes, 
TouJNo.  of  Hones,       .       . 
CatOe:— 

Cows  and  Heifers  In  milk  or  in  calf,  .       .       .       . 
Other  OaUle,  two  yeanof  age  and  above, . 
Under  two  yean  of  age, 

Total  No.  of  Cattle,       .       . 
Sheep:— 

One  year  old  and  above, 

Under  one  year  oU, 

Total  No.  of  Sheep, 
Pigiofallagee-TotalNo.of, 

18,803 
8.916 

22,719 

152,047 

119,700 
11,674 

41,890 
87,088 
72,160 

88,106 
81,594 

11,574 

U72 

M 

r# 
n 

»f 

1872 

iTorsef  used  solely  for  Agricultural  Purposes,    . 
Unbroken  Hones  and  Mares,  for  Breeding  Purposes, 

Total  No.  of  Horses, 
Cattle  :— 

Cows  and  Heifen,  In  milk  or  in  call .... 
OHwr  Oattie  tiro  years  of  age  and  aboTO,  . 
Under  two  yean  of  age, 

TotalNo.ofOaUle,       .       . 
Sheep:— 

One  year  old  and  above 

Under  one  year  old,    .       .       .    ,  •       •       •       • 

Total  No.  of  Sheep, 
PlgBOfaUage»-TotalNo.of, 

18,886 
4)221 

23,117 

157.960 

128,808 
18,679 

48,402 
40,485 
74,073 

94,217 
84,001 

13,579 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER^  AND  ACREAGE  OP  HOLDINGS,  OP  J  TO 

1  ACRE,  AND  OP  HOLDINGS  FROM  1  TO  5  ACRES,  WITH  THE  NUMBER 

OP  LIVE  STOCK  THEREON,— YEAR  1872. 


Year. 

Holdiiigi  of  i  Acre,  but  under  1  Acre. 

Number  of  luch 

Holdings 
and  AUoUuente. 

Acreaire  of  such 

Hoidittge 
and  AUotmentiL 

Number  of  nicli 
Holdinga. 

Acreage  of  audi  Holdings 

in  Pasture,  Com,  and 

Green  Crops, 

1872 

83 

40 

1,886 

6,259 

1872 

Number  of  LtM  5toek  kepi  bv  Ooeuplen  of  Hold- 
ing* of  1  to  6  Acraa. 

Hones  of 

Oowsand 
other  Cattle. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pig*. 

67 

845 

663 

1164 

POPULATION,  NUMBER  OP  RETURNS  OBTAINED,  AVERAGE  OP  ACREAGE 

RETURNED  BY  EACH  OCCUPIER,  AND  TOTAL  ACREAGE  UNDER  ALL 

KINDS  OF  CROPS  AND  GRASSES,  YEARS  1871—1872. 


Yeax*. 

Popular 

tionon 

aniApril. 

Number  of  Re- 
turns obtained. 

Average 
Acreage 
of  Land 

by  each 

Oc- 
cupier. 

Total 
Acreage 
under  all 
kinds  of 

Crops. 

Acreage 
under 
Com 
Crops. 

Acreage 
under 
Turnip 
and  other 
Green 
Crops. 

Acreage 

under 

Rotation 

Grass  and 

Clover. 

Acreage 
under 
permap' 
nent 
Pasture 
andHea- 
dows. 

From 
Occu- 
piers of 
Land. 

F^m 
Owners 
ofStoclc 

only. 

1871 
1872 

244,607 

11,654 
11,642; 

64 

47 

50 
50 

579.578 
586,299 

212,405 
214,251 

105,029 
1058,96 

230,118 
232,178 

31,249 
31,657 

1871.  Per  oentage  of  Com  Crops,  to  Total  Acreage  under  all  kinds  of  Crops  and  Graas— 3G.7. 

1872.  Perocntageof  Com  Crops,  to  Total  Acreage  under  all  kinds  of  Crops  and  Gxafl»->86.6. 


TOTAL  AND  PROPORTIONATE  NUMBER  OP  LIVE  STOCK,  AS  RETURNED 
UPON  25th  JUNE,  1872. 


HoBsn. 

Cattus. 

Shkbp. 

PlOB. 

Number  of 

Propor- 

Propor- 

Propor- 

Hones 

tionate 

tionate 

tionate 

tionate 

Years. 

•J^r* 

No.  to 

Total 

No.  to 

Total 

No.  to 

Total 

No.  to 

eveiy  100 

number 

every  100 

number 

every  100 

number 

every  100 

turned  by 

Acres 

returned. 

Acres 

returned. 

Acres 

returned. 

Acres 

Occupiers 

under  Cul- 

under Cul- 

under Cul- 

under Cul- 

of Land. 

tivation. 

tivation. 

tivation. 

tivation. 

1871 

22,719 

3.9 

152,047 

2.62 

119,700 

20.7 

11,574 

2.0 

1872 

23,117 

4.0 

157,960 

2.70 

128,308 

20.9 

13,679 

2.3 
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POPULATION  CENSUS*  1871,  AND  AREA  OF  EACH  COUNTY  IN 

SCOTLAND,  WITH  ACREAGE  OF  CULTIVATED  AND  UNCULTIVATED 

LAND,  AND  NUMBER  OF  OCCUPIERS. 

1872. 


COUNTIBa 

Population 
Census  187L 

Area  in 
Statute  Acre& 

Acreage 

under 

Cultivation. 

Acreage 
Unculti\-»ted. 

N0.0! 
Occupiers 

OtiMd. 

Aberdeen,      .         .        . 

244,007 

1,260,625 

586,299 

676,826 

11,642 

Argyle,  . 

76,635 

2,083,126 

113,462 

1,969,674 

3,460 

^'^     '        ' 

200,745 

735,262 

811,529 

423,783 

8,487 

f^^u          • 

62,010 

439,219 

158,307 

280,912 

4.198 

Berwick, 

86,474 

302,951 

190,369 

112,582 

1,010 

Buie»      . 

16,977 

109,375 

28,357 

86,018 

498 

CaithnesB,      . 

39,989 

465,708 

100,306 

866,403 

2,605 

QacknMDxuui, 

28,742 

29,440 

16,586 

13,864 

207 

Dumbarton,   . 

58,839 

204,800 

45,179 

159,621 

751 

Dumfries, 

74,794 

702,963 

213,821 

489,132 

2,619 

Forfar,  . 

828,335 

284,925 

130,805 

104,120 

1,050 

43,598 

840,000 

101,672 

288,428 

2,081 

160,310 

328,427 

240,636 

87,791 

2,864 

237,528 

568,750 

241,493 

827,267 

2,697 

Haddiiig^ton,  . 

87,770 

179,142 

112,532 

66,610 

580 

Invemesa, 

87,480 

2,723,501 

118,652 

2,604,949 

6,110 

Kincardine,   . 

34,651 

252,250 

118,700 

133,550 

1,892 

Kinron, 

7,208 

49,812 

34,424 

15,388 

296 

KirkcoHbright, 

41,852 

610,313 

168,735 

441,578 

1,586 

l^nark,. 

765.279 

568,687 

241,646 

327,041 

3,099 

Linlithgow,    . 

41,191 

11,113 

57,472 

23,641 

627 

Nairn,    . 

10,213 

137,500 

25,087 

112,403 

427 

Orkney, 
Shetland,       .        . 

62,887 

698,726 

89,902 
50,904 

467,920 

3,123 
8,999 

PeeWea,          .        , 

12,314 

227,869 

40,677 

187,192 

828 

Perth,    .        . 

127,741 

1,814,063 

327,696 

1,486,367 

6,401 

Renfi«w. 

RoBB  and  Cromarty 

216,919 

168,268 

90,597 

67,671 

1,800 

f      • 

80,909 

2,016,375 

128,471 

1,892,904 

6,646 

Roxbu,^.     .        . 

53,965 

428,494 

171,434 

257,060 

1,216 

Sendrk,          .        . 

14,001 

166,524 

22,026 

144,499 

228 

Stirling, 
SuthflS^d,   .        . 

98,179 

295,876 

105,073 

190,802 

1,498 

23,686 

1,207,188 

23,465 

188,723 

2,529 

Wigton,         .         . 

88,795 
3,858,613 

827,906 

144,178 
4,638,834 

183,728 

1,326 

Total, 

' 

19,639,877 

15,101,043 

80,665 

ABSTRACT  ACREAGE  UNDER  DIFFERENT  CROPS,  GRASSES  AND 
WOODLAND,  SCOTLAND. 


Team 

Total  Acreage 
under  all  kinds 
of  Com  Crops. 

Total  Acre- 
age under 
Turnips. 

TbtalAcro- 
age  under 
Potatoes. 

Total  Acre- 
age under 
Carrots.  Man- 
Vetches. 

Total  Acreage 
under  Rotation 

and  other 

Grasses. 

TbtalAcre- 

sge  under 

VToodsand 

Plantations. 

1871 
1872 

1,430,869 
1,434,937 

500.978 
601,826 

184,307 
176,615 

18.807 
22,952 

2,369,136 
2,373,103 

734,490 

24  RIVEKS, 

Rivers. 

The  principal  rivers  in  Aberdeenshire  are  the  Dee,  the  Don, 
the  Ytnan,  the  Ugie,  and  the  Doveran. 

The  Dee  is  by  tar  the  largest  river  in  the  County.  It  has  its 
source  on  the  south-west  of  Ben-mac-dhui,  at  an  elevation  of 
upwards  of  4,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  after  a  south  and 
easterly  course  of  about  80  miles,  falls  into  the  sea  at  Aberdeen  ; 
but  in  a  direct  line  from  its  source  to  the  sea  it  is  only  about 
60  miles. 

About  14  miles  of  the  lower  course  of  the  river,  from  Aber- 
deen to  the  Nether  Mills  of  Drum,  forms  the  boundary  l)etween 
Aberdeen  and  Kincardine  shires,  and  from  the  Mills  ol  Drum  up 
to  the  Haughs  of  Sluie  in  Kincardine  O'Neil  (about  nine  miles), 
the  course  of  the  river  is  wholly  in  Kincardineshire,  and  the 
parish  of  Banchory-Teman,  ana  from  Sluie  up  to  the  source 
of  the  river,  its  course  is  wholly  in  Aberdeenshira  The 
w^ater  catchment  area  of  the  Dee  Ls  computed  to  be  about  780 
square  miles,  and  its  minimum  discharge  of  water  into  the  sea, 
102,000,000  gallons  daily. 

In  its  course,  the  Dee  drains  the  following  parishes  or  por- 
tions of  them  in  Aberdeenshire,  viz.,  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  or 
Aberdeen ;  the  southern  portion  of  Old  Machar ;  the  northern 
portions  of  Banchory-Devenick  ;  the  parishes  of  Peter  Culter 
and  Drumoak ;  the  southern  parts  of  Newhills ;  the  parishes  of 
Skene  and  Echt ;  and  the  southern  parts  of  Midmar  parish ;  the 
parishes  of  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Birse,  Aboyne,  and  Glentanar, 
iiUmphanan,  and  the  greater  portion  of  CouU ;  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  parishes  of  Tarland,  Mi^ie,  and  Logic  Coldstone  ; 
the  whole  of  the  parishes  of  Glenmuick,  Tullich,  and  Glengaim, 
and  of  Crathie  and  Braemar. 

Of  Kincardineshire  the  Dee  drains  a  portion  of  the  parishes 
of  Nigg  and  Banchory-Devenick ;  and  the  parishes  of  Mary 
Culter,  Durris,  Strachan,  and  Banchory-Teman. 

On  the  north  or  left  bank  of  the  river,  the  jjrincipal  tributary 
streams  are  the  Denbum,  and  the  Holbum,  in  Aberdeen ;  the 
Ruthrieston  bum,  and  the  burn  of  Cults,  in  Banchory-Devenick ; 
the  bums  of  Murtle,  and  the  Leuchar,  in  Peter  Culter ;  the 
Dowalty  bum,  from  the  Loch  of  Dmm,  and  the  water  of  Canny, 
or  the  bum  of  Belty,  from  the  braes  of  Kincardine  O'Neil ;  the 
w^ater  of  Dess,  from  Luraphanan,  and  the  bum  of  Coull,  from 
Tarland  and  the  braes  oi  Cromar ;  the  water  of  Dinnet,  from 
Lochs  Kinnoir  and  Dawin ;  the  burn  of  Tullich  a  litttle  below, 
and  the  waters  of  Glengairn,  two  miles  above  Ballater;  the 
•  waters  of  Micras,  Crathie,  and  Monaltric,  above  Balmoral,  and 
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the  Slugcan,  or  Aiilt-dowrie,  opposite  Castletown  of  Braemar, 
and  the  Quoich,  and  the  Lui,  up  to  the  Linn  of  Dee. 

On  the  south  side,  or  right  bank  of  the  river,  the  chief  tribu- 
taries are  the  Leggart  bum,  from  the  Loch  of  Loirston ;  the 
bum  of  Ardo,  and  tne  bums  of  Mary  Culter,  and  Tilbouries ;  the 
Sheoch  at  Durris;  the  bum  of  Tilwhilly,  and  the  water  of 
Feugh  at  Banchory.  In  Birse  there  are  the  bums  of  Cattie, 
Balfour,  and  Ault-dinny;  the  waters  of  Glentanar,  above 
Charleston  of  Aboyne,  and  the  Poulach  above  Dee-castle.  The 
waters  of  Glenmuick  at  Ballater,  and  the  Gimock,  between  Glen- 
gaim  and  Crathie  parishes ;  the  Geldie,  at  Abergeldie,  and  the 
Guelder  above  Balmoral ;  the  Garrawalt  in  Ballochbuie ;  the 
Clunie,  at  Castletown  of  Braemar,  and  the  Mulzie,  and  the  Eye, 
a  little  below  the  Linn  of  Dee.  About  four  miles  above  the  Linn, 
the  Dee  receives  the  confluent  waters  of  the  Geauly,  the  By- 
nack  and  the  Ault-davies,  streams  which  flow  from  the  extreme 
south-western  mountains  of  the  County.  About  six  miles  north 
of  the  influx  of  the  Geauly,  the  Dee  receives  the  waters  of  the 
Geusachan,  which  flows  from  Loch-na-youn,  a  small  lake  on  the 
.south-west  shoulder  of  Caimtoul,  on  the  confines  of  Inverness- 
shire,  and  for  about  six  miles  further  north  of  the  influx  of  the 
Geusachan,  the  river  has  its  course  through  the  rocky  and  per- 
eipitous  glen  of  the  Garchory,  where  it  first  assumes  the  name 
of  Dee,  supposed  to  be  derived  from  a  hill  which  in  Gaelic  is 
called  Gaibh-chor-dhe. 

The  valley  through  which  the  Dee  flows  from  its  source  to  the 
sea,  is  in  general  narrow,  and  the  flow  or  fall  from  the  Linn 
to  the  sea,  averages  about  18  feet  per  mile.  But  on  its  lower 
course,  from  the  sea  to  the  Caimton  Intake  of  the  Aberdeen 
water,  the  average  rise  is  only  about  10  feet  per  mile.  The 
river,  at  the  Caimton  Intake,  is  224  feet  above  sea  level,  at  the 
rocks  of  Inchbare,  above  the  Bridge  of  Potarch,  it  is  270  feet,  at 
the  Linn,  it  is  1214  feet,  and  at  the  Wells  of  Dee  it  is  4014  feet. 
At  the  influx  of  the  waters  of  Glengaim,  two  miles  above 
Ballater,  and  46J  miles  from  the  sea,  the  water  of  the  Dee  is 
very  soft  and  pure,  and  almost  free  of  animal,  or  sewage  conta- 
mination ;  but  in  its  flow  downwards  it  receives  the  sewage  of 
Ballater,  and  the  peaty  waters  of  Loch  Muick,  and  of  Loch 
Kinnoir ;  the  sewage  of  the  villages  of  Tarland,  Aboyne,  and  Kin- 
canline  O'NeiL  So  that  at  the  Intake  of  the  Aberdeen  water, 
at  Caimton,  the  solid  impurities  and  organic  elements  are  in- 
creased fully  three  fold.  Below  Cairnton,  the  Dee  receives  the 
sewage  of  the  village  of  Banchory,  the  peaty  waters  of  the 
Feugb,  and  of  the  Ix)ch  of  Dnim.  At  Peter  Culter,  it  receives 
the  peaty  waters  of  the  Loch  of  Skene,  the  refuse  of  the  Gnrlogio 
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woollen  mills,  and  the  waste  soda  liquor  from  the  Culter  paper 
works,  and  before  it  falls  into  the  sea,  the  whole  sewage  of  the 
city  of  Aberdeen,  and  is  thereby  utterly  befouled 

FishiTwa. — ^The  salmon  net  and  coble  fishing  stations,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Banchory-Ternan  are  numerous,  and 
considered  to  be  of  exeat  value.  Above  Banchory,  in  the  pools 
of  Ballorie,  Kincardine,  Aboyne,  Ballater,  and  Invercauld,  and 
in  the  silvery  shallows,  and  rocky  rapids  of  the  upper  channels 
of  the  river,  the  rod  fisher  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  is  in  most 
seasons  amply  rewarded.  Loch  Callater,  in  Braemar,  is  well 
stored  with  small  sized  salmon,  and  Loch  Vrotichan,  with  red 
fleshed  trout,  while  most  of  the  lochs  and  tributary  streams 
are  well  stored  with  trout,  pike,  and  eels.  Last  season  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  salToo-eroix,  or  great  lake  trout,  weighing  40 
lbs.,  was  caught  by  the  rod  in  the  Drumoak  water. 

Tke  Don, — ^This  river  stands  second  in  Aberdeenshire  in 

?oint  of  drainage  area,  length  of  course,  and  discharge  of  water, 
he  Don  has  its  source  on  a  low  ridge  of  hills  in  the  south- 
western parts  of  Corgarft*  in  the  parish  of  Strathdon,  on  the 
confines  of  Banffshire,  and  falls  into  the  sea  at  Old  Aberdeen, 
about  two  miles  north  of  the  mouth  of  the  Dee.  Its  general 
course  is  north-easterly,  and  very  winding,  measuring  in  all 
about  70  J  miles,  but  in  a  direct  line  from  its  source  to  the  sea, 
it  is  only  about  48  miles.  The  whole  course  of  the  Don  is  in 
Aberdeenshire,  and  the  water  catchment  area  of  the  river  and 
its  tributaries,  is  estimated  to  be  420  square  miles,  and  its 
average  minimum  discharge  of  water  mto  the  sea  about 
60,000,000  gallons  daily. 

In  its  course,  the  Don  along  with  its  tributaries,  drains  the 
following  parishes,  or  portions  of -them,  viz.,  portions  of  the 
parish  of  Old  Machar ;  the  northern  parts  of  Newhills ;  the 
parishes  of  Dyce,  New  Machar,  Fintray,  Kinnellar,  Kintore  and 
Keith-halL  The  Ury  drains  the  southern  portions  of  the  parishes 
of  Bourtie  and  Meldrum ;  and  the  eastern  parts  of  Fyvie ;  the 
parishes  of  Daviot,  Rayne,  and  Culsamond  ;  and  small  portions 
of  the  parishes  of  Forgue  and  Gkirtly ;  the  parishes  of  Insch, 
Leslie,  Premnay ;  part  of  Oyne ;  the  greater  portion  of  the  pa- 
rishes of  Clatt,  and  of  Kennethmont,  and  most  of  Inverurie,  and 
Chapel  of  Garioch.  Above  Inverurie,  the  Don  drains  the  parishes 
of  Kemnay,  Cluny,  Monymusk ;  the  southern  parts  of^  Chapel 
of  Garioch  and  Oyne,  and  the  northern  portion  of  Hidmar ;  the 

f parishes  of  Tough,  Keig,  Tullynessle  and  Forbes,  Alford,  Leochel 
/ushnie,  and  a  small  portion  of  CouU ;  the  parishes  of  Towie 
and  Kildrummy,  and  the  southern  parts  of  Auchindoir ;  the 
parishes  of  Glenbuckct  and  Strathdon ;  the  Donside  parts  of 
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Tarland  and  Migvie,  and  the  Deskryside  portion  of  Logic  Cold- 
stone  parish. 

The  principal  tributaries  of  the  Don,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  are  the  Dums  of  Parkhill  from  the  Bishop's  Loch,  and  of 
Bosehall  fronx  New  Machar,  and  the  bum  of  Enmuck  in  Fin- 
tray.  The  Water  of  Ury  at  Inverurie,  with  its  tributaries  of  the 
Lochter,  the  Logic,  the  Shevach,  and  the  Gadie.  The  burns  of 
Balquhain,  and  the  Ervie  in  Chapel  of  Garioch ;  the  burns  of 
Kei^  at  Castle  Forbes  and  Whitehaugh,  and  the  Esset  from 
Tullvnessle.  The  watvir  of  Mossat  in  Kildrummy ;  the  waters 
of  Glenkindie,  and  of  Glenbucket.  In  Strathdon  it  receives  the 
waters  of  Glen-noughty,  Glen-eman,  and  the  bum  of  Loinherry 
at  AUaigue,  with  numerous  mountain  streams  on  the  north 
side  of  (5>r^arff 

On  the  right,  or  south  bank  of  the  Don,  its  chief  tributaries 
are  the  Scatterbum,  and  Bucksbum  in  NewhilLs,  and  the  Far- 
bum  in  Dyce  ;  the  Blackburn  in  Kinnellar,  and  the  Tuack  in 
Kintore.  The  bum  of  Ton,  between  Kemnav,  Cluny,  and  Mony- 
musk  ;  the  bum  of  Bents  from  Tough,  tne  bum  of  Buckie, 
and  the  water  of  Leochel,  by  the  church  of  AMbrd  ;  the  bum 
of  Culfork  in  Towie ;  the  Deskry  water,  and  the  waters  of 
Glencarvy,  and  Glenconry  in  Stratndon,  with  the  bums  of  the 
Vannich,  and  the  Cock  at  the  Castleton,  with  other  small  moun- 
tain streams  on  the  south  side  of  Corgarff 

The  valley  through  which  the  Don  flows  is  very  irregular. 
From  its  deoouchure  up  to  the  Cothal  Mills  in  Fintray,  about 
eight  miles  from  the  sea  by  the  course  of  the  river,  and  140  feet 
above  its  level,  the  valley  is  narrow,  and  in  many  places,  as  at 
the  Braes  and  Brig  o'  Balgownie,  Seaton,  and  Woodside,  Stoney- 
wood,  and  the  manse  of  Dyce,  the  river  is  confined  to  its  some- 
what rocky  channel  by  steep  precipices.  From  the  Cothal 
MilU  weir,  up  to  the  influx  of  the  Ury,  a  distance  of  about  18 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  170  feet  above  its  level,  the  river  has  a 
very  meandering  course  through  the  broad  fertile  haughs  of 
Beedliestone,  Kinnaldie,  Fintray,  Kintore,  and  Thainstone,  and 
in  many  parts  its  flow  is  extremely  slug^sk  From  Inverurie 
up  to  liemnay  the  valley  is  narrow,  the  nver  being  confined  by 
the  steep  bants  of  Roqunaroldon  the  east,  and  the  finely  wooded 
braes  of  Manar  and  Fettemear,  on  the  west.  From  the  Bridge 
of  Kemnay,  or  Fettemear,  up  to  Ramstone,  which  is  about  28  J 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  284  feet  above  sea  level,  the  course  of 
the  river  winds  through  the  centre  of  the  finely  wooded  vale  of 
Fettemear,  Kemnay,  and  Monymusk.  From  Kamstone  up  to 
the  Bridge  of  Keig,  at  Castle  Forbes,  which  is  32  J  miles  from 
the  sea,  and  40G  feet  above  its  level,  the  course  of  th«  river  is 
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through  the  dark  narrow  valley  of  the  Glentons,  which  lies  be- 
tween the  lower  slopes  of  the  Millstone  hill,  at  the  "  foot  of  Be- 
Tiachie  "  on  the  north,  and  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Menaway 
ridge,  on  the  soutk  From  the  Bridge  of  Keig,  up  to  the  Kirk- 
town  of  Forbes,  the  course  of  the  river  nearly  divides  the  fertile 
vale  of  Alford,  which  comprehends  the  parishes  of  Alford,  Tough, 
Keig,  Tullynessle,  and  Forbes,  Leochel  Cushnie,  and  the  north 
part  of  CoulL 

The  Bridge  of  Alford,  at  Waterside  of  Forbes,  is  38^  miles 
from  the  sea,  and  470  feet  above  its  level  The  river  opposite 
to  the  old  church  and  churchyard  of  Forbes  is  41  miles  fit)m 
the  sea,  and  about  500  feet  above  its  level  From  Kirkton  of 
Forbes  up  to  the  Inver,  or  influx  of  the  water  of  Mossat,  which 
is  43  miles  from  the  sea,  and  670  feet  above  its  level,  the  course 
of  the  river  is  through  the  narrow  finely  wooded  pass  of  Little- 
wood  and  Glenlogie,  and  between  the  northern  slopes  of  Callie- 
var(Coille-bharr)and  the  southern  slopes  of  Lord  Arthur'sCaim. 
From  Invermossat,  up  to  the  influx  of  the  bum  of  Glenkindie, 
which  is  about  51  miles  from  the  sea,  and  746  feet  above  its 
level,  the  river  has  a  very  tortuous  course,  through  the  broad 
gravelly  haughs  of  Brux,  Towie,  and  Kinclune,  and  the  steep 
braes  of  Brux  and  of  Kildrummy.  From  Glenkindie,  up  to  the 
yellow  waters  of  the  Bucket,  which  is  53  miles  from  the  sea,  and 
about  786  feet  above  its  level,  the  course  of  the  river  is  confined 
to  a  narrow  valley  with  steep  braes  on  each  side  only  partially 
cultivated.  From  the  confluence  of  the  Bucket,  up  to  tne  rocky 
gorge,  and  old  Bridge  of  Pooldhulie  (which  spans  the  river  a 
little  above  the  church  of  Strathdon),  57  J  miles  from  the  sm, 
and  940  feet  above  its  level,  the  course  of  the  river  winds  through 
the  broad  gravelly  haughs  of  Newe  and  Colquhonny,  and  along 
this  part  of  its  course  it  receives  the  large  tributary  streams  of 
Glendeskry,  at  Rippachy,  and  Glennoughty,  at  Bellabeg^.  From 
Pooldhulie  up  to  IJridgend  of  Allareue,  in  Corgarff',  which  is  66 
miles  from  tne  sea,  and  1416  feet  aoove  its  level,  the  valley  of 
the  river  is  narrow  (excepting  the  broad  haughs  of  Candacraig 
and  Invereman,  and  at  tne  church  and  castle  of  Corgarfl),  ana 
the  mountains  on  both  sides  rise  almost  precipitously  from  the 
stream.  From  the  Bridge  of  Allargue  (the  highest  public  road 
bridge  on  the  Don),  up  to  its  source,  which  is  2070  feet  above 
sea  level,  the  upper  course  of  the  river  for  two  or  three  miles 
can  hardly  be  traced  throuffh  peat  moss,  and  it  is  not  until  it 
approaches  the  shooting  lodge  of  Delnadamph,  that  it  assumes 
the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  bum. 

At  tne  Bridge  of  Ramstone,  at  Paradise,  in  the  top  of  the  vale 
of  Monymusk,  the  water  of  the  Don, although  soft,  is  harder  than 
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that  of  the  Dee  at  Aboyne,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  extent 
of  limestone  rock  in  its  upper  water  catchment  area,  and  darker 
in  colour,  from  the  peaty  source  of  the  river,  and  that  of  many 
of  its  tributary  streams.  Near  Inverurie,  the  Don  receives  the 
sewage  of  that  place  in  an  almost  undiluted  state,  and  by  the 
Ury,  the  sewage  of  Old  Meldrum,  and  the  villages  of  Insch  and 
Auchleven,  along  with  a  large  quantity  of  organic  matter  from 
many  closely  cultivated  and  thickly  populated  valleys.  Below 
Inverurie,  it  receives  the  sewage  of  rort-Mphinstone,  and  the 
refuse  of  the  Broomend  paper  works,  and  a  few  miles  lower 
down,  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Kintore.  On  its  lower  course 
the  Don  receives  the  refuse  of  the  Cothal  Mills*  woollen 
factory,  and  the  refuse  of  the  Stoneywood  and  Mugiemoss 
t)ai>er  works,  the  sewage  of  the  villages  of  Stoneywood,  Bux- 
Dum,  Auchmull,  and  Woodside,  with  the  refuse  of  tne  Printfield 
works,  and  the  refuse  of  the  woollen  factories  of  Grandholm 
and  Gordon  Mills,  and  the  whole  sewage  of  Old  Aberdeen,  pure 
and  undiluted,  just  before  the  river  faUs  into  the  sea,  therefore, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  water  of  the  Don,  in  its  lower 
course,  is  "  horribly  polluted." 

Fishings. — ^The  saunon  fishings  of  the  Nether  Don,  and  those 

Sertaining  to  the  river  in  the  sea,  and  at  the  Grandholm  cruive 
ykes,  are  in  most  seasons  considered  to  be  nearly  as  valuable 
as  those  in  the  tideway  of  the  Dee.  The  upper  waters  of  the 
river,  and  its  tributary  streams  of  the  Ury,  the  Gadie,  the 
Leochel,  and  the  Mossat,  afford  good  rod  fishing  for  trout.  In 
the  pools  of  Dyce,  Fintray,  Kintore,  Kemnay,  Monymusk,  and 
Alford,  numerous  salmon  are  caught  by  the  rod,  especially  after 
floods  which  allow  the  fish  to  surmount  the  Kettocks  Mill  weir, 
which  is  only  a  little  above  hi^h  water  mark,  and  the  many 
other  dam  dykes  which  exist  within  eight  miles  of  the  sea. 

The  Ythan. — The  river  Ythan  has  its  source  on  the  eastern 
slopes  of  the  Bisset  hills,  in  the  parish  of  Forgue,  and,  after  a 
winding  northerly  course  of  about  seven  miles  to  Towie-Bar- 
clay,  and  then  a  south-easterly  course  through  Fyvie,  and 
Methlick,  falls  into  the  sea  near  Newburgh,  about  five  miles 
below  the  village  of  EUoa  The  length  of  its  course,  from  its 
source  to  the  sea  is  about  33J  miles,  but  in  a  direct  line  it  is 
only  24  miles.  The  whole  course  of  the  Ythan  is  in  Aber- 
deenshira  Its  water  catchment  area  is  estimated  to  be  about 
220  square  miles,  and  its  minimum  discharge  of  water  into  the 
sea  15,000,000  gallons  daily. 

At  extreme  nigh  water,  the  tide  is  slightly  perceptible  at  the 
Bridge  of  Ellon.  At  the  rocks  of  Tarty,  which  bound  Ellon  and 
Logic  Buchan  parishes,  the  river  is  only  about  150  feet  broad. 
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but  at  the  sleeks  below,  it  expands  out  at  high  water  into  an 
estuary  of  about  600  yards  in  width,  and  on  the  reflux  of  the 
tide  a  scour  is  created,  which  assists  in  keeping  the  sandy  mouth 
of  the  river  open,  and  a  navigable  channel  clear  for  vessels  of 
about  100  tons  burthen,  up  to  the  creek  of  Newburgh,  and  for 
punts,  or  lighters,  up  to  the  bone  mills,  and  grain  stores  at  the 
Meadow  of  Waterton,  which  is  within  one  mile  of  Ellon,  or 
about  foiu"  miles  of  the  sea. 

The  Ythan  and  its  tributaries  drain  the  following  parishes, 
or  portions  of  them,  viz.,  the  greater  portion  of  the  narishes  of 
Slams  and  Foveran ;  the  parishes  of  Logic  Buchan,  Ellon,  Udnv, 
Tarves,  and  Metblick  ;  the  southern  part  of  the  parishes  of  Old 
and  New  Deer,  and  Monquhitter,  and  the  northern  portions  of 
Bourtie  and  Meldrum ;  the  greater  portion  of  Fyvie  parish ;  the 
whole  of  Auchterless ;  the  southern  parts  of  Turrift,  and  small 
portions  of  Culsalmond  and  Forgue. 

The  principal  tributaries  of  the  Ythan  are  the  bums  of  Forvie 
in  Slains,  and  Old  Mill  at  Auchmacoy ;  the  bum  of  Foveran  at 
Newburgh,  and  of  Tarty  in  Logie  Buchan ;  the  Brony  and  its 
tributanes  above  Esslemont,  and  the  water  of  Ebrie,  above  the 
Kinharrachies ;  the  burn  of  Kelly  at  Haddo-house,  and  the 
Burn-grains  in  Methlick  ;  the  burns  of  Schivas  and  Chapelton 
at  Tanglang  ford,  and  the  Blackwater  at  Gight ;  the  bums  of 
Petty,  Kothie,  and  Tifty  in  Fvvie,  and  of  Pitdoulsie  in  Turrift, 
and  the  Ghirries  bum,  and  otner  small  streams  in  Auchterless 
and  Culsalmond. 

The  Ythan,  from  its  source  to  the  sea,  flows  through  an  almost 
closely  cultivated  district,  and,  along  with  its  tributary  streams, 
it  drains  a  large  extent  of  rich  agricultural  land.  From  its 
source,  to  the  Old  Castle  of  Towie-Barclay,  the  water  which 
issues  from  the  clay  slate  of  the  district  is  pure,  soft,  and  spark- 
ling, and  almost  free  of  animal  contaminatioa  But  from  Towie 
to  its  debouchure,  and  in  consequence  of  the  peaty  source  of 
several  of  its  tributaries,  the  water  discharged  into  the  sea  is  of 
a  dark  yellowish  colour,  and  it  contains  a  Targe  quantity  of  or- 

fanic  elements,  along  with  the  sewage  of  Methhck,  Ellon,  and 
lewburgh. 

The  Bridge  of  Ellon  is  about  five  miles  from  the  sea,  and  the 
crown  of  the  centre  arch  is  36  feet  above  sea  level ;  the  ford  of 
Kinharrachie  is  about  7  J  miles  from  the  sea,  and  24  feet  above 
its  level ;  the  Tanglang  ford  is  12  J  miles  from  the  sea,  and  66 
feet  above  its  level ;  and  at  the  Bridge  of  Methlick,  14 J  miles 
from  the  sea,  the  river  is  about  76  feet  above  its  level  At  the 
north  gate  of  Fyvie  Castle,  24  miles  from  the  sea,  the  river  is 
about  131  feet  above  sea  level     At  Towie-Barclay,  26J  miles 
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from  the  sea,  it  is  158  feet,  and  at  the  Wells  of  Ythan,  it  is 
708  feet  above  sea  level 

Filings. — ^The  salmon  fishings  on  the  sea  shore,  and  in  the 
estuary  of  the  river,  up  as  far  as  the  church  of  Lorie  Buchan, 
are  very  valuable,  so  are  the  mussel  and  some  cocHe  beds  in 
the  sleeks  of  the  tide  way.  Up  to  the  old  cruive  dykes,  above  the 
Bridge  of  Ellon,  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  salmon,  sea  and 
bull  trout,  flounders  and  eels,  and  higher  up,  the  river  and  most 
of  its  tributaries  afford  good  sport  to  the  angler  for  the  yellow, 
or  common  bum  trout.  In  ancient  times  the  pearl  mussel 
fishing  of  the  Ythan  seems  to  have  been  an  object  of  far  greater 
importance  than  it  is  now,  although  occasionally  pearls  of 
considerable  value  are  found  in  it 

The  abundance  of  food  on  the  sleeks  of  the  estuary  of  the 
Ythan,  and  probably  the  mussel  beds,  attract  a  greater  number 
and  variety  of  sea  mwl  than  any  other  river  on  the  east  coast 
of  Scotland.  The  duck  tribe  rrequent  the  estuary  chiefly  in 
winter,  the  gulls,  guUiemots,  cormorants,  and  terns,  at  most 
seasons  of  the  year,  in  fflreat  numbers. 

The  Ugie. — ^The  southern  branch  of  the  Ugie  has  its  source 
in  the  huls  of  Bonny  Kelly  in  the  parish  of  New  Deer,  and  after 
a  meandering  south-easterly  course  of  about  26  J  miles,  falls 
into  the  sea  at  Inverugie,  about  one  mile  north  of  Peterhead, 
but  in  a  direct  line  from  its  source  to  the  sea,  it  is  only  18  miles. 
The  northern  branch  of  the  Ugie  has  several  sources  n-om  which 
it  M)rings,  in  the  higher  westerly  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Tyrie 
ana  Aberdour,  and,  after  a  rather  winding  soutn-easterly  course 
of  about  16i  miles,  blends  its  waters  with  "  Muckle  Ugie  in  the 
haughs  of  Rora,"  about  eight  miles  from  the  sea. 

The  sources  and  courses  of  both  these  streams  are  wholly  in 
Aberdeenshire,  and  their  water  catchment  area  may  be  esti- 
mated at  about  135  square  miles,  and  the  minimum  discharge 
of  water  into  the  sea,  about  8,500,000  gallons  daily. 

The  Ugie  waters  drain  the  following  parishes,  or  portions  of 
them,  viz.,  about  one  half  of  the  parishes  of  Peterhead  and 
St.  Fergus ;  the  parish  of  Longside,  and  the  western  parts  of 
Lonmay ;  the  greater  portion  of  the  parishes  of  Old  and  New 
Deer ;  the  most  of  the  parish  of  Strichen ;  and  the  western 
parts  of  Tyrie,  and  of  Aberdour. 

Their  chief  tributary  streams  are  the  Colliebum  and  the 
bum  of  Alehousehill  in  'Peterhead ;  the  Burnmill  between  St. 
Femis  and  Longside ;  the  bums  of  Faichfield,  Lenshart,  and 
Clola  in  Longside ;  the  bums  of  Crichie,  Benwalls,  and  Bruxie  in 
Old  Deer ;  and  the  bums  of  Artamford,  Culsh,  and  Whitehills, 
in  New  Deer.   The  tributary  streams  of  the  north  Ugie,  are  the 
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bum  of  Dcnond,  between  Lonmay  and  Strichen,  and  of  Kin- 
drought  and  Borrowhill,  in  Strichen,  with  several  small  tribu- 
tary streams  in  the  south-western  parts  of  Tyne  and  Aberdour 
parishes. 

Both  the  Ugies  have  their  sources  in,  and  flow  through  con- 
siderable fields  of  peat  moss,  and  many  of  their  tributaries  issue 
from  fields  of  many  hundred  acres  of  spongy  moss,  such  as 
those  in  St.  Fergus,  Longside,  Old  Deer,  and  Strichen,  wliich, 
and  along  with  a  large  quantity  of  vegetable  matter,  iron  ore, 
and  the  sewage  of  the  villages  of  New  Dear,  New  Pitsligo, 
Strichen,  New  Leeds,  Fetteranffus,  Old  Deer,  Stuarttield,  Mint- 
law,  and  Longside,  and  the  refuse  of  the  woollen  factories  of 
Aden  and  MiUbreck,  gives  the  waters  of  the  Ugies  a  very  dark 
brown  colour,  and  makes  it  unfit  for  domestic  purpjoses. 

Fishings, — ^The  salmon  fishings  in  the  sea,  and  in  the  tide- 
way of  the  river  are  not  considered  to  be  of  great  value,  and 
few  find  their  way  above  the  Inverugie  cruive  dykes,  except  in 
the  open  season  for  spawning,  and  owing  to  the  bye  channels 
in  the  broad  haughs  along  tne  confluent  streams,  and  in  the 
water  catchment  meadows  on  the  south  Ugie,  and  in  the  various 
mill  weirs  they  get  so  much  entangled  that  few  spawned  fish 
find  their  way  back  to  the  sea. 

At  English  Mill,  a  little  above  the  Inverugie  cruive  dykes, 
some  years  ago,  the  tacksman  of  the  salmon  fishings  erecte<l 
small  salmon  breeding  ponds ;  but  they  have  been  attended 
with  little  success.  The  rod  fishing  for  finnicks,  or  sea  trout, 
within  eight  miles  of  the  sea,  and  for  bum  trout,  higher  up,  is 
considered  to  be  good 

The  Doveran. — ^The  Doveran  has  its  source  in  the  Upper 
Cabrach,  west  of  the  Buck,  on  the  confines  of  the  parishes  of 
Cabrach,  Towie,  and  Glenbucket ;  and,  after  a  rather  winding 
northerly  course  of  about  58  miles,  falls  into  the  sea  between 
the  burgh  of  Banff,  and  the  town  of  Macduff;  but,  in  a  direct 
line  from  its  source  to  the  sea,  it  is  only  33  miles. 

For  about  three  miles  of  its  lower  course,  the  Doveran  divides 
the  counties  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  and  the  detached  portion 
of  the  parish  of  King  Edward  from  Banff!  For  about  half  a 
mile  higher  up,  to  the  house  of  Eden,  it  is  wholly  in  Banffshire, 
and  the  parisn  of  Alvak  For  other  two  miles  higher  up,  the 
river  again  divides  the  counties,  and  the  parishes  of  King 
Edward  and  Alvah  ;  but  again  Banflshire  ana  a  portion  of  the 
parish  of  Alvah  crosses  to  the  east  of  the  river,  and  continues 
up  to  the  bum  of  Ashogle,  which  is  about  nine  miles  from  the 
sea.  From  the  influx  of  the  burn  of  Ashogle  up  to  Draughlaw 
in  the  parish  of  Inverkeithney,  about  15i  miles  from  the  sea, 
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the  Doveran  divides  the  counties,  and  the  parishes  of  Turriff 
and  Forglen.  From  Draughlaw  up  to  Comeyhaugh  in  Forgue, 
17  J  miles  from  the  sea,  the  course  of  the  river  is  wliolly  in 
Banffshire,  and  the  parishes  of  Inverkeithney,  and  Mamoch. 
For  about  one  mile  along  Comeyhaugh,  the  river  divides  the 
counties,  and  the  parishes  of  Forgue  and  Rothiemay ;  but  from 
the  former  place  up  to  the  Bridge  of  Rothiemay,  it  is  whollv 
in  Banffshire,  and  the  parish  of  Rothiemay.  From  the  Mill- 
town  of  Rothiemay,  up  to  the  influx  of  the  water  of  Isla,  which 
is  21 J  miles  from  tne  sea,  and  296  feet  above  its  level,  the  river 
divides  the  counties,and  the  parishes  of  Huntly  and  Rothiemay. 
From  the  influx  of  the  Isla  water,  up  to  near  Edinglassie,  which 
is  in  the  Banffehire  part  of  Glass,  and  38^  miles  from  the  sea, 
the  course  of  the  river  is  wholly  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  the 
parishes  of  Huntljr  and  Glassw  From  Edinglassie  up  to  Kings- 
fonl,  fully  one  mile  below  the  church  of  Cabrach,  about  51 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  970  feet  above  its  level,  the  course  of 
the  river  is  wholly  in  Banffshire ;  and  fi'om  the  Kingsford  up 
to  its  source  which  is  1847  feet  above  sea  level,  the  course  of 
the  river  is  wholly  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  in  the  upper  district 
of  the  CabraciL 

The  Bogie  water  has  its  soiu*ce  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the 
**  Buck  of  Cabrach,"  and,  after  a  winding  northerly  course  of 
about  22  miles,  falls  into  the  Doveran,  about  one  mile  below 
the  town  of  Huntly. 

The  chief  tributary  streams  of  the  Doveran,  in  Aberdeenshire, 
are  the  bums  of  Fisnery  and  Craigstone  in  King  Edward ;  the 
hum  of  Ashode  and  the  water  of  Idoch  at  Turriff';  the  burns 
of  Frendraught  and  Bognie,  from  Forgue  ;  the  Bogie  water 
below,  and  tne  Gordons  and  Roger  bums  above  Huntly ;  and 
in  Glass,  several  small  streams  fall  directly  into  the  river.  In 
the  Upper  Cabrach  the  river  has  many  small  tributary  streams, 
such  as  the  Garbit,  the  West-lewie  (said  to  be  its  source),  and 
others  which  flow  from  the  surrounding  peat  moss  covered 
mountains,  and  out  of  the  lower  peaty  bogs.  The  tributary 
streams  of  the  Bogie,  are  the  Ness  Bogie,  from  the  glen  of  Tilly- 
minnet,  and  the  Kirkney  water ;  the  Birkenhills  bum  in  Gartly ; 
the  bum  of  Leith-hall  in  Kennethmont ;  the  bum  of  Kearn  from 
Clatt ;  and  the  bums  of  Noth  and  Ord  in  Rhynie.  Above  the 
church  of  Auchindoir,  and  at  the  confluence  of  the  bums  of 
Corchinan,  and  of  Craig,  at  the  manse  of  Auchindoir,  the 
Bone  is  652  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  Doveran,  along  with  its  tributary  streams,  drains  the 
following  parishes,  or  portions  of  them,  m  Aberdeenshire,  viz., 
the  parishes  of  King  Edward  and  Monquhitter ;  the  greater  por- 
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tion  of  Turriff  and  Forffiic ;  the  parishes  of  Drumhlaile,  Iliiiitly, 
Cairney,  Glass,  Cabrach.  Gartly,  and  Rhynie  ;  and  portions  of 
Kennethmont,  Clatt,  Auchindoir,  and  Kildnimmy  parishes. 

The  fluvial  territory  of  the  Doveran  in  Aberdeenshire  may 
be  estimated  at  about  240  square  miles.  The  water  of  the  river 
throughout  its  course  has  a  darkish  colour,  and  is  strongly 
impregnated  with  iron  ore,  peaty  matter,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  organic  substances,  and  in  its  lower  course  it  receives  the 
sewage  of  the  towns  of  Huntly,  Keith,  Aberchirder,  and  Turrift', 
with  that  of  the  villages  of  Rhynie,  Cumminestown,  and  others, 
consequently  is  unfit,  but  little  of  it  is,  we  believe,  used  for 
domestic  purposes. 

The  valley  through  which  the  Doveran  flows,  is,  in  g;eneral, 
narrow,  and  in  many  parts  the  river  is  confined  by  precipitous 
banks,  and  steep  hill  slopes.  At  the  Bridge  of  Alvah,  which 
spans  the  river  about  three  miles  from  the  sea,  the  channel  of 
the  stream  is  narrowed  by  steep  rocky  craigs,  covered  with 
dark  pine  overhanging  woods, 

"  Projecting  horror  on  the  blackened  flood," 

where  bloody  deeds  have  been  committed,  "Murder  most  fouL*' 
—Shak: 

Fishings, — About  the  year  1595,  the  salmon  fishing  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Doveran,  and  at  the  cruives,  belonged  to  the 
"  magistrates  and  commissioners  **  of  the  town  of  Banff,  but  at 
that  time  they  "  let  out  their  property  to  perpetuity,  for  a  small 
annual  feu  duty,  the  greater  part  of  their  lands,  and  the  whole 
of  their  salmon  fishings."  They  now  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Fife, 
who  is  proprieter  of  the  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  in  King 
Edward  and  Banff  parishes,  but  we  are  unable  to  say  what  pro- 
portion, or  if  any  of  these  fishing  fall  to  Aberdeenshire. 

In  the  upper  waters  of  King  Edward  parish  there  are  salmon 
fishing  stations,  on  the  estates  of  Eden  and  Craigstone,  usually 
fished  by  net  and  coble.  Higher  up  the  river,  the  pools  of 
Montblairy,  Ashogle,  and  Turriff,  and  the  rocky  pots  of  Laithers, 
Marnoch,  Rothiemay,  and  Huntly  lodge,  afford  good  sport  to 
the  angler  for  salmon  and  sea  trout.  In  the  Doveran,  above 
Huntly,  and  in  the  Bogie  water,  the  angling  for  yellow  or  bum 
trout  IS  considered  good. 

The  next  stream  in  point  of  size  or  importance  in  the  County, 
and  unconnected  with  any  of  the  before  mentioned  rivers,  is 
the  water  of  Philorth,  whicn  has  its  source  in  the  Well  of  Cairn 
Mourning,  or  Muman  (257  feet),  in  the  western  parts  of  Tyrie, 
and  after  an  easterly  course  of  about  9  J  miles,  falls  into  the  sea 
in  the  bay  of  Fraserburgh.  Tliis  stream,  along  with  its  tribu- 
taries, drains  the  upper  portions  of  Aberdour,  Tyrie,  and  most 
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of  Rathen  parishes,  and  the  greater  portion  of  Fraserburgh 
jiarisk  Between  Philorth  house,  and  the  old  castle  of  Caimbulg," 
ami  up  to  near  the  church  of  Riitheu,  it'has  a  very  sluggish  How. 
It  is  well  stored  with  finnock  and  burn  trout  of  considerable  size. 

The  parishes  of  Aberdour  and  Pitsligo  are  drained  by  several 
snoall  native  streams,  which  fall  into  the  se^d  within  their  bounds. 

The  parishes  of  Lonmay,  Crimond,  and  a  portion  of  Rathen, 
are  drained  by  the  bums  of  Craigellie,  Beifatton,  Logic,  and 
Crimond,  which  merge  into  the  burn  of  Savoch,  and  the  Loch 
of  Strathbeg,  which  forms  the  main  outfall  for  the  drainage  of 
a  pretty  large  district 

The  northern  parts  of  St.  Fergus  are  drained  by  the  Black- 
water. 

The  southern  portions  of  Peterhead  parish  are  drained  by 
the  bums  of  Auchtygall  and  Boddam. 

The  parish  of  Cruden,  and  a  small  portion  of  Slains,  is  drained 
by  the  mirn  of  Nethermill,  and  its  tributary  streams  of  Auch- 
letlieu,  Braco,  and  Gask,  which  fall  into  the  sea  at  the  Ward, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  bay  of  Cruden. 

The  southern  parts  of  the  parish  of  Foveran  are  drained  by 
the  bum  of  Newtyle. 

The  parish  of  Belhelvie  is  drained  by  the  burns  of  Mennie, 
Eg^e,  and  of  Millden,  which  flows  from  the  Loch  of  Potterton ; 
and  the  northern  parts  of  Old  Machar,by  the  burn  of  Miudurno, 
which  flows  from  the  Corbie  Loch,  and  falls  into  the  sea  near 
the  Black  Dog. 

Lochs. 

Tlie  lochs,  or  fresh  water  lakes  of  Aberdeenshire,  are  not 
numerous,  neither  are  their  waters  utilized  for  manufacturing 
puq)Osas  to  any  {nreat  extent.  In  the  Braemar  division  of  the 
County,  there  is  Loch  Muick,  which  stretches  for  about  tlu'ee 
miles  alon^  the  south-east  base  of  the  mountain  of  Lochnagar, 
with  the  Dhu  Loch  on  the  south,  and  Lochs  Callater  and  Na-nean 
on  the  west.  In  the  top  of  the  Baddock  in  Glen  Clunie,  there 
Ls  Loch  Vrotichan ;  Loch-na-youn,  on  Caimtoul  ;  Loch  Eti- 
chan,  on  the  Ben-avon  ridge,  and  other  smaller  lochs,  or  tarns, 
on  the  upper  Deaside  mountains,  highly  interesting  to  the  lovers 
of  wild  mountain  scenery.  To  the  east  of  Morven  and  Culblean 
there  are  Lochs  Kinnoir,  or  Cannor,  Da  win,  and  Tillyduke  ;  the 
Loch  of  Drum  in  the  parish  of  Drumoak,  and  the  Loch  of  Skene. 
In  the  parisli  of  New  Machar,  there  is  the  Bishop's  Loch ;  and 
the  Corbie  Loch  in  Old  Machar,  and  the  Loch  of  Potterton  in 
Belhelvie.  In  the  parish  of  Slains,  there  is  theMeikle  Loch, 
with  the  smaller  lochs  of  the  Sandhill,  the  Cotehill,  and  the 
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Lundie,  on  the  borders  of  Cruden.  On  the  borders  of  Crimond 
and  Lonmay,  there  is  the  Loch  of  Strathbeg,  and  in  Lonmav  and 
Aberdour  parishes,  there  are  several  small  moss  water  lochs, 
which  will  be  more  particularly  described  under  the  order  of 
the  parishes  in  which  they  are  situated. 

Roads. 

Of  the  ancient  roads  in  Aberdeenshire,  we  have  slight  traces 
of  the  "  Romanum  iter  suppositum,"  which  crossed  the  country 
from  the  old  encampment  on  the  north  face  of  the  hill  of  the 
Old-town  in  the  parish  of  Peter  Culter,  to  the  old  encampment 
at  Glenmailen,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ythan  in  Auchterless.  This 
line  of  road  may  be  traced  from  the  old  fords  in  the  Dee,  south- 
wards to  the  Rae,  or  Ri-dykes,  at  Ury,  in  Kincardineshire ;  and 
northwards  from  the  Old-town  encampment  in  Peter  Culter,  by 
the  Cairns  of  the  Caimies,  and  east  of  the  old  watch  tower,  on 
the  Keir  hill  in  Skene,  by  the  old  circles  at  Blackhills,  or  Black- 
chambers  in  Kinellar,  and  by  Boghead,  through  Kintore,  and 
Inverurie,  to  the  ring  post  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ury  at 
Pitcaple,  where  it  is  supposed  the  "Maiden  Causeway"  from  the 
hUl  fort  on  Benachie  joined,  and  thence  northward,  and  east  of 
the  church  of  Rayne,  by  Cairnhill,  and  across  the  east  shoulder 
of  Tillymorffan,  where  the  old  lines  of  entrenchment  are  very 
distinct,  to  tne  camn  of  Glenmailen.  Northward  of  Glenmailen, 
to  the  old  camp  at  Floors,  in  the  parish  of  Grange,  in  Banffshire, 
the  line  may  be  traced  as  having  run  by  the  ring  post  or  redoubt 
on  the  Seed  hill  of  Auchaber,  and  by  the  Corse  of  Monellie, 
Lessendrum,  and  Cobairdy,  to  the  fords  in  the  Doveran,  and 
Isla,  a  little  below  the  house  of  Avochy,  in  the  parish  of  Huntly. 

In  the  western,  or  Braemar  division  of  the  County,  we  have 
traces  of  another  "  Roman  iter,"  which  ran  across  the  mountains 
from  Blairgowrie,  by  the  Spittal  of  Glenshee,  Castletown  of 
Braemar,  and  the  upper  waters  of  Glengairn,  to  Speyside.  This 
road  crossed  the  Cairnwell  hill  to  Castletown  of  Braemar,  much 
in  the  same  line  as  the  present  road,  and  crossed  the  Dee  at  the 
old  fords  of  Castletown,  and  thence  northwards  by  Loch-builg, 
and  thevalley  of  the  Avon  at  Inchrory,by  Tomantoul  toSpeyside. 

About  the  year  1748,  General  Wade  adopted  the  southern 
portion  of  this  road,  from  Glenshee  to  Castletown  of  Braemar, 
and  Deeside,  as  the  line  of  his  great  military  road  from  Blair- 
gowrie to  Fort  George ;  but  from  Castletown,  the  general  carried 
his  road  down  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  to  Crathie,  and  thence 
across  the  mountains  bv  Gairnshiel  to  Corgarff,  in  Strathdon, 
and  across  the  Lecht  to  Tomantoul. 

General  Wade  s  road  was  completed  in  1750  at  the  exj^ense 
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of  Government ;  but  afterwards  it  was  kept  in  repair  by  the 
statute  labour  and  commutation  road  funds. 

The  Deeside  and  Cairnwell  hill  sections  of  it  are  good  well 
kept  roads.  From  Crathie  to  Corgarff,  and  to  the  top  of  the 
Lecht  (which  is  2090  feet  above  sea  level),  the  road,  although 
steep  in  many  places,  is  a  passable  mountain  road  at  most  seasons. 

Lower  down  the  Dee,  we  have  the  "  old  South  and  North 
drove  road  "  which  crosses  the  Cairn  O'Month,  from  Fettercaim, 
by  Bridge  of  Dye,  Whitestones,  on  the  Feugh,  and  the  Dee  at 
Potarch.  North  from  the  Dee,  the  old  line  ran  across  the  hill 
by  Wester  Kincardine,  to  Lumphanan,  and  by  the  valley  of 
teochel,  to  the  Bridge  of  Alford,  or  Boat  of  Waterside,  and 
thence  across  the  Suie  hill  to  Clatt,  Kennethmont,  and  along 
by  Bogieside,  to  Huntly. 

In  the  years  1816-17,  the  "  Commissioners  of  Highland  Roads 
and  Bridges  "  formed  about  14  miles  of  new  line  of  road  from 
Deeside  to  Donside  (in  lieu  of  the  old  South  and  North  road), 
which  runs  from  Dess,  through  Lumphanan,  and  across  the  hills 
by  the  cross  roads,  and  descends  the  valley  of  the  water  of 
Leochel,  to  the  Bridge  of  Alford.  But  previous  to  this,  in  1810- 
11,  the  "  Commissioners  "  had  built  the  Bridge  of  Alford,  which 
consists  of  three  arches,  one  of  45  feet  span,  and  two  of  40  feet, 
at  a  cost  of  £2,000.  In  1812-13,  the  "Commisioners  "  built  the 
Bridge  of  Potarch  on  the  Dee,  which  consists  of  three  arches, 
one  of  60  feet,  and  two  of  50  feet  span,  and  it  cost  about  £3,500. 
In  the  years  1815-16,  they  built  the  bridge  over  the  Don  at 
Keig.  It  consists  of  a  single  arch  of  101  feet  span,  and  it  cost 
about  £2,500.  These  bridges  are  handsome  granite  structures, 
and  the  builder  of  them  was  the  late  Mr.  William  Minto,  Ann- 
tield,  Alford. 

These  being  the  most  ancient  South  and  North  roads  in  the 
County,  we  now  come  to  notice  those  turnpike  roads  which 
were  made  in  the  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  in 
the  first  four  decades  of  the  ninteenth,  and  those  roads  which 
chiefly  lead  from  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  and  for  more  convenient 
reference,  they  fall  to  be  noticed  not  in  their  strict  chronological 
onler,  but  in  their  geographical  position  and  connection  with 
CAch  other. 

T/ie  first  turnpike  road  made  in  Aberdeenshire  was  the  Hol- 
bum  Street  and  Bridge  of  Dee  road,  which  completed  the 
northern  section  of  the  great  j)ost  road  between  Edinnurgh  and 
Alxirdeen.  It  is  about  two  miles  in  length,  and  was  finished  in 
the  year  1796,  at  a  cost  of  about  £1,000. 

Second,  the  north  Deeside  road,  from  Aberdeen  to  Charles- 
town  of  Abovno,  with  its  continuation  to  Ballater,  Crathie,  and 
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Castletown  of  Braemar,  and  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Caimwell 
hill,  about  nine  miles  south  of  CastletowTi. 

Third,  the  Aberdeen  and  Tarland  road,  by  Fiddy,  Echt,  Mid- 
mar,  Drumlawsie,  and  the  cross  roads  of  Lumplianan,  with  a 
branch  from  the  Garlogie  Mills  in  Skene,  to  Wester  Beltie,  in 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  which  was  afterwards  extended  from  Craig- 
our  to  the  ConiviisHioners*  road  in  Lumphanan,  and  a  northern 
branch  which  strikes  oft'  at  Fiddy  in  Skenej  and  runs  across  the 
Tillyfourie  hill,  by  Tough,  to  the  church  of  Alford.  This  road 
was  afterwards  extended  from  Bridge  of  Alford,  to  Strathdon, 
by  Mossat,  Glenkindie,  Newe,  the  church  of  Strathdon,  Inver- 
eman,  Colnabaichan,  and  terminated  in  General  Wculea  road, 
near  the  Castle  of  Corgartt! 

Fourth,  the  great  post  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness,  by 
Woodside,  Buxbum,  and  the  Tyrebaggar  hill,  by  Blackbiun, 
Glasgoforest,  Kintore,  Inverurie,  Pitmachie,  the  Glens  of  Foud- 
land,  Sliach,  and  Huntly,  to  Coachford  in  Caimey,  on  the 
Banffshire  boundar}'  of  the  County,  with  branches  from  Huntly 
to  Portsov,  througn  Rothiemay,  and  from  Huntly  to  Banti', 
through  iTorgue,  by  the  Bridge  of  Marnock 

Fifth,  the  Strathbogie  road,  which  leads  from  Huntly  to 
Donside,  by  Gartly,  Rhynie,  and  Lumsden,  and  joins  the  Strath- 
don road  at  the  old  Mossat  toll. 

Sixth,  the  Insch  and  Kennethmont  road,  which  leaves  the 
Aberdeen  and  Huntly  road  at  Mill  of  Carden,  and  passes  through 
Oyne,  Premnay,  Insch,  and  Kennethment,  and  joms  the  Strath- 
bogie road  at  New  Noth. 

Seventh,  the  west  Foudland  road,  which  leaves  the  Aberdeen 
and  Huntly  road  at  Bridge  of  Ledikin,  and  passes  throurfi  Insch, 
and  by  Dunnydeer,  Wraes,  and  joins  the  Aberdeen  ana  Huntly 
road  near  Sliach  in  Drumblade. 

Eighth,  the  Kintore  and  Alford  road,  which  leaves  the  Aber- 
deen and  Huntly  road  at  Torryburn,  Kintore,  with  a  short  branch 
from  Hallforest  to  Midmill,  and  passes  tlirough  Kemnay,  Cluny, 
and  Monymusk,  and  joins  the  Aoerdeen  and  Alford  road  on  the 
Tillyfourie  hill,  with  a  branch  from  Port  Elphinstone  to  Kemnay. 

Nivth,  the  Inverurie  and  Forgue  road,  which  leads  from  tlie 
royal  bur^h  of  Inverurie,  through  Daviot,  by  Wartle,  Rothie- 
Norman,  Badenscoth,  the  Den  of  Largue,  and  by  Glendronach, 
and  the  church  of  Forgue  to  Bogniebrae,  and  Yonder  Bognie, 
on  the  Huntly  and  Banff*  road,  by  Bridge  of  Mamoch. 

Tenth,  The  Aberdeen  and  Banff  road,  which  leaves  the  Aber- 
deen and  Huntly  road  at  Buxburn,  and  passes  through  Dyoe, 
New  Machar,  Old  Meldrum,  Fyvie,  Tumfl',  and  King  Edwai'd, 
to  Banff*,  with  a  short  branch  to  Macduff! 
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EUventh,  the  Old  Meldrum  and  Sheelagreen  road,  which  leads 
from  the  town  of  Old  Meldrum,  by  Mounie,  Wartle,  Rothmaise, 
and  Culsalmond,  and  joins  the  Aberdeen  and  Huntly  road  at 
Colpy,  in  the  Glens  of  Foudland. 

Twelfth,  the  Aberdeen  and  Peterhead  road,  which  passes  by 
the  new  Bridge  of  Don,  through  Belhelvie,  Ellon,  by  Bimess, 
through  Cruden,  to  Peterhead,  with  a  branch  from  Birness 
through  the  Bog  of  Ardallie,  by  Kinmundy,  through  Mintlaw, 
New  Leeds,  Cortes,  and  by  the  cnurch  of  Rathen  to  1  raserburgk 

Thirteenth,  the  Buchan  road,  which  leads  from  Peterhead  to 
Banff^  and  passes  through  Longside,  Mintlaw,  New  Pitsligo,  by 
Byth  house,  Pitgair,  and  across  tlie  Longman  hill,  tlirougli 
ifacduffi 

Fourteenth,  the  Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh  road,  which  leads 
from  Peterhead,  through  St  Fergus,  Crimond,  and  Lonmay,  and 

{'oins  the  Aberdeen  and  Fraserburgh  road  at  Cortes,  or  Mormond 
louse,  in  the  parish  of  Rathen. 

Fifteenth,  the  Boyndlie  road,  which  leads  from  Fraserburgh, 
through  Tyrie  and  Aberdour,  and  joins  the  Buchan  road,  two 
miles  north  of  New  Pitsligo. 

Sixteenth,  the  Strichen  and  Fraserburgh  road,  with  the 
branches  from  the  Aberdeen  and  Fraserburgh  road  near  Denend, 
which  passes  through  the  village  of  Striclien,  to  the  Buchan 
road  near  New  Pitslim 

Seventeenth,  the  Newburgh  and  Old  Meldrum  road,  which 
leads  from  Newburgh  through  Foveran,  by  Udny,  to  the  Aber- 
deen and  Banff  road  near  Old  Meldrum. 

Eighteenth,  the  Udny  and  Tarves  road,  which  leads  from  the 
Aberdeen  and  Peterhead  road  at  North  Murcar,  and  passes 
Belhelvie  lodge,  Whitecaims,  Tillery,  by  Udny  and  Pitmedden, 
to  Tarves  and  Methlick 

A  good  many  of  these  roads  were  made  under  the  general 
Turnpike  Road  Acts  for  Scotland,  and  some  of  them  were  made 
uuder  special  Acts,  under  36  different  trusts,  chiefly  by  funds 
subscribed  by  parties  locally  interested,  and  with  borrowed 
money. 

Soon  after  railways  were  introduced  into  Aberdeenshire,  it 
became  aj)i)arent  that  most  of  the  heavy  traffic  on  these  leading 
roads  would  be  diverted,  and  carried  over  the  principal  cross 
roads  leading  to  the  different  railway  stations,  consequently 
the  revenue  derivable  from  the  let  of  toll  bars  would  not  be 
suflScient  to  keep  many  of  them  in  a  passable  state  of  repair, 
therefore  a  new  system  of  road  management  became  necessary. 

In  the  year  1805,  application  was  made  to  Parliament  for 
[•owers  to  consolidate  tiie  different  turnpike,  and  commutation 
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road  trusts,  and  an  Act  was  obtained  "for  more  effectually 
maintaiuinff  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  roadsj  highways,  and 
bridges  within  the  Coimty,  for  making  new  roads,  and  for  other 
purposes."  The  abolition  of  tolls,  the  abolition  of  statute  labour, 
and  bridge  money,  with  powers  of  levying  assessments  for  the 
coastruction  of  new  roaus,  and  "  for  keepmg  in  repair  existing 
roads,  and  for  paying  off  debts." 

This  Act  is  called  "  The  Aberdeenshire  Road  Act  1865." 

Previous  to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  unliquidated  debt 
affecting  the  different  "  turnpike  road  trusts "  amounted  to 
£245,735,  3s.  2d.,  the  value  of  which  was  declared  to  be 
£48,204,  3s.  2A,  of  which  sum  £9,991,  9s.  8d.  fell  to  be  paid  in 
full  of  claims  to  certain  parties  for  money  lent,  and  preferable 
subscriptions,  and  the  balance,  £38,212,  13s.  6d.  paid  to  the 
creditors  of  the  different  tnists,  ranging  from  4d  jjer  i)ound  on 
the  Donside  Corgjirft*  road  trust,  to  IGs.  9d.  per  pound  on  the 
Strichen  and  Fraserburgh  road  trusts. 

Under  this  Act,  Aberdeenshire  is  divided  into  eiffht  different 
districts  or  road  trusts,  and  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen  district  road 
trust,  and  these  are  much  the  sjime  as  they  were  under  the 
commutation  road  Act  of  1800,  with  additions  to  some  of  the 
disticts,  and  a  curtailment  of  what  was  the  9th  or  burgh  of 
Aberdeen  trust. 

The  districts  are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

First.  The  Deer  dUtrict — which  comprehends  13  parishes, 
viz.,  Old  Deer,  New  Deer,  Longside,  Peterhead  (extra  burghal), 
St.  Fergus,  Lonmay,  Crimond,  llathen,  Fraserburgh,  Strichen, 
Tyrie,  Pitsligo,  and^Aberdour. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trustees 
in  this  district  is  about  417^  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£169,305,  18s.  5d. 

Second  The  Ellon  district — which  comprehends  eight  pa- 
rishes, viz.,  Ellon,  Cruden,  Slains,  Logic  Buchan,  Foveran, 
Tarves,  Udny,  and  Methlick. 

The  len^h  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  293  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£97,735,  14s.  4d. 

Third.  The  Oarioch  district — which  comj^rehends  15  pari- 
shes, viz.,  ChajDcl  of  Garioch,  Oyne,  Premnay,  Leslie,  Insch, 
Culsalmoiid,  Kayne,  Meldrum,  Daviot,  Bourtie,  Keith-liall, 
Kintore,  Kemnay,  Monymusk,  and  Inverurie. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  about  175  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£118,850,  6s.  4d. 

Fourth,     Th^  Kincardine   O'Keil  didrict — which  compre- 
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bonds  12  parishes,  viz.,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Echt,  Midraar, 
Cluny,  Birse,  Aboyne,  LumTjhanan,  CouU,  Tarland  and  Migvie, 
Lojrie  Coldstone,  Glenmuick,  Tullich,  and  Glengairn,  Crathie, 
an(i  firaemar. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  about  332^  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£»9,611,  6s.  3d,,  exclusive  of  the  Donside  portions  of  Tarland 
and  Migvie  parish. 

Fifth  The  Turriff  District — which  comprehends  six  pari- 
shes, viz.,  Turriff,  King  Edward,  Forgue,  Auchterless,  Fjrvie, 
and  Monquhitter,  in  Aberdeensliire,  and  including  the  parishes 
of  Gamrie  and  Inverkeithney,  and  two  portions  of  the  parish 
of  Alvah,  in  BanflGshire,  which  Ue  on  the  right,  or  east  bank  of 
the  Doveran. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  about  390  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£122,683,  19s.  2d. 

Sixth.  The  Aberdeen  district — which  comprehends  nine  pa- 
rishes viz.,  Peter  Culter,  Drumoak,  Skene,  Newhills,  Uyce,  Kin- 
nellar,  and  Belhelvie,  with  that  portion  of  Old  Machar  parish 
wliich  lies  north  of  the  Don ;  and  that  portion  of  Banchory- 
Devenick  parish  which  Ues  north  of  the  Dee. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  aoout  240  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£113,287,  Is.  lid. 

Seventh.  The  Alford  district — which  comprehends  13  pa- 
rishes, viz.,  Alford,  Tullvnessle  and  Forbes,  Keig,  Clatt,  Ken- 
nethmont,  Leochel  Cusnnie,  Tough,  Kildrummy,  Auchindoir, 
and  Keam,  Cabrach,  Towie,  Glenbucket  and  Strathdon,  and 
including  the  Donside  portions  of  Tarland  and  Migvie  parish. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  about  230|  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£08,691,  Os.  Id. 

Eighth.  The  Huntly  district— mA^qYi  comprehends  six  pa- 
rishes, viz.,  Huntly,  Caimie,  Glass,  Drumblade,  Gartly,  and 
Rhynie,  and  that  portion  of  Rothiemay  parish  in  Banffshire, 
which  lies  on  the  right  or  east  bank  of  the  Doveran. 

The  length  of  roads  presently  under  the  charge  of  the  trus- 
tees in  this  district  is  about  131  miles,  and  the  assessable  rental, 
£43,738,  6s.  5d. 

Tlie  Burgh  of  Aberdeen  Road  Trust  comprehends  the  roads 
within  the  parliamentary  boundary  of  the  burgh,  in  the  parish 
of  Old  Machar,  outside  the  municipal  boundary,  and  the  length 
^f  them  at  present,  under  the  charge  of  the  trustees  of  the  dis- 
trict is  about  30  miles. 
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The  assessable  rental  is  £77,608. 

Qualification  of  Road  Trustees, — Under  the  Act  of  1SC5,  the 
County  Road  Trustees  are,  "  Every  person  being  a  Commis- 
sioner of  Supply  of  the  County,  or  being  the  proprietor  or 
husband  of  any  proprietor  infeft  in  life  rent,  in  ianas  or  heri- 
tages within  the  County  of  the  yearly  rent  or  value  of  at  least 
one  hundred  ijounds  sterling,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  the  17th 
and  18th  Vict,  Cap.  91,  or  being  the  eldest  son  or  heir  apparent 
of  a  proprietor  infeft  in  fee,  not  burdened  with  a  life  rent  in 
lands  and  heritages  within  the  County  of  the  yearly  rent  or 
value,  in  tenns  of  said  Act,  of  at  least  four  hundred  j/ounds 
stevUmj ;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  proprietor  or  proprieters 
infeft,  either  in  Ufe  rent  or  in  fee,  unburdened  as  aforesaid,  in 
lands  and  heritages  wuthin  the  County  of  the  yearly  rent  or 
value,  in  terms  of  said  Act,  of  at  least  eight  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  the  factor  of  such  proprietor  or  prmirietors,  one  guar- 
dian of  each  minor  being  a  proprietor  infeft  in  life  rent  or  in 
fee,  unburdened  as  aforesaid,  in  lands  and  heritages  witliin  the 
County  of  the  yearly  rent  or  value,  in  terms  of  said  Act,  of  at 
least  one  hundred  'pounds  sterling ;  one  trustee  of  every  estate 
wliich  shall  be  held  in  trust  duly  infeft  in  lands  and  heritages 
in  the  County  of  the  yearly  rent  or  value,  in  terms  of  the  said 
Act,  of  at  least  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  ;  tlie  chairman  of 
every  incorj[)orated  comj)any  or  body  jK)ssessed  of  lands  and 
heritages  within  the  County  of  the  yearly  rent  or  value,  in  terms 
of  the  said  Act,  of  at  least  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  or  in 
his  absence  some  other  person  aj)pointed  in  writing  under  the 
seal  of  such  company  or  body  to  represent  the  chairman,  the 
deputy  chairman  of  every  sucn  company  or  body ;  tuv  tenants 
from  each  of  the  parishes  within  the  County,  eacn  in  the  actual 
occupation  of  property  within  one  or  more  of  such  parishes 
rented  at  not  less  tnan  one  hundred  pounAs  sterling  per  annum, 
held  by  such  tenants  under  a  lease  or  leases,  for  a  term  or  terms, 
of  not  less  than  19  years,  to  be  elected  in  manner  hereafter  pro- 
vided ;  and  the  baron  baillie,  or  chief  magistrate,  of  the  towTis 
of  Fraserburgh,  Turrifl',  Old  Meldrum,  Rosehearty,  respectively 
for  the  time  being ;  and  the  said  trustees  shall  be  called  '  The 
Aberdeen  County  Road  Trustees.'  The  Convenor  of  the  County 
for  the  time  being  shall  be  the  chairman  of  the  trustees,  and 
shall,  when  jiresent,  preside  at  all  general  and  special  meetings 
of  the  trustees." 

The  trustees  of  each  district  shall,  at  their  first  meeting,  elect 
one  of  their  own  number  to  be  chairman  of  the  district  for  the 
year  ensuing,  by  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  trustees  present. 

Burgh  of  Aberdeen  Road  Trust. — The  boundaries  of  the 
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bur^h  of  Aberdeen  Road  Trust,  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the 
mrliainentary  boundary  fixed  by  the  Act  2nd  and  3rd,  William 
IV.,  Cap.  65,  and  the  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining, 
keeping  in  repair,  and  managing  the  roatls  and  highways,  and 
making  new  roads,  altering  and  improving  existing  roads  within 
the  parliamentary  boundaries  of  the  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen, 
shall  be  the  Lorci  Provost,  the  four  (six)  Baillies,  the  Dean  of 
Guild,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  Master  of  Kirk  and  Bridge  Works, 
the  Convener  of  the  Incorporated  Trades  thereof ;  the  Provost 
of  Old  Aberdeen,  and  every  person  rated  on  property  within 
tlie  jiarliamentary  boundaries  of  said  burgh,  and  paying  road 
assessment  on  a  yearly  rent  of  (nie  hundred 2>ound8  sterling,  and 
upwards,  whether  as  proprieter,  tenant,  or  occupant,  or  partly 
as  both  or  all,  and  the  said  trustees  should  be  called  the  "  Burgh 
of  Aberdeen  Road  Trustees."  The  Lord  Provost  for  the  time 
lieing  shall  be  chairman. 

Assessments  for  Roads,  Highways,  and  Bridges,  are  as  follows, 
viz. : — 

The  Assessment  for  paying  oflF  the  debts  aflfecting  the  roads, 
and  the  interest  thereof,  as  provided  for  by  the  Act,  shall  in 
ej\ch  year  be  at  an  equal  rate,  not  exceeding  twopence  per  pounAy 
on  all  lands  and  heritages  within  the  County. 

The  Assessment  for  paying  off  the  debts  on  the  highways  in 
any  j)arish  shall  in  each  year  be  at  an  equal  rate,  not  exceeding 
i<i.r^^ence  per  pound,  on  all  lands  and  heritages  enumerated  in 
the  valuation  roll  of  such  parish. 

The  Assessment  for  the  maintenance,  repair,  and  management 
of  the  roads,  highways,  and  bridges  withm  any  district,  as  be- 
fore provided  and  sj)ecified,  shall  in  each  year  be  at  an  equal 
rate,  not  exceeding  sixpence  per  pound,  on  all  lands  and  heri- 
tages within  such  district. 

The  Assessment  for  building,  or  rebuilding  County  bridges,  as 
Wfore  provided,  shall,  in  eacn  year  in  which  the  same  may  be 
iinjK>Hed,be  at  an  equal  rate,not  exceeding  one  penny  per  2)ound, 
on  all  lands  and  heritages  within  the  County.    And, 

The  AssexHment  for  making  new  roads  within  any  district, 
shall,  in  each  year  in  which  the  same  may  be  imposed,  be  at  an 
equal  rate,  not  exceeding  one  j^enny  per  pound,  on  all  lands 
and  heritages  within  such  district. 

All  Assessments  raised  for  paying  off'  debt,  and  interest  on 
<Ieht,  and  for  making  new  roads,  and  building  or  rebuilding 
County  bridges,  shall  be  levied  on  and  paid  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  lands  and  heritages  within  the  County,  and  all  monies 
mjuired  for  the  maintenance,  rej>air,  and  management  of  the 
roads,  highways,  and  bridges,  within  each  district  shall  be  levied 
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on  all  lands  and  heritages  enumerated  in  the  valuation  rolls 
thereof ;  and  such  assessments  shall  be  levied  on  and  paid  by 
the  proprietors  of  such  lands  and  heritages ;  and  every  pro- 
prietor so  assessed  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  one  naif  of 
the  amount  thereof  paid  by  him  from  the  actual  tenant,  or 
tenants,  liable  in  payment  of  the  rent  of  the  lands  and  heritages 
as  assessed  for  the  year  in  same  manner,  as  if  such  half  of  the 
assessment  had  formed  part  of  the  rent  covenanted  to  be  paid/' 

Railways, 

The  first  line  of  railway  formed  in  Aberdeenshire,  was  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Aberdeen  railway,  which  was  sanctione<l 
in  1845,  and  opened  for  traffic  up  to  Guild  Street  in  1848. 
The  length  of  the  line,  from  the  joint  station  to  the  Dee,  is  only 
about  one  mile,  and  it  now  forms  the  northern  terminus  of  the 
Caledonian  Railway.  About  two-thirds  of  this  portion  of  the 
line  is  formed  upon  brick  arches  of  about  30  feet  span,  with  two 
public  road  bridge  crossings  of  about  50  feet,  with  a  viaduct 
crossing  the  Dee,  which  consists  of  seven  iron  girder  arches  of 
about  50  feet  span  each,  and  three  land  arches  on  the  north  end 
From  the  joint  station,  to  near  the  Ferryliill  junction,  the  gra- 
dient is  about  one  in  100.  The  company's  workshops,  and 
engine  sheds  are  at  Ferryhill,  and  their  goods  depot  is  near  to 
the  joint  station  at  Guild  Street,  from  which  they  have  rails  laid 
in  connection  with  the  rails  or  tramways  on  the  Quays  of  the 
Dock. 

Great  North  of  Scotland  RctUway, — In  the  year  1846,  the 
Great  North  Company  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  con- 
structing a  line  of  railway  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness,  and  for 
making  several  branches  therefrom,  but  under  this  Act  no  part 
of  the  undertaking  was  carried  out.  In  1851  the  same  company 
applied  to  Parliament,  and  obtained  powers  to  construct  that 
part  of  the  line  from  Aberdeen  to  Keith,  and  in  September  1854 
they  opened  that  portion  of  the  main  line,  as  between  Kettv- 
brewster  and  Huntly.  In  1856  they  opened  the  canal  brancli, 
between  Kettybrewster  and  the  Waterloo  station,  and  in  Octo- 
ber 1856  they  opened  the  northern  portion  of  the  main  line 
from  Huntly  to  Grange,  and  Keith,  where,  and  at  the  latter 
place  they  have  their  northern  terminus.  In  1864  the  Great 
North  Company,  in  conjunction  with  the  "Scottish  North 
Eastern  Company,"  now  the  Caledonian,  obtained  powers  to 
construct  the  Denburn  junction  line,  and  the  joint  station  at 
Guild  Street,  which  was  opened  for  through  traffic  in  November 
1867,  after  which  the  Great  North  Company  abandoned  their 
otmal  branch,  and  the  Waterloo  station,  except  for  goods  traffic. 
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The  Deiibum  junction  line,  from  the  Guild  Street  station  to 
Kt'ttybrewster  has  a  double  line  of  rails.  It  is  carried  under 
Union  Street  bridge,  and  for  a  short  distance  north  of  it  on  the 
ojH?n  ground,  and  under  the  VVoolmanhill  and  the  Old  Skene 
road,  oy  two  short  tunnels,  and  some  deep  earth  cuttings. 
Northward  of  Kett^brewster,  the  Great  North  line  is  carried 
along  the  valleys  of'^the  Don,  the  Ury,  the  Gadie,  and  the  She- 
rach,  to  Kennethmont,  its  summit  level,  which  is  584  feet  above 
sea  level,  and  about  32J  miles  from  Aberdeen.  From  the 
Kennethmont  Station,  the  line  falls  down  the  valleys  of  the 
liogie,  and  the  Doveran,  to  Rothiemay,  and  at  the  viaduct  over 
the  Doveran,  at  Avochy,  the  line  is  332  feet  above  sea  level. 
From  Rothiemay,  to  Keith,  the  line  ascends  the  valley  of  the 
Lla,  and  at  Grange  it  is  338  feet  above  sea  level 

The  gradients  on  the  Denbum  junction  line  rule  about  one 
in  70.  Those  upon  the  canal  branch  are  much  steeper  in  many 
l)laces,  and  being  confined  to  the  line  of  the  old  Aberdeenshire 
wmal,  the  curves  are  very  abrupt,  and  the  over  bridges  numerous. 
The  gradients  upon  the  line  northward  from  Kettybrewster  to 
Keith,  are  in  general  easy,  and  the  whole  works  are  of  the  usual 
description,  on  a  railway  which  is  carried  through  a  somewhat 
undulating  country. 

At  Beedliestone  in  Dyce,  at  Pitcaple,  Oyne,  and  in  Gartly  and 
Kinnoir,  there  are  some  stiff  rock  cuttings  through  gneiss, 
whinstone  rock,  and  clay  slate. 

At  Inverurie  the  line  is  carried  accross  the  Don  by  a  wooden 
viaduct,  which  consists  of  wooden  pile  piers,  and  horizontal 
beams,  and  across  the  Doveran  at  the  Rothiemay  station  by 
three  stone  arches. 

That  portion  of  the  Great  North  line  between  Aberdeen  and 
Dyee,  has  a  double  line  of  rails,  which  were  laid  chiefly  for  the 
ac'commo<lating  the  trains  on  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  line, 
with  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Inverurie  station, 
laid  for  the  Old  Meldrum  branch,  otherwise  the  line  is  single 
throughout,  with  sidings  at  most  of  the  stations. 

On  the  Great  North  main  line  in  Aberdeenshire,  as  between 
A))erdeen  and  Grange,  there  are  17  intermediate  stations,  at 
which  most  of  the  passenger  trains  stop.  The  fastest  train  is 
liuied  to  perform  tne  journey  of  48 J  miles,  in  two  hours  1 5 
luinutes,  and  the  slowest  in  two  hours  27  minutes.  The  Banff 
and  Portsoy  railway  johis  the  Great  North  at  the  Grange  station, 
and  the  distance  oetween  Aberdeen  and  Banff  by  this  route 
would  Ixj  63  miles. 

Tlie  company's  chief  station  for  goods  in  Aberdeen  is  at 
Waterloo,  wnore  the  rails  in  the  station  have  connections  fonned 


46  RAILWAY& 

with  the  tramways  on  the  Quays,  for  the  interchange  of  goo<ls 
with  vessels  in  the  Dock,  and  thVur  workshops  and  engine  sheds, 
and  coal  depot  are  at  the  Kettybrewster  station. 

Tlie  Turriff  and  Mivcdnff  Rulway. — This  line  of  railway 
starts  from  the  Great  North  main  line  at  Inveramsay,  which  is 
22  J  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  about  228  feet  above  sea  level 
That  portion  of  the  line  from  Inveramsay  to  Turrift'  (18  miles), 
was  sanctioned  in  1855,  and  opened  for  traffic  in  September  1857. 
Tlie  portion  of  the  line  from  Turritf  to  Bantf  brid^je  (11 J  miles), 
was  sanctioned  in  1857,  and  opened  for  traffic  in  June  1800, 
and  the  half-mile  extension  to  Macduff  was  opened  for  traffic  in 
1872.  Tills  line,  northward  from  Inveramsay,  is  carried  along 
the  valley  of  Logic  Duriio,  and  tlirough  the  moss  of  Wartle,  by 
Rothie-Normin,  Fyvie,  and  the  valleys  of  the  Ythan  and  the 
Idoch,  to  Turriff,  and  from  the  latter  place  it  skirts  the  "  braes 
of  Asho^le,"  and  the  valley  of  the  Doveran,  and  is  carried  north- 
eastwards by  Plaidy,  and  the  old  castle  and  church  of  King 
Edward,  to  hanff  bridge  and  Macduff.  There  are  no  tunnels 
upon  this  line,  neither  are  there  any  bridges  or  viaducts  worthy 
ot  notice.  At  Rothie  Norman,  Fyvie,  Turriff,  and  in  King 
Edward,  there  are  some  heavy  embankments,  deep  earth  cut- 
tings, with  some  stiff  clay  slate  rock  cuttings  in  Fyvie  and 
Turriff 

The  gradients  over  the  whole  line  are  not  of  a  favourable 
description,  except  upon  that  portion  of  the  line  between  Fyvie 
and  Turriff.  The  summit  levels  upon  the  first  portion  of  the 
line,  between  Inveramsay  and  Turriff,  are,  first  at  the  moss  of 
Wartle,  which  is  374!  feet  above  sea  level,  and,  second,  in  the 
rock  cuttings  north  of  the  Rothie  station,  where  the  line  is 
405  feet  above  sea  level  The  Turriff*  station  is  110  feet,  and 
the  summit  level  between  Turriff  and  Macduff,  at  Keilhill  is  245 
feet,  and  at  the  Banff  bridge  station,  the  line  is  170  feet  above 
sea  level 

The  length  of  the  line  from  Inveramsay  to  Macduff  is  29J 
miles,  and  on  it  there  are  eight  intermediate  stations,  at  which 
all  the  passenger  trains  stop,  and  they  are  timed  to  perform  the 
journey  in  from  one  hour  38  minutes,  to  one  hour  47  minutes. 
It  is  a  single  line  throughout,  with  sidings,  goods  and  engine 
sheds  at  the  terminal  stations,  and  at  Turriff 

Old  Meldriun  RaUwdy. — This  branch  line  of  railway  leaves 
the  Great  North  line  at  Inverurie  station,  which  is  16  J  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  and  182  feet  above  sea  level  It  is  can'ied  north- 
wards along  the  main  line  for  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and 
it  then  branches  off  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  alonof  the 
valley  of  the  Lochter  by  Letheuty,  and  Barra,  to  Old  Meldrum 
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It  was  sanctioned  in  1855,  and  opened  for  traffic  in  July  1856. 
The  works  upon  the  line  are  very  light,  and  the  gradients  pretty 
easy.  The  length  of  the  Une  from  Inverurie  to  Old  Meldrum 
is  5}  miles,  and  on  it  there  is  but  one  regular  intermediate 
station.  The  summit  level  at  the  Meldrum  station  is  285  feet 
above  se^i  level  The  trains  are  timed  to  perform  the  journey 
in  20  minutes. 

Alford  ViUley  Railway, — ^This  line  of  railwJiy  leaves  the 
Great  North  main  line  at  Kintore,  which  is  13|  miles  from 
Aberdeen,  and  158  feet  above  sea  level.  It  was  sanctioned  in 
1S56,  and  oj^ened  for  traffic  in  March  1859.  From  Kintore,  the 
line  is  carried  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  through  Tom's  forest, 
by  Kemnay,  Cluny,  Monymusk,  and  across  the  Tillj^burie  hill, 
into  the  vale  of  Alford.  On  the  lower  section  of  the  line,  in 
Tom  s  forest,  and  in  passing  upwards  to  Kemnay,  through  a 
rather  niggardly  looking  country,  there  are  some  rough  rock 
cuttings,  with  heavy  emuankments  near  Tombeg,  and  White- 
house  ;  and  between  Monymusk  and  Tough,  the  rock  cutting  on 
the  Tillv-fourie  hill,  the  summit  level,  seems  to  have  been  of  a 
rather  formidable  description.  Generally,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  short  distances,  between  Kemnay  and  Monymusk,  and 
between  Wliitehouse  and  Alford  station,  the  gradients  are  steep. 
The  summit  level  on  the  Tillyfourie  hill  is  636  feet  above  sea 
level,  and  the  Alford  station  is  452  feet. 

The  length  of  this  line,  as  between  Kintore  and  Alford,  is  16 
miles,  and  on  it  there  are  four  intcnnediate  stations,  at  which 
all  the  passenger  trains  stop,  and  they  are  timed  to  i)erform  the 
journey  in  one  hour  and  10  minutes. 

Forma rtine  amZ  Buchan  Railway. — ^This  line  of  railway 
branches  off  from  the  main  line  of  the  Great  North  at  the  Dyce 
station,  which  is  6  J  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  175  feet  above 
sea  level.  From  Dyce,  the  line  runs  in  a  north-easterly  direc- 
tion, through  New  Machar,  Udny,  and  Ellon,  to  New  Maud,  a 
distance  of  25  miles  from  Dyce,  and  from  New  Maud  to  Peter- 
heml,  it  runs  easterly  other  13  miles,  in  all  38  miles  from  Dyce. 
The  first  portion  of  this  line,  from  Dyce  to  Mintlaw,  was  sanc- 
tioned in  1858,  and  opened  for  traffic  in  July  1861.  The 
extension  from  Mintlaw  to  Peterhead  was  sanctioned  in  1859, 
and  opened  for  traffic  in  July  1862.  Tlie  branch  or  extension 
line  from  New  Maud,  by  Strichen,  to  Fraserburgh,  was  sanc- 
tioned in  1863,  and  opened  for  traffic  in  April  1865,  and  the 
length  of  it  is  16  miles. 

Ihese  lines  are  single  throughout,  with  sidings  at  all  the 
stations,  and  with  engine  sheds,  coal  stores,  and  goods  depots  at 
Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh.    At  Peterhead,  there  is  a  tramway 


48  RAILWAYS. 

laid  from  the  station  along  the  north  liarhour,  by  Port-Henrv, 
on  to  the  Quay  of  the  south  ;  and  at  Fraserburgli,  the  rails  ni 
the  station  have  direct  communication  with  those  laid  along 
the  Shore  Street,  and  along  the  south  Quay  of  the  old  harbour. 
There  are  no  tunnels  on  either  of  these  lines,  and  the  only 
bridges  or  viaducts  worthy  of  notice,  are  those  carrying  thJe 
line  across  the  valley  of  the  Don  at  Parkhill,  and  of  the  \  than 
at  Ellon,  which  are  composed  of  stone  arches,  and  rather  hcavv 
embankments.  North  of  Ellon,  and  onwards  to  Peterhead, 
there  are  several  iron  girder  bridges,  which  carries  the  line 
across  the  Urie  at  Old  beer  and  Longside.  At  Strichen,  the 
Fraserburgh  line  is  carried  across  the  North  U^ie  by  an  iron 
girder  viaduct,  which  consists  of  three  spans  of  30  feet  each, 
resting  on  stone  piers,  and  across  the  west  road  entering  the 
village  there,  by  an  iron  girder  bridge  with  neat  balustrade. 

At  the  crossing  of  the  Don,  and  in  ascending  the  rather  steep 
gradient  through  Rainnieshill  in  New  Machar,  there  are  several 
heavy  embankments ;  and  at  Esslemont,  New  Maud,  in  tlie 
haughs  of  Deer,  and  at  Longside,  and  near  the  Inverugie  station, 
there  are  some  heavy  embankments.  On  the  ridge  between 
New  Machar  and  Udny,  there  is  a  very  deep  rock  cutting,  and 
at  Esslemont  there  is  a  deep  rock  ana  clay  cutting.  Between 
Ellon  and  New  Maud,  there  are  several  short  rock  cuttings ;  at 
the  Gallowhill,  in  Turnerhall,  and  along  the  Ebrie  water,  by 
Arnage,  and  in  the  Den  of  Old  Maud.  Between  New  Maud 
and  Peterhead  there  are  several  deep  earth  cuttings,  such  as 
those  at  Bridge-end  of  Auchlee,  Newseat,  Alehousehill,  and 
near  Peterhead.  On  the  Fraserburgh  line,  south  and  north  of 
the  Brucklay  station,  and  to  the  east  of  Strichen,  and  in  Lon- 
may,  there  are  some  deep  earth  cuttings  with  boulder  rock. 
The  summit  level  between  the  Don  and  the  Ythan  is  on  the 
ridge  between  New  Machar  and  Udny,  and  it  is  425  feet  above 
sea  level.  The  Ellon  station  is  58  feet,  and  the  New  Maud  junc- 
tion station  is  298  feet  above  sea  level.  The  Bnicklay  station 
is  324  feet,  the  Strichen  station  is  262  feet,  and  the  Lonmay 
station  202  feet  above  sea  level 

On  the  main  line,  between  Dyce  and  Peterhead  (38  miles), 
there  are  13  intermediate  stations,  at  which  all  the  passenger 
trains  stop,  and  as  between  Aberdeen  and  Peterhead  (44^  miles), 
there  are  18  intermediate  stations,  and  the  trains  are  timed  to 
perform  the  whole  journey  in  from  two  hours  25  minutes,  to 
three  hours.  On  the  Fraserburgh  line,  as  between  New  Maud 
and  Fraserburgh  (16  miles),  there  are  five  public  stations,  and 
one  priviite,  at  which  all  the  passenger  trains  stop,  and  on  the 
line,  as  between  Aberdeen  and  Fraserburgh  (47]  miles),  there 
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arc  18  intermediate  stations,  and  the  trains  are  timed  to  per- 
form the  whole  journey  in  from  two  hours  45  minutes,  to  three 
hours  10  minutes.  Taking  the  line  of  railway,  as  between 
Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh,  via  New  Maud,  the  distance  is  29 
miles,  with  10  pubUc  stations,  and  on  this  section,  the  trains 
are  timed  to  perform  the  journey  in  about  two  hours. 

Deesid^  Railways. — ^The  Deeside  Railway  leaves  the  main  line 
of  the  Caledonian  railway  at  Ferryhill,  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  south  of  the  joint  station  at  Guild  Street,  in  Aberdeen,  and 
is  carried  alon^  the  north  bank  of  the  Dee,  by  Ruthrieston, 
Cults,  Peter  Culter,  and  Drumoak,  to  Banchory  Ternan  in  Kin- 
cardineshire, which  is  17  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  166  feet 
aboTe  sea  level  This  line  was  constructed  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  obtained  in  1852,  and  opened  for  traflSc  in  September 
1853.  The  works  on  this  line,  which  is  a  single  one  throughout, 
are  very  light  At  Ruthrieston,  the  line  is  carried  across  the 
Bridge  of  Dee  road,  by  an  iron  girder  bridge  and  long  low  em- 
bankments at  each  end,  and  across  the  bum  of  Cults  Dy  a  short 
deep  embankment  At  the  bum  of  Culter  there  is  a  short  viaduct 
with  a  rather  long  embankment  on  the  west,  and,  at  the  top  of 
the  very  steep  incline  rising  from  Culter  up  to  Drum,  there  is 
a  short  stiff*  gneiss  rock  cutting  at  Coalford. 

Between  Aberdeen  and  Banchory,  there  are  seven  interme- 
diate stations,  at  which  all  the  ordinary  trains  stop,  and  they 
are  timed  to  perform  the  journey  in  about  one  hour. 

The  length  of  this  Hne  m  Aberdeenshire  is  only  13  miles. 

Deeside  Extension  Railway, — In  the  year  1857,  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  obtained  for  constructing  a  line  of  railway  from 
Banchorv  to  Abojrne,  and  it  was  opened  for  traffic  in  December 
1859.  After  passing  the  village  of  Banchory,  the  line  is  carried 
in  a  north-westerly  direction  from  the  valley  of  the  Dee  into  the 
valley  of  the  Beltie,  by  Glassel  and  Torphins,  and  across  the 
rocky  ridge  of  Tillychmg,  into  and  through  the  valley  of  Lum- 
phanan,  to  Charlestown  of  Aboyne.  The  length  of  this  line  is 
15  J  miles,  of  which  there  are  only  11  in  Aberdeenshire,  from 
Banchory  to  Glassel,  4  J  miles  being  in  Kincardineshire. 

The  works  upon  this  line  in  some  parts,  are  very  heavy,  and 
the  gradients  steep.  Between  the  Banchory  and  Glassel  stations, 
the  line  has  a  very  tortuous  course,  with  heavy  embankments, 
deep  earth  and  rock  cuttings,  and  steep  gradients,  and  between 
Torphins  and  Lumphanan,  the  line  has  also  a  tortuous  course, 
with  very  steej)  gradients  on  both  sides  of  the  Tillyching  ridge, 
and  a  short  twisted  stone  viaduct  of  three  stone  arches  across 
the  bum  of  Beltie  at  Sunday's  Wells.  It  is  a  single  line 
throughout,  and  on  it  there  are  four  intermediate  stJiticms,  at 
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which  all  the  ordinary  passenger  trains  stop,  and  they  are  timed 
to  perform  the  journey  in  about  40  minutes. 

The  summit  level  between  Banchory  and  Glassel  is  366  feet 
above  sea  level,  the  Torphins  station  is  374  feet ;  the  summit 
level  of  Tillyching,  between  Torphins  and  Lumphanan,  is  646 
feet,  the  LumjAianan  station  is  558  feet,  and  the  Aboyne 
station,  408  feet  above  sea  level.  The  whole  distance,  from 
Aberdeen  to  Aboyne  is  32  J  mile.s. 

Aboyne  and  Bra^mar  RtiUway. — In  the  year  1865,  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  obtained  for  a  further  extension  of  the  Dee- 
side  Railways,  from  Aboyne  to  Ballater,  and  conditionally,  from 
Ballater  to  Braemar.  That  portion  of  the  line,  between  AbojTie 
and  Ballater  (11  miles),  was  opened  for  traffic  in  .October  18G6. 
It  is  a  single  line,  and  on  it  there  is  but  one  intermediate  sta- 
tion, at  which  all  the  ordinary  trains  stop,  and  they  are  timed 
to  perform  the  journey  in  30  minutes. 

The  whole  distance,  on  the  Deeside  Railways,  between  Aber- 
deen and  Ballater  is  43  J  miles,  and  the  ordinary  trains  are  timed 
to  perform  the  journey  in  from  two  hours  20  minutes,  to  two 
hours  40  minutes.  But  during  the  summer  season,  and  while 
Her  Majesty  is  at  Balmoral,  an  express  train  runs  from  each  end 
daily,  which  performs  the  journey  in  about  one  hour  50  minutes, 
stopping  regularly  at  Banchory,  and  at  some  of  the  other  inter- 
mediate stations,  only  when  required. 

The  works  on  the  Abovne  and  Ballater  line  are  of  a  light  de- 
scription. At  Aboyne,  there  is  a  short  tunnel  near  the  station, 
which  carries  the  line  under  and  through  the  village.  At  the 
Bridge,  and  Muir  of  Dinnet,  there  are  some  short  embankments, 
with  a  deep  rock  cutting  at  Cambus  O'May,  and  a  light  iron 
girder  bridge  over  the  somewhat  impetuous  bum  of  Tullich. 

The  station  at  Ballater  is  670  feet  above  sea  level 

The  Deeside  Railway  Company's  workshops,  are  at  the  Ban- 
chory station,  and  their  goods  station  at  Aberdeen,  is  near  to 
the  Cross  Quay,  and  Palmerston  Road,  and  from  it  they  have 
direct  communication  with  the  tramways  on  the  Quays  of  the 

Dock  rn 

Iramways, 

For  several  years,  numerous  lines  of  tramway  have  been  in 
existence  on  the  Quays  of  the  Victoria  Dock,  which  are  used 
solely  by  the  Railway  Companies,  viz.,  the  Caledonian  Railway 
Company,  the  Deeside  Railway  Company,  and  the  Great  North 
of  Scotland  Railway  Company,  for  the  interchange  of  goods 
traffic  with  vessels  in  the  Dock.  Those  tramway  lines  were  laid 
by  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  and  are  kept  up  by  them,  and 
on  the  cost  of  construction,  and  for  maintenance,  they  levy  a 
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pro  rata  rate  of  7^  per  cent,  on  the  three  Railway  Companies 
using  them.  The  goods  waggons  on  these  tramway  lines  ate 
propelled  by  horse  haulage  only. 

Aberdeen  District  Tramways, — In  Session  of  Parliament 
1872,  an  Act  was  obtained  for  laying  down  lines  of  tramway 
alone  several  streets  within  the  City,  and  roads  mostly  within 
the  DUTffh,  whibh  are  to  be  single  Imes,  with  frequent  passing 
places.   These  proposed  lines  may  be  described  as  follows,  viz. : — 

First  From  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  statue  in  Castle  Street, 
along  Union  Street,  Union  Place,  Albyn  Place,  by  the  old  house 
of  Rubislaw,  and  terminating  near  the  Rubislaw  quarries,  about 
two  miles  and  200  yards  in  length. 

Second,  From  the  west  end  of  Union  Place,  along  part  of 
Holbum  Street,  and  along  the  north  Deeside  turnpike,  by 
Cooperstone,  Mannofield,  Brae  of  Pitfodels,  to  the  Den  of  Cults, 
about  three  miles  158  yards  in  length. 

Third.  From  Union  Street,  along  St.  Nicholas  Street,  George 
Street,  North  Broadford,  by  Kettybrewster,  through  Woodside, 
the  Printfield  and  AuchmuU,  to  the  junction  of  the  Inverurie 
and  Old  Meldrum  roads  at  Buxbum,  about  three  miles  4  J  fur- 
longs in  length. 

Fourth  from  Castle  Street,  along  King  Street,  and  the  King 
Street  road,  to  the  New  Bridge  of  Don,  about  one  mile  seven 
furlongs  in  length.     In  all  about  10  miles  five  furlong^. 

These  tramway  lines  were  first  chalked  out  by  a  local  Engineer, 
and  afterwards  taken  up  by  a  local  Solicitor ;  but  latterly  the 
scheme  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  London  firm  of  tramway  specu- 
lators, and,  as  the  local  Secretary  of  the  company  here  has  de- 
clined to  give  any  information  as  to  the  present  position,  or 
prospects  of  the  undertaking,  we  are  unable  to  give  any  further 
particulars  on  the  subject. 


MILEAGE  OF  RAILWAYS  IN  ABERDEENSHIRE,  WORKED  BY 
LOCOMOTIVE  POWER. 
Caledonian  Railway  Company,     Gnild  Street  station  to  the  Dee, 

Aberdeen  to  Grange, 
Canal  Branch, 
Inveramsay  to  Macduff, . 
Invemrie  to  Old  Meldmm, 
Kintore  to  Alford,  . 
Dyce  to  Peterhead, 
l^ew  Maud  to  Fraserburgh, 
Aberdeen  to  Ballater, 


1    mile. 
48|  miles. 

H 
29} 


Great  North  of  Scotland  oo., ' 

Do.,  do., 

Turriff  and  Macduff  do.. 
Old  Meldmm  do., 

Alford  Valley  do., 

Formartine  and  Bnchan  do.. 

Do.,  do., 

Deeside  Railway  do.. 

Total  Mileage, 200^  miles. 

Lena,  that  portion  of  the  Turriff  and  Macduff  line  which  )   ^  m\\s»i  \ 

is  in  the  Pariah  of  Gamrie,  and  County  of  Banff,        t  "*  ™"®**  / 

And  that  portion  of  the  Deeside  lines,  which  are  in  the  |  gi  (     IH 

pariahotBanchory-Teman,  and  county  of  Kincardine,  J  **»     "  '         ' 

Total  mileage  in  Aberdeenshire,  188|  miles. 


61 
16 
38 
16 
43i 


52 


POPULATION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 


POPULATION 

OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ABERDEEN  IN  EIGHT  DECADES. 

1801  TO  1871. 


1^ 

PARISHES. 

1801. 

181L 

1821. 

183L 

1841. 

1861. 

1861. 

187L 

1 

Aberdeen   or    St. 

NichobM,   . 

17,697 

21,639 

26,484 

82,912 

85.186 

41,465 

41.962 

47,077. 

2 

Aberdour,     . 

1,304 

1,443 

1.495 

1,546 

1.645 

1,857 

1,997 

2.176 

8 

Aboyne, 

916 

905 

1,061 

1,163 

1,138 

1,108 

1,160 

1.351 

4 

Alford. . 

644 

718 

826 

894 

1,047 

1,143 

1,264 

1.396 

6 

AuchindntrAKevn 

632 

780 

889 

1,030 

1.188 

1,369 

1,593 

l.-MS' 

6 

Auchterleas, . 

1,120 

1,257 

1.538 

1,701 

1,685 

1,837 

2,010 

2,174 

7 

Banchory-Devcnlck 

1.657 

1,867 

2,232 

2,688 

2,736 

8,078 

2,919 

3.052 

8 

Belhelvle,     .       . 

1.428 

1,323 

1.381 

1.640 

1.594 

1,692 

1,807 

1.833 

9 

Birse,    .        .        . 

1,266 

1,257 

1,606 

1,487 

1,295 

1,533 

1,284 

1,198' 

10 

BourUe, 

446 

442 

461 

472 

460 

529 

647 

499 

11 

Gftbncfa,       .        . 

684 

756 

937 

978 

827 

760 

794 

77.5 

12 

Caimey, 

1,661 

1,705 

1.854 

1,796 

1,638 

1,665 

1.490 

1.525 

IS 

ChMMdotOarioch, 

1.224 

1,207 

1,616 

1,873 

2,038 

2.102 

2,023 

1,92S 

14 

CUtt.    .       .       . 

433 

494 

651 

635 

534 

643 

511 

483! 

16 

S'SC-:    :    : 

821 

823 

867 

059 

959 

1,149 

1.254 

I,3rt6, 

16 

679 

721 

701 

767 

744 

784 

592 

824 

17 

CrathieABraemftr, 

1,876 

l,9tW 

1,897 

1,808 

1,712 

1,788 

1.774 

1.566 

18 

Crimond, 

8fl2 

806 

900 

879 

767 

893 

892 

887 

19 

Cruden» 

1,934 

2,»^ 

2,258 

2,120 

2,349 

2,479 

2,743 

3,121 

20 

Cukalmond,. 

730 

754 

836 

1,136 

1,104 

1,042 

1.166 

806 

21 

D»viot, . 

644 

693 

651 

691 

643 

001 

614 

697 

22 

821 

780 

871 

787 

935 

949 

926 

931 

23 

Urumoak,     . 

648 

628 

766 

804 

811 

948 

996 

1.032 

24 

Dycc,    . 

847 

498 

605 

620 

472 

470 

685 

945 

25 

Ei^    .       .        . 

972 

832 

1.030 

1,030 

1,078 

1,206 

1,287 

1,25© 

26 

EUon»    . 

2,022 

2,194 

2,150 

2,304 

2.949 

8,324 

8,913 

3,703 

27 

Flntray. 

Forbes  Jc  Keum,  . 

886 
413 

864 

996 

1,046 

1,032 

1,080 

1,003 

1,106 

28 

1,768 

1,871 

2,000 

2V286 

i490 

2,626 

i'686 

£'.'623 

20 

Foveran, 

1,391 

1,400 

1,534 

1.545 

1,620 

1,638 

1,891 

1.860  1 

SO 

FTRserbursrh, 

2,216 

2,271 

2,831 

2,964 

8,615 

4,447 

4,511 

5,801 

81 

Fyvle,   .       .       . 

2,391 

2,504 

8,002 

8,252 

8.697 

8,927 

4,844 

4,511 

32 

Qftrtly.  .       .        . 

958 

885 

979 

997 

1,037 

990 

1,029 

972 

33 

Glass.    . 

793 

823 

888 

679 

886 

972 

1,049 

1,0«J 

34 

Glenbucket, . 

420 

443 

479 

689 

642 

542 

652 

570 

36 

Qlenmuick,Tul1fch, 

andOlengaim,   . 

1,901 

1.804 

2,228 

2,279 

2.118 

1,984 

1,668 

2,100 

86 

Huntly, 

2,863 

2,764 

8,349 

8,645 

8,642 

4,061 

4.329 

4,374 

87 

Inaoh,    . 

798 

918 

1,057 

1,338 

1,379 

1.519 

1,565 

1,696 

88 

Invenirie,     . 

783 

907 

1,129 

1,419 

2,020 

2,649 

2,668 

2,970 

80 

Keig.     . 

879 

481 

669 

692 

662 

772 

811 

886 

40 

KeithhalldcRinkell 

853 

883 

838 

877 

913 

020 

933 

874 

41 

Kemnay, 

683 

641 

667 

616 

628 

680 

832 

1,300 

42 

KUdnunmy, . 

430 

467 

496 

678 

627 

643 

690 

660 

43 

Kincardine  O'NeU, 

1,710 

1,645 

1,793 

1,936 

1,857 

2,098 

2,186 

2.000 

44 

King  Edwaid, 

1,723 

1,887 

1,822 

1,966 

2.492 

2,749 

2,843 

8,111 

46 

Rinnellar,     . 

809 

825 

859 

449 

488 

690 

691 

601 

46 

Kennethmontk 

784 

888 

974 

1,131 

1,107 

1,108 

1.187 

1,062 

47 

Kintore, 

862 

863 

1,057 

1,184 

1,299 

1,342 

1.895 

2,158 

48 

Leochel  Cushnie, . 

668 

681 

766 

1,077 

1,084 

1,068 

1,173 

1,232 

40 

Leslie,  . 

867 

888 

444 

473 

658 

559 

677 

632 

60 

Logle  Buchaa.      . 

639 

667 

629 

684 

713 

724 

762 

808 

61 

Logie  Cktldstone,  . 

861 

815 

868 

910 

936 

889 

932 

900 

62 

Longsido.      .       . 

1,825 

2,077 

2.867 

2,479 

2,612 

2,962 

3,008 

8,321 

63 

Lonmay, 

1,607 

1,627 

1,589 

1.798 

1,919 

1,864 

2,142 

2,245 

64 

Lumphuian, 

614 

680 

733 

967 

964 

1,098 

1,261 

1,239 

66 

Meldrum,      . 

1,684 

1,056 

1,772 

1,790 

1,873 

2,002 

2,343 

2,336 

66 

1,216 

1,240 

1,320 

1.439 

1,737 

1,997 

2.167 

2.084 

67 

Midmar, 

803 

888 

900 

1,066 

1,098 

1,166 

1,091 

1.127 

68 

Monquhitter, 

1,710 

1,798 

1,918 

2,096 

2,074 

2,205 

2.580 

2,949 

69 

Monymusk,  . 

900 

880 

867 

1,011 

896 

940 

988 

996 

60 

New  Deer.    .       . 
Ckrry  forward,   . 

2,984 

8,100 

8,211 

3,625 

8,766 

8,973 

4,885 

4,853 

84,021 

90,464 

102,669 

113,193 

121,813 

134,158 

138,854 

150,311 

POPULATION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 
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1  i 

PARISHES. 

180L 

1811. 

1821. 

188L 

1841. 

1861. 

1861. 

1871. 

1 

Broaefat  forward. 

84.021 

90.464 

102,659 

113.193 

121,813 

134.158 

138,854 

]    ni 

«    NevhiUs, 

1,306 

1,759 

2,141 

2,255 

2,835 

3.325 

3,463 

no 

62  1  New  Macfaar, 

925 

923 

1,188 

1,246 

1,262 

1,296 

1.511 

183 

63  !  Old  Dwr,      . 

S.&52 

3,646 

3.841 

4.110 

4,453 

4,743 

5,174 

)65 

«4    OkHfaduLT, . 

9.911 

13,731 

18,312 

2fi,107 

28,102 

31,757 

83,236 

i     177 

SijOyiie.    .        .        . 

518 

562 

676 

796 

796 

919 

1.127 

1  '>50 

66    PteCerCulter, 

871 

1,010 

1,096 

^223 

1,259 

1,351 

1,410 

1,'568 

^7    PcterfaeMl,     . 

4.401 

4.707 

6,313 

!^.it95 

7.619 

9,429 

9,796 

U,.>06 

fki  1  Pitdigo, 

1,256 

1,350 

1,377 

1.139 

1.582 

1,801 

1,800 

L\il8 

«»   Prenmay,      . 

486 

534 

567 

1^525 

691 

798 

916 

.W7 

70 ,  Ratlien,         .        . 

1,558 

1,734 

1,926 

lMOO 

2.270 

2,368 

2,654 

2/i50 

71    lUjne,  .        .        . 

1,228 

1,249 

1,374 

1.184 

1,540 

1,550 

1,514 

J. 409 

|72   Rhynie  and  Eflrie, 

676 

676 

776 

t.i)18 

1,033 

1,017 

1,961 

1,196 

!  73  1  Saint  Ferjpua, 

1,270 

1.378 

1,356 

1,334 

1,391 

1,597 

1,606 

1,633 

74   Skene,  . 

1,140 

1.297 

1,440 

1  '167 

1,846 

1,862 

1,831 

1,842 

P   SWn^-        •        • 

970 

1,085 

1,152 

1  1 32 

1,210 

1,232 

1,266 

1,356 

76 ;  Stntbdon,     . 

1.354 

1.463 

1,696 

3  <t83 

1,563 

1,581 

1,459 

1,469 

77    SMmd.       .        . 

1,520 

1,760 

1,968 

ViOi 

2,012 

2,283 

2,472 

2,318 

1  7s   Tariand  &  Mi^fvie, 

992 

932 

964 

IJ>74 

1,093 

1,197 

1.246 

1,275 

•»|T^«..        •        • 

1,756 

1,804 

2,093 

-,:32 

2,897 

2.469 

2,509 

2,443 

tl^-,    :    : 

609 

689 

698 

428 

763 

891 

U 

760 

528 

586 

578 

728 

748 

758 

798 

!?2  TunyneMle&Forbea 

375 

540 

643 

778 

846 

930 

957 

970 

83|Tuniir,.        .        . 

2,090 

2,227 

2,406 

2,807 

2,146 

8,584 

8,693 

4.348 

.H4   Tyrie.    .        ,        . 

1,044 

1,454 

1,584 

1,613 

1,689 

2,830 

8,043 

8,446 

l^    Udny,    .        .        . 

1,242 

1,210 

1,328 

1,309 

1,450 

1,513 

1,668 

1,663 

1 

Total,    .        . 

125,748 

138.659 

160,089 

180,288 

104,387 

218,186 

227,871 

250.781 

Note. — Portiofna  of  the  Parishes  of  Banchory -Deyenick,  No.  7,  and  of  Drum- 
oak,  No.  23,  are  in  the  county  of  Kincardine  ;  but  as  no  distinction  has 
been  made  in  the  Census  rtiums^  the  gross  population  of  each  Parish  is  given 
in  the  above  Table.  Portions  of  the  Parishes  oi  Cabrach,  No.  11,  Caimey,  No. 
12,  and  of  Gliuss,  No.  33,  are  in  Banffshire  ;  but  from  the  same  cause,  the  gross 
population  of  each  Parish  is  also  given.  The  isolated  portions  of  Banffshire, 
which  lie  in  the  Parishes  of  Gartly,  No.  32,  New  Machar,  No.  62,  Old  Deer, 
No.  63,  and  of  St.  Fergus,  No.  73,  are  also  included,  as  tiiey  are  locally  and 
legally  in  Aberdeenshire. 
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METEOROLOGY. 


00 


TABLE  OF  MEAN  TfiM  PJERATURE  AT  ABERDEEN,  FOR  EVERY 
DAY  IN  THE  YEAR,  187L 


Jul  ,  Feb.  /  Mar. 

1  April.  /   . 

M»y. 

June. 

i  July. 

jAug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

,  ,  2^-     5*  /  ^• 

/    40.« 

r>e«. 

I>eg. 

Degr. 

1  Deg. 
1    56.7 

Deg. 

"Deg." 

~D^.' 

Deg. 

1  '   X.5      37.3      38.5 

44.3 

52.0 

66.4 

64.1 

60.0 

41.6 

39.4 

1     2     ML5      37.0  1  38.7 

40.» 

44.8 

62.2 

66.3  1    66.8 

64.4 

60.0 

41.9 

40.1 

,     3  ,   X.0  '  86.6  1   Sii.4 

41.3 

4S.5 

52.6 

66.0 

66.8 

64.6 

49.4 

42.0 

40.2 

1     4  '   «l6  ,    90.&  '   38.5    I 

41.8 

46.0 

63.2 

66.1 

66.7 

64.8 

49.1 

41.4 

40.2 

,     6     3i.9      37,3  i  36.2   / 

42.2 

46.4 

63.7 

66.2 

60.6 

66.1 

48.6 

41.1 

40.8 

6     M.6  !  37.0  1  S7.8 

42.  S 

46.6 

64.0 

66.3 

66.2 

66.3 

48.0 

41.2 

41.0 

7  f   M.5  ,   38.4      37.2 

43.1 

47.0 

64.3 

66.2 

66.2 

65.3 

47.8 

40.8 

40.9 

8     S5.3  :   35.9  '   87.1 

43.3 

47.0 

64.6 

66.3 

66.0 

66.1 

47.7 

40.2 

41.0 

9  '  36.6  1   35.3  1  36.6 

43.2 

46.8 

54.3 

66.6 

66.3 

64.6 

48.0 

40.2 

41.3 

!  10  1  3iO  ,   34.9  ,   36.6 

42- & 

46.3 

53.9 

67.1 

66.6 

63.7 

48.6 

89.9 

40.9 

1  11     36.1  '   35.0  '  36.6 

41.» 

46,3 

64.3 

67.6 

66.8 

63.8 

48.6 

89.4 

40.6 

12     S5l9  1   35.0  1  36.8 

41.5 

45.8 

54.6 

58.0 

67.1 

63.4 

48.6 

30.8 

40.4 

1  13  ,  S&5  '   36.1  1  36.8 

41.2     1 

46.0 

54.8 

58.5 

67.4 

63.3 

48.8 

40.3 

89.6 

1  14     85.6  .   85.5      37.0 

4X.5 
42-3     1 

46.6 

65.4 

68.3 

67.5 

63.6 

48.6 

40.2 

39.4 

15     85.5  j   36.8      37.5 

47.5 

65.8 

68.1 

57.3 

63.6 

48.0 

40.2 

89.6 

16  ,  S&.8  '   36.2  1  3&0 

42-8     1 

48.5 

55.6 

58.0 

67.2 

63.4 

47.7 

40.3 

39.3 

,  17  '  86.2      36.7  I  88,4 

43-0     i 

40.5 

66.7 

67.5 

56.9 

63.4 

47.2 

39.8 

38.9 

18     86.5  1   36.9      88.9 

*4.4     I 

50.3 

56.5 

67.0 

56.7 

63.2 

46.6 

39.6 

88.8 

1  » ,  88.4  ,   36.9      S8.9 

-4^.8 

50.7 

65.7 

67.0 

56.5 

62.7 

46.9 

39.8 

38.4 

'  »  '  86.7  '   37.4      38.7 

4^.d 

60.6 

66.0 

56.8 

66.3 

62.4 

46.4 

40.0 

38.1 

a     86.9  '   87.6  1   38.7 

44.8 

50.8 

66.3 

66.4 

66.1 

61.8 

44.9 

40.0 

3&0 

22     8flL9  1   33.4  1   89.5 

1       4.4.& 

50.9 

66.4 

66.1 

65.9 

61.2 

44.6 

39.4 

38.0 

23     87.1  1   31).0  1   39.8 

I       44-4 

50.8 

66.7 

56.1 

65.9 

61.0 

44.1 

39.3 

37.8 

1  24     87.4  ,   39.1  1    40.2 

',       44-4 
i      44.2 
\      44.4 
I      44.2 
I       43.8 

50.8 

67.0 

66.7 

66.9 

51.3 

43.9 

38.9 

87.4 

1  25     S7.8  '    88.0  1    40.7 

50.8 

67.2 

65.7 

56.0 

61.7 

44.0 

38.8 

36.9 

1  ttl  87.0      Jte.9       41.1 

50.6 

67.1 

66.0 

65.8 

61.7 

43.8 

38.7 

36.6. 

27     36.6      3«.4  ,    40.9 

60.8 

67.2 

56.2 

65.6 

51.7 

43.6 

38.9 

36.4 

'  Sb'  37.0  ,  38.4  1    41.0 

50.8 

67.8 

56.2 

66.2 

61.8 

43.1 

30.2 

36.3 

,  29 'i  37.3       ..         41.1 

I       43.G 

61.2 

56.1 

56.4 

64.8 

61.1 

42.6 

39.3 

36.3 

»     87.4  ,     ..         41.0 

\      44.1 

51.4 

66.6 

56.5 

64.2 

60.6 

42.2 

39.2 

36.3 

1  31,  37.4  '     ..     ,    40.8 

1         - 

1    61.7 

66.6 

54.2 

41.8 

86.6 

JMiL  1  86.3  ',  86.9  |    38.7 

1      ^'^ 

1    ^-^ 

66.2 

66.6 

66.3 

63.1 

46.6 

40.0 

38.9 

L  Tempeiuture  of  the  whole  year,  46.8  Deg. 
This  Table,  it  is  'believed,  is  the  first  of  the  kind  that  has  been  calculated  for 
Aberdeen,  and  subsequent  observations  may  modify  it  somewhat  It  has  been 
caknlated  upon  a  fi-ve-day  mean — ^which  is  not  new  in  meteorological  calcula- 
tions—and is  merely  offered  as  Ajirsi  approximation^  and,  it  is  believed  to  be  as 
sccuiate  as  we  could,  possibly  expect  from  the  data  we  as  yet  possess. — Bev. 
Alex.  Beverly,  Ol»erver. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  MEAN  TEMPERATURE  AT  SIX  STATIONS 

IN  ABERDEENSHIRE,  CALCULATED  ON  A  MEAN  OF  13  YEARS, 

FROM  JANUARY  1857,  TO  DECEMBER  1869,  INOLUSIVK 


CTATIONS.       I    North. 


Latitude    Longitude 


West 


Deg.&>c. 

Deg.  Sec. 

New  Pitaligo, 

57.:« 

2.9 

Aberdeen,      . 

.57.9 

2.6 

GasUe  Newe, 

57.12 

3.0 

Bogside,    .     . 

57.11 

2.45 

Bracmar,  .     . 

57.0 

3.24 

Ballater,  .     . 

57.4 

3.3 

Height  above 
Sea  Level. 


Feet. 

501 
99 

968 

894 
1,114 

666 


Number  Mean 

of  Years.    Temperature. 


7 
13 
13 

3 
13 

5 


I>eg. 
44.3 
46.7 
44.1 
43.7 
43.6 
44.6 


*'  The  mean  temperatures  in  the  (above)  Table  are  therefore  either  the  ac- 
tually observed  means  of  the  13  years,  or  the  means  which  would  most  probably 
have  been  observed  if  the  observations  in  each  case  had  extended  over  the  whole 
of  this  period."— Scottish  Meteorological  Society's  Journal 
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FROM  SYMOJTS  MONTHLY  METEOROLOGICAL  MAGAZLNK, 

APRIL,  1872. 

London  :  Edwabo  Stanitord,  Charing  Croes,  S.W. 


MOXTBLT  T^MnEATVRB  IX  BUMM. 

Radtpall. 

Month. 

PLACES. 

Mean. 

Ifaxi-  Mini- 
mum, mum. 

1 

l2| 

1 

Day.. 

D.B. 

D.  B. 

n.  B. 

D.  8. 

D.  8. 

Ix. 

Braeimur, 

Aberdeenshire,       .  ( 

28.7 

46.8 

0.4 

96.6 

12.3 

0.61 

7 

Jul, 

Buxton. 

Derbyshire,     . 

20.6 

44.0 

2.6 

41.6 

12.9 

SL06 

19 

Worthing, 

Sussex.    .        .        .   ( 

84.0 

46.1 

20.0 

24.2 

8.4 

9.96 

18 

BiMmu; 

1,1H  ft.  above  Sw  L.  ( 

88.2 

4a7 

27.0 

2L7 

8.6 

9.68 

11 

Feb., 

Buxton, 

1,100        do. 

41.8 

62.6 

20.6 

92.0 

13.6 

4.91 

22 

Worthing, 

80        do.              ( 

41.7 

68.4 

28.2 

27.2 

&0 

1.68 

16 

BnunoAr, 

40.7 

61.1 

22.0 

89.1 

16.2 

2.78 

16 

ManOi, 

Buxton, 

,, 

41.0 

6&0 

18.0 

60.0 

17.7 

1.87 

14 

Worthing, 

44.6 

62.7 

90.4 

62.9 

lao 

0.84 

U 

Bniemar, 

( 

88.7 

66.8 

22.3 

84.5 

14.8 

2.66 

90 

April.  1 

Buxton, 

^^ 

42.8 

60.0 

18.0 

42.0 

16.4 

4.31 

23 

I 

Worthing, 

47.8 

60.6 

34.4 

26.2 

10.6 

9.96 

17 

Braemar, 

47.6 

72.6 

26.4 

46.2 

20.8 

1.06 

10 

May,    1 

Buxton, 

^^ 

46.6 

76wO 

26.0 

61.0 

21.8 

9.64 

S4 

I 

Worthing, 

61.0 

70.8 

36.8 

36.0 

16.9 

0.48 

4 

i 

Braemar, 

60.6 

60.8 

32.2 

87.6 

16.6 

1.90 

17 

June,    • 

Buxton, 

60.0 

71.6 

38.3 

3&0 

17.7 

9w82 

90 

Worthing, 

63.6 

68.7 

37.2 

81.6 

14-4 

2.62 

16 

/ 

Braemar, 

"                 < 

64.0 

67.8 

34.7 

82.6 

16.1 

8.74 

23 

July,    . 

Buxton, 

\ 

64.0 

78.0 

38.0 

40.0 

16.4 

5.00 

28 

Worthing. 

\ 

60.8 

76.2 

4a2 

27.0 

10.1 

2.80 

12 

Braemar, 

66.7 

74.0 

86.3 

37.7 

17.1 

2.49 

12 

Aug., 

Buxton. 

68.2 

84.0 

36.0 

49.0 

22.4 

9.24 

12 

Worthing, 

68.1 

86.1 

48.2 

86.0 

16.8 

1.64 

6 

Braemar, 

40.4 

00.2 

26.3 

4Sw9 

14.6 

a74 

15 

Sept.,  • 

Buxton. 

'  ' 

60.7 

72.0 

29.6 

42.6 

16.2 

6.77 

16 

Worthing, 

68.3 

77.8 

40.2 

37.6 

13.1 

9.07 

10 

Braemar, 

43.8 

68.0 

23.3 

34.7 

12.0 

4.61 

21 

Oct., 

Buxton, 

^ 

46.8 

63.0 

24.0 

89.0 

14.7 

5.99 

21 

( 

Wortlnng, 

62.4 

64.6 

38.4 

26.1 

12.1 

1.36 

14 

Nov.,    n 

Braemar, 

I    < 

36.0 

67.2 

20.8 

26.4 

10.9 

1.70 

10 

Buxton, 

86.7 

49.0 

15.0 

34.0 

12.4 

3.08 

17 

Worthing, 

40.2 

54.8 

26.4 

27.9 

10.8 

0.62 

7 

Braemar, 

86.4 

56.4 

18.3 

48.1 

12.6 

L61 

14 

Dec,    . 

Buxton, 

^^ 

36.7 

40.0 

6.6 

48.6 

9.9 

a45 

24 

Worthing, 

..                 \ 

30.4 

60.2 

22.3 

27.9 

9.4 

L38 

12 

( 

Braemar, 

48.8 

74.0 

0.3 

64.7 

14.2 

30.86 

176 

Year.    \ 

Buxton, 

1871 

44.6 

84.0 

2.5 

86.5 

16.9 

47.12 

240 

\ 

Worthing, 

4a0 

86.1 

20.0 

64.2 

1L6 

23.68 

143 

The  Editor  of  this  valuable  Meteorological  Journal  says,  "  In  one  respect 
the  materials  for  comiyarisoB  are  unsatisfactory  ;  the  thermometers  at  Braemar 
and  Worthing,  are  placed  in  Stevenson's  stands,  those  at  Buxton  on  one  of 
Glaahier's  pattern  ;  the  result  of  this  is,  that  the  ranee  of  temperature,  botii 
daily,  monthly,  and  annual,  at  Buxton,  appears  larger  by  several  d^rees  than 
it  would  have  done  if  all  three  stations  had  been  similarly  equipped.''^ 


DEPTH  OF  MONTHLY  RAINFALL  AT  SIX  STATIONS  IN  ABERDEEN- 
SHIRE, YEAR  ENDING,  DECEMBER  1871. 


PLACES. 

Ill 

Number , 
of  years. 

1 

In. 

i 

In. 

In. 

i 

< 

In. 

1 

In. 

i 

In. 

In. 

< 
In. 

1 

1 

1 

1' 

Year. 

Feet. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

Total. 

Aberdeen,  . 

09 

34 

2.67 

1.00 

1.92   1.82 

1.61 

1.09 

2.27 

2.08 

2.39 

S.U 

2.80   2.79 

27.85 

Balllater,    . 

666 

7 

».m 

2.06 

8.13  1  2.30 

1.90 

1.S3 

2.38 

2.90 

2.96 

U7 

2.04   3.62 

33.40 

Braemar,    . 

1,114 

16 

2.96 

2.42 

2.34   2.14 

1.76 

2.50 

2.40 

3.08 

8-Jf 

3.68 

2.70  S.68 

32.74 

Castle  Newe, 

915 

85 

2.66 

2.44 

2.48   g.lS 

2.26 

2.57 

3.02 

3.00 

3.ai 

hJi7 

8.47    2.98 

34.08 

New  PIsUigo, 

601 

10 

3.19 

3.25 

2.66    2.21 

2.00 

1.76 

2.86 

3.04 

3.52  1  s.SO 

3.25  1 3.45 

34.4tf 

Tillydeslc,  . 

849 

lOi 

3.20 

2.12 

2.57 

2.24 

1.75 

1.68 

2.0C 

2.78 

3.28 

.UO 

3.14 

3.25 

32.2JJ 
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DEPTH  OF  RAINFALL  AT  POUR  PLACES  ON  THE  EAST  AND 
NORTH  COAST  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Ymn, 

Edinbuxirfa. 

Arbroath. 

Aberdeen. 

Elgin. 

lD.I>ec. 

In.  Dec 

In.  Dec 

In.  Dec 

1851 

22.78 

23.40 

21.16 

20.05 

1852 

31.51 

29.42 

82.28 

26.88 

lb53 

27.00 

21.33 

21.46 

1854 

20.89 

20.82 

16.45 

24.60 

1855 

20.34 

21.03 

23.29 

22.60 

1856 

28.48 

32.27 

35.35 

27.13 

1857 

24.02 

24.74 

27.01 

23.06 

1858 

24.85 

24.35 

28.96 

24.63 

1850 

25.94 

25.38 

82.00 

29.36 

1890 

33.45 

30.22 

31.65 

27.85 

1861 

28.62 

29.66 

80.97 

32.50 

18S2 

33.92 

31.33 

80.77 

29.62 

1863 

25.63 

24.72 

26.14 

27.00 

1864 

28.00 

34.00 

32.64 

27.87 

1865 

23.05 

27.88 

30.09 

23.74 

1866 

27.23 

25.66 

81.16 

26.48 

\d«7 

3L04 

30.43 

30.60 

27.79 

1868 

28,57 

33.62 

81,73 

25.99 

1869 

22.23 

28.74 

81.70 

28.42 

1870 

22.11 

22.79 

26.59 

20.15 

Mean. 

28.60 

27.16 

29.16 

25.80 

BARO.METRICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  CONNECTED  WITH  THE 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT,  METEOROLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  AT  SEVEN 

STATIONS  IN  ABERDEENSHIRE.    YEAR»  1871. 

Mean  redaoed  to  32  Deg.,  and  sea  leveL 


PLACES. 


Aberdeen, 
Htllater,. 

Hnoiiar, 

nuny     .    .  . 

NewPrtrfig«,  . 

Tuiyprtmle,-  . 


Observer's  Names. 


Rev.  A.  Beverly,  . 
Mr.  J.  W.  Patcnon, 
Mr.  G.  Bruce,  .  . 
Mr.  J.  Aitken,  ,  . 
Mr.  A.  MacDonald, 
Mr.  D.  Sturrock,  . 
Mr.  R.  Uttlejohn, 


Height 

above 

Sea  level. 


Feet. 

195 
660 
894 

1,114 
280 
501 

1,120 


Jan. 


27.705 
29.664 
29.680 
29.638 

29.646 
29.684 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Deg. 

29.975 
29.718 
20.776 
29.763 
29.743 
29.782 
29.762 


29.860 
29.764 
28.821 
29.850 
29.805 
29.798 
29.819 


April. 


29.971 
29.706 
29.766 
29.764 
29.761 
29.760 
29.864 


May. 


30.063 
29.965 
30.027 
30.023 
29.977 
30.017 
29.762 


June. 


Deg. 
29.976 
29.984 
29.938 
20.966 
29.918 
29.246 
29  819 


BAROMETRICAL  OBSERVATIONS— (Continued). 


Height 

PLACES. 

OiNerver's  Names. 

above 
Sea  level. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

No^. 

Dec 

Feet. 

29.671 

Dcg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Dcg. 

Deg. 

Abodeen,   .    . 

Rev.  A.  Beverly,  . 

195 

29.882 

29.934 

29.827 

29.981 

2J).882 

BJktCTr?  .   . 

Mr.J.W.Pat«n»n, 

660 

29.674 

29.746 

29.848 

29.757 

29.024 

29.830 

B(«iide,.    .    . 

Mr.  G.  Brace,  .    . 

894 

29.664 

29.860 

29.921 

29.804 

29.968 

29.866 

btiemar.     .    . 

Mr.  J.  Aitken,  .    . 

1,114 

29.074 

29.887 

29.930 

29. 71  (8 

29.962 

29.846 

nuny,    .    .    . 

Mr.  A.  MacDonald, 

280 

29.680 

29.8(10 

29.874 

29.831 

29.9(53 

29.867 

NcwPlteUso,  . 

Mr.  D.  Stnrrwk,  . 

601 

29.6<V4 

29.847 

29.904 

29.782 

29.930 

29.1>20 

TOlypronie,.    . 

Mr.  K,  Uttlejohn, 

1,120 

29.6C0 

29.833 

29.946 

29.810 

29.936 

29.8(16 

From  Jonmal  of  the  Scottish  Meteorological  Society,  New  Scries. 
William  Blackwood  &  f^o^n,  Edinburgh  and  London. 
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I 


s 


I 

is 


1 

Inchw. 
35.35 
27.41 
28.96 
30.65 
34.67 
30.97 
30.85 
26.14 
32.64 
30.09 
31.16 
31.51 
31.73 
31.70 
26.67 
28.94 
48.78 

CO 

^ 

•5 

G  "^  "^i-co  OQ  "^  "^  r-J  ^  '^*  "^c^  o  »^  •"!  ei  c4  K 


t 


c  '^©4©4wcC'^c^'**-^'«e6eo<U5^*c5c4e6 


S  ec  c4  ^'  ^*  cc  &I  c^  &4  r-i  ^'  '-^'•^  cj  &<  o  -^  cc 


5  r-.o^oo©oooo>ooiooioi«® o>«o 
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Climate. 

The  climate  of  Aberdeenshire  is  little  different  in  any  respect 
from  that  of  the  rest  of  the  northern  counties  of  Scotland.  On 
tlie  east  coast,  the  rains  are  heavier,  and  of  longer  continuance, 
when  the  wind  blows  from  the  east  and  south-east,  oft'  the  Ger- 
man Ocean  ;  and  on  the  west  coast,  which  borders  the  Atlantic, 
the  rains  are  heaviest,  and  of  much  longer  duration,  when  the 
wind  blows  from  the  west. 

The  rainfall  at  four  ditferent  stations  on  the  east  coast,  bor- 
dering on  the  German  Ocean,  at  two  periods,  1861  and  1870, 
is  as  lollows  : — 


1861.  At  Edinburgh,    . 

,,  At  Arbroatn, 

,,  At  Aberdeen, 

,,  At  Kinnaird's  Head, 

1S70.  At  Edinburgh,     . 

„  At  Arbroath, 

„  At  Aberdeen, 

„  At  Kinnaird's  Head, 


Inches. 
28.62 
29.66 
30.97 
24-89 

22.11 
22.79 
26.57 
30-28 


) 


Mean. 


28.535 


25.45 


And  at  four  different  stations  on  the  west  coast,  bordering 
upon  the  Atlantic,  also  for  the  years  1861  and  1870,  viz. : — 


1861. 


1870. 


At  Greenock, 

At  Inverary, 

At  Portree,  Skye, 

At  Scourie,  Sutherland. 

At  Greenock, 
At  Inveraiy, 
At  Portree, 
At  Scourie, 


Inches. 
68.04 
98.70 
139.04 
49.55 

47.00 
42.00 
65.46 
43.04 


Mean. 


83.80 


49.37 


It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  the  clouds  carried  over  the  lar- 
ger surface  of  the  Atlantic,  contain  a  larger  quantity  of  aqueous 
vapour  than  those  from  the  smaller  surface  of  the  German 
Ocean.  It  is  also  to  be  remarked,  that  the  extraordinary 
excess  of  rain  which  falls  on  the  west  coast,  over  the  east,  may 
be  attributed  to  the  boldness  of  the  west  coast,  and  to  the 
altitudes  of  the  mountains,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  east, 
wliich  have  a  tendency  to  draw  the  watery  vapours  from  the 
clouds,  before  they  reach  half-way  across  the  country. 

Taking  the  rainfall  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  east  coast,  and  that 
of  Portree  on  the  west,  with  Braemar  as  the  central  station 
between  the  two,  the  dift'erence  of  rainfall  will  appear  more 
clearly  by  a  reference  to  the  following  figures : — 

In  1871,  the  rainfall  at  Aberdeen  was    28.94  inches. 
At  Braemar,  same  year,  it  was  .        .32.74     ,, 
At  Portree,  same  year,  it  was   .        .79.19     „ 
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Tlic  temperature  of  the  lower  i)arts  of  Aberdeenshire  may  be 
termed  moderate.  Along  the  sea  coast,  it  is  not  so  col<l  in 
winter,  nor  so  warm  in  summer,  as  it  is  in  some  of  the  southern 
counties  of  both  Scotland  and  England.  Snow  seldom  lies 
long  on  the  shores  of  the  German  Ocean,  and  the  Moray  Firth ; 
but  in  the  central  districts,  between  the  lower  north-eastern 
division  of  Formartine  and  Buchan,  and  the  upper  districts  of 
Strathbogie  and  Braemar,  there  is  a  great  difference  of  climate. 
In  the  upj)er  districts  snow  lies  longer,  and  the  frosts  are  more 
intense  in  winter ;  while  in  summer,  and  in  the  valleys  and 
on  the  sheltered  hill  slopes,  the  temperature  is  almost  invari- 
ably higher  than  it  is  along  the  sea  coast.  Along  the  sea  shore, 
and  low  lying  land  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  streams,  late 
spring  frosts,  following  mild  winters,  often  destroy  the  early 
budding  tree,  and  blacken  the  tops  of  the  potato  crop,  while 
early  autumn  frosts  in  the  higher  districts,  not  unfrequently 
destroy  the  germ  of  the  cereal  crops,  rendering  them  uniit  for 
seed,  and  in  some  seasons  unfit  for  bread. 

The  temperature  at  Aberdeen,  for  a  period  of  13  years,  prior 
to,  but  including  18G9,  was : — 

At  Aberdeen,  .        .        .        4()^7'Mean.  6r.2' MaximunL  Sr.  12' MmimiuiL 

At  Braemar  (for  same  period),  43^ 6'     „  72". 6'         „  lV.(y         „ 

At  New  Pitsligo  (seven  years),  44^3'     „  62\4'        „  29*.62'       „ 

At  Castle  Newe  (13  years)        44M'     „  74^0'         „  13^2'         „ 

Taking  Braemar  as  the  highest  and  most  central  station  in 
the  northern  parts  of  Scotland,  and  comparing  it  with  that  of 
Buxton  in  Derbyshire,  year  1871,  we  fina  the  comparison  as  to 
temperature  and  rainfall,  to  be  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Braemar,  43^3'  Mean.     74^0  Maximum.    9**.3  Minimum.     30.36  BainfalL 
Buxton,    44".6'     „         84^0  „  '2^5         „  47.12 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  mean  temperature  at  Braemar, 
for  the  year,  is  only  about  V  less  than  at  Buxton,  the  Maxi- 
mum being  10°  in  favour  of  Buxton,  and  the  minimum  7°  in 
favour  of  Braemar ;  and,  as  to  rainfall,  there  is  about  17  inches 
less  for  the  year  at  Braemar  than  at  Buxton.* 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  climate  of  Aberdeenshire, 
is,  that  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  are,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  tempered  by  the  sea,  which  washes  its  northern  and 
eastern  shores. 

*  **  We  may  mention,  for  the  convenience  of  those  unacquainted  with  these 
(two)  localities,  that  Braemar  is  near  the  source  of  the  Dee,  in  Aberdeenshire, 
nearly  50  miles  from  the  sea,  and  1,114  feet  above  it,  with  lofty  mountaina  in 
its  vicinity,  especially  on  its  western  side  ;  Buxton  is  almost  exactly  the  same 
altitude  (1,100  feet),  but  centrally  situated  in  the  hilly  parts  of  Derbyshire,  and 
like  Braemar,  more  or  less  surrounded  by  ground  of  greater  altitude  than  that 
on  which  the  toMn  is  built. "— Symon's  Meteorological  Magazine,  April  1872. 
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The  north  north-west,  and  north-easterly  winds  are  the  col- 
dost  ;  the  easterly  winds  the  most  humid ;  and  the  southerly 
winds  the  warmest  and  most  genial  The  west  and  south-west 
winds,  do  not,  at  all  times,  blow  warm  zephyrs — especially  when 
the  tops  of  the  Grampians,  and  the  higher  mountains  of  Ben- 
avon  are  covered  with  snow — ^but  occasionally  bring  disastrous 
storms  of  wind,*  and  frequently  piercing  cold  blasts,  when 

"  Bomid  Loch-na-garr  while  the  stormy  mist  gathers, 
Winter  presides  m  his  cold  icy  car, 
Cloadfl  tnere  encircle  the  forms  of  my  fathers, 
They  dweU  in  the  tempests  of  dark  Loch-na-garr." 

An  eastern  proverb  says  that,  "  fertility  comes  from  the 
clouds  of  the  air,  and  not  from  the  clods  of  the  earth,"  and  if 
tliat  saying  were  true,  even  to  a  smaller  extent,  the  clods  of 
the  earth,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  have  no  reason  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  such  benefactors.  We  are,  in  most  seasons, 
amnly  supplied  with  aqueous  vapour,  and,  in  most  districts, 
witn  pure  spring  water.  'Tis  true,  that  in  some  dry  early  dis- 
tricts, such  as  Deeside,  Fyvie,  and  between  Mormond  and  the 
Sea,  the  rainfall,  in  some  seasons,  is  insufficient  for  the  wants 
of  such  sandy  soils  ;  and  in  the  clay  districts,  along  the  coast, 
there  is  occasionally  a  want  of  a  timeous  distribution  of  the 
rainfall,  as  well  as  of  a  more  copious  flow  of  water  from  the 
earth  beneath.  But  in  the  higner,  and  especially  the  more 
mountainous  parts  of  the  County,  there  is  at  all  seasons  a  most 
ample  downfall  of  rain,  as  well  as  most  copious  supplies  of  the 
purest  spring  water  which  can  issue  from  the  bowels  of  the 
earth. 

The  greatest  disadvantage,  felt  as  to  climate — especially  in 
the  lower  districts  of  the  County — is  the  want  of  heat,  arising 
from  the  want  of  shelter  from  trees  and  high  hills,  and  the 
prevalence  of  north  and  easterly  winds,  in  autumn  and  spring ; 
and  heat  can  only  be  rendered  and  fostered  by  planting  broad 
belts  of  trees  and  heagerows  for  shelter.  Hitherto,  arboricul- 
ture in  most  parts  of  Aberdeenshire,  appears  to  have  been  too 
exclusively  confined  to  the  system  of  forming  large  masses  of 
plantations  in  fairly  sheltered  valleys  in  the  neighbourhood  of, 
and  around  proprietor's  residences,  and  to  the  tops  of  some  of 
the  lower  hills  (some  of  which  look  like  "  cloud  capt'  towers)," 
without  any  attempt  being  made  to  form  connecting  belts,  or 

*  In  the  month  of  December,  1848,  a  fearful  and  most  destructive  wind 
•tonn  swept  across  the  country  from  the  south-west.  It  began  to  blow  early 
in  the  evening  of  the  14th,  and,  by  da^-light  of  the  foUowing  morning,  many 
hundred  acres  of  the  finest  pine  trees  m  our  forests  were  uprooted,  and  others 
irreparably  damaged  by  the  elemental  wrath  of  this  most  disastrous  hurricane. 
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links  to  break  the  force  of  the  fierce  autumnal  gales  which 
frequently  sweep  across  the  eastern  parts  of  Scotland* 

Principal  Fairs  and  Cattle  Markets  in  Aberdeenshire. 


January.  I 

Aberdeen,  every  Wednesday  and  Sa- 1 

turday  throughout  the  year. 
Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 
Alford,  Tuesday  16th. 
Deer  (New),  3rd  Wednesday. 
Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 
Echt,  Ist  Monday. 
EUon,  1st  and  3rd  Monday. 
Fy  vie  3rd  Thursday. 
Huntly,  Ist  and  3rd  Wednesday. 
Inverurie,  Tuesday  2nd  and  23rd. 
Insch,  4th  Monday. 
Kintore,  Thursday  11. 
Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 
Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 
Longside,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 
Lonmay,  2nd  Monday. 
Lnmphanan,  2nd  Thursday. 
Lumsden,  1st  Monday. 
Machar  (New),  3rd  Thursday. 
Meldrum  (Old),  Tuesday  9th  and  30th. 
Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 
New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 
Khynie,  Saturday  before  4th  Monday. 
Rothie  Station,  2ud  Monday. 
Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 
Strichen,  Ist  Thursday. 
Tarland,  Wednesday  before  5th,  or  5th 

if  Wednesday. 
Turriff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 
Uduy  Station,  last  Thursday. 

February. 
Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 
Alford,  Tuesday  6th  and  27th. 
Auchnagatt,  2nd  Thursday. 
Ballater,  Tuesday  before  Aboyne. 
Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 
Echt,  1st  Monday. 
Ellon,  Ist  and  3rd  Monday. 
Fintray  (Hatton),  Ist  Saturday. 
Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 
Huntly,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday. 
Insch,  4th  Monday. 

•  On  the  4th  of  October,  1860,  a  very  destructive  ^ale  of  wind  swept  across 
the  country  from  the  north.  It  be^an  to  blow  early  in  the  morning,  and  con- 
tinued with  unabated  fury  up  tiU  nud-day,  and  did  great  damage  to  com  crops, 
which  were  at  the  time  partly  cut,  and  partly  uncut,  and  uprooted  many  soli- 
tary trees,  which  had  stood  the  blasts  of  hundred  ^ears,  no  doubt  aggravated 
by  the  circumstance  that  they  were  fully  clothed  in  their  foilage.  This  gale 
was  not  of  a  local  character  :  it  extended  from  the  shores  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
far  into  the  **  heart  of  Mid  Lothian,"  occasioning  much  damage  everywhere 
throughout  its  course. 


Inverurie,  Tuesday  13th. 
Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 
Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 
Kintore,  Ist  Thursday. 
Longside,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 
Lnmphanan,  2nd  Thursday. 
Lumsden,  1st  Monday. 
Meldrum  (Old),  Tuesday  20th. 
MintUw,  2nd  Tuesday. 
New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 
Pitsligo  (New),  Wednesday  after  26th. 
Rhyme,  Saturtlay  before  4th  Monday. 
Rothie  Station,  2nd  Monday. 
Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 
Strathdon,  2nd  Friday. 
Strichen,  1st  Thursday. 
Tarland,  2nd  Wednesday  and  last  Wed- 
nesday, O.  S. 
Torphins,  1st  Thursday. 
Turriff,  2nd  and  4th  VVednesday. 
Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

March, 
Abojrne,  3rd  Thursday. 
Alfonl,  Tuesday  19th. 
Balgair,  last  Tuesday. 
Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 
Echt,  Ist  Monday. 
Ellon,  Ist  and  3nl  Monday. 
Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 
Huntly,  1st  and  3ra  Wednesday. 
Insch,  4th  Monday. 
Inverurie,  Tuesday  5th  and  26th. 
Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 
Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 
Kintore,  Thursday  14th. 
Lenabo,  Wednesday  after  25th. 
Longside,  2nd  Thuroday  after  Mintlaw. 
Lonmay,  2nd  Monday. 
Lnmphanan,  2nd  Thursday. 
Lumsden,  1st  Monday. 
Machar  (New),  3rd  Thursday. 
Meldrum  (Old),  Tuesday  12th. 
Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 
New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 
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Rhyme,  Saturday  before  4th  Monday. 
Rothie  Station,  2nd  Monday. 
RuthrieBton,  3rd  Monday. 
Strichen,  Ist  Thursday. 
Torphina,  day  before  l^e  Inverorie  2nd 

Market. 
Tarriff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 
Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

April. 

Aberdeen  (Pasch),  last  Wednesday. 

Aberdeen  (Old),  last  Thuraday. 

Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 

Alford,  Tuesday  9th  and  30th. 

Auchnagatt,  2nd  Thursday. 

Braemar,  last  Wednesday. 

CraigieTar,  Friday  before  3rd  Wednes- 
day. 

Ouminestown,  Thursday  after  27th. 

Deer  (New),  Wednesday  after  12th. 

Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 

Echt,  Ist  Monday. 

Ellon,  1st  and  3rd  Monday. 

Fintray  (Hatton),  Ist  Saturday. 

Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 

^wkhall,  3rd  Tuesday,  O.  S. 

Huntly,  Ist  and  3rd  Wednesday. 

Insch,  4th  Monday. 

Inrerurie,  Tuesday  16th. 

Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Longside,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 

Lnmphanan,  2nd  Thureday. 

Lumaden,  Ist  Monday  after  last  Tues- 
dav.  O.  S. 

Md  Jnim  (Old),  Tuesday  2nd  and  23rd. 

Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 

New  Mand  Station,  last  Monday. 

Rhynie,  Saturday  before  4th  Monday. 

Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 

Rathrieston,  3rd  Monday. 

Strathdon  (Parkvilla),  4th  Tuesday. 

Strichen^  Ist  Thursday. 

Turriff;  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 

Udny  Station,  hist  Thursday. 

Mat/. 

Aberdeen  (Feeing),  Friday  before  and 
after  26th. 

Aberdonr  (New),  26th. 

Aboyne,  1st  Tuesdayand  3rd  Thursday. 

Alford,  Tuesday  20th  and  Monday  of 
week  before  26th. 

Auchindoir,  last  Friday,  0.  S. 

Ballater,  1st  Tuesday,  0.  S.,  and  Sa- 
turday before. 

Craigievar,  Friday  before  26th,  or  26th 
if  Fri<lay. 

Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 


Deer  (New),  Thursday  before  26th,  or 
26th  if  Thursday. 

Echt,  2nd  Monday. 

Ellon,  Tuesday  after  11th,  and  1st  and 
3rd  Monday. 

Fvvie,  3rd  Thursday. 

Hawkhall,  Thursday  before  hut  Satur- 
day, O.  S. 

Huntly,  Ist  and  3rd  Wednesday,  Hir- 
ing, Thursday  before  26th. 

Insch,  Friday  before  18th  and  4th  Mon- 
day. 

Inverurie,  Tuesday  7th  and  28th,  and 
Wednesday  before  26th. 

Kincardine  O'Neil,  2nd  Tuesday,  0.  S. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Kintore,  Thursday  16th. 

Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 

Longside,  Thursday  before  12th,  and 
2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 

Lonmay,  2nd  Monday. 

Lumphanan,  2nd  Thursday. 

Lumsden,  last  Friday,  O.  S. 

Meldrum  (Old),  Tuesday  14th,  and  Mon- 
day  before  26th,  or  26th  if  Monday. 

Methlick,  Thursday  after  11th. 

Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 

Monymusk,  2nd  Thursday. 

New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 

New  Machar,  3rd  Thursday. 

Peterhead,  Tuesday  after  25th. 

Pitsligo  (New),  Wednesday  after  25th. 

Potarch,  day  after  Durris. 

Rhynie,  Saturday  before  4th  Monday, 
and  Monday  before  26th. 

Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 

Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 

Strathdon  (Col),  2nd  Friday. 

Strichen,  Ist  Thursday  and  Wednesday 
after  19th. 

Tarland,  Ist  Wednesday  and  Wednes- 
day after  26th. 

Tumff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 

Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

Wartle,  Thursday  before  26th. 

Juue. 
Aberdeen  (Wool),  Last  Thursday  and 

Friday. 
Aboyne,  last  Wednesday. 
Alford,  Tuesday  11. 
Auchnagatt,  2nd  Thursday. 
Balgair,  Friday  before  26th. 
Braemar,  Ist  Thursday,  O.  S. 
Byth,  Thursday  after  5th. 
Craigievar,ThursdayafterlastTue8day. 
Deer  (New),  Wednesday  after  19th. 
Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 
Echt,  Ist  Monday. 
Ellon,  1st  and  3rd  Monday. 
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Fyvie,  3rd  Thanday. 
Greenbum,  2nd  Tuesday,  O.  S. 
Huntly,  Ist  and  3rd  Wednesday. 
Insch,  4th  Monday. 
Inverurie,  Tuesday  18th. 
Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 
Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 
Lenabo,  Wednesday  after  26th. 
Lougside,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 
Meldrum(01d),Tue8dayafter4th&25th. 
Mintlaw,  2nd  Thursday. 
Muir  of  Rhynie,  1st  Wednesday. 
New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 
Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 
Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 
St.  Sairs,  Wednesday  after  last  Tues- 
day, O.  S. 
Strichen,  1st  Thursday. 
Tarland,  Friday  after  St.  Sairs. 
Torphins,  2nd  Monday. 
Turriflf,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 
Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

July, 

Aberdeen  (Wool),  ThurwUy  and  Fri- 
day of  Ist  and  2nd  week. 

Aboyne,  last  Friday. 

Alford,  Tuesday  2nd  and  23rd. 

Ballater,  Wednesday  after  Brechin. 

Cabrach,  Thursday  after  Glass. 

Craigievar,  day  after  St.  Sairs. 

Echt,  Monday  before  St.  Sairs. 

Ellon,  1st  and  3rd  Monday. 

Fyvie  3rd  Thursday. 

Glass,  3rd  Tuestlay  and  Wednesday, 
O.  S. 

Greenbum,  last  Thursday. 

Huntly,  1st  and  3rd  W^nesday,  Hir- 
ing Shearers. 

Inscn,  4th  Monday. 

Inverurie,  Tuesday  9th  (day  before  St. 
Sairs)  and  30th. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Kintore,  Thursday  4th. 

Longside,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 

Lonmay  Station,  2nd  Monday. 

Meldrum  (Old),  Tuesday  lOth. 

Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 

New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 

New  Machar,  2nd  Thursday. 

Old  Deer,  Aikey  Fair,  Wednesday  after 
19th. 

Park,  Deeside,  Tuesday  after  Aboyne. 

Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 

Rutikirieston,  3rd  Monday. 

Strathdon(  Parkvilla),  Fridayafter  Glass. 

Strichen,  1st  Thursday. 

Turriff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 

Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 


Aaju9t. 

Aberdeen  (Timbsr  Market),  last  Wed- 
nesday. 

Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 

Alford,  Tuesday  13th. 

Auchnagatt,  2nd  Thursday. 

Craigievar,  Thursday  after  2nd  Taes- 
day,  O.  S. 

Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 

Deer  (New),  2nd  Tuesday. 

Echt,  Ist  Monday. 

Ellon,  Ist  and  3ra  Monday. 

Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 

Huntly,  Ist  and  3rd  Wednesday. 

lusch,  4th  Monrlay. 

Inverurie,  Tuestlay  20th. 

Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Kincardine  O' Neil,  Wednesday  &  Thurs- 
day after  last  Tuesday,  O.  S. 

Ijongside,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 

Lumsden,  3rd  Tuesday,  O.  S. 

Mekbrum  (Old),  Tuesday  after  6ih  aud 
27th. 

Mintlaw,  2ud  Tuesday. 

Monymusk.  3rd  Thurs<iay,  O.  S. 

New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 

Pitsligo  (New),  Thursday  after  13th. 

Rayue(Old),  Wednesday  after  1st  Tues- 
day, O.  S.  Sheep  and  Timber,  Thura- 
day  before. 

Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 

Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 

Strichen,  Ist  Thursday. 

Tarland,  Fridayafter  Ist  Tuesday,  O.  S. 

Tarvfts,  Bartle  Chapel,  Friday  after  28th. 

Turriff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 

Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

September. 

Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 

Alford,  Tuesday  3rd  and  24th. 

Ballater,  2nd  Monday  and  Tuesday,  O.  S. 

Braemar,  3rd  MondJay,  O.  S. 

Craigievar,  Friday  after  Ist  Tuesday, 
O.S. 

Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 

Echt,  1st  Monday. 

Ellon,  1st  and  3rd  Monday. 

Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 

Greenbum,  last  Wednesday. 

Hawkhall,  Tuesday  after  3rd  Monday. 

Huntly,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday. 

Insch,  4th  Monday. 

Inverurie,  Tuesday  1 0th. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Kildmmmy,  3rd  Thursday. 

KinkeU,  Wendnesday  after  last  Thurs- 
day, O.  S. 
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Longridc,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 
f^mmay,  2nd  Monday. 
Lamphaiian,  2nd  Thursday. 
MeUfrum  (Old),  Tuesday  17tiL 
Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 
New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 
Rhynie,  d^  after  Keith,  Ist  Wednes- 

Rotiiie,  ^id  Monday. 
Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 
Stnthdun,  last  Saturday. 
Strichen,  lot  Thursday. 
Turriff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 
Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

Abetdeen  (Old),  Wednesday  after  3rd 

Tuesday,  O.  S. 
Aboyne,  1st  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 

O.  8.,  and  Tuesday  following. 
AJfofd,  Tuesday  15th. 
Anchnagatti  2nd  Thursday. 
Byth  (little),  Thursday  after  2()th. 
Cabrach,  Friday  before  Kennethmont. 
Deer  (New),  Wednesday  after  19th. 
Deer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 
Echt»  day  before  Kinkell,  September. 
EUoo,  Ist  and  3rd  Monday. 
^ryie,  3rd  Thursday. 
Hnntly,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday. 
Insch,  4th  Monday. 
Inyemrie,  Tuesday  Ist  and  22nd. 
Kennethnumt^  3rd  Monday. 
LoOj^Bide,  2nd  Thursday  after  Mintlaw. 
Lonmay,  2nd  Monday. 
LAmphaoan,  2nd  Thursday. 
Mekbum  (Old),  Tuesday  8th  and  29th. 
Hintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 
New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 
PitaligO  (New),  Wednesday  after  5th. 
Potarai,  Wednesday  after  Aboyne. 
Rhynie,  day  after  Kennethmont. 
Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 
Rttthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 
Strichen,  Ist  Thursday. 
Tariand,    2nd   Wednesday   after    1st 

Tneeday,  O.  S. 
Turriff.  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 
Udny  Station,  kst  Thursday. 

Aberdeen  (Feeing),  Friday  before  and 

Friday  after  22nd. 
Aberdour  (New),  22nd. 
Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 
Alford,   Tuesday  5th  and  2Cth,   and 

MoiuUy  of  week  before  22nd. 
Ballater,  Saturday  before  22nd. 
^semar,  lasi  day,  O.  a 


Doer  (Old),  2nd  Tuesday. 

Deer  (New),  Thursday  a^ter  21st. 

Echt»  2nd  Tuesday. 

Ellon,  Wednesday  after  12th,  and  Ist 
and  3rd  Monday. 

Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 

Glenkindy,  23rd. 

Hnntly,  Ist  and  3rd  Wednesday,  Hir- 
ing, Thursday  before  22nd. 

InscE,   Friday  before   18th,  and  4th 
Monday. 

Inverurie,  Tuesday  12th,  and  Wednes- 
day before  22nd. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Kildrununy,  3rd  Thursday. 

Kintore,  Thursday  28th. 

Lenabo,  Wednesday  after  2()th. 

Longside,  2nd  Tuesday,  and  2nd  Thurs  • 
day  after  Mintlaw. 

Lonmay,  2nd  Monday. 

Lumphaiian,  2nd  Thursday. 

Machar  (New),  3rd  Thursday. 

Meldmm  (Old),  Tuesday  19th  and  Mon 
day  before  22nd. 

Methlick,  day  after  Peterhead. 

Mintlaw  2nd  Tuesday. 

New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 

Peterhead,  Tuesday  after  18th. 

Potarch,  Thursday  before  22nd. 

Rhynie,  Saturday  before  4th  Monday, 
and  Monday  before  22nd. 

Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 

Ruthrieston,  3rd  Mionday. 

Strathdon  (CoL),  2nd  Friday. 

Strichen,  Ist  Thursday  and  Wednesday 
after  12th. 

Tariand,  Tuesday  after  22nd,  or  on  22nd 
if  Tuesday. 

Turriff,  Saturday  before  23rd,  and  2nd 
and  4th  Wednosdi^. 

Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 

Aboyne,  3rd  Thursday. 

AHord,  Tuesday  17th. 

Auchnagatt,  2nd  Thursday. 

Deer  (Old),  Wednesday  after  19th. 

Echt,  Ist  Monday. 

Ellon,  Ist  and  3rd  Monday. 

Fyvie,  3rd  Thursday. 

Fintray  (Hatton),  Ist  Saturday. 

Huntly  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday. 

Insch,  4th  Monday. 

Inverurie,  Tuesday  3rd  and  24th. 

Kildrummy,  3rd  Thursday. 

Kennethmont,  3rd  Monday. 

Longside,  2nd  Tueaday  after  Mintlaw. 

Lumphanaii,  2nd  Thursday. 

Lumsdon,  Ist  Monday. 
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Meldnmi  (Old),  Taesday  10th  and  Slst 

Mintlaw,  2nd  Tuesday. 

New  Maud  Station,  last  Monday. 

Rhynie,  Saturday  before  4th  Monday. 

Rothie,  2nd  Monday. 

Ruthrieston,  3rd  Monday. 


Strichen,  let  Thursday. 

Tarland,  Wednesday  before  J  azinazy  5th, 

or  5th  if  Wednesday. 
Torphins,  2nd  Thursday. 
Turriff,  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays. 
Udny  Station,  last  Thursday. 


Note. — "  Fairs  which  are  held  according  to  the  Old  Style,  have  the  letters  O.  S. 
placed  after  the  day  indicated.  In  some  districts,  the  dfference  between  the 
Old  and  New  Styles  is  computed  to  be  eteom,  in  others,  twelve  days.*' — Vide 
Aberdeen  Almanack. 


ABERDEEN  OR  ST.  NICHOLAS  PARISH 


Presbytery  and  Synod  of  Aberdeen. 

The  etymology  of  Aberdeen  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  an- 
cient British,  and  the  jjrefix,  Aber,  signifies  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  or  brook,  where  it  falls  into  the  sea,  or  any  lake  or 
stream.  Da-abhuin,  or  Da-awin,  the  space  between  two  rivers, 
which  corresponds  exactly  with  the  position  of  Aberdeen,  as  it 
stands  between  two  rivers — the  Dee  and  the  Doa  The  earliest 
mention  of  this  place  is  in  a  "  Roman  itinerary  of  an  incursion 
made  by  Severus  into  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland,  early  in 
the  third  century,"  and,  in  it,  Aberdeen,  is  called  Devana,  or 
city  on  the  river  Deva,  or  Dee.  Ptolney*s  Devas,  are  the  Dee 
in  Kirkcudbright,  called  the  Deva  in  Selgovii ;  the  Dee  in 
Cheshire,  is  called  the  Deva  in  Comabbii ;  and  the  Diva,  in  the 
country  of  the  Caristi  (Wales) ;  but  he  takes  no  notice  of  the 
Deva  in  Taixalium,  or  the  Dee  in  Aberdeenshire. 

In  Gaelic,  according  to  Thom's  History  of  Aberdeenshire, 
Aber  is  synonymous  with  the  prefix  Inver,  and  both  signify  a 
confluence.  Jjun,  a  hill,  au,  water,  bar,  an  obstacle,  and  dun, 
the  hill  on  which  the  castle  or  city  stands.  According  to 
Maclachlan,  the  Gaelic  name  is  Obaii*readhain,^  pronounced 
Oberrayn,  and  signifies  the  town  situated  near  the  mouth  of 
two  rivers. 

In  Scotland,  we  find  the  Abers,  or  Abhir,  chiefly  (but  not 
exclusively),  on  the  east  coast,  and  the  Invera  on  the  west,  the 
country  ot  the  Oaelic  race.  But  neither  do  the  Abers  nor  the 
Invera  exist  on  the  east  coast  of  England ;  and  both  are  of 
doubtful  existence  in  Ireland.  On  the  west  coast  of  England, 
in  Wales,  the  Aber  a  are  numerous. 

*  "  Abhir-reidh-an,  the  smooth  river  confluence  ;  abhir-domhain,  the  deep 
conflnence." — Col.  Robertson's  Gaelic  Topography. 
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In  Kennedy's  Annals,  the  name  is  variously  spelt,  Aberdaen, 
Al)enlon,  Allerdin,  Aberdene,  and  Abrydene;  generally  in 
Latin  writings,  it  is  written  Aberdonia*  *But  while  Buchanan 
uses  the  name  Abredonia,  as  applicable  both  to  Old  and  New 
Alierdeen,  he  uses  Abredeam  as  applicable  only  to  the  latter. 

Some  of  our  antiquarian  writers  suppose  that  the  Picts  were 
a  tribe  of  the  ancient  Britons,  and  if  that  were  so,  without 
doubt,  the  name  is  to  be  ascribed  to  them ;  but  if  the  Picts 
were  originally  of  Scandinavian  origin,  the  name  Aberdeen, 
must  have  been  in  existence  before  their  invasion,  therefore 
the  name  must  be  attributed  to  the  first  known  inhabitants — 
the  ancient  Britons,  or  Welsh,  where  the  Abers  exist 

Situation, 

The  City  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Dee,  at  the 
mouth  of  tne  river,  in  the  south-eastmost  comer  of  the  County, 
in  latitude  dT'.Q'  north,  and  longitude  2^6'  west  of  Greenwich. 

Boundaries. 

St  Nicholas,  or  City  Parish,  which  comprehends  the  ancient 
Royalty,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  Old  Machar,  by 
the  Broadford  and  Froghall  bums,  from  a  point  a  little  north  of 
Hutcheon  Street  (64  feet  above  sea  level),  and  runs  eastward  by 
these  old  water  courses,  Love-lane  fS?  feet)  and  the  Rifle-rancje, 
in  a  direct  easterly  line  to  the  sea.  On  the  east  it  is  bounded  by 
the  sea.  On  the  south,  it  is  bounded  bv  the  flood  mark  of  the 
Dee,  up  to  the  Craiglug  Suspension  Briage ;  and  on  the  west,  by 
the  tiae-wajr  of  the  river,  and  the  old  channel  of  the  Denbura, 
and  the  paiish  of  Old  Machar,  up  to  the  Skene  Street  bridge  (45 
feet^,  ana  by  the  bum  of  Broadford  to  the  point  first  mentioned. 

Tiie  parliamentary  burgh,  which  comprehends  the  city  pa- 
rishes, a  small  portion  of  Banchory-Devenick  parish,  at  the 
Bridge  of  Dee,  and  that  portion  of  Old  Machar  parish,  which 
lies  between  the  Dee  and  the  Don,  is  bounded  on  the  north,  by 
the  centre  channel  of  the  river  Don,  from  the  influx  of  the 
Scatterbum  (52  feet  above  sea  level),  to  the  sea.  On  the  east, 
by  the  sea,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Don,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dee. 
On  the  south,  by  the  centre  channel  of  the  Dee,  up  to  an  ideal 
point,  100  yards  above  the  Bridge  of  Dee.  And  on  the  west,  by 
an  ideal  straight  line,  from  last  mentioned  point,  to  the  centre 
of  the  old  Deeside  road,  near  Auchinyell,  thence,  northward  by 
the  boundaries  between  the  parishes  of  Old  Machar  and  Ban- 
chory-Devenick, and  of  Ola  Machar  and  Newhills,  by  the 
Scatterbum,  to  the  Don,  at  the  point  fijrst  mentioned. 

*  On  the  ooiiw  of  David  IL,  it  u  Aberdon. 
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Extent 

The  parliamentary  burgh,  from  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  to  the 
Old  Bridge  of  Don,  measures  about  four  miles,  in  a  direct  line, 
from  south  to  north ;  and  from  the  sea,  to  the  north  gate  of 
Springhill,  east  to  west,  it  measures  about  3 J  miles.  The  City, 
or  SL  Nicholas  parish,  comprises  an  area  of  about  650  acr^, 
and  the  parliamentary  burgh,  nearly  nine  square  miles. 

Topography. 

The  City,  or  St  Nicholas  parish,  stands  upon  four  hills,  or 
small  eminences,  viz.,  the  Castle  hiU,  about  80  feet  above  sea 
level ;  the  School  hill  (65  feet) ;  the  Woolman  hill  (58  feet) ; 
and  the  Port  hill,  which  is  about  100  feet,  and  the  highest 
land  within  the  Royalty.  On  the  east  of  King  Street,  there  is 
the  Gallows  hill  (98  feet),  and  the  Broad  hill  (94  feet) ;  and  on 
the  west  of  King  Street  road,  there  is  the  Spital  ridge  (120 
feet) ;  and,  west  of  the  Old  Town  Cathedral  (68  feet),  tnere  is 
the  Mote  hill,  or  the  hill  of  Tillydrone  f  130  teet),  overlooking 
the  finely  wooded  braes  of  Seaton  ana  Balgownie,  and  the 
steep  banks  of  the  Don,  at  the  Printfield  and  Woodside,  up  to 
the  Scatterbum.  West  of  the  Old  Town  and  the  Spital  ridge, 
lie  the  pleasent  undulating  grounds  of  Powis,  Simnyside,  and 
Berryden,  rising  in  gentle  slopes  up  to  the  rocky  peaks  of 
Hilton  (300  feet),  and  Caimcry  (446  feet),  this  point  being  the 
highest  land  within  the  burgh.  West  of  Broadford,  and  to 
the  north  of  the  Denbum  is  the  ridge  of  Gilcomston,  and 
Loanhead  (Mile-end  170  feet),  rising  westward,  and  termina- 
ting in  the  transverse  ridge  of  Woodhill  ^340  feet),  and  the 
Stocket  hill  (320  feet).  West  and  south  of  tne  Denbum  valley, 
there  is  the  table  land  of  Union  and  Crown  Terrace  (86  f^t), 
and  that  of  Ferryhill  (85  feet),  south  of  the  Holbum,  the  land 
rises  with  gentle  slopes  westward  to  the  rocky  peaks  of  the 
Rubislaw  quarries,  wtiich  are  about  300  feet  above  sea  level, 
and  the  extreme  west  point,  where  the  burgh  boundary  crosses 
the  Skene  road  at  Hazelhead,  is  about  312  feet. 

Hydrography. 

Besides  the  two  bounding  rivers,  the  Dee  and  the  Don,  the 
burgh  is  intersected  by  several  small  streams,  the  largest  being 
that  of  the  Denbum,  which  has  its  source  at  KingswelLs,  about 
two  miles  west  of  the  burgh.  The  others  being  the  Westbum, 
which  flows  from  Woodhfll,  the  Broadford  and  Froghall  bums, 
and  the  Powis  bum  on  the  north,  with  the  Holbum,  and  the 
burns  of  Pitmuxton  and  Ruthrieston,  on  the  south.    The  water 
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of  the  Holbum  is  stored  at  the  Walker  dam  (240  feet),  for  the 
purpose  of  supplementing  the  water  supply  for  the  Justice  MiUs 
(80  feet).  Above  the  Rubislaw  bleachlielas  (144  feet),  the  water 
in  this  stream  may  be  said  to  be  fit  for  domestic  puiposes ;  but 
from  these  bleachtields  downwards  to  the  tidal  water  of  the  Dee, 
the  Holbum  is  only  an  open  sewer,  conveying  all  manner  of 
polluting  liquids  from  linen  and  woollen  works,  distilleries, 
breweries,  and  tanneries,  besides  conveving  large  quantities  of 
other  unpurified  matter  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  harbour. 
The  Denbum  is  comparatively  a  pure  stream  till  it  reaches  the 
Gilcomston  dam  ril4  feet),  but  from  that  point  downwards  to 
the  Dock,  or  haroour,  and  along  with  its  tributary  streams 
which  flow  from  Broadford,  it  is  made  to  carry  off*  all  sorts  of 
refuse  from  linen  works,  tanneries,  chemical  works,  comb  works, 
and  the  sewage  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  town.  The  lower 
course  of  the  Denbum,  from  a  point  near  Union  Bridge  to  the 
Dock,  has  been  arched  over  in  a  temporary  fashion  (judging  from 
its  periodical  outbursts),  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  excludes 
from  view,  its  most  offensive  aspect ;  but  such  works  can  have 
no  beneficial  effect  upon  the  large  quantity  of  noxious  stuff  it 
conveys  into  the  Dock  and  tidal  waters  of  tne  Dee.  The  Powis, 
or  the  Tyle  bum,  is  but  a  small  stream,  and  has  only  a  short 
course.  At  Kettybrewster  (114  feet),  it  receives  all  manner  of 
abominations,  ana  at  Ladye  Mill  (36  feet),  on  the  King  Street 
road,  it  receives  the  greater  portion  of  the  sewage  of  Old  Aber- 
deen, which  is  allowed  to  run  to  waste  on  the  spongy  brackish 
beds  of  the  Old  Town  Unks,  and  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Don. 

Sprimge. 

Along  the  lower  valley  of  the  Denbum,  there  is  the  Corbie 
well,  and  the  Well  of  Spa,  the  Garden  well,  the  Gilcomston 
springs,  and  St  John's  well,  the  wells  of  Gardens'  howe,  Foun- 
tainhall,  and  Momingside.  In  point  of  discharge  of  water,  the 
Gilcomston,  and  Foimtainhall  springs  stand  first,  the  others 
sending  forth  but  small  quantities  of  bright,  sparkling  water, 

Jlcasant  enough  to  the  taste,  with  little  or  no  organic  matter, 
udging,  however,  by  tiie  strata  from  which  these  springs  issue, 
the  water  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  thorougnly  purified 
sewage,  flowing  through  water  bearing  gravel,  and  sand,  and, 
KO  far  as  is  known,  an  innocent  cooling  beverage,  but  too  hard 
for  domestic  purposes.  The  Well,  or  Spring  of  Spa  is  now  only 
slightly  impregnated  with  carbonate  of  uron.  In  the  year  1615, 
Dr.  William  Sarclay  published  an  account  of  these  springs, 
under  the  title  of  "  Callirhoe,  or  the  Nymph  of  Aberdene  Re- 
susciut,"  and  the  building  which  then  protected  them  was 
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repaired,  or  restored,  by  the  celebrated  painter  George  Jamieson, 
but  it  was  soon  afterwards  destroyed  by  a  flood  in  the  Denbum. 
The  building  which  now  protects  this  well  was  erected  in  1670, 
and  consists  of  a  half  circular  enclosure  with  steps  and  benches, 
and  a  neat  entablature,  bearing  the  following  inscription  and 
dates : — 

"  As  heaven  gives  me,  so  give  I  thee." 

''Hoc  Foins  Dkbxvata  Salus  ik  Patriam  Pofulumqitb  Fluat." 

Spada  Rkdiviva  1670. 

Renovatum  bst  Opus  Anno  1851. 

The  springs  of  Fountainhall,  and  others  above  the  Gilcom- 
ston  dam,  were  at  one  time  utilized  for  supplying  the  old  water 
cistern  at  the  top  of  Broad  Street,  which  for  a  time  formed  the 
chief  supply  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City.  On  the 
Links,  nortn  of  the  Broad  hill,  there  is  a  copious  flow  of  water 
from  the  hollow  beside  the  dung  depot,  part  of  which  is  con- 
veyed to  a  reservoir  in  the  grounds  of  tne  Bannermill  cotton 
factory.  On  the  north  of  CoUege  Bounds,  there  is  the  Orchard 
well,  and  at  Sunnyside,  there  is  the  Firhill  well,  the  water  of 
which  has  slight  chalybeate  properties.  At  Froghall,  there 
are  several  springs  within  Cocker's  nursery  grounds,  which  were 
conveyed  to  Broadford  linen  works,  for  supplying  their  reser- 
voirs. On  the  west  of  Ferryhill,  there  is  a  strong  chalybeate 
spring  within  the  grounds  of  Roy's  nursery,  whicn  has  a  low 
temperature,  and  is  very  agreeable  to  the  taste.  North  of  the 
house  of  Powis,  and  the  Mortar-hole  road,  there  are  several 
perennial  springs,  which  are  utilized  for  supplying  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ola  Aberdeen  with  water,  but,  on  tne  formation  of  the 
Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  in  1845,  and  the  consequent 
breaking  up  of  the  Aberdeenshire  canal,  these  springs  which 
appeared  at  a  lower  level,  were  for  a  time  almost  laid  dry. 

Wells, 

About  40  years  ago,  Messrs.  Hadden  and  Sons,  at  their  manu- 
factory in  the  Green,  sank  two  Artesian  wells ;  one  of  them  to 
a  depth  of  160  feet,  and  another  to  220  feet,  both  yielding 
about  250  gallons  of  water  per  minute.  At  the  iJevanha 
brewery,  a  well  was  sunk  through  rock,  to  the  depth  of  140  feet, 
which  yielded  only  a  small  supply  of  water ;  but  being  highly 
impregnated  with  carbonate  of  iron,  it  was  unfit  for  orewing 
purposes.  At  Messrs.  Richard's  and  Go's,  works  at  Broa<lford, 
a  well  was  sunk  to  the  depth  of  about  200  feet,  through  black 
earth,  peat  moss,  clay,  rough  gravel  and  sand,  and  granite  rock, 
from  which  was  obtained  about  46  gallons  per  minute  of 
excellent  water.     Latterly  the  Caledonian  Railway  Company 
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sunk  a  deep  well  near  their  locomotive  premises  at  Ferryhill, 
from  which  they  obtain  a  supply  of  water ;  and  the  Great  North 
Railway  Company  have  a  well  sunk  to  the  depth  of  about  100 
feet,  in  their  station  ground  at  Kettybrewster.  Both  these 
Railway  Companies  use  steam  power  for  pumping  up  their 
water  supply,  which,  it  is  said,  is  at  all  times  sufhcient  for  their 
purpose. 

Pump  wella  of  the  ordinary  kind  may  be  got  almost  every- 
where within  the  burgh,  by  digging  from  12  to  35  feet ;  but  m 
conseauence  of  the  abundant  water  supply  recently  introduced 
into  tne  City,  and  distributed  over  a  wide  suburoan  district, 
such  weUs  have  become  almost  things  of  the  past. 

Water  supply. 

About  the  year  1766,  a  cistern  was  erected  at  the  top  of 
Broad  Street,  capable  of  storing  30,000  gallons,  which  was 
supplied  by  the  springs  at  Fountainhall,  before  mentioned, 
from  which,  and  along  with  other  springs  in  the  lower  valley  of 
the  Denbum,  a  water  supply  was  ootained  equal  to  about  130 
gallons  per  minute,  or  187,200  gallons  per  diem ;  but  in  dry  sea- 
sons, and  on  many  occasions  this  quantity  was  found  to  be  very 
deficient  for  supplying  the  demands  of  a  population  which  had 
increased  from  about  12,000,  in  1760,  to  33,000,  in  1831.  In 
the  year  1830,  the  Commissioners  of  Police  for  the  City  resolved 
on  procuring  an  additional  supply  of  water  from  the  Dee,  and 
by  the  advice,  and  under  the  airection  of  Mr.  Jardine,  C.  K  of 
Edinburgh,  the  Commissioners  adopted  his  proposals,  and 
erecte<l  a  pump  house  near  the  north  end  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee, 
about  two  miles  from  the  City.  Tlie  point  where  the  water  was 
abstracted  from  the  river  was  fully  half  a  mile  above  high  water 
mark,  and  was  conveyed  through  natural  filter  beds  and  a 
tunnel,  to  the  pumping  station.  The  two  engines,  which  were 
fitted  up  in  the  pumping  house,  were  capable  of  working  up  to 
50  horse  power  each,  and  of  raising  the  water  through  a  15 
inch  diameter  main,  to  the  Union  Street  reservoir,  which  stood 
about  130  feet  above  the  engines,  and  about  40  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  street.  The  Union  Place  cistern  was  50  feet  by  30, 
and  nine  feet  deep,  and  contained  fully  84,000  gallons  of  water, 
and  tlie  engines,  taxed  to  their  utmost  power,  were  only  capable 
of  raising  about  1,000,000  gallons  daily  for  a  population  oif 
about  55,000. 

For  several  years  previous  to  1864,  the  inhabitants  suffered 
much  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  and,  in 
1862,  the  Commissioners  of  Police  resolved  to  abandon  their 
pumping  system  from  the  Dee,  and  to  procure  another  supply 
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by  gravitation,  and  for  this  purpose  they  obtained  psu-liamcn- 
tary  powers  to  abstract  from  the  Dee  at  Caimton  (which  is  23 
miles  from  the  sea,  by  the  course  of  the  river,  and  224  feet 
above  its  level),  2,500,000  gallons  of  water  daily,  with  powers  to 
abstract  6,000,000  dailv,  wnen  necessary.  Near  to  Invercanny, 
which  is  fully  one  mile  below  the  Caimton  Intake,  a  storage 
reservoir  was  constructed,  capable  of  containing  10,000,000 
gallons  of  water,  or  about  four  day's  supply,  when  the  water  in 
the  river  is  discoloured  by  floods. 

In  connection  with  this  reservoir,  there  are  filter  beds  and 
regulating  sluices,  through  which  all  the  water  is  made  to  pass 
before  it  enters  into  the  main  aqueduct,  and  at  Brae  of  rit- 
fodels,  which  is  1 J  miles  from  Umon  Place,  and  162  feet  above 
sea  level,  there  is  another  storage  reservoir  which  is  capable  of 
containing  about  6,000,000  gallons,  a  little  more  than  two  days' 
supply,  for  eigth-tenths  of  the  population  of  the  burgh.  Near 
the  Den  of  Cults,  which  is  about  tnree  miles  from  Umon  Place, 
and  190  feet  above  sea  level,  there  is  a  bye  service  from  the 
main  aqueduct,  for  supplying  hydraulic  machines  used  in 
forcing  up  water  to  the  high  level  reservoir  on  Billhead  of 
Pitfodels  (400  feet),  which  contains  about  500,000  gallons, 
intended  for  supplying  the  higher  parts  of  the  suburban  water 
districts,  which  could  not  be  supplied  by  gravitation  from  the 
main  service.  The  Cults  hydraulic  engine  station  is  placed 
about  120  feet  below  the  level  of  the  main  aqueduct,  and  the 
storage  reservoir  on  Hillhead  is  210  feet  above  it  The  daily 
waste  of  water  sustained  and  required  to  work  these  engines, 
cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  365,750  gallons,  reckoning 
only  12  working  hours  a-day. 

These  works  were  designed  and  carried  out  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  late  Mr.  James  Simpson,  Engineer  of  the  Lambeth 
water  works,  which  are  considered  to  be  the  worst  water  works 
in  London.  The  estimated,  or  contract  cost  of  constructing  the 
main  aqueduct,  storage  reservoirs,  hydraulic  machine,  and  sta- 
tion, was  £110,000,  exclusive  of  the  purchase  of  land,  right  of 
wav  leave,  compensation  for  temporary  damage,  and  the  cost 
of  laying  mains  throughout  the  City  and  suburbs. 

The  main  aqueduct,  from  the  Invercanny  reservoir  to  the 
Brae  of  Pitfodels,  about  18  miles,  is  laid  upon  a  gradient  of  two 
feet  per  mile,  and  it  chiefly  consists  of  an  egg-shaped  brick  cul- 
vert, with  cast-iron  piping,  36  inches  diameter,  laid  across  several 
streams.  Between  the  Invercanny  reservoir,  and  the  Caimton 
Intake,  there  is  a  short  tunnel  (three-fourths  of  a  mile)  which 
had  to  be  cut  through  whinstone,  and  porphyritic  rock  of 
unusual  hardness,  ancf  on  other  parts  of  tne  line,  there  was  a 
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good  deal  of  half-tunnel  work,  through  gravel  and  boulder  rock, 
with  long  embankments  across  several  valleys  and  streams. 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  last  financial  year,  30th  September 
1872,  these  water  works  altogether  cost  £161,523,  15s.  5iA 
The  water  rates  levied  on  the  difterent  classes  of  property  with- 
in  the  municipal  boundaries,  are  6d.  per  pound  on  dwelling 
houses,  on  other  property  than  a  dwelling  house  3d.  per  pound. 
l*rivate  water  rate  on  dwelling  houses  6d.  per  pound  Ditto  on 
shops,  small  supply,  3d.  per  pound,  large  supply,  6d  per  pound 
Beyond  the  police  bounds  the  rate  levied  for  a  supply  of  water 
from  the  low  service,  is  Is.  3Jd  per  pound,  and  Is.  5d.  per 
{K>und  for  a  supply  from  the  lagh  service,  besides  interest  on 
private  service  pipes  where  such  is  chargeable. 

The  gross  revenue  from  the  water  supply  for  the  year  ending 
30th  September  1873,  amounted  to  £14,831,  lis.  2d.,  and  the 
expenditure  for  the  year,  to  £14,033,  Os.  lOd,  which  left  a 
balance  of  £798, 10s.  4d,  to  be  carried  to  next  account. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  one-tenth  of  the  whole  water 
supply  is  required  for  manufacturing  purposes,  cleansing 
streets,  and  for  flushing  sewers.  The  remainder  fairly  esti- 
mated, would  give  to  a  population  of  70,000  inhabitants,  about 
28  gallons  per  head  per  diem.  But  as  the  supply  and  the 
pressure  are  constant,  out  of  the  28  gallons  supplied,  nearly 
one-third  absolutely  runs  to  waste.  As  previously  stated,  about 
£161,524  has  been  expended  on  works,  m  bringing  this  supply 
of  water  to  the  City,  which  sum  represents  an  expenditure  of 
about  46s.  per  head  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a  little  more  than 
£38,  4s.  i>er  diem  for  2,000,000  gallons,  and  the  cost  to  the 
consumer  about  one  fiftieth  part  of  a  farthing  per  gallon. 

Harbour, 
The  harbour  is  situated  on  the  north  shore  of  the  inner 
estuary  of  the  Dee,  and  at  one  time  it  extended  from  the  Sand- 
nesa  upwards  by  Futtie  and  the  Pier,  or  Key-head,  to  the  Poyner- 
nook,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Denbum,  and  the  chief  access  to  the 
QuaV'hend  was  by  the  Sltore-brae.  Previous  to  the  extension 
of  the  Pior  eastwards  from  the  Pack-house  towards  Futtie* 
the  tide,  "  at  full  sea,"  flowed  over  the  whole  lands,  from  the 
liottom  of  the  Castle-brae,  to  the  haughs  of  Torry,  and  from 
the  SuTul-nrieaa,  whereon  the  Block-house  stood,  up  to  the  Clay- 
hills.     By  the  extension  of  the  Pier  eastward,  from  the  Weigh, 

*  **  This  extension  measured  no  fewer  than  500  walking  passes,  and  joyned 
with  Futtie.  The  territorv  thus  gained  from  the  estuary  was  called  the  Shore 
lands,  and  thereon  are  built,  Virginia  Street,  James's  Street,  Conmierce  Street, 
and  all  the  lanes  and  houses  which  lie  between  the  Begcnt  Quay,  and  the  foot 
of  the  C^tle  hilL"— Kobcrtson's  Book  of  Bon- Accord. 
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or  Pack-Jtouse,  which  was  eCFected  about  the  year  1G58,  Sir 
Samuel  Forbes  of  Foveran  (1715)  says,  "  that  about  60  years 
ago,  a  fine  meadow  of  ground  was  gained,  by  making  a  long 
broad  terras  flanked  in  both  sides  with  large  stones ;  and  the 
harbour  nothing  entrenched  upon  but  bettered." 

Soon  after  these  internal  improvements  were  eflFected,  Vir- 
ginia and  other  streets  were  laid  out,  and  the  whole  redeenied 
lands  on  the  north  side  of  the  harbour  have  been  for  niaiiy 
years  covered  with  buildings. 

The  external  improvements,  or  works  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  channel  of  the  Dee,  may  be  said  to  have  been 
commenced  about  the  year  1608,  as  we  find  that  between  1608, 
and  1618,  David  Anderson,*  of  Finzeauch,  merchant  burgess, 
succeeded  in  removing  a  large  jnece  of  rock  which  lay  in  the 
middle  of  the  navigation  channel,  but  the  harbour  mouth  of 
the  river  still  remained  very  much  interrupted  by  drifting  sand 
from  the  north,  and  the  contending  flood  water  m  the  river,  so 
much  so,  that  often  at  low  tide,  there  was  only  two  feet  of  water 
on  the  Bar,-f"  and,  at  high  water,  not  more  than  13  feet. J 

♦  **  The  entry  to  the  h&rbour  was  long  obetnicted  by  a  great  stone,  called 
Knock  Maitlaud,  or  Craig  Metellan.  But,  in  1610,  this  obstacle  was  removed 
— by  the  renowned  art  and  Industrie  of  that  ingenious  and  vertuous  citizen — 
David  Anderson,  of  Finzeauch,  from  his  skill  in  mechanics,  popularly  known 
by  the  name  of  '  Davie-do-a-thing. '  The  expense  of  the  instruments  employed 
by  him  amounted  to  300  merks.  Tradition  relates,  that  the  device  he  adopted 
was  that  of  securing  a  number  of  empty  casks  to  the  block  at  low  water  ;  and 
when  the  flowing  tide  lifted  the  mass  from  its  bed,  he  seated  himself  on  one  of 
the  barrels,  and,  with  flying  colours  (and  pipers  playing),  sailed  up  the  harbour, 
amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  delighted  citizens.  —Robertson's  Book  of  Bon- 
Accord. 

t  Anno  1637.  "  Upon  St.  Stephen's  day,  the  26th  December  (through  great 
inundation  of  water),  a  bar  or  ^reat  bed  of  sand  was  wrought  up  and  casten 
overthwart  the  mouth  of  the  nver  Dee,  mixeil  with  marle-clay  and  stones. 
This  fearful  bar  so  stopped  the  harbour  mouth,  that  no  ship  could  go  out  or 
come  in  thereat ;  and,  at  low  water,  a  man  might  have  passed  on  the  bed  dry- 
footed  from  the  north  shore  to  the  bulwark.  It  amazed  the  haill  people  of 
Aberdeen,  burgh  and  land  ;  they  fell  to  fasting,  praying,  mourning,  weeping 
all  day  and  nignt ;  then  they  went  out  with  spades  and  shovels  in  great  num- 
bers, young  and  old,  to  cast  down  this  fearful  bar,  but  aU  in  vain  ;  for  as  fast  as 
they  threw  down  at  low  water,  it  gathered  again  at  full  sea.  Then  the  people 
gave  it  over,  and  became  heartless,  thinking  our  sea  trade  and  salmon  fishing 
was  like  to  be  gone,  and  noble  Aberdeen  brought  to  destruction,  and  hastily 
advertised  the  haill  coast-side  south  and  north,  with  this  accident,  that  none  of 
their  vessels  should  approach  this  harbour.  But  while  they  are  at  the  pain  of 
despair,  the  Lord  of  His  great  mercy  removed  clean  away  this  bar,  and  the 
water  did  keep  its  own  course  as  before,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  people  of  Aber- 
deen, and  comfort  of  the  people  round  about.  But  this  bar  came  not  for  nought, 
but  was  a  token  of  great  troubles  to  fall  upon  both  Aberdeens  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  as  there  was  fearful  signs  by  water,  so  there  was  many  mon- 
strous high  winds  this  year,  no  good  token  more  than  the  rest." — SpiUding's 
History,  1624-1645,  Etiition  of  1830. 

tin  1661,  Gordon  in  his  survey  of  Aberdeen,  sm^s,  **Men  of  warre  and 
merchande  ships  of  great  size  and  burthen  must  ly  at  Torrie  in  the  verie  channel 
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Tlie  next  attempt  to  improve  the  navigation  channel  was 
made  in  1755,  by  carrying  out  Mr.  Smeaton's  plans  of  the 
North  Pier,  which  was  finished  in  1780.  Smeaton  recom- 
mended that  the  North  Pier  should  be  carried  1,400  feet 
seaward,  from  the  Sand-ness ;  but  only  1,200  feet  was  built, 
which,  along  with  the  inside  Jetty,  cost  about  £18,000.  By  the 
erection  of  this  Pier,  the  channel  of  the  river  was  narrowed, 
and  a  greater  scour  created ;  the  Bar  was  carried  much  farther 
seaward,  and  the  depth  of  water  on  it  increased  from  13  to  18 
feet,  at  high  tides.  The  inside  Jetty,  to  a  certain  extent,  pre- 
vented the  violent  in-nm  of  the  sea  in  easterly  gales,  and  the 
North  Pier  prevented  the  drifting  sand  from  filling  up  the 
improved  channel  entrance.  Several  small  Jettys  on  the  south 
side  were  erected,  but  they  were  found  to  be  no  improvement 
on  Smeaton's  plans. 

Inconvenience  still  being  felt  from  the  want  of  greater  depth, 
of  wat^r  on  the  Bar,  in  1810,  Mr.  Telford  was  consulted,  wlio, 
at  once  recemmended  a  further  extension  of  Smeaton's  North 
Ker,  and  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  Pier,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  channel  entrance.  Soon  after,  these  works  on  Telford's 
plans,  were  commenced,  and,  in  1816,  the  North  Pier  had  been 
extended  900  feet  seaward  from  Smeaton's  Pier  head,  and  about 
600  feet  of  the  south  breakwater.  This  extension  of  the  North 
Pier,  which  had  its  beneficial  etiects,  cost  about  £66,000.  The 
south  breakwater  having  been  erected  to  protect  the  North 
Pier  in  south-easterly  gales,  and  to  guard  the  interior,  or  en- 
trance channel,  had  also  its  beneficial  effects,  and  cost  "  more 
than  £14,000."  By  the  completion  of  these  works,  an  addi- 
tional depth  of  water  of  only  about  three  feet  was  obtained 
on  the  Bar,  and  the  depth,  for  nearly  the  past  50  years, 
has  remained  almost  stationary  at  about  21  feet  at  ordinary 
spring  tides. 

Up  to  the  year  1829,  harbour  improvements  were  chiefly 
confined  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  inner  Quay  walls,  but  as  the 
disastrous  flood  in  the  Dee,  in  August  of  that  year,  under- 
founded  considerable  portions  of  the  Quay  walls,  tne  Commis- 
sioners resolved  to  make  a  new  channel  for  the  river,  and  a 
spill-water  (?)  to  the  south  of  the  harbour,  by  which  operation 
a  large  area  of  ground  was  reclaimed  from  being  under  the 
influence  of  the  tide  formerly  called  the  Inche,  now  called  the 
Inches,  and  access  was  made  to  them  by  a  swing  bridge  thrown 

of  the  Dee.  Lesser  vessels  may  goe  up  to  Futtie,  or  by  the  help  of  the  tyde  at 
hi^  water  goe  up  to  the  Citie,  and  ly  closse  along  the  peer,  wher  they  either 
Ynuoade  the  goods  and  take  in  their  fraiights.''  At  p.  214 — **  Nor  dare  any  ven- 
tare  hot  expert  pillots,  who  can  gQyd<)  the  way— and  have  the  help  of  the  wind 
and  tyde." — Robertson's  Book  of  Ron- Accord. 
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across  the  harbour  from  Regent  Quay  at  the  bottom  of  Marischal 
Street* 

In  the  year  1838,  the  Commissioners  consulted  Mr.  James 
Walker,  (j,  E.,  of  London,  as  to  improvements  which  might  be 
effected  on  the  interior  parts  of  the  harbour.  Mr.  Walker 
recommended  that  the  upper  parts  of  it  should  be  converted 
into  a  wet  dock,  and  his  plans  differed  very  little  from  those 
proposed  by  Telford  in  1810.  On  this  report  and  plans  the 
Commissioners  prepared  a  bill  and  introduced  it  into  Parliament 
in  the  Session  of  1839,  but  owing  to  the  opposition  it  met  with 
from  merchants  and  shipowners,  it  was  thrown  out,  on  the 
ground  chiefly  that  the  area  proposed  to  be  occupied  for  dock 
purposes  would  greatlv  curtail  the  extent  of  the  tidal  harbour, 
and  add  seriously  to  the  already  too  heavily  burdened  funds  of 
the  trust,  without  ^ving  any  increased,  or  anything  hke  ade- 
quate accommodation  for  the  outlay.^ 

Again,  in  the  year  1840,  the  harbour  Commissioners  renewed 
their  application  to  Parliament,  and  were  successful  in  obtain- 
ing their  bill,  and  soon  after  they  commenced  operations  in 
building  the  dock  and  tide  locks,  the  former  being  350  feet  by 
60,  and  the  latter  80  feet  in  width,  with  two  swing  bridges  for 
carriages.  These  locks  were  finished  and  the  Dock  opened  in 
September  1848.  At  the  same  time  Provost  Blaikie's  Quay  was 
finished,  and  the  cross  Quay  wall  on  the  west  was  carried  about 
440  feet  southwards  from  Trinity  Quay,  in  a  direct  line  with 
east  side  of  Market  Street,  which  cut  on  a  large  extent  of  tidal 
water  ground  above  the  line  of  that  street,  the  greater  portion 
of  which  now  forms  the  goods  station  of  the  Caledonian  Railway. 

The  area  of  the  present  Victoria  Dock  is  28  acres,  7i  of  which 
fall  above  the  Marischal  Street  bridge.    The  wharfage  along 

*  "  This  draw  or  swins  bridge,  was  erected  in  1832,  and  coet  about  £6,000 ; 
and  it  leads  directly  to  the  banka  of  the  Dee,  and  to  a  fragment  of  a  gigantic 
oak  which  was  found  imbedded  in  the  river  near  to  where  it  now  Btanaa." — 
Kobertson's  Book  of  Bon- Accord. 

t  The  sums  expended  on  the  foUowing  works,  in  improving  the  interior  of 
the  harbour,  between  the  years  1810  and  1840,  are  as  follows  : — 

On  Waterloo  Quay, £10,000 


On  Regent  and  Trinity  Quays, 
On  Wharf  at  Lower  Basin  (Pocra), 
Wharf  on  Inches,  . 
New  Channel  for  the  Dee, 
Spill  Water  Channel  for  Do.  (?) 
Embanking  on  Inches,  . 
Marischal  otreet  Swing  Bridge, 

Total  on  Works,  . 
On  Dredging  Machines,  Boats,  &c., 

Total  Expenditure, 


26,471 
8,178 
2,091 

11,918 
6,800 

31,966 
6,000 


£102,424 
25,861 

£128,285 
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Waterloo  and  Re^nt  Quays,  is  2,120  feet  in  length,  that  of 
Provost  Blaikie's  Quay,  2,100  feet.  The  wharfage  in  all,  above 
Marischal  Street  bridge,  is  1,340  feet,  with  about  600  feet  on 
the  south  side,  along  which  there  are  some  shipbuilding  yards. 

The  extent  of  tidal  harbour,  inside  a  line  drawn  from  the 
point  of  the  lower  Jetty,  to  Point  Law,  excluding  the  tiow  old 
channel  of  the  Dee,  is  about  18  acres,  with  about  900  feet  of 
wharfage  at  Pocra-pier,  and  about  250  feet  of  a  wooden  pier  im- 
mediately outside  the  tide  lock  on  the  south  side.  Along  the 
north  side,  and  between  the  Dock  Gates  and  Pocra-jetty,  the 
principal  shipbuilding  yards  of  Footdee  have  a  water  &ontage 
of  about  1,000  feet 

The  depth  of  water  on  the  sill  of  the  tide  lock  has  been  for 
many  years,  about  21  feet,  at  ordinary  spring  tides.  The  depth 
of  water  inside  the  Dock  Gates  varies  very  considerably.  Along 
the  Quay  walls  above  Marischal  Street  bridge,  the  depth  of 
water,  on  an  average,  does  not  exceed  12  feet,  and  from  the 
constant  inflow  of  sewage  matter  by  the  Denbum,  that  depth 
of  water  will  not  long  continue. 

In  the  year  1868,  application  was  made  to  Parliament  for 
powers  to  carry  out  further  improvements  on  the  navigation 
channel  of  the  Dee,  on  plans  revised  by  Messrs.  Hawkshaw  and 
Abemethy,  of  London,  who  recommended  a  further  extension 
of  the  North  Pier,  the  erection  of  a  new  breakwater  on  the 
south  of  the  entrance  channel,  and  a  new  course  for  the  Dee, 
from  Torry-pool  up  to  the  Craiglug  bridge.  In  1869,  operations 
were  commenced  for  the  diversion  of  the  river,  and  building 
the  south  breakwater,  and  in  December  1872,  the  Dee  was 
flowing  through  its  new  channaL  About  two-thirds,  790  lineal 
feet,  out  of  1,200  of  the  south  breakwater,  has  been  built,  the 
**  Skate's  Nose  "  has  been  removed,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  Telford's  breakwater.  The  new  south  breakwater  Pier  is 
built  of  large  concrete  blocks  composed  of  two  parts  rough 
gravel,  and  one  part  cement,  and  it  starts  from  the  rocky  shore 
of  the  Grey-hope,  on  the  larboard  or  port  side  of  the  harbour 
entrance,  and  is  intended  for  its  portection  in  south-easterly 
gales. 

Under  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  1868,  and  a  supplementary 
Act  obtained  in  1872,  the  harbour  Commissioners  were  em- 
powered to  borrow  £300,000,  for  carrjring  out  these  improve- 
ments, and  up  to  the  latter  part  of  1872,  about  £130,000  had 
been  expended.  The  contract  price  of  the  new  channel  for  the 
Dee,  was  £51,585,  and  during  the  year  1872,  £15,375,  had  been 
expended  in  dredging  gravel,  silt,  and  mud  deposited  in  the 
harbour,  and  its  entrance  channel,  by  the  river  and  sewers. 
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Plans  have  been  promulgated  for  utilizing  the  recently  re- 
claimed ground  between  the  old  and  new  channels  of  the  Dee, 
below  the  line  of  Market  Street,  and  a  temporary  wooden  bridge 
has  been  erected  across  the  old  channel  ol  the  river,  in  the  line 
of  that  street,  to  give  access  to  this  newlv  acquired  territory. 
The  new  ground  below  the  line  of  Market  Street  is  in  course  of 
being  laicfout  for  herring-curing  yards,  shipbuilding,  &c.  The 
lower  part  of  the  old  channel  of  the  river  is  being  partly  lined 
with  wooden  piers,  for  accommodating  herring  boats  during  the 
fishing  season ;  but  plans  of  permanent  Wharves,  or  Quays,  and 
a  graving  or  dry-dock,  which  has  been  long  contemplated,  do 
not  yet  appear  to  be  fully  matured. 

The  extension  of  the  North  Pier  has  not  been  commenced, 
and  about  one-third  of  the  whole  length,  and  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  south  breakwater,  has  yet  to  be  built.  A  consider- 
able portion  of  the  old,  or  Telford's  breakwater  still  remains, 
and  most  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  Inches,  opposite  the  Foot- 
dee  shipbuilding  yards,  have  to  be  removed. 

The  total  sum  expended  on  harbour  improvements,  and 
contingent  expenses,  from  the  date  of  the  narbour  Act  of 
1810,  up  to  September  1872,  amounts  to  £1,509,638,  5s.  IIJA, 
and  the  debt  aflecting  the  trust  at  present,  amounts  to 
£324,612,  4s.  3d. 

The  Harbour  Revenue  for  the  year  ending 

30th  September  1871,  was  .  .       £31,571    0    9 

Revenue  from  the  Oreyhope  Salmon  FiBhings,  721    2    8 

Total £32,292    3    5 

The  Harbour  Revenue  for  the  year  ending 

30th  September  1872,  was  .        .  £32,642  18    6 

Revenue  from  the  Oreyhope  and  Midchingle 

Salmon  Fishings,  .        .        .        .  5,122    8    4 

Total, £37,765    6  10 


Note. — ^The  Midchingle  Salmon  Fishings  were  purchased  by  the  Harbour  Com- 
missioners in  1872,  for  the  sum  of  £30,^)0,  thereby  increasing  their  Revenue  on 
this  branch,  to  the  extent  of  £4,401,  5s.  8d.  in  1872,  over  that  of  1871. 

TONNAGE  OF  VESSELS  BELONGING  TO  THE  PORT. 
In  1810,  there  were  150  Vessels  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  17, 131  tons. 
1821,  „  222  „  „  „  34,235    „ 

1831,         „         209  „  „  „  30,460    „ 

1841,  „         218  „  „  „  38,979    „ 

1851,  „  ...  „  „  „  50,986    „ 

1861,  „  ...  „  „  „  74,232    „ 

lo71|  tf  ...  ti  fi  tf  99,936    ,, 

The  gross  tonnage  of  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Port  in  1872,  was  100,279  tons. 

In  the  year  1872,  there  were  17  vessels  built  at  the  Port  of 
a  gross  tonnage  of  11,449  tons.    Of  these  nine  were  built  of 
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iron,  having  a  gross  tonnage  of  8,753  tons,  and  eight  built  of 
wood,  of  a  gross  tonnage  of  2,696  tons,  and  of  these  17  vessels, 
10  were  screw  steamers,  and  seven  were  sailing  vessels. 

The  hiurbour  revenue,  1811  to  1871,  seven  decades,  is  as 
follows : — 

In  1811,  it  amonnted  to    £7,214  11    8 
1821,  „  9,160  11    9 

1831,  „  12,238  13    7 

1841,  „  18,657    7  10 

1851,  „  20,189  12    6 

1861,  „  28,436    8    7 

1871,  „  32,292    3    6 

Hie  groes  revenue  in  1872,  amounted  to  £37,765,  6s.  lOd. 

Sewerage. 

Within  the  past  five  years  the  sum  of  £62,695,  2s.  3^4  has 
been  expended  on  the  purchase  of  old,  and  the  construction  of 
new  sewers  within  the  City,  and  extended  municipal  boundary. 
The  revenue  derived  therefrom  by  an  equal  rate  of  5d.  per 
pound,  levied  on  owners,  and  5d.  per  pound  on  occupiers, 
amounted  to  £7,606,  7s.,  and  the  expenditure,  including  a 
payment  of  £2,316,  12s,  Id.,  to  the  sinking  fund  in  reduction 
of 'debt,  amounted  to  £7,627,  3s.  8d.,  which  leaves  a  deficiency 
of  £20,  16s.  SA,  standing  against  next  year's  account. 

The  facilities  for  the  eflScient  sewerage  of  the  City  of  Aber- 
deen are  very  great ;  but  the  sewers  have  been  so  laid  as  to 
make  it  a  very  complicated  affair.  Instead  of  the  main  sewers 
being  laid  in  a  position  to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  out- 
falls, they  have  been  laid  out  in  zoneSy  almost  on  dead  level 
intercepting  sewers,  with  reversible  outfalls.  Recently  we 
were  told  by  authority,  which  need  not  be  called  in  question, 
that  the  highest  main  sewer  is  laid  about  57  feet  above  low 
water  mark,  spring  tides,  and  that  it  would  drain  a  district 
containing  20,000  inhabitants.  The  second  main  sewer  is  laid 
at  a  height  of  about  41  feet  above  sea  level,  and  it  would  drain 
a  district  containing  24,000  inhabitants.  The  third  main  sewer 
will  intercept  the  sewage  of  about  31,000  inhabitants,  and  it 
will  discharge  its  contents  at  Abercrombie's  Jetty,  in  the  navi- 
gation channel  of  the  Dee,  a  few  feet  below  high  water  mark ; 
and  the  fourth,  or  lowest  level  sewer,  will  intercept  the  sewage 
of  about  6,000  inhabitants,  which  has  to  be  pumped  up  and 
discharged,  also  at  Abercrombie's  Jetty. 

Last  year,  it  was  proposed  to  carry  tne  sewage  of  the  highest 
level  main  sewer,  No.  1,  by  gravitation,  along  the  King  Street 
road,  and  the  New  Bridge  of  Don  (42  feet),  and  on  to  certainly 
not  more  than  60  cuyres  of  worthless  drift  sandhills,  on  the  sea 
shore  of  the  lands  of  Murcar,  and  into  the  mill  dam  of  the  Don 
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Mills,  higher  than  which  it  will  not  rise.  The  present  outfall 
of  this  sewer  is  by  the  Denbum  and  into  the  Dock;  or  tidal 
water  of  the  Dee. 

The  outfall  of  sewer  No.  2,  is  by  Loch  Street,  Mounthooly, 
and  the  Lepers  Croft,  to  the  Spital,  to  which  the  sewage  is 
carried  by  an  expensive  tunnel,  and,  when  not  wanted  there  for 
the  purpose  of  urigating  about  50  acres  of  land,  it  falls  back 
into  the  magazine  sewer  of  Loch  Street  and  others. 

Sewer  No.  3,  has  its  outfall  at  Abercrombie's  Jetty,  which  is 
under  the  influence  of  the  tide,  conseauently  it  lias  only  an 
intermittent  flow ;  and  the  sewage  of  No.  4,  has  at  present  no 
outlet,  but  we  are  informed  that  it  "  is  intended  to  be  pumped 
to  the  mam  sewer  (J)  that  it  may  be  discharffed  at  Aber- 
crombie's Jetty."  Tne  pumping  machinery  for  this  sewer  has 
been  kept  in  store  for  some  tima 

At  present  it  is  not  our  duty  to  point  out  the  evils  arising 
out  of  such  a  complicated  system  of  sewerage,  further  than  to 
say,  that  the  principles  and  details  of  procewedure  for  securing 
freedom  fix)m  local  accumulations  of  sewage  in  the  sewers,  and 
consequently  noxious  passes,  have  been  most  certainly  over- 
looked in  the  construction  of  the  Aberdeen  sewers,  which  have 
been  made  subservient  to  other  objects  in  view,  which  have  not 
been,  and  cannot  be  carried  out,  wnile  the  evil  is  accumulating, 
and  abiding,  the  authorities  are  talkincf,  and  men  are  ackemiiuf, 
and  may  do  so  until  circumstances  brmg  their  obvious  defects 
of  structure  into  too  prominent  notice. 

Corporate,  and  incorporate  bodies  of  men  are  often  slow  to 
learn  the  extent  to  which  proper  sanitary  regulations  bear  upon 
the  preventibility  of  disease,  therfore,  without  such  knowledge, 
or  conviction,  and  without  properly  designed  and  well  regulated 
sewers,  no  sanitary  improvement  worthy  of  a  name,  can  be  car- 
ried out  in  the  midst  of  a  densely  populated  town. 

Without  doubt,  the  first  of  all  sanitary  improvements  which 
ought  to  be  carried  out  in  every  town  and  populous  place,  is 
that  of  introducing  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water  to  the 
inhabitants,  even  though  some  of  those  who  are  meant  to  con- 
sume it  should  prefer  stronger,  and  less  innocent  liquids.  The 
next  is  that  of  wash-houses  and  baths,  and  it  may  be,  after  these 
have  been  built,  that  the  people  do  not  choose  to  use  them. 
Then,  the  atmosphere  may  be  purified  of  smoke  and  other 
artificially  gendered  vapours,  and  it  often  happens  that  people 
wont  let  pure  air  enter  their  houses.  But  the  sewerage  of  a 
town,  and  the  necessary  sanitary  arrangements  connected  with 
the  regulation  and  disposal  of  the  sewage,  belong  to  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  see  the  sanitary  laws  of  the  country  carried  into 
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effect,  and  not  allow  any  one  to  suffer  from  the  inevitable  effects 
arising  out  of  cesspool  drainage,  ill  ventilated  sewers,  and  un- 
trapp^  house  drains,  the  work  of  men's  hands,  who  ought  to 
know  that  about  nine-tenths  of  the  epidemical  calamitiQS  which 
have  arisen  among  the  inhabitants  of  large  towns,  have  origi- 
nated in  defective,  or  what  may  be  called  deposit  sewers,  such 
as  we  have. 

The  sewerage  works  of  Aberdeen  have  been  carried  out  in 
fragmentary  sections,  apparently  under  no  proper  guiding 
constructive  principle,  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  and  incomplete 
shape,  the  expense  of  which  is  not  yet  known,  and,  witnout 
tabng  into  account  the  cost  of  concocting  the  hybrid  scheme, 
which  was  propounded  in  1872,  for  altering  and  amending  the 
various  proposals  which  have  been  made  within  the  last  few 
years  for  utilizing  the  sewage. 

In  March,  last  year,  the  authorities  proposed  purchasing 
about  400  acres  of  the  lands  of  Balgownie,  which  lie  imme- 
diately to  the  north  of  the  Bridge  of  Don,  and  between  the  Ellon 
turnpike,  and  the  sea,  fully  300  acres  of  which  stand  far  higher 
than  the  Union  Terrace  sewer.  No.  1,  the  remainder  only  con- 
sisting of  a  small  hollow  below  the  Don  Mill's  dam,  the  houses 
and  ^rdens  of  the  Preventive  Coast  Guard  Station,  and  the  sea 
marrin  of  worthless  sand  hills  before  mentioned,  lying  below  its 
level;  yet  with  such  facts  as  to  levels,  the  authorities  state  in 
their  report,  that  the  seiuage  of  this  sewer,  "  according  to  usual 
calculations  would  irrigate,"  by  gravitation,  "  about  200  acres 
of  land,"  at  a  cost  of  £18,950. 

DETAILS  OF  ESTIMATE. 
For  Built  Culvert,  Sjrphon-pipe,  and  Double  Sewer,      .  £9,950 

For  completing  Union  Terrace  Sewer, 3,000 

Cost  of  levelling  and  laying  out  the  land,  200  acres,  at  £30 

an  acre, 6,000 

Total. £18.950 

The  proposal  to  utilize  the  sewage  of  Aberdeen,  on  the  Links 
and  lands  of  Murcar,  is  not  a  new  one ;  but  certainly  this  is 
the  first  time  that  we  have  heard  that  it  could  be  applied  by 
gi'fivitation,  to  much  less  than  the  half  of  200  acres,  and  that 
only  on  the  most  worthless  sand  and  benty  hillocks  along  the 
sea  shore. 

Gas. 

A  Gas  Light  Company  was  first  established  in  Aberdeen  in 
1S24,  for  the  manufacture  of  gas  from  oil,  and  for  about  four 
years  thereafter  the  Company  sold  gas,  at  from  £2  to  £2  10s.  per 
1,000  cubic  feet ;  but,  owing  to  the  nigh  price  of  oil,  and  limited 
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(lemainl,  it  turned  out  an  unprofitable  speculation.  In  tlie 
year  1 828,  the  Company  abandoned  the  manufacture  of  oil  gas^ 
and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  gas  from  coal,  for  which 
they  clmrged  15s.  per  1,000  cubic  feet.     At  this  time  the  Com- 

t)any  had  to  pay  15s.  to  £1  8s.  per  ton,  for  the  best  parrot  coal, 
)ut  in  1836,  and  owing  to  a  scarcity  of  that  kind  of  coal,  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  obtaining  supplies  from  Lancashire, 
which  cost  them  for  a  time  about  £1  16s.  per  ton,  and  the  price 
per  1,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  ranged  about  10s.  In  1840,  the 
length  of  gas  mains  belonging  to  the  Company  was  about  50 
miles,  averaging  from  two  to  12  inches  in  diameter,  and  they 
extended  to  the  Old  Town,  Woodside,  and  Stoneywood,  on  the 
north,  and  to  Rubislaw,  and  the  Bridge  of  Dee  on  the  south. 
The  gas  holder  power  belonging  to  the  Company  at  this  time 
amounted  to  about  154,000  cubic  feet,  and  the  gross  annual 
consumpt  to  about  25,000,000  cubic  feet.* 

The  old  gas  works  were  conveniently,  though  perhaps  not 
very  desirably,  situated  between  the  top  of  the  harbour  and 
lower  Dee  Street,  and  were  well  arranged  substantial  buildings. 
The  qualitv  of  the  gas  produced  was  equal,  if  not  sujierior  to 
that  manumctured  at  any  other  gas  work  in  the  country.  As  a 
joint  stock  speculation,  the  Company  were  so  successful,  that  in 
the  year  1840,  a  new  Company  was  formed,  and  they  erected 
their  works  on  the  Sandilands,  in  a  very  convenient  situation, 
and,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  more  desirable  to  the  com- 
munity. But  after  a  few  years  experience  in  opposition,  the  two 
Companies  amalgamated,  and  soon  after  they  gradually  removed 
to  the  new  Company's  premises  at  the  Sandilands,  and  sold 
their  old  premises  and  ground  to  the  Scottish  North  Eastern 
Railway  (Jompany.  Up  to  1871,  the  united  Gas  Company 
continued  to  manufacture  and  supply  gas  to  the  public  at  the 
reasonable  rate  of  about  5s.  per  1,000  cubic  feet,  until  the  local 
authorities  obtained  powers,  under  the  New  Municipality 
Extension  Act,  to  acqiure  the  eas  works  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community,  for  which  they  haa  to  pay  the  gas  light  Company 
the  foUowmg  sums  according  to  valuation,  viz  : — 

For  Fixed  Plant, £113,964    9    3 

For  Moveable  Plant, 1,94S    0    8 

For  Parliamentary  Expenses,     .        .        .  5,828  12    4 

Total,      ....      £121,741     2    3 

Less,  Cash  in  hand,  and  Accounts  due  for  Gas,         931  18    6 

Total,      ....      £120,809    3  10 

Due  to  bankers  on  2nd  January,  1873,       .  £5,313    2    7 

*  Or  a  daily  consumpt  of  68,500  cubic  feet,  not  equal  to  half  the  holder 
power  belonging  to  the  Company  at  the  time. 
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During  the  past  year,  the  greatest  daily  consumpt  of  gas 
aniounted  to  950,000*  cubic  feet,  and  the  average  daily  manumc- 
ture  to  880,000  cubic  feet.  The  aggregate  capacity  of  holder 
[jower  amounted  to  only  720,000  cubic  feet,  which  left  a 
<leticiency  of  160,000  cubic  feet,  between  the  manufacture  and 
the  holder  power,  and  a  very  great  deficiency  of  gas  for  supply- 
in^he  wicle  district  throughout  which  the  mains  are  laid!. 

xhe  present  price  of  gas  is,  and  has  been  for  several  years, 
alK)ut  5s.  per  1,000  cubic  feet,  to  ordinary  consumers ;  but  from 
the  want  of  holder  power,  and  consequently  pressure,  the 
illuminating  power  of  the  gas  is  low,  while  the  puhlic  lamps  in 
many  of  the  streets  are  badly  placed,  and  the  burners  used  in 
them  throw  out  the  smallest  amount  of  radiating  Ught  possible. 
Tlie  streets  altogether  are  but  dimly  Ughted. 

Streets. 

Most  of  the  princij)al  thoroughfares  within  the  municipal 
Ixnmdary  are  paved  with  an  inferior  quality  of  granite  cause- 
way blocks  mostly  of  a  large  size  (5"  x  4"),  and  generally  the 
f<x)t  ways  are  laid  with  roughly  jointed  granite  slahs,  which  are 
now  worn  smooth  and  rounded,  and  present  a  most  disagree- 
ahle  surface.  Some  of  the  older  streets,  such  as  Loch  Street, 
the  Netherkirkgate,  the  Shiprow,  Frederick  Street,  Park  Street, 
Marywell  Street,  and  portions  of  other  streets,  are  paved  with 
nihtle  causeway  of  a  very  primitive  description,  while  the 
Macadamised  thoroughfares  of  the  Windmill-brae,  and  the 
Hiuxlgate,  Summer  Street,  the  Leadside  roads,  Gilcomston,  and 
those  of  Broadford,  and  Causewayend,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town,  with  the  Clayhilk  and  Palmerston  roads,  on  the  south, 
are  kept  in  the  worst  possible  state  of  repair. 

The  whole  of  Market  Street,  and  portions  of  Union  Street, 
and  of  St  Nicholas  Street,  have  been  laid,  or  paved,  with 
catiseway  blocks  of  a  superior  description,  about  (7''  X  3"). 
The  foot  ways  of  Union  Bridge,  and  some  of  those  opposite  to 
a  Utw  public  and  private  buildings  in  Union  Street,  have  been 
laid,  orrelaid,  with  close  jointed  granite  slabs  of  a  better  quality 
and  workmanship  whicn  only  present  too  great  a  contrast  to 
the  old  boulder  pavements  whicn  exist  everywhere  throughout 
the  town. 

The  only  bridge  wortliy  of  notice  in  the  City,  is  that  which 
wjLs  built  in  the  line  of  Union  Street,  across  the  l)enl)urn  valley, 
nnrler  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  was  obtained  in  1800. 
Cnion  B^i(lg(^  as  it  is  called,  consists  of  one  oi>en  arch  of  132 
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feet  span,  considerably  less  than  a  semi-circle,  with  three  blind 
arches,  one  on  the  west  and  two  on  the  east  The  top  of  the 
parapets  is  62  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground  below,  and 
they  stand  upon  a  cornice,  base  course  bamistrade,  and  cope, 
with  centre  and  abutment  pediments. 

The  carriage  way  of  the  bridge  is  21  feet  wide,  with  foot 
ways  on  each  side  of  about  eight  feet,  and  retiun  wing-walls, 
which  widen  out  to  70  feet,  being  the  whole  width  of  the  street 
On  the  faces  of  the  abutment  walls  of  the  main  arch,  there  are 
four  tall  circular  recessed  niches,  which,  along  with  the  parapets 
and  pediments,  are  all  closely  pick-dressed  masonry.  The 
faces  and  wing-walls  of  the  arch,  and  the  arch  stones,  which 
have  a  dressed  ring,  is  of  that  style  of  masonry  known  as  bevel 
drafted  and  scabble  faced.  The  whole  structure  is  composed 
of  native  granite ;  but  judging  from  the  many  cracks  ana  drys 
which  now  appear  in  some  of  the  principal  stones,  it  has  not 
been  of  the  best  quality,  at  least  not  so  good  as  that  which  can 
now  be  got 

The  cost  of  building  Union  Bridge  is  said  to  have  been  be- 
tween £12,000  and  £13,000,  and  built  from  a  desi^  by  Telford, 
which  was  selected  from  others,  and  after  foundations  had  been 
laid  for  one  of  three  arches. 

Union  Bridge  was  finished  in  1803,  and  on  it,  along  with  the 
bridges  over  tne  Correction  Wynd,  and  Putachie-side,*  and  in 
purcnasing  property  for  opening  up  Union  Street,  St  Nicholas 
Street,  and  King  Street,  the  corporation  spent  upwards  of 
£100,000  stg.,  which  for  a  time  paralized  the  city  treasury  ;  but, 
although  the  cost  of  these  improvements  proved  ruinous  to  the 
corporation  funds,  they  tended  to  extend  and  improve  the 
town,  and  have  contributed  much  to  the  health  of  the  place, 
and  to  the  prosperity  of  its  inhabitants. 

Bridge  of  Dee, — This  bridge  was  founded  about  the  year  1500, 
by  Bishop  William  Elphinstone,  who  died  in  1514,  before  it  was 
completed.  Bishop  Gordon,  his  successor,  did  nothing  to  com- 
plete it ;  but  on  his  death  in  1518,  his  successor.  Bishop  Gavin 
Dunbar,  set  the  work  a^ing  and  finished  the  bridge  m  1527. 
Thus,  then,  at  last,  was  this  munificent  ecclesiastical  undertaking 
finished,  with  the  means  left  by  its  founder,  and  the  imtiring 
exertions  of  Bishop  Gavin  Dunbar. 

Two  years  after  the  bridge  was  built,  Bishop  Dunbar  inti- 
mated to  the  Provost  and  Council,  that  he  was  to  ^ve  the 
"  lands  of  Ardlair "  for  upholding  the  bridge,  it  "  being  now 
founded,  bigged  and  ended."     In  the  year  1529,  or  about  that 

*fioth  these  bridges  were  originally  built  and  extend  the  whole  width  of  the 
street. 
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time,  the  Town  Council  granted  a  bond  to  the  Bishop,  sealed 
with  the  commom  seal  of  the  burgh,  undertaking  to  "  uphold 
the  bridee,  and,  if  need  be,  to  rebuild  it  from  the  money  and 
profits  of  Ardlair,  which  are  to  be  applied  to  that  purpose,  and 
to  no  other  use  ; "  and,  if  possible,  to  strengthen  that  bond  still 
more,  "  the  Provost  and  Baillies  and  Council  swore  in  judgment 
the  great  bodily  oath,  touching  the  crucifix,  to  apply  same 
accordingly." 

There  is,  we  believe,  no  record  of  the  cost  of  building  this 
bridge,  which  consists  of  seven  semi-circular  ribbed  arches,  each 
bein^  about  50  feet  span.  Originally  the  bridge  was  only  about 
161  feet  wide  over  parapets,  and  built  of  Morayshire  freestone, 
with  a  chapel  at  a  little  distance  fi*om  the  north  end  of  it,  called 
the  "  Ladv  s  Chapel  of  the  Bridge,"  and  an  elegant  j^rch.  at  the 
south  cna,  built  of  the  same  description  of  dressea  stona 

On  the  piers  of  the  bridge,  the  arms  of  Bishop  Elphinstone 
appear  twice,  those  of  Bishop  Dunbar,  eight  times,  with  two 
Litin  inscriptions  in  black  letter,  one  of  them  bearing  date  1520, 
and  the  other  1525. 

About  the  year  1592,  the  lands  of  Ardlair  were  disposed  of 
to  John  Leslie,  of  Balquhain,  for  the  sum  of  4,000  merks= 
£222  3s.  4d.,  and,  in  1610,  the  lands  of  Cooperston  were  pur- 
chased and  mortified  in  lieu  of  Ardlair,  for  tne  support  otthe 
fabria  About  this  time,  however,  the  bridge  haa  fallen  into 
(lecay^  so  much  so,  according  to  Kennedy,  "  that  early  in  the 
last  century,  it  became  necessary  to  bulla  the  greatest  part  of 
it,  particularly  the  arches  and  superstructure."  But  not  much 
am>ears  to  have  been  done  in  the  matter  till  1718-19  and  21, 
during  which  years  the  Council  seem  to  have  expended  con- 
siderable sums  of  money  in  the  purchase  of  freestone  from  Elgin, 
and  of  timber  from  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  for  making  centres  for 
the  arches,  and  for  building  boats  for  dropping  stones  into  the 
river  around  the  piers,  to  preserve  them  from  the  effects  of  the 
currents.  These  repairs  being  made  on  the  arches  and  super- 
structure of  the  bridge,  and  in  protecting  the  piers,  nothing 
further  appears  to  have  been  done,  or  required,  till  1773,  when 
the  Town  Council  ordered  the  porch,  or  port,  at  the  south  end 
of  the  bridge  to  be  removed,  and  the  approach  at  the  north  end 
to  be  widened,  which  at  this  time  turned  very  abruptly  to  the 
east  towards  the  City  by  the  Hardgate.  About  the  year  1692, 
on  the  Hardgate  and  Pitmuxton  road,  a  neat  stone  bridge  of 
three  smaU  arches  had  been  built  over  the  bum  of  Ruthrieston. 
This  bridge  was  built  out  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee  fund,  and  is 
composed  of  neatly  tooled  granite,  having  on  the  middle  piers 
the  arms  of  Bbhop  Elphistone,  and  theCity,  carved  on  freestone. 
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But  time,  and  deiJorable  neglect,  have  left  tliis  liandsomc 
specimen  of  bridge  architecture  in  a  very  delapidated  state. 

On  the  opening  up  of  the  Union  Place  and  Holbum  Street 
road,  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  which  was  made  in  1796  with  the  com- 
mutation road  funds  of  the  district,  and  only  became  turnpike 
when  the  Magistrates  failed  to  keep  it  in  repair ;  the  increase 
of  traffic  on  this  road  by  the  Bridge  of  Dee  to  the  south,  became 
so  ffreat,  that,  in  the  year  1840,  the  Magistrates  resolved  ui)on 


ways 

the  foundation  stone  of  this  addition  was  laid,  by  the  late 
Provost,  Sir  Thomas  Blaikie,  and  in  the  following  year  the 
work  was  finished,  at  a  cost  of  £7,250.  This  addition  was  made 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  original  design  oi  the  structure, 
but  the  parapet  walls  are  too  low  to  be  either  symmetrical  or 
safe. 

The  revenue  from  the  remains  of  Ardlair  now  amount  to 
X114,  Os.  llA,  and  the  debt  standing  against  the  bridge  in  1872 
amounted  to  £1,963,  12s.  5 A 

The  funds  belonging  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  we  find,  were 
taxed  for  building  the  Auld  Bow  Bridge  over  the  Denburn. 
In  the  Council  Register,  Vol.  XL,  page  458,  there  is  the  follow- 
ing entry,  "  Ye  haiU  toune  being  convenit  wt  in  ye  Tolbuith 
thot  neidfull  and  expedient  to  big  ane  brig  upon  ye  den-bume 
at  ye  sout  wast  entre  to  ye  toune  on  thi  wy  ynto  fra  ye  brig  of 
Dee,  and  ordanis  master  Robert  Lumisden,  master  of  wark  of 
the  brig  of  Dee  to  big  ye  said  brig  of  hva  howie  suflScientlie  wt 
stone  and  lyme  wt  ye  roddiest  of  ye  money  that  he  gets  of  the 
mailis  of  Ardlair."  This  order  l)ears  date  2nd  January  1566, 
but  at  another  "  head  court"  held  on  7th  October  1586,  "  the 
hail  toune  consentit "  that  "  another  how  hng  be  biggit  and 
erectit,"  which  was  also  found  too  small,  as,  "  efter  great  rajTie 
being  in  spat  brak  out  aft,  and  diverse  tymes  wantand  passage 
towards  the  eist."  This  bridge  also  did  not  stand  long,  as  we 
find  that,  in  November  1609,  the  Magistrates  entered  into 
a  contract  with  Andro  Jamesone,  massone,  to  build  another 
bridge  ''hxtvxind  twa  boww"  which  was  to  cost  250  merks.  This 
bridge,  No.  3,  turned  out  to  bo  too  small  for  the  spat  which 
often  swelled  the  Denburn,  as  we  find,  by  an  order  or  mi»ute 
of  Council  of  date  24th  October  1746,  that  the  two  arches  should 
be  removed,  as  there  was  not  suflicient  room  to  contain  the 
water.  "  Many  houses  in  the  Green  were  rendered  uninhabit- 
able, besides  a  great  loss  to  the  public  good  of  the  burgh,  and 
a  great  hindrance  to  the  south  post  and  other  travellers."     In 
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the  following  year,  1747,  the  Magistrates  and  Council  had  be- 
fore them  a  petition  from  proprietors  and  tenants  in  the  Green, 
praying  them  to  consider  tne  necessity  of  building  a  Tiew  bridge, 
and,  having  plans  before  them,  they  selected  that  of  "  John 
Jeans,  masson,"  which  thejr  agreed  to  execute ;  but,  as  they  had 
no  funds  for  the  purpose,  it  was  ordered  to  be  built  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Bridge  of  Dee  fund.  This  No.  4  bridge  consisted 
of  only  one  arch,  and  it  was  built  of  dressed  granite,  "  with 
parapets  and  small  tapering  obeUsks  on  the  centre  of  the  arch, 
and  a  loupin-on-stane  at  tne  west  end  for  the  accommodation 
of  old  men  and  women  going  to  horse,  wliich  is  a  very  useful 
and  comely  thin^f."  Gradually  the  once  pure  water  of  the  Den- 
bum  became  sadly  polluted,  and  latterly  the  Commissioners  of 
Police  voted  it  a  nuisaTice,  and  ordered  the  lower  part  of  its 
course,  that  is,  from  Union  Bridge  to  the  harbour,  to  be  covered 
up ;  and,  in  1850,  a  committee  of  the  Town  Council  ordered  the 
liow  Brig  to  be  removed,  and  its  bones  stored  away.  These 
improvements  were  carried  into  effect  in  1851 ;  but  tliis  some- 
what wilful  stream,  not  apparently  content  wdth  its  confined 
channel,  pays  periodical  visits  to  its  old  courses  in  the  "  Green 
Quarter,"  wnere  it  does  no  good  to  the  inhabitants,  and  less  to 
tiie  burgk 

Bridge  of  Don, — The  "  Auld  Brig  o*  Balgownie  "  is  said  to 
have  been  built  by  Bishop  Cheyne,  about  the  year  1320,  out 
of  the  rents  of  his  bishopnck,  wnich  had  accumulated  during 
his  temporary  exile  in  England,  to  which  he  was  compelled 
to  flee  for  having  espoused  the  cause  of  his  uncle,  John  Comyn, 
Earl  of  Buchan,  who  was  killed  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  at 
Dumfries,  in  1305. 

The  king,  it  is  said,  afterwards  became  reconciled  to  the 
bishop,  and  allowed  him  to  return,  when,  in  proof  of  his  grati- 
tude, and  with  the  concurrence  of  his  sovereign,  he  built  this 
bridge.  It  consists  of  one  Gothic  arch  of  67  leet  span,  and  is 
34  J  feet  high,  from  the  dark  deep  pool  below  to  the  apex  of  the 
arch.  Hector  Boece,  states  that,  when  Bishop  Henry  Cheyne 
was  restore<l  to  his  see.  King  Robert  Bruce  ordered  the  accu- 
mulated revenues  to  be  spent  on  the  restoration  of  the  church. 
In  the  Deed  of  Mortification  made  in  1605,  by  Sir  Alexander 
Ilay,  to  the  Maristrates  of  Aberdeen,  it  is  stated  that  the  Briff 
of  Don  was  bunt  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  "  at  his  orders  and 
expense."  The  parson  of  Ilothiemay,  in  his  description  of  Old 
Aberdeen  (1061),  says,  "  The  most  commone  and  most  pr()l)able 
rrjK)rte  is,  that  the  renowned  Prince  Robert  Bruise,  King  of 
Scotland,"  buih  this  bridge,  "  which  is  lyke  to  be  true/'  out  of 
the  seijucstrated  revenues  of  Bishop  Cfieync's  see.     Kennedy 
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also  says  tliat  it  was  built  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  which,  so  far 
corroborates  the  view  taken  by  Sir  Alexander  Hay.  The 
earliest  notice  of  this  bridge  in  the  Town  Council  Register,  VoL 
v.,  is  at  a  meeting  of  Council,  September  1443,  when  it  was 
resolved  to  give  the  admission  dues  of  a  Burgess  of  Guild  to 
the  procurator  of  the  bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  it. 
Next  we  iind  in  1560  and  1662,  at  the  reformation,  that  the 
ornaments  of  the  "  parroche  kirk  "  were  sold,  and  part  of  the 
funds  "  apnlvit "  upon  the  restoration  of  the  "  pier  or  keyheid 
of  the  said  bur^ht,"  and  in  repairing  the  "  Brig  o'  Done."  In 
1587,  the  inhabitants  resolved  to  tax  themselves  to  the  extent 
of  foxji^r  hundred  merks  for  the  repair  of  the  bridge ;  and  18 
years  later,  David  Menzies,  Provost,  explained, "  quhow  that  the 
Brig  of  Done  is  decaying  and  becum  ruynous,"  and  must  "  fail! 
in  schort  space,  gif  tymouslie  it  be  nocnt  bettit  and  reparit" 
The  Provost  also  pointed  out  the  loss  and  inconvenience  it 
would  be  to  the  Caty,  "  in  cace  the  said  brig  fall,  the  same 
being  the  most  special  brig  and  passage  to  this  toun,"  out  of 
Buchan  and  "  vtner  pairtis  thereabouts."  The  Council  also 
had  "  causit  certaine  craftsmen  and  vtheris  visit  and  sicht  the 
^ame,"  who  reported  that  it  would  require  "five  thousand 
merks  "  to  repair  the  bridge.  Voluntary  contributions  were 
asked  from  every  parish  within  the  diocese,  and  the  ministers 
promised  to  obtain  such.  The  Provost  also  proposed  to  the 
"  towne  convenit "  to  stent  themselves  the  sum  oi  £500 ;  but 
neitlier  the  amount  of  this  stent,  nor  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions appear  to  have  been  realized,  as  we  find*  "  the  haill  toun, 
Bureess  of  Gild,  craftismen,  and  inhabitants  of  this  burght" 
resolved  "  to  disburding  thame  of  the  taxatioun  of  £500," 
appropriated  the  sum  of  800  merks  (which  was  contributed  by 
the  inhabitants,  "to  the  help  and  support  of  the  towne  of 
Geneva),"  and,  "  bestowit,  want,  and  employit  vpoun  the  help 
and  support  of  the  repairing  of  the  Brig  of  Done,"  and,  "  to 
vther  golilie  vses,"  seeing,  "  praisit  be  God,  the  said  toune  of 
Geneva  hes  nocht  a  present  necessitie  thereof." 

In  1605,  the  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  City  became 
administrators  of  a  fund  which  was  left  by  Sir  Alexander  Hay, 
for  keeping  in  repair  the  Bridge  of  Don.  By  this  Deed  of 
Mortitication,f  there  was  left  certain  portions  of  land,  the  yearly 

*  28th  June,  1605,  Town  Council  Register,  VoL  XIII.,  page  256. 

t  On  the  side  of  one  of  the  buttresses  of  the  south-east  wing  wall,  there  is 

the  following  inscription  on  a  neat  freestone  tablet : — 
a 
A  _=_H     Anno,  1605,  Dominus—Alexr.  Hay,  Clericus  Begistri  Ex  innato 

in  rempublicam  amore  £27.8.8  Scoticus  exquibusdam  ad  Abredoniam  agellis 
({uotannis  mcmoraudos  huic  fabric«ea  susteutanda;  dedicavit. 
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value  of  which  at  the  time  amounted  to  £27,  8s.  8d,  Scots 
money,  or  £2,  8&  5 JA,  sterlinff,  and,  in  1872,  the  accumulated 
funds  of  the  bridge  amounted  to  the  sum  of  £23,153,  7s.  8d. 

In  the  year  1830,  the  administrators  of  the  fund  had  built 
the  new  bridge,  and  at  various  times  had  contributed  sums  of 
money  to  assist  in  building  bridges  in  several  parts  throughout 
the  County,  and  at  considerable  distances  therefrom.  Such  as 
the  bridges  over  the  waters  of  Carron  and  Cowie  at  Stonehaven ; 
the  bridges  of  Mary  Culter,  Mondynes,  and  Benholm ;  the 
bridges  over  the  North  Esk  water,  and  the  South  Esk,  at  Dun ; 
and  the  Bridge  of  Inchture,  between  Dundee  and  Perth ;  the 
bridge  over  the  Spey  at  Fochabers,  and  the  bridge  over  the 
Finmiom  at  Forres. 

The  carriage  way  of  the  Auld  Brig  is  narrow  (lOJ  feet),  and 
the  approaches  to  it  at  both  ends  are  awkward  and  steep, 

Zjcially  that  from  the  south,  and  it  was  not  imtil  sometime 
r  the  mortified  funds  of  the  bridge  had  accumulated  to  some 
extent  that  anything  was  done  to  improve  them.  Between  the 
years  1740  and  1750,  the  accesses  to  the  bridge  were  attempted 
to  be  improved,  and  buttress  walls  were  built  on  the  east  side 
to  strengthen  the  south  approach  wing  wall.  On  the  north 
approach  to  the  bridge,  and  within  the  past  few  years,  the 
wing  walls  have  been  extended  and  somewhat  improved,  but 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  bridge  little  has  been  done  to  improve 
the  access  to  it  In  concluding  this  notice  of  the  venerable 
"  Brig  o'  Balgownie,"  of  upwards  of  550  years  standing,  we  now 
append  the  old  prediction,  attributed  to  Thomas  of  Erchil- 
doune,  which  was  long  credited  by  more  than  mere  children. 

"  Briff  o*  Balcownie,  UacJ^s  your  wa\ 
Wr  a  wife^  ae  son,  and  a  meare's  ae  foal, 
Down  ye  shaU  fa'." 

Another  version  of  the  stanza  has  it : — 

"  Brig  o'  Balgownie,  though  wight  be  your  wa\"  &c. 

In  Byron's  Don  Juan,  the  following  reference  is  made  to  the 
bridge : — 

*'  Ab  Auld  Langayne  brings  Scotland,  one  and  all, 
Scotch  plaids,  Scotch  snoods,  the  blue  hills,  and  clear  streams, 
The  Dee,  the  Don,  Balffownie's  Brig's  hUick  waU, 
All  my  boy  feelings,  all  my  gentler  dreams." 

To  which  the  poet  appended  the  following  note — "  The  Brig 
of  Don  near  the  Auld-town  of  Aberdeen,  with  its  one  arch  and 
its  black  deep  salmon  stream  below,  is  in  my  memory  as 
yesterday.  I  still  remember,  though  perhaps  I  may  misquote 
the  awful  proverb  which  made  me  pause  to  cross  it,  and  yet 
lean  over  it  with  a  childish  delight,  being  an  only  son,  at 
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least  1)^'  the  mother  side.  Tlie  saying  as  recollected  by  me, 
was  this,  but  I  have  never  heard  or  seen  it  since  I  was  nine 
years  of  age  " — 

**  Brig  o*  Balgownie,  black's  your  wa\"  &c. 

New  Bridge  of  Don. — On  account  of  the  greatly  increasetl 
and  increasing  traffic  between  Aberdeen  and  tiie  north-eastern 
parts  of  the  County,  and  in  order  to  remedy  the  inconvenient 
access  afforded  by  tlie  old  bridge,  the  administrators  of  the  fund 
resolved  on  building  the  new  l)rid^e,  which  they  placed  about 
half-way  between  the  picturescjue  old  bridge  and  tne  mouth  of 
the  river.  This  bridge  consists  of  five  semi-circular  arches,  each 
about  80  feet  span.  The  road  way  of  the  bridge  is  20  J  feet  wide 
within  the  parapets,  with  three  feet  broad  foot  wajs  on  each 
side,  and  it  stands  about  42  feet  above  sea  leveL  It  is  all  built 
of  granite  in  regular  coursed  scabble-faced  masonry,  every  second 
course  tailing  in  with  the  top  of  the  arch  stones.  Tlie  panipet 
walls  are  four  feet  high  above  the  road  way,  and  are  fairly  pick 
dressed,  with  rounded  base  course  and  coping,  with  six  feet,  naif 
octagonal  recesses  on  each  jiier ;  and  whole  octagonal  turrets  at 
the  extremity  of  each  wing  wall  The  plans  of  the  bridge  were 
revised  by  Telford,  and  contracts  for  building  it  were  entered 
into  with  Messrs.  John  Gibb  and  Son,  for  the  sum  of  £12,780  ; 
but  from  various  causes,  probably  some  of  which  were  unfor- 
scen,  the  bridge  cost  £17,100. 

Wellington  Siisperwion  Bridge, — ^This  bridge  which  spans 
the  Dee  at  the  Craiglug,  was  built  under  an  Act  of  Parliament 
obtained  in  1831,  and  along  with  about  six  miles  of  turnpike 
road,  chiefly  in  Kincardineshire,  was  intended  to  open  a  sliorter 
route  between  Aberdeen  and  the  south  than  that  afforded  hy 
the  Old  Bridge  of  Dee  road.  But  owing  partly  to  a  badly  engi- 
neered road,  the  heavy  pontages  and  a  toll-bar  on  the  south 
end  of  it,  both  of  which  still  exist,  neither  the  road  nor  the 
bridge  was  ever  much  used,  but  for  local  and  civic  traffic.  The 
suspension  piers  of  the  bridge  are  built  upon  a  low  ledge  of 
rocKs  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and  the  distance  between  the 
points  of  suspension  is  220  feet.  The  platform  of  the  bridge  is 
22  feet  wide  between  the  suspension-rods  ;  but  the  carriage  way 
is  only  10  feet.  It  is  suspended  from  two  massive  link  chains 
on  each  side,  by  inch-s(iuare  suspending  rods,  each  about  five 
feet  apart.  The  bridge  was  built  l)y,  and  under  the  patent  of, 
Captain  Sir  Samuel  Ikown,  the  constructor  of  tlie  Newhaven 
chain  pier  at  Leith,  and,  at  present  seems  to  be  in  a  very  ba<l 
state  of  repair. 
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Geology  and  Soils, 

The  whole  district  within  the  parliamentary  burgh  appears 
to  rest  on  granitic  rock.  Some  ot  it  is  of  an  excellent  quality, 
some  of  it  coarse,  and  not  fit,  and  never  has  been  used,  for 
building  purposes.  In  the  lower  parts  of  the  City,  rock  has 
been  found  about  30  feet,  and  at  Broadford,  about  40  feet,  below 
the  surface.  At  the  Suspension  Bridge,  the  Dee  is  confined  to 
its  channel  by  coarse  gneiss,  while  syenitic  rock  appears  at  both 
Bridges  of  Don.  On  the  Broadhill,  a  coarse  gneiss  crops  out  on 
its  south  face.  West  of  the  City  and  the  Old  Town,  at  Loan- 
head,  Rubislaw,  the  South  StocKet,  Hilton,  and  Caimcry,  an 
excellent  quality  of  granite  has  been  found  cropping  out,  and 
at  rarious  depths  beneath  the  surface.  On  the  western  boun- 
dary, on  Hazelhead,  and  Whitemyres,  large  quantities  of  boulder 
granite,  and  whinstone  formerly  existed;  but  the  most  formidable 
portion  of  these  surface  bouidei^s  have  been  removed  in  the 
progress  of  a^culture  or  otherwise. 

The  overlying  strata  of  the  City  parishes,  the  Ferryhill,  and 
Pitmuxton  districts,  Bon- Accord,  and  Union  Terraces,  Gilcom- 
ston,  and  along  the  Spital  ridge,  to  Tillydrone,  are  all  composed 
of  rough  gravel,  and  tine  sand,  deposited  in  various  layers,  with 
inferior  beds  of  clay  and  peat  earth.  Over  the  whole  eastern 
divison  of  the  burgh,  the  surface  soil  is  of  a  sandy  nature ;  but 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  greater  part  of  it  having  been 
long  under  cidtivation,  and  subjected  to  high  manuring,  of  a 
certain  kind,  it  is  not  unproductive.  The  best  soil,  or  that  of  a 
loamy  description,  is  found  in  contiguity  with  the  clay  beds 
which  lie  to  tiie  east  of  the  Old  Town,  and  with  the  clay  beds  on 
Pitmuxton.  Tlie  soil  over  the  west  division,  from  the  Dee  to  the 
Don,  is  of  a  loamy  description,  and  is  more  or  less  mixed  with 
decomposed  granite  and  rough  sand,  and  is  of  various  degrees 
of  productiveness,  as  it  happens  to  overlie  boulder  and  other 
rocK,  ferruginous  gravel,  or  argillaceous  earth. 

Agriculture  and  Arboriculture. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  very  minutely  or  even  give 
an  outline  of  the  agricultural  management  of  a  district  like 
the  one  under  notice,  where  in  general  the  leases  are  short,  and 
in  many  cases,  are  of  uncertain  duration.  On  the  purely 
agricultural  land,  the  course  of  cropping  seems  to  be  that  of 
the  fifth  shift  course,  i.e.,  1st  and  2na  grass,  3rd  oats,  4th  tur- 
nij)s  or  potatoes,  and  5th  oats  or  barley,  sown  with  grass  and 
clover  seeds.  A  crop  of  wheat  is  occasionally  taken  after 
tunn'iis  ;  but  generally  it  does  not  yield  a  satisfactory  return  of 
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grain.  The  land  in  the  more  suburban  portion  of  the  burgh 
IS,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  cultivated  as  vegetable,  fruit 
and  flower  gardens,  and  nursery  ground  for  forest  trees.  The 
vegetables  grown,  though  not  early,  are  of  excellent  quality, 
and  in  their  season,  very  abundant  and  cheap.  The  smaller 
fruits,  such  as  gooseberries,  raspberries,  currants  and  straw- 
berries, are  produced  in  great  abundance,  and  of  fine  quality, 
especially  that  of  certain  kinds  of  the  gooseberry,  and  of  the 
strawberry. 

Fifty  years  back  the  ground  for  rearing  forest  trees  was 
almost  confined  to  the  Leper's  Croft,  and  the  brae  of  Gilcom- 
ston  ;  we  now  have  a  large  extent  of  ground  used  for  that 
purpose  at  "  Dauney's  Howe,"  Sunnypark,  and  Froghall,  and 
the  now  somewhat  curtailed  grounds  of  the  Round  O  at 
Ferryhill,  Polmuir,  and  of  Union  Glen.  On  the  west  of  the 
City  there  is  the  Forbesfield  nurseries,  and  the  nursery  ground 
behind  tlie  old  mansion  house  of  Rubislaw,  and  at  Mile-end, 
with  some  nursery  ground  recently  laid  out  at  the  Walker-dam. 
About  20  acres  of  Glennie*s  parks,  which  border  on  the  lower 
Stocket  road,  have  been  enclosed  and  laid  out  as  ornamental 
ground,  with  foot  walks  and  clumps  of  ornamental  trees  and 
evergreen  shrubs.  This  ground  belongs  to  the  City  corporation, 
and  has  been  laid  out  at  a  cost  of  about  £4,500,  for  enclos- 
ing, levelling,  forming  clumps  of  shrubberies,  walks,  and  park 
keeper's  house,  and  is  to  be  called  the  Victoria  Park  The 
ground  has  a  northerly  exposure,  and  does  not  appear  to  be 
very  well  suited  for  such  a  purpose,  consequently  many  years 
must  elapse  before  the  park  present  many  sylvan  attractions. 

Three  years  ago,  about  50  acres  of  the  Spital  lands  lying  be- 
tween the  King  Street  road  and  the  Old  Town  links,  were  laid 
out  for  sewage  irrigation  farming,  which  is  said  to  have  proved 
a  successful  speculation  to  the  owner  of  the  land ;  but  we  are 
not  yet  told  what  return  it  has  brought  to  the  corporation,  or 
the  community,  who  contributed  the  wiiole  cost  of  conveying  the 
sewage  to  the  ground,  by  an  expensive  tunneled  sewer,  wnich 
certainly  was  not  required  for  the  sewerage  of  any  part  of  the 
town. 

Arboriculture, — ^The  "  forest  of  the  Stocket "  has  had  no 
existence  for  centuries ;  but  within  the  past  30  years,  the  land 
around  the  south  Stocket  hill,  and  the  margins  of  the  roads 
leading  in  that  direction,  have  been  planted  and  adorned  with 
belts  of  forest  trees,  which  appear  to  be  in  a  thriving  state. 

North  of  the  Stocket,  on  Raeden,  Woodliill,  Comliill,  Elmhill, 
and  in  the  valley  of  Westburn,  there  are  numerous  belts  and 
clumps  of  well  grown  old  ash,  beech,  elm,  and  willow  trees, 
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with  numerous  solitary  hedge-row  trees  which  tend  to  give  this 
part  of  the  burffh,  in  summer,  a  very  pleasing  aspect.  In  the 
valley  of  Berryden,  by  Belmont,  Froghall,  and  Powis,  there  are 
some  good  specimens  of  old  beech,  elm,  and  ash  trees,  inter- 
mixed with  various  kinds  of  ornamental  trees  and  evergreen 
shrubs,  which,  along  with  some  young  belts  of  forest  trees,  and 
hawthorn  hedges,  on  Hilton  and  Powis,  gives  the  northern 
suburbs  a  sheltered  appearance.  The  right  bank  and  braes  of 
the  Don,  firom  a  little  below  the  Old  Bridge,  up  to  the  Scatter- 
bum,  are  finely  clothed  with  forest  trees,  chieny  hard  wood  of 
various  kinds.  In  the  grounds  of  Seaton  house  there  are  some 
fine  specimens  of  old  Scots  firs,  and  along  the  braes  of  Gor- 
don's llills  and  the  Printfield,  some  well  ffrown  birch,  alders, 
and  willows  ;  while  fair-sized  beech  and  ash  trees  occur  in  the 
grounds  of  Woodside,  and  at  upper  MiddlefielA 

West  of  the  City,  the  valley  of  Union  Glen,  and  the  Den  of 
Rubislaw,  are  highly  ornamented  with  forest  trees,  chiefly 
hardwood,  and  south  of  Rubislaw  quarries,  there  are  several 
suburban  villas  well  sheltered  with  ornamental  trees  and  ever- 
green shrubs.  Near  the  old  house  of  Rubislaw,  there  are  two 
TOWS  of  fine  old  plane  trees,  and  behind  the  centre  of  Albyn 
Place,  some  remarkably  fine  willow  trees,  considerably  under 
40  years  growth,  Soutn  and  west  of  the  City  and  the  Holbum, 
there  are  but  few  trees,  and,  if  we  except  those  belts  and 
clumps  of  hardwood  which  surround  the  nouses  of  Ferryhill 
and  Arthiirseat,  this  part  of  the  burgh  is  very  destitute  of  trees, 
and  the  few  which  do  exist  about  Ashlev,  Ruthrieston,  Broom- 
hill,  and  Friendville,  afford  but  little  shelter  fi*om  the  south- 
westerly winds  which  prevail  in  the  lower  valley  of  the  Dee. 

Botany. — The  botany  of  the  burgh  is  devoid  of  much  interest. 
Outside  gardens  and  nurseries,  we  only  find  such  plants  as  are 
indigenous  to  other  sea-board  parishes  of  the  County.  But  in 
a  work  of  this  kind  we  cannot  omit  noticing  such  plants  as 
those  which  must  come  under  the  notice  of  every  student  of 
the  vegetable  kinjo^dom. 

On  the  links  of  Aberdeen,  and  on  some  of  the  arid  soils  in 
the  district,  we  have  of  grasses  and  bent : — 

AffrotUa  eanma — Brown  Bent  Grass.     Aira  cristcUa  Crested  Hair  Grass. 
A^rotiUt  mUgaris — Fine  Bent  Grass.     Aira  ccespUoaa — Turfy  Hair  Grass. 
Aira  caryophyllea — Silver  Hair  Grass.     Aira  prcecox — Early  Hair  Grass. 
Arena  protfTMW— Narrow  Leaf  Oat  Grass.     Avena  latior—Tt^  Oat  Grass. 
Tritieum  junceum — Sea  Wheat  Grass.    TrUicum  re/7e7i»— Creeping  Wheat  Grass. 
Bromus  sterilis — Barren  Brome  Grass.     Bromus  moUia — Soft  6rome  Grass. 
Ilolcutf  mollis — Creeping  Soft  Grass.     Molinia  ccerula — Purple  Mellic  Grass. 
Poa  pra/enM9— Smooth  Meadow  Grass.      Poa  scabra — Bough  Meadow  Grass, 

and  Poa  annua — Annual  Meadow  Grass. 
Briza  media — ^Maiden's  Hair.     Dactylis  glomerata — ^Rough  Cock's-foot  Grass. 
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Trloilia  lUcunHteiVi — Docttmbent  Heath  Gntas.      Cynogurus  aridalus — ^Crested 

Dog's-tail  Grass. 
Ft'Atura  oW»a— Sheep's  Fescue  Grass.     Festuca  duriu^cula — Hard  Fescue  Grass. 
Fesiuca  rubra — Creeping  Fescue  Grass.     JBromus  steriU  (rare) — ^Barren  Brome 

Grass. 
Festuca  bromokies — Barren  Fescue  Grass.     FeMuea  viripara — Viviparous  Fescue 

Grass. 
Poa  maritima — Creeping  Sea  Meadow  Grass.     Poa  /luUans — ^Floating  Meadow 

Grass. 
Arxindo  artnaria — Sea  Reed.     Marram — Sea  Mat- reed.     In  Hooker's  British 
Flora,  it  is  called,  AmiHophila  at^ndinacea,  and  in  Lindlej's  Synopsis,  Am- 
mophila  arenaria. 

Professor  Martyn,  in  his  letters  on  botany  (1813),  in  describ- 
ing the  limited  knowledge  the  farmers  of  his  day  had  of  grasses, 
says,  "  Grass  vulgaraly  forms  one  single  idea,  and  a  husband- 
man, when  he  is  looking  over  his  enclosure,  does  not  tlream 
that  there  are  300  species  of  OTass,  of  which  30  or  40  may  be  at 
present  under  his  eye  ;  they  have  scarcely  had  a  name  besides 
the  general  one  until  within  the  last  20  years,  and  the  few 
particular  names  which  have  been  given  to  them  are  far  from 
having  obtained  general  use,  so  that  we  may  fairly  assert,  that 
the  knowledge  of  this  most  common  and  useful  tribe  of  plants 
is  yet  in  its  infancy."  Yet  how  few  farmers  even  in  our  day, 
and  advanced  state  of  knowledge  of  grasses,  suspect  that  there 
are  such  a  number  and  variety  occupying  our  poorest  soils, 
and  richest  meadows,  compared  with  the  few  varieties  which 
are  cultivated.  Our  richest  cultivated  land,  dry  elevated  and 
low  lyin^  peaty  moorland  soils,  are  all  made  to  produce  the 
same  variety  of  grass,  without  any  consideration  bem^  taken  of 
that  peculiar  kind  of  grass  whicn  would  be  most  suitable  for 
the  soil,  or  tliat  of  the  subsoil  which  is  naturally  combined 
with  it. 

In  George  Sinclair's  "  Hortus  Gramineus  Wobumensis,"  pub- 
lished in  1816,  we  find  320  species  of  grasses,  and  in  the  second 
edition,  published  in  1825,  and  subsecpient  condensed  editions 
in  1839  and  1841,  upwards  of  1,500.  Sinclair,  in  noting  the 
nature  and  habits  of  the  grasses  which  compose  the  sward  of 
the  rich  meads  of  Enrfand,  says,  "  Grasses,  liKe  all  other  vege- 
tables, possess  a  peculiar  life  in  which  various  periods  may  be 
distinctly  marked.  Some  species  of  grass  are  annual,  or  arrive 
at  perfection  in  one  year,  and  then  die  away,  as  different  species 
of  orome-grass,  fox-tail-grass,  rye-grass,  oat-grass,  &c.  Other 
species,  in  two  or  three  years,  attain  to  that  degree  of  perfec- 
tion which  they  never  exceed,  as  perennial  rye-grass,  rough 
meadow-grass,  meadow  cat's-tail-grass,  tall  oat-hke-OTass,  round 
cock*s-foot-grass,  &c. ;  and  there  are  few  grasses  that  require 
more  than  three  years  to  bring  them  to  tliat  state  of  ))roduc- 
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tivencss  which  they  never  exceed  ;  meadow  fescue,  meadow 
fox-Uiil,  meadow  barley,  smooth  meadow-grass,  and  meadow 
oat-OTass  are  of  this  number." 

Tne  genus  Arundo  is  of  little  interest  to  the  agriculturist  in 
general,  but  we  must  observe,  "  so  far  back  as  the  reign  of 
William  III.'  the  important  value  of  Arundo  arenuria* 
(AmTnoj^ila  ainiTidinacea  of  Hooker),  was  so  well  appreciated 
as  to  induce  the  Scottish  Parliament  of  that  period,  to  pass  an 
Act  for  their  preservation  on  the  sea  coasts  of  Scotland.  And 
these  provisions  were,  by  the  British  Parliament,  in  the  reign 
of  George  II.,  followed  up  by  farther  enactments,  extending 
the  oj>eration  of  the  Scottish  law  to  the  coasts  of  England,  and 
imposing  further  penalties  for  its  inviolability ;  so  tnat  it  was 
rendered  penal,  not  only  for  any  individual  (without  even  ex- 
cepting the  Lord  of  the  Manor)  to  cut  the  bent,  but  for  any 
one  to  be  in  possession  of  any,  within  eight  miles  of  the  coast." 

The  following  list  of  plants,  in  their  genera  and  species,  is 
taken  from  Dr.  Murray's  "  Northern  Flora,  containing  the  wild 
jJants  of  the  north  of  Scotland,"  and  are  to  be  found  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen  : — 

ffippurig  rmigaris — Mare's  Tail.  CirecBa  a(pi»a— Mountain  Enchanters,  Night 
Shade. 

Cirecfa  luMiana — C.  Enchanters,  N.  Shade.    Veronica  beccabunga — ^Brooklime. 

Vtronka  teuifUata — Narrow-leaved  SpeedwelL  Veronka  officinalis  Male  or 
Common  Speedwell. 

ytronica  serpyui/olia — Smooth  Speedwell,  Paul's  Betony.  Veronica  hederifola 
Ivy  Leaved  SpeeilwelL 

Puiffukola  mtlgariB — Ck>mmon  Butterwort  Utricularia  vulgaris — Lesser  Blad- 
derwort. 

Vo/mano  officinalis — Great  Wild  Valerian.  Valcrianella  olUoria^-CoTD.  Salad, 
Lamb's  Lettuce. 

^ri*  pteudacorus — YeUow  Water  Iris.     Schoinus  rufus — ^Brown  Bog-rush. 

Sdynu  cGedpt^ora^— Scaly -stalked  Club-rush.  Scirptis  pauafloinis — Chocolate- 
headed  Club-rush. 

Snrpus  paiustria — Marsh  Club-rush.     Scirptts  fluilans — Floating  Club-rush. 

Scirpus  aetcKeous — Bristle-stalked  Club-rush.  Scirpus  sylvaticus — Wood  Club- 
rash. 

Scirpus  maritimus — Salt  Marsh  Club-rueh.  Eriophorum  vagiuatum — Hare's-tail 
Cotton  Grass. 

tiri(^orum  angustfolium — Common  Cotton  Grass.  Arunda  colorata — Keed 
Canary  Grass. 

Phlfum  nodosum — Knotted  Cat's-tail  Grass.  Phleum  arenarium — Sea  Cat's-tail 
Grass. 

^oatia/ontana — ^Water  Chickweed.     Scahiosa  succuta — Devil's-bit  Scabious. 

^o/him  verum — Yellow  Bed-straw.     Oaiium  palustre — White  Water  Bed-straw. 

f'olium  viiginosum — Rough  Marsh  Bed-straw.  Oaiium  Boreale — Cross  Leaved 
Bed-straw. 

Oaiium  aparine — Goose  Grass  or  Cleavers.  Asperula  odorata — Woodruff  or 
Woodroof. 

*  "The  sand  hillocks  at  Aberdeen  are  chiefly  formed  by  means  of  this  species, 
*od  FestHca  ruftra  Carex ;  are.naria  as  well  as  TrUicum  junceum,  being  in  smaUer 
♦inantity."— Dr.  Murray's  Northeni  Flora,  183C. 
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Sherardia  arpmsis — Blue  Sherardia.     Plantago  major — Greater  Plantain. 
PlarUago  lanceoUUa — Ribwort  Plantain.     Plantago  marititna — Seaside  Plantain. 
Plantago  comopue — ^BucVs-horn  Plantain.      AlehenUUa  arvensit — Field  Lady's 

Mantle. 
Patamogeton  natans — Broad-leared  Pond-weed.      Polamogelan  crupa — Curled 

Pond-weed. 
Potamogeton  pectincUa — FenneMeared  Pond-weed.   Sagina  marUima — Sea  Pearl- 
wort. 
Radiola  miU^grafM — Thyme-leaved  Flaxseed.      My<ysoti8  versicolor — Scorpion 

Grass  (Var). 
Myoaotis  arveMW— Field  Scorpion  Grass.     MyoaotU  sylvatka — Wood  Scorpion 

Grass. 
Afyosotis  pahutria—'WAtoT  Scorpion  Grass.   Forget-me-not   MyosoUs  aecunda — 

Pale-flowered. 
lAthospermum  arvense — Com  GromweU.     LUhospermum  maritimum — Sea  Grom- 

weU. 
Anchtua  semper virena— Evergreen  Alkanet     Symphytum  tuberosum— Tnheroae- 

rooted  Comfrey. 
Lyeopsis  arvensis — Common  Bugloss.     Echium  Vulgare — Viper^s  Bngloss. 
Primula  vulgaris — Common  Primrose.     MenyafUhes  trifoliata — Bogbean,  Marsh 

TrefoQ. 
Lysimachia  nemorum — Yellow  Pimpernel,  Wood  Loose-strife.     Angallis  cosrula 

— Blue  Pimpernel. 
Convolvulus  arvensis — Small  Bind-weed.     Viola  palustris — Marsh  Violet. 
Viola  Canina — Dog's  Violet.     Hyoseyamus  ntj^er— Henbane. 
Solatium  dulcamara — Bitter  Sweet,  Woody  Night  Shade.      Lonieera  periclyme- 

num — Honey  Suckle. 
Hedera  helix> — Common  Ivy.     Olaux  marUima — Sea  Milk-wort,  Black  Salt-wort. 
Oentiana  campestris — Field  Gentian.     Cuscuta  Europaea — Greater  Dodder. 

Zoclogy, 

Quadrupeds, — ^The  brown  rat,  moles,  and  mice,  constitute 
our  common  Quadrupeds,  also  the  weasel,  stoat,  and  hedgehog, 
and  occasionally  a  stray  otter  is  found  in  the  Dee,  and  in  the 
Don. 

Birds, — Of  birds  of  passage  we  have  the  cuckoo,  the  land  or 
com  rail,  the  house  and  sand  swallow,  the  black  martin,  and 
the  lapwing.  Of  native  birds,  we  have  the  rook,  the  jackdaw, 
the  hooded  crow,  and  the  ma^ie ;  along  with  these,  the  thrush, 
and  its  congener  the  black  bird,  and  other  smaller  native  birds, 
all  well  known  to  every  one. 

Fishes. — In  the  German  Ocean,  bordering  our  shore,  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  there  are  plentv  of  the  sole  (Solea  vulgaris), 
as  we  know  there  are  plenty  of  tne  turbot  (Pleuronect^s  maxi- 
mus),  common  skate,  halibut,  flounder,  and  plaice,  or  plash 
fluke,  cod,  ling,  haddock,  whiting,  coleflsh,  or  colesaith,  herring, 
dogfish,  and  mackerel  Shrimps  are  occasionally  found  in  the 
pools  along  the  sea  beach,  and  sand  eels  which  are  used  by  the 
fishermen  tor  bait,  and  occasionally  the  sea  lamprey  (Patromy- 
zon  raarinus),  the  -hag  glutinoza,  the  glutinous  hag,  the  sun- 
fish,  or  mole  bat,  the  conger  eel,  and  the  rare  little  semi-pellucid 
fish  (Lectocepkalvjs) ;  the  angler,  or  wide  gab ;  the  gurnard,  and 
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the  deal-fish,  which  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  thin  seven 
inch  plank. 

The  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  are  known  to  be  well  stocked  with 
royal  fish,  salmon  (Salmo  solar),  and  with  bull  trout  (Sal/mo 
encx),  sea  trout  (SaZmo  trutta),  common  bum  trout  (Salmo 
fijrio),  minnow  (Leuciscus  phcKcinus),  fresh  water  flounder 
(Platessa  JluviattliaL  pike  (Eaox  ludus),  and  the  common  eel 
(Anguilla  vulgaris j. 

Sea  Fishery, — ^The  port  of  Aberdeen  is  considered  to  be  fa- 
vourably situated  for  successfully  carrying  on  the  while  fishing, 
as  it  is  well  known  that  the  German  Ocean  yields  a  great 
variety  of  fish  in  abundance.  On  several  occasions,  attempts 
were  made  to  introduce  decked  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  more 
efiectually  prosecuting  the  deep  sea  fishing,  but  no  success 
attended  the  enterprise.  Upwards  of  30  years  ago,  a  herring 
fishery  was  established,  and  carried  on  for  some  years  with  con- 
siderable succesa  In  1840,  there  were  about  30  boats  engaged 
in  the  trade ;  but,  from  various  causes,  that  number  dwindled 
down  to  half-a-dozen  native  boats.  Of  late  years,  however,  the 
herring  fishing  has  been  resuscitated  by  several  enterprising 
r^ident  curers  and  others,  who,  during  last  season,  had  upwards 
of  250  boats  engaged,  and  they  were  all  abundantly  fished. 
This  year,  it  is  said  the  number  of  boats  will  be  about  double 
that  of  last  year ;  and,  although  the  port  lies  considerably 
inland,  and  west  of  the  usual  migration  course  of  the  herring  * 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  enterprising  and  hazardous  branch 
of  industry  will  meet  with  more  encouragement  ashore,  in  the 
shape  of  better  provision  being  made  for  landing  and  curing 
the  fish,  and  greater  facilities  afforded  to  the  fishermen  for 
drying  their  nets. 

Salmon  Fishing, — ^The  salmon  fishings  along  the  sea  shore 
are  carried  on  by  stake  and  bag  nets.  Those  in  the  lower  estu- 
ary of  the  Dee  belong  to  the  corporation,  or  harbour  trust,  and 
are  fished  by  drag  net  and  coble.  The  salmon  fishings  of  the 
Xether  Don,  from  the  sea,  up  to  the  cruive  dykes,  belong  to 
12  co-proprietors,  and  the  fishing  of  the  ancient  "  Aqua 
Borealis  "  is  now  chiefly  carried  on  by  drag  net  and  coble. 

Public  Open  Spaces, 

Of  public  open  spaces  within  the  City,  there  are  very  few, 
that  of  Castle  Street  being  the  most  prominent.  It  measures 
about  610  feet  in  length,  with  an  average  breadth  of  130  feet, 
and  comprises  an  area  of  about  two  acres,  whereon  the  Friday 

*Tho  best  fishing  ground  is  nnderstood  to  be  about  20  miles  off  the  Girdle- 
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weekly  markets  are  held  Near  the  centre,  stands  the  colossal 
statue  of  George  Fifth,  and  lust  Duke  of  Gordon,  cut  in  Aber- 
deen granite,  on  a  base  and  pedestal  of  Peterhead  granite, 
flanked  right  and  left  by  two  hetovy  pieces  of  ordnance  which 
were  captured  at  the  siege  of  Sebastapol  in  1855.  This  statue 
was  erected  in  1836.  Near  to  the  east  end  of  Castle  Street 
now  stands  the  Cross,  which  was  first  erected  in  1686,  near  the 
site  of  the  two  "  mercat  croces,"  i.e.,  "  the  high  croce  befor  the 
tolbooth  called  the  flesh  croce,  and  the  lesser  crosse  callit  the 
fish  crosse."  It  was  built  by  John  Montgomery,  mason,  Rayne, 
conform  to  a  model  made  of  timber  and  pasteboard,  for  the 
sum  of  £100  stg.,  the  town  paying  for  the  stones  and  carriages. 
The  building  is  hexagonal  ot  Grecian  architecture,  and  mea- 
sures 21  feet  across  the  angles.  The  walls  are  about  18  feet 
high  to  the  toj)  of  the  balustrade  or  parapet,  on  which  "  the 
present,  and  eight  kings,  and  Queen  Mary's  eflSgies  (are)  en- 
graven upon  ashlar  stone,"  with  the  arms  of  Scotland  and  of 
the  City  on  the  west  In  the  centre  of  the  building  rises  a 
column,  with  Corinthian  capital,  12J  feet  high,  ornamented 
with  a  wreath  of  thistles,  surmoimted  by  a  unicorn,  having  on 
its  breast  a  shield,  with  a  lion  ramjjant.  Previous  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  Cross  firom  its  old  station  opposite  the  tolbooth, 
the  arches  were  enclosed,  and,  in  1822,  the  four  small  booths 
which  the  building  contained,  were  thrown  into  one,  and  then 
it  was  used  for  a  short  time  as  the  'post  office  !  In  1842,  it  was 
removed  to  its  present  site  where  it  stands,  with  open  arches, 
in  all  its  pristine  beauty,  an  object  of  much  architectural  in- 
terest. 

The  open  space  in  front  of  the  Marischal  College,  sometimes 
called  tne  quadrangle,  is  occasionally  resorted  to  when  the 
public  mind  becomes  excited  by  any  question  of  local  import- 
ance, as  during  a  parliamentary  election  contest. 

From  the  promenade  in  front  and  east  of  the  Barrack  square, 
and  from  the  road  over  the  top  of  the  Port-hill,  fine  views  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  City  and  of  the  harbour  are  obtained,  along 
with  a  distinct  view  of  the  sea  coast  from  the  Girdleness,  to  the 
Buchan-ness  at  Peterhead,  and  a  vast  expanse  of  the  German 
Ocean.  In  the  centre  and  northern  parts  of  the  City,  there  is 
the  well  kept  burying-ground  of  St.  Nicholas,  not  now  much 
used ;  the  grounds  of  Gordon's  Hospital,  and  the  open  space 
in  front  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  are  both  private  ;  but  they 
afibrd  breathing  spaces  to  the  inmates  of  these  establishments. 
Along  the  west  side  of  the  Denbum,  there  is  the  "  Corby- 
heugh"  and  ground  ^now  understood  to  have  become  public 
property),  covered  with  fine  well  grown  ash  and  elm  trees, 
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which  were  planted  in  1775.  Of  late,  portions  of  tliis  ground 
have  been  made  a  very  convenient  "  toom  "  for  rubbish  to 
sntother  the  roots  of  almost  the  only  trees  within,  or  near  the 
old  Royalty.  At  present,  the  enclosing  railings  are  in  a  very 
(lilapidatea  state,  the  trees  are  being  oroken  down,  and  the 
whole  ground  lies  in  a  shamefully  neglected  state.* 

By  fir  the  most  important  privilege  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen 
enjoy,  is  that  of  the  Links.  They  are  parochially  divided  by 
an  ideal  line  a  little  north  of  the  Broad-hill,  between  the  pari- 
shes of  St,  Nicholas  and  Old  Machar.  St  Nicholas  parish 
comprehends  the  Queen's  Links  and  the  Broad-hill;  Old 
MacW,  that  of  the  Old  Town,  or  King's  Links.  The  Queen's 
Links  comprise  an  area  of  140  acres,  and  the  King's  Links, 
270  acres,  altogether  410  acres,  two-thirds  of  which  are  covered 
with  natural  grasses  (before  enumerated),  having  a  soft  velvety 
sward ;  the  remainder  consists  of  low-broken  sandhills,  stretch- 
ing for  about  two  miles  along  a  beautiful  flat  sandy  beach, 
which  affords  fine  bathing  ground.  The  Links  altogether 
afford  ample  space,  and  smtable  ground  for  those  who  desire 
to  indulge  in  such  exhilirating  games  as  golf,  cricket,  foot-ball 
or  hockey,  and  for  wapinschaws,  cattle  shows,  and  also  for  the 
recreation  of  those  who  only  wish  to  "  snuff  up  the  east  wind." 

Along  the  right  bank  of  the  Don,  from  the  sea  to  the  Old 
Bridge,  there  is  a  very  pleasant  foot  path,  which  is  an  "  especial 
road  '  between  the  bridges,  for  the  laxfisfi^ers.  Formerly  there 
was  a  continuation  of  this  foot  way  along  the  river,  between 
the  Old  Bridge  and  Tillydrone,  but  it  is  now  shut  up  to  the 
public.  From  the  Old  Town  Cathedral,  by  Tillydrone  and 
Gordon's  Mills,  to  the  Printfield,  there  is  a  beautiful  carriage 
tlrive  along  the  steep  banks  of  the  river,  from  which  fine  views 
of  the  windings  of  the  Don,  and  its  richly  wooded  banks  can 
be  obtained,  as  also  views  of  the  extensive  manufacturing 
establishments  of  Gordon's  Mills,  the  Printfield,  Grandholm, 
and  of  Buxbmni  and  Stoneywood  in  the  distance. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  Dee,  between  the  Craiglug  Suspen- 
sion, and  the  Old  Bridge,  there  is  a  very  pleasant  foot  way  in 
front  of  Arthurseat,  which  is  much  frequented  by  those  who 
^ish  to  stray  along 

"The  banks  of  tlie  sweet  winding  Dee.'' 

But  time  and  thorough  neglect  do  not  tend  to  improve  such 
passages,  more  especiSly  as  the  lower  parts  of  it  have,  of  late 
years,  been  used  as  a  carriage  way. 

♦In  1868,  the  community  were  assured,  and  lately  the  assurance  was  re- 
peated "that  plans  were  being  prepared  for  laving  out  the  Corby-heugh  with 
r  walks  and  entrances."    Some  think  tliat  little  improvement  was  required, 


if  the  old  enclueures  had  been  kept  up. 
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Length  of  sovie  of  the  principal  Streets  and  Roads  imthin  the 
municipal  and  parliamentary  boundaries  of  tlie  Burgh. 

Castle  Street,  203  yards.  Union  Street,  east  of  Bridge,  523 
yards.  Union  Street,  west,  554  yards.  Un ion  Pl<iee,  236  yards. 
Albyn  Place,  from  Union  Place  to  the  old  Rubislaw  toll  bar, 
1,500  yards.  King  Street,  from  CastU  Street  to  Love-lane ^ 
1,186  yards.  MariscJval  Street,  200  yards.  Market  Street,  20O 
yards.  Broad  Street,  425  yards.  Oallmvgate,  600  yards.  From 
OaUowgate  head  to  Love-luTie,  360  yards.  From  GaUomgate 
head  to  Calsayseaty  852  yards.  St.  Nicholas  Street,  215  yards. 
George  Street  and  Broadford  to  Calsayseat,  1,382  yards.  Hut- 
cheon  Street,  east,  382  yards.  Huti'heon  Street,  west,  to  Victoria. 
Park,  915  yards.  Scloool-hill,  St.  Nicholas  Street  to  Sken^ 
Street  bridge,  450  yards.  Skene  Square,  from  Infirmary  gate, 
to  Lunatic  Asylum  gate,  815  yards.  Rosemount,  from  George 
Street  to  Loanh&ul,  or  Mile-end,  1,030  yards.  Sfeii^  Street, 
from  bridge  over  Denburn  to  Queen's  Cross,  1,536  yards. 

Length  of  A''n?f7  Street,  and  ifiT?^  Strc^f  roa^i,  from  Castle 
Street  to  the  centre  of  New  Bridge  of  Don,  1  mile,  1,696  yards. 
Length  of  Old  Town  rocul,  from  Union  Street,  by  Broad  Street, 
the  Gallowgate  and  Spital,  to  Oid  Aberdeen  town  house,  1 
mile,  829  yards;  and  to  the  OW  Bridge  of  Don,  also  from 
Union  Street,  2  miles,  669  yards.  Length  of  Woodside  and 
Prim.tfiel<l  road,  from  Union  Street  to  the  Scatterburn,  2  miles, 
1,728  yards.  Length  of  road  from  George  Street,  by  iio«c- 
Tnount,  the  mid  Stocket  road,  and  the  Cocked-hat  to  the  burgh 
boundary  at  Willow-park,  Whitemyers,  2  miles,  365  yards. 
Length  of  road  from  the  Duke  of  Gordon's  statue  in  Castle 
Street  to  the  burgh  boundary  at  HazelJiead,  on  the  Skene  road, 
2  miles,  1,550  yards.  Length  of  road  from  Union  Place  to 
the  centre  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  1  ndle,  900  yards.  Length  of 
road  from  Holburn  Street  to  the  burgh  boundary  at  Manno- 
field,  Deeside  road,  1  mile,  100  yards.  Length  of  road  from 
Union  Street,  by  Crown  Street,  to  the  centre  of  the  Wellington 
Suspension,  Bridge,  1,365  yards. 

Statues, 

A  colossal  statue  of  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  in  white  marble, 
on  an  oblong  pedestal  and  base  of  polished  Peterhead  granite, 
stands  at  the  corner  of  Union  Street,  St.  Nicholas  Street.  It 
was  erected  in  1866,  by  pubhc  subscription,  and  is  of  fine 
proportions,  beautifully  draped,  and  from  the  chisel  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Brodie,  a  sculptor  wholly  unknown  to  fame,  who 
died  soon  after  the  statue  was  put  u\). 
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A  life  size  statue  of  His  Royal  Hig:hnes8  the  Prince  Consort 
stands  at  the  north-west  end  of  Union  Bridge,  and  corner  of 
Union  Terrace.  It  was  erected  in  1865,  by  public  subscription, 
under  the  auspices  of  Lord  Provost  Alexander  Anderson,  who 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  the  occasion  of  Her 
Majesty  unveiling  the  statue.  The  statue  is  cast  in  bronze, 
fiom  a  model  by  the  late  Baron  Marrochetti,  and  is  placed  on 
a  base  and  low  pedestal  of  polished  Peterhead  granite.  The 
artist  has  succeeded  in  bringing  out  a  striking  facial  likeness 
of  the  late  Prince,  and  burying  the  body  in  a  chair  with  heavy 
military  drapery,  and  very  prominent  jack  boots. 

Public  Buildings. 

At  the  head  of  the  educational  buildings,  is  Marischal  Col- 
lege, which  was  founded  and  endowed  by  George  Keith,  Fifth 
Earl  ilarischal.  It  stands  on  ground  at  the  top  of  Broad 
Street,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Franciscans  or  Grejrfriars, 
which  was  purchased  bv  the  Magistrates,  and  presented  to 
the  Earl,  as  the  site  of  his  intended  college,  witn  the  lands, 
crofts,  tenements,  and  feu-duties  belonging  to  the  Greyfriars, 
and  the  Whitefriars,  which  were  respectively  situated  in  the 
Green,  and  the  School-hill.  The  founder  also  presented  the 
property  of  the  Whitefriars  at  Bervie,  and  the  revenues  of  their 
chaT)el  at  Cowie  in  Kincardineshire.  The  original  charter  of 
endowment  bears  date,  2nd  April  1593,  by  George  Keith,  Earl 
Marischal ;  and  among  other  considerable  benefactors  of  the 
institution,  besides  the  noble  founder,  were  Bishop  Burnett  of 
Salisbury,  and  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Burnett  of  Barbadoes,  Messrs. 
William  Davidson,  John  Gray,  Adam  Martin,  Mrs.  Blackwell, 
Dr.  James  CargiU,  Sir  Thomas  CVombie,  Dr.  Duncan  Liddel, 
Irvine  of  Drum,  and  Scott  of  Craibstone. 

The  buildings  of  the  Franciscan  Monastery  were  fitted  up  as 
a  college  for  the  members  of  the  institution,  but,  in  1639,  tney 
were  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire.  Dr.  Dun,  then  Principal  of 
the  college,  presented  to  the  Magistrates  1,300  merks,  Scots,  to 
assist  in  repairing  the  structure,  and  in  1676  and  1747,  several 
additions  were  made  without  regard  to  uniformity  of  plan,  and 
the  whole  building  was  neither  convenient  nor  imposing.  Lat- 
terly, as  the  whole  structure  began  to  show  rapid  signs  of  decay, 
it  was  resolved  to  rebuild  the  University  in  a  style  suitable  to 
its  importance,  for  which  purpose  8ubscrij)tions  were  obtained 
from  citizens,  and  from  gentlemen  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  who  were  connected  with,  or  had  been  educated  at 
Marischal  College.  In  1838,  the  subscriptions,  including 
£15,000  of  a  royal  grant,  amounted  to  X25,000,  and  out  of  this 
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sum  the  present  splendid  Gothic  edifice  of  finely  dressed  grey 
granite  was  erected  from  designs  by  the  late  Archibald  Simp- 
son.   The  builder's  contract  amoimted  to  £21,420. 

The  buildings  are  most  extensive,  and  contain  admirable 
class-rooms,  public  hall,  library,  museum,  and  other  apart- 
ments. The  foundation  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  on  the 
18th  October  1837,  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  then 
Chancellor  of  the  University,  attended  by  the  principal,  nobility, 
gentlemen,  clergy,  and  professors,  and  all  the  public  bodies, 
and  a  number  of  citizens  in  grand  procession. 

The  museum  in  the  College  contains  numerous  specimens  in 
the  several  departments  of  natural  history  and  articles  of  curi- 
osity. The  observatory,  which  was  erected  in  1826,  contains  a 
transit  instrument,  an  astronomical  quadrant,  a  universal  equa- 
torial and  clock,  and  several  other  instruments  of  great  value. 
The  College  possesses  a  number  of  fine  paintings  by  Jameson, 
and  these  are  portraits  of  Sir  Paul  Menzies,  Sir  Robert  Gordon, 
Dr.  Andrew  Johnston,  and  Andrew  Cant  There  are  also  por- 
traits of  the  Royal  Stuart  Family,  and  of  Earl  Marischal,  the 
founder,  the  last  Earl,  and  his  brother,  Field-Marischal  Keith, 
Bishop  Burnett,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

The  library  contains  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  consisting 
of  a  number  of  works  of  the  Fathers  in  vellum  MS.,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas ;  the  librarv  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Keid,  A.M.,  Latin  secretary  to  King  James  Vl.  The 
ancient  Romish  Service-Book  presented  by  Bishop  Burnett  of 
Salisbury,  and  several  MSS.,  breviaries,  missals,  &c.,  ornamented 
with  miniature  paintings.  In  1782,  the  Earl  of  Bute,  then 
Chancellor  of  the  College,  presented  about  1,400  volumes,  and 
afterwards  it  was  enriched  by  the  libraries  of  Sir  William 
Fordyce,  and  of  Professor  Donaldson,  and  a  large  niunber  of 
valuable  works  acquired  by  donations  and  subscriptions. 

In  front  of  the  college  stands  a  handsome  obelisk,  built  of 
polished  Peterhead  granite,  which  was  erected  in  1860,  in 
memory  of  Sir  James  McGregor,  M.D.,  Bart.,  who  died  in  1858. 

Oordon's  Hospital  was  founded  by  Robert  Gordon,  mer- 
chant and  burgess  of  the  City,  for  the  maintenance  and  edu- 
cation of  boys  of  indigent  parents,  and  for  putting  them  to 
trades  and  employments.  The  founder  died  m  1732,  leaving 
property,  chiefly  personal,  equal  in  value  to  £10,300,  which  he 
left  to  the  Provost,  Baillies  and  Council,  along  with  "  the  town's 
four  ministers,  as  his  sole  and  only  executors ; "  and  directed 
the  money  which  he  left  "  to  be  employed  for  erecting  and 
maintaining  an  Hospital,  to  be  called  in  all  succeeding  genera- 
tions, Rubcit  Gordon's  Hospital,  founded  by  his  appointment, 
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for  educating  indigent  children." — ^The  ground  on  which  the 
Hospital  stands,  formerly  the  property  of  the  Blackfriars,  and 
partly  to  Jean  Guild's  mortification,  was  purchased  bv  the 
founder,  and  soon  after  his  death,  the  governors  built  the 
Hospital  jfrom  a  plan,  according  to  Douglas,  "  presented  to  the 
town  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  James  Gibbs,  a  citizen  of  Aberdeen," 
who  was  architect  of  the  Radcliffe  Library  at  Oxford;  the 
church  of  St  Martin's  in  the  fields ;  St.  Mary's-le-Strand,  Lon- 
don ;  and  of  the  west  church  in  Aberdeen,  The  edifice  was 
finished  in  1739,  and  it  cost  X3,300 ;  but  as  the  expense  of  the 
building  had  materially  encroached  on  the  funds  of  the  trust, 
it  was  not  opened  till  1750  (except  that  during  the  rebellion  of 
1746,  it  was  used  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  men  as  Bar- 
racks), by^which  time  "  the  stock  was  made  up,"  the  funds  had 
accumulated  to  X14,000,  after  deducting  the  expense  of  the 
building,  and  the  Hospital  was  opened  with  30  boys.  In  1841, 
there  were  150  inmates,  on  the  foimdation,  and  in  1872  there 
were  about  180. 

In  1816,  the  fiinds  of  the  Hospital  were  largely  augmented  by 
the  munificent  bequest  of  the  late  Alexander  Simpson  of 
CoUyhill,  who  conveyed  to  the  principal,  and  professors  of 
3ianschal  (College,  and  the  four  ministers  of  AJberdeen,  his 
lands  of  Upper  Crichie,  in  the  parish  of  Old  Deer,  and  of  Bar- 
rack in  New  Deer,  for  the  benefit  of  sons  and  grandsons  of 
decayed  burgesses.  When  the  funds  of  the  Collyhill  trust 
became  ayaifible,  in  1834,  two  new  wings  were  added  to  the 
Hospital,  which  cost  £14,000,  and  40  boys  are  now  maintained 
on  this  foundation,  for  which  the  trustees  pay  the  annual 
average  cost  of  maintenance  (£26  16s.  9d.),  tor  boys  in  the 
institution. 

The  principal  building  is  about  86  feet  long,  and  40  feet  in 
width,  and  consists  of  tnree  stories,  with  pediments  in  front 
(and  on  the  two  wings),  with  large  central  staircase,  and  a 
handsome  spire  on  the  roof  of  the  centre  of  the  main  building. 
A  niche  above  the  south  entrance,  contains  a  white  marble 
statue  of  the  foimder,  with  a  female  figure  on  his  left  suckling 
an  infant,  and  two  naked  children  at  her  feet  In  the  large 
hall  of  the  Hospital,  which  is  on  the  second  floor,  there  is  a  full 
length  portrait  of  the  founder,  with  a  scroll  in  his  hand,  and  in 
the  public  school  an  original  quarter  length. 

In  the  charter  room  of  the  institution  there  is  a  very  good 
collection  of  ancient  British  coins  and  medals,  which  belonged 
to  the  founder. 

In  1772,  the  trustees  were  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter,  and 
the  office-bearers  of  the  Hospital,  under  the  governors,  are  a 
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head  master  (resident),  three  masters,  writing,  drawing,  and 
music  teachers,  a  drill  master,  a  physician,  clerk  or  factor,  and 
a  treasurer.  The  boys  are  instructed  in  English  reading,  gram- 
mar, writing,  and  arithmetic,  geography,  book  keeping,  Latin, 
and  French.  The  age  at  which  the  boys  are  admitted,  is  from 
nine  to  12,  and  the  average  period  of  their  remaining  in  the 
Hospital  is  five  years,  and,  as  a  rule,  no  boy  is  permitted  to 
remain  after  he  is  16  years  of  age.  By  a  special  clause  in  the 
foimder's  deed  it  is  enjoined  that  youug  men  who  have  been 
educated  in  the  Hospital,  and  who  may  afterwards  acquire  or 
succeed  to  a  fortune,  shall  repay  4,000  merks  (£216  13s.  4d) 
to  the  institution,  which  has  oeen  done  only  in  a  few  cases, 
although  many  have  attained  to  competence  and  even  affluent 
circumstances  through  the  benefits  of  the  education  they  re- 
ceived in  the  Hospital  Latterly,  the  area  of  selection  has  oeen 
extended  from  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  Burgesses  of  Guild, 
to  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  persons  in  iTuligent  circum- 
stances— "  decayed  inhabitants  of  the  town  generally." 

ABSTRACT  OF  ACCOUNTS,  YEAR  ENDING,  OCTOBER  1872. 

Ituxnne. 
Free  Rents  of  the  Lands  of  Drumbreck  and  Orchardtown,  crop 


J  871, 

Free  Rents  of  tlie  Lands  of  Towie,  crop  1871, 
Do.  the  Lands  of  Findon,  crop  1871, 

Do.  Heritages  in  Aberdeen,     . 

Income  from  Casual  Keceipts 

Board  of  40  Boys'  from  CoUyhill  Tmsteee, 


£1,955    9  9i 

2,332  14  7 

21  13  ~ 

182    5 

45    8  1 

1,073  10  8 


Total  Revenue, £5,611    1  Hi 

Expendiiurt, 

Housekeeping,  Accounts,  &c,     .  £2,789    5  9 

Apprentice  Fees, 144    0  0 

Allowance  to  Boys'  after  Apprenticeship,    .  100    0  0 

Salaries,  &c., 1,296  17  8 

Total  Expenditure, £4^353    3    5 


Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure,    .        .         £1,257  18    6^ 

TIt£  Royal  Infirmary. — The  Infirmary  was  instituted  in  the 
year  1739,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Magistrates  and  Council, 
for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor.  In  1740,  the  foundation  of  the 
building  was  laid ;  the  principal  part  was  opened  in  1742,  for 
the  reception  of  patients;  but,  in  1746,  the  patients  were 
displaced,  and  the  hospital  filled  with  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  army.  Soon 
after  this  interruption  ceased,  and,  as  the  hospital  was  depen- 
dent for  support  on  annual  contributions,  and  the  number  of 
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applicants  gradually  increased,  as  the  objects  of  it  were  fUUy 
appreciated,  funds  were  provided  by  donations,  legacies,  and 
annual  subscriptions,  which  for  the  year  1872  amounted  to — 

Interest  on  Money, £100  10    2 

Free  Rental  of  Landfl  of  Ekick, .        .        .   £184    6    0 
Free  Rental  of  Landi  of  Towie, .        .        .  1,313    2  11 

Spa  Street  Feus 27  11    6 

f^  at  WoodBide, 4    8    0 

Rental  of  Honae  in  Aberdeen,    .  19    3 


1,530  17    8 


£555  10    6 

Dcnatioiia, 762    1  10 

Annual  Sabscriptions,                                  .      168  12  10 
Bequests, 20    0    0 

1,506    4    4 

Medical  Students'  Hospital  Tickets, 289  10    0 

Board  of  Panper  Patiente, 192  19    6 

Established  Church  Collections,  .    £739    7    9 

Free  Church  CoUectiona,   .        .        .        .      291  18    5 
&)isoopal  Church  Collections,    .  .      150    4    6 

United  Presbyterian  Church  Collections,  .        32  18    4 
Congregational  and  other  Collections,  38  14    6 

1,253    3    6 


Income, £4,873    5    2 

Expenditure,  .        .         £4,367  18    5 

Income  over  Expenditure,  £605    6    9 

NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS,  AND  RESULTS  OF  TREATMEOT  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1872. 

Patients  remaining  in  Hospital  1st  January  1872,  .        151 

Patients  admitted  since, 1,578 


Total  number  treated, 1,729 

Of  these  have  been  cured, 944 

Do.  do.        relieved,       .        .        .        .359 

Do.  do.        discharged  as  unfit,  &a,       .  169 

Do.      have  died, 120 

Remaining  Ist  January  1873,     ....  137 


Total,      ....        1,729 


Medical 


852     / 

}  Total,  1,729 
877     \ 


Males,     .      464 

Females,.      388 

an«n«.i  .*-«i  Males,    .      521 

Surgical  cases,  }  Females,.      365; 

Average  number  in  Hospital,  ....  130 
Highest  number  at  28th  January,  .  .  .  159 
Lowest  number  at  11th  August,  .        .111 

Oat  Patients,  Medical  and  Surgical,  supplied  with  Advice  and  Medicine,  990 

Do.         in  the  Eye  Department,            do.            do.            do.  403 

Do.         in  the  Ear  Department,            do.            do.            do.  52 

Do.         treated  by  Dentist,                   do.            do.            do.  419 

Total  Out  Patients, 1,864 

Deaths  in  Medical  Cases,     98.  Average,     1  in    9.68. 

Deaths  in  Surgical  Cases,    22.  Average,     1  in  39.80. 
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The  building  of  1740-41  cost  £584,  and  was  capable  of 
accommodatinff  40  patients,  but,  as  the  funds  subscribed  were 
exhausted  in  tlie  building,  "  the  directors  were  obliged,  fironr 
the  very  first,  to  borrow  money  for  the  furnishings  of  the  house, 
and  fitting  up  the  apartments  properly  for  the  reception  of 
patients."*  An  east  wing  was  added  to  the  building  in  the 
year  1753,  which  cost  £495 ;  and  in  1760,  the  west  wing  was 
added,  which  cost  £477,  and  these  two  wings  were  capable  of 
receiving  48  patients.  In  1773,  a  Royal  Chwler  was  ootained, 
and  the  management  is  now  vested  in  certain  of  the  Magistrates ; 
the  professors  of  medicine  and  of  chemistry  in  Aberdeen  Uni- 
versity ;  the  moderator  of  the  synod  of  Aberdeen ;  the  member 
of  parliament  for  the  city ;  the  feldest)  member  of  parliament 
for  the  County;  the  president  of  tne  medico-chirurgical  society ; 
the  trustees  of  the  late  John  Burnett  of  Dens ;  the  trustees  of 
the  late  Dr.  James  Dun ;  all  for  the  time  being,  together  with 
life  managers,  individual  donors  to  the  extent  of  £50,  and 
individuals  named  by  those  bequeathing  a  like  sum ;  and  as 
annual  managers,  donors  to  the  extent  of  £5.  Fourteen  mana- 
gers are  annually  selected  from  various  bodies  of  the  inhabitants 
m  accordance  with  the  scheme  laid  down  in  the  charter ;  and 
also  managers  from  presbjrteries  and  churches,  for  one  year, 
from  date  of  appointment,  in  virtue  of  annual  collections,  also 
in  terms  of  the  charter. 

From  1760,  up  to  1820,  no  additions  of  consequence  were 
made  to  the  building,  but  in  the  latter  year,  two  new  wards 
were  added,  chiefly  for  the  recei)tion  of  lever  patients,  which 

Sermitted  the  old  fever  wards  to  be  added  to  the  apartments 
estiued  for  ordinary  cases.  These  two  wards  cost  £583,  and 
accommodated  22  patients.  But  the  managers  finding  it  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  accommodation,  boUi  for  fever  and  other 
complaints,  resolved,  in  1833,  to  erect  a  new  building  on  an 
enlarged  scale,  with  all  the  various  improvements  reauired  in 
the  construction  of  such  hospitals.  The  main  building  was 
completed  in  1836,  from  plans  by  the  late  Archibald  Simpson, 
at  a  cost  of  about  £9,000  ;  and  the  west  wing,  which  was 
set  apart  for  fever  patients,  cost  £5,500,  and  the  whole  number 
of  patients  which  the  house  could  contain,  exceeded  200. 
There  are  in  all  20  wards,  with  11  smaller  apartments,  and 
every  convenience  for  treating  cases  separately.  In  1872, 
nearly  £3,000  has  been  expended  in  building  new  fever  wards, 
which  is  said  to  be  a  "  very  necessary  and  comfortable  addition 
to  the  Infirmary." 
A  committee  of  managers  of  the  Infirmary  and   others 

*  Kise  and  Progress  of  the  Tnfinnary  of  Aberdceu,  published  in  1768. 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS.  107 

interested  in  the  formation  of  a  Convalescent  Hospital  in  con- 
nection with  the  institution,  have  funds  in  hand  to  the  amount 
of  X2,300,  for  the  purpose,  but  as  X3,000  will  be  required  to 
build  and  furnish  such  an  hospital,  practical  steps  have  been 
delayed  till  an  adeauate  sum  has  been  obtained.* 

Tte  ofiBcers  of  tne  Infirmary  are,  three  physicians,  a  con- 
sulting physician  and  resident  assistant,  the  physicians  being 
lecturers  on  clinical  medicine,  three  surgeons,  and  a  resident 
surgeon,  the  surgeons  being  lecturers  on  clinical  surgery,  an 
ophthalmic  surgeon,  a  dental  surgeon,  a  superintendent  and 
ai>othecary,  and  a  curator  of  hospital  museum ;  a  chaplain,  a 
fcctor  for  the  hospital  lands,  and  a  clerk  and  treasurer. 

LuTuUic  Asylum. — ^The  Lunatic  Asylum  is  connected  with 
the  Infirmary,  in  so  far  as  it  is  under  the  same  body  of  mana- 
gers. Previous  to  1799,  the  only  accommodation  provided  for 
this  unfortunate  class  in  Aberdeen,  was  some  cells  in  the 
Infirmary,  and  in  the  poor's  hospital,  but  in  that  year  a  build- 
ing was  erected  at  Barkmill,  capable  of  holding  50  patients. 
This  building  cost  £3,480,  of  which  the  Magistrates  contributed 
£1,120,  being  the  residue  of  the  estate  of  Baillie  Carrill,  and 
£500  left  by  Captain  Jolm  Cushnie,  on  condition  of  having 
right  to  nominate  10  l)auper  patients,  gratis  to  the  Asylum. 
Up  to  1819,  the  increasing  number  of  applicants  for  admission 
compelled  the  managers  to  erect  additional  buildings,  and  for 
this  purpose  they  purchased  about  three  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing tne  Barkmill  building,  on  which  was  erected  a  new  hospital, 
from  designs  by  the  late  Archibald  Simi)son,  wliich  cost  £13,135, 
the  greater  part  being  defrayed  by  the  munificent  bequest  of 
£10,000,  by  the  late  Jolm  Forbes,  Esq.  of  Newe.  In  1836,  the 
managers  purchased  about  11  acres  of  land  (Clerkseat),  which 
cost  £3,000,  and  laid  it  out  as  recreation  ground,  and  for  culti- 
vating various  kinds  of  garden  crops,  ana  employing  those  of 
the  inmates  who  were  capable  of  penorming  such  kind  of  work. 
Considerable  benefit  naving  been  found  to  arise  from  the 
extension  of  the  Asylum  ground,  the  managers  resolved  on  a 
further  extension ;  in  1859,  they  purchased  the  contiguous  pro- 
perty of  Elmhill,  for  the  sum  of  £7,500,  and  on  it  was  built  a 
very  extensive  Asylum,  quite  apart  from  the  other,  and  in  a  very 
desirable  situation.  The  Elmhill  Asylum  cost  £10,860,  and 
was  built  from  a  design  by  the  late  William  Ramage,  architect. 

*  We  are  informed  that  the  managers  have  now  purchased  the  house  and 
gronnda  of  Loch -head,  for  a  Convalescent  Hospital,  for  the  sum  of  £2,250,  free 
of  feu -duty.  The  ground  extends  to  about  three  acres,  and  lies  along  the 
lower  Stocket  road,  in  close  proximity  to  the  new  Victoria  Park,  and  to  the 
gronnds  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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MaleiL    Femalas.     ToUL 
Inmates  in  both  ABylams,  Slat  December,  1871,      202        225         427 
Do.  do.  da  1872,      208        228        436 

Income  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  year  ending  31st  March  1872,      £13,049  15     7 

Expenditure, £12,325    9    8 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure,  £724     5  11 

Income  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  year  ending  Slst  March  1873,  £12,626  5  O 
Expenditure, £13,025  19    0    -^— ^^^— - 

Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income,  .      £399  14     0 

The  resident  officers  of  the  institution  are,  a  physician  and 
superintendent,  two. medical  assistants,  a  house  steward,  a 
matron,  a  ladies'  companion,  and  a  housekeej)er  at  Elmhill. 
Non-resident,  a  consulting  physician,  a  chaplain,  a  clerk  and 
treasurer. 

Aasenibly  Rooms  and  Music  Hall, — ^The  foundation  stone  of 
the  Assembly  Rooms  was  laid  by  the  late  James,  Earl  Fife,  on 
the  26th  April,  1820.    The  building  was  erected  from  a  compe- 
titive design  of  the  late  Archibald  Simpson,  architect,  ana  it 
cost  £11,500.     It  contains  a  noble  suit  of  apartments,  consist- 
ing of  dining,  supper,  and  ball  rooms,  billiard  rooms,  cloak 
rooms,  and  keeper's  apartmenta    The  main  building  is  a  little 
retired  off  Union  Street,  and  the  principal  entrance  is  bv  a 
flight  of  steDS,  and  portico,  with  seven  handsome  Ionic  pillars 
in  front     Tliis  splendid  edifice  was  erected  by  subscription, 
but  as  the  speculation  did  not  turn  out  to  be  a  paying  one,  it 
was  sold  in  1858,  to  the  Music  Hall  Company  (limited),  who 
added  the  Music  Hall  to  the  Golden  Square  frontage  of  the 
Assembly  Rooms.    The  Music  Hall  which  is  capable  of  accom- 
modating an  audience  of  between  4,000  and  5,000,  was  inagu- 
rated  by  H.  R  H.  Prince  Albert,  on  the  14th  September,  1859, 
when  itis  Royal  Highness,  as  president  of  the  British  Associa- 
tion, delivered  an  opening  address  to  the  members,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  visit  of  the  Association  to  Aberdeen. 

The  Barracks. — The  Infantry  Barrack,  situated  on  the  Castle- 
hill,  was  built  in  1796,  and  is  capable  of  accomodating  500 
men.  It  is  a  plain  oblong  three  storied  building,  with  two 
wings,  and  contains  the  usual  accommodation  for  troops,  with 
an  hospital  on  the  Heading  hill,  which  is  detached  from  the 
BarracK  building. 

i  he  Militia  Barrack  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  King 
Street,  at  Love-lane.  This  building  was  erected  a  few  years 
ago,  at  the  expense  of  the  County,  and  contains  the  usual 
accommodation  for  quartering  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Aber- 
deenshire Highlanders.  The  building  partakes  somewhat  of  the 
old  Scottish  castellated  style  of  architecture,  it  is  quadrilateral 
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in  form,  and  the  principal  entrace  is  through  an  archway  from 
King  Street. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  Aberdeen  Rifle  Volunteers  are  in  a 
huilJing  which  is  situated  between  Blackfriars  Street  and  the 
Woohnan-hill,  and  has  entrances  from  both  these  streets.  It 
contains  a  large  drill  hall,  with  balcony  for  band,  and  keeper's 
apartments.  The  Aberdeen  Artillery  Volunteers  have  their 
head  quarters  and  drill  hall,  on  the  site  of  the  old  poultry 
market,  and  the  entry  to  it  is  from  Queen  Street. 

The  head  quarters  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Constalmlary  Force 
have  now  got  accommodation  in  the  Lodge  Walk  portion  of 
the  old  record  office  buildings. 

The  fix)nt,  or  King  Street  part  of  the  old  record  offices,  was 
recently  purchased  Dy  the  Inland  Revenue  department  of  the 
&Dard  ot  Trade,  from  the  Commissioners  of  Supply,  and  has 
been  fitted  up  as  Government  offices  for  the  Excise,  the  Asses- 
sors for  the  City  and  the  County,  and  for  the  collection  of 
Imperial  Taxes,  and  the  distribution  of  Stamps,  all  imder  one 
root 

The  Post  Office,  which  is  situated  at  the  top  of  Market  Street, 
exhibits  an  elegant  structure  of  finely  worked  grey  OTanite,  and, 
although  a  modem  building,  especially  erected  for  the  pur- 
fiose,  within  the  past  35  years,  it  is  now  found  to  be  too  small 
for  the  trade  of  the  place.  About  12  months  ago  the  Post- 
master General  purchased  from  the  City  corporation,  the  site  of 
the  old  fish  market,  at  the  bottom  of  Market  Street,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  new  Post  Office.  Plans  of  the  building 
Lave  been  matured  for  some  time,  and  tenders  for  executing 
the  work  received,  but  a  question  arose  as  to  the  expense  as 
between  granite  and  freestone.  It  is  now  understood,  tnat,  with 
some  alterations  on  the  exterior  part  of  the  building,  native 
granite  will  be  adopted.  The  entire  cost  of  the  new  building, 
including  the  price  paid  for  the  site,  is  estimated  to  be  about 
£15,000. 

7%€  Custom  House  is  situated  on  Regent  Quay,  a  little  east 
of  the  bottom  of  Marischal  Street.  It  is  a  very  old  and  unpre- 
tending looking  building. 

ihe  Harbour  Treasurer's  Ojffice  stands  on  the  Dock  waU, 
above  the  Marischal  Street  swing  bridge.  It  looks  hke  a  tem- 
porary brick  shed,  plastered  oyer  and  painted  yellow,  and  its 
surroundings  are  an  abomination  to  all  who  have  occasion  to 
pass  it 

The  Old  Theatre  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Marischal 
Street,  and  in  its  day,  was  called  an  "  elegant  building." 

The  New  Theatre  and  Opera  House  is  situated  on  the  north 
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side  of  Guild  Street,  half-way  between  the  bottom  of  Market 
Street,  and  the  Denburn  valley  railway  bridge.  It  was  built 
by  a  Joint  Stock  Company  (limited),  having  a  capital  of  £7,000, 
and  opened  in  December  1872.  The  two  side  walls,  the 
interior  and  north  gable  walls  are  built  of  concrete.  The  Guild 
Street  front  is  built  chiefly  with  light  grey  granite,  which  is 
relieved  (?)  by  red  sand-stone  string  courses,  with  alternating 
window  arch  stones  of  the  same  material,  and  poUshed  Peter- 
head granite  pillars  dividing  the  principal  entrance  doors  and 
shop  fronts,  which  gives  the  street  elevation  a  rather  speckle<l 
appearance,  not  inaptly  styled  by  some  critics,  as  being  that  of 
the  short-horned  Gothic. 

The  Joint  Railway  Station,  near  Guild  Street,  is,  in  len^h, 
over  600  feet,  and  100  feet  in  width,  with  immensely  hi^h  side 
walls,  surmounted  by  a  semi-circuhu*  iron  girder  roof,  which  is 
over-topped  by  a  flattish  ridge  ventilating  roof,  which  runs  the 
whole  length  of  the  building.  On  the  east  side,  the  Station 
house  is  flanked  by  a  row  of  diminutive  looking  irregular  out- 
lined buildings,  which  are  occupied  as  offices,  entrance  gateways, 
waiting,  luggage,  and  refreshment  rooms.  Originally  both  ends 
of  the  Station  were  left  open,  nearly  from  bottom  to  top,  but 
latterly  they  have  been  boxed  up,  or  rather  down,  to  within 
locomotive  neight  of  the  rails,  which  is  said  to  be  a  very  great 
improvement  on  the  original  plaa 

Medical  Hall. — ^The  Medico-chirurgical  Society's  Hall  stands 
on  the  west  side  of  King  Street,  near  to  the  north  parish 
church,  and  was  built  after  a  design  by  the  late  Arcnibald 
Simpsoa  The  building  was  completea  in  1820,  and  cost 
£2,000.  In  front  of  the  edifice  is  an  elegant  portico,  with  four 
Ionic  pillars  about  27  feet  in  height,  but  the  original  plan  con- 
templated two  wings,  which  have  not  been  built  The  ouilding, 
which  is  constructed  of  grey  granite,  contains  a  handsome  hall, 
a  library,  reading  room,  museum,  laboratory,  and  apartments 
for  the  nousckeei)er. 

The  Society  was  instituted  in  1789,  by  a  few  gentlemen,  for 
the  purpose  of  mutual  instruction  on  the  various  branches  of 
the  science,  and  amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these,  and  of 
its  benefactors,  was  the  late  Sir  James  McGregor,  Bart,  Director- 
general  of  the  army  Medical  department,  who,  in  order  to 
protect  their  property,  and  have  a  convenient  place  to  hold 
their  meetings  in,  commenced  a  subscription  in  1809,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  medical  halL  During  the  collection  of  the 
building  fund,  and  while  the  society  had  acquired  books  and 
other  j)roperty  to  a  considerable  amount,  it  was  resolved  to 
invest  it  m  trustees,  and  in  1815,  a  deed  was  drawn  up,  vest- 
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ing  the  property  in  the  principal  and  professors  of  Marischal 
College. 

The  library  contains  upwards  of  4,000  volumes,  besides  dis- 
ertations  and  tracts  on  medical  subjects,  and  it  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  the  one  called  "  the  library  of  reference,"  the  other 
"  the  library  of  circulation,"  and  its  means  of  support  are  the 
contributions  of  members,  and  private  donations.  The  museum 
contains  a  fair  collection  of  specimens  in  natural  and  patholo- 
gical anatomy,  and  other  preparations  in  various  departments 
of  natural  history. 

The  members  of  the  society  are  divided  into  three  classes — 
1st,  iunior  members,  students  of  medicine ;  2nd,  ordinary 
memDers,  medical  practitioners  in  the  City,  and  elsewhere ;  and 
3rd,  honorary  members,  gentlemen  of  eminent  reputation  in 
this  country  and  abroad.  In  the  hall  of  the  building,  are 
placed  sevend  portraits  of  the  founders  and  benefactors  of  the 
Society,  that  oi  Sir  James  M'Gregor  being  most  worthy  of  notice. 

Society  of  Advocates, — ^The  Procurators  before  tne  Sheriff 
and  Commissary  Courts  of  Aberdeen,  have  from  time  imme- 
morially  been  styled  Advocates.  In  1777,  they  received  a 
Crown  Charter  of  Incorporation,  and  another  in  1799,  and 
another  in  1862,  conferrmg  enlarged  powers  of  management 
upon  the  Society. 

In  the  year  1685  the  Society  commenced  a  fund  for  aiding 
indigent  members  and  widows,  and  orphans  of  deceased  mem- 
bers. The  Society  lately  had  a  spacious  hall  in  Union  Street, 
but  have  disposed  of  it,  and  erected  more  extensive  and  suit- 
able premises,  fitted  up  in  a  very  handsome  and  costly  style — 
behind  and  connecting  with  the  new  court  houses. 

The  Society  possesses  a  valuable  library  in  the  departments 
of  law  and  general  literature,  which  is  open  to  the  n*ee  use  of 
members  and  their  apprentices,  and  is  Kept  up  by  contribu- 
tions of  entrant  members,  apprentices,  and  annual  payments 
by  the  former. 

County  and  Municipal  Buildings. — For  many  years  back, 
the  accommodation  for  court  house  purposes  was  found  to  be 
too  limited,  and  otherwise  defective.  It  became  necessary  to 
provide  additional  accommodation,  and  accordingly,  in  1861, 
It  was  resolved  to  erect  a  new  court  house.  Designs  for  the 
new  building  were  obtained,  in  competition,  from  three  archi- 
tects ;  but  before  the  work  was  begun,  it  was  proposed  by  I^ord 
Provost  Anderson,  as  there  were  no  proper  Cfounty  and  Muni- 
cipal Buildings  in  Aberdeen,  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  building  of  a  new  court  house  afforded,  for 
the  erection  of  County  and  Municipal  Buildings  ako ;  and  a 
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scheme  was  matured,  whereby  it  was  proposed  to  erect  one 
large  building,  combining  court  house,  County  and  municipal 
accommodation. 

A  site  was  obtained  for  the  combined  building,  at  the  cjast 
end  of  Union  Street,  and  in  Castle  Street,  having  a  frontage  to 
both  these  streets,  and  to  Broad  Street,  the  back  of  the  build- 
ing looking  to  the  prisons,  the  Advocates'  new  hall,  and  to  some 
property  of  an  inferior  description.  The  site  comprehends  the 
space  formerly  occupied  by  the  old  court  house,  the  town 
house,  and  other  property  along  Union  Street  to  Broad  Street, 
including  the  Huxter  Row.  Plans  were  obtained  from  Messrs. 
Peddie  and  Kinnear,  architects,  Edinburgh,  the  successful 
competitors  under  the  first  court  house  scheme.  The  build- 
ing IS  now  completed  at  a  cost  of  about  £50,000,  exclusive  of 
the  cost  of  the  site,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  modem  structures 
of  which  Aberdeen  can  boast 

In  the  building,  as  arranged,  the  right  hand  portion  to  Castle 
Street  is  used  by  the  court  house,  and  County  officials,  and 
the  left  hand  portion,  fronting  Union  Street,  by  the  Town  offi- 
cials, and  the  Broad  Street  portion  by  the  Police  Commissioners. 
Part  of  the  accommodation  in  the  town's  portion  of  the  build- 
ing is  let  as  private  chambers  for  business  purposes.  Tlie 
centre  of  the  ground  floor  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  the 
entrance  to  the  court  rooms  at  the  back  of  the  building. 
From  the  landing  of  this  flis^ht — double  flights  of  stairs— one 
on  each  hand,  lead  to  a  large  hall,  occupying  the  centre  portion 
of  the  building  in  the  upper  floor,  to  be  used  jointly  for  Town 
and  County  purposes.  Tnis  hall  has  an  open  timber  roof,  and 
is  finished  with  oak  panneling  round  the  walls. 

The  elevations  to  Union  Street  and  Broad  Street  are  four 
stories  in  height,  while  the  back  portion  is  only  two  stories 
high.  The  style  adopted  is  a  variety  of  the  Scottish  architec- 
ture of  the  sixteenth  century.  The  front  elevations  show  on 
the  ground  floor  an  arcade  having  massive  columns  at  inter- 
vals of  about  12  feet,  supporting  eliptical  arches,  and  immedi- 
ately above  this  is  a  mezzanine  floor  naving  small  columns  with 
moulded  bases  and  capitals  flanking  the  windows.  The  third 
and  fourth  storey  windows  are  square  and  segmental  headed, 
all  deeply  splayed. 

The  great  hall,  as  already  stated,  occupies  the  centre  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  building,  and  the  windows  of  it,  five  in 
number,  form  a  very  prominent  feature  in  the  elevation  to 
Union  Street  They  are  carried  through  two  stories  in  height, 
divided  by  mullions,  and  have  the  heads  filled  with  simple 
Gothic  tracery.    The  building  is  surmounted  by  a  bold  cormce, 
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with  parapet,  and  the  high  pitched  roof  studded  with  dormer 
wiudows  and  finished  on  the  ridge  with  an  iron  cresting.  The 
m:it4?rial  used  in  the  erection  of  the  building  is  that  of  grey 
granite  from  the  Kemnay  quarries,  about  15  miles  from  the  City. 

Originally  it  was  not  mtended  to  interfere  with  the  old  tower 
at  Lodge  Walk,  on  the  east  end  of  the  building,  which  was  faced 
up  about  the  beginning  of  this  century  in  the  style  of  Gothic 
then  in  vogue  ;  but,  for  the  harmony  of  the  building,  it  was 
found  desirable  in  the  course  of  the  operations  to  rebuild  this 
tower,  which  has  been  so  successfully  accomplished  that  it 
might  be  supposed  to  form  part  of  the  original  design.  This 
tower  is  still  surmounted  by  its  old  wooden  spire,  which  now 
seems  to  be  the  only  incongruity  about  the  building,  as  it  rises 
to  a  height  of  only  130  feet.  Whereas  the  great  tower  at  the 
comer  of  Union  Street  and  Broad  Street,  which  is  the  principal 
feature  of  the  building,  rises  to  a  height  of  200  feet.  The  en- 
trance to  the  municipal  portion  of  the  building  is  through  the 
latter  tower,  which  is  supplied  with  an  illuminated  clock,  show- 
ingthe  time  on  its  four  laces,  and  with  a  peal  of  bells. 

The  total  frontage,  to  Union  Street  and  Castle  Street,  is  about 
225  feet,  and  to  Broad  Street,  about  109  feet,  and  the  height  to 
the  parapet,  64  feet 

The  dimensions  of  the  principal  rooms,  wliich  have  been 
contributed  to  us  by  the  architects,  are  as  follows — Court  House 
50'.4'x37'.0',  and  31'.6''  high.  Small  Sheriff  Court  Room 
2«'.3'x  24'.4^  and  IG'.O"  higk  Baillie  and  PoUce  Court  Room 
31'.0'x24'.6',  and  17'.0"  high.  Great  HaU  74'.0"  x  35'.0",  and 
oV.QT  high.  And  the  Town  Hall,  in  the  tower,  41'.0"  x  25'.6", 
and  15'.0"  high. 

Market  Building. — This  building  was  erected  in  1840,  by  a 
Joint  Stock  Company,  who  purchased  a  large  number  of  worth- 
less houses  and  other  property  between  Union  Street  and 
Trinity  Quay,  and  between  the  Putachie-side  bridge  and  the 
(ireen,  on  which  they  constructed  Market  Street,  Hadden 
Street,  and  others,  ana  erected  the  Market  Buildings,  which 
stand  parallel  to  Union  Street  This  building  is  a  parallelo- 
gram, with  a  semi-circular  end  to  the  Green,  and  measures 
al>out  300  feet  long  by  110  feet  wide.  The  building  consists  of 
a  basement  floor,  and  the  chief  entries  to  it  are  from  the  Green, 
and  Hadden  Street  The  principal  market  floor  stands  a  few 
feet  higher  than  the  level  of  Market  Street,  and  the  chief  en- 
trance to  it  is  from  that  Street,  and  by  a  side  entrance  from 
Union  Street  Galleries  are  carried  all  round  the  building,  and 
the  approach  to  them  is  by  inside  flights  of  stairs,  right  and 
left  ot  the  Market  Street  entrance,  and  the  whole  building  has 
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an  open  timber  roof.  The  Green  end  of  the  basement  floor  is 
occupied  chiefly  as  a  fish  market,  the  other  parts  of  it  next 
Market  Street  being  occupied  as  vaults  for  storing  ^oods.  The 
whole  of  the  central  space  on  the  principal  floor  is  occupied 
with  vegetable  and  fruit  stalls,  and  the  side  stalls  under  the 
galleries,  which  are  supported  by  rather  heavy  sauare  stone 
pillars,  being  occupied  as  butchers*  stalls,  for  the  sale  of  killed 
meat,  the  ralleries  being  occupied  as  book  stalls,  and  for  the 
sale  of  small  wares.    In  the  centre,  and  west  end  of  the  princi- 

Eal  floor,  there  is  a  very  handsome  fountain  of  polished  Peter- 
ead  granite,  and  a  very  fine  flight  of  granite  steps,  which  leads 
down  to  the  fish  market.  The  only  drawback  on  the  whole 
building,  is  the  Market  Street  entrance,  the  inconvenience  of 
which  might  have  been  obviated,  had  the  architect  of  the 
building  kept  the  roof  of  the  basement  floor  two  or  three  feet 
lower,  which  would  have  brought  the  principal  floor  of  the 
building  more  on  a  level  with  Market  Street,  and  detracted 
nothing  from  the  value  of  the  basement  floor  as  it  is  now 
occupied. 

Banks,  and  BaiiJc  Agencies, 

The  oldest  native  institution  of  this  kind  is  the  Town  and 
Countv  Bank,  which  was  established  in  1826,  with  a  paid  up 
capital  of  about  £100,000,  now  stands  in  Union  Street,  near  the 
corner  of  St.  Nicholas  Street,  and  the  Queen's  statue.  The 
North  of  Scotland  Bank,  also  a  native  Bank,  was  established  in 
1836,  with  a  paid  up  capital  of  about  £200,000,  and  it  stands  in 
Castle  Street,  at  the  corner  of  King  Street,  in  a  building  of  high 
architectural  merit,  designed  by  the  late  Archibald  Simpson, 
The  partners  in  these  two  native  Banks  are  numerous,  and  by 
means  of  their  branch  agencies,  they  supply  capital  to  almost 
every  seat  of  industry  t&oughout  tne  north-eastern  parts  of 
Scotland 

Of  Bank  Agencies,  we  have  the  Union  Bank  of  Scotland,  in 
the  premises  in  Castle  Street,  formerly  the  Aberdeen  Bank,  the 
National  Bank,  also  in  Castle  Street,  the  Commercial  Bank, 
and  the  British  Linen  Company  Bank,  both  in  King  Street,  the 
Bank  of  Scotland  in  Union  Street,  the  Royal  Bank  in  Union 
Street  West,  and  the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank  in  Market  Street. 

InsuraTice  Companies  and  Agencies. 

We  have  two  native  Insurance  Companies  of  long  and  hi^h 
standing,  the  Scottish  Provincial,  originally  the  Aberdeen  Fire 
and  Life,  established  in  1826 ;  and  the  Northern,  which  was 
established  in  1836,  and  about  80  agencies  for  various  Scotch 
and  English  Insurance  Companies. 
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In  1815  a  Savings'  Bank  was  institued,  and  after  under- 
going Tarious  forms  of  management,  it  is  now  conducted 
with  considerable  success,  on  the  national  plan,  in  the  bank's 
own  premises  in  Exchange  Street 

Newspapers. 

The  Aberdeen  Journal  was  established  in  1748,  and  is  the 
oldest  newspaper  published  north  of  the  Forth  It  was  first 
published  as  a  small  weekly  sheet  on  Tuesday,  then  on  Monday, 
and  subsequently  the  day  of  publication  was  altered  to  Wednes- 
day, on  which  day  it  continues  to  be  published.  In  1832,  The 
Aberdeen  Herald  succeeded  ITie  Aoerdeenfi  Chronicle,  which 
had  an  existence  of  about  20  years  previously.  The  Herald  is 
a  weekly  newspaper,  and  is  published  on  Saturday.  In  1853, 
TJte  Aberdeen  Free  Press  succeeded  The  Banner,  and  was  pub- 
lished as  a  Friday  weekly  paper  up  to  1872,  when  it  was 
published  as  a  four  page  daily  paper,  with  an  eight  page  weekly 
sheet,  which  is  published  on  Saturday.  Then  we  nave  Tne 
Xarthern  Advertiser,  a  four  page  sheet  published  every  Tues- 
day, with  a  gratis  circulation,  and  Toe  Weekly  News,  The 
People's  Journal,  The  People's  Friend,  and  several  other  small 
periodicals  pubUshed  either  weekly,  or  at  longer  intervals. 

Public  Libraries. 

Besides  the  Libraries  belonging  to  the  Medical  Society,  and 
the  Society  of  Advocates,  Marischal  College,  the  Free  dhurch 
College,  and  the  Library  of  the  Mechanics'  Institution,  there  are 
the  subscription  Libraries  belonging  to  Brown  and  Co.,  A.  and 
R  Milne,  WyUie  and  Son,  and  others. 

Markets. 

The  weekly  Market  for  the  sale  of  wain  and  other  farm  pro- 
duce, is  held  on  Friday,  in  the  Com  Exchange,  Hadden  Street, 
but  from  all  appearance  it  is  chiefly  held  in  tlie  street.  Friday 
Markets  are  also  held  in  Castle  Street,  for  the  sale  of  various 
commodities,  and  in  the  Green  for  the  sale  of  vegetables, 
poultry,  cheese,  butter,  and  eggs.  Wool  markets  are  held  in  the 
ureen,  in  the  last  week  of  June,  and  the  first  two  weeks  in  July. 
The  Timber  Market  is  held  in  Castle  Street,  on  the  last  Wea- 
nesday  in  August,  and  two  Hiring  Markets  on  the  second  Friday 
in  May,  and  November.  Besides  these,  and  within  the  burgh, 
Markets  for  the  sale  of  cattle  are  held  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday,  in  King  Street,  and  at  the  Bridge  of  Don,  on  the  1st 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  at  Mannofield,  on  the  2nd  Monday  of 
each  month,  and  at  Ruthrieston,  near  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  on  the 
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3rd  Monday  of  each  month.  Markets  for  the  sale  of  cattle  and 
horses  are  iield  at  the  Old  Town,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  April, 
and  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

Inns  and  Alehouses. 

There  are  six  principal  hotels  in  Aberdeen,  and  32  innkeepers, 

117  houses  licensed  for  the  sale  of  spirits,  &c.,  to  be  consumed 
on  the  premises,  and  about  260  shops  Ucensed  to  retail  spirits, 
wines,  porter  and  ales,  not  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises. 
There  are  two  distilleries  of  spirits,  and  12  breweries  oT  ale  and 
porter. 

Manufacturing  Establishments,  &c. 

The  principal  Manufacturing  Establishments  are  the  Broad- 
ford  works,  of  Richards  and  Co.,  with  their  bleachfiekls  at 
Rubislaw,  for  the  manufacture  and  bleaching  of  linen.  In  the 
Green,  there  is  the  manufacturing  establishment  of  Haddeu 
and  Sons,  who  have  a  branch  manufactory  at  Garlogie,  in  Skene, 
for  the  manufacture  of  worsted  and  woollen  yarns,  and  a  carpet 
weaving  establishment  at  Gordon's  Mills,  on  the  Doa  The 
Bannermill,  Robinson,  Grum,  and  Co.,  is  a  large  establishment 
for  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  "  One  of  the  most  extensive 
and  best  arranged  manufactories  in  the  kingdom."  There 
are  seven  large  iron  manufacturing  establishments,  where 
mechanical  engineering  is  carried  on,  some  of  them  building 
iron  screw  steamers.  There  are  several  wire  workei-s,  and 
manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements,  and  agents  for  those 
of  English  manufacture,  such  as  road  locomotives,  tlunshing, 
and  reaping  machines.  A  large  nimiber  of  people  of  both  sexes 
are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  the  principal  manu- 
factory bemg  that  of  Alexander  Pirie  and  Sons,  who  have  their 
head  establishment  at  Stoney  wood,  in  the  neighbouring  parish 
of  Newhills,  with  branches  at  the  Printfield  and  at  Poynerneuk, 
There  are  six  provision  curing  establishments  within  the 
municipality,  that  of  Hogarth  and  Co.,  in  College  Street,  being 
among  the  oldest  and  largest,  and  that  of  J.  T.  Morton's,  at 
Rosemount,  being  the  most  recently  established  In  the  manu- 
facture of  wincey  fabrics,  there  is  a  large  number  of  people 
employed,  Pratt  and  Keith  alone  employing  about  400. 

The  granite  stone  polishing  establisiiments  are  numerous, 
and  employ  many  thousand  hands,  in  the  various  works  in 
Aberdeen,  and  in  the  different  quarries  throughout  the  County, 
where  a  supply  of  the  rouffh  olocks  are  obtained  A  large 
quantity  of  dressed  granite  olocks  of  various  sizes,  along  >vith 
street  causeway,  and  foot  pavement  stones  are  annually  ex- 
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ported,  and  form  a  staple  commodity  for  exportation.  There 
are  two  brickmakinff  establishments  within  the  burgh,  where 
the  ordinary  kind  of  bricks,and  drainage  pipesare  manufactured. 

The  manufacturers  of  combs  employ  a  large  number  of 
hands,  and  in  the  well  appointed  estaolishment  of  Stewart  and 
Co.,  in  Hutcheon  Street,  this  branch  of  industry  is  carried  on 
to  a  large  extent,  and  with  the  most  "  ingenious  mechanical 
apjjliances  in  the  process  of  its  manufacture."  Shipbuilding, 
imich  includes  the  construction  of  iron  screw  steamers,  has 
l)ecome  an  important  branch  of  trade,  and  along  with  ship- 
building, rope,  twine,  and  sailmaking.  Tanning  and  curryinff 
hides,  chemical  manufactures,  soap  and  candlemaking,  oat  meal 
and  flour  milling,  form  important  branches  of  industry.  The 
importation  of  foreign  manures,  coal,  lime.  Esparto  grass  from 
Spain,  for  the  manumcture  of  paper,  Canadian  and  east  country 
timber,  and  of  grain  from  Arcnangel,  the  Baltic  and  the  Black 
Sea,  employ  a  large  fleet  of  vessels.  There  are  10  nm^serymen, 
six  of  whom  are  seedsmen,  about  30  merchants  who  deal  in 
grain,  and  three  Agricultural  Companies,  who  deal:  in  coal,  lime, 
artificial  manures,  cattle  feeding  stuft's,  and  also  in  grain. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  mention,  that 
within  tne  past  few  months,  a  Joint  Stock  Company  (limited), 
has  been  established  for  the  manufacture  of  Jute,  and  they 
have  secured  ground  for  building  their  manufactory  at  Frog- 
hall,  being  a  portion  of  the  ground  presently  occupied  by 
Cocker  and  Sons  as  a  nursery. 

Trades. 

The  Trades  Incorporations  of  Aberdeen  are  of  considerable 
antiquity,  and  were  at  one  time  protected  by  certain  statutes 
under  which  they  enjoyed  various  privileges  in  the  different 
crafts  to  which  they  belonged.  The  earliest  Trades  crafts  of 
which  information  can  be  obtained,  enumerate  the  Litsters,  the 
Hammermen,  the  Tailors,  the  Skinners,  the  Cordwainers,  the 
Barbers,  the  Wrights  and  Coopers,  and  the  Bakers ;  but  it  is 
uncertain  at  what  period  they  were  formed  into  a  joint  society. 
In  1587  the  deacon-convener  was  appointed,  along  with  others, 
to  arbitrate  between  the  Trades  and  the  Burgesses,  and  in  1610 
the  joint  Incorporated  Trades,  which  now  consist  of  the  Ham- 
mermen, the  Bjikers,  the  Wrights  and  Coopers,  the  Tailors,  the 
Shoemakers,  the  Weavers,  and  the  Fleshers,  instituted  a  fund 
for  the  relief  of  decjived  members.  In  1632,  Dr.  Guild,  one  of 
the  ministers  of  the  City,  and  patron  of  the  Trades,  founded  an 
hospital  for  poor  artificers  in  a  building  formerlv  occupitul  by 
the  Monks  ot  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  in  his  will,  dated  1655,  he 
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left  "  to  the  master  of  hospital,  deacon-convener  of  the  crafts 
of  Aberdeen,  &(^,  the  sum  of  OyOOO  rnerke  Scots  TTion^y"  .  .  .  "for 
the  entertAininff  of  three  poor  boys,  who  are  craftsmen's  sons, 
as  bursars  in  me  New  College  of  Aberdeen,  and  who  are  of 
good  engynes."  In  1771,  a  widows'  fund  was  instituted,  a 
small  payment  for  its  support  being  reserved  fh)m  the  payment 
of  entrant  members,  and  in  1816,  a  supplementary  fund  was  pro- 
jected, and  soon  afterwards  became  available.  In  subsequent 
i rears,  the  general  funds  of  the  Trades  have  been  annually,  and 
iberally  distributed  among  decaved  members,  widows,  and 
bursars  at  Marischal  College,  and,  besides  these  general  funds, 
each  Trade  has  its  own  and  peculiar  stock  and  property,  the 
revenues  from  which  being  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  indi- 
gent, or  superannuated  members,  widow8,and  orphans  connected 
with  it 

The  old  Trinity  Hall,  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  Market 
Street  improvements,  was  in  1845,  removed  from  the  west  end 
of  Shiprow,  and  a  new  Trades  Hall  built  in  Union  Street,  at 
the  south  east  comer  of  Union  Bridge.  The  new  building  is  a 
large  nondescript,  with  a  hall  and  two  shops  to  Union  Street ; 
but  it  has  one  tning  to  recommend  it,  and  that  is,  it  does  not  in 
the  least  obtrude  on  the  south  vista  of  Union  Bridge.  We  can- 
not say  so  much  in  favour  of  the  building  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Denburn,  now  in  course  of  beiuff  built.  The  gateway  of 
the  old  Trinity  Hall  was  erected  by  the  Trades,  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  for  their  patron,  and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  architecture. 
It  is  now  i)laced  at  tlie  school  entrance  of  the  new  building,  on 
the  Denburn  side  of  the  Green,  and  with  a  battered  sheet-iron 
door,  it  appears  to  be  subjected  to  all  manner  of  indignities 
and  mischief,  wliich  can  come  from  the  hands  of  the  thought- 
less. On  the  scroll  at  the  top  of  this  gateway  is  the  motto 
«  SOLI  DEO  GLORIE,"  and  on  the  base  of  the  scroU,  1632. 
Underneath  are  two  nude  figures  holding  a  scroll  on  which 
there  is  engraven, 

"TO  Y  GLORIE  OF  GOD.    AND.   COMFORT.    OF.   Y.   POOR.    THIS. 

HOWS.   WAS.   GIWEN.   TO.   Y.   CRAFTS.   BY  Mr.   WILLM.   GVILD. 

DOCTOVR  OF  DIVmiTIE,  MINISTER  OF.  ABD.  1633." 

The  panel  on  the  left  side  contains  the  arms  of  Dr.  Guild,  with 
the  letter  D  above  the  shield,  and  on  one  side  the  letter  W,  and 
on  the  other  the  letter  G,  and  underneath  FVNDATOR  The 
panel  on  the  right  hand,  contains  the  following  inscription— 

"HE-THAT-PITIETH-THE-POORLENDETH-TOTHE-LORD-ANDTHAT 
WHICH  HE-HATH-GIVEN  WILL-HE-REPAY-PRO.19-17." 

At  the  top  of  the  centre  panel  there  is 
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"  FUNDAVIT-GVIELM-R-SC0TT.1131," 
and  at  the  corners,  under  two  crowns,  the  letters,  G  K,  with 
a  shield,  and  the  Royal  Arms  of  Scotland,  also  surmounted  by 
&  crown. 

Pix>T  and  Parochial  FutuJs  of  St.  Nicholas  or  City  Pariah 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR,  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  I4th  MAY  187L 

£11,635  19    5 


Receipts  from  Asseasmenta,  .... 
IXx     from  Mortificatioiifl,  and  all  other 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered, 

Relief  of  Casnal  Poor, 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Law  Expenses, 

Repayment  of  Money  borrowed  on  security  of 
Qent, 


495    5    2 


£10,271  11  11 

441    5  2 

253    6  1 

1,375    5  0 

45    0  8 

26  12    5 


£12,131    4    7 


Balance  of  Expenditure  against  Receipts, 


£12,413    1    3 
£281  16    8 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  186L 


Pupuhtioo 
io 

vasL 

BcUeved  during  th«  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

CasoBlPoor. 

FktUOUB 

or 
Insane. 

SfAles. 

Females. 

TotoL 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

41,962 

475 

1,020 

1,495 

998 

384 

310 

607 

588 

168 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  8th 
and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  with  a  Classification  of  Rates 
uiK>n  Tenants  and  Occupants.  There  are  15  members,  or 
elected  managers  on  the  Board. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY  1871. 

£165  17    3J 

7    7    6 


Receipts  from  Assessments, 
Receipts  from  other  sources. 


Total  Receipts,   . 
Expenditure,  including  Salaries  &c., 


£188    9    Oi 


£173    4    9| 


Balance  of  Expenditure  against  Receipts, 


£15    4    29 
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STATISTICS. 


POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY  AND  BURGH  OF  ABERDEEN. 
1801  TO  1871. 


1801. 

181L 

1821. 

1831. 

184L 

186L 

1S61. 

1871. 

20,992 

34,640 

43,821 

56,681 

63,288 

71.793 

73,805 

88,125 

PARLIAMENTARY  CONSTITUENCY. 


Burgh  of  Aberdeen. 

Voters  on  Eoll 
1832-34. 

Voters  on  RoH 
18<>tH». 

Vote»i  on  Roll 
1872-7a. 

2,024 

8,.312 

14,258 

VALUATION  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  ABERDEEN  1872-73. 


PARISHES. 

Valuation  of  TAndH 
and  Heritages. 

Valuation  of 
Bailu-mys. 

Valuation  of 
Water  Worka. 

Total  Valuation. 

Aberdeen  or 
St.  Nicholas, 
Old  Machar,     . 
Banchory  De- 
venick,    . 

Total,    .     . 

£166,755    2    0 

141,132    1    9 

308    6    0 

£2,308    0    0 

5,189    0    0 

0    0    0 

£1,559    0    0 

2,077    0    0 

0    0    0 

£160,622    2    0 

148,398     1     9 

308    6    0 

£298,195    9    9 

7,497    0    0 

3,636    0    0 

£309,328    9    9 

ADDENDA. 
Parihb  ok  8t.  Nicholas,  Abkrdkrn. 
Page  e6.~Read,    And  the  Diva  of  the  Taixali,  or  the  Diva  in  Aberdeenshire,  but  be  takes  no 
notice  of  the  Don,  the  Aqua  Borcalt4i,  or  northern  river. 

Page  77.— AVw  Breakwater.  This  breakwater  pier  has  been  finiiihed  by  curtailing  its  orUpn- 
ally  Intended  length  150  feet.    It  is  now  only  1,0&0.  instead  of  1,200  feet 

Page  C8.— j1  rea  of  Parish,  The  area  of  St.  Nicholas  parish  is  sUted  to  be  G50  acres  ;  biit  to 
tills  tliero  fall  to  be  added  240  acres,  as  the  area  of  the  north  {lorish  which  is  stated  seiHU«t4;1y 
on  the  ordnance  maps.    The  whole  area  of  Hi.  Nicholas,  is,  therefore,  b90,  instead  of  050  acres. 
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II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

As  we  follow  men  in  their  various  migrations  from  the  central 
mass,  we  might  anticipate,  what  a  rfance  at  any  map  confirms, 
that  for  many  reasons  they  would  choose  the  place  of  their 
residence  on  tne  banks,  and  esjpecially-near  the  mouth  of  a  river. 
We  may  thus  easily  account  for  the  selection  of  the  site  of  the 
"  toun"  that  was  ultimately  to  culminate  in  the  city  of  Aberdeen- 

If  the  originators  were  the  outskirts  of  a  Caledonian  tribe, 
they  would  locate  themselves  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  that, 
sheltered  by  the  forest  of  the  Stocket  on  the  west,  and  by  the 
high  ground  on  the  north,  they  might  prosecute  fishing  both 
in  the  river  and  the  sea,  and,  ultimately  foUow  commercial 
pursuits  :  or,  if  they  were  afterwards  reinforced  or  superseded 
by  an  immigration  from  the  opposite  continent,  as  the  lan- 
guage and  tne  names  of  the  ancient  citizens  would  seem  to 
indicate,  they  would  be  directed  to  a  landing  place  where  the 
mouth  of  the  river  breaks  the  line  of  the  coast,  and  there 
establish  their  abode.  From  whatever  source,  however,  the 
earliest  inhabitants  may  have  been  drawn,  it  is  probable  that 
such  were  the  inducements  that  led  to  the  foundation  of 
Aberdeen,  but  at  what  period  the  nucleus  of  it  was  formed 
it  is  impossible  to  say. 

Our  reasoning  would  naturally  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  original  portion  of  the  village  would  be  that  which  lay 
nearest  the  sea,  and  that  this  would  be  followed  by  the  western 
and  northern  portions  on  the  higher  ground,  as  the  habitations 
of  the  artizans  and  merchants  who  would  gradually  arise  to 
supply  the  wants  of  their  neighbours  and  prosecute  exchange 
with  other  places. 

Whatever  tribe  of  the  European  Cdtce  may  first  have  peopled 
the  northern  parts  of  Britain,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  north- 
eastern regions  have  long  been  a  distinct  branch  of  the  Teutonic 
race  is  evident  from  the  earliest  traces  of  their  language  that 
we  possess;  and  the  peculiarity  of  their  dialect  in  substituting 
te  for  the  double  oo,  with  the  sound  of  the  French  u,  of  the 
South,  and  of  /  for  wh,  might  be  supposed  to  enable  philolo- 
jfists  to  trace  the  inhabitants  to  their  original  seat,  but  the 
attempt  has  not  yet  been  attended  with  much  success. 

We  meet  also  with  a  peculiar  phraseology  and  pronunciation 
amonc"  the  fishing  population,  who  uniformly  drop  the  aspirate, 
/«,  and  employ  not  a  few  technical  terms  that  are  evidently 
Danish.  Tnere  is  reason,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  those  who  liv^o 
in  tlic  ejisterii  extremity  of  the  town  and  prosecute  the  sea- 
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fishing  have  long  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  distinct  class  from 
the  burghers  that  occupied  those  parts  of  the  town  tliat  were 
erected  on  the  heights. 

In  attempting  to  trace  the  History  of  Aberdeen  from  the 
earliest  period  at  which  it  comes  into  notice,  we  have  recourse 
to  the  oldest  map  available. 

Ptolemy,  an  Alexandrian  philosopher,  who  flourished  about 
the  middle  of  the  second  century,  represented  in  his  map  of 
this  country  whatever  information  had  been  then  obtained,  and 
his  work  maintained  its  position  till  the  prosecution  of  mari- 
time discovery  in  the  fifteenth  century  exposed  its  errors.  With 
regard  to  Scotland,  it  is  peculiarly  incorrect,  for  the  length  of 
the  country  has  been  placed  at  right  angles  to  that  of  England, 
so  that  the  northern  extremity  points  to  the  east,  and,  conse- 
quently all  the  east  coast  is  exposed  to  the  south. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  from  such  a  map  that  the  correct  position 
of  places  can  be  ascertained ;  it  is,  however,  not  without  its  use. 
In  looking  to  the  district  more  immediately  under  our  investi- 
gation, we  find  it  inhabited  be  the  Texatj,  bounded  on  the 
west  (south)  by  the  river  Diva,  with  a  promontory  designated 
Taizalum,  and  a  City  called  Devana,  which  is  also  marked  as 
a   Roman   Station.     There   is  no  doubt  that   this  territory 
comprehends  Aberdeenshire,  and  that  the  river  is  the  Dee. 
Some  have  regarded  the  promontory  as  the  Buchan-ness,  others 
with  more  probability,  Kmnaird's  Head ;  but  what  is  Devana  ? 
"  Old  Aberdeen,'*  says  Pinkerton ;  "  New  Aberdeen,"  says  Ken- 
nedy, "  was  undoubtedly  the  spot."    If  we  refer  to  Ptolemy,  we 
shall  find  that  he  places  the  mouth  of  the  Diva  in  Lat.  58   30', 
and  Long.  26° ;    whereas  the  Devana  is  in  Lat  59°  45',  and 
Long.  26    15',  (the  Latin  editions  give  Lat.  59°,  and  Long. 
26°  30') ;  so  that,  however  we  may  dispose  of  these  figures, 
there  can  be  no  doubt   that  Ptolemy's  Devana  was  not  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Diva,  and,  consequently  not  on  the  site   of 
Aberdeen. 

Such  are  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  all  attempts  to  fix  the 
period  at  which  the  foundation  of  Aberdeen  was  laid,  or  the 
part  that  was  first  erected. 

Failing,  therefore,  to  find  Aberdeen  in  the  Devana  of 
Ptolemy,  we  must  leap  over  1,000  years  before  we  meet  with 
undoubted  evidence  of  the  existence  of  Aberdeen.  According 
to  our  late  eminent  townsman.  Dr.  Joseph  Robertson,  the  name 
occurs  in  the  Heimskringla  of  Snorro,  under  the  year  1153. 
Eysteinn,  a  Norwegian,  on  a  piratical  expedition  touched  first 
at  Orkney.  "  Thence,"  says  Snorro,  "  Eysteinn,  the  king,  spread 
his  sails  to  the  south,  and  steering  along  the  eastern  shores  of 
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Scotland,  brought  his  ships  to  the  town  of  Apardion,  where  he 

killed  many  people  and  wasted  the  City.     Thus  says  Einarr 

Skulason : — 

"  I  heard  the  overthrow  of  people 
The  claah  of  broken  arms  was  loud. 
The  king  destroyed  the  peace 
Of  the  dwellers  in  Apardion." 

In  the  Orhfjneyinga  Saga,  a  translation  of  which  has  recently 
been  i)ublished,  we  meet  with  another  early  notice  of  the  town ; 
for  it  is  recorded,  that  Swein,  Asleif  s  son,  "  went  over  to  Ness 
(Caithness),  and  up  through  Scotland.  He  found  Malcolm, 
King  of  Scots,  who  was  then  nine  winters  old,  in  Apardion. 
Swem  spent  a  month  there,  and  was  well  entertained.  After 
this,  Swein  prepared  to  ffo  awav  and  the  King  of  Scots  and  he 
parted  very  good  friends."  As  this  King  was  Malcolm  the 
Maiden,  who  died  in  1165,  after  a  reign  of  12  years,  this  would 

?lace  the  date  of  Swein*s  visit  in  1162,  about  the  time  when 
lalcolm  dispossessed  the  inhabitants  of  Moray  on  account  of 
their  turbulence  and  treachery,  scattered  them  over  the  country, 
and  introduced  a  new  colony  in  their  stead. 

It  would  have  been  interesting  to  have  traced  the  "  braif 
toun  "  struggling  into  existence  and  prosperity ;  but  we  must 
pass  over  500  years  more  before  we  meet  with  a  topographical 
representation  of  the  City.  This  is  furnished  in  the  plan  pre- 
fixed to  the  Descriptio  kovcB  et  Veteria  Aberdonice,  orawn  by 
the  Rev.  James  Gordon,  of  Rothiemay,  and  presented  to  the 
magistrates  in  1661. 

A  description  of  the  limited  space  occupied  bj  the  City  at 
that  time,  will  perhaps  enable  tne  reader  who  is  acquainted 
with  its  present  appearance  to  form  a  clearer  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  town  and  tne  vast  alterations  that  have  taken  place,  than 
anv  other  method. 

iTie  most  conspicuous  object  is  St.  Catherine's  Hill,  the  base 
of  which  is  nearly  surrounded  by  the  houses  constituting  prin- 
cipally the  Shiprow  and  the  Netherkirkgate,  the  hill  itself, 
apparently,  being  laid  out  in  gardens.  The  Castlegate  is  sur- 
rounded 6y  houses,  having  those  of  the  Earl  Mariscnal  and  the 
Laird  of  ritfoddels  on  the  south  side,  nearly  opposite  to  the 
Tolbooth,  and  the  Flesh  and  Fish  Markat  Crosses  form  con- 
spicuous figures.  The  Gallowgate  extended  from  the  Castlegate 
to  the  Port-hill,  and  is  built  on  both  sides  with  gardens  running 
respectively  east  and  west,  the  latter  terminated  by  the  side  of 
the  Loch.  The  lower  end  of  the  Gallowgate,  however,  as  early 
as  1349,  was  called  the  Broadgate ;  but  before  this  plan  was 
constructed,  its  breadth  had  been  contracted  by  building  a  row 
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of  houses  upon  its  west  side,  which  produced  the  narrow- 
street  called  the  Gxiestrow,  because,  we  are  told,  some  of  the 
best  houses  in  the  town,  were  on  that  side  of  the  street,  in 
which  distinguished  strangers  were  accommodated,  when  they 
visited  the  City,  and  this  reason  for  the  name  removes  that 
ambiguity  which  some  have  attached  to  it.  The  Umyerkivkgate 
with  its  port  and  the  Seftool-hill  can  be  traced  as  far  as  the 
Black  Freers,  The  Great  Church  occupies  a  very  prominent 
place  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  houses,  one  of  which  is 
the  Mof^ic  Schooly  there  is  scarcely  a  house  to  the  west  of  it. 
The  Key  Head  was  originally  near  the  More  Brae,  to  the  east- 
ward is  the  Pack  House,  beyond  which  we  meet  with  no  houses 
till  we  reach  Fatty  Chu  rck  But  the  Peer  has  been  extended 
thus  far,  and  all  the  land  between  it  and  the  declivity  behind 
the  houses  on  the  south  side  of  the  Castlegate,  has  been  re- 
claimed from  the  overflowing  of  the  tide  and  converted  into 
corn-land.  The  land  thus  reclaimed  from  Marischal  to  Com- 
merce Street  is  now  overcrowded  with  a  population  of  3,700. 

The  point  at  which  the  new  Pier  originates  was  called  the 
SuTulness ;  near  it  was  the  Block  House,  and  a  little  farther 
toward  the  west  was  the  Fisliers'  Boat  Haven,  or  Pockraiu,  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  eastern  extremity  of  Futty. 

The  Castle-hill  is  occupied  by  a  Chappell,  but  the  Heading 
Hill  has  no  houses  either  upon  it  or  around  it. 

The  principal  entrance  into  the  town  from  the  south  was  the 
Windmill  Brae ;  we  find  but  a  few  houses  on  the  north  side 
of  it,  adjacent  to  the  Bow  Bridge,  which  spans  the  Denns 
Burne  and  leads  into  the  Green, 

At  the  east  end  of  the  Green  we  find  the  Tarnty  Mill,  which 
was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  buildings  of  the  Trinity  Friars,  occu- 
pied till  recently  by  the  Trinity  Church, 

Crab's  btcTie  occupies  its  place  by  the  side  of  the  Hardgate, 
leading  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  but  it  is  surrounded  by  cultivated 
lands,  which  stretch  to  the  edge  of  the  Corby-heugh,  now 
Union  Terrace. 

The  Gallow  Hill  displays  a  gibbet,  which  indicates  the 
origin  of  the  name.  The  Broad  Hill  has  on  the  south  side  of 
it  a  considerable  space  called  the  Queen's  Links,  the  rest  of  the 
downs  is  called  Putty  Link^.  A  burn  called  the  Poiv  Crick 
flows  from  near  the  Heading  Hill  and  surrounds  a  piece  of 
ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Links,  which  some  still  remem- 
ber as  covered  with  willows,  but  which  is  now  occupied  by  the 
BannermiU,  which,  from  its  site,  is  as  frequently  called  the 
Bogniill. 

It  will  from  these  hints  appear,  that  at  this  early  period, 
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Futty  with  its  own  chapel,  stood  near  the  sea  at  the  embou- 
chure of  the  river,  and  that  Aberdeen  consisted  principally  of 
the  houses  occupying  the  Cadlegate,  the  Gallowgate,  including 
the  Broadgate,  with  the  Upper  and  Netherkirkgates,  the  Green 
and  the  Shiprow. 

We  have  another  view  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  first  part  of 
Slezer's  iheatj^m  Scoiiod,  published  in  1693.     It  is  stiff,  like 
all  his  other  drawings,  but  it  serves  to  fill  up  the  gap  between 
that  of  Gordon  and  the  more  accurate  sketch,  published  nearly 
40  years  afterwards.     It  is  said  to  be  taken  from  the  Block- 
house ;  but  yet  the  foreground  comprehends  the  BullwoQ'ke  on 
the  south  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.    In  the  distance 
towards  the  left,  is  seen  the  Windmill,  apparently  in  operation 
as  the  sails  are  extended.     The  spires  of  tne  Great  Ckurch  and 
of  the  Tolbooth  form  conspicuous  features ;  the  Church  of  the 
Trinity  Friars  with  its  small  steeple  is  discernible  towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  harbour ;  the  Pdckhouse  can  be  recog- 
nized at  the  Quay-head;   the  Pier  has  been  built  as  far  as 
Futtie,  but  the  land  between  it  and  the  gardens  sloping  from 
the  backs  of  the  houses  along  the  south  side  of  the  CasUegate, 
lias  not  yet  been  built  upon ;  Futtie  has  not  been  extended 
beyond  its  Chapel,  and  the  Blockhouse  occupies  its  place  on  the 
Sand'iiess.    On  the  right  and  in  the  distance,  we  get  a  glimpse 
of  Old  Aberdeen,  with  its  College  and  Cathedral,  while,  in  the 
foreground,  we  have  the  end  of  a  house  with  a  female  lounging 
at  the  door,  and  near  it  a  horse  taking  a  draught  of  the  briny 
ocean.    These  latter  objects,  together  with  several  other  acces- 
sories are  omitted  in  the  "reduced  fac-simile"  of  this  plate 
attached  to  Gordon's  Descriptio,  as  published  by  the  Spalding 
Club. 

It  is  to  that  volume,  however,  that  we  are  indebted  for  an 
engraving  from  a  drawing  representing  the  East  Pron^pect  of 
Aberdeen,  "neatly  and  evidently  faithfully  done,"  by  Gregory 
Sharpe,  1739.  Ifeginning  at  the  left  hand,  we  have  the  Saiul- 
ness,  with  its  inevitable  Blockhouse;  then  Footie  with  its 
Cliurch  and  belfry,  and  the  most  prominent  building  next  to 
it  is  the  Tavern.  We  then  come  to  the  Castle-hill,  laid  out  in 
Com  Gh'ound,  and  surmounted  by  a  building  displaying  a  flag 
and  described  as  the  Castle  built  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  near 
it  is  a  Summer  House.  Crossing  the  Justice  Poi%  or  north 
entry  to  the  Castle  Street,  we  have  the  Steeple  of  the  Tolbooth, 
and  nearly  opposite  to  it  the  house  of  the  Earl  Marischal  and 
that  of  the  tarl  of  Aberdeen. 

We  are  next  arrested  by  the  spire  of  the  Great  Church,  the 
smaller  spire  of  the  College  Church,  and  then  by  the  back  of 
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the  College  itself,  with  its  gardens  running  down  to  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  North  Street.  We  next  come  to  the 
Port-hilly  covered  with  corn  land  and  kitchen  gardens  ;  at  the 
bottom  of  it  we  have  the  Old  Butts  and  Bowling  Green,  and 
the  most  conspicuous  structures  on  its  summit  are  the  Barrv 
where  Divine  worship  was  jyerfornied,  Provost  Fordyce's  Swni- 
vier  House,  and  the  Old  Wind  Mill,  which  is  in  full  sail  in 
Gordon's  Prospect,  subjoined  to  his  map,  and  taken  from  the 
"cornefield  a  little  benorth  of  the  Crabbstone."  On  the  " Downs," 
and  to  the  east  of  the  Castle-hill,  stands  a  two  storeyed  House, 
somewhat  famous  in  its  day  as  the  Lodge  of  the  Free  Masons  ; 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dee,  we  have  the  Craig  Lng,  Tory^ 
and  on  tne  Grampian  (Gransbeen  in  Gordon's  time)  Hills,  we 
find  Kirkhill  indicated,  no  doubt  deriving  this  name  from  its 
neigfhbourhood  to  the  Kirk  of  Nigg. 

We  shall  now  conchide  these  attemj)ts  at  the  description  of 
Aberdeen  at  different  periods,  with  the  following  quotation  from 
"  A  Succinct  Survey  of  the  famous  City  of  Aberdeen,"  by 
Baillie  Skene,  printed  by  John  Forbes,  1685.  "  Aberdeen  is 
pleasantly  seated  upon  three  Hills,  which  are  all  ioyned  together 
by  ejisie  descents,  so  as  in  the  middle  of  the  Streets  they  are 
scarcely  discernable.  It  is  of  Circuit  about  2141  double  spaces, 
through  which  six  Gates  enter,  being  built  as  it  presently 
stands,  it  is  difficult  to  be  fortified,  in  tne  ordinary  and  regular 
way  of  fortifications,  though  it  hath  been  diverse  times  at- 
tempted in  this  our  Age  since  the  late  Troubles  began.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  late  Troubles,  it  was  able  to  set  forth  Eight 
hundred  men  in  good  array  and  Militarv  Furniture  to  the 
Fields,  well  trained  for  service  when  called  thereto.  It  being 
seated  between  the  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don,  is  said  by  George 
Buchanan,  our  Scots-Historiographer,  to  be  piscaiu  Scumonuvi 
Tiobilis,  that  is.  Excellent  or  Famous  for  Salmond-Fidiing. 

As  for  the  Accommodations  and  Ornaments  of  our  City,  we 
have  an  indifferent  good  entrie  to  our  Harbour  for  Shij)s, 
especially  since  that  great  Ston  called  Craig  Metellan  was 
raised  up  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  River  of  Dec,  and  transported 
out  of  tne  Current  thereof,  so  that  now,  Ships  can  incurr  no 
damage,  which  was  done  by  the  renowned  Art  and  Industrie 
of  that  Ingenious  and  Vertuous  Citizen,  David  Anderson  :  As 
also,  by  that  considerable  Bulwark  the  Magistrals  of  late 
years  caused  erect,  at  the  mouth  of  the  South  side  of  the  River 
extending  up  the  Shoar  such  a  great  length,  so  that  very  great 
Shim  may  enter  and  be  safely  preserved  when  they  are  in, 
without  mizard."  This  Zealous  Lover  oi Bon- Accord,  Philopo- 
liteious,  then  proceeds  to  describe  the  various  public  buildings 
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in  the  Citv,  its  goveminent,  loyalty,  and  commerce,  under 
which  last  Lead  he  says — "  Sir  Patridc  Drummond  frequently 
reported  that  the  KiTtgdom  of  SCOTLAND  was  more  obliedged 
to  the  City  of  Aberdeen  for  the  abundance  of  money  the 
Merchants  thereof  brought  to  the  Nation,  then  to  all  the  Towns 
of  this  Kingdom  besides ; "  and  he  modestly  concludes  with  a 
reference  to  the  "  many  eminent  men  and  brave  Spirits  whom 
the  City  had  brought  forth  and  bred,  and  who  had  in  their 
times  been  not  only  Ornaments  to  the  City,  but  even  to  the 
whole  KingdoTn" 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  source  from  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Aberdeen  have  been  derived,  and  however  much  the 
origin  of  the  City  may  be  lost  in  the  haze  of  antiquity,  we 
know  that  the  ardour  and  acuteness,  the  bravery  and  enterprise 
for  which  the  inhabitants  have  at  all  times  been  distinguished, 
raised  their  City  at  an  early  period  to  a  very  prominent  place  ; 
for  before  Edinburgh  had  reached  the  dignity  of  a  capital,  and 
when  Glasgow  was  almost  unknown,  Aberdeen  had  taken  her 

}>lace  as  an  independent  Royal  Burgh,  and  a  port  of  extensive 
breign  trade. 

In  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  the  History  of  Aberdeen,  with 
mere  notices  of  some  of  those  important  national  events  in 
which  its  brave  inhabitants  played  an  important  part  and 
sometimes  severely  suffered,  we  shall  pass  oy  the  tradition, 
that  Aberdeen  was  erected  into  a  royal  burgh  by  Gregory  the 
Great,  a  Scottish  king  whose  principal  residence  was  at  Duno- 
deer,  and  come  at  once  to  the  period  of  authentic  history  and 
local  charters,  as  the  institution  of  burghs  was  not  prooably 
introduced  till  the  time  of  David  I. 

Aberdeen  was  among  the  first  of  the  king's  boroughs  that 
were  found  entitled  to  the  highest  privileges  granted  at  the 
time.  About  1179,  King  William,  by  charter  dated  at  Perth, 
eranted  and  confirmed  to  his  burgesses  at  Aberdeen,  the  privi- 
lege of  holding  their  mercantile  association  where  and  when 
they  pleased,  as  freely  as  their  ancestors  had  one  in  the  time 
of  nis  grandfather.  As  an  encouragement  to  the  prosecution 
of  commerce,  other  charters  were  granted  by  the  same  king, 
exempting  the  burgesses  from  certain  impositions  to  which 
their  commodities  were  liable  when  exposed  in  the  markets 
within  the  kingdom ;  but  our  limits  prevent  our  further  pro- 
secution of  this  subject  Copies  of  these  charters,  with  a  fac- 
simile of  the  earliest  may  be  seen  in  Kennedy's  Annals, 

In  those  days  the  monarch  moved  from  place  to  place  sup- 
pressing insurrections  or  administering  justice ;  hence  we  not 
only  frequently  meet  with  the  king  at  Aberdeen  on  these 
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occasions,  but  we  find  also  that  William  there  erected  for  him- 
solf  a  palace,  which  was  afterwards  bestowed  on  the  monks  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  and  this  monastery,  which  stood  near  the 
place  occupied  by  the  Trinity  Church,  was  subsequently  pur- 
chased, and  presented  to  the  Trades  by  Dr.  Guild.  King- 
William  also  instituted  an  exchequer  with  a  mint,  which  gave 
name  to  the  lane  still  known  as  the  Exchequer  Row. 

King  Alexander  II.,  who  began  his  reign  in  1214,  was  also  a 
benefactor  to  the  town,  and  occasionally  passed  tlirough  it  in 
the  course  of  his  circuits.     In  1222,  Wyntown  records  : — 

**  Oure  the  Mownth  tbeyne  passyd  he  sene, 
And  held  hya  Yhule  in  Abbyrdene." 

Ho  founded  the  monastery  of- Blackfriars  near  the  site  of 
Gordon's  Hospital,  and  granted  the  burgesses  the  privilege 
of  holding  a  market  weekly  on  Sunday !  In  1224,  tne  town 
was  acciaentally  consumed  bj^  fire — a  calamity  that  befell 
several  other  towns  of  Scotland  in  the  course  of  the  same  year  ; 
and  about  this  time  a  monastery  of  Carmelites  was  founded 
near  the  street  which  still  bears  their  name. 

In  the  time  of  Alexander  III.,  a  citadel  was  built  on  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  the  barracks,  which  had  been  rendered 
necessary  as  a  defence  against  those  pu-ates  whose  rendezvous 
seems  to  have  been  the  Orkney  Islands. 

The  Common  Seal  of  the  burgh  is  mentioned  in  1271  ; 
municipal  government  had  been  then  appointed,  and  the  first 
Alderman  or  Provost  whose  name  is  on  record  was  Malcomus 
Pelgouenie  in  1284. 

On  occasion  of  the  comi:)etition  for  the  Scottish  crown  on  the 
death  of  Alexander  III.,  the  castle  of  Aberdeen  was  delivered 
to  the  English  king  as  umpire. 

Edward  I.,  in  1296,  in  his  progress  through  the  kingdom,  on 
the  14th  July,  came  to  the  city  of  Aberdeen,  "  a  fair  cast  ell  and 
a  good  town  vj)on  the  see,  and  tarayed  there  v  days ; "  or  as 
Wyntown  expresses  it : — 

"  Til  Abbyrden  than  alsa  fast 
FrA  thine  with  his  Oat  he  past," 

having  stripped  Baliol  of  his  mock-sovereignty  at  Mwnros,  and 
transported  ooth  him  and  his  son  as  prisoners  to  London. 

The  injuries  inflicted  on  the  nation  by  the  English  monarch 
roused  their  indignation  and  led  them  to  arm  for  the  resump- 
tion of  their  liberty.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  i:)atriot 
Wallace  came  upon  the  scene ;  having  been  successful  in  his 
enterprises,  many  of  his  countrymen  crowded  to  his  standard, 
resolved  either  "  to  wyn  or  de."  Having  stormed  the  castle  of 
Dunnottar  and  put  the  garrison  to  the  sword  : — 
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•*  Snm  hang  on  ora^gs  rycht  dulfully  to  de, 
Sam  lap,  snm  fel^  sum  flotyret  in  the  se." 

He  then  proceeded  to  Aberdeen,  where  his  exploits  are  thus 
described  by  Blind  Harry :  — 

"  Till  Almrdeyn  than  haistely  thai  pass, 
Qohar  fnslisnnen  basely  flittand  was. 
Ane  hnn£reth  schippis,  that  rather  bar  and  ayr, 
To  tnrss  thair  gad,  m  hawvn  was  lyand  thar ; 
Bat  Wallase  ost  came  on  thaim  sodeynlye, 
Thair  chapyt  nane  off  all  that  gret  menyhe  ; 
Bot  feill  serwands  in  thaim  lewjrt  nane, 
At  an  ebb  se  the  Scotts  is  on  thaim  gayne, 
Tnk  oat  the  ger,  syne  set  ye  schippis  in  fyr, 
The  men  on  land  thai  bertynyt  bayne  and  lyr  ; 
Yeid  nane  away  bot  preists,  wififis  and  bamys. 
Maid  they  debait,  they  chapyt  nocht  bat  harmys." 

Having  passed  into  Buchan,  and  found  that  Lord  Bowmond 
had  taken  shipping  at  Slanys  for  England,  and  having  slain 
"  feill  Inglismen  at  Crummade,"  he 

"  Retnmd  asayne,  and  come  till  Abyrdeyn, 
With  hys  blyth  ost,  apon  the  Lammess  ewyn." 

When  this  noble  patriot  was  betrayed,  carried  to  London, 
beheaded,  and  barbarously  quartered,  one  of  his  limbs  is  said 
to  have  been  sent  to  Aberdeen,  to  be  exposed  over  one  of  the 
gates. 

In  1306,  Bruce,  after  the  battle  of  Methven,  found  refuge  in 
Aberdeen  for  himself  and  a  few  faithful  followers.  The  follow- 
ing description  is  given  by  Barbour,  and  affords  an  excellent 
specimen  of  the  language  of  Aberdeen  about  this  period : — 

"  Thos  in  the  hyllis  levvt  he, 
TiU  the  nuust  pert  of  hys  menye 
Wer  rewyn,  and  rent,  na  schoyne  thai  had, 
Bot  as  thai  thaim  off  hydjrs  mad. 
Thairfor  thai  went  till  Abyrdeyne, 
Qohair  Nelk  the  Bbwyse  come,  and  the  Qubyn, 
And  othyr  ladyis  £ayr  and  farand 
Ilkane  for  Inff  off  thair  husband ; 
That  for  leyle  luff  and  loawt^ 
Wald  pertenerys  of  thair  pa^ys  be. 
They  chesyt  tyttar  with  tnaim  to  ta 
Angvr,  and  nayn  ;  na  be  thaim  fra. 
For  luff  is  on  sa  mekiU  mycht 
That  it  all  paynys  maks  Ucht. 
And  mony  tyme  mase  tender  wycht 
Of  swilk  strenthtee,  and  swilk  mvcht 
That  thai  may  mekill  paynys  endur. 
And  forsakis  nane  aaentnr 
That  euer  may  fall,  withthy  that  thai 
Thairthrow  may  succor  thair  luffys  may. " 

At  this  part  of  our  history  should  occur  the  event  that  led 
to  the  adoption  of  Ban-Accord  as  the  cri  de  guerre  of  the 

I 
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citizens,  and  tlie  motto  of  their  arms  ;  but  the  late  Dr.  Joseph 
Robertson,  havinjf  investigated  the  matter,  has  found  no  proof 
of  the  event  with  which  our  local  historians  have  associated  the 
obtaining  of  the  "  Ensignes-armorial."  We  have  looked  into 
Barbour  in  vain  for  any  e\'idenee  of  events  in  the  history  of 
the  Bruce  that  were  most  unlikely  to  escape  his  notice,  and 
the  castle  they  are  said  to  have  razed  to  the  ^ound,  is  found 
to  be  unmutilated  two  months  afterwards.  Kmg  Robert,  how- 
ever conferred  important  benefits  on  the  town  ;  for,  in  1319,  be 
gave  the  burgesses  and  the  community  the  Royal  Burgh  of 
Aberdeen  anci  the  forest  of  Stocket,  to  be  held  in  free  burgage 
for  the  annual  paymc^nt  of  £213  6s.  8d.,  Scots.  "  This  is  the 
Great  C-harter  of  the  City,  and  the  period  from  which  it  dates 
its  political  constitution." 

On  the  death  of  Bruce,  Edward  Baliol  invaded  Scotland,  and 
kindled  a  civil  war  ;  and  another  Edward  of  England  subdued 
the  country.  While  he  was  making  a  triumphal  progress 
tlurourfi  the  provinces,  Thomas  Roslyne,  a  knight  in  his  service, 
landecl  at  Dunnottar,  and,  together  with  ilowbray,  marched 
towards  Aberdeen.  The  citizens  bravely  encountered  him  at 
the  west  end  of  the  Green,  near  the  Den  Bum  ;  but  Wyntown 
has  described  the  conflict  and  its  result  so  minutely  that  we 
shall  permit  him  to  repeat  his  tale  : — 

"  That  tyme  of  Roslyne  Schyre  Thomas, 
That  throwch  all  Ingland  callyd  was 
Ane  of  the  Viest  Knychtis  of  hand. 
That  men  mycht  fynd  in  any  Land, 
111  Dwnnotyr  come  bo  Se 
Qwhare  WiUame  Mowbray  met  and  he, 
Wyth  all  the  men,  that  tlian  had  thai. 
Til  Abbjrrdene  held  strawcht  thaire  way, 
That  til  have  fwndyn  woyd  of  men. 
Bot  they  fand  it  noucht  swd  then  ; 
For  welle  nere  be  the  Grennys  end 
They  mete  that  tyme  mA  than  thai  wend. 
Qwhen  thai  nere  ware  thaire  metyng, 
Thare  at  a  lytyl  Bwme  passyng 
Schvr  Thomas  hwrt  wes  in  the  Kne, 
Ana  sone  of  that  hurt  deyd  he. 
Thai  cryide  than,  *  Roslyne  ; '  bot  he  can  say, 
*  Koslyne  is  went,  yhe  tak  Mowbray.' 
So  fell,  as  they  assemblyd  thare, 
The  Scottis  men  down  thaim  flatlyngis  bare  : 
And  on  thaim  folowyd  svne  the  Ch^ 
On  Folk  bc-hjmd,  that  neaud  was, 
As  thai  owr-tuk  thaim,  bare  all  down, 
And  of  the  Folk  made  in  the  Town 
Great  Slawchtyr,  so  that  thai  bathe  ware 
Wencust ;  bot  Scottis  the  war  had  thare, 
Ovrttane  the  Slawchtyr  of  Roslyne. 
His  Cors  wyth  thame  tursyd  thai  syne, 
And  went  to  Dunnotyre  thare  way. 
Some  of  thare  men  thaire  levyd  thai." 
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The  king,  having  been  eluded  by  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  came 
•'-k  Aberdeen,  and  for  the  reason  stated  by  Wyntown  completely 
burned  it : — 

"  Til  Abbyrdene  syne  are  thai  gane 
And  into  wengeawns  of  Roslyne 
The  Towne  np  hdlily  brynt  thai  syne." 

When  the  City  was  rebuilt,  it  is  said  to  have  received  the 
name  of  New  Aberdeen. 

The  vear  1411  brings  us  to  the  great  battle  of  Harlaw,  in 
which  tiie  Provost,  Sir  Robert  Davidson  and  many  of  the  bur- 
;;esses  performed  so  important  a  part  that  they  are  still  held  in 
honour  by  their  descendants.  Sir  Robert  fell  on  the  battle- 
field ;  and  his  body  was  interred  near  the  great  arch  of  the 
steeple  of  St.  Nicholas  Church.  More  than  three  centuries 
afterwards,  the  remains  of  his  body  were  discovered,  with  a 
small  crimson  cap  on  the  sculL  The  standard  under  which 
they  fought  was  unhappily  lost  in  the  encounter  with  Montrose, 
in  1644 ;  the  staff,  however,  is  still  preserved  ;  but  doubts  are 
entertained  with  respect  to  the  armour  which  is  said  to  have 
been  worn  by  the  Provost  on  the  occasion. 

About  60  vears  afterwards  a  monastery  of  Grey  Friars  was 
founded  on  tKe  site  now  occupied  by  Marischal  College. 

The  visits  of  the  Sovereign  or  his  Consort  constituted  impor- 
tant events  in  the  history  of  the  City.  We  may  allude  more 
jKirticularly  to  that  of  Margaret,  Queen  of  James  IV.,  in  May, 
1511,  because,  while  it  eaualled  other  ceremonies  of  a  similar 
kind,  it  was  celebrated  Tby  Dunbar,  an  eminent  poet  of  the 

Ceriod,  whose  minute  description  warrants  the  inierence  that 
e  had  been  in  Her  Majesty's  train.  After  having  pronounced 
Aberdeen  to  be  the  "  beryl  of  all  towns,"  and  the  "  lamp  of 
beauty,"  he  gives  a  description  of  the  various  parties  forming 
the  procession,  from  which  we  select  the  following  : — 

"  Syne  came  there  fonr-and-twenty  maidens  ying, 

AU  clad  in  green,  of  marveUous  beautie, 
With  hair  detressit,  as  threads  of  ffold  did  hing, 

With  white  hats  all  broiderit  ricnt  bravelie, 
Playing  on  timb'rels  and  singing  richt  sweetlie  ; 

That  seemly  sort,  in  order  weel  beseen, 
Did  meet  the  Qneen,  her  salnand  reverentlie  ; 

Be  blithe  and  blissful,  burgh  of  Aberdeen." 

The  fore-stairs  were  adorned  with  tapestry;  the  lieg^es  louted; 
the  commons  shouted ;  the  "  Cross  abundatlie  ran  wme ; "  and 
Her  Majesty  was  presented  with 

"  Ane  costly  cup  that  large  thing  wald  contene, 
Coverit  and  full  of  cunyeit  gold  richt  fine," 

wluch,  we  learn  from  another  source,  amounted  to  £200. 
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In  1525,  Seton  of  MelJrum,  Leslie  of  Wardliouse,  and  Leslie 
of  Balquhain  entered  the  City,  under  cloud  of  ni^-ht,  at  the 
head  or  80  spearmen,  and  commenced  an  attack  on  tlie  citizens, 
who  flew  to  arms  and  gave  them  battle.  Although  victory 
declared  for  the  town,  yet  80  of  the  inhabitants  were  either 
killed  or  wounded.  This  event  led  to  the  adoption  of  various 
means  for  the  protection  of  the  City  against  similar  attacks. 

The  Council  had  been  accustomed  to  give  a  tun  of  wine  to 
Lord  Forbes  for  protecting  the  fisliings  on  the  Dee  and  Don ; 
but  the  citizens,  discovering  that  the  watchers  required  to  be 
watched,  resolved  to  stop  the  supply  of  wine.  On  Sunday,  the 
30th  July,  1530,  the  Forueses  invaded  the  City;  but  the  citizens 
drove  their  assailants  into  the  Gray  Friars'  place,  kept  them 
there  for  24?  hours  and  then  dismissed  them,  but  retained  their 
horses. 

The  Block-house,  to  which  we  have  already  referred,  was 
built  for  the  defence  of  the  Harbour  aofainst  the  English,  on 
the  Sandness,  near  the  commencement  of  the  New-pier,  in  1532. 
Ten  years  afterwards,  on  a  rumour  of  war  being  spread,  direc- 
tions were  given  for  its  completion,  and  a  chain  was  cast  across 
the  water  for  the  greater  safety  of  the  haven. 

In  1537,  James  V.  and  his  court  paid  the  City  a  visit,  and 
great  exertions  were  made  to  entertain  His  Majesty  during  his 
stay  of  15  days.  But  during  these  days  of  rejoicing  an  attempt 
was  made  on  the  life  of  the  King  by  the  Muster  of  Forbes,  "  be 
schott  of  culwering,"  who  was  sentenced  to  be  "  harlyt  and 
drawin  throw,  the  cassay  of  Edinburgh,  and  hangit  on  the 
gallows  to  the  deid  ;"  but  through  the  mediation  of  friends  he 
was  favoured  by  being  only  beheaded  and  quartered. 

We  are  now  brought  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  The 
doctrines  of  Luther  found  an  advocate  in  Aberdeen  in  John 
Marshall,  master  of  the  Grammar  School,  so  early  as  1521 ;  but 
a  persecution  of  two  years  led  him  to  recant.  Thomas  Branche 
and  Thomas  Cussing,  in  154?4,  were  imprisoned  on  the  accusa- 
tion of  having  hanged  the  image  of  St.  Francis  ;  but  it  was  not 
till  the  29th  December  1559  that  a  body  of  reformers  from 
Angus  and  Mearns  made  an  assault  on  the  monuments  of 
idolatry  in  the  City ;  the  reformed  religion  prevailed  and  the 
monks  either  went  abroad  or  were  received  into  the  families  of 
some  of  the  principal  citizens.  The  first  protestant  minister 
was  Adam  Heriot,  who  died  on  the  28th  of  August  1574,  aud 
was  gratefully  commemorated  in  three  poems  l)y  Johnston, 
author  of  Heroes,  who  in  his  boyhood  had  been  instructed  by 
him,  and,  in  his  maturer  years, 

**  Spread  violets  and  lilies  on  his  grave 
And  verses  to  his  pious  ashes  gave." 
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He  was  succeeded  by  a  man  who  occupies  a  prominent  place 
in  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  period.  John  Craig,  who 
lost  his  father  in  the  battle  of  Flodden,  became  a  monk  of  the 
Di>miDicaii  order.  Having  been  appointed  to  the  rectorate  at 
Bologna,  he  read  the  Institutes  of  Calvin  and  embraced  the 
IVotestant  doctrines*  As  he  made  no  secret  of  the  change  of 
his  sentiments,  he  was  thrown  into  prison  at  Rome  and  con- 
demned to  the  flames  !  from  which  he  was  saved  by  an  insur- 
rection of  the  people  on  the  death  of  Pope  Paul  I V.  Having 
reached  his  own  country  in  1560,  he  acted  for  nine  years  as 
the  colleague  of  Knox.  Having  preached  two  years  at  Mont- 
rose, by  appointment  of  the  General  Assembly,  he  was  sent  to 
Aberdeen  m  1573,  "  to  illuminate  those  dark  places  in  Mar, 
Buchan,  and  Aberdeen,  and  to  teach  the  youth  in  the  college 
there  ;"  but  in  1579  he  returned  to  Edinburgh,  on  his  being 
appointed  minister  to  King  James  VI.  He  was  the  compiler 
of  part  of  the  Second  Book  of  Discipline  and  was  the  writer  of 
the  National  Covenant,  which  was  signed  by  the  King  and 
others  in  1580,  and  destined  to  exercise  so  great  an  influence 
on  the  country.     He  died  in  1600,  aged  88  years. 

As  James  was  departing,  his  daughter,  Mary,  was  born.  The 
queen  dowager,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  of  Arran  and  many 
of  the  nobility,  visited  the  town  on  occasion  of  the  justice  court, 
and  were  received  with  the  usual  ceremonies  and  presented 
with  the  accustomed  propines. 

The  Queen  dowager,  1556,  now  Regent,  again  visited  the 
town  on  a  similar  occasion,  and  received  liberal  presents  of 
wine,  wax,  and  spiceries,  together  with  320  merks  m  order  to 
win  her  favour. 

Soon  after  her  arrival  in  Scotland,  Queen  Mary,  in  her  pro- 
gress through  the  northern  part  of  her  dominions,  visited 
Aberdeen.  She  was  received  with  every  demonstration  of  joy 
by  the  citizens ;  but  the  memory  of  her  visit  was  darkened  by 
sad  events.  The  Earl  of  Huntly,  having  taken  arms,  was  en- 
coimtered  by  the  Earl  of  Murray  at  Corrichie,  28th  October 
1562,  and  defeated.  In  the  flight  he  met  his  death  and  his  body 
was  conveyed  to  Ebinbureh  that  sentence  of  forfeiture  mi^ht 
l>e  pronounced  over  it.  On  the  second  day  after  the  conflict, 
five  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Gordon  were  nanged  in  the  City ; 
and  on  the  2nd  November,  Huntly's  second  son,  John  Gordon, 
was  beheaded  in  the  involuntarv  presence  of  the  Queen,  who, 
"  upon  the  feird  day  of  Noveml)er  came  out  of  Aberdeine  to 
Dunnottar." 

"  In  the  way  which  goes  from  Aberdeen  towards  the  Bridge 
of  Dee,"  says  Gordon,  "  there  is  an  inconsiderable  stone  stand- 
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ing  up  by  the  way  syde,  called  the  Crabe  stone ;"  and  tliere  a 
skirmish  took  place,  20th  November  1571,  between  the  faxailies 
of  Huntly  and  Druminner,  in  which  the  Forbeses  were  defeated- 

James  VI.  frequently  visited  the  town,  and  was  received  with 
the  usual  demonstrations  of  loyalty.  In  1594,  His  Majesty- 
found  it  necessary  to  advance  his  troops  to  the  town  to  reduce 
the  popish  Earls  to  submission ;  and,  in  1597,  two  of  the  rebel 
lords  were  received  into  the  king's  favour  by  an  impressive 
ceremony,  conducted  partly  in  the  church  and  partly  at  the 
cross,  where  the  Earls*  pacification  was  proclaimed  by  sound  of 
trumpet 

Towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  crime  of  witch- 
craft seem^  to  have  been  very  prevalent;  but  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  and  the  sentences  pro- 
nounced on  the  miserable  victims  of  gross  superstition  were 
alike  discreditable  to  the  government  and  judges  of  the  period. 

Aberdeen  had  its  full  share  in  these  transactions;  but  our 
space  obliges  us  to  state  summarily,  that  in  the  years  1596-7, 
22  women  and  one  man  were  condemned  to  the  flames,  and 
suflFered  at  short  intervals  at  the  Castle-hill.  The  expenses  in 
stakes,  ropes,  peats,  tar-barrels,  &c.,  are  all  duly  entered  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Dean  of  Guild.  When  the  most  intelligent  of 
the  time  could  receive  such  accusations  and  pass  such  sentences, 
we  ma^  wonder  the  less  that  the  people  could  behold  such 
executions  without  sympathy,  and  regard  such  punishments  as 
merited  for  an  imaginary  crime. 

But  the  civil  commotions  that  were  now  agitating  the 
nation,  called  attention  to  more  important  objects  than  the 
burning  of  women,  whose  greatest  iaults  were  "  poverty  and 
eild ; "  and  the  extent  to  which  Aberdeen  suftered  during  the 
great  civil  wars  renders  it  impossible  to  give  even  a  brief  and 
satisfactory  account ;  for,  as  an  eye  witness  of  these  ravages  has 
said,  "  there  wes  no  citie  in  Scotland  which  did  sufler  more 
hurt  then  Aberdeen  did,  nor  oftener."  AVe  pass  over  the  melan- 
choly events  in  the  history  of  the  unhappy  Queen  Mary,  the 
labours  of  the  intrepid  Knox,  the  mercenary  regency  of  Morton, 
and  the  expensive  visits  of  King  James  Vl  between  1580  and 
1617,  in  order  that  we  may  reach  the  cause  of  those  severe 
calamities  in  which  the  City  was  involved. 

No  sooner  was  Great  Britain  united  under  one  king,  in  1603, 
than  he  sought  to  unite  the  two  kingdoms  under  the  same  con- 
stitution. Having  failed  in  this  attempt,  he  was  desirous  of 
bringing  the  Church  of  Scotland  into  conformity  with  that  of 
England ;  but  the  suspicions  of  tlie  ministers  had  long  been 
awake  to  his  designs,  and,  therefore,  what  some  considered  the 
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measures  of  a  moderate  prelacy,  were  generally  regarded  as  the 
forerunners  of  popery,  and  strenuously  resisted.  Charles  I.,  on 
the  demise  of  his  mther,  succeeded  him  on  the  throne,  and 
aiine  to  Scotland  to  be  crowned  in  1633.  The  attempt  to  in- 
troduce into  the  Church  of  Scotland  a  Liturgy  similar  to  that 
of  the  Church  of  England,  in  1637  kindled  the  fire  that  had 
been  but  smouldering  thoroughout  the  country.  Charles,  how- 
ever, -was  obstinate,  and  his  countrymen  were  equally  deter- 
mined. High  and  low  united  in  a  National  Covenant,  in  order 
to  eradicate  prelacy,  to  restore  presbytery  in  its  purity,  and  to 
assert  the  hberty  of  conscience  in  things  spiritual. 

The  Covenanters  held  a  General  Assembly  at  Glasgow,  in 
1638,  abolished  episcopacy  and  took  arms  to  maintain  their 
rights,  as  the  king  was  preparing  a  powerful  army  for  the  in- 
vasion of  Scotland,  The  negotiations,  procrastinations,  dis- 
banding and  re-assembUng  of  troops  that  took  place,  we  must 
refer  to  general  history,  and  now  advert  to  the  effects  that 
these  commotions  produced  in  Aberdeen. 

The  Covenanters,  believing  that  not  only  their  religious,  but 
also  their  civil  liberties  were  imperilled,  considered  it  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  Covenant  should  be  subscribed  by 
the  whole  kingdom.  Under  the  influence  of  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  and  the  Episcopal  ministers,  well  known  as  the  "  Aber- 
deen Doctors,"  the  town  refused  to  subscribe  the  Covenant, 
which  had  been  sent  to  them  in  April  1638,  by  a  commission 
from  the  Tables,  and  in  July,  another  commission,  comprising 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Henderson,  bixon,  and  Cant,  came  to  Aberdeen, 
but  refused  the  "  cup  of  Bon-Accord,"  offered  them  bv  the 
magistrates,  till  they  should  ascertiiin  what  concord  was 
between  them  on  the  Covenant.  "The  like,"  exclaims  the 
indignant  Spalding,  "  was  never  done  to  Aberdeen  in  no  man's 
memory ! "  On  the  Lord's  Day,  as  the  pulpits  were  refused 
them,  the  clerical  commissoners  repairecl  to  Earl  MarischaFs 
Close,  where  Henderson,  Dixon,  and  Cant  preached  succesively, 
and,  after  sermon,  replied  to  certain  propositions  which  had 
been  submitted  to  them  by  the  Doctors.  These  Propositions 
with  Replies  and  Duplies  were  subseauently  printed ;  and  the 
zealous  Doctors  with  those  who  adnered  to  them  obtained 
the  "  hartie  thanks  of  Charles  for  their  good  affection  to  his 
service." 

The  commissioners,  however,  obtained  about  500  signatures, 
including  the  names  of  some  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  views  of  the  Covenanters  prevailed  is 
proved  by  the  unanimous  call  that  was  given  in  the  subsequent 
year  to  Henderson,  by  the  Provost,  BailUes,  and  Council,  to 
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accept  the  "  chairge  of  the  ministrie,"  on  the  death  of  one  of  the 
Doctors. 

In  1639,  in  the  prospect  of  civil  war,  the  citizens  began  to 
fortify  the  town  by  cutting  ditches  from  the  Gallowgate  Port 
to  the  Castle-hill,  and  planting  11  pieces  of  ordnance  in  the 
streets,  and  forming  themselves  into  troops.    The  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  as  Lieutenant  of  the  north,  called  upon  all  of  proper 
age  to  join  his  standard.    During  these  preparations,  Montrose 
appeared  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  the  Covenanters ;  proposi- 
tions for  an  armistice  having  been  rejected,  and  opposition  con- 
sidered as  impracticable,  Montrose  entered  the  town  with  about 
9000  troops.     "  In  seimly  order  and  good  arrav,"  says  Spalding, 
**this  army  came  forward  and  entered  the  burgh  about   ten 
hours  in  tne  morning,  at  the  Ouer  Kirkgate  Port,  syne  came 
down  throw  the  Broadgate,  throw  the  Castlegate,  out  at  the 
Justice  Port,  and  to  the  Queen's  Links  directly." 

Having  breakfasted,  ordered  the  fortifications  to  be  destroyed, 
and  appointed  the  Earl  of  Kinghom  Governor  of  the  burgh 
with  1500  troops,  Montrose,  who  had  been  joined  by  the  Aber- 
desnshire  barons,  with  2000  troops,  marched  to  Kintore. 

On  the  subsequent  Wednesday,  the  inhabitants,  having  met 
in  the  Gray  Friars  Church,  were  invited  to  sign  the  Covenant, 
but  they  begged  time  to  consider  the  matter.     Montrose  re- 
turned to  Aberdeen ;  the  citizens  were  again  requested  to  siffn 
the  Covenant,  to  contribute  100,000  merks,  and  to  defray  the 
expense  of  the  army  since  its  arrival  in  the  City.     The  inhabi- 
tants professed  their  readiness  to  contribute  proportionally 
with  other  burghs ;  but  declared  their  inability  to  pay  the  tax, 
and  begged,  if  it  was  insisted  on,  sufficient  time  to  remove  from 
the  town.     A  fast  was  observed  ;  the  Covenant  was  read  to  the 
assembled  citizens,  and  signed  by  a  great  majority  of  them ; 
but  Spalding  was  of  opinion  they  were  "  brought  under  perjurie 
for  plain  feare."    Montrose  marched  southward,  carrying  with 
him  as  a  prisoner  the  Marquis  of  Huntly.     This  aroused  the 
Gordons,  and  the  Earl  Marischal  collected  an  army  of  about 
8,000  in  Aberdeen,  of  which  he  constituted  himself  Governor. 
Although  this  body  was  dispersed,  another  gathering  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  at  Turriff  m  May ;  but  the  Gordons,  having 
taken  arms,  surprised  and  routed  them ;  and  after  this  Trot  o' 
Turra,  as  it  was  called,  the  cavaliers  marched  to  Aberdeen  and 
for  five  days  remained  masters  of  it.     When  the  Gordons  left 
the  town,  the  Earl  Marischal  marched  into  it.    This  royalist 
insurrection  brought  Montrose  again  to  the  City.     The  citizens 
were  subjected  to  a  tax  of  10,000  merks  and  deprived  of  their 
arms.     Montrose  having  marched  northward  to  plunder  the 
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lands  of  the  insurgents,  received  intelligence  that  Viscount 
Aboyne  had  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen  with  three 
ships  stored  with  ammunition,  passed  through  Aberdeen  and 
proceeded  to  Anffus. 

The  Viscount,  having  been  joined  by  his  brother.  Lord  L^Wis, 
marched  southwards,  and  was  encountered  at  Megray  Hill,  near 
Stonehaven,  by  Montrose  and  the  Marischal,  when  a  few  cannon 
shots  put  the  Higlilanders  to  flight,  and  so  they  returned  to 
Aberdeen  in  great  confusion.  The  victors  followed  and  en- 
esmiped  on  the  Tollohill,  while  Abojme  took  pessession  of  the 
Bridre  of  Dee. 

When  Montrose;  on  the  second  day  of  the  contest,  made  a 
feint  to  cross  the  river  further  up,  which,  however,  its  swollen 
state  rendered  impracticable,  Aboyne  drew  off*  part  of  the  horse 
in  order  to  obstruct  the  enemy.  As  Pitmedden  and  he  were  rid- 
ing together,  the  whole  of  the  body  of  the  former  was  carried 
away  above  the  saddle  by  a  heavy  ball  The  defenders  were 
fiuther  weakened  by  50  of  their  number  imprudently  joining  the 
funeral  of  one  of  the  citizens  who  had  fallen  the  previous  day. 
At  last  Johnston  was  wounded,  and  the  defence  abandonea. 
Tlie  Covenanters  entered  the  City  in  triumph ;  48  of  those  who 
had  so  valiantly  defended  the  bridge  were  cast  into  prison, 
and  it  was  urged,  that  a  place  that  had  given  the  Covenanters 
^  much  trouble  should  be  pillaged  and  devoted  to  the  flames ; 
bill  Montrose  demurred  to  execute  this  terrible  measure,  and 
uext  day  the  City  was  abandoned  on  the  payment  of  6,000 
merksw 

By  these  various  distresses,  a  debt  of  nearly  £20,000  had  been 
incurred,  and  appeals  for  relief  could  only  be  answered  by 
Charles  with  his  sympathy. 

Some  of  these  incidents  are  alluded  to  in  the  following  con- 
tein]K)rary  ballad : — 

JOHN  SETON  O*  PITMEDDIN. 

Upon  the  eighteenth  day  of  June, 

A  dreary  day  to  see, 
The  southern  Lords  did  pitch  their  camp, 

Just  at  the  Bridge  of  Dee. 

Bonny  John  Seton  o'  Pitmeddin 

A  bold  baron  was  he, 
He  made  his  te«t'ment  ere  he  went  out — 

The  wiser  man  was  he. 

He  left  his  lands  to  his  young  son, 

His  lady  her  dowerie  ; 
A  thousand  crowns  to  his  daughter  Jean, 

Yet  on  the  nurse's  knee. 
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Then  out  it  came  his  lady  fair, 

The  tear  stood  in  her  e'e  ; 
Says,  '*  Stay  at  hame,  my  ain  dear  lord, 

0  !  stay  at  hame  wi'  me  ! '' 

He  tum'd  him  right  and  ronnd  about, 

And  a  light  laugh  gae  he  ; 
SavB,  '*  I  wadna  for  my  lands  sae  broad 

1  stayed  this  night  wi'  thee." 

He's  ta'en  iiis  sword  then  by  his  side, 

His  buckler  by  his  knee, 
And  he's  look'd  over  his  left  shoulder. 

Cried,  "Soldiers,  follow  me  !" 

Sae  he  rade  on,  and  further  on, 

Until  the  Twa  Mile  Cross, 
And  there  the  Covenanters'  shot. 

It  dang  him  frae  his  horse. 

His  name  was  Major  Middleton,* 

That  mann'd  the  Bris  o'  Dee  ; 
His  name  was  Colonel  Henderson, 

That  let  the  cannons  ilee. 

Some  rode  upon  the  black  and  gray, 

And  some  rode  on  the  brown. 
But  bonny  John  Seaton  o'  Pi .  meddin 

Lay  gasping  on  the  ground. 

Up  then  rides  him  Crai^evar, 

Says,  "  Wha's  this  lying  here  ? 
It  surely  is  the  Lord  Aboyu<^, 

For  Huntlie  was  na  here." 

Then  out  it  spake  a  fause  Forbes, 
Was  riding  frae  Druminner, 
**  This  is  the  proudest  Seton  of  a\ 
The  rest  will  ride  the  thinner." 

**  Spoil  him,  spoil  him  ! "  cried  Craigievar, 
**  O  spoil  him  presentlie  ; 
For  by  my  faith,"  said  Craigievar, 
'*  He  had  nae  gude-will  at  me." 

They've  ta'en  the  shoen  frae  aff  his  feet, 

The  garters  frae  his  knee, 
Likewise  the  gloves  upon  his  hands  ; 

They  left  him  nae  a  flee. 

Then  they  rade  on,  and  further  on. 

Till  they  came  t-o  the  Crabestaue  ; 
And  wha  sae  ready  as  Cragievar 

To  bum  a'  Aberdeen  ? 

*  ThiH  Middleton,  one  of  the  Covenanting  officers,  was  afterwards  raised  to  the  jpeerac^,  and 
appointed  royal  Commissioner  to  the  Parliament  that  restored  Prelacy.  When  the  Presbytery  of 
Edinburgh  leanied  that  the  Act  Recis^ry  was  projected,  they  prepared  a  supplication  and  sent 
it  to  the  CommiHsioner  by  three  of  their  number.  On  the  rejection  of  their  i>a))er  and  the  passing 
of  the  Act.  Mr.  David  Dickson  and  some  others  were  sent  to  remonstrate  with  Middleton,  who 
told  them  they  could  not  terrify  him  with  papers,  for  he  was  no  coward.  Mr.  Dickson  replied, 
that  he  well  knew  he  was  no  coward  since  the  Bridge  of  Dee. 
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Then  up  and  spake  the  gade  Montrose — 
(Grace  be  on  his  fair  bodie  !) 
**  We  winna  bum  the  bonny  bruch, 
We*ll  even  let  it  be  I " 

Then  ont  and  spake  the  gallant  Montrose, 
As  he  rade  ower  the  iield  ; 
•*  Why  should  we  bum  the  bonny  bruch. 
When  its  like*^e  couldna  bmld  ? 

I  see  the  women  and  the  children, 

Climbing  the  craigs  sae  hie  ; 
We'll  sleep  this  night  in  the  bonny  broch, 

And  even  let  it  be." 

In  the  beginning  of  1640,  preparations  were  made  for  con- 
tinuing the  war.  Earl  Marischal  exacted  on  loan  all  the  gold 
and  silver  work  and  coined  money  belonging  to  the  townsmen, 
and  afterwards  enforced  a  muster  of  all  those  capable  of  bearing 
arms.  The  Marischal  and  General  Munro,  at  the  head  of  their 
forces,  entered  the  town.  For  a  period  of  three  months  the 
citizens  were  subjected  to  greivous  oppression ;  many  of  the 
burgesses  were  despatched  to  join  Lesly  s  army,  and  many  fled 
the  City  and  concealed  themselves  "  about  the  craigs  of  Downy." 
Munro  at  length  left  the  City  in  charge  of  the  Master  of  For- 
bes; but  it  was  soon  after  occupied  by  500  soldiers,  under 
Lord  Sinclair.  Their  conduct  led  Spalding  to  exclaim — "  O 
woful  Abirdene  I  by  thy  sins  this  heavie  scourge  is  laid  upone 
thee  bye  all  the  burro wes  in  Scotland, — muche  to  be  bemoned 
and  lamented  1 " 

After  these  lamentable  scenes,  Aberdeen  enjoyed  a  period  of 
comparative  repose  ;  but,  in  1644,  an  apprehended  rising  of  the 
Gordons  led  the  citizens  to  watch  the  City  and  to  train  a 
Burgher  Guard.  These  preparations,  however,  proved  of  little 
avau ;  for  Sir  George  Gordon  of  Haddo,  the  Lairds  of  Gight, 
Drum,  and  others,  at  the  head  of  a  small  body  of  horse,  entered 
the  City  by  the  Gallowgate  Port  and  carried  oft*  Provost  Jattray, 
the  Deiin  of  Guild  and  two  of  the  principal  burgesses.  Soon 
after,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  took  possession  of  the  burgh  with 
300  horse  and  as  many  foot,  and  began  to  plunder  the  houses 
of  the  covenanting  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  citizens 
were  deprived  of  their  arms,  compelled  to  raise  sums  of  money 
and  to  grant  his  troops  free  quarters.  At  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  he  retired  to  his  fortress  of  Auchindoun  and  liberated 
those  that  had  been  carried  oft'  by  Haddo. 

The  forces  of  the  Covenanters,  under  Lords  Burleigh  and 
Hcho,  entered  the  town  to  the  joy  of  their  friends  and  the 
terror  of  the  royalists  ;  and  soon  after  an  accession  was  made 
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to  these  troops  by  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  ;    but 
the  main  division  of  tliis  body  inarched  northwards. 

In  1G41,  King  Charles  visited  his  native  country ;  and  dis- 
tributed titles,  even  among  those  who  had  lately  iiiva<led 
England ;  but  on  most  of  them  these  produced  little  effect, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Eiirl  of  Montrose  whom  he  gained  to 
his  cause.  The  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  was  sworn  both 
in  Scotland  and  England,  and  the  Scots  sent  auxiliaries  to  the 
Parliament,  forces,  who  contributed  greatly  to  the  decisive 
victory  of  Marston  Moor.  But  at  the  same  time  Montrose,  now 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  Marquis,  by  his  rapid  movements  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  Irishmen  and  Highlanders  was  likely  to  re- 
duce Scotland  to  the  power  of  the  king. 

Twice  have  we  seen  him  enter  Aberdeen  in  the  cause  of  the 
Covenant ;  but  we  have  to  represent  him  now  as  entering  it  the 
third  time  to  chastise  those  whom  he  had  formerly  induced 
to  sign  that  bond !    Having  forded  the  Dee  at  the  Mills  of 
Drum,  he  encamped  at  the  Iwa  Mile  Cross.    Troops  were  col- 
lected in  the  Shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  and  united  with 
those  in  the  City.    The  armies  met  near  the  Justice  Mills,  and 
maintainad  the  light  for  two  hours,  but  at  last  the  Covenanters 
gave  way  before  a  general  assault  of  the  enemy,  and  a  dreadful 
carnage  took  place  as  they  fled  into  the  town.     "  Horribill  wes 
the  slaughter  in  the  flight,"  says  the  royalist  chronicler ;  "  the 
Lieutenant's  men  hewing  and  cutting  all  maner  of  men  they 
could  overtak  with  brode  suordis,  without  mercy  or  remead 
Thir  cruel  Irishes,  seeing  a  man  weill  cleid,  would  first  tjT  him, 
to  saif  his  clothes  unspoiled,  syne  kill  the  man."    For  two  days 
the  depredations  of  these  troops  were  continued,  and  Spalding 
gives  a  lamentable  account  of  the  distress  produced  by  their 
rapacity. 

Montrose  having  retired  to  Kintore,  Argyle  next  entered  the 
City  with  an  army  which  was  soon  increased  to  about  6000 ; 
and  then  went  in  pursuit  of  his  foe.  Our  space  forbids  our 
tracing  the  rapid  movements  of  Montrose,  by  which  he  baffled 
his  pursuer.  In  the  beginning  of  1645,  we  find  him  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Turrift*,  and  the  magistrates  representing  that, 
should  he  approach  the  town,  it  would  be  forsaken  "  through 

I  Jain  fear  of  the  Irishes.*'  He  placed  a  party  of  eight  score  of 
lorsemen  in  it,  who  were  surprised  by  a  troop  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  who  killed  a  few,  carried  off'  several  prisoners,  and  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  all  their  steeds  ;  but  this  disaster  entailed 
on  the  citizens  a  loss  equivalent  to  ten  thousand  pounds. 
Montrose  was  at  length  defeated  at  Philipiiaugh  on  the  anni- 
versary of  liis  victory  at  Aberdeen. 
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While  Montrose  was  endeavouring  to  raise  another  army  in 
the  Highlands,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  collected  his  followers  in 
1645,  and  made  himself  master  of  Moray.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  next  year,  a  body  of  soldiers  wintered  in  Aberdeen  to  watch 
the  movements  of  these  royalists.  After  various  skirmishes, 
Huntly  assailed  the  City,  routed  Montgomerie's  cavalry,  and 
soon  after  obUged  the  foot  to  surrender.  But  Charles,  having 
cast  himself  upon  the  Scottish  army  at  Newark,  ordered  Huntly 
to  lay  down  his  arms  in  the  very  nour  of  his  triumph,  and  the 
tidings  were  received  with  the  greatest  joy,  which  wasmanifested 
in  bonfires,  the  ringing  of  bells  and  a  banquet  at  the  cross. 
Sufficient  surety  having  been  given  by  both  houses  of  Parlia- 
ment concerning  the  safety  and  preservation  of  His  Majesty's 
person,  the  Scottish  army  left  him  with  his  English  suDJects, 
who  beheaded  him  on  30th  January,  1649. 

Aberdeen  was  so  far  concerned  in  the  negotiations  that  were 
begun  for  placing  the  son  of  the  late  monarch  on  the  throne, 
that  Provost  Jaffray,  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  City,  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  sent  to  Holland  to  bring  home  the 
king.  In  reference  to  the  signing  of  the  Covenant  by  the 
Prince>  he  says  in  his  diary,  "  he  sinfully  complied  with  what 
we  most  sinfully  pressed  upon  him — where  I  must  confess,  to 
my  apprehension,  our  sin  was  more  than  his."  While  the 
ScottLsn  commissioners  were  recommending  the  signing  of  the 
Covenant,  Montrose  was  urging  him  to  reject  it,  and  trust  to 
the  sword  for  the  recovery  of  his  throne.  Charles  granted  a 
commission  to  the  Marquis  to  make  a  descent  upon  Scotland, 
while  he  protracted  negotiations  with  the  Presbyterians.  Mont- 
rose, having  landed  in  Orkney,  next  disembarked  on  the  main- 
land and  was  completely  routed  on  the  confines  of  Ross-shire. 
Having  escaped  from  the  field  of  battle,  he  was  discovered  and 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  David  Leslie,  who  carried  him  to 
Edinburgh  where  he  was  executed  and  dismembered. 

Charles,  having  landed  at  Speymouth,  entered  Aberdeen,  7th 
Julv,  1650,  and  was  lodged  in  a  merchant's  house,  opposite  the 
Tollbooth,  on  which*  had  been  fixed  one  of  the  hands  of  the 
Marquis  of  Montrose.  He  was  entertained  at  great  expense, 
but  left  next  day  for  Dunnottar. 

As  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of  Charles  to  regain  the  throne 
is  not  particularly  connectetf  with  Aberdeen,  we  next  observe 
that  an  army  of  the  Commonwealth,  under  General  Monk, 
entered  Aberdeen,  on  Sunday,  7th  September  1C51.  These 
English  troops  remained  in  the  town  for  many  years.  They 
enxited  a  fortification  on  the  Castle-hill,  with  materials  taken 
^Othen  say  the  Justice  Port. 
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from  the  ruins  of  the  Bishop's  palace  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and 
seem  to  have  lived  on  good  terms  with  the  inhabitants. 

During  the  Protectorate,  Scotland  enjoyed  a  space  of  compara- 
tive tranquillity  ;  religious  persecution  was  diminished,  justice 
administered,  and  commerce  encouraged.    But  on  the  death  of 
Cromwell,  Charles  was  restored,  and  entered  London  amid  the 
enthusiatic  acclamations  of  the  populace,  on  29th  May,  1660. 
The  Restoration  was  no  where  hailed  with  greater  joy  than  in 
Aberdeen ;  the  royal  arms  were  replaced  on  the  cross  ;  thanks- 
giving sermons  were  preached ;  bonfires  blazed  in  the  streets  ; 
poems  were  composed ;  psalms  sung ;  fire-arms  discharged  ; 
and  "  the  glasses  m  which  the  kin^*s  health  was  plegded  were 
thrown  and  broken  ! "     The  Synod  of  Aberdeen  met  in  King's 
College,  and  acknowledged  the  sins  of  which  the  land  had  been 
guilty  in  opposing  the  will  of  His  late  Majesty  "  of  precious 
memory,"  as  well  as  of  their  "  gracious  Kin^f,"  and  thus,  as  it 
was  represented  at  Court,  they  had  as  good  as  petitioned  for 
the  restoration  of  Episcopacy. 

The  joy  with  whicli  the  Scots  had  hailed  the  Restoration  was 
but  short-lived  ;  for  Charles,  far  more  deeply  impressed  by  the 
restraints  that  had  been  formerly  laid  upon  him  oy  his  Presby- 
terian countrymen  than  by  gratitude  for  their  devotedness  to 
his  cause,  called  a  Parliament  (1661),  by  whose  members,  pre- 
pared for  the  business  of  the  day  by  the  orgies  of  the  ni^ht, 
the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  was  annulled ;  and  the  close 
of  their  sittings  was  stained  with  the  blood  of  Guthrie  and  Ar- 
gyle.   Next  session  of  Parliament  restored  Prelacy,  and  an  act 
of  Council  declared  all  ministers  incapable  of  holding  their 
charges,  unless  they  received  a  presentation  from  the  patron 
and  collation  by  the  Bishop.     Three  hundred  ministers  of  the 
South  and  West  adhering  to  the  principles  of  the  Covenant, 
refused  to  comply  with  tliese  terms,  and  their  churches  were 
consequently  declared  vacant  by  the  privy-council.  The  flocks 
adhered  to  their  pastors,  and  entreated  them  to  continue  their 
ministrations  among  them.     This  led  to  those  meetings  in  the 
fields  and  glens  for  religious  services  that  were  termed  conven- 
ticleSy  which  the  government,  by  such  tools  as  Claverhouse  and 
his  dragoons,  vainly  endeavoured  to  suppress  through  a  per- 
secution  of  28  years'  duration,  and  by  a  sacrifice  of  many 
hundred  lives.     In  the  northern  districts,  as  may  have  been 
anticipated  from  the  spirit  of  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  king  were  generally  accepted,  and  hence 
the  sufterings  of  the  Covenanters  of  the  North  occupy  but  a 
limited  space  in  the  page  of  history,  compared  with  those  of  the 
West,  although  Wodrow  states,  that  the  Synods  there  dealt 


CIVIL  HISTORY. — ^PARISH  OF  ABERDEEN.  143 

iiarsbly  vnih.  the  few  who  were  opposed  to  Prelacjr,  such  as  Mr. 
Eo^  of  Kilteam,  who  on  being  deposed,  was  reminded  by  the 
moderator,  that  our  Lord  had  sutt'ered  great  wrong  from  the 
S.'ribes  and  Pharisees ! 

For  50  years  after  the  Restoration,  few  local  events  occurred 
of  anv  ^eat  importance  to  the  City ;  save  the  destruction  of 
:\ie  C5ruive  Dyke  on  the  Don  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  and  some 
other  proprietors  on  its  upper  reaches  ;  the  reparation  of  the 
Bl«3cknouse  on  a  threatened  invasion ;  and  the  establishment 
of  a  company  of  militia  whose  pay  was  raised  by  an  assessment 
on  the  citizens. 

On  the  demise  of  the  king,  the  churches  were  draped  with 
black  on  the  subsequent  Sabbath;  and  muffled  bells  tolled 
>>etween  the  sermons;  Monday  was  devoted  to  unbounded 
demonstrations  of  joy  on  the  accession  of  James  II.  to  the 
ihrone ;  but  his  arbitrary  measures  and  avowal  of  the  Popish 
religion  soon  converted  these  expressions  of  loyalty  into  all  the 
turbulence  of  opposing  parties. 

As  there  was  no  event  connected  with  this  reign  in  which 
Aljerdeen  was  pecuUarly  interested,  if  we  except  the  King's 
ckiming  the  right  to  fill  up  the  chief  municipal  offices  in  all 
the  burghs  of  Scotland,  it  is  scarcel^y  consistent  with  our  plan 
to  make  any  further  allusion  to  the  important  national  changes 
that  he  arbitrarily  made,  than  to  state  that,  while  papists  were 
favoured,  the  Covenanters  were  still  pursued  with  such  rigour 
that  1685  was  significantly  called  the  "  killing  year,"  and  that, 
on  the  threatened  descent  on  Scotland  by  Argyle  and  on  Eng- 
land by  Monmouth,  167  of  the  Westland  Covenanters  were 
dragooned  to  suffer  all  the  miseries  of  the  "  Whigs*  Vault "  in 
Dunnottar  Castle.    At  length,  when  the  king  was  exercising 
arbitrary  power  in  all  directions,  substituting  papists  for  pro- 
testants  in  places  of  trust,  and  determined  to  subjugate  the 
country  to  tne  pope ;  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  married 
the  eldest  daughter  of  king  James,  encouraged  by  men  of 
various  parties,  resolved  to  appear  in  Britain  at  the  head  of  an 
armed  force,  in  order  to  uphold  their  constitutional  rights,  and 
preserve  their  rehgious  freedom ;  or,  as  it  was  esmressed  on  the 
iMmner  which  he  unfurled  on  landing  at  Torbay,  for  "  The 
protestant  religion  and  liberties  of  England.'*    James,  who, 
in  the  explicit  language  of  the  Scots,  had  forfaulted  his  throne, 
clandestinely  fled,  and  the  advent  of  William  and  Mary  was 
haiJed  with  joy. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  James  took  his  last  ignominious 
flight,  and  William  took  up  his  residence  in  St.  James's  Palace. 
The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange,  having  accepted  the  crown 
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of  England,  were  proclaimed  king  and  queen — the  revolution 
was  ettected  and  tyninny  crushed !  William  and  Mary  like- 
wise accepted  the  crown  of  Scotland,  where  the  joy  in  hailiiipf 
the  revolution  was  proportionate  to  the  oppression  that  she 
had  endured. 

The  cause  of  James  was  maintained  for  a  time  in  the  Hig-h- 
lands,  but  it  may  be  considered  as  having  ended  in  the  fall  of 
Claver'se  in  the  rass  of  Killiecrankie.  The  Highlanders,  under 
Buchan,  the  successor  of  Dundee,  for  some-  time  infested  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen,  and  plundered  the  pro- 
perty of  those  who  favoured  the  revolution ;  and,  as  many  of 
the  inhabitants  were  not  fully  reconciled  to  it,  a  military  force, 
under  Mackay,  remained  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  Citv ; 
although  the  soldiers  did  not  live  at  free  quarters,  yet  tijo 
citizens  received  but  small  compensation  for  their  provisions, 
and  no  reparation  was  ever  made  for  the  damage  done  in  the 
neighbourhood  both  by  horse  and  foot 

From  the  divided  state  of  opinion  both  on  civil  and  ecclesias- 
tical matters,  the  news  of  the  great  revolution  was  received  in 
Aberdeen  with  equally  divided  feelings  —  the  EpiscopaUans 
adhering  to  the  cause  of  James,  and  the  Presbyterians  rejoicing 
in  the  hope  of  emancipation  from  his  assumption  of  supremacy 
in  spiritual  things.  The  magistrates  prepared  an  address  of 
congratulation  to  their  majesties,  which  was  presented  by  Dr. 
Garden,  one  of  the  ministers,  who  was  graciously  received  at 
court,  although  he  was  afterwards  deprived  of  liis  charge  for 
not  qualifying  to  the  king  and  queen  whom  he  had  welcomed 
to  the  throne ! 

On  the  16th  September  1701,  James  breathed  his  last  at  St. 
Germains,  and  the  French  court  recognised  the  Pretender  as 
James  III.,  on  which  the  English  ambassador  was  instructed  to 
quit  France  without  taking  leave,  wliile  the  French  ambassador 
was  instantly  sent  out  of  England,  and  the  insolence  of  Louis 
was  received  with  a  burst  of  public  indignation. 

But  the  impartial  foot  of  death  was  also  quickly  approaching 
the  gate  of  St  James's ;  and,  regretting  that  he  had  not  lived 
to  see  the  safetv  and  prosperity  of  England  and  Scotland  pro- 
moted by  the  Union,  this  pillar  of  protestantism  and  reviver 
of  constitutional  freedom  passed  away  amid  the  regrets  of  his 
people,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1702. 

Anne,  the  only  surviving  daughter  of  James,  succeeded  to 
the  throne  of  king  William,  by  tne  act  of  settlement,  and  was 
proclaimed  on  the  23rd  of  March,  with  the  usual  demonstrations 
of  joy  on  such  occasions.  In  the  early  part  of  her  reign  (1707), 
the  desire  that  had  so  long  occupied  the  mind  of  William  was 
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.It  length  accomplished  in  the  union  of  England  and  Scotland 
into  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

By  this  treaty,  Aberdeen,  together  with  Arbroath,  Montrose, 
Brechin,  and  Bervie,  became  entitled  to  send  a  member  to  the 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and,  in  October  1708, 
Jolin  Grordon,  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  had  the  honour  of  being 
the  first  commissioner  for  that  district  of  burghs.  As  a  strik- 
iug  contrast  to  the  state  of  things  in  the  present  day,  it  may 
be  stated,  that  this  honour  was  conferred  on  Mr.  Gordon  with- 
out solicitation  or  expense,  and  that  he  was  presented  with  £50 
for  his  iourney  to  the  metropolis,  besides  a  sum  for  his  mainte- 
nance during  the  session  of  rarliament  1 

To  a  high-minded  people,  proud  of  those  ancestors  who  had 
so  bravely  preserved  the  independence  of  their  kingdom,  the 
union  couhl  only  suggest  unpleasant  associations,  and  the  dis- 
c»mtent  of  many  was  so  artfully  increased  by  the  Jacobites, 
that  it  was  thought  the  descent  of  a  French  army  on  the 
Sr-ottLsh  coast  would  be  so  extensively  joined  by  the  main- 
tainers  of  the  Divine  Right  of  kings,  that  James  might  yet  be 
restored  to  his  forfeited  throne.  To  this  part  of  our  history 
belon]^  the  negotiations  of  Hooke,  who  arrived  at  the  Castle 
of  Slains  in  the  be^nning  of  1707,  and  received  the  bond  of 
the  principal  families  of  the  north,  to  appear  for  James  with 
all  the  men  they  could  command. 

At  length,  5,000  troops,  together  vnth.  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
George  attempted  a  lauding  in  the  Forth;  but  the  whole 
enterprise  proved  a  miserable  failure.  The  only  link  we  have 
founu  connecting  this  expedition  with  our  locality,  is  the  fact, 
that  the  Earl  of  Errol  sent  Mr.  George,  a  skipper  of  Aberdeen, 
to  be  the  pilot ;  but  he  having  got  ashore  lost  his  passage  by 
"  carousing  with  his  friends." 

As  the  brilliant  period  of  Queen  Anne's  reign  was  drawing 
to  a  close,  care  was  taken  to  secure  the  sea-ports,  that  the 
Jacobites  might  be  prevented  from  attempting  the  restoration 
of  the  Stuarts.  On  the  demise  of  the  Queen,  August  1st,  1714, 
King  George  was  proclaimed ;  and,  on  20th  October,  he  was 
crowned  at  Westmmster.  As  his  attachment  to  the  whigs 
iuereasetl  the  number  of  malecontents,  so  the  Pretender,  on 
whose  head  a  reward  of  £100,000  had  been  set,  took  this 
opportunity  to  transmit  a  manifesto,  complaining  of  the  in- 
iustice  done  him  in  proclaiming  for  their  king  a  foreign  prince. 
rhe  Earl  of  Mar  assembled  a  body  of  his  retainers  at  Braemar, 
and  there  proclaimed  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  king  of 
Great  Britam,  by  the  title  of  King  James  VIII.  Many  of 
the  Jacobites  flocked  to  liis  standard ;  and  tht;  Pretender  was 
J 
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urffed  to  repair  immediately  to  Britain. 

The  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  on  receiving  intelligence  of 
these  proceedings,  armed  the  citizens  and  secured  the  ports, 
lest  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  the  City  by  the  insurgents. 
The  Government,  however,  seems  to  have  been  so  little  appre- 
hensive of  any  danger  in  this  quarter,  that  they  required  all 
the  gunpowder  in  the  town,  nearly  3,700  lbs.,  to  be  delivered 
for  tne  use  of  His  Majesty's  forces. 

The  Earl  of  Mar  moved  southward,  and  formed  his  camp  at 
Perth,  where  he  was  joined  bv  many  others  of  similar  prin- 
ciples, while  the  Earl  Marischal  came  to  town  with  a  s(iua<lron 
of  horse,  and,  on  the  28th  Septemberjproclaimed  the  Pretender 
king,  with  the  usual  ceremonies.     Tne  citizens,  on  an  order 
from  the  Marischal,  assembled  next  day  in  the  East  Church, 
and  chose  councillors  for  the  ensuing  year.      Among   their 
first  resolutions,  was  the  imposition  of  a  contribution  of  £200 
10s.  9d.  sterling,  towards  the  supplies  of  the  insurgent  army, 
in  virtue  of  an  order  from  the  Earl  of  Mar.    In  a  few  days,  a 
loan  of  £2,000  was  demanded,  of  which  the  sum  of  £500  was 
to  be  levied  immediately.    A  printing  press,  and  300  Lochaber 
axes  were  transmitted  to  Pertn  about  the  same  time. 

Mar,  having  been  joined  by  the  northern  clans,  broke  up  his 
camp  at  Perth,  resolved  to  cross  the  Forth,  unite  with  the 
Jacobites  of  the  south,  and  so  march  into  England.  Having 
proceeded  as  far  as  Auchterarder,  he  learned  that  the  Duke  of 
Argyle,  with  the  royal  forces,  was  advancing  towards  Stirling. 
The  armies  met,  and,  with  considerable  loss  on  both  sides,  the 
battle  of  Sherriffmuir  was  fought,  in  which,  although  both 
generals  claimed  the  victorv  ;  yet  the  fruits  of  the  battle 
were  reaped  by  Argyle,  and  all  the  trophies  of  victory  remained 
in  his  hands,  while  many  of  the  clans  forsook  the  standard  of 
Mar,  because  they  did  not  think  that  their  lowland  allies  had 
done  their  nart  in  the  late  engagement. 

The  Jacobite  cause  was  no  less  unsuccessful  in  other  quar- 
ters ;  Preston  was  rendered  to  the  royal  troops ;  Inverness  was 
reduced  by  the  Whiggish  clans ;  Seaibrth  and  Huntly  withdrew 
their  men  to  protect  their  respective  districts,  so  that  Mar's 
army  was  greatly  reduced,  while  that  of  Argyle  was  receiving 
powerful  accessions. 

The  Chevalier,  while  his  aflfairs  wore  this  rioomy  aspect,  ' 
having  escaped  the  English  men-of-war,  landed  at  Peternead 
on  the  22nd  of  December,  attended  by  only  six  persons,  ' 
and,  next  day  passing  through  Aberdeen,  without  disclosing  ' 
his  rank,  reached  Fetteresso,  a  seat  of  the  Earl  Marischal  ' 
Thither  Mar,  with  about  30  other  gentlemen  repaired,  and, 
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immediately  after  the  ceremony  of  introduction,  proclaimed 
"  James  VIII."  at  the  door  of  the  house.  There  he  received 
addresses  from  the  Episcopal  clergy  and  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen. Having  arrived  at  the  camp,  he  was  disappointed  to 
tind  the  number  of  the  men  so  small,  and  they  were  disap- 
IK)inted  that  he  had  brought  ¥dth  him  neither  men  nor  stores. 
Early  in  Januair,  Argyle,  ui^ed  by  the  government,  prepared 
to  march  against  Perth,  and  Mot,  on  the  last  day  of  the  month, 
began  his  retreat  When  they  had  reached  Montrose,  the 
Chevalier,  Mar  and  a  few  others  secretly  took  shipping  and 
escaped  to  France;  the  troops,  under  general  Gordon,  pro- 
ceeded to  Aberdeen,  and  were  there  disbanded ;  next  day  the 
advanced  guards  of  Argyle  entered  the  City ;  but,  although 
they  pursued  the  fugitives,  they  never  overtook  them.  Some 
gentlemen  procured  shipping  at  Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh, 
and  others  obtained  the  means  of  escaping  in  French  vessels 
from  the  Orkney  Islands,  while  the  diminished  host  disappeared 
amid  the  wilds  of  Badenoch  and  Lochaber. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1719,  through  the  assistance  of 
Sjpain,  once  more  to  kindle  the  flames  of  rebellion  in  favour 
ot  the  Stuarts  ;  and  the  Earl  Marischal  landed  with  3,000 
Spanish  soldiers,  arms  and  money,  on  the  Island  of  Lewes ; 
but  General  Wightman  encountered  the  combined  forces  of 
Spaniards  and  Highlanders  in  Glenshiel,  when  the  latter  were 
dispersed,  and  the  former,  on  laying  down  their  arms,  were 
made  prisoners.  The  Marischal  found  his  way  to  his  ancient 
domains  and  embarked  at  Peterhead 

About  the  middle  of  the  century,  Aberdeen  was  disgraced  by 
kidnapping  persons  of  both  sexes,  and  transporting  them  to 
the  American  plantations,  where  they  were  sold  as  slaves.  The 
persons  engaged  in  this  nefarious  traflSc  included  one  of  the 
bailies  and  the  town  clerk  of  the  City ;  and  the  distress  occa- 
sioned in  many  families  as  some  of  their  members  were  snatched 
away  was  indescribable.  Men  patrolled  the  streets  like  press- 
gangs  and  seized  on  such  lads  as  they  thought  fit  for  their 
jiurpose  ;  ruffians  scoured  the  surroundmg  neighbourhood  and 
even  the  remote  valleys  of  the  Highlands,  and  carried  off  their 
human  prey ;  and,  in  some  instances,  as  a  scarcity  then  pre- 
vailed, the  poor  were  tempted  to  sell  their  relatives.  The 
persons  thus  kidnapped  were  shut  up  in  a  bam  in  the  Green, 
m  the  work-house  or  the  tollbooth.  Parents  might  have  been 
seen  in  a  frantic  state  running  through  the  streets,  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  the  release  of  tiieir  children,  or  crowding  to  the 
windows  of  the  houses  where  they  were  confined  to  bestow  on 
them  their  blessing,  or  to  take  farewell  of  them.   On  departing 
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in  anguish,  they  left  their  maledictions  on  the  authors  of  their 
misery. 

There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  those  that 
were  thus  kiilnai)pecl ;  but  as  one  vessel  that  left  the  harbour  in 
1743  contained  no  fewer  than  G9  persons ;  and  as  the  trade 
was  carried  on  for  nearly  six  yeai*s,  we  cannot  be  far  wrong  in 
estimating  the  whole  at  between  five  and  six  hundred.  They 
were  sold  to  planters  for  a  term  of  years ;  and  they  were  treated 
with  cnielty  to  such  an  extent  "  that  they  were  often  forced  to 
desperate  measures,  and  to  do  away  with  themselves."  So  little 
were  the  rights  of  the  people  regarded,  and  such  was  the  dread 
of  offendintj  the  great,  that,  when  a  father  who  had  been  robbed 
of  his  son  instituted  an  action  before  the  Lords  of  Session,  no 
officer  in  Aberdeen  could  be  prevailed  on  to  cite  the  parties  to 
appear  in  court ! 

At  length,  the  arm  of  justice  reached  these  traffickers  in 
white  slaves.  Peter  Williamson,  after  many  romantic  adven- 
tures, returned  from  his  slavery  in  1757,  and  at  York  published 
an  account  of  his  adventures  from  the  time  he  had  been  carried 
off.  Naturally  desirous  of  hearing  of  his  parents,  he  arrived  in 
Aberdeen  in  1758,  where  he  exhibited  himself  in  the  dress  of 
an  American  savage,  while  his  pamphlet  met  with  an  extensive 
sale.  He  was,  however,  dragged  before  the  magistrates,  and  ac- 
cused of  issuing  a  scurrilous  libel  on  the  City  of  Aberdeen  ;  the 
obnoxious  pa^es  were  condemned  to  be  burned  by  the  hang- 
man ;  the  autnor  was  imprisoned  till  he  should  deny  his  asser- 
tions ;  he  was  then  subjected  to  a  fine  and  banished  from  the 
City.  Williamson  brourfit  an  action  against  the  corporation, 
ana  the  court  imanimously  awarded  him  damages  to  the  amount 
of  £100,  besides  expenses,  which  amounted  to  £H0  more.  An- 
other action  was  brought  against  Bailie  Fordyce,  from  whom 
Williamson  obtained  £200  as  damages,  in  addition  to  the  costs, 
which  were  modified  to  one  hundred  guineas. 

The  death  of  the  Emperor,  Charles  VI.,  in  1740,  gave  rise  to 
a  general  war  in  Europe,  when  the  French  ministry,  in  order  to 
keep  the  British  at  home,  concerted  a  jJan  of  invasion  in  favour 
of  tiie  Pretender.  Transports  were  collected,  15,000  men  were 
shipped  under  the  command  of  Marshal  Saxe,  accompanied  by 
Prince  Charles.  A  storm,  however,  wrecked  a  number  of  the 
transports,  and  thus  for  a  time  put  an  end  to  the  invasion, 
which  might  have  been  far  more  serious  in  its  results  than 
that  which  followed  ;  for,  after  the  defeat  of  the  British  troops 
at  Fontenoy,  the  young  Pretender,  impatient  of  delay,  and  m 
opposition  to  the  advice  of  his  Scottish  friends,  reached  the 
West  Highlands,  and,  on  the  25th  of  July  1745,  accompanied  by 
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seven  persons,  landed  on  Moidart,  and  on  the  19th  of  August, 
the  royal  standard  was  erected  at  Glenfinnan. 

Sir  John  Cope  was  sent  to  crush  the  incipient  rebellion ; 
but,  having  learned  at  Dalwhinnie,  that  the  insurgents  had 
taken  po^ession  of  Corryarrack,  and  deeming  it  imprudent  to 
expose  his  troops  on  its  terraces,  he  pursued  the  route  to 
Inverness.  The  rebels  finding  the  way  clear,  poured  down  on 
the  low  country  and  entered  Edinburm  with  nttle  opposition, 
and,  on  the  17th  of  September,  the  Pretender  found  himself 
in  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  ! 

On  the  10th  of  September,  Sir  John  Cope  arrived  from 
Inverness,  at  the  head  of  200  men,  and  encamped  on  the  Doo- 
Cot  Brae,  which  is  now  occupied  by  Union  Terracey  and  on  the 
loth  he  embarked  his  troops  and  sailed  for  Dunbar.  On  the 
27th,  the  Chamberlain  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon  came  to  the  City 
with  70  foot  and  25  horse,  released  the  prisoners,  proclaimed 
the  Pretender,  and  then  proceeded  to  Edinburgh  to  join  the 
insurgents  there.  In  November,  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  took  pos- 
session of  the  towTi  in  the  name  of  Prince  Charles,  and  in  the 
succeeding  month  he  defeated  at  Inverurie  a  party  of  loyal 
flans  who  were  advancing  to  attack  him. 

The  battle  of  Gladsmuir,  the  Pretender's  advance  to  Derby, 
and  his  retreat  to  the  north  do  not  fall  within  our  limits,  and, 
therefore,  must  be  dismissed  with  this  brief  allusion ;  while  the 
notices  we  have  of  the  contending  parties  in  connection  with 
Al)erdeen,  would  so  far  exceed  our  limits  that  we  must  merely 
select  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  incidents. 

From  the  time  that  it  was  understood  that  the  Pretender 
was  on  the  route  to  the  north  till  after  Culloden,  Aberdeen  was 
in  a  state  of  great  excitement ;  as  the  post  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted, vague  reports  oft  representetl  the  rebels  as  at  hand ; 
French  troops  and  cannon  were  said  to  be  landed  at  Stone- 
Imven  ;  now  a  body  of  troops  was  passing  through  the  town  in 
one  direction  and  now  in  another;  at  lengtli  considerable 
l»o<lie8  of  the  rebels  entered  the  City  ;  some  of  the  masters  of 
the  Grammar  School  omitted  to  pray  for  King  George;  a 
rumour  that  a  minister  who  did  pray  for  him  was  to  be  snot  in 
thn  j>ulpit  was  circulated ;  Chalmers,  the  printer,  fled,  his 
premises  were  forcibly  entered,  and  his  api)rtmtices  forced  to 

1»rint  various  papers  for  the  rebels  ;  boniires  blazed  on  the 
ling's  birth-day  and  boys  shouted  around  them  — "  King 
( rt'orge  for  ever ;  down  with  the  popish  Pretender ! "  At 
l*'ngtn  "  there  came  up  the  Neth(T  Kirkgato  about  a  dozen  of 
hurse,  finely  accoutered ;  there  was  riding  in  the  middle  a 
young  gentleman  upon  a  fine  gelding,  and  wrapped  in  a  scarlet 
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cloak ;  all  his  attendants  had  their  swords  drawn,  but  no  sword 
in  his  hand  ;  before  hira  rode  one  well  mounted,  with  a  French 
horn  ;  immediately  before  him  with  drawn  swords,  rode  some 
bareheaded ;  at  some  distance  a  boy  richly  mounted,  beating  a 
brass  drum ;  it  is  easy  to  mess  wno  is  thia"  This  was  sup- 
posed to  be  Prince  Charles,  but  the  narrator  was  mistaken. 

On  the  23rd  of  February,  the  town  was  considered  to  be 
evacuated  of  all  the  rebels  ;  and  on  the  25th  advanced  parties 
of  the  royalist  dragoons  and  foot  soldiers  arrived.  On  the  27th, 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  welcomed  in  the  Schoolhill  by  a 
deputation  of  the  magistrates,  who  conducted  him  to  his  loclg- 
ings  in  the  Guestrow.  On  the  following  day,  "  the  ministers 
of  the  Synod,  the  professors  of  both  Colleges,  and  other 
respectable  inhabitants,  waited  on  his  Royal  Higlmess,  bidding 
him  welcome  to  the  City,  and  congratulating  him  on  his  success ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  March,  a  ball  was  given  in  Marisehal 
College,  at  which  the  Duke  testified  his  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  citizens,  and  showed  respect  to  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  assembled  on  the  occasion.  He  continued  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  Thomson  advocate,  for  six  weeks,  "  making 
use  of  every  kind  of  provision  found  in  the  house,  coals,  candles, 
ales,  or  other  liquors,  in  the  cellar  and  the  milk  of  the  cow ; 
bed  and  table  linen,  which  were  very  much  spoiled  and  abused  ; 
— When  about  to  march  from  Aberdeen,  he  left  six  guineas  to 
the  three  servants  of  the  house ;  but  did  not  make  the  least 
compliment  or  requittal  to  Mr.  Thomson  for  the  so  long  and 
free  use  of  his  house,  furniture,  and  provisions,  nor  so  much  as 
call  for  his  landlord  and  landlady  to  return  them  thanks."  In 
the  Jacobite  Memoirs,  from  which  this  extract  has  been  taken, 
we  have  an  equally  uncourteous  treatment  of  the  furniture  and 

Erovisions  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  Gordon  of  Hallhead,  in  which 
feneral  Hawley  was  lodged ;  she  was  deprived  of  everything 
except  the  clothes  upon  her  back ;  she  could  not  get  a  little  of 
her  tea,  because  "  it  was  scarce  in  the  army ; "  nor  her  china, 
"  because  it  was  very  pretty  " — in  short  everything  was  refused 
her  !     "  On  the  eve  of  his"^  departure,"  says  Mi's.  Gordon,  "  he 

f)acked  up  every  bit  of  china  I  had,  all  my  bedding  and  table 
inen,  every  book,  my  repeating  clock,  my  worked  screen,  every 
rag  of  my  husband's  clothes — ^and  put  them  on  board  a  ship  in 
the  niffht  time ! "  "  The  best  tea  equipage  was  directed  to 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  at  St.  James's,  and  the  set  of  coloured 
table  china  in  the  same  manner.  The  rest  of  the  things,  to 
General  Hawley."  She  reckoned  her  loss  at  upwards  of  £600. 
To  complete  the  picture,  we  are  told,  that  a  friend  who  recog- 
nized the  china  in  a  shop  window  in  London,  on  asking  the  shop- 
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keeper  of  whom  he  bought  it,  was  informed  "  he  had  it  from  a 
woman  of  the  town  who  told  him  it  was  given  her  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland ! " 

The  Duke  having  placed  a  garrison  of  200  men  in  Gordon's 
Hospital,  left  the  town  on  the  8th  of  April,  having  learned  that 
the  Spey  was  passable.  We  are  not  required  to  follow  him 
and  give  an  account  of  the  warlike  operations  of  either  party 
in  the  north,  further  than  to  say,  that  the  decisive  battle  of 
Culloden  was  fought  upon  the  16th  of  April,  bv  which  the 
rebelUon  was  entirely  crushed,  and  the  hopes  of  tne  Pretender 
completely  destroyed. 

The  intelligence  of  the  victory  occasioned  great  rejoicings  in 
the  City,  which  were  continued  for  many  days,  and  addresses 
were  transmitted  both  to  the  kinff  and  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
on  the  success  that  had  crowned  their  arms. 

The  magistrates  and  councillors  voted  the  freedom  of  the 
town  to  the  Duke  of  Cutnberland,  and  presented  the  burgess 
ticket  in  an  elegant  gilt  box,  ¥dth  many  expressions  of  admira- 
tion of  his  bravery  and  good  conduct  in  so  speedily  and 
effectually  crushing  the  rebellion. 

After  tne  battle,  Fleming's  regiment  returned  to  Aberdeen, 
and  remained  in  cantonments  during  the  summer.  On  the  1st 
of  August,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  accession  of  George  I., 
tliey  ordered  the  windows  to  be  illuminated.  When  this  was 
not  done  so  readily  as  the  oflSicers  expected,  they  gave  orders 
to  the  soldiers  to  break  the  windows.  The  magistrates  de- 
termined to  sue  them  for  the  mischief  that  had  been  done,  but 
the  matter  was  referred  to  arbitration,  and  those  received 
compensation  for  their  loss  who  chose  to  make  application. 

W  hen  the  rebellion  was  thus  ended  and  peace  restored  to 
the  country,  the  government  felt  the  importance  of  preventing 
the  Highlanders  from  again  disturbing  it.  On  the  principle  of 
extracting  the  sting  of  a  wasp  in  order  to  render  it  harmless, 
they  passed  the  disarming  act,  by  which,  it  has  been  said,  their 
friends  were  deprived  of  their  arms,  while  their  enemies  retained 
them. 

Disputes  having  sprung  up  in  1756  between  Britain  and 
France  concerning  the  British  settlements  in  America,  formid- 
able armaments  were  fitted  out  both  by  sea  and  land.  As  an 
invasion  of  Britain  was  threatened  by  France,  so  the  magistrates 
of  Aberdeen  adopted  the  necessary  measures  for  the  defence  of 
the  City.  The  olockhouse  was  repaired  and  mounted  with 
four  twelve-pounders,  and  the  citizens  were  enrolled  as 
volunteers ;  but  happily  their  services  were  never  reauired. 

The  22nd  of  September,  1761,  having  been  fixea  for  the 
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coronation  of  Kin^  George  III.  and  Queen  Caroline,  was 
ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of  the  bells  and  the  blazing  of  bon- 
fires ;  a  concert  was  held  in  Marischal  College  ;  the  healths  of 
the  kinff  and  queen  were  drunk  on  the  Castlegate  amid  the 
firing  of  volleys  ;  the  trades  made  a  grand  procession  through 
the  streets,  and,  in  the  evening,  the  houses  were  brilliantly 
illuminated. 

A  long  continuance  of  unfavourable  weather  retarded  the 
harvest  of  17G7,  and  threatened  scarcity.  The  rise  in  the  price 
of  com  led  to  a  "meal-mob,"  which  the  magistrates  being 
unable  to  restrain,  were  compelled  to  call  the  military  to  their 
assistance,  when  one  man  was  killed  and  several  were  wounded. 
One  of  the  ringleaders  was  banished  from  the  kingdom,  and 
another  transported  in  virtue  of  the  sentence  of  uie  circuit 
court. 

When  the  war  which  terminated  in  American  independence 
was  drawing  to  a  close,  the  attention  of  many  statesmen  was 
directed  to  parliamentary  reform,  and  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced into  tne  House  of^  Commons  by  Pitt,  in  1782;  but  lus 
measures  were  opposed,  and  for  a  time  abandoned.  Tliis 
agitation,  however,  seems  to  have  aroused  the  minds  of  many 
to  seek  a  reform  in  the  self-electing  and  irresponsible  system 
of  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland.  Aberdeen  was  among  the 
foremost  to  move  in  this  matter,  and  an  important  letter, 
WTitten  by  Mr.  Ewen,  mc^rchant,  was  adressed  to  Pitt  upon  the 
subject,  and  an  association  was  formed  which  had  a  great 
influence  in  ultimately  leading  to  the  desiderated  reform. 

The  French  revolution  involved  Britain  in  a  war  of  nearly 
22  years'  duration,  which  terminated  in  the  decisive  factory  of 
Waterloo,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1815.  As  the  invasion  of  this 
country  was  frequently  threatened  in  the  beginning  of  this 
war,  tlie  whole  country  was  soon  in  arms,  prepared  to  repel  the 
invader.  The  citizens  of  Aberdeen  formed  a  corps  of  volunteers 
without  any  consideration  for  their  services  or  allowance  for 
clothing.  Tliey  continued  to  serve  with  great  zeal  for  several 
years,  till  the  government  adopted  a  plan  tor  employing  the 
services  of  all  that  were  cai)abre  of  bearing  arms,  not  only  for 
preserving  internal  trancpillity,  but  also  for  repelling  any 
attempt  at  invasion. 

The  beginning  of  the  century  was  rendered  memorable  by 
great  disasters  at  sea,  in  which  a  large  amount  of  shipping,  and 
not  fewer  than  100  seamen  belonging  to  the  port  were  lost. 

In  celebrating  the  anniversary  oi  tlie  king's  birth-day,  in 
1802,  an  untoward  occurance  in  the  evening  resulted  in  the  loss 
of  the  lives  of  several  citizens.     The  officers  of  the  Ross  and 
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Cromarty  Ro/agers  had,  together  with  the  magistrates,  been 
Iriiiking  His  Majesty's  health  in  the  town-hall.  On  returning 
•o  the  barracks,  they  afforded  evidence  of  having  partaken 
freely  of  the  wine,  when  the  boys  on  the  street  on  such 
'>x'asions,  began  to  pelt  them  with  garbage.  The  officers 
cnlled  out  the  soldiers  who  repeatedly  fired  upon  the  populace, 
four  of  whom  were  killed  and  many  severely  wounded.  Three 
of  the  officers  and  two  sergeants  were  brought  before  the  hi^h 
rourt  of  justiciary  at  Edmburgh,  when  tne  jury  found  the 
officers  not  guilty,  and  the  libel  against  the  sergeants  not 
jftoven  ! 

As  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  Aberdeen  had  greatly 
increased,  the  magistrates  entered  on  those  improvements  of 
the  harbour  in  1810,  which  from  time  to  time  have  been  con- 
linued  to  the  present  day,  as  they  have  been  described  in 
another  section  of  this  work. 

Ou  the  1st  of  April,  1813,  a  violent  tempest,  accompanied 
with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  occasioned  great  disaster  among  the 
Greenland  ships  that  had  put  to  sea,  with  a  melancholy  loss  of 
life.  The  Oscar  was  wrecked  in  the  Greyhope,  and  only  two 
out  of  a  crew  of  44  were  saved. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1816  a  shock  of  an  earthquake  was 
felt  in  various  parts  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  which 
lasted  nearly  six  seconds  ;  and,  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
afterwards,  another,  but  a  slighter  shock,  was  distinctly  felt 
This  is  the  only  instance  of  a  similar  occurance  in  this  quarter 
since  1608. 

Having  now  brought  the  good  ship  Bon- Accord  fairly  into 
the  current  of  the  ninteenth  century,  we  shall  not  so  minutely 
record  the  events  she  has  since  encountered,  as  the  more 
prominent  of  them  will  fall  to  be  noticed  in  other  sections  of 
our  work 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

Although  many  eminent  men  have  carefully  investigated  the 
liiiits  that  occur  in  several  authors,  yet  the  time  at  which 
Christianity  was  introduced  into  Britain,  and  especially  into 
north  Britain  has  never  been  accurately  ascertained,  and  far 
less  the  names  of  those  who  first  proclaimed  to  the  idolatrous 
inhabitants  "  the  glorious  gospel."  Rejecting  the  statement  of 
Fordoun  and  its  amplification  by  Boece,  it  seems  to  be  agreed 
that  Christianity  had  penetrated  farther  than  the  Roman  arms 
in  this  quarter,  al)out  the  beginning  of  the  third  century ;  that 
it  was  mtroduced  among  the  southern  Picts  by  Ninian,  and 
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amon^  the  northern  bv  Columba,  the  Abbot  of  lona,  "that 
illustrious  island,  which  was  once  the  luminary  of  the  Cale- 
donian regions,  whence  savage  clans  and  roving  barbarians 
derived  the  benefits  of  knowledge  and  the  blessings  of  religion." 
Columba  himself,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century, 
frequently  visited  the  mainland,  and  his  followers  penetrated 
the  remotest  glens.  Among  those  early  missionaries  was 
Machar,  who  was  told  to  go  onward  till  he  should  find  a  river 
whose  windings  resembled  the  figure  of  a  bishop's  crosier,  and 
there  he  was  to  build  a  church.  Having  reached  the  Don, 
they  saw  the  sign  indicated,  and  there  ttiey  built  a  church 
which  was  dedicated  to  St  Machar,  and  became  the  Cathedral 
of  Aberdeen  in  the  time  of  David  I.  A  glance  at  the  map  in 
Gordon's  Descriptio  will  show  that  no  great  effort  of  imagina- 
tion was  required  to  observe  the  symbol  that  arrested  the  saint. 

Having  tnus  brought  the  light  of  Christianity  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Don,  we  shall  now  give  a  brief  account  of  ecclesiastical 
matters  on  the  bank  of  the  Dee. 

At  an  early  period,  we  meet  with  houses  of  different  orders 
of  Friars,  a  monastery  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  the 
parish  church  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  wno  was  Bishop  of 
Myra  in  Lycia,  a  province  of  Asia  Minor.  He  was  esteemed 
the  patron  of  Mariners,  and  this  may  probably  have  recom- 
mended him  to  the  citizens  of  Aberdeen,  who  commemorated 
his  nativity  with  great  festivity.  The  date  of  the  foundation 
of  the  church  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  in  a  flourishing  condition  in  the  thirteenth  century.  The 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  as  a  dependency  on  the  Bishopric,  was 
served  by  a  vicar,  together  with  a  curate  and  chaplains,  w^ho,  in 
1491,  were  22  in  number,  but,  in  1519,  were  restricted  to  16. 
John  de  Kyngorne  was  instituted  to  the  vicarage  about  the 
year  1342,  by  Bishop  Alexander  of  Kynynmounde,  who  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Episcopal  see  in  1329.  l)ivine  Service  was 
performed,  and  masses  were  celebrated  by  the  curate  and 
chaplains,  and  the  institution  was  supported  by  the  magis- 
trates, who  were  patrons,  and  by  donations  from  the  people, 
and  the  fabric  of  the  church  was  maintained  by  taxes  on  the 
community.  What  rendered  so  many  chaplains  necessary  and 
afforded  the  principal  part  of  their  support,  was  the  erection  of 
chantry  altars,  which  were  dedicated  to  particular  saints,  and 
endowed  by  many  of  the  citizens.  Kennedy  in  his  Annals, 
has  given  an  account  of  31  of  these  altars,  stating  to  what 
saints  thejr  were  dedicated  and  by  what  citizens  they  had  been 
endowed,  in  order  that  on  the  anniversaries  of  their  death, 
masses  might  be  said,  and  prayers  offered  for  their  own  souls 
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and  those  both  of  their  ancestors  and  successors.  The  endow- 
ments of  these  altars  arose  from  grants  of  certain  crofts  or 
tenements.  One  of  these  chantries  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  the  parchment  deed,  with  the  seals  of  CoUison  and 
Ruderford,  of  date  1550,  was  discovered  on  the  taking  down  of 
an  old  house  in  1868,  by  which  a  piece  of  ground  running  from 
the  Grallowgate  to  the  margin  of  the  Loch,  had  been  conveyed 
to  the  chaplains  who  served  at  it.  As  12  persons  had  to  be 
present  at  the  celebration  of  these  masses,  the  bellman  was 
sent  through  the  town  to  convene  the  people,  and,  as  a  farther 
inducement  to  the  poor  to  congregate  on  such  occasions, 
certain  alms,  destined  for  that  purpose  by  the  founders  of  the 
altars,  were  distributed  among  the  poor  who  chose  to  be 
present. 

In  1340,  the  largest  imaffe  of  St  Nicholas,  which  was  placed 
over  the  centre  of  the  hign  altar,  was  presented,  and,  in  1351, 
Wilham  de  Leith,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  presented  to  the 
church  two  large  bells,  the  one  called  Laurence  and  the  other 
Maria,  besides  contributing  to  the  erection  of  the  Quire  and 
north  aisle.  In  the  year  1485,  we  find  the  council  and  com- 
munity imposing  a  tax  on  all  sheep  and  swine  brought  into  the 
town,  m  order  to  defray  the  expense  of  constructing  new  organs. 
From  an  early  period,  we  find  that  the  salmon-fishing  had 
been  prosecuted  on  Sabbath,  and  that,  for  the  support  of  the 
church,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  fish  then  caught  was 
appropriated  under  the  name  of  holy  days*  fish !  In  1477, 
Walter  Young,  chaplain,  was  appointed  to  perform  divine 
service  in  the  churcn  for  a  yearly  salary  of  10  merks,  and  his 
meals  for  five  days  of  the  week  from  five  of  the  wealthiest 
inhabitants  alternately.  In  the  year  1575,  the  approach  of  the 
Reformation  led  the  chaplains  to  resign  the  whole  lands,  fish- 
ings and  annuities  they  nad  received  from  the  people,  to  the 
magistrates,  for  the  benefit  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  an  asylum 
for  decayed  brethren  of  Guild,  reserving  to  themselves  however 
the  life  rent  of  the  property  for  their  maintenance. 

The  precise  date  of  the  foundation  of  St.  Nicholas  Church 
has  not  been  ascertained.  It  was  built  in  the  Gothic  style, 
and  divided  from  the  quire  by  a  wooden  screen,  which,  after 
the  Reformation  was  replaced  by  a  wall,  that  thus  formed  the 
whole  building  into  two  churches. 

Bailie  Skene,  in  1685,  gives  the  following  description  of 
these  churches.  "  Aberdeen  hath  ever  had  since  the  time  of 
Poperie  a  great  and  fair  Fabric,  containing  two  great  and 
spacious  Churches  for  Public  Worship ;  the  greatest  towards 
tne  West  is  called  the  Old-Church,  the  lesser  towards  the  Ea^t 
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18  called  the  New-Church,  with  a  stately  Spire  or  Steeple,  t\\e 
Churches  and  Spire  or  Sterph  are  covered  beautifully  with 
Lectdy  and  within  plenished  neatly  with  good  Dasks  and  Galrles 
of  excellent  Workmanship  of  Wainscot,  and  great  and  large 
Lights  and  Windows. 

In  the  Ste^i^le  are  three  great  and  harmonious  Bells,  in  sound 
each  descending  below  another,  but  by  one  Musical  Note  as 
upon  a  Biimdl-Clieff,  and  these  three  BelU  strike  24  streaks  at 
every  half  hour  in  a  sweet  and  pleasant  Concord,  the  great 
Clock  having  four  fair  Horologes  with  conspicious  Figure.'i 
clearly  guilded,  one  to  every  Airth,  viz.,  South,  Northy  East, 
and  \Vest,  for  use  to  every  part  of  the  City  and  Suburbs. 
These  Bells  beinff  rung  for  conveening  to  Public  Worship,  on 
Sabbath  Dayes,  there  is  but  one  Bell  rung  first,  at  the  second 
two  Bells,  and  at  the  third  three  Bells,  which  make  a  grave  and 
melodious  Melodic." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  18th  century,  it  became  ruinous,  the 
lead,  referred  to  above,  was  stripped  oft',  and,  in  1742,  the 
whole  fiibric  fell  to  pieces. 

The  Quire  was  begun  to  be  erected  on  the  east  end  of  the 
church  in  1477,  but  was  not  completed  till  1507,  and  in  tlie 
following  year  it  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Elphinston,  In 
the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  wiien  the  intluence  of  the 
Reformation  began  to  be  felt  in  the  north,  the  magistrates 
required  the  chaplains  to  produce  the  chalices  and  other  silver 
work,  that,  in  the  course  of  ages,  had  been  presented  to  the 
church ;  but  the  whole  amounted  only  to  about  320  oz.  of  silver. 

In  the  year  1751,  the  magistrates  entered  into  contracts  with 
an  Aberdeen  mason  and  Edinburgh  WTights  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  church  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  according  to  a  plan  by 
Mr.  James  Gibb,  an  eminent  architect  in  London,  but  a  native 
of  Aberdeen,  and  the  undertaking  was  completed  in  1755, 
when  the  church  was  opened  for  divine  service  by  the  Rev. 
James  Ogilvie,  and  thus,  in  its  turn,  became  the  new  church — 
an  order  of  tilings  which  the  present  generation  has  again  seen 
reversed.  The  square  tower,  supj)orted  by  arches,  is  terminated 
by  an  octagonal  steeple,  which  rises  to  the  height  of  140  feet 
above  the  ground.  To  tlie  bells  formerly  in  the  tower,  five 
were  added  in  1859,  so  that  bell-ringing  is  now  practised  in  a  • 
scientific  manner. 

After  the  restoration,  the  episcopal  form  of  worship  was 
generally  observed  by  the  citizens  ;  but  the  General  Assembly, 
m  1694,  appointed  a  committee  to  rectify  this  deviation; 
but,  as  the  ministers  refused  to  comply,  they  were  obliged  to 
demit  their  charges,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ramsay,  of  Calder, 
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having  been  called  by  the  magistrates,  was  the  first  presbyterian 
Uiiuister  of  St.  Nicholas  Church  after  the  revolution. 

In  the  year  1834,  during  the  incumbency  of  the  late  Rev. 
James  Foote,  D.D.,  the  East  Church,  constructed  of  sandstone 
hnnight  from  Morayshire,  was  rebuilt  of  whitish  granite,  in  the 
I^hiin  Gothic  style.  Under  the  east  end  is  a  small  Chapel,  called 
the  Cell  of  our  Lady  of  Pity,  or  St,  Mary's  Chapel,  in  which 
e<,-clesiastical  meetings  are  occasionally  held. 

These  churches  are  surrounded  by  a  crowded  graveyard,  the 
southern  side  of  which,  running  along  Union  Street,  is  enclosed 
by  a  handsome  Fa9ade. 

Our  limits  forbid  any  reference  to  the  numerous  monu- 
ments and  interesting  inscriptions  that  occur  in  the  burying 
ground ;  but  reference  may  be  made  to  a  monumental  brass  in 
the  West  Church,  in  honour  of  Dr.  Duncan  Liddel,  who  died 
in  1613,  and  to  a  monument  in  memory  of  Mrs.  AUardyce 
of  Dunnottar,  by  Bacon ;  while  the  east  end  is  ornamented 
bv  two  pieces  of  tapestry,  executed  by  Mary  Jameson,  daughter 
oi  the  celebrated  painter. 

Among  the  places  dedicated  to  religious  worship  in  the 
City  at  an  early  period,  was  St.  Catherine's  Chapel,  built  on  the 
hill  to  which  it  gave  name,  near  the  west  end  of  the  Castlegate, 
in  the  year  1242.  St.  Ninian*s  Chapel  stood  within  the  ram- 
parts of  the  Castle-hill,  and  in  the  year  1566,  the  east  end  of  it 
was  converted  into  a  lighthouse  ;  on  the  top  of  it  was  placed 
the  flag-staft'  of  the  town  ;  and  in  1677,  the  celebrated  Robert 
Barclay  of  Ury,  and  other  "  Friends "  were  imprisoned  in  a 
dark  apartment  of  it  •  but  in  1794,  the  area  within  the  ram- 
parts, together  with  the  chapel,  was  presented  to  government 
tor  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  Military  Barracks. 

"  Also,"  says  Bailie  Skene,  "  there  is  another  Fabric  in  the 
midst  of  the  City,  of  a  large  length  called  the  Gray-Friars- 
Church,  with  a  little  Sjyire  or  Steeple,  and  a  Bell,  which  is 
always  rung  for  conveening  to  all  public  Lesacms  in  the  Colledge, 
and  a  pubhc  Clock."  This  Church  had  belonged  to  the  Grey 
Friars,  and  is  said  to  have  been  erected  for  tnem  by  Bishop 
Gavin  Dunbar,  about  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century.  The 
magistrates,  in  1567,  acquired  a  right  to  the  property,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  hospital  for  indigent  persons  who 
were  disabled,  and  for  orphans.  This  purpose,  however,  was 
never  accomplished,  and,  at  last,  the  property,  with  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  cnurch,  was  presented  to  the  Earl  Marischal  for  the 
site  of  his  College.  In  1768,  the  church  underwent  a  thorough 
repair ;  the  length,  alluded  to  above,  was  reduced  by  20  feet, 
and  the  "  little  spire  "  was  removed ;  and  now  it  is  desirable 
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that  the  whole  structure  were  removed,  that  the  front  of  the 
College  might  be  opened  up  to  Broad  Street. 

The  Trinity  Church  likewise  had  its  "  little  steeple  ; "  but  at 
the  Reformation,  when  the  monastery  of  the  Trinity  Friars  was 
suppressed,  and  their  buildings  and  church  had  ultimately 
become  the  property  of  Dr.  Guild,  it  was  presented  by  him  to 
the  Incorporated  Trades,  by  whom  the  chapel  was  repaired  in 
1630. 

In  1794,  on  the  mag^istrates  refusing  to  grant  the  hearers  of 
the  East  Church  a  voice  in  the  "  call "  of  a  minister,  the  dis- 
sentients, with  the  sanction  of  the  Presbytery,  erected,  on  the 
site  of  the  old  chapel,  a  large  building,  without  any  architec- 
tural pretentions,  which  continued  to  he  numerously  attended 
till  the  Disruption,  when  the  building,  having  been  disused  as 
a  place  of  worship  for  several  years,  was  at  length  converted 
into  a  Music  HalL 

"  There  is  a  Fabric,"  says  our  old  historian,  "  builded  by  the 
Citizens  for  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Village  of  Futtie,  appointed 
for  catechiseing  that  People,  which  since  hath  had  a  Minister 
to  preach,  though  not  as  a  distinct  Parish.     All  the  Citizens 
and  that  people  being  under  one  Session  or  ConstitutionaZl  for 
discipline."    This  place  of  worship,  in  a  very  humble  form,  was 
built  by  the  magistrates  about  the  year  1498,  and  the  fishers 
contributed  so  much  per  boat  to  the  maintenance  of  the  chap- 
lain, by  whom  two  weekly  masses  were  duly  celebrated  till  the 
time  of  the  Reformation,  when  the  chapel  was  allowed  to  fall 
into  decay  ;  but,  in  1G31,  the  chapel  was  repaired  by  voluntary 
contributions,  and  George  Davidson  of  Pettens  surrounded  the 
graveyard  with  a  stone  *'  dyk,"  as  is  indicated  by  an  inscrip- 
tion on  a  stone  in  the  wall     In  1787,  the  old  fabric  wjis 
demoUshed,  and  a  more  commodious  structure,  with  a  belfry, 
was  erected  in  its  place,  which  was  replaced,  in  1828,  by  the 
present  neat  building  in  the  Gothic  style,  with  an  elegant 
tower  or  belfry;  the  district  has  been  constituted  a  parish, 
named  St.  Clement,  to  whom  the  original  chapel  had  been 
dedicated. 

Such  were  the  churches  to  which  the  inhabitants  repaired  to 
worship  at  this  early  period ;  but,  as  the  population  increased, 
additional  accommodation  was  required.  This  necessity  pro- 
duced Chapels  of  Ease  in  connection  with  the  Establishment, 
and  meeting  places  for  the  various  sects  that  dissented  either 
from  its  doctrines,  discipline,  or  government.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, till  1828,  that  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas  was  divided 
into  six  parishes,  by  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Teinds,  and  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  1834.      The  Chapels  of  Ease 
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were  connected  with  a  parochial  district  quoad  sacra.  Thus 
Xaj  the  four  churches  already  described,  were  added  the  South 
Church,  which,  in  1830,  replaced  a  chapel  that  had  been  built 
by  the  relief  body  in  1779,  and  soon  after  became  connected 
with  the  Establishment.  The  North  Church  was  erected  in 
1?526,  into  which  the  minister  of  the  East  Church  was  inducted. 

The  following  are  the  Churches  that  had  assigned  to  them 
{jarishes  quoad  sacra  : — Trinity  Church,  Union  Church,  which 
was  erected  as  a  chapel  of  Ease  in  1822,  and  John  Knox*s 
CTiurch,  built  as  a  chapel  of  Ease  in  1833.  The  causes  that 
had  kept  the  church  of  the  Original  Burgher  congre^tion  in  a 
state  of  separation,  having  been  removed,  it  was  united  to  the 
Establishment,  and  a  parochial  district  assimed  to  it,  which 
was  called  Melville  parish.  In  1825,  a  chapel  was  built  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  tne  Quay,  by  the  Seamen's  Friend  Society, 
and  preaching  was  maintameci  in  it  by  the  ministers  of  the 
various  evangelical  denominations.  After  having  been  shut  up 
for  some  time,  it  was  constituted  a  church  quoad  sax^ra,  under 
the  name  of  Mariners*  Church,  in  1840,  and  a  parish  assigned 
to  it 

Of  the  numerous  places  of  worship  that  have  been  built  in 
more  recent  times,  we  can  give  but  a  very  brief  notice,  premis- 
ing that  many  of  them  nave  been  rebuilt,  and  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  they  have  been  brought  out  of  obscure  corners 
into  more  prominent  situations. 

Notwithstanding  the  deUverance  that  was  eflfected  by  the 
"  bright  and  blissful  Reformation,"  not  a  few  in  the  northern 
ports,  under  the  wing  of  the  Gordon  family,  still  adhered  to 
the  despotism  that  had  been  overthrown.  As  our  forefathers 
regarded  the  Papacy  inimical  to  their  civil  rights,  so  civil 
restraints  were  laid  upon  the  professors  of  a  reUgion  that 
taught  them  to  transfer  their  allegiance  to  a  foreign  power. 
For  many  years,  therefore,  after  the  overthrow  of  popery  by 
the  nation,  its  adherents  had  no  pubUc  place  of  worship  in 
Aberdeen ;  their  priests,  however,  performed  the  rites  of  their 
religion  in  private  houses,  and  met  with  little  inconvenience. 
In  1700,  there  were  80  persons  of  that  persuasion  in  Aberdeen, 
and  rather  more  than  a  century  ago  they  began  to  worship 
more  openly,  and  fitted  up  a  tenement  in  the  north-east  corner 
of  Castle  Street  as  a  place  of  worship  ;  this  house  was  replaced 
by  a  chapel,  built  in  1803,  and  enlarged  in  1814,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  their  place  of  worship,  dedicated  to  St  Peter,  till 
a  spacious  church  was  built  a  few  years  ago  in  Huntly  Street, 
ana  called  the  Church  of  the  Assumption. 

As  the  Episcopal  form  of  church  government  was  so  much 
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favoured  by  the  House  of  Stuart,  and  as  the  ardour  for  the 
Covenant  in  loyal  Aberdeen  was  weak  compared  with  that  of 
other  places,  so  the  ministers  of  St.  Nicholas  continued   for 
several  years  after  the  abolition  of  prelacy  to  administer  the 
ordinances  of  religion  after  the  mocle  of  Scottish  Episcoj)acy. 
This   irregularity,  however,  wjis   terminated  by  the   General 
Assembly.      The  ministers  of  this  persuasion,  who  declined  to 
take  the  prescribed  oaths,  were  consecjuently  called  non-jurors, 
and,  on  account  of  the  sympathy  they  showed  with  the  move- 
ments for  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  they  exposed  them- 
selves to  pains  and  penalties.     After  the  Revolution,  there  were 
generally  two  meeting  houses  in  the  town ;   one  of  these  con- 
gregations, under  Bishop  John  Skinner,  built  a  place  of  worship 
m  Longacre,  in  1770  ;  and,  about  20  years  afterwards,  a  spacious 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  was  built  in  its  place,  and  in 
1817,  the  congregation  removed  to  the  elegant  building,  bearing* 
the  same  name,  in  King  Street     The  other  Episcopal  congrega- 
tion occupied  a  chapel  in  Golden  Square,  which  was  erected 
about  1812,  and,  a  few  years  ago,  tliey  removed  to  a  new 
church  in  Crown  Terrace. 

A  number  of  those  who  adhered  to  the  Episcopal  persuasion, 
formed  themselves  into  a  congregation,  in  which  a  clergyman, 
ordained  by  an  English  Bishop,  should  conduct  worship 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Church  of  England.  In  1721, 
they  erected  a  chapel  on  the  west  side  of  the  Gallowgate,  which 
was  replaced  by  an  ele<^ant  building  in  18G6. 

As  tnese  are  the  oldt\st  represent^itive  Episcopal  congrega- 
tions, a  more  narticular  account  has  been  given  of  them  than 
our  space  will  atford  of  those  more  recently  formed,  and 
worshipping  respectively  in  St  James's,  Crown  Street ;  St 
Mary's,  Carden  Place ;  and  St.  Margaret's,  Seamount  Place. 

Proceeding  now  to  those  congregations  who  represent  the 
Seceders  from  the  Church  of  Scotland,  the  first  was  connected 
with  the  Burgher  Synod,  and  was  formed  by  those  who,  on  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Bisset,  in  1756,  had  been  denied  the 
right  of  a  popular  call.  They  fitted  up  a  place  of  worsliip  near 
the  Weighhouse  Square,  and  hence  the  granary  that  stands 
there  was  wont  to  be  called  the  Auld  Kirk  ;  but  in  1772,  they 
erected  a  church  in  St.  Nicholas  Street,  which  is  now  Free 
Melville  Church.  Their  first  minister  was  Mr.  Dick,  father  of 
the  late  Dr.  Dick  of  Glasgow,  and  his  induction  sermon  was 
preached  by  Mr.  M'Ewen,  author  of  the  well-known  work  upon 
the  Types, 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Dick,  in  1795,  the  congregation  failed 
to  preserve  unanimity  in  the  choice  of  a  successor,  and  con- 
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^equently  the  minority  erected  a  place  of  worship  in  Belmont 
Street,  and  united  tnemselves  with  the  Associate  Burgher 
Srnod.  Their  Church  was  removed  by  the  formation  of  Union 
Street,  and  another  built  in  St.  Nicholas  Lane,  which  has  been 
recced  by  a  more  commodious  structure. 

The  church  of  the  Antiburgher  Seceders  was  erected  on  the 
east  side  of  Belmont  Street,  m  1780,  and  has  recently  been 
replaced  by  an  elegant  building  of  dressed  granite.  jSjiother 
Antiburgher  place  of  worship  was  erected  in  Skene  Terrace  in 
1810,  and  stul  retains  its  original  denomination,  whilst  the 
others,  together  with  those  in  George  Street,  Charlotte  Street, 
Sl  Paul  Street,  and  Nelson  Street,  are  all  embraced  under  the 
denomination  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

There  was  a  chapel  of  relief  erected  in  a  court  on  the  west 
side  of  Shiprow,  in  1780,  but  was  removed  in  consequence  of 
the  formation  of  Market  Street,  when  the  congregation  built 
another  in  John  Street ;  but,  together  with  another  in  St. 
Paul  Street,  it  is  now  connected  with  the  Evangelical  Union. 

The  Gaelic  population  of  the  City,  having  been  formed  into 
a  congregation  by  Dr.  Ronald  Bayne,  worshipped  for  some  time 
in  St.  Jfery's  Chapel,  under  the  East  Church ;  but  in  1795, 
they  erected  a  chapel  in  Gaelic  Lane,  which  is  now  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Free  Church. 

The  Congregationalists  erected  a  place  of  worship  in  a  court 
in  George  Street,  in  1789  ;  and  tne  representatives  of  the 
congregation  have  recently  removed  to  an  elegant  and  com- 
modious structure  on  the  west  side  of  Belmont  Street.  There 
are  other  Independent  Churches  in  Frederick  Street,  Black- 
firiars  Street,  and  Park  Street. 

The  celebrated  John  Wesley  appeared  in  Aberdeen  in  1761, 
and  those  who  adopted  his  doctrines  built  an  hexagonal  church 
on  the  north  side  of  Queen  Street,  but  ultimately  removed  to 
the  chapel  in  Lon^cre,  and  have  just  taken  possession  of  a 
conspicuous  building  in  Crown  Terrace.  A  branch  of  this 
congregation  a  few  years  ago  connected  themselves  with  the 
Free  Methodist  Church,  and  worship  in  a  neat  building  in  Dee 
Street. 

At  an  early  period,  the  Friends  or  Quakers  had  their  re- 
presentatives in  Aberdeen,  ^nd  an  interesting  account  of  their 
proceedings  will  be  found  in  the  life  of  Alexander  Jaflray, 
published  in  1833.  Their  place  of  meeting  was  for  a  long  time 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Guestrow,  but  it  is  now  in  Diamond 
Street. 

The  Baptists  are  divided  into  Scottish  and  EngUsh;  the 
former  having  meeting  houses  in  George  Street  and  South 


1G2  SCHOOLS. — PARISH   OF  ABERDEEN. 

Silver  Street,  and  the  latter  have  recently  erected  a  new  church 
in  Crown  Terrace. 

A  chapel  for  Christian  Unitarians  was  erected  in   George 
Street,  in  1840. 

The  next  important  change  in  the  ecclesiastical  history  of 
Scotland,  and  which  greatly  attected  Aberdeen,  was  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Ten  Years'  Ci)nflict  for  Christ's  headship  in 
spiritual  things,  in  the  great  Disruption  of  the  Rstablished 
Church.  On  the  18th  of  May,  1843,  no  fewer  than  474 
ministers  left  the  Established  Church,  and,  together  with  the 
elders,  constituted  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  Most  of  the 
cities  and  parishes  throughout  the  land  contributed  their 
quota ;  but,  although  the  moderatism  of  Aberdeenshire  had  be- 
come proverbial — ^hereditary — yet  Aberdeen  alone  enjoyed  the 
honour  of  seeing  all  her  ministers,  who  were  connected  with 
the  Establishment,  relinquish  their  status  and  emoluments,  and 
join  the  phalanx  that  marched  from  St.  Andrew's  Cliurch  to 
Canonmills  Hall.  As  a  general  rule,  the  majority  of  each  con- 
gregation in  Aberdeen  followed  their  ministers,  and  churches 
accordingly  had  to  be  built  for  them. 

For  the  most  part,  the  Free  Churches  were  built  in  the 
districts  in  'which  stood  those  that  were  then  claimed  by  the 
Establishment,  Union,  Melville,  and  the  Gaelic  Churches  con- 
tinued in  the  possession  of  their  respective  congregations ; 
while  the  West,  and  Gilcomston  congregations  have  recently 
erected  elegant  churches  in  Union  Street. 

An  iron  church  in  connection  with  the  Establishment  has 
lately  been  opened  at  Ferryhill ;  a  Free  Church  is  in  process  of 
erection  in  the  same  quarter,  while  another  Established  Church 
has  just  been  commenced  at  Queen's  Cross. 


IV.— SCHOOLS. 

The  activity  with  which  an  extensive  commerce  was  early 
prosecuted,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  education  had 
not  been  here  neglected.  Education  was  at  first  conducted  in 
monasteries,  and  must  have  been  very  limited  in  its  application, 
as  may  be  inferred  from  the  number  of  those  occupying  promi- 
nent places  in  society,  who  were  unable  to  sign  their  ow^n  names. 
The  attention  that  was  bestowed  on  education  by  the  Re- 
formers is  undeniable ;  and,  by  their  planting  a  school  beside 
every  parish-church,  they  laid  the  groundwort  of  that  popular 
education  which  has  contributed  so  much  to  elevate  the 
intellectual  character  of  Scottishmen.    Our  space  prevents  our 
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giriug  at  length  the  facts  that  have  been  collected  concerning 
the  progress  of  education  in  Aberdeen.  For  some  years 
previous  to  1481,  Andrew  de  Syves,  vicar  of  Bervy,  had  been 
master  of  the  Grammar  School ;  for  on  his  death  in  that  vear, 
the  ma^strates  presented  John  Homyll  to  the  oflSce,  ana  the 
chanceUor  of  Aberdeen  granted  him  collation.  Previous  to  the 
Reformation,  the  rector,  accompanied  by  one  of  his  scholars, 
who  was  dressed  as  a  bishop,  visited  the  parents  of  the  children 
under  his  charge,  on  the  festival  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  claimed  a 
contribution  of  4s.  Scottish  money;  and  this  custom  was 
superceded  by  donations  at  the  Candlemas  festival,  when 
certain  honours  and  privileges  were  conferred  on  those  who 
contributed  most ;  but  this  practice  in  its  turn  was  swept  away 
towards  the  close  of  the  18th  century,  by  an  act  of  the  town 
council  In  1612,  some  of  the  scholars,  impatient  of  the  dis- 
cipline of  Mr.  Wedderburn,  the  rector,  and  becoming  mutinous, 
armed  themselves,  took  possession  of  the  Sang  School,  and 
threatened  acts  of  violence,  when  the  magistrates,  interposing 
their  authority,  sent  the  ringleaders  to  prison,  and  expelled  21 
of  the  more  prominent  insurgents  from  the  City.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  17th  century,  the  scholars  of  the  high  class  were 
wont  to  shoot  for  a  silver  arrow,  when  the  victor  attached  a 
silver  medal,  bearing  the  arms  of  his  family,  or  some  other 
device,  together  with  his  name,  and  date  of  competition,  to  the 
arrow  which  was  preserved  in  the  school  The  description  of 
14  of  these  medals  is  given  by  Kennedy  in  his  Annals,  The 
endowments  of  this  seminary  have  arisen  from  the  donations 
of  several  benefactors,  the  greatest  of  whom  was  Dr.  Patrick 
Dun,  who,  in  1634,  presented  the  lands  of  Ferrvhill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  four  masters.  In  ancient  times,  the  Grammar 
School  consisted  of  detached  buildings,  but,  in  1757,  a  building 
forming  three  sides  of  a  square  was  erected  ;  but  the  increase 
of  .scholars  rendered  it  necessary  to  erect  two  additional  wings 
behind  the  central  building,  denominated  the  public  school 
The  rooms  have  been  occupied  as  a  warehouse  since  the  classes 
were  removed  to  the  new  building. 

The  cultivation  of  music  in  Aberdeen  dates  from  a  very 
early  period ;  for,  in  1475,  we  find  Richard  Boyle,  one  of  the 
chaplains  of  the  church,  appoitited  by  the  council  master  of  the 
Sang  School  After  the  Reformation,  it  was  denominated  the 
Music  School,  of  which  Andrew  Kemp  was  appointed  master 
in  1570 ;  but  in  1758,  the  School,  which  adjoined  the  church- 
yard, was  sold,  flnd  since  that  time  teachers  of  this  accomplish- 
ment have  had  to  depend  on  their  own  merits  for  success. 
Precentors  teach  sacred  music  in  the  congregations  to  which 
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they  are  rospcctively  attaclie<l,  and  the  taste  for  secular  music 
is  still  maintained  by  the  Choral  Union,  Musical  Association, 
and  several  Instrumental  Bands,  and  will  soon  be  farther  pro- 
moted by  the  intended  revival  of  the  "  Song  School." 

An  English  school  was  instituted  by  the  magistrates  in  1672 ; 
this  school  was  situated  in  Drum's  Lane,  but  the  scholars  were 
transferred,  about  30  years  ago,  to  the  far  more  suitable  build- 
ing in  Little  Belmont  Street,  in  which  the  Scholars  of  the 
writing  and  arithmetic  school,  instituted  in  1670,  and  situated 
in  the  Correction  Wvnd,  were  likewise  accommodated. 

In  1788,  James  Thain,  merchant,  bequeathed  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  to  endow  a  school  for  the  education  of  poor 
children,  and  a  similar  institution  at  Footdee  is  known  as 
Davidson's  school 

Of  the  numerous  public  schools  and  private  academies  now 
in  operation  our  hmits  do  not  permit  us  to  record  the  names. 
There  are  seven  congregational  schools  connected  with  the 
Establishment,  and  eight  with  the  Free  Church ;  while  tliere 
are  three  Episcopal  schools  and  one  Roman  CathoUc;  there 
are  11  academies,  and  13  ladies'  boarding  and  day  schools. 
There  are  three  endowed  schools,  known  respectively  as  Ross's, 
Dr.  John  Brown's,  and  Miss  Chalmers's.  The  Boys'  and  Girls* 
Hospital  was  instituted  in  1739  for  the  maintenance  and  edu- 
cation of  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  St.  Nicholas. 

The  school  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was 
instituted  in  1819 ;  and  the  Asylum  for  the  Blind  in  1843.  The 
Female  Orphan  Asylum,  Albyn  Place,  was  OT>ened  in  1840 ; 
and  the  Hospital  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Female  Children, 
in  1849.  There  are  two  Female  Schools  of  Industry,  and  an 
Industrial  School  for  boys.  The  Reformatory  School  for  boys 
was  opened  at  Oldmill  in  1857,  and  another  for  girls,  in  Mount 
Street,  in  1862. 

The  Mechanics'  Institution  began  its  operations  in  1824,  and 
the  school  of  Science  and  Art  in  connection  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  has  been  conjoined  with  it. 

Robert  Gordon's  Hospital  was  founded  in  1729,  for  the 
maintenance  and  education  of  the  Sons  and  Grandsons  of 
Burg^esses  of  Guild  and  Trades  Burgesses  of  the  Citv,  and  an 
additional  endowment  was  made  to  it  in  1816,  by  Alexander 
Simpson  of  Collyhill,  by  which  the  area  of  selection  has  been 
widened. 

A  school  was  erected  in  Frederick  Street,  in  1835,  the 
expense  of  which  was  defrayed  from  a  bequest  by  Dr.  Andrew 
Bell,  in  which  instruction  is  communicated  on  the  Madras 
system,  by  a  male  and  female  teacher,  for  a  low  weekly  fee, 
while  books  and  writing  materials  are  furnished  gratis. 
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While  these  notes  were  being  compiled,  a  School  Board, 
consisting  of  13  members,  has  been  elected,  according  to  the 
recent  Act  on  Education,  and  arrangements  are  in  process  for 
transferring  some  of  the  schools  above  mentioned  to  its 
management,  whilst  five  others  are  intended  to  be  erected  ;  for 
three  of  which  sites  have  been  obtained — one  at  Causewayend, 
one  at  the  head  of  Commerce  Street,  and  one  at  Ferryhill. 

The  Marischal  College  was  founded  and  endowed  by  George, 
Earl  Marischal,  by  charter,  dated  the  22nd  of  April,  1593,  Dy 
which  he  conveyed  to  the  principal  and  masters  the  houses, 
gardens,  &c.,  which  belonged  to  the  Franciscan  or  Gray  Friars ; 
also  the  lands,  &c.,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Dominicans  or 
Black  Friars,  and  the  Carmelites  or  White  Friars  of  Aberdeen. 
The  charter  also  granted  the  property  of  the  Carmelites  at 
Bervie,  and  the  revenues  of  the  chapel  of  Cowie.  The  teachers 
at  first  consisted  of  a  principal  and  three  regents  or  masters  of 
philosophy. 

The  (jeneral  Assembly,  which  met  at  Dundee  on  the  6th  of 
April,  in  the  same  year,  approved  of  the  new  institution ;  the 
Parliament,  held  at  Edinburgh  on  the  21st  of  July  following, 
confirmed  the  "  said  foundatione  and  erectione." 

Professors  of  Greek,  Mathematics,  Medicine,  Divinity,  Orien- 
tal Languages,  and  Chemistry  were  subsequently  founded  by 
various  benefactors,  and  donations  to  afford  bursaries  began  to 
be  made  so  early  as  1644. 

At  first,  one  professor  carried  forward  the  same  class  for 
three  years,  and  the  course  of  instruction  began  with  Logic, 
nassed  through  Pneumatology  and  Morals,  and  ended  with 
Natural  Philosophy.  Aristotle,  however,  gave  way  to  Bacon 
and  Newton,  ana  m  1755,  an  entirely  new  system  of  teaching 
was  adopted,  which  has  substantially  been  since  pursued. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century,  little  re- 
mained of  the  Franciscan  monastery,  except  the  church,  which 
has  already  been  described.  The  greater  part  of  the  buildings  of 
tlie  College  was  erected  about  1676,  and  the  additional  wing  in 
1739 ;  but  the  whole  structure  was  neither  graceful  without 
nor  commodious  within.  The  present  elegant  pile  of  buildings, 
containing  every  convenience  tor  a  full  curriculum  of  arts,  was 
begun  in  1837,  and  finished  in  1841,  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of 
£20,000,  of  which  the  sum  of  £15,000  was  panted  by  the 
Government,  and  the  remainder  raised  by  public  subscription. 

Though  King's  and  Marischal  Colleges  are  only  a  mile 
distant,  yet  they  were  totally  independent  of  each  other.  So 
early  as  1641,  on  the  abolition  of  Prelacy,  they  were  united  into 
one  University,  reserving  to  each  College  its  primitive  powers 
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and  privileges  ;  but  on  the  restoration  of  Prelacy,  in  1661,  and 
the  assumption  of  the  Chancellorship  by  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen, 
the  Act  by  which  the  union  had  been  confirmed,  was  regarded 
as  rescinded,  and  the  Colleges  had  little  public  connection  with 
each  other.  Other  schemes  were  propounded  with  a  view  to 
union,  as  in  1754 ;  but,  when  the  seat  of  the  Univeristv  was 
fixed  in  New  Aberdeen  by  the  decision  of  the  Earl  of  It'ind- 
later,  as  arbiter,  the  opposition  of  King's  College  terminated 
the  whole  arrangement.  In  1786,  another  attempt  was  made 
by  some  of  the  professors  of  both  Colleges  to  eft'ect  a  union, 
but  the  scheme  was  again  frustrated  by  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  King's  CoUetje.  After  the  lapse  of  more  than  half 
a  century,  the  project  of  forming  the  two  Colleges  into  one 
University  was  revived,  and,  in  opposition  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Aberdeen  and  the  neighbourhood,  Marischal  College  was  incor- 
porated with  King's  College,  under  the  name  of  the  University 
of  Aberdeen,  in  1859,  and  the  splendid  building  of  which  the 
citizens  had  reason  to  be  proud,  was  to  a  great  extent  left 
desolate ! 

In  the  quadrangle,  an  obelisk,  rising  to  an  elevation  of  72 
feet,  and  composed  of  polished  Peterhead  granite,  has  been 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Sir  James  McGregor,  who  presided 
over  the  medical  department  of  the  army  for  36  years,  and  was 
on  several  occasions  chosen  Lord  Rector  of  the  College. 

The  number  of  students  now  attending  the  respective 
faculties  of  Arts,  Divinity,  and  Medicine,  together  with  the 
number  of,  and  sums  available  for  Bursaries,  may  be  tabulated 
thus : — 

Number  of  Number  of  Annual  Value  of 

Studouto.  Bursaries.  Bursaries. 

Arts,  ....     362  223  £3,751    6    0 

Divinity,     ...      42  27  639    0    0 

Medicine,    ...     251  1  26    0    0 

It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  23  were  attending  simul- 
taneously two  faculties,  so  that  the  number  attending  the  Arts 
classes  only  was  330,  and  the  number  attending  the  Medical 
classes  only  was  228. 

For  the  convenience  of  students  of  Divinity  residing  in  the 
north,  and  holding  the  principles  of  the  Free  Church,  an 
elegant  building  in  the  Elizabethan  style  of  architecture  was 
erected  in  Alford  Place,  in  1850,  at  an  expense  of  £2,000,  and 
has  of  late  been  enlarged  through  the  oequest  of  the  late 
Alexander  Thomson,  of  Banchory,  Esq.  who  also  bequeathed  to 
it  his  valuable  Library  and  Museum.  There  are  three  profes- 
sors with  an  average  attendance  of  30  students. 
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v.— EMINENT  MEN. 

An  attempt  to  give  an  account  of  the  eminent  men  of  Aber- 
deen is  encompassed  with  numerous  difficulties.  A  bare 
enumeration  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  born  in 
Aberdeen  and  have  attained  to  eminence  would  occupy  a 
greater  space  than  our  limits  allow.  To  make  a  selection  and 
briefly  name  their  works  is  not  only  difficult  from  our  compa- 
rative ignorance  of  those  labours  that  were  either  most  meri- 
torious or  useful,  but  the  process  might  also  be  regarded  as 
invidious,  were  it  not  that  no  personal  motive  could  possibly 
be  imagined  as  actuating  the  selector.  The  task  would  have 
been  somewhat  lessened  oy  admitting  those  only  who  had  been 
bom  in  Aberdeen ;  but  the  very  title  at  once  suggests  the 
necessity  of  including  those  also  who  have  flourished  in  it. 
There  is  also  a  difficulty  in  choosing  the  most  satisfactory 
mode  of  arrangement ;  for  some  might  prefer  thejprofessional, 
and  others  the  alphabetical  or  chronological.  Tiie  latter  is 
most  in  accordance  with  this  work  as  a  Histm^  and  it  has 
therefore  been  adopted. 

Our  embarrassment  arises  from  our  riches;  for,  as  Bailie 
Skene  has  stated,  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago,  "  this  City 
hath  not  been  a  barren  Mother  or  Nurse  in  our  I»raell,  in 
bringing  forth  and  breeding  up  many  eminent  men  and  brave 
Spirits,  whereof  there  might  be  set  down  a  large  Catalogue,  not 
only  in  by-past  years,  but  even  of  Men  eminent  for  abilities  in 
their  several  Professions  in  this  same  Age  ; "  but  ready  access 
may  now  be  found  to  biographical  works  that  will  furnish  de- 
tails of  the  lives  of  those  eminent  men  whose  names,  times, 
professions  and  works  we  can  merely  enumerate. 

John  Barbour,  from  whose  work  we  have  already  given  an 
extract,  was  bom  in  Aberdeen  about  the  year  1320 ;  he  was 
archdeacon  of  the  City  in  1357 ;  and,  in  1375,  he  composed  his 
famous  poem.  The  Bruce,  and  died  in  1396.  The  first  edition 
was  printed  in  1616 ;  and,  before  1790,  the  work  had  gone 
through  about  20  impressions.  Barbour  was  contemporary 
with  Chaucer,  and,  if  we  except  Sir  Tristrem,  his  poem  is  the 
first  of  any  length  that  our  history  affords ;  it  is  honourable  to 
his  country. 

Duncan  Liddel  was  bom  in  Aberdeen  in  1561,  and 
received  the  first  part  of  his  education  at  the  schools  and 
University  there,  and  afterwards  spent  three  years  at  Frank- 
fort in  the  pursuit  of  philosophy,  mathematics,  and  physic. 
Having  honourably  held  professorships  in  mathematics  and 
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physic  in  foreign  Universities,  he  settled  in  Scotland  in  1607. 
In  1613,  he  executed  at  Aberdeen  a  second  deed  of  settlement, 
making  a  becjuest  to  Marischal  College  for  the  endowment  of 
a  professorship  of  mathematics,  to^etner  with  his  books  and 
mathematical  instruments.     He  died  soon  after  in  the  52nd 
year  of  his  age.     He  was  buried  in  the  West  Church,  in  which 
the  magistrates  placed  a  tablet  of  brass,  representing"    the 
deceased  in  his  professorial  attire,  surrounded  by  books  and 
instruments,  together  with  a  suitable  inscription.     This  brass 
was  executed  at  Antwerp  in  1622,  and  erected  at  an  expense  of 
£933  6s.  8d.  Scots.    They  also  erected  a  pillar  on  the  lands 
left  by  him  to  the  College.      Five  of  his  works  have   been 
described  by  professor  Stuart,  and  Caselius  bears  testimony  to 
his  modest  and  agreeable  disposition,  and  entire  freedom  from 
envy,  while  his  donations  to  his  Alma  Mater  sufficiently  prove 
his  gratitude  for  early  favours,  and  attachment  to  his  native 
country. 

Gilbert  Jack  or  Jach^us,  an  eminent  metaphysician  and 
medical  writer,  bom  in  Aberdeen  in  1578,  received  part  of  his 
education  in  Marischal  College,  and  continued  his  studies  on 
the  Continent.  He  was  appointed  to  the  philosophical  chair 
in  the  University  of  Leyclen,  in  1604 — a  period  when  there 
was  scarcely  a  college  in  Europe  that  did  not  number  among 
its  professors  some  enterprising  and  learned  Scotsman  In 
1612  appeared  his  Institutiones  Physicce,  in  which  his  discus- 
sions on  "  time  "  and  "  motion  "  anticipated  the  discussion  of 
some  of  his  philosophical  countnrmen.  His  Inatitutionea 
MediccB  appeared  in  1624.  After  having  declined  a  chair  at 
Oxford,  this  ardent  scholar  died  in  1628. 

William  Guild,  D.D.,  from  his  position,  works,  and  bene- 
factions, deserves  a  place  among  our  eminent  men.  He  was 
the  son  of  an  armourer  in  Aberdeen,  and  one  of  his  sisters  was 
the  wife  of  that  David  Anderson  of  Finyeauch  to  whose  emi- 
nence in  mechanical  skill  we  have  already  referred.  He  was 
born  in  1586,  and  educated  in  Marischal  College.  In  his 
twenty-second  year  he  published  The  New  Sacrifice  of  Chris- 
tian Incenaey  and  in  1608,  he  was  called  to  the  pastoral  charge 
of  King-Edward.  Having  become  known  to  Bishop  Andrews, 
he  dedicated  to  that  prelate  his  Moses  Unveiled  in  1618,  and,  to 
Dr.  Young,  Dean  of  Winchester,  through  whom  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  king's  chaplains,  he  dedicated  The  Harmony 
of  all  the  Prophets.  In  1625,  he  published  Ignis  Fatuus,  or  the 
Elf -fire  of  Purgtory,  and  A  Compend  of  the  Controversies  of 
Religion,  dediciited  to  the  Countess  of  Enyie,  was  printed  by 
Raban.     In  1631,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  minister  of 
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Aberdeen.  In  1633,  he  mortified  to  the  Incorporated  Trades 
the  monastery  of  the  Friars  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  to  be  an  Hos- 
pital for  poor  old  Tradesmen,  "  not  reduced  to  poverty  through 
drunkenness,  &c."  When  the  arbitrary  measures  of  Charles 
produced  the  Covenant,  Guild  was  one  of  the  "Aberdeen 
boctors  "  who  withstood  the  Commissioners  sent  to  Aberdeen  ; 
but  he  subscribed  it  with  "  conditions."  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Assembly  at  Glasgow  that  abolished  the  hierarchy ;  and  in 
1640,  he  was  elected  Principal  of  King's  College,  when  his 
successor  in  his  ministerial  charge  was  the  famous  Andrew 
Cant.  Commissioners  appointed  to  visit  King's  College  de- 
posed the  Principal ;  but  ne  retained  his  place  for  two  years. 
Having  taken  up  his  residence  in  Aberdeen,  he  continued  his 
deeds  of  beneficence,  and  literary  labours.  He  published  Ex- 
plications of  the  Song  of  Solomoriy  and  of  the  Book  of  Revela- 
tion, together  with  several  other  works.  He  died  in  his  71st 
year,  in  1657,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Nicholas, 
where  a  monument  erected  by  his  widow  commemorates  his 
worth  and  works. 

George  Jameson,  who  is  known  as  "  the  Vandyke  of  Scot- 
land," was  bom  in  Aberdeen,  about  1587,  and  educated  in  the 
schools  and  College  of  his  native  City,  and  studied  painting 
under  Rubens  at  Antwerp.  Having  returned  to  Scotland  in 
1620,  he  prosecuted  his  art  in  Aberdeen,  living  in  intimacy 
with  the  eminent  men  of  the  period.  Many  of  his  works  adorn 
the  halls  of  our  University ;  and  in  his  day  he  had  no  superior 
in  Britain.  He  b;iilt  a  vault  over  the  ^\  ell  of  Spa,  and  laid 
out  a  garden  in  that  neighbourhood,  in  which  he  erected  a 
summer-house,  which  Artnur  Johnston  celebrates  as  having 
been  painted  bv  the  master's  hand.  He  died  in  Edinburgh,  in 
1644,  and  was  buried  in  the  Greyfriar's  Churchyard. 

Alexander  Ross,  alluded  to  by  Hudiln^as,  was  born  in 
Aberdeen  in  1590.  He  was  master  of  the  Grammar  School  of 
Southampton  and  chaplain  to  Charles  I.  His  works,  especially 
of  a  controversial  nature,  are  far  more  numerous  than  we  can 
mention,  for  there  is  scarcely  a  subject  in  the  range  of  literature 
on  which  he  has  not  written.  Among  his  poetical  effusions 
may  be  named  Three  Decades  of  Divine  Med^itationa,  which  is 
exceedingly  rare.  His  most  celebrated  work,  however,  in  this 
department,  is  his  Virgilii  Evan^eliaantis  Christiados  Libri  xiii, 
which  went  through  several  editions,  between  1634  and  1669. 
His  Mystagogus  Poeticus,  1647,  went  through  six  editions.  He 
seems  to  nave  accumulated  wealth,  as  he  left  £200  to  the 
Town  Council  of  Aberdeen  to  found  two  bursaries  in  Marischal 
College,  besides  several  other  legacies.     He  died  in  1654. 
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John  Spalding,  to  whom  all  subsequent  writers  on  Aber- 
deen have  been  so  much  indebted,  deserves  a  passing  notice. 
He  was  commissary  clerk  of  Aberdeen  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.  His  History  of  the  Trouble  and  Alemarable  Transactions 
in  England  and  Scotland,  written  in  the  form  of  a  diary,  be- 
tween 1624  and  1G45,  was  first  published  in  1792,  and  in  1830 
a  new  edition  was  printed  in  Aberdeen ;  but  the  edition  pub- 
lished by  the  Bannatyne  Club,  under  the  editorship  of  Mr. 
Skene  of  Rubislaw,  is  considered  the  most  correct.  Spalding 
describes  with  much  quaintness  the  manners  of  the  people  in 
the  scenes  that  passed  before  him  ;  he  preserves  many  valuable 
public  documents,  and,  as  a  royalist  and  episcopalian,  he  freely 
expresses  his  contempt  for  the  Covenanters,  sees  in  natural 
phenomena  tokens  of  evil  to  the  land  and  sincerely  laments 
tlie  calamities  inflicted  by  both  parties  on  "  noble  Aberdeen." 

The  name  of  Spalding^  was  adopted  by  a  Club,  instituted  in 
1839,  that  has  published  many  valuable  records  connected  with 
Aberdeenshire  and  the  neighbouring  counties. 

David  Wedderburn,  one  of  the  numerous  body  of  scholars 
who  shed  light  on  the  City  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th 
century,  was  bom  in  Aberdeen,  and  in  1602,  he  and  Thoma^s 
Reid,  Latin  Secretary  to  the  kine,  were  ai)pointed  masters  to 
the  Grammar  School  there.  AVedderburn  continued  at  the 
head  of  that  seminary  till  old  age  obliged  him  to  retire  in  1640. 
He  occasionally  taught  in  both  Universities,  and  besides  com- 
posing a  Latin  Grammar,  and  editing  PereiuSy  he  wrote 
numerous  poems  in  the  language  which  he  professed,  several 
of  which  found  a  place  in  Del  it  ice  Poetaruvi  Seotorum,  and  in 
Poetarura  Scotoram  Sacral  Masce,  besides  an  Epytumhion 
among  the  Finierals  of  Bishop  Forbes.  His  SyneujAranterioii, 
composed  at  the  desire  of  the  magistrates,  in  1617,  on  the 
return  of  the  King  to  Scotland,  for  which  he  received  a  gra- 
tuity of  50  merks,  and  his  Propempti<:on  Charitiim  Aberdo- 
neiisiura,  have  been  given  by  Kennedy  in  his  Annals. 

Alexander  Jaffray  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  in  1614.  He 
studied  in  the  Grammar  School  under  Wedderburn,  and 
entered  Marischal  College  in  1631.  He  subscribed  the  cove- 
nant in  1638,  and,  in  1649,  was  appointed  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  negotiate  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  and  was 
despatched  on  the  same  business  the  year  following.  He 
fought  and  was.  wounded  at  Dunbar.  After  passing  from 
Presbyterianism  through  Independency  he  settled  in  Qua- 
kerism, and  died  at  his  house  of  Kinffswells  in  1673.  His 
diary  and  memoirs,  discovered  in  the  old  house  of  Ury,  were 
published  in  1833  by  John  Barclay,  and  the  third  edition 
thereof  at  Aberdeen  in  1856. 
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The  Gregories  furnish  remarkable  instances  of  the  descent 
of  talent  through  the  mother.  James  Gregory  was  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  Gregory,  of  Drumoak,  wno  married  Janet, 
dau^ter  of  David  Anderson,  who  has  aheady  been  mentioned 
as  "  Davie-do-a'-thing."  Bom  in  1638,  he  studied  at  Marischal 
College,  and,  in  the  twentv-fourth  year  of  his  age,  he  published 
Optica  Promota,  in  whicn  he  announced  the  invention  of  the 
reflecting  telescope.  He  was  appointed  to  the  professorship  of 
Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh ;  but,  as  he  was 
showing  some  of  his  pupils  the  satellites  of  Jupiter  through  a 
telescope,  he  was  struck  with  total  blindness,  and  died  a  few 
days  afterwards,  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

1)avid  Gregory,  his  nephew,  born  in  Aberdeen  in  1661, 
was  promoted  to  the  mathematical  chair  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh ;  and,  in  1691,  he  obtained  the  Savilian  professor- 
ship of  Astronomy  at  Oxford.  He  was  the  author  of  several 
mathematical  treatises ;  but  his  Astronoraice  FhyaiccB  et  Geo- 
metrioB  Elementa  is  accounted  his  principal  work  He  died, 
while  engaged  with  Halley  in  the  publication  of  the  Conies  of 
ApoUonius  in  1710. 

James  Gregory,  son  of  the  inventor  of  the  reflecting 
telescope,  by  the  daughter  of  Jameson  the  painter,  was  bom  in 
1674,  and  appointed  Professor  of  Physic  in  King's  College,  in 
1725,  and  died  in  1731. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  who,  on  his  death  in  1755,  was 
succeeded  by  his  more  eminent  younger  brother,  John 
Gregory,  who  was  bom  in  1724,  ana  in  1766,  was  appointed 
Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Physic  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  First  Physician  to  his  Majesty  for  Scotland. 
He  was  author  of  A  Comparative  View  of  the  State  and 
Faculties  of  Man  with  those  of  the  Anivial  World,  1765,  and  a 
Father's  Legacy  to  his  Daughters,  published  after  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1773.  James  Gregory,  son  of  the  preced- 
ing, was  born  at  Aberdeen,  1753,  was  his  father's  successor  in 
the  University,  and  the  author  of  Conspectus  TfteoreticcB 
Medecirue.     He  died  in  1821. 

Were  we  to  enumerate  all  the  eminent  men  that  have  been 
educated  at  both  our  Colleges,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to 
omit  Gilbert  Burnet,  who,  although  bom  at  Edinburgh  in 
1643,  yet  studied  at  Marischal  College,  and  has  given  an 
account  of  an  encounter  which  he  witnessed  between  the 
ministers  of  Aberdeen  and  the  soldiere  of  Cromwell,  at  which 
swords  were  drawn,  but  no  blood  was  spilt.  Without  following 
him  through  all  the  steps  of  his  promotion,  we  shall  only  state 
that,  having  rendered  important  services  at  the  time  of  the 
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great  Revolution,  and  published  the  Histories  of  the  Reforma- 
tion and  of  his  own  times,  he  died  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  in  1715. 

Upon  the  same  ground,  we  might  make  allusion  to  another 
Burnet,  Lord  Monboddo,  who  was  likewise  educate<l  at 
Marischal  College,  and  is  known  as  the  author  of  The  Origin 
ami  Progress  of  Language,  and  of  Ancient  Metaphysics,  Bom 
in  1714,  he  died  in  1799. 

As  every  one  who  has  written  of  Aberdeen  has  been  more 
or  less  indebted  to  Alexander  Skene,  of  Newtyle,  Master  of 
Arts,  and  one  of  the  Bailies  of  that  city,  so  it  would  savour  of 
ingratitude  not  to  include  his  name  among  our  eminent  men. 
We  ^ive  but  part  of  the  copious  title-page  of  his  little  volume, 
which  we  have  so  frequently  quoted.  The  former  part, 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  Provost  and  Bailies  of  Edinburgh,  is 
entitled  ^tVXOti&H^  For  the  Government  of  the  Roy  all- 
Burghs  IN  SCOTLAND ;  and  the  latter  which  is  dedicated 
to  the  Lord  Provost  and  Bailies  of  Aberdeen,  and  bears  on  the 
reverse  of  the  titlepage  the  town's  coat  of  arms. — "  A  Succinct 
SURVEY  Of  the  famous  CITY  of  ABERDEEN,  With  its 
Situation,  Description,  Antiquity,  Fidelity  and  Loyalty  to 
their  SOVERAIGNES.  &c.  By  a  Zealous  Lover  of  Bon- 
Accord  *iAonoAiTEiOY2.  Aberdeen,  Printed  by  lohn  Forhts 
1685."  The  Bailie,  in  1670,  rebuilt  the  fountain  of  the  Well  of 
Spa  and  reprinted  the  celebration  of  its  virtues  by  Dr.  Barclay, 
in  his  "  Callirhoe,  commonly  called  the  Well  of  Spa,  or  the 
Nymphe  of  Aberdene  Resuscitat." 

James  Gibbs,  son  of  Peter  Gibbs  of  Footdee-mire,  was  bom 
about  1674,  and  graduated  at  Marischal  College.  He  studied 
architecture  in  Italy.  He  returned  to  England  in  1710,  and 
designed  several  public  buildings,  such  as  St.  Martin's-in-the- 
Fields,  the  Radclifle  Library  at  Oxford,  the  King's  Colle^^e, 
Cambridge,  and  the  monument  of  the  Duke  of  Neworth  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  As  a  testimony  of  his  regard  for  his 
native  City,  he  sent  the  ma^strates  of  Aberdeen  the  plan  of 
the  West  Church.  He  died  m  1754,  bequeathing  his  proj>erty, 
amounting  to  £15,000,  to  public  charities  and  particular  friends. 

The  Fordyces  have  also  furnished  several  eminent  men, 
who  have  done  credit  to  Aberdeen.  John  Fordyce  was  Provost 
of  the  City  at  various  times  between  1718  and  1728.  His  son 
John  Fordyce,  practised  in  London,  where  he  died  in  1796, 
and  his  younger  brother.  Sir  William  Fordyce,  bom  1724, 
died  1792,  attained  the  highest  eminence  in  his  profession,  and, 
among  other  works,  published  a  Treatise  on  Fevers  and 
Ulcerated  sore  Throat 

Dr.  George  Fordyce,  his  nephew,  bom  1736,  died  1802, 
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was  a  practitioner  of  no  less  celebrity  ;  he  was  a  member  of 
I>r.  Jonnson's  famous  club,  and,  among  many  other  publica- 
tions, was  the  author  of  DissertatioTia  on  Fever. 

Thomas  Blackwell,  son  of  Principal  Blackwell,  translated 
from  Paisley  to  Aberdeen  in  1700,  was  born  at  Aberdeen,  in 
1701,  and  graduated  at  Marischal  CoUeg^e  in  1718,  and,  in  1723, 
he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Greek  m  the  same  University. 
In  1737,  he  published  An  Inquiry  into  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  Homer.  In  1748,  he  published  Letters  concemiTig  Mytho- 
hj(jy,  and  was  made  Principal  of  his  College.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  1752,  he  introduced  a  new  method 
of  teaching  the  sciences,  and,  in  the  following  year,  he  published 
the  first  volume  of  his  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Augustus.  He 
died  in  1757,  and  his  widow  both  founded  a  chemical  professor- 
ship in  Marischal  College,  and  ordered  a  premium  of  £10  to  be 
annually  given  for  the  best  essay  on  such  a  subject  as  her 
trustees  might  think  fit. 

Thomas  Reid,  bom  in  the  manse  of  Banchory-Teman, 
studied  at  Marischal  College,  and  afterwards  travelled  through 
the  greater  part  of  Europe.  His  Latin  poems  are  preserved  m 
the  DeliticB  Poetarum  Scotorum.  He  was  appointed  Latin 
Secretary  to  James  I.  of  England,  and  bequeathed  his  library, 
rich  in  the  best  editions  of  the  classics,  to  Marischal  College, 
together  with  a  salary  to  a  librarian.  His  brother  Alexander 
who  published  a  Manual  of  AnaUymy,  attained  great  eminence 
as  a  medical  practitioner  in  London ;  was  appointed  physician 
to  Charles  I.,  and  was  a  benefactor  of  Marischal  College ;  and 
another  brother  translated  Buchanan's  History  into  English. 

Thobcas  Reid,  D.D.,  was  bom  in  the  manse  of  Strachan,  in 
1710,  and  his  mother  was  the  niece  of  the  celebrated  Professor 
(iregory.  He  was  educated  at  Marischal  College,  where  he  was 
ap{>ointed  librarian,  on  the  foundation  of  his  ancestor.  In 
1737,  he  was  preferred  to  the  church  of  New  Machar.  In 
1752,  he  was  elected  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  King's 
College,  and,  in  1764,  he  published  his  celebrated  Inquiry 
info  the  Human  Mind.  He  afterwards  accepted  the  chair 
of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  rendered 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  In  1785,  he  pub- 
lished his  Essays  on  tlie  Intellectual  Powers  of  Man ;  and  in 
1788,  those  on  the  Active  Powers.  He  died  towards  the  close 
of  1796,  and  his  collected  works  were  published  in  1803. 

George  Cabcpbell,  D.D.,  was  born  in  Aberdeen  in  1719,  and, 
in  1748,  was  presented  to  the  church  of  Banchory-Teman.  He 
was  translated  to  Aberdeen  in  1756,  and,  three  years  afterwards 
he  was  elected  Principal  of  Marischal  College.     In  1763,  he 
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published  his  celebrated  Diasertation  on  Miracles;  his  Philo- 
sophy of  Rlietoric  appeared  in  1776,  and  his  great  work,  the 
Trandafion  of  tfte  Gospeh,  was  published  in  1793.  Having 
resigned  his  offices  of  Principal,  Professor  of  Divinity,  and  one 
of  trie  City  ministers,  the  king  granted  him  a  pension  of  £300 
a  year.  He  died  in  1796,  and  several  other  works  with  his  life 
prefixed  were  published  in  1800. 

Alexander  Gerard,  D.D.,  was  born  in  the  manse  of  Chapel 
of  Garioch,  in  17^8,  and  graduated  in  Marischal  College  in 
174!4.  After  occupying  the  chair  of  Natural  Philosophv  in 
that  College  for  some  years,  he  was  ordained  minister  oi  (Jrey- 
friars  Church,  Aberdeen,  in  1759  ;  and,  in  the  following  year, 
he  was  chosen  Professor  of  Divinity.  Having  resigned  both 
his  church  and  professorship  in  1771,  he  was  preferred  to  the 
Theological  chair  in  King's  College,  and  died  in  1795.  He 
published  his  prize  Efisay  on  Taste  in  1759  ;  his  Dissertations 
on  the  Genius  and  Evidences  of  Christianity  in  1766  ;  and,  in 
1774,  his  Essay  on  Oeniits ;  but  his  Pastoral  Care  was  pub- 
lished posthumously  in  1799,  and  a  small  volume  on  the  Evi- 
dences of  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion  by  the  father  and  son 
was  published  in  1828. 

Gilbert  Gerard,  D.D.,  son  of  the  preceding,  was  born  in 
Aberdeen  in  1760,  and,  having  been  eauoated  for  the  church, 
was  appointed  minister  of  the  Scottish  church  at  Amsterdam. 
In  1791,  he  returned  to  Scotland,  and  obtained  the  professor- 
ship of  Greek  in  King's  College ;  in  1795,  he  succeeded  his 
father  as  Professor  of  Divinity,  and,  in  1811,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  second  charge  of  the  church  of  Old  Machar.  He  pub- 
lished Institutes  of  Biblical  Criticism — ^a  work  full  of  erudition 
— in  1808,  and  died  suddenly  in  1815. 

James  Beattie  was  born  at  Laurencekirk  in  1735,  and 
graduated  at  Marischal  College  in  1753.  He  was  that  year 
appointed  schoolmaster  at  Fordoun,  and,  in  1758,  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  masters  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen. 
Two  years  afterwards  he  published  a  volume  of  Original  Poems 
and  Translations,  and  m  the  same  year  he  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  Marischal  College,  in  1770, 
he  published  his  Essay  on  Truth,  which  commanded  a  wide 
circulation  and  brought  him  prominently  into  notice.  The 
University  of  Oxford  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  LL.D., 
and  he  obtained  a  pension  of  £200  a  year.  The  second  book 
of  Tlie  Minstrel,  bv  which  he  is  best  known,  was  pul)lished  in 
1774,  and  in  1793,  he  published  the  second  volume  of  his  Moral 
Science.  Having  been  deprived,  in  1790,  of  his  elder  son, 
James  H.  Beattie,  who  had  been  appointed  his  successor,  and, 
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five  years  afterwards  of  his  younger  son,  Montague,  Dr.  Beattie 
retired  from  society,  and,  after  several  paralytic  strokes,  ex- 
pired in  1803.  Deposited  near  his  sons  in  St.  Nicholas 
Churchyard,  his  grave  is  indicated  by  a  monument  for  which 
Dr.  James  Gregory  supplied  an  inscription. 

Robert  Hamilton,  LL.D.,  was  born  in  Edinburgh  in  1743 
and  studied  in  the  University  of  his  native  city.  In  1769,  he 
was  appointed  Rector  of  the  academy  at  Perth,  and,  in  1779,  he 
was  presented  to  the  chair  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  Marischal 
College,  which  he  exchanged  for  that  of  Matnematics.  After 
publishing  several  works  on  Mathematics  and  Arithmetic,  his 
principal  work  on  the  National  Debt  of  Oreat  Britain  was 
publisned  in  1813,  whose  principles  have  gradually  been 
adopted  by  the  government.  Dr.  Hamilton  died  in  1829,  and 
a  collection  of  essays,  under  the  title  of  The  Progress  of  Society, 
was  published  in  the  subsequent  year. 

Colin  Milne,  LL.D.,  a  distinguished  writer  on  botany,  was 
bom  in  Aberdeen,  in  1744,  and  published,  in  1770,  A  Bota- 
nical Dictionary y  and  subsequently  Institutes  of  Botany y  and 
Indigenous  Botany.  He  also  published  a  volume  of  sermons, 
and  died  in  1815. 

William  Lawrence  Brown,  D.D.,  was  born  in  Utrecht,  in 
1755.  His  father  having  been  appointed  Professor  of  Ecclesias- 
tical History  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  the  son  pro- 
secuted his  studies  there,  and,  m  1778,  was  admitted  minister 
of  the  English  church  at  Utrecht.  In  1783,  he  gained  the 
second  honour  for  an  essay  on  the  Origin  of  Evil,  and  several 
medals  for  other  essays  in  subsequent  years.  In  1788,  he  was 
appointed  to  a  chair  in  the  University,  and,  ultimately,  he  was 
nominated  Rector.  The  war  which  followed  the  French  Re- 
volution compelled  him  in  1795  to  quit  Holland,  when  he 
succeeded  Dr.  Campbell  as  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Marischal 
College,  and  was  soon  after  made  Principal  of  that  University ; 
he  was  also  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  West  Church.  His 
poetical  works  include  Senmbility  and  PhUemon;  and  his 
greatest  effort  was  the  Burnet  prize  of  £1,250,  for  an  Essay  on 
the  Existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  possessed  of  Infinite  Power, 
Wisdom  and  Goodness,  which  was  published  in  1816.  His 
Comparative  View  of  Christianity  was  published  in  1826.  Dr. 
Brown,  whose  sons,  Kev.  Dr.  R.  J  Brown,  Professor  of  Greek  in 
Marischal  College,  and  Dr.  G.  G.  Brown,  Bombay  Medical 
Service,  have  lately  passed  away  from  their  benevolent  ac- 
tivities among  us,  died  in  1830.  His  political  sentiments  were 
liberal,  his  acc^uaintance  with  several  modern  languages  was 
familiar,  and  his  reading  in  theology  had  been  very  extensive. 
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James  Perry,  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Morning 
Chrojiide,  was  born  at  Aberdeen,  in  1756,  and  died  at  Brigh- 
ton in  1821.  In  1782,  he  projected  and  edited  the  European 
Magazine,  and  was  the  tirst  to  introduce  the  method  of 
reporting  Parliamentary  debates  by  a  succession  of  short-hand 
writers. 

John  Abercrombie,  iLD.,  born  in  Aberdeen  in  1781,  was 
son  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  City,  and  completed  his 
medical  curriculum  at  Edinburgh  in  1803,  where  he  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  jjeneral  practitioner.  In  1835,  he  was 
elected  Lord  Rector  ot  Marischal  College  ;  but,  while  his  pro- 
fessional reputation  was  increasing,  his  career  was  suddenly 
arrested  by  the  bursting  of  a  blood  vessel  in  1844.  Dr. 
Abercrombie  was  no  less  distinguished  as  a  pious  man  than 
an  elegant  writer.  In  addition  to  numerous  productions  in 
medical  science,  he  published,  in  1830,  Inquiries  concemmg 
tJte  Intellectwd  Poivers ;  and,  three  years  afterwards,  The 
Philosophy  of  the  Moral  Feelings — works  which  exhibit  the 
harmony  between  the  truths  of  science  and  the  revelations  of 
Christianity. 

These  brief  notes,  however,  must  be  restricted  by  the  boun- 
dary of  the  nineteenth  century,  although  we  are  thus  obliged 
to  leave  unnoticed  Joseph  Robertson,  bom  in  1810,  as  an  anti- 

Suarian  ;  John  Philip,  1817,  as  a  painter,  as  well  as  William 
rodie,  1815,  and  his  orother  Alexander  Brotiie,  1830,  as  sculp- 
tors. Other  eminent  men  who  have  shed  a  lustre  on  the 
County  will  be  noticed  in  the  parishes  in  which  they  were 
respectively  born. 

VI.— PRINTING. 

A  BRIEF  notice  of  the  introduction  of  the  art  of  printing  into 
the  City  may  be  given  in  connection  with  our  distinguished 
authors.  The  precise  date  of  the  invention  of  printing  and  the 
name  of  its  inventor  have  been  matters  of  grave  dispute.  It 
was  introduced  into  Britain,  however,  by  William  Caxton, 
about  the  year  1474,  and  into  Scotland  in  1540.  A  patent  was 
obtained  from  King  James,  in  1621,  by  the  Bishop  and  Provost 
of  Aberdeen,  for  establishing  a  press  in  the  City,  and  Edward 
Raban  was  appointed  printer  to  the  Town  and  University. 
He  was  succeeded  in  1649,  by  James  Brown,  son  of  the  minister 
of  Invemochty ;  and,  in  1662,  John  Forbes  was  appointed  his 
successor.  He  was  among  the  first  Scottish  prmters  who 
possessed  music  types,  and  printed,  1666,  the  Aberdene  Collec- 
tion, set  to  music,  with  an  Introduction,  by  Thomas  Davison, 
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teacher  in  the  Music  School  He  was  also  the  earliest  pub- 
lisher in  Scotland  of  an  Almanack,  which  he  began  in  1677. 
On  his  death,  in  1705,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  widow ;  and 
their  daughter,  who  had  married  James  Nicol,  printer,  was,  in 
1710,  along  with  her  husband,  appointed  to  succeed  her  mother. 
Nicol  resigned  his  oflSce  to  James  Chalmers,  son  of  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Divinity  in  Marischal  College.  Mr.  Chalmers  was  the 
first  publisher  of  a  weekly  newspaper  north  of  Edinburgh.  The 
origin  of  it  was  an  account  of  the  battle  of  CuUoden,  in  April 
1746,  but  the  Ahei^deen  Jonrrud  dates  from  January  1748,  and 
has  continued  to  be  pubUshed  by  the  descendants  of  the 
originator. 

About  1752,  Francis  Douglas  and  William  Murray  esta- 
blished a  printing  office,  and  commenced  the  publication  of  a 
weekly  newspaper,  called  the  Aberdeen  Intelligeiicer ;  but  in 
those  days  the  inhabitants  were  not  so  much  engrossed  by  the 
ai&irs  of  the  world  as  to  require  two  newspapers,  and  so,  in  a 
few  years,  the  Intelligencer  ceased.  Some  other  fruitless 
attempts  having  been  made,  John  Booth,  merchant,  started  the 
Aberdeen  Chronicle,  1806,  which,  politically,  merged  into  the 
Aberdeen  Herald,  in  1832.  The  Observer,  the  Constitutional, 
and  the  Banner,  (instituted  for  the  defence  of  Free  Church 
principles),  flourished  for  a  time  and  passed  away.  The  Free 
Press,  begun  in  1853,  by  the  late  William  M'Combie,  author  of 
Hours  of  Thought,  &c.,  has,  since  1872,  been  published  daily. 
The  Northern  Advertiser  is  entirely  confined  to  advertisements, 
while  the  People's  Journal,  and  the  Weekly  News,  aflford  both 
local  and  general  intelligence.  There  are  thus  six  newspapers 
now  published  in  Aberdeen,  and  the  number  of  printing  offices 
is  sixteen. 

VII.— ANTIQUITIES. 

So  many  changes  have  been  eflFected  on  Aberdeen  during  the 
last  50  years,  that  few  antiquities  have  been  left  for  description. 
Beginmng,  however,  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  town,  and  pro- 
ceeding upwards,  we  shall  briefly  advert  to  the  few  points  of 
interest  that  may  come  under  this  head. 

The  Block-house,  which  has  already  been  named,  was 
appointed  to  be  built  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour  as  early 
as  1497,  and  the  appointment  was  renewed  in  1513,  when  the 
coimcil  determined  that  its  length  should  be  36  feet,  and  its 
breadth  half  as  much,  with  walls  six  feet  thick,  and  as  high  as 
the  masons  should  determine.  "  This  rough  piece  of  work  was 
finished  anno  1542,"  says  Grordon,  and  was  "  builded  for  garding 
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the  entrie  of  the  harbourie  from  pirats  and  alagards,  and  cannon 
were  planted  there  for  that  purpose." 

The  Block-house,  whose  remains  stand  behind  an  old  boiJ 
house,  was  built  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  on  the 
foundation  of  the  old  one  ;  the  ground  plan  is  a  semi-circle,  or 
half-moon  ;  the  embrasures  point  to  the  bay  rather  than  to  the 
harbour,  and  the  arched  roof  had  been  considered  shell-proof. 
On  the  erection  of  the  north  pier,  a  platform  was  formed,  and 
guns  planted  on  it,  but  they  have  long  since  been  removed. 

Among  the  antiquities  of  the  City  may  be  fairly  ranked  the 
Weighhouse,  which  forms  part  of  the  west  side  of  the  Square 
that  derives  its  name  from  it.     Bailie  Skene  describes  it  as  "a 
large  and  high  House,  called  the  Pack-lvouse  and  Weigh-hau^ie, 
wherein  are  a  great  many  Rowms  for  Merchant-Wares  of  all 
sorts  near  to  the  Shoar"    It  is  a  coarsely-built,  long,  narrow, 
high-roofed  house,  wliose  lower  floor  is  still  used  as  a  Weig-h- 
house,  and  the  upper  floor  as  a  sailmaker's  loft.     It  was  built 
in  1634,  and  served  as  a  Custom-house,  near  what  was  then  the 
termination  of  the  Quay  or  "  Peirheid,"  on  which  stood  tlie 
"cran,"  to  the  rope  of  which  a  ram's  horn  was  attached,  on 
which  certain  culprits  were  seated,  and  then  ducked  in  the 
water  ;  and  in  an  adjacent  pool,  known  at  a  comparatively 
recent  neriod  as  the  Pottie,  death  was  inflicted  by  drowoiing, 
especially  on  females. 

In  proceeding  through  the  Green,  we  meet  with  a  house,  Nos. 
74,  76,  near  the  foot  of  the  Back  Wynd  stairs,  that  presents  an 
ancient  aspect.  The  three  attic  windows  were  surmounted 
by  triangular  slabs,  bearing  coats  of  arms,  but  in  recently  un- 
dergoing repairs,  the  stones,  with  the  exception  of  the  middle 
one,  which  hears  the  date  1633,  had  their  ornaments  dressed 
off.  It  is,  traditionally,  connected  with  the  kidnapping  traffic 
which  has  already  been  described. 

Proceeding  through  Broad  Street,  we  find  the  house.  No.  64, 
once  occupied  by  Lady  Byron  and  her  distinguished  son.  It 
now  contains  the  office  of  a  printer,  and  some  visitors  have  felt 
the  poetical  afflatus  so  powerfully,  that  they  have  composed 
verses  on  the  occasion,  and  had  them  printed  on  the  spot ! 

Not  far  off  is  the  Netherkirkgate,  and  at  the  top  of  one  of  its 
courts,  is  the  house  in  which  Dr.  Beattie,  the  "  Minstrel,"  lived  ; 
and,  from  the  library  window,  may  be  seen  the  garden  in  which 
he  had  traced  in  cresses  the  initials  of  his  son's  name,  and 
thence  taught  him  to  reason  from  design  to  a  designer. 

Passing  into  the  Gallowgate,  in  which  the  last  wooden  houses 
apj)eared,  we  reach  a  building  desimated  the  Auld  Castle, 
wliich  bears  the  date  1494,     ft  has  been  called  Mar's  Castle, 
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and  associated  with  Cochrane ;  but  his  death  took  place  before 
the  date  of  this  building.  It  has  also  been  said  that  it  was 
**  Christ's  palace,"  in  which  Samuel  Rutherford  was  confined 
when  (1636)  he  resided  in  Aberdeen ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  literally  confined  to  an^  prison ;  for  he  speaks  of 
the  "  honest  man's  house  "  in  which  he  was  lodged ;  of  the 
people  pointing  to  him  as  "  the  banished  minister  "  as  he  passed 
along  tne  streets,  and  of  his  opposing  the  Arminianism  of  Dr. 
Barron,  whom  he  "  laid  by  after  three  yokings ;  "  but,  best  of 
all,  althouo;h  inhibited  to  preach,  he  had  opportunities  of  pri- 
vately sowing  the  seed  of  evangelical  truth,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  it  "  brairding  "  before  he  left  the  City — in  proof  of 
the  shortsightedness  of  persecution. 

In  the  School-hiU,  No.  20,  may  be  seen  a  picturesque  house, 
ornamented  with  those  graceful  angular  turrets  that  were 
adapted  from  the  French  chateau.  From  its  vicinity  to  the 
Church,  perhaps  it  has  been  regarded  as  the  manse  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Nicholas ;  while,  with  better  reason,  it  has  been  consi- 
dere<l  as  part  of  the  monastery  of  the  Blackfriars ;  it  is  also 
reported  to  have  been  the  house  of  Jameson  the  painter,  and  a 
bedroom  in  one  of  the  turrets  is  still  pointed  out  as  having 
been  occupied  by  Samuel  Rutherford. 

Near  the  south-west  comer  of  Castle  Street  still  stands  the 
house  of  Dr.  Guild  which  he  bequeathed  to  Marischal  College, 
for  the  support  of  certain  Bursars. 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  Netherkirk^te,  there  is  an  old 
building  with  the  effigy  of  a  mailed  warrior,  accompanied  by  a 
dog,  which  has  long  been  regarded  as  the  representative  of 
Wallace,  and  has  given  that  quarter  the  name  of  "  Wallace 
Nook; 

Relics  of  antiquity  may  also  be  found  over  the  door  of  the 
Trades'  School,  on  the  lower  floor  of  their  Hall,  in  the  slabs 
bearing  the  inscriptions  originally  placed  over  the  gateway  of 
their  old  Hospital. 

Where  the  Windmill  Brae  is  crossed  by  Dee  Street,  a  rude 
stone  may  be  observed,  rising  about  five  feet  and  a  half  above 
the  level  of  the  street,  from  which  the  neighbouring  recess  has 
derived  the  name  of  "  Langstane  Place ; "  and  a  little  farther  on, 
near  Holburn  Free  Church,  has  been  set  up  what  appears  to 
be  but  a  fra^ent  of  the  Crab  Stone,  although  Gordon  calls  it 
"  ane  inconsiderable  stone,"  to  which  allusion  has  already  been 
made. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  town,  and  in  the  declivity  known 
as  the  Steps  of  Gilcomston,  used  to  be  seen  a  large  stone 
surrounded  by  four  smaller  stones  about  eight  yards  distant, 
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known  as  Gilcomstone ;  but  it  is  now  concealed  by  buildings, 
and  stands  in  the  play-ground  of  the  Boys'  Industrial  School. 
It  is  a  huge  mass  of  close-grained  gray  granite,  and  rises  eight 
feet  above  the  surface,  being  three  and  a  half  feet  broad,  and 
two  feet  thick,  but  the  outline  is  irregular.  • 


PARISH  OF  ABERDOUR. 


Presbytery  of  Deer — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 

The  name  seems  to  be  Gaelic,  and  derived  from  a  small 
stream  or  rivulet  called  the  Dour,  anciently  written  Dovar, 
with  the  prefix  abh,  water,  abh-ir,  the  mouth  of  the  water,  or 
water  to  water,  and  Dour,  the  stream  which  falls  into  the 
Moray  Firth,  about  200  yards  below  the  old  church. 

BouTidaries. 

On  the  north,  it  is  bounded  by  the  Moray  Firth,  along  which 
it  has  a  sea-board  of  about  5 J  miles;  on  the  east  by  the 
parishes  of  Pitsligo  and  Tyrie  ;  on  the  south  by  the  parishes  of 
Tyrie  and  Strichen ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  King- 
Edward,  and  by  the  bum  of  Chapelden,  or  Nethermill,  which 
divides  Aberdour  and  Gamrie  parishes,  and  the  counties  of 
Aberdeen  and  BanflF. 

Extent 

The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  from  north-east  to  south- 
west, measures  in  a  direct  line  about  9J  miles,  and  its  greatest 
breadth  from  south-east  to  north-west,  5  miles ;  exclusive  of 
that  portion  which  is  cut  off  by  the  parish  of  Tyrie.  This 
detached  portion,  which  forms  part  of  the  barony  of  Aberdour, 
lies  about  two  miles  from  the  south  boundary  of  the  parish, 
and  within  about  two  miles  of  the  village  of  Strichen.  The 
whole  area,  including  the  detached  portion,  is  estimated  at 
about,  16,500  acres. 

Topography, 

The  face  of  the  country  is  very  undulating,  especially  the 
west  and  south-west  division,  where  the  hills,  bordering  on 
King-Eldward  parish,  attain  an  elevation  of  746  feet  above  sea 
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leveL  The  western  half  of  the  parish  is  traversed  from  south- 
west to  north-west  by  three  rivulets,  in  deep  hollows,  respec- 
tively called  the  dens  of  Troup,  Auchmedden,  and  Aberdour. 
The  southern  division  is  traversed  from  north  to  south  by  the 
den  of  Glasslaw,  through  which  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Ugie  flows,  by  the  village  of  Strichen,  and  joins  the  southern 
branch  of  that  river  at  Kora,  in  Longside.  The  north  and  east 
division  is  comparatively  level,  and  mostly  all  cultivated.  The 
mrish  church,  which  stands  at  the  north  end  of  the  village  of 
Kew  Aberdour,  is  200  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  old  castle 
of  Dundargue,  on  the  sea  shore,  is  65  feet  above  sea  level 

Oeology  and  Soils, 

The  red  sandstone,  with  its  conglomerates,  which  is  of  the 
oldest  secondary  formation,  constitutes  the  huge  high  cliffs 
along  the  Aberdour  shore,  and  here  it  is  developed  in  the 
most  marked  manner,  and  may  be  viewed  as  strata  which 
form  the  very  lowest  part  of  the  formation  of  the  red  and 
white  sandstones,  above  which  coal  is  usually  found.  In  ap- 
jpearance  it  is  of  a  dullish  red  colour,  mixed  with  spheres, 
having  greenish-grey,  and  yellowish-white  markings.  As  to 
the  area  of  this  great  deposit,  which  forms  the  point  at  Pen- 
nan-head,  and  the  rocks  along  the  shore  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
owing  to  the  covered  up  state  of  the  country,  we  are  unable  to 
trace  almost  any  part  of  the  outline  of  its  boundary,  neither 
have  we  in  the  parish  of  Aberdour  very  distinct  traces  at  any 
point  of  the  junctional  association  formed  by  the  sandstone 
conglomerates,  and  the  clay  slate  strata ;  but  in  the  neighbour- 
ing parish  of  Gamrie,  near  Troup  house,  almost  on  the  borders 
of  Aberdour,  there  is  a  ver}r  fine  exposure  of  the  junction  of  the 
sandstone  conglomerate  with  the  greywacke  group.  Here  we 
find  the  conglomerate  resting  unconformably,  and  almost  hori- 
zontally on  the  higlily  inclined  strata  of  the  transition  series.* 
The  composition  of  this  conglomerate,  which  is  found  overlying 
the  greywacke,  and  in  connection  with  the  sandstone,  contains 
fragments,  and  rolled  masses  of  the  rock  on  which  it  rests; 
whether  tliis  has  arisen  from  igneous  force,  or  aqueous  attrition, 
it  matters  not,  or  whether  some  of  these  rolled  fragments  may 
not  have  been  derived  from  rocks  at  a  distance,  the  result 
evidently  has  arisen  from  abrasion,  as  it  appears  alike  at  its 

•  "Another  and  instructive  junction  of  the  two  classes  of  strata  may  be 
examined  on  the  coast  immediately  below  the  old  Church  of  Oamrie,  where  we 
not  only  find  that  the  con^omerate  has  been  more  or  less  quietly  arranged  on 
the  upturned  strata,  but  iQso,  that  it  has  been  deposited  after  the  eruj>tion  and 
refrigeration  of  a  greenstone  vein  which  traverses  them.'* — Cunningham** 
Geognostical  Account  of  Banffshire. 
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i  unction  with  granite,  syenite,  greywaeke,  and  clay  slate.  We 
believe  that  the  Aberdour  red  sandstone  and  conglomerates 
are  contemporaneous,  and  belong  to  the  oldest  secondary  for- 
mation, ana  so  far  as  yet  discovered,  it  is  quite  destitute  of 
organic  remains.  Large  quantities  of  greyish  granite  are  to  be 
found  in  situ,  and  in  blocks  and  cairns  loosely  scattered  all  over 
the  parish,  many  of  which  have  been  used,  chiefly  in  the 
erection  of  houses,  along  with  the  sandstone,  and  in  building 
dykes. 

As  to  the  economical  purposes  to  which  the  rocks  of  Aber- 
dour are  now  applied,  we  nave  only  to  say,  that  there  are 
several  quarries  worked  for  ordinary  building  purposes ;  but 
the  Millstone  quarries  of  Pennan,  so  well  known  at  one  time 
all  over  tlie  north  of  Scotland,  are  now  scarcely  wrought  at  alL 
The  face  of  the  Millstone  rock,  which  overhangs  the  sea,  appears 
to  be  inexhaustible  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  expense  of 
quarrying,  and  the  high  price  of  the  stones,  there  is  now  no 
demand  for  them. 

Soils. — ^That  which  lies  along  the  sea  shore  in  the  lower  parts 
of  the  district,  in  many  instances  approaches  to  a  rich  loamy 
clay,  which  is  capable  of  bearing  superior  crops  of  oats,  barley, 
ana  turnips.  In  the  higher  western  parts,  the  soil  varies  con- 
siderably, from  black  soil  upon  an  iron-bound  pan  and  sub- 
stratum of  bluish  clay,  to  tne  moorish  soils  which  prevail  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  peat  mosses,  and  on  the  hilly  parts 
of  the  parish.  In  the  dens  of  Aberdour,  Auchmedden,  and  of 
Nethermill,  the  soil  which  exists  in  the  lower  parts,  and  that 
which  lies  more  immediately  in  contact  with  the  red  sandstone, 
and  where  it  is  composed  of  suitable  proportions  of  felspar, 
quartz  and  ferruginous  matter,  produces  a  rich  mould  ;  out 
where  the  beds  of  conglomerate  abound  in  a  disintegrated 
state,  a  gravelly  soil  occurs  which  is  of  little  value.  Peat  earth 
covers  a  large  area  of  ground  in  the  south-western  division  of 
the  parish.  Some  of  it  is  of  great  depth,  and  is  found  in  various 
states,  from  the  spongy  to  the  more  compact ;  but  otherwise 
than  as  an  alluvial  deposit  containing  the  remains  of  trees, 
there  is  nothing  interesting  in  it  in  a  geological  sense,  so  far 
as  we  are  acquamted  with  its  natural  history. 

Arboi*iculture  and  Botany, 

In  the  western  division  of  the  parish,  a  considerable  ex- 
tent of  ground  has  been  planted  with  Scots  firs,  larch,  and 
spruce,  along  with  ash,  plane,  willows,  and  alders,  and  in  some 
of  the  more  sheltered  parts  they  have  succeeded  remarkably 
welL     In  the  southern  division  also,  a  good  deal  has  been 
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planted  (but  mostly  in  belts  and  insulated  patches,  in  more  or 
less  elevated  positions),  and  their  success  has  not  been  dis- 
couraging, taking  into  account  the  soil  and  exposure  of  the 
ground. 

Bot<jL7iy. — The  dens  of  Auchmedden  are  peculiarly  rich  in 
rare  plants,  they  afford  perhaps  the  richest  field  of  botanical 
productions  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  Among  the  rarer  plants 
there  is  to  be  found  the  common  hart's  tongue  (Scolopendrium 
vulgare),  which  is  not  to  be  found  '*  in  any  other  station  in 
Aberdeenshire." 

The  following  are  selected  as  being  of  the  rarer  species,  besides 
those  which  are  common  all  over  the  country : — 

Agrimonia  eupcUoria — Common  Agrimony.      AUium  urainum — Broad-leaved 
Garlick. 

Alopeeurus  geniadcUua — Floating  Fox-tail  Grass.     Anagcdi»  teneUa — Bog  Pim- 
pernel. 

AnthyUiB  vulneraria — Kidney-yetch.      Anchtua  gempervirena — Ever -green  Al- 
kanet. 

Aspfmda  odorcUa — Sweet  WoodruflF.     BartMa  odontites — Red  Bartsia. 

Cakile  maritima — Sea  Rocket.     ChaerophyUam  temulentum — ^Rough  CherviL 

Cistus  helicuithemum — Rock  Rose.    Cochlearia  officinalis — Common  Scurvy  Grass. 

Conium  maculatum — Cummon  Hemlock.     Daucus  carota — Wild  Carrot. 

Drostra  rotundifolia — Round-leaved  Sundew.      Epilobium  montanum — Broad- 
leaved  Willowherb. 

Eriopfiorum  vaginatum — Hare's-tail  CJotton  Grass.  Ervum  hirmttum — Hairy  Tare. 

Fumaria  capreoUUa — ^Rampin^  Fumatory.      Oeranium  robertianum — Herb  Ro- 
bert, Stinking  Crane's-bill 

Ilippurus  vulgaris — Mare's-tail.    Hyacinthus  non-scripius — ^WUd  Hyacith,  Hare- 
beU 

Hydrocctyle  vulgaris — White-rot,  Marshpenny.    Iris  pseud-acorus — Yellow  Iris, 
Water  Flag. 

Hypericum  pukhrum — Small  Upright  St.  John's- wort.     Hypericum  humifusum 
— Trailing  St.  John's-wort. 

Lithospermum  maritimum — Sea  Gromwell,  Sea  Bugloss.     Myosotis  versicolor — 
Yellow  and  blue  Scorpion  Grass. 

Oxaiis  aeeiosella — Common  Wood  Sorrel.    Plantago  maritima — Sea  Plantain. 

Pamassiapalustris — Common  Grass  of  Parnassus.    Plantago  coronopus — Buck's- 
hom  rlantain. 

Potamogeton  natana — Broad -leaved  Pond- weed.      Pyrethrum  maritimum — Soa 
Feverfew. 

Rhodiola  Jio>tea — Rose-root.     Ranunculus  hederaceus — Ivy -leaved  Crowfoot. 

Ranunculus  bulbosus — Bulbous  Crowfoot.    Saxifraga  oppositi/olia — Purple  Saxi- 
frage. 

Scrophmaria  nodosa — Ejiotted-rooted   Fig-wort.      Sherardia   arvensis — Little 
Field  madder,  Spur- wort. 

Silene  inflaJta — Bladder  Campion,  White  Bottle.     TVien/o/ts  BhiropoBa — European 
Chickweed,  Winter-green. 

Veronica  chamadrys — Germander  Speedwell.      Vicia  sylvatica — Wood  Vetch. 
Viola  ptUustris — Marsh  Violet.  Scolopendrium  vulgare-^Common  Hart's-tongue. 

Sea  Coast 

The  highest  rocks  on  the  sea  shore  are  between  the  old 
church  and  the  bum  of  Nethermill,  on  the  Qamrie  boundary 
of  the  parish,  and  are  of  stupendous  height.     On  the  whole 


184  SEA  COAST. 

coast  there  are  only  three  places  where  boats  can  land.  One 
in  the  bay  of  Nethermill  ol  Auchmedden,  one  at  Pennan,  and 
one  below  the  old  church,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dour.  There 
are  several  caves  or  caverns  entering  from  the  sea,  with  shino^le 
beaches,  in  the  bays  of  Aberdour,  Pennan,  and  NethermilL 
These  beaches  are  on  a  considerable  scale,  and  seem  to  be  the 
joint  production  of  the  streams  and  the  sea,  the  streams  bring- 
ing down  the  materials,  and  the  sea,  in  storms,  and  in  fitting 
states  of  tide  forcing  them  back  into  these  small  bays.  Of  the 
caves,  the  most  remarkable  is  the  cave  of  Cowshaven,  on  the 
north-east  comer  of  the  parish,  where,  amidst  the  dangers  and 
privations  of  long  proscription,  Lord  Pitsligo  exhibited  patient 
endurance  and  made  many  miraculous  escapes  after  the  battle 
of  CuUoden.  The  entrance  to  this  cave  is  described  as  being 
difficult,  "  being  mostly  choked  up  by  sand  and  pebbles  thrown 
up  by  the  sea,"  and  the  interior  as 

**  A  cave  where  no  daylight  eiit«re, 
But  cats  and  badgers  are  for  ever  bred." 

In  the  centre  of  this  dungeon  is  a  well,  cut  out  of  the  solid 
rock,  by  the  hands  of  the  noble  lord,*  during  his  confinement. -f- 
Tliis  cave  has  never  been  thoroughly  explored,  though  several 
people  have  gone  as  far  as  the  foul  air  would  allow  them  with  safe- 
ty. The  old  castle  of  Dundargue  is  the  only  castle  in  the  parish. 
It  stands  on  a  rock  of  sandstone  about  65  feet  high  above  sea 
level,  and  is  surrounded  by  the  sea,,  except  by  a  narrow  neck  of 
rock  and  earth,  which  joins  the  castle  rocK  to  the  land.J  About 
a  mile  west  of  the  old  church,  and  at  Pitjossie,  there  are  two 
stupendous  natural  arches  through  which  the  sea  flows  at  high 
water.  One  of  them  measures  90  feet  long,  22  broad,  and 
about  12  feet  high,  and  the  roof  of  the  arch  appears  as  if  it 
were  neatly  jointed.     The  other  stands  parallel  to  it  and  is  only 

•  "  For  ten  years,  a  price  was  set  upon  his  head.  To  his  poor  neighbours 
who  were  familiar  with  his  conceahnent,  the  reward  would  have  been  riches  ; 
and  nothing  can  testify  more  powerfully  to  the  affectionate  respect  in  which  his 
character  was  held,  than  that  not  one  could  be  found  to  discharge  the  mercen- 
ary ofhce  of  informer." — John  Blaikie,  in  his  Old  Times  and  the  New. 

+  The  writer  of  the  New  Statistical  Account,  1840,  says — "  that  the  mother 
of  my  informant,  then  a  girl  of  sixteen  years  of  age,  procured  him  tools  for  this 

Eurpose,  and  supplied  him  with  food  and  other  necessaries  of  life  ;  but  at  last 
e  was  compelled  to  quit  his  prison  house,  his  dreary  abode  having  been  dis- 
covered by  her  footsteps  in  the  snow." 

t  "The  only  part  of  the  Castle  now  standing,  is  the  entry.  The  whole 
breadth  of  the  front  is  only  12  feet,  the  door  is  4  feet  2  inches  wide,  6  feet  hi^h, 
and  is  arched  ;  the  height  of  the  walls  12  feet  7  inches  ;  the  length  of  the  side 
walls,  still  standing,  is  10  feet  6  inches  ;  there  are  no  other  remains  of  the 
Castle  walls,  except  the  inside  of  the  foundation,  the  outside  having  fallen 
down,  owing  to  the  mouldering  away  of  the  rock  on  which  it  was  built." — Old 
Statistical  Account  of  Aberdour. 
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50  feet  apart,  it  measures  100  feet  long,  by  24  feet  broad,  and 
about  14  feet  bigh,  and  is  joined  to  the  mainland  by  a  narrow 
neck  of  earth.  These  two  arches  are  joined  together  by  another 
natural  arch,  45  feet  wide  and  20  feet  high,  through  which  the 
sea  also  flows  at  high  water,  and,  "  when  viewed  from  the  ad- 
joining clifif,  has  a  striking  and  awful  appearance." 

•*  How  fearful 
And  dizzy  'tis,  to  cast  one's  eyes  so  low  ! 

I'll  look  no  more, 
Lest  my  brain  turn,  and  the  deficient  sight 
Topple  down  headlong." 

The  large  cave  in  the  bay  of  Nethermill  of  Auchmedden,  cannot 
be  better  described  than  it  has  been  by  Francis  Douglas,  in  his 
thirty-ninth  letter,  1782,  on  the  "coast  from  Peterhead  to  Banff," 
which  we  shall  here  transcribe  verbatim.  It  is  "  narrow  at  the 
entry,  but  gradually  widening  as  we  go  forward.  After  we  had 
got  a  good  way  in,  my  conductor  complimented  me  on  my  cour- 
age, *  Your  honour  J  said  he, '  are  not  timriss ;  I  hopes  we  sail  hae 
better  luck  than  the  piper.'  Stout  as  I  am,  I  stood  stock-still,  and 
would  know  the  fate  of  the  piper,  ere  I  proceeded  a  step  fur- 
ther. '  Troth,  sir,  as  the  story's  tauld,  the  poor  man  had  gotten 
a  soup  o'  drink,  and  wist  to  ken  fou  his  pipes  wad  soun  in  this 
uncouth  place.  Naebody  doubts  o'  his  gaen  in,  but  as  few  ever 
saw  him  come  out.  He  was  heard  playing  Lochaber-no-Tnore 
about  a  mile  farer  ben  than  we  are  yet.'  Well  friend,  as  you 
say,  I  fear  nothing ;  but  we  may  meet  the  fellow,  and  as  I  hear- 
tify  hate  the  noise  of  a  bagpipe,  let  us  turn  back  in  time." 

At  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  more  especially  in  the  summer 
season,  a  great  number  and  variety  of  sea  fowl  resort  to  these 
rocks  and  cliffs  for  hatching,  and  in  fulfillment  of  a  prophecy 
by  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  "  there  should  be  an  eagle  in  the  Crags, 
while  there  was  a  feaird  in  Auchmedden." 

Hydrography. 

The  principal  streams  before  mentioned,  as  the  dens  which 
confine  them  to  their  lower  courses  rise  from  the  sea,  are  aug- 
mented by  many  small  tributaries  which  flow  from  the  higher 
ground  in  the  south-western  and  highest  division  of  the  parish, 
and  are,  for  agricultural  purposes,  of  ^eat  value.  On  the  south- 
west extremity  of  the  parisn,  there  is  a  small  moss-water  loch, 
between  two  and  three  acres  in  extent,  called  Monwig,  which 
is  surrounded  by  deep  peat  moss,  and  is  frequented  at  certain 
seasons  by  large  flocks  of  geese  and  ducks.  On  the  lower  part 
of  a  small  stream,  called  the  Dardar,  near  Pitjossie,  there  is  an 
interesting  cascade,  over  which  the  water  dashes  in  times  of 
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flood,  into  three  successive  basins,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
lower  one,  falls  smoothly  into  the  Moray  FirtL  There  are 
numerous  perennial  springs  throughout  every  part  of  the 
parish.  Some  of  them  are  of  a  strong  chalybeate  character, 
especially  "  Mess  John's  Well "  on  the  bum  of  the  Dour,  which 
is  said  to  possess  some  medicinal  virtues.  The  streams  of 
Dour  and  of  Chapelden  respectively,  supply  water-power  for 
the  meal  mills  of  Aberdour  and  NethermiU. 

Zoology, 

Fishea. — ^The  salmon  fishing  ex  adverso  of  the  lands  of  Auch- 
medden,  belong  to  the  crown,  and  are  let  for  £25  a  year;  those 
belonging  to  the  lands  of  Aberdour  are  let  for  about  £90  a 
year.  Ihe  herring  fishery  at  Pennan  has  employed  on  an 
average  of  the  past  10  years,  six  boats*  crews  during  the  season, 
and  the  average  number  of  crans  of  fish  caught  or  cured  per 
boat,  has  been  99 J  ;  and  the  total  average  number  of  crans 
cured  per  year,  597.  In  the  village  of  Pennan  there  are  ^bout 
50  fishermen*s  houses,  with  a  population  of  nearly  300,  who  are 
chiefly  employed  in  prosecuting  the  white  fishery  along  the 
shores  of  the  Moray  Firth,*which  abounds  with  a  great  variety  of 
fish. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  fishes,  &c.,  besides  salmon,  and 
herring  above  mentioned,— r-Haddock  (Morhua  oigU^nus),  ling 
(Molva  vulgai^is),  cod  (Morhua  vulgaris  I  dog-fish  (Sninax 
acantkias),  tusk  (Brofmius  vulgaris),  skate  (Rata  bafis), 
mackerel  (Scomber  v^dgaris),  colefish,  cole  sethe  (Merlayigus 
carbonarius),  flounder  or  plash  fluke  (PlaUssa  vulgaris),  holi- 
but  (Hijypoglos6U8  vulgaris),  sole  (Solea  vulgaris),  wolf  or  cat 
fish  (Anarhichas  lupus),  hag  (Myxiue  glutinosa),  thornback 
(Raia  clavata),  bladefish  (T'ticniurus  lepiurus),  wide  gab  (Lo- 
phius  piscatorius),  lumpfish  (Cyclopterus  luvipus),  grey  gur- 
nard (Trigla  gurnardus),  buUnead,  alias  Miller's  thumb  (Coitus 
goMo),  shark  (Caroharias  glaucus),  conger  eel  (Anguilla  con- 
er),  crabs,  lobsters,  cockles,  limpets,  &c.,  most  of  the  latter  two 
inds  of  shell  fish  being  used  by  the  fishermen  for  bait 

Farms  and  Farming, 

The  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  agricultural 
holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form,  exclusive  of  shoot- 
ings, fishing  rents,  moss  or  peats  sold,  quarries,  miUs,  &a,  and 
land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors. 

No.  at  and  above     Ko.  at  and  above 

£100  £60 

of  yearly  rant.        and  under  £100. 

19  19 

And  17  occupants  paying  less  than  £5  a  year. 


No.  at  and  above 

£20 
and  under  £60. 

No.  at  and  above 

£10 

and  under  £20. 

No.  at  and  above 

£6 
and  under  £10. 

37 

35 

59 
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Valuatioii,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Pariah,  year  1872-73,  .  .  £6,750  11  1 
]>o.        Manse,  and  other  Residental  Buildings,  otherwise 

than  Farm  Buildings, 110  2  0 

Do.        Shooting,  Saknon  Fishing,  and  Fishermen's  Houses 

in  Pennan,       . 228  3  3 

Do.        Mills,  Quarries,  and  Moss  sold  for  fuel,   .        .        .  138  15  0 

Do.        Small  Feu  Properties  in  New  Aberdour,           .         .  451  10  10 

Total  value £7,679    2    2 

Land  oioners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed XIQO  steriing,  are- 
James  Baird,  Esq.  of  Auchmedden. 
William  Bingwau  Fordyce,  Esq.  of  Aberdour. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  all,  71. 

Farming. — Within  the  past  two  nineteen  years,  many  a^- 
cultural  improvements  have  been  effected  in  draining,  fencing, 
road  making,  and  in  building  suitable  farm  houses.  During^ 
the  same  period,  large  tracts  of  muir  and  worn  out  moss  land 
have  been  brought  into  cultivation,  either  by  making  new 
holdings,  or  adding  to  adjoining  farms.  About  seven-eights  of 
the  whole  number  of  holdings  are  held  under  leases  of  19  years' 
duration,  the  remainder,  including  the  mansion  house  and  nome 
farm  of  Aberdour,  being  held  under  leases  of  shorter  duration. 
The  rotation  of  cropping^  varies  from  the  4th,  to  the  7th-shift 
course ;  but  that  which  is  most  general  is  the  5th  shift  course, 
which  consists  of,  1st,  oats  after  lea,  2nd,  turnips  or  other  green 
crop,  3rd,  oats  or  barley,  sown  with  grass  seeds  and  clover,  4th, 
grass,  and  5th,  grass.  The  6th  shift  course — the  good  and  the 
bad  6th,  has  been  followed,  and  about  30  years  ago,  the  7th- 
sliift  course  was  generally  adopted.  The  4th-shift  course  was 
followed  only  on  a  portion  of  the  village  lands  of  New  Aberdour. 

Roads, 

The  old  coast  road  from  Fraserburgh  to  BanflF,  intersects  the 
parish  from  east  to  west  The  Turnpike  road  also  from  Fraser- 
burgh to  Banff  skirts  the  south  boundary,  from  Bridge-end  of 
ArtUaw  to  Cowbog,  on  the  Peterhead  and  Banff  road  The 
most  westerly  cross  road,  from  south  to  north,  is  that  which 
runs  across  the  hills  from  near  New  Pitsligo  to  Pennan. 
Another  cross  road,  from  south  to  north,  runs  from  the  village  of 
Strichen,  and  Railway  Station,  to  the  village  of  New  Aberdour ; 
and  another  very  useful  local  road  runs  from  the  latter  nlace 
in  a  south-westerly  direction  by  the  Glasslaws  to  Byth.  Most 
of  the  oldest  of  these  roads,  especially  the  old  coast  road,  the 
(ionar  hill,  and  the  Auchintumb  roaas,  are  so  steep  in  some 
parts  that  wheeled  vehicles  require  more  than  special  attention. 
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Fairs. 

There  are  four  annual  fairs  held  at  New  Aberdour.  One  at 
Whitsunday,  and  one  at  Martinmas,  chietly  for  hiring  servants  ; 
the  other  two  markets  are  held,  one  in  the  middle  of  April,  and 
another  in  the  middle  of  August,  for  the  sale  of  Cattle,  &c. 
These  are  called  the  Aberdour  markets ;  but  on  a  moor  in  the 
western  division  of  the  parish,  there  are  two  markets  held — 
one  in  May  and  one  in  October — ^which  are  called  the  liyth 
markets,  as  they  are  held  near  Little  Byth,  on  the  borders  of 
King-Edward  parish. 

Commu  n  ication. 

Fraserburgh  is  the  chief  post  town,  and  between  it  and 
Aberdour,  Pennan,  &c.,  there  is  a  daily  post.  The  Strichen 
Railway  Station,  on  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway  is 
distant  from  New  Aberdour,  about  6  J  miles ;  and  the  Fraser- 
burgh Station,  on  the  same  Railway,  is  7i  miles,  also  from  2^ew 
Aberdour. 

Mansion  Houses, 

Tlie  old  mansion  house  of  Aberdour,  a  square  tliree-storied 
building,  is  now  occupied  as  a  dwelling  house  for  the  Mains 
farm.  The  Manse,  to  which  there  is  attached  a  large  Glebe, 
was  built  in  1822,  after  a  lengthened  litigation  with  the  princi- 
pal heritor,  which  ended  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  favour  of 
the  minister.  The  church  was  built  in  1822,  and  is  seated 
for  800. 

Iniia  and  Alehouses. 

There  are  two  licensed  houses  in  the  village  of  Pennan,  and 
three  in  the  village  of  New  Aberdour,  one  of  which  is  called  the 
"  Aberdour  Hotel,"  where  provisions  are  to  be  had  cheap. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  ABERDOUR,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessmenta,        ....      £540    4    4 
Do.      from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  80urc6B,     232    2    3^ 


Expenditure. 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,        .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£449  16 

H 

14  9 

5i 

13  14 

3 

30  7 

8 

263  19 

li 

£77267i 


£772    6    7^ 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  I4th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

Believed  doriiig  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

in 
18S1. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Resris- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

I,9!I7 

21 

48 

69 

44 

3 

8 

12 

9 

4 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  four  mem- 
bers or  elected  managers  on  the  Board. 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

As  the  Aberdeenshire  Aberdour  is  far  more  likely  to  have 
been  the  scene  of  a  shipwreck  "  half  o*er "  between  Norway 
and  Scotland  than  the  village  of  the  same  name  on  the  Firtn 
of  Forth,  so  we  here  introduce  "  the  ffrand  old  ballad  of  Sir 
Patrick  Spens."  Our  claim  might  be  farther  strengthened  by 
the  concluding  stanza  of  the  copy  in  the  Minstrelsy  of  the 
Scottish  Border : — 

**  Oh,  forty  miles  oflf  Aberdeen, 
Tis  forty  fathoms  deep, 
And  there  lies  gude  Sir  Fatrick  Spens, 
Wi'  the  Scots  lords  at  his  feet.'^ 

In  support  of  the  authenticity  of  the  narrative  of  the  story, 
which  was  called  in  question  by  the  late  Mr.  Kobert  Chambers, 
and  of  its  applicability  to  any  known  event  of  history,  Mr. 
Clyne,  in  his  Ballads  froTYi  Scottish  History,  says,  "  William 
Motherwell,  I  believe,  first  directed  attention  to  the  following 
pas.sa^e  in  Fordoun's  Scotichronicon  as  narrating  the  incident 
to  which  the  ballad  refers.  In  the  year  1281,  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  III.,  was  espoused  to  Eric  the  King  of  Norway, 
and,  leaving  Scotland  on  the  last  day  of  July,  she  crossed  the 
sea  in  noble  style,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  and  Countess  of 
Monteith,  and  also  by  the  Abbot  of  Balmerino,  and  Bernard 
de  Montealto  (Mowat),  and  many  knights  and  nobles.  After 
the  celebration  of  the  nuptials,  the  said  Abbot,  and  Bernard, 
and  many  other  persons,  in  returning  home  were  drowned,  "f 

**  There  is  more  difficulty,"  Mr.  Clyne  observes,  "  in  regard- 

f  The  Earl  of  Monteith  and  his  Lady  had  sailed  apparently  in  a  different  ship. 
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ingp  the  narrative  as  entirely  fictitious,  than  in  believing  that 
this  *  grand  old  ballad  of  Sir  Patrick  Sj^ens/  as  Coleridjs^e,  with 
a  poet  s  ready  appreciation  of  its  merits,  calls  it,  was  originally 
composed  at  a  period  when  the  fate  of  the  *  ancient  mariner/ 
whose  shipwreck  the  unknown  minstrel  sings,  was  an  event,  i£ 
not  within  the  memory  of  persons  then  alive,  yet  a  living  tra- 
dition among  the  Scottish  people." 

Various  copies  have  been  published,  but  we  follow  the  col- 
lated version  of  Professor  Aytoun : — 

SIR  PATRICK  SPENS. 

Th8  King  sits  in  Dnnfennline  tonn. 
Drinking  the  blude-red  wine  ; 
"  O  whaur  snail  I  ^et  a  skeely  skipper, 
To  sail  this  ship  of  mine  ?  '* 

Then  up  and  spake  an  eldem  knight, 
Sat  at  the  King's  right  knee  ; 
"  Sir  Patrick  Spens  is  the  best  sailor 
That  ever  sailed  the  sea." 

The  King  has  written  a  braid  letter, 

And  sealed  it  with  his  hand. 
And  sent  it  to  Sir  Patrick  Spens, 

Was  walking  on  the  sand. 

**  To  Noroway,  to  Noroway, 
To  Noroway  o'er  the  faem  ; 
The  King's  daughter  to  Noroway, 
It's  thou  maun  tak'  her  hame.*' 

The  first  line  that  Sir  Patrick  read, 

A  loud  laugh  laughed  he. 
The  next  line  that  Sir  Patrick  read. 

The  tear  came  to  his  e'e. 

"  0  wha  is  this  has  done  this  deed, 
This  ill  deed  done  to  me. 
To  send  us  out  at  this  time  o'  the  year 
To  sail  upon  the  sea  ?  " 

They  hoisted  their  sails  on  a  Monday  mom, 

W  i'  a'  the  haste  they  may  ; 
And  they  hae  landed  in  Noroway 

Upon  the  Wednesday. 

They  hadna  been  a  week,  a  week. 

In  Noroway  but  twae, 
When  that  the  lords  o'  Noroway 

Began  aloud  to  say — 

**  Ye  Scotismen  spend  a'  our  King's  gowd. 

And  A*  our  Queenis  fee." 
**  Ye  lie,  ye  lie,  ye  liars  loud, 

Sae  loud's  I  ht»ar  ye  lie  ! 
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For  I  brought  as  much  o*  the  white  monie, 

Ab  gane*  my  men  and  me. 
And  a  half- f out  o'  the  ffude  red  gold, 

Out  owre  the  sea  with  me. 

Be*t  wind  or  weet,  be't  snaw  or  sleet, 
Our  ship  shall  sail  the  mom.'* 
"  Kow  ever  alack,  my  master  dear, 
I  fear  a  deadly  storm. 

I  saw  the  new  moon  late  yestreen, 

Wi'  the  auld  moon  in  her  arm  ; 
And  I  fear,  I  fear,  my  master  dear. 

That  we  shall  come  to  harm  1 " 

They  hadna  sailed  a  league,  a  league, 

A  league  but  barely  three. 
When  the  lift  grew  dlark,  and  the  wind  blew  loud, 

And  gurly  grew  the  sea. 

The  ropes  they  brak,  and  the  top-masts  lap. 

It  was  sic  a  deadly  storm ; 
The  waves  came  o'er  the  broken  ship. 

Till  a'  her  sides  were  torn. 

"  O  whaur  will  I  get  a  good  sailor 
Will  tak'  the  helm  m  hand, 
Until  I  win  to  the  tall  top-mast, 
And  see  if  I  spy  the  land  ; " 

"  It's  here  am  I,  a  sailor  gnde, 
Will  tak'  the  helm  in  hand. 
Till  ye  win  to  the  tall  top-mast. 
But  I  fear  ye'll  ne'er  spy  land." 

He  hadna  gane  a  step,  a  step, 

A  step  but  barely  ane. 
When  a  bolt  Hew  out  of  the  gude  ship's  side, 

And  the  salt  sea  it  cam'  in. 

"  Gae,  fetch  a  web  of  the  silken  claith. 
Another  o'  the  twine. 
And  wap  them  into  the  gude  ship's  side. 
And  lat  na  the  sea  come  in." 

They  fetched  a  web  o'  the  silken  claith. 

Another  o'  the  twine, 
And  they  wapped  them  into  the  good  ship's  side. 

But  aye  the  sea  came  in. 

O  Uuth,  laith  were  our  good  Scots  lords 

To  weet  their  leathern  shoon. 
But  lang  ere  a'  the  play  was  o'er, 

They  wat  their  heads  abnne. 

O  lang,  lang  may  the  ladies  sit, 

Wi  their  fans  into  their  hand. 
Or  e'er  the^  see  Sir  Patrick  Spens 

Come  sailing  to  the  land. 

*  Maintain        t  A  meMure ;  an  eighth  of  a  peek. 
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0  lan^,  lang  may  their  ladies  sit, 
Wi*^  their  gowd  kaiins  in  their  hair 

A'  waiting  for  their  aio  dear  lords, 
For  them  they'll  see  nae  mair. 

Half  owre,  half  owre  to  Aberdour 

It's  tifty  fathoms  deep, 
And  there  lies  good  Sir  Patrick  Spans, 

Wi'  the  Scots  lords  at  his  feet. 


III.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Lord  Pitsligo  had  his  hiding  place,  after  the  battle  of  Cullo- 
den,  in  the  cave  of  Cowshaven,  in  this  parish  (previously  de- 
scribed). Alexander  Forbes,  the  last  Lord  Pitsligo,  in  his 
youth  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  foreign  travel,  and  had  visited 
the  exiled  Stuarts  at  St.  Germains,  conceiving  and  retaining 
for  them  afterwards  a  strong  affection.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  general  rising,  headed  by  the  Earl  of  Mar,  on  the  death  of 
Queen  Anne  ;  but  escaped  the  pains  and  penalties  which 
others  suffered,  and  was  allowed  to  return  to  his  old  castle  of 
Pitsligo,  where  he  passed  many  years  in  tranquil  enjoyment. 
He  had  nearly  completed  his  TOtli  year,  when  Charles  Edward 
landed  to  claim  his  forfeited  rights,  and  the  old  Jacobite  ac- 
cepted the  invitation  of  younger  cavaliers  to  put  himself  at 
their  head,  and  joined  the  standard  of  the  Prince  at  Edinburgh. 
The  battle  of  rrestonpans  had  been  won.  Lord  Pitsligo  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  troops,  and,  "  it  seemed  as  if  religion, 
virtue,  and  justice  were  entering  the  camp  under  the  appear- 
ance of  this  venerable  old  man."  He  deplored  the  failure  of 
the  cause,  and,  amidst  the  dangers  and  privations  of  his  long 
proscription,  he  exhibited  a  patient  endurance  and  heroic  for- 
titude strong  enouorh  to  extort  respect  from  his  enemies.  His 
escapes  in  this  parish  were  numerous,  and  almost  miraculous. 
His  Lordship  was  author  of  Essays  Moral  and  Philosophical, 
and  of  Thoughts  concerning  Man's  Condition  and  Duties,  He 
was  the  last  of  our  Cavaliers, 

**  And  no  fond  tears,  save  those  of  heaven, 
The  glorious  bed  bedew 

Of  the  last  old  Scottish  Cavalier, 
All  of  the  olden  time." 

Under  this  head  may  be  mentioned  the  Bairds  of  Auch- 
medden,  a  very  ancient  family.  The  tradition  is,  that,  as  King 
William  the  Lion  was  hunting  in  one  of  the  west  counties,  he 
had  strayed  from  his  attendants,  and  was  alarmed  by  the 
approach  of  a  wild  boar,  when  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
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Rurd  came  up,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  slay  the  boar. 
For  this  signal  service,  the  king  made  a  considerable  addition 
to  the  lan£  he  had  formerly  given  him,  and  assigned  him  for 
his  coat  of  arms  a  boar  passant,  and  for  his  motto  Dominus 
fecit.  The  arms  and  motto  are  to  be  seen  on  an  ancient  monu- 
ment belonging  to  the  family  of  Auchmedden  in  the  churchyard 
of  Banff 

A.D.  1568.  George  Baird  received  from  the  Regent,  Earl 
of  Moray,  a  disposition,  heritable  and  irredeemable,  to  the 
lands  of  Auchmedden,  "  for  many  acts  of  utility  and  friendship 
done  to  me,  and  many  sums  of  money  given  out  by  him  in  my 
service." 

1593.  Andrew  Baird  went  to  France  to  finish  his  studies, 
and  became  Professor  of  Sciences  at  Lyons.  Gilbert,  his 
brother,  married  the  heiress  of  Ordinhuives,  in  Banffshire, 
1578,  and  had  by  her  32  children,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
lived  to  the  age  of  maturity. 

1650.  John,  eldest  son  of  Ancbew,  was  bred  to  the  law.  On 
the  Restoration,  he  was  created  a  Knight,  and  was  soon  after 
appointed  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of  Justice,  by  the 
title  of  Lord  New  Bjrth 

1647.  James  Baird  was  a  lawyer  of  high  reputation.  King 
Charles  I.  reposed  great  confidence  in  him,  and  appointed  him 
sole  Commissary  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  in  Scotland  The 
king  issued  a  warrant  for  creating  him  a  peer,  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Doveran ;  but  Mr.  Baird  died  before  the  patent  passed 
the  seala 

1658.  Sir  James  Baird  was  High  Sheriff  of  Banff,  and  was 
much  respected  for  his  abilities,  integrity,  and  address.  In 
1662,  he  received  several  marks  of  the  king's  favour,  among 
others,  an  acquittal,  for  acting  in  the  above  oflSce  during  the 
Usurpation,  to  the  effect  that — "  We  are  fully  satisfied  of  his 
(Sir  James's)  conduct  and  loyal  affection  to  Our  Person  and 
Government,  and  therefore  declare  him  free  of  all  censure,  &c." 
— Supersigned  Charles,  and  subscribed  Lauderdale. 

William  Baird,  the  last  male  representative  of  the  Bairds 
of  Auchmedden,  bom  in  1701,  pubhshed  a  translation  of  Thu- 
cydides ;  but,  having  taken  part  in  the  disastrous  rising  of 
1745,  he  was  obliged  to  remain  several  years  in  concealment, 
generally  in  Echt,  the  propertjr  of  his  brother-in-law,  who  was 
created  the  first  Earl  of  Fife.  Though  his  estate  was  not 
confiscated,  yet  his  pecuniary  difficulties  constrained  him  to 
dispose  of  it  to  Lord  Haddo,  in  1750.  He  wrote  interesting 
Genealogical  Memoirs  of  the  Duffs,  tracing  the  history  of  that 
noble  family  to  its  origin,  and  giving  interesting  anecdotes  of 
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many  of  the  collateral  branches.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Baird, 
who  died  in  Abertleen  in  1777,  and  of  his  wife  Ann  Duft',  who 
died  in  1773,  repose  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Nicholas. 

As  Sir  David  Baird,  Bart.,  K.C.B.,  was  descended  from  a 
junior  branch  of  the  Bairds  of  Auchmedden,  so  he  may  pro- 
perly be  introduced  here.  Bom  in  1757,  he  entered  the  army 
m  1772,  and  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  the  contest  with 
Hyder  AH,  and  the  taking  of  Seringapatam.  On  the  death  of 
Sir  John  Moore,  he  succeeded  to  the  cliief  command ;  and, 
having  acted  as  Governor  both  of  Kinsale  and  Fort-George,  he 
died  in  1829  at  his  seat  of  Femtower,  Perthshire. 

Of  the  same  family  was  the  celebrated  Bayardo,  or  Bojakdo, 
the  Italian  poet,  who  wrote  OrUindo  Innamorato,  which 
Ariosto  made  the  groundwork  of  his  Orlando  FuriosOy  whom 
he  drives  mad  by  making  Angelica  fall  in  love  with  an  obscure 
squire. 

IV.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  stands  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
village  of  New  Aberdour,  and  is  conveniently  situated  for  the 
bulk  of  the  population.  The  Church  was  erected  in  1818,  and 
was  calculated  to  accommodate  800,  with  all  the  sittings  free. 
The  Manse  was  built  in  1822,  after  a  long  litigation,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  House  of  Lords  deciding  that  law  did  not  limit 
the  sum  to  be  allowed  for  building  manse,  offices  and  garden 
walls  to  £1,000  Scots.  There  were  few  dissenters  in  the  parish 
till  1843 ;  but  the  Free  Church  has  now  a  Preaching  Station 
in  it. 

The  Parochial  Register  was  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  but  the  most  ancient  part  of  it  was  lost  in 
1815,  and  the  remainder  commences  in  1698. 

In  addition  to  the  Parochial  School,  there  is  a  School  on  the 
lands  of  Auchmedden,  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of 
Pennan,  which  is  partly  supported  by  the  interest  of  money 
mortified  for  this  purpose  by  Lady  Jane  Hay,  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Kinnoul.  There  are  several  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
parish,  but  modifications  and  new  arrangements  will  no  doubt 
soon  be  made  by  the  application  of  the  Education  Act.  The 
people  are  quite  alive  to  the  benefits  of  education,  and  send 
their  children  regularly  to  School,  and  the  consequence  is,  that 
few  are  unable  to  read  and  write.  The  habits  of  the  people 
are  sober  and  industrious ;  shrewd  and  intelligent,  social  and 
obliging,  they  are  regular  in  their  attendance  on  the  ordinances 
of  religion,  and  the  poor  scarcely  ever  apply  for  parocliial  relief 
until  coinj)elled  by  necessity. 
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The  population  has  increased  progressively  since  the  begin- 
ning 01  tlie  century,  which  is  partly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
erection  of  New  Aberdour  in  1798,  and  to  the  births  exceeding 
the  deaths  by  more  than  one  half. 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  old  Cairn  of  Coburty  stands  on  the  farm  of  that  name,  and 
other  Caims  were  at  one  time  scattered  over  it  and  through  the 
lower  division  of  the  parish.  Tradition  relates  that  the  Danes 
landed  on  the  east  coast  of  Buchan,  and  were  pillaging  the 
country  on  their  way  to  join  their  countrymen,  then  in  pjosses- 
sioa  of  Moray.  They  were  first  attacked  by  the  Scots  in  the 
neighbouring  parish  of  Rathen,  where  an  encounter  took  place. 
Three  of  their  leaders  were  slain  at  Memsie,  and  three  Cairns 
were  raised  on  the  very  spot  where  each  of  them  fell  The 
Danes  retreated,  and  were  overtaken  at  Coburty,  and  again 
defeated,  and  Caims  were  raised  over  the  graves  of  many. 
They  again  retreated,  and  are  said  to  have  been  finally  defeated 
on  the  field  of  the  Bloody  Pots,  near  the  old  church  of  Gamrie. 
Some  of  the  Coburty  Caims  that  have  been  opened,  were  found 
to  contain  a  rude  stone  coffin,  containing  ashes  and  human  bones. 

Brodie*s  Cairn,  on  the  farm  of  Towie,  commemorates  the 
murder  of  his  mother  by  a  farmer  of  that  name.  The  body 
was  brought  to  the  gate  of  the  churchyard  of  Aberdour,  and 
the  parishioners  were  called  upon  severally  to  apply  the  hand 
to  the  corpse,  in  the  belief  that  blood  would  flow  at  the  touch 
of  the  murderer.  The  son  of  the  murdered  woman  was  ol)- 
served  to  be  reluctant  to  undergo  the  ordeal,  and,  when  com- 
pulsion was  threatened,  he  comessed  the  murder,  and,  after 
execution,  his  body  was  quartered,  and  his  remains  buried  by 
the  sides  of  four  roads  leading  to  the  church,  on  each  of  which 
a  Cairn  was  raised. 

The  ruins  of  what  is  said  to  have  been  a  Roman  Catholic 
fTiapel  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Chapel-Den,  on  a  haugh  opposite 
tlie  Tore  of  Troup. 

The  ancient  Fortress  or  Castle  of  Dundargue  was  one  of 
the  strongholds  of  the  Cumines,  Earls  of  Buchan.  On  the 
^lefith  of  King  Robert  the  Bruce,  the  kingdom  descended  to 
liis  son  David,  who  wiis  then  only  four  years  of  age  ;  and  Ran- 
dolph, Earl  of  Moray,  was  appointed  Regent.  Edward  Raliol, 
however,  conceived  that  a  favourable  m)p()rtunitv  for  recover- 
ing the  kingdom  whicli  his  father  haa  shamefully  renounced 
to  the  king  of  England,  had  now  occurred,  and,  tor  this  pur- 
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pose,  he  gatliered  around  him,  amongst  others,  those  English- 
men who  had,  before  the  battle  of  Bannockbum,  received  gifts 
of  land,  and  others  who  claimed  estates  by  inheritance.  Among 
the  latter  was  Sir  Henry  de  Beaumont,  who  had  married  Alice, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  and,  consequently, 
as  Wyntown  narrates, — 

"  The  Bewmownde  went  in-til  Bwchane, 
And  there  Dwndarg  of  Lyme  and  Stane 
He  made  stowtly,  and  thare-in  lay." 

On  Sir  Andrew  Murray's  besieging  the  castle,  the  English 
sallied  forth,  but  were  repulsed 

"  The  Wardane  gart  his  WrychtiB  syne 
Set  wp  rycht  stowtly  his  £ngyne, 
And  warpyd  tiU  thare  Towre  a  Stane. 
The  first  cast,  that  it  kest,  hot  ane, 
It  hit  the  Towre  a  mery  Strak, 
That  the  mAst  Qest  of  that  Towre  brak.'' 

The  Beaumont  immediately  treated  for  his  own  safety  and 
that  of  his  garrison,  yielded  the  fort  to  the  Warden,  ana  then 
retreated  to  England;  but 

•*  Qwhethirhe  went  by  Land  or  Se, 
I  wate  noucht  the  certant^." 


PARISH  OF  ABOYNE  AND  GLENTAIi^^AR. 


Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O'Neil — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 

"  A  FRIEND  to  statistical  enquiries,"  who  wrote  the  Statistical 
Account  of  Aboyne  for  Sir  John  Sinclair,  says  the  origin  of  the 
name  is  unknown.  The  writer  of  the  New  Statistical  Account, 
1843,  says  that  it  is  compounded  of  two  Gaelic  words,  "  -4,  ci 
ford,  and  boinTie  or  buinne  a  cui^rent  of  rippling  water*'  In 
the  admirable  work  by  the  Rev.  J.  Taylor,  "  Words  and  Places," 
second  edition  published  in  1864 — "We  find  that  in  Germany 
there  is  a  river  called  Abhinne,  which  means  the  water  chamr 
Ttel  " — ^and  at  page  206,  he  says,  that  "  There  is,  in  fact,  hardly 
a  single  Cdtic  word  meaning  stream,  current,  brook,  channel, 
water,  or  flood,  which  does  not  enter  largely  into  the  river 
names  of  Europe."  The  same  author  gives  an  immense  num- 
ber of  pure  Gaelic  names  of  places  in  the  north  of  Germany, 
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which  tends  to  support  the  theory  of  those  who  are  of  opinion 
that  the  original  inhabitants  of  tnis  part  of  the  country  came 
from  the  east.  Glentanar,  which  lies  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Dee,  and  Inchmamock  on  the  left,  at  a  remote  period,  formed 
one  parish — ^the  former  bein^  added  to  Aboyne,  and  the  latter 
merged  into  the  united  parishes  of  Glenmuick,  Tullich,  and 
Glengaira  Olecm-tam-ar,  in  (Jaelic,  signifies  the  glen,  or  the 
hollow  of  accmt^rable  Umd. 

BouTidaries, 
The  united  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes 
of  Coull  and  Lumphanan ;  on  the  east  bjr  the  parish  of  Kin- 
cardine 0*Neil ;  on  the  south  bv  the  parish  oiT  Birse,  and  of 
Lochlee  in  Forfarshire ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  imited  parishes 
of  Glenmuick,  Tullich,  and  Glengaim- 

Eoctent. 

The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  from  north-east  to  south- 
west, measures  in  a  direct  line,  about  12  miles,  and  its  greatest 
breadth  from  east  to  west,  from  Potarch  to  Dee  Castle,  also  in 
a  direct  line,  is  11  miles.  A  small  detached  portion  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Aboyne,  called  Percy,  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  water  of 
Feugh,  and  is  wholly  surrounded  by  the  parish  of  Birse.  The 
area  of  the  whole,  including  this  detached  portion,  is  estimated 
at  about  36,150  acres. 

Topography. 

The  Glentanar  portion  of  the  parish  is  very  mountainous, 
rising  from  the  Dee  by  the  ridge  of  Bellrory,  which  forms  the 
west  side  of  the  Glen,  runs  towards  Mont  Keen  (3077  feet),  and 
the  ridge,  east  of  the  Tanar,  runs  from  Craigendinny  (1234  feet) 
.  to  the  tiockcaim  (2390  feet),  which  is  the  highest  point  in  the 
parish,  on  the  Firmonth  part  of  the  Grampians.  The  lowest 
point  being  the  rocks  of  Inch-bare,  on  the  Dee,  at  the  Bridge 
of  Potarch,  which  are  270  feet  above  sea  level.  The  Dee,  at 
the  influx  of  the  bum  of  Dess  is  305  feet,  the  church  of 
Aboyne  is  420  feet,  and  the  Dee,  at  the  influx  of  the  water  of 
Dinnet,  460  feet. 

The  parish  of  Aboyne,  or  Barony*  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Dee,  between  the  waters  of  Dess  and  Dinnet,  but  the  parish  also 
includes  the  lands  of  Balnacraig,  which  lie  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  opposite  to  Kincardine  0*Neil  The  surface  of 
the  north  part  of  the  parish,  although  hilly,  is  not  mountainous, 
the  highest  point  being  the  Mortlich  (1247  feet),  and  is  the 

•  According  to  Gordon  of  StnJoch,  **  TituloB  Baronis  Parlamentarii  dat 
M&rchoniB  Huntlaei  filiorum  mii,"  the  Burgh  formerly  called  Bnnty,  now 
(''harletstown,  stands  near  Aboyne  (^astle. 
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southernmost  top  of  the  ridge  of  Tillylair,  wliich  divides  tlie 
pirislies  of  Lumphanan  and  CoulL  The  north-eastmost  comer 
of  the  parish,  at  Dnimduan,  on  the  burn  of  Dess,  being  427 
feet ;  the  Scarhill  of  Tillyduke,  on  the  west,  984  feet,  and  the 
Bridge  of  lielnagowan,  on  the  Tariand  road,  470  feet 

Geology  and  Soils, 

Granite  forms  the  primitive  formation  throughout  the  united 

Earrshes,  and  its  component  parts  are  quartz,  mica,  felspar,  and 
ornblendt*,  varying  in  colour  from  whitish-grey  to  red  ;  tlie 
latter  much  resembles  Peterhead  granite,  and  is  capable  of 
being  finely  poUshed.  The  rock  is  everywhere  found  in  large 
masses  auci  shattered  l)lock8  of  various  sizes  scattered  over  the 
hills  and  valleys,  along  with  syenitic  boulders.  Large  frag- 
ments of  black  ferruginous  rock  are  found  in  the  valley  of  the 
river,  wliich  appear  to  have  been  disintegrated  from  rocks 
which  only  exist  at  a  much  higher  level,  and  higher  up  the 
Dee  than  the  bounds  of  the  parish. 

In  Glentanar,  the  alluvial  soil  washed  down  from  the  adja- 
cent hill  slopes  is  of  a  li^litish  loam,  more  or  less  mixed  w^ith 
decomposed  reddish  granite.  On  the  Firmonth,  topaz  has  been 
found  imbedded  in  the  granite,  and  crj^stallized  quartz,  both 
white  and  rose  colour.  Limestone  in  smaU  quantities  is  to  be 
found,  but  it  is  of  an  impure  quality.  Ironstone  boulders  are 
found  in  many  places,  and  traces  of  manganese  have  been  found, 
and,  along  the  Dum  of  Ault-dinny,  whicli  borders  with  Birse,  a 
kind  of  clay  called  "  fullers  earth  "  is  to  be  found.  On  the  ridj'e 
of  hills  which  run  from  Craigendinny*  toward  the  Firmontli, 
there  are  large  deposits  of  T)eat  earth,  overlying  the  remains  of 
oak,  birch,  and  otner  deciduous  trees,  at  a  much  higher  level 
than  those^of  the  same  species  of  trees  which  are  now  found 
growing  in  this  part  of  the  countrJ^ 

Soils, — The  soil  generally  over  tlie  east  division,  the  Muir  of 
Dess,  is  of  various  Kinds,  but  it  is  mostly  of  a  bla<;k  moorish 
description,  largely  mixed  with  gravel  ana  water-worn  pebbles. 
On  the  higher  ground,  towards  the  Mortlich,  and  alon^  the 
valley  of  the  water  of  Aboyne,  the  soil  is  of  a  better  quality — 
overlying  gravelly  clay  and  boulder  stones,  while  on  the  west 
division,  by  Ferrar,  Braeroddach,  and  the  water  of  Dinnet,  there 
is  every  variety  of  soil,  varying  from  pebbly-gnivel,  black  loam, 
to  clay,  and  yellow  loam,  with  an  abundance  of  grey  granite  and 
g^iieiss  boulders.  The  alluvial  land  along  the  valley  of  the  Dee 
is  of  a  ligiit  siindy  nature,  on  gravel  and  water-worn  pebbles, 
and  in  the  broad  haiighs,  numerous  old  channels  of  the  river 

*  Creag-antfine,  or  the  rock  of  Hrc*. 
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may  be  traced  by  the  water  borne  debris  left  in  ridges,  and 
the  basins  or  dead  flats  which  stretch  across  the  valley  from 
bank  to  brae. 

Arborictdture  and  Botany. 

Along  the  north  side  of  the  river,  the  plantations  surround- 
ing Aboyne  Castle  cover  a  large  extent  of  ground,  nearly 
3.000  acres.  The  outlying  woods  chiefly  consist  of  Scots  fir, 
and  larch  of  various  ages.  Those  plantations  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Qistle  are  well  mixed  with  oaks,  ash,  elm,  beech, 
and  birch,  and  some  spruce  trees,  which  form  a  pleasant  variety. 
About  30  years  a^o,  the  greater  portion  of  the  older  pine  trees 
was  cut  down,  ana  the  ground  replanted,  but  many  years  must 
elapse  before  these  comparatively  young  plantations  can  attain 
the  prominence  of  their  predecessors.  In  the  private  grounds 
of  Aooyne,  there  are  some  fine  specimens  of  old  Scots  fir  trees, 
oak,  elm,  and  birch,  also  some  promising  young  Wellingtonias. 
Along  the  right  bank  of  the  JJee,  from  Craigendinny,  by  the 
lower  glen  of  the  Tanar,  and  along  the  northern  slopes  of  Bell- 
rory,  a  large  extent  of  muir  ground  has  recently  been  planted 
with  Scots  firs  and  larch,  mixed  with  some  hardwood  trees 
along  the  base  of  the  hill  slopes,  which  have  already  become 
valuable  for  shelter. 

The  "  Forest  of  Glentanar,"  which  is  said  to  be  a  portion  of 
the  old  Caledonian  forest,  extends  for  several  miles  along  both 
sides  of  the  glen,  and  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Allochy  and 
the  Gairney,  and  high  up  the  northern  slopes  of  Mont  Keen 
and  the  Firmonth.  The  outlines  of  the  higher  portion  of  the 
ground,  growing  trees,  are  not  very  well  defined,  therefore,  we 
can  only  give  an  approximation  of  its  extent ;  however,  we 
believe  that  it  exceeds,  rather  than  falls  short  of  4,000  acres. 
Within  the  present  century,  Glentanar  has  been  twice  almost 
disafforested — that  is,  the  best  and  most  accessible  trees  were 
cut  down  ;  but  for  the  past  25  years,  it  has  been  allowed  *'  to 
rest  and  be  thankful."  The  soil  a])poars  to  be  very  suitable  to 
the  natural  Scotch  pine,  and  from  the  tendency  of  the  trees 
to  seed,  many  of  the  corries  and  lower  slopes  of  the  hills  now 
present  cfroups  and  masses  of  remarkably  thriving  tn^es.  The 
writer  of  the  Statistical  Account,  179G,  says,  he  numbered  130 
concentric  circles — annual  zones— on  a  tree  11  inches  in  dia- 
meter, which  is  a  proof  of  the  fine  quality  of  the  timber. 

The  plantations  on  Balnacraig  extend  to  between  1,300  and 
1,400  acres.  The  planted  trees  consist  chiefly  of  Scotch  firs — 
all  well-grown  trees — and  the  natin-al,  of  hazel  and  birch  scrub. 

Botany. — The  botany  of  Aboyne  and   Gleutannr  pivsonts 
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many  interesting  objects  to  those  who  desire  to  study  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  We  shall  therefore  enumerate  a  few  of 
the  rarer  plants  and  trees  which  are  considered  indigenous, 
viz. : — 

A  IchemUla  alpina — Alpine  Lady's  Manila    Anthyllis  mUntraria — ^Kidney  Vetch. 

Arctium  lappa — Smooth  Burdock.     AquUegia  vulgaris — Ck>mmon  Colambine. 

AJuga  reptans — Common  Bugle.     Arundo  phragmUes — Conmion  Reed. 

A  vena  Alpina — Alpine  Oat-Grass.     Cistutt  lieliarUhemum — Bock  Rose. 

CaXamagrostia  epigefos — Wood  Reed.     Cnicus  htterophyUu% — Melanch^  Thistle. 

Comarum  palustre — Marsh  Cinquefoil.     Corylus  avellana — Common  fiLaseL 

Etiuittetum  sylvalicum — Wood  Morse-taiL      RjuMetum  Jluviatile — Great  Water 
Horse-talL 

Fraxinus  excelsior — ^Common  ash.     Festuca  vivipara — Viyiparons  Fescae  Grass. 

OerUiana  Campestris— Field  Gentian.    OcUium  BoTieo^— Croes-leared  Bed-stra^. 

Olechoma  hederacea — Ground  Ivy.     Oeranium  sylvaticum — Wood  Crane's-bilL 

Ooodyera  repens — Creeping  Goodyera.     Hypericum  pulchrum — SmaU  Upright 
St  John's-wort. 

Hex  aqu\folium—CommoTk  Holly.     Iris  pseudoacarus—YeHlow  Water  Iris. 

Lonicera  periclymenum — Honeysackle.     Lycopodium  clavatum — Common  clab< 
moss. 

Lycopodium,  alpinum — Savin-leaved  Club-moss.     Melica  Cltpntio— Purple  Mellic 
Grass. 

Meum  aihamatUicum — Spignel,  Bald-money.      Mercurialis  pereimis — Perenial 
Mercury. 

Nymphaa  cUba — White  Water  lily.     Oxyra  reni/ormis — Kidney-leaved  Moun- 
tain Sorrel. 

Ononis  arvensis — Rest-harrow.     Orchis  macuUUa — Spotted  Palmate  Orchis. 

Pinguicola   vulgaris— Common   Butterwort       PotamogeUm    compressa — Flat- 
stalked  Pond- weed. 

Primula  vulgaris — Common  Primrose.     Primula  tvrw— Cowslip. 

Pamassia  paXusiris—Oommou.  Grass  of  Parnassus.    Pyrola  media — ^Intermediate 
Winter-green. 

Prunus  padus — ^Bird  Cherry.     Prunus  «pt»io»a--Sloe-tree,  Black-thorn. 

Pyrus  aucaparia — Mountain  Ash,  Bowan  Tree.      PotentiUa  fragariastrum — 
Barren  Strawberry. 

Poptdus  ^remw^o— -Trembling  Poplar,  Aspen.  Bodiola  nUUegrana — Thyme-leaved 
Fhix-seed. 

Roseda  luteola — Dyer's  Weed,  Wild  Woad.     Rosa  spinosissima — Burnet  Rose. 

Rubus  saxatUia — Stone  Bramble.     Rufms  fruiicosus — Conmion  Bramble. 

Bubus  chamasmorus—MountaAn  Bramble,  Cloud  Berry.      Sambucus  ebulu» — 
Dwarf  Elder. 

Sanicula  Europcea — Wood  Sanicle.     Statice  armeria — Common  Thrifty  Sea-gilli- 
flower. 

Bax'\fraga  aizoides — Yellow  Mountain  Saxifrage.  SHene  marUima — Sea  Compion. 

TroUius  Europcms — Mountain  Globe  Flower.     Scirpus  fluUans — Floating  Club- 
rush. 

Vaccinium  arycoctM— Marsh    Wortle-berry,   Cran-berry.      Scirpus   cetaceus — 
Bristle  stalked  Club-rush. 

Verbascwti  thapsus — Great  Mullein.     Veronica  fiederifolia— Ivy -leskved  Speed- 
well. 

Veronica  humifusa — Prostrate  Speedwell     Veronica  Scutellaia — Narrow-leaved 
Speedwell. 

Hydrography, 

The  principal  river  is  the  Dee,  which  intersects  and  forms 
the  boundaries  of  the  parish  for  about  15  miles,  following  the 
windings  of  its  course.     Tlic  next  stream  in  point  of  size  is  the 
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water  of  Tanar,  which  has  its  source  on  Mont  Keen,  and,  after 
a  wild  impetuous  course  of  about  14  miles,  in  a  north-easterly 
direction,  along  with  its  chief  tributary  streams  the  (Jairney  and 
the  Allachy,  falls  into  the  Dee  about  a  mile  above  the  Suspen- 
sion Bridge  of  Aboyne.    The  water  of  Dinnet,  which  forms  the 
west  boundary  of  the  parish,  north  of  the  Dee,  flows  from  Lochs 
Kinnoir  and  Dawin ;  the  bum  of  Aboyne,  or  the  Allach,  which 
flows  from  the  Vale  of  Cromar,  past  Aboyne  Castle,  falls  into 
the  Dee  below  Belwade  ;  and  the  bum  of  Dess,  which  flows 
from  the  valley  of  Lumphanan,  and  the  old  loch  of  Auchlossan 
forms  the  east  boundary  of  Aboyne,  and  falls  into  the  Dee  at 
ICll  of  Dess.    About  a  mile  above  the  confluence  of  the  Dess 
with  the  Dee,  there  is  a  remarkable  cascade  which  is  called  the 
"  Sloe  of  Dess,"  a  fine  view  of  which  can  be  obtained  from  the 
"  Commisioners'  road,"     North  of  the  Dee,  there  are  several 
small  streams,  and  in  Glentanar,  there  are  the  Ault-roy,  Ault- 
dinny,  and  other  mountain  streams  of  lesser  note.   The  detached 
portion  of  the  parish  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  water  of 
F eugh,  which  has  its  source  in  the  forest  of  Birse,  and  falls  into 
the  Dee  at  Banchory-Teman.     There  are  numerous  perennial 
springs  throughout  the  parish,  some  of  which  were  held  in 
great  veneration ;  such  as  the  Ladi/a  and  the  Skeulan  well 
and  tree,  which  are  situated  about  half-way  between  Aboyne 
Castle  and  the  old  church.     Muchreiah's*  well  and  stone,  with 
a  cross  cut  on  it,  stands  about  a  mile  west  of  the  Castle. 

On  the  eastern  skirts  of  the  policies  of  Aboyne  Castle,  near 
to  the  old  church  and  burjdng  ground,  there  is  an  artificial 
lake,  covering  about  30  acres,  with  several  small  islets  in  it, 
which,  along  with  its  margins,  are  covered  with  graceful-look- 
ing spruce  trees,  and  masses  of  fragrant  birch. 

Fcurma  and  Famting, 

Excluding  the  value  of  agricultural  land  in  the  natural  i)Os- 
session  of  proprietors,  the  value  of  residential  buildings,  mills, 
&c.,  fishing  and  shooting  rents — the  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  number  and  rent  of  the  agricultural  holdings  in  a  classified 
form : — 

Na  at  and  abore     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £60.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

5  13  3G  13  26 

And  23  occupants  paying  less  than  £5  a  year. 
•  Anglice— the  well  of  the  sow'b  aheiUing. 
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Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish,  year  1872-73,    .        .  £4,779  18  10 
Do.        Mansion  Houses  and  Residential  Buildings,  otherwise 

than  Farm  Buildings 919  19    4 

Do.        Mills  or  Manufactories,  and  Market  Customs, .  103    0    0 

Do.        Shootings  and  Fishings,  Let, 1,240    0    0 

Do.        RaUways, 1,052    0    0 

Total  value, £8,094  18  _2 

La7}d  moners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Most  Noble,  The  Marquis  of  Huntly. 
William  E.  Nicol,  Esq.  of  Balnacraig. 
Francis  Farquharson,  Esq.  of  Percy. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  all,  21  ;  and  there 
are  17  tenants  of  subjects  held  under  improving  leases  of  21  years'  duration. 

Fai^ung. — ^Tlie  usual  term  of  ordinary  farming  leases  is  19 
years,  and  the  rotation  of  cropping,  that  of  the  5th  and  6th  ; 
formerly  the  7th-shift  course  prevailed,  but  that  of  the  5th,  is 
the  one  which  is  now  generally  followed,  and  is  considered  the 
most  profitable  course  for  those  farming  light  soils.  It  consists 
of,  1st,  oats  after  lea,  2nd,  turnips,  3rd,  oats  or  here,  sown  with 
grass  seeds  and  clover,  4th,  grass,  and  5th,  grass.  Under  the  im- 
proving leases,  that  is  the  leases  which  are  held  for  a  term  of 
21  years,  a  great  extent  of  barren  land  has  been  brought  under 
cultivation,  and  suitable  farm  buildings  have  been  erected. 
Generally  throughout  the  parish,  the  farm  buildings  have  of 
late  jrears  undergone  great  improvements,  it  may  therefore 
be  said  that  those  in  the  parisii  of  Aboyne  are  of  a  sui)erior 
description. 

Roads. 

The  portion  of  AbojTie  lying  north  of  the  Dee  is  intersected 
by  the  old  Deeside  turnpike  road,  from  the  Bridge  of  Dess  (363 
feet)  to  the  Bridge  of  Dinnet  (505  feet), which  passes  through  the 
villas^e  of  Charlestown.  The  "  Commissioners'  road"  from  Deeside 
to  Alford,  passes  along  the  Aboyne  side  of  the  water  of  Dess,  on 
the  east  boundary  of  the  parisn  ;  and  the  Cromar,  or  Tarland 
road,  skirts  tlie  western  side  of  the  policies  of  Aboyne  Castle. 
South  of  the  Dec,  the  country  is  accommodated  by  a*  fairly  kept 
Commutation,  or  County  road,  which  leads  from  the  Bridge  of 
Potarch  to  Ballater,  and  jpasses  through  Birse,  by  the  Bridge 
of  Tanar,  Dee  Castle,  and  rannanich.  A  branch  from  this  road 
leads  along  Glentanar,  and  runs  up  as  far  as  the  confluence  of  the 
water  of  uairney.  In  1828,  Loni  Aboyne  erected  a  suspension 
bridge  across  the  Dee,  a  little  above  the  old-ford,  but  the  disas- 
trous flood  of  the  4th  of  August,  in  the  following  year,  swept 
it  away.      Another  bridge  was  erected  in  1831,  solely  at  his 
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Lordship's  expense,  and  both  bridges  are  said  to  have  cost 
£7,000.  Tfie  length  of  the  present  bridge  between  the  points 
of  suspension  is  230  feet,  and  the  width  of  the  carriage-way  is 
14  feet  On  the  south  embankment  approach,  there  are  two 
iron-trussed  arches  of  50  and  60  feet  span,  and  two  stone  arches 
of  20  and  30  feet  span.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Aberdeen- 
shire Roads  Act  of  1865,  this  bridge  has  been  put  on  the  County 
bridge  list,  and  has  recently  undergone  considerable  repairs,  of 
which  it  stood  in  need.  The  roadway  of  this  bridge  is  412 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  roadway  on  the  bridge  over  the 
Tanar,  south  Deeside  road,  470  feet. 

The  Deeside  Extension,  and  the  Braemar  Railways  intersect 
the  parish  from  north-east  to  south-west,  for  a  distance  of  about 
seven  miles.  The  Aboyne  Station  is  32|  miles  from  Aberdeen, 
and  is  very  centrically  situated  fpr  the  district ;  the  Dess  Station 
(29i  miles),  although  within  the  parish  of  Aboyne,  is  considered 
to  be  the  station  for  the  village  of  Kincardine  O'Neil. 

Markets  or  Fairs, 

The  Aboyne  markets  are  held  upon  a  large  green  which  lies 
between  the  Church  and  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel,  and  is  skirted 
east  and  west  by  the  newer  parts  of  the  village,  and  the  ground 
is  admirably  suited  for  the  purpose.  The  old  statutory  markets 
are  held  at  Candlemass,  Michaelmass,  and  Hallowmass.  Mar- 
kets are  also  held  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  the  month  of  January, 
March,  and  April,  the  1st  Tuesday  and  3rd  Thursday  of  May, 
the  last  Wednesday  of  June,  the  last  Friday  of  July,  the  3rd 
Thursday  of  September,  the  1st  Tuesday  and  Wednesdav  (0.  S.) 
of  October,  and  on  the  Tuesday  after,  for  hiring,  the  3rd  Thurs- 
day of  November,  and  on  the  3rd  Thursday  of  December,  aU 
bemg  held  for  the  sale  of  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep. 

Buildings. 

The  early  history  of  Aboyne  Castle  is  unknown,  tradition 
furnishes  no  distinct  evidence  at  what  time  it  was  built,  but 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  placed  in  low-lying  ground, 
it  seems  to  have  been  surrounded  by  water,  and  accessible  only 
by  boat  or  draw-bridge,  a  position  likely  to  have  been  selected 
for  strength,  or  of  easy  clefence.  The  Bissets  possessed  the 
lands  of  Aboyne  in  1242,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  country. 
The  lands  then  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Knights  Templar,* 
and  the  Castle  was  for  a  time  occupied  by  the  Earl  of  Mar.  In 
1388  we  find  the  Castle  and  lands  of  Aboyne  in  possession  of 
the  Gordons  of  Huntly,  and  in  1630,  they  were  m  possession 

•  Chartnlary  of  Aberdeen. 
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of  John,  second  son  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  who  w^  burned  at 
Frendraught,  on  the  30th  of  April  of  that  year.*  In  1671,  the 
west  part  of  the  Castle  was  rebuilt  by  dharles,  first  Earl  of 
Aboyne,  and  in  1801,  the  east  wing  was  added  by  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  Marouis.  The  old  mansion-house  of 
Balnacraig  is  now  occupiea  as  a  farm  house.  The  Parish 
Church  of  Aboyne  was  built  in  1842,  and  is  seated  for  628. 
The  Manse  was  built  in  1790,  but  several  additions  have  been 
made  to  it  since.  The  old  Church  of  St  Lesmo,  Glentanar, 
(alias  the  Black  Chapel  of  the  Moor,  with  the  old  burying- 
ground  surrounding  it),  has  recently  been  restored. 

Inns  aiul  Alehouses. 
There  are  two  inns  in  Charlestown,  and  refreshment  rooms 
at  the  Railway  Station.  The  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  is  a  first- 
class  establishment,  where  post  horses  and  veliicles  can  be 
obtained,  and  the  charges  are  at  least  equal  to  those  of  the 
best  hotels  in  Aberdeen  or  Edinburgh.  There  are  other  two  or 
three  wayside  public-houses  or  drinking  shops  in  the  parish- 
Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  ABOYNE,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments,        ....      £327    6    5 

Do.      from  MortificatioiiB,  and  aU  other  sources,      23  19  11 

On  Loans  raised  on  Secority  of  Assessments,  38    9    8 


£399  15    O 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  RoU,  or  Registered,  .        .  £307    9  10 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 0  12  9 

Medical  Relief,  (ex  Parliamentary  Grant),  12  12  0 

Management, 27    2  OJ 

Law  Expenses, 6  14  4 

Repayment  of  Money  Borrowed,        .        .        .  38  13  5 

Balance  in  hand,    .  6  10  7i 


£399  16    O 


ARSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

In 

1861. 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

Males. 

FemaleB. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

RegriiP 
tored 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Oasual 
Poor. 

Dopcnd- 
ante. 

1,160 

11 

40 

51 

27 

6 

2 

1 

0 

2 

It  is  still  doubtful  whether  his  death  was  caused  wilfully  or  accidentally. 
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The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  three  mem- 
bers or  elected  managers  on  the  Board. 


II.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  old  Church  was  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Mortlich  hill, 
near  the  end  of  the  loch.  It  was  surrounded  by  the  graveyard, 
but  its  foundations  are  now  indicated  only  by  a  swarded  ridge 
rising  somewhat  above  the  surrounding  level  The  walls  of  the 
old  Manse  are  still  standing,  although  somewhat  dilapidated, 
as  they  were  built  of  surface  stones,  principally  of  gneiss  and 
granite  and  cemented  with  clay,  and  the  ivy,  struggling  through 
the  debris,  still  clings  to  its  falling  support  There  are  some 
interesting  monuments  in  the  churchyard.  A  few  are  of  very 
considerable  antiquity,  and  the  ornaments  sufficiently  quaint. 
One  represents  a  man  standing  on  a  globe,  not  larger  than  his 
head,  holding  a  sand  glass  in  the  right  hand,  and  a  scythe  in 
the  left  Another,  around  a  scull  and  cross  bones,  bears  the 
usual  Memento  Mori,  and,  beneath  a  shield,  Hora  Fuoit, 
which  owe  their  preservation  to  the  ornaments  in  relief,  while 
the  more  interesting  inscription  has  been  worn  illegible.  A 
more  modem  monument  records  that  the  age  of  the  deceased 
had  exceeded  100  years. 

The  Parish  Church  is  both  handsome  and  comfortable.  The 
Manse  was  built  in  1790,  and  two  rooms  were  added  in  1835. 
The  Glebe  extends  to  nearly  20  acres,  but  its  value  is  not  in 
proportion  to  its  size.  "  The  old  Glebes  of  Aboyne  and  Glen- 
tanar,  of  excellent  soil,  were,  on  occasion  of  a  central  church 
being  built  for  the  united  parish  in  1763,  excambed  for  double 
extent  of  a  bleak  moor,  which  had  evidently  at  one  period 
been  the  bed  of  the  Dee,  and  which  had  scarcely  any  soil  on  it" 

The  Free  Church,  whose  adherents  previously  worshipped 
in  the  parish  of  Birse,  has  been  built  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Market  Square,  and  is  an  elegant  and  substantial  building  in 
the  Gothic  style  with  a  graceful  spire,  and  forms  a  very  pro- 
minent and  pleasing  feature  in  the  beautiful  landscape. 

The  parochial  schoolmaster  enjoys  an  allowance  from  the 
Dick  bequest  in  addition  to  the  usual  salary  and  school  fees, 
with  house  and  garden.  The  usual  branches  are  taught ;  the 
number  of  scholars  is  high,  who  occasionally  afford  successful 
competitors  for  bursaries  at  the  University.  In  the  Glentanar 
division  of  the  parish,  there  was  a  School  supported  by  the 
Society  for  propagating  Christian  knowledge,  with  the  usual 
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accommodation  from  the  heritors,  but  it  has  now  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  School  Board,  together  with  a  female  school  that 
was  supported  by  the  Marchioness  of  Huntly. 

The  Parochial  Remster  only  begins  at  1755,  and,  together 
with  the  Minutes  of  Session,  contains  a  record  of  marriages 
and  births,  but  not  of  deaths.  The  births  were  irregularly- 
entered  previously  to  legal  compulsion,  partly,  it  has  been 
stated,  "  from  the  neglect  of  some  parents  and  the  disinclinar- 
tion  of  others  to  have  their  children's  names  recorded." 

Nearly  1000  years  ago,  S.  Lesmo,  as  a  holy  hermit,  is  said  to 
have  laboured  in  Glentanar ;  and,  in  1871,  a  chapel  was  conse- 
crated to  his  memory  by  Bishbp  Suther  of  Abenft^en.  Of  the 
house  of  the  lairdship  in  Braeline,  in  the  heart  of  Glentanar, 
the  arched  gateway  alone  remained ;  but  the  stones  that  had 
been  used  for  other  purposes,  were  recognized  and  again  em- 
ployed in  the  reconstruction  of  the  house,  which  was  carried 
out  under  the  direction  and  at  the  cost  of  W.  Cunliffe  Brooks, 
Esq.,  M.  P.  for  East  Cheshire.  The  building,  constructed  of 
granite,  is  50  feet  long  and  20  feet  broad ;  the  walls  are  hung 
with  drab  cloth,  and  above  the  altar  hangs  a  picture  of  the 
Virgin  and  child. 

III.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Thomas  Innes,  A.M.,  Principal  of  the  Scots  College  at  Paris, 
was  bom  at  Drum^ask,  in  1662.  He  was  the  author  of  -4^ 
Critical  Essay  on  tlie  Ancient  Inhabiianis  of  Scotland,  pub- 
lished in  1729,  and  of  the  Civil  and  Eccl^isiiuttical  History  of 
Scotland,  which  was  printed  for  the  Spalding  Club  in  1853.  He 
died  at  the  Scots  College,  in  1774,  in  the  82nd  year  of  his  age. 

Peter  Williamson,  whose  kidnapping  at  Aberdeen  has  al- 
ready been  described,  was  born  in  Aboyne. 

James  Cromar,  AM.,  a  native  of  Aboyne,  was  a  zealous 
teacher,  and  died  Rector  of  the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen, 
in  1826. 

Families. — William  Bisset  possessed  the  lands  and  Castle  of 
Aboyne  in  1242,  and  it  appears  from  the  Chartulary  of  Aber- 
deen, that  the  Bissets,  who  exiled  themselves  in  Ireland,  gave 
the  lands  of  Aboyne  to  the  Knights  Templar.  From  the 
Knights  Templar,  the  lands  of  Aboyne  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Frasers  of  Cowie,  and  from  the  Frasers  to  Lord  Keith, 
progenitor  of  the  Earl  MarischaL  Lord  Keith's  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  was  married  to  Sir  John  Gordon  of  Huntly,  and  with 
her  the  lands  of  Aboyne  passed  to  the  Gordons,  with  whom  they 
liave  remained.     Sir  John  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Otterbum, 
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15th  August,  1388,  and  his  only  daughter  and  heiress  was 
married  m  1408,  to  Sir  William  Seaton,  of  Seaton  Mallonally. 
Their  son,  Alexander,  was,  in  1449,  created  Earl  of  Huntly,  and 
assumed  the  surname  of  Gordon.  Earl  Alexander  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  George,  in  favour  of  whose  second  son,  Adam, 
(who  afterwards  became  Earl  of  Sutherland),  it  is  stated,  in 
Gordon's  History  of  the  Clans,  that  James  11.  granted  a  novo- 
damus  of  the  lands  of  Aboyne.  They  seem,  however,  to  have 
reverted  to  the  Earl  of  Hunkly,  and  to  have  been  bestowed  suc^ 
cessively  on  the  second  sons  of  that  noble  house,  first,  on  John, 
who  was  cruelly  burned  to  death  at  Frendraught,  and,  secondly, 
on  James,  Viscount  Aboyne,  on  whose  death  the^  passed  to 
his  brother,  Charles,  who  distinguished  himself  in  opposing 
Montrose  at  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  was  created  Earl  of  Aboyne  in 
1661.  He  married  Margaret  Irvine,  daughter  of  Irvine  of 
Drum,  and  augmented  the  Castle  of  Aboyne.  From  the  names, 
he  appears  to  liave  been  the  hero  of  the  ballad,  known  as 

LORD  ABOYNE. 

The  Earl  of  Aboyne  is  to  England  gane, 

And  a'  hia  merry  men  wi'  him  ; 
Sair  was  the  heart  his  fair  lady  had, 

Because  she  wan  na  wi'  him. 

As  she  was  a-walking  in  her  garden  green, 

Amang  her  gentlewomen. 
Sad  was  the  letter  that  cam'  to  her  : 

Her  lord  was  wed  in  Lon'on. 


"  O  is  this  tme,  my  Jean,"  she  says, 
"  That  my  lord  is  wed  in  Lon'on  T  " 


my  J 
For  the  lord  o*  Aboyne  is  oomin'." 


'  O  no,  O  no,  my  ladv  gay, 


When  she  was  looking  o'er  her  castle  wa' 
She  spied  twa  bonny  boys  comin' ; 
"  What  news,  what  news,  my  bonny  boys, 
What  news  hae  ye  from  Lon'on  ?  " 

"  Good  news,  flood  news,  my  lady  gay, 
The  lord  <?  Aboyne  is  comin  ; 
He's  barely  twa  miles  frae  the  place, 
Ye'U  hear  his  bridles  ringin'/' 

*'  O  all  mv  grooms  be  well  on  call, 
And  hae  yoar  stables  room  in  ; 
O'  com  and  hay  spare  nane  this  day, 
Sin'  the  lord  o'  Aboyne  is  comin'. 

O  all  mv  cooks,  be  well  on  call, 
And  hand  your  spits  a  tumin', 

Wi'  the  best  o'  roast,  and  spare  nae  cost, 
Sin'  the  lord  o'  Aboyne  is  comin'. 
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My  maidens  all,  be  well  on  call. 

And  hae  your  floors  a'  shinin*, 
Cover  o'er  the  stair  wi'  herbs'  street  air, 

Cover  o'er  the  floors  wi'  linen ; 
An'  busk  my  body  i'  the  beet  array, 

For  the  lord  o'  Aboyne  is  comin  ." 

Her  gown  was  o'  the  eude  green  silk, 

Fastcn'd  wi'  red  silk  trimmin'. 
Her  apron  was  o'  the  gude  black  gause, 

Her  hood  o'  the  finest  linen. 

Sae  stately  she  stept  down  the  stair. 

To  look  gin  he  was  oomin'. 
She  called  on  Kate,  her  cham'er-maid. 

And  Jean  her  gentlewoman, 
To  brin^  her  a  cup  of  the  blude-red  wine, 

To  dnnk  his  health  thafs  oomin'. 

She's  gane  to  the  dose,  ta'en  him  frae's  horse, 
Savs,  '*  Your  thrice  welcome  trae  Lon'on  !  " 
"  If  I  DC  as  welcome  half  as  ye  say, 

Come  kiss  me  for  my  comin' ;  ' 

For  to-morrow  should  hae  been  my  wedding-day, 
Gin  I'd  staid  ony  langer  in  Lon'on  !  " 

She  turned  about,  wi'  a  proud,  proud  look. 
To  Jean  her  gentlewoman  ; 
**  If  to-morrow  should  hae  been  your  wedding-day, 
Gae  back  to  your  harlots  in  Lon'on  !  " 

"  My  merry  men  all,  now  turn  your  steeds, 
I'm  sorry  for  my  comin', 
For  we'll  bide  this  night  at  the  bonny  Bog  o'  Gight, 
To-morrow  take  horse  for  Lon'on  ! " 

'*  O  Thomas  my  man,  gae  after  him, 

Ajid  sneer  sin  I'll  win  wi'  him  ?  " 
"  Yes,  madam,  1  hae  pleaded  for  thee. 

But  a  mile  ye  winna  win  wi'  him." 

Here  and  there  she  run  in  care. 

And  doctors  wi'  her  dealin' ; 
But  in  a  crack  her  bonny  heart  brak'. 

And  letters  gaed  to  Lon'on. 

When  he  saw  the  letter  seal'd  in  black. 
He  fell  on's  horse  a  weepin' ; 
«  If  she  be  dead  that  I  love  best, 
She  has  my  heart  a-keepin'. 

My  meny  men  all,  ye'll  turn  your  steeds, 

That  comely  face  I'U  see  then  ; 
Frae  the  horse  to  the  hat,  a'  maun  be  black. 

And  mourn  for  pretty  Peggy  Irvine  J  " 

When  they  cam'  near  unto  the  place, 

They  heard  the  dead  bell  knellin' ; 
And  aye  the  tumiu'  o'  the  bell 

Said,  •*  Come  bury  bonny  Peggy  Irvine  !  " 

George,  fifth  Earl  of  Aboyne,  succeeded  to  the  Marquisate  of 
Huntly  on  the  death  of  George,  fifth  and  last  Duke  of  Gordon, 
eighth  Marquis  of  Huntly,  on  28th  May,  1836,  as  ninth  Marquis 
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of  Hantly,  and  became  chief  of  the  Gordons,  a  clan  ever  bydand 
and  whose  loyalty  contributed  to  hold  the  crown  on  the  head 
of  James  II.,  Ammo  non  astutia.  Adam  Gordon  of  Aboyne, 
second  son  of  George,  second  Earl  of  Huntly  by  his  Countess, 
the  Lady  Jean  Stuart,  daughter  of  James  1,  became  Earl  of 
Sutherland.  Countess  Elizabeth  died  in  1535,  and  her  hus- 
band. Earl  Adam,  in  1537,  both  at  Ferrar,  in  Aboyne,  and  both 
were  buried  there. 

William  Bisset  of  Abojme,  was  accused  of  burning  the  house 
at  Haddington,  1242,  in  which  the  Earl  of  Athol,  and  two  of 
his  servants  were  consumed.  Bisset  proved,  by  the  evidence 
of  the  queen,  that  he  was  that  night  at  Forifar.  Enmity  still 
sul)sisting  between  Athol  and  Bisset,  and  the  latter  being  afraid 
of  the  power  of  his  adversaries,  the  Cummines,  did  not  stand 
his  trial,  but  went  to  Ireland,  where  he  left  a  noble  family, 
which  is  now  extinct.  The  Earl  of  Athol,  and  other  two  Cum- 
mine  chiefs  fell,  in  Edward's  army,  in  the  battle  of  Culblean, 
which  was  fought  in  1335. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

There  is  a  number  of  Cairns  on  the  Mullach  hill,  said  to  be  the 
burial  places  of  those  slain  in  battle.     On  the  summit  of  the 
hill,  there  is  a  large  Cairn  about  60  feet  in  diameter,  and  the 
tradition  is  that  it  marks  the  spot  where  some  Danish  king  or 
general  of  that  name  fell     But  such  tradition  has  no  founda- 
tion, as  Mullach,  in  Gaelic,  simply  means  the  summit,  and  as 
the  Cairn  is  flattened  on  the  top,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
it  may  have  been  a  station  for  a  beaconfire,  such  as  that  on 
Craigendinny,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.     Along  the 
soutn  face  or  base  of  the  Mullach,  at  Knockice,  i.e.,  Cnoc-glas, 
or  the  grey  knoll,  there  are  the  remains  of  three  rectangular 
stone  enclosures,  closely  connected  with  each  other.      "  The 
westmost  one  measures  about  330  feet  by  260,  the  central  one 
is  a  little  larger,  and  the  eastmost  about  twice  the  size  of  the 
other  two."    A  little  to  the  north-west  of  the  westmost  en- 
closure, there  are  two  circular  forts  of  about  40  feet  in  dia- 
meter on  rising  ground,  overlooking  the  enclosures,  and  traces 
of  a  road  leading  in  the  direction  of  Loch  Kinord.     These 
enclosures  appear  to  be  composed  of  loose  stones  and  earth, 
and  have  notning  about  them  that  would  indicate  that  they 
Were  of  Roman  origin,  except  their  rectangular  shape.     On 
the  hill  of  Tillyfoudie,  or  Tvlachfaday  that  is,  the  knoll  of  the 
ridge,  are  the  remains  of  a  circular  entrenchment,  about  80  feet 
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in  diamotor,  eoraposoJ  of  btoues  which  have  been  regularly  laid, 
but  apparently  without  any  cementing  matter  ;  and  not  far 
from  tliis  fort,  at  one  time,  tliere  could  have  been  traced 
another  fort  of  similar  dimensions,  and  two  parallel  djykes 
across  the  Muir  of  Drumduan,  leading  in  the  direction  of  the 
Hill  of  Fare,  where  there  are  the  remains  of  some  eirde  houses 
and  entrenchments. 

Near  the  Bridge  of  Dess,  there  is  a  large  round  flat  stone 
with  a  hole  in  the  centre,  supposed  to  luive  been  used  for  put- 
ting up  a  gibbet  tree.  The  stone  is  placed,  or  rests  near  ;i 
small  knoll,  which,  locally,  bears  the  name  of  Tire-mod,  said 
to  signify  the  court  ground  ;  but  most  probably  the  name 
should  be  Tern-a-mltoid,  which  means  the  Kiioll  of  justice,  or 
Thjlian-moidy  "  the  house  at  the  place  of  justice." 

On  the  summit  of  the  Mortlich  hill,  there  are  apparently 
the  remains  of  an  extensive  encampment,  supposed  to  l>e 
the  Murthilacum  in  Mai*ria ;  referred  to  in  Buchanan,  (Lib. 
VI.  cap.  xlix.),  where  it  is  said,  Malcolm  XL,  after  a  hard  con- 
tested action,  obtained  a  signal  victory  over  the  Danes,  which, 
if  tradition  be  correct,  may  account  for  the  numerous  cairns 
and  tumuli  scattcTed  over  this  part  of  the  country. 

On  the  top  of  the  Mortlich,  a  Tower  was  erected  in  honour 
of  the  late  Marquis  of  Huntly  by  the  tenantry. 

At  Newton  of  Tillvcaim,  in  1828,  several  Urns  containing 
calcined  bones  were  dug  up  while  trenching  some  CTOund,  one 
of  which  was  entire.  About  50  yards  distant  from  tne  tumulus 
in  which  the  Urns  were  found,  the  soil  had  a  darker  appear- 
ance, and  small  pieces  of  charcoal  were  found  imbedded,  and 
here  it  is  likely  that  the  bodies  had  been  burned,  preparatory 
to  their  ashes  being  deposited  in  the  Urns.  At  a  short  dis- 
tance from  these  remams,  the  author  of  the  last  Statistical 
Account  observes,  "  That  the  site  is  near  to  some  Picts'  houses, 
or,  as  they  are  here  called,  Mullochies,  on  the  communication 
branch  ol  the  parallel  dikes  wliich  diverge  from  Knockice  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Dee." 

On  the  top  of  a  ridge  about  a  mile  east  of  TiUycaim,  there 
are  several  Cairns,  the  largest  being  called  Cairn-more,  which, 
in  1818,  was  partly  opened  for  obtaining  stones  for  building 
purposes,  when  a  number  of  bones  w^as  found,  and  a  small 
gold  chain  of  four  links,  with  a  pin  attached,  of  such  size  as 
might  be  used  for  fastening  a  plaid,  or  other  article  of  dress. 
The  bottom  of  the  Cairn  was  neatly  paved,  so  far  as  it  w^as 
uncovered. 

On  the  Hill  of  Little  Tullich,  which  overlooks  the  old  Castle 
of  Cean-na-Coille,  are  the  remains  of  "  My  Lord's  House,"  con- 
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sLsting  of  five  courses  of  a  square  stone  building.  The  wall  at 
the  base  course  is  12  feet  thick,  and  diminishes  about  a  foot 
each  course,  so  that  the  live  courses  present,  on  the  outside, 
the  appearance  of  a  stair  of  as  many  slopes  on  each  side.  The 
apartment  within  is  7i  feet  square,  and  the  base  course  inside 
projects  from  12  to  15  inches,  forming  a  bench  or  seat  all  round. 
No  cementing  matter  appears  to  have  been  used  in  the  walls, 
which  are  from  five  to  six  feet  high,  and  nothing  remains  to 
indicate  the  nature  or  construction  of  the  roof. 

In  1834,  there  was  dug  out  of  one  of  the  many  Cairns  on 
Ferrar,  a  silver  coin  (hammer  struck),  bearing  on  the  obverse, 
within  a  double  tressure,  or  leaves  of  a  rose,  the  king^s  head  in 
profile,  with  an  open  crown  fleury,  before  him  the  scej)tre  fleury, 
with  the  legend,  David  Dei  Gra  Rex  Scotorum.  On  the  re- 
verse, a  cross  potent  extending  to  the  edge,  with  a  spur-revel 
of  five  points  in  each  quarter.  In  the  inner  circle.  Villa 
Edinburgh.  In  the  outer,  the  legend,  +  Dns-ptector-ms.  -f 
Libator-ms.,  being  the  contraction  for  Dominua  Protector  Mens 
et  Liberator  Meus.  The  coin  bears  no  date,  but  is  of  the  reign 
of  David  II.,  who,  when  only  eight  years  of  age,  succeeded  his 
father,  "  the  Bruce,"  1329,  and  would  fall  within  the  date 
(1335),  of  the  battle  of  Culblean,  Ferrar  lying  in  the  line  of  re- 
treat of  BalioFs  forces  when  routed  "  by  the  Gordon  "  and  his 
gallant  band,  and  not  far  from  the  Mill  of  Dinnet,  or  the  Meall- 
an-duma,  *'  the  place  or  the  hill  of  shelter,"  where  a  number  of 
the  vanquished  forces  were  cut  down.  Cairns  of  great  size  and 
tumuli  are  still  to  be  found  on  every  moor  thjroughout  the 
district  Some  of  them  may  mark  the  craves  of  those  who  fc^U 
in  repelling  a  foreign  foe,  others  may  oe  a  Cairn  of  remem- 
brance of  a  clansman  or  brother  who  fell  in  direful  conflict  of 
chief  against  chief,*  and  others  may  have  been  a  convenient 
spot  selected  by  a  migratory  race  for  burying  their  dead,  not 
from  the  casualities  of  war,  and  the  heap  of  stones  raised,  to 
protect  the  bodies  from  ravenous  wolves.f  "  Curri  mi  clock 
er  do  chame,"  "  I  will  add  a  stone  to  your  Cairn,"  is  still  a  com- 

*  "  In  1715,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  to  mature  his  plans  and  select  his  hounds, 
inrited  his  sporting  friends  to  a  deer  hunt  in  Glentanner,  and  to  meet  him  at 
Cean-na-coiL  Thence,  with  the  men  of  Aboyne,  he  proceeded  to  Braemar 
Castle,  and  there  unfurled  the  banner  of  James  VII.  in  1745-6,  a  battalion, 
named  by  Lord  Levis  Grordon,  '  the  Aboyne  battalion,'  and  commanded  by 
Farqnharson  of  Monaltree,  beat  the  Macleods  at  Inverury ;  and,  in  the  fierce 
onslaught  at  Culloden,  cut  through  *  Burrel's  Blue.'  The  survivors,  who  re- 
turned from  that  eventful  field,  are  all  now  beyond  the  din  of  war.  The 
writer  remembers  seven  or  eight  of  them,  and  has  often  heard  from  them  an 
account  of  their  disastrous  adventure." 

t  At  a  hunting  in  the  forests  of  Athole  and  Marr,  so  late  as  1528.  a  wolf  is 
mentioned  among  the  game  killed  by  James  V. — Statistical  Account  of  Aboyne, 
1»42. 
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plimentarv  expression  among  Highlanders.  And  in  many  parts 
of  the  highlands,  in  the  present  day,  where  the  dead  have  to  be 
carried  many  miles  to  the  place  of  interment,  the  resting  places 
are  always  marked  by  a  Cairn. 

Near  Muchreiah's  stone  and  well,  before  noticed,  stood  a 
stone  of  considerable  size,  with  a  hole  rudely  cut  into  it  called 
Muchreiah*s  chair ;  but  some  years  ago  it  was  split  into  pieces 
for  building  a  neighbouring  farm  house. 

On  a  small  knoll,  near  the  remains  of  a  Druidical  circle,  in 
the  grounds  of  Aboyne  Castle,  there  stands  a  sculptured  stone 
about  six  feet  high  above  ground.  Tlie  stone  formerly  stood 
on  a  small  eminence  on  the  east  of  the  Loch  of  Kinord,  and 
nearly  opposite  to  the  land-end  of  the  drawbridge,  which  com- 
municated with  the  Castle  and  Island  in  the  loch,  but,  beyond 
the  elaborate  carving  which  appears  upon  it,  representing  a 
cross,  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  what  it  is  intended  to 
represent.  It  was  removed  from  its  original  site  to  that  which 
it  now  occupies,  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Huntly,  about  50  years 
ago. 


PARISH  OF  ALFORD. 


Presbytery  of  Alford — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etyioiology. 

The  name  of  this  parish,  in  records  three  centuries  old,  is 
written  Awfurde,  and  Alfuirde,  which  corresponds  with  the 
present  pronunciation,  and  the  name  may  have  arisen  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  Don,  in  its  course  through  the  Vale 
^in  olden  times  "  the  county"),  is  fordable  almost  everywhere  in 
its  course  when  the  river  is  in  its  ordinary  state.  Others  a^in 
assert  that  it  had  its  origin  in  Ale,  which  in  Gaelic  signilies 
clear  stream,  the  Leochei.  or  Leoclial,  and  that  the  church  was 
built  near  an  auld  fuirde  on  that  stream.  The  former  deri- 
vation of  the  name  appears  to  be  the  most  probabla 

Boundaries. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river  Don,  and  the  parishes 
of  TuUynessle  and  Forbes,  and  part  of  Keig ;  on  the  east  bv 
the  burn  of  Bents,  and  part  of  Keig  and  Tough  ;  on  the  south 
by  part  of  Tough,  and  tnc  parish  of  Leochel-Cushnie ;  and  on 
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the  west,  also  bypart  of  Leochel-Cushnie,  and  that  part  of 
Tullynessle  and  Forbes  which  lies  south  of  the  Don,  called 
Bithnay. 

Eodent 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  from  north-east  to  south- 
west, measures  in  a  direct  line  7  miles ;  and  its  greatest  breadth 
from  south  to  north  measures  in  a  direct  line  3  miles  ;  and  the 
whole  area  is  computed  to  be  about  9,250  acres. 

Topography. 

That  portion  of  the  parish  which  lies  along  the  vale  and  right 
bank  of  the  Don,  between  the  bum  of  Bents,  and  the  Auchen- 
touls,  is  comparatively  fiat.  The  southern  division,  from  Tough 
on  the  east,  to  Caernaveron  on  the  west,  and  northward,  along 
the  water  of  Leochel,  to  Wellhouse,  consists  of  a  series,  or 
chain  of  round  topj^ed  hills,  ranging  from  500  to  upwards 
of  900  feet  above  sea  level,  which  are  all  either  cultivated  or 
planted.  The  west  division  of  the  parish,  which  lies  between 
the  Don  on  the  north,  and  the  Droich's  burn  on  the  south,  and 
between  the  Leocliel,  and  the  tops  of  Callievar,  is  rather  hilly, 
partly  mountainous.  From  the  Don,  and  excepting  the  haughs 
and  lower  lands  on  Breda,  the  ground  rises  into  nigh-crested 
ruffged  slopes  ;  and  from  the  Leochel,  westwards,  the  hills  of 
Asloon  ana  Dorsell  present  a  more  flowing  rounded  outline, 
while  those  rising  from  the  Droich  are  steep  ;  and  they  all  ter- 
minate in  the  ridge  of  Callievar,  or  Coille-bkar,  which  is  1,746 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  land  in  the  parish — the 
lowest  point  being  on  the  Don  (420  feet),  at  the  influx  of  the 
bum  of  Bents.  Ine  roadway  on  the  Bridge  of  Alford  is  470  ft. 
6  in.,  the  influx  of  the  water  of  Leochel  is  460  feet,  and  the 
river  Don,  at  the  highest  point  in  the  parish,  which  is  opposite 
the  old  churchyard  of  Forbes,  is  about  500  feet.  The  Bridge 
of  Bents  on  the  Aberdeen  road,  at  Newbigging,  is  459  feet,  the 
crossing  of  the  old  south  and  north  road  to  Bridge  of  Alford 
is  496,  and  the  Parish  Church  491  ft.  6  in.  above  sea  level.  The 
bridge  over  the  Leochel  at  Muggart-haugh,  is  500  feet  above  sea 
level;  but  it  is  a  little  l^igli^r  up  the  stream  than  the  south 
boundary  of  the  parish.  Tlie  hill  of  Caernaveron  is  864  feet, 
Cairnballoch,  900  feet,  and  the  Stronehill  is  949  fiict  above 
sea  level. 

Oeology  and  Soils. 

The  rocks  which  form  the  geolo^cal  features  of  this  parish 
consist  of  granite,  syenite,  and  mica  slate.  Of  granite  there 
are  numerous  varieties,  and  these  occur  either  by  a  deficiency 
or  increase  of  its  component  parts  of  quartz,  felspar,  mica,  or 
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horii])leiKle.  It  is  to  be  found  in  large  blocks,  and  continuous 
veins,  interlaced  with  syenite,  without  any  appearance  of  re- 
gularity in  form  or  combination,  and  in  many  places  it  is  in 
such  a*  decomposed  state  as  to  be  fit  only  for  road  graveL  It 
varies  in  colour  from  the  grey  granite  of  Aberdeen  to  the  red 
granite  of  Peterhead,  but  frequently  it  is  found  mssing  into  a 
lightish  colour,  not  unlike  fine  granular  syenite.  On  the  south- 
eastern division  of  the  parish  the  reddish  granite  is  found  in 
contact  with  the  great  porphyritic  veins  wnich  can  be  traced 
from  Benachie,  running  m  a  south-westerly  direction  through 
Kincardine  0*Neil,  to  the  Grampians  in  Birse.  The  position 
of  the  syenite  here,  as  well  as  in  most  other  districts  of  the 
County,  does  not  appear  to  hold  any  distinct  order,  but  it  is  to 
be  found  in  irregular  blocks,  and  in  veins  everywhere  through- 
out the  different  strata.  Tlie  mica  slate,  forming  the  chief 
rocks  in  the  western  division  of  the  parish,  appears  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  great  strata  which  passes  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  through  the  country  from  the  shores  of  the 
Moray  Firth,  but  here  portions  of  the  strata  are  found  in  a 
decomposed  and  greatly  contorted  state,  and  are  intersected 
by  numerous  small  vems  of  quartz.  Some  of  these  quartz 
veins  are  highlv  impregnated  with  iron  ore,  and  in  some  of 
the  diluvial  betfs  of  sand  along  the  river,  formed  of  the  decom- 
posed rocks,  there  is  found  in  the  minute  grains  of  the  quartz, 
a  magnetic  ore,  which  agrees  with  the  characters  of  iserine, 
described  by  Professor  Jameson  in  his  System  of  Mineralogy, 
Vol.  III.,  p.  134,  of  the  Edin.  PhiL  Transactions.*  This  scarce 
mineral  has  only  been  found  in  this  County,  in  Alford,  and  in 
the  sand  at  Don  mouth. 

Soils. — The  soil  along  the  banks  of  the  river  is  generally 
good  light  loam,  capable  of  bearing  fair  crops  of  grain,  grass 
and  turnips.  In  the  middle  of  the  east  division  of  the  parish 
the  soil  varies  from  good  loam  on  stiff  but  fairly  workable  clay 
to  a  black  mossy  soil  in  the  hollow  of  Balfluig.  On  the 
southern  hill  slopes  the  soil  is  of  a  yellowish  light  description, 
especially  where  the  subsoil  is  gravel,  or  decomposed  rock. 
The  division  east  of  and  parallel  to  the  Leochel  contains  great 
variety  of  soil,  from  a  rich  clay  loam  to  poor  stonv  clay, 
and  from  rich  light  friable  soil  to  that  which  is  gravelly  and 
poor.     On  the  western  division,  and  on  the  farms  of  Dorsell, 

♦  Professor  Jameson  says,  that  he  **  along  with  Dr.  Mitchell,  while  travel- 
ling through  Silesia,  ascended  the  Buchberg,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
more  particularly  the  geognostic  situation  of  the  iserine  ;  but  after  a  very  care- 
ful examination,  we  could  discover  it  neither  in  the  granite  or  basalt,  but  only 
loose  in  the  granitic  state.'*  It  has  been  found  at  several  ]K>iut8  around  Livur- 
Vool— Edin.  Phil.  Journal,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  200. 
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or  Dorzell,  Asloon,  and  the  Auchentouls,  there  is  some  of  the 
richest  and  best  loamy  clay  land  in  the  Vale,  while  on  the 
liigher  hill  slopes  there  is  a  ffreat  deal  of  poor  stony  soil 
barely  worth  cultivating.  The  nighest  cultivated  land  in  the 
parish  is  at  Tibberchindy,  1,140  feet,  and  at  Drumnafuni^r, 
1,160  feet  above  sea  level 

Arboriculture  and  Botany, 

In  the  valley  along  the  river,  the  plantations,  which  consist 
chiefly  of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  cover  a  considerable  extent  of 
ground,  and  are  of  great  value  both  as  timber  and  for  shelter. 
On  some  of  the  higher  hill  tops  and  their  slopes  in  the  southern 
portions  of  the  parish,  plantations  chiefly  of  Scots  firs  occupy  a 
considerable  space,  but  as  they  mostly  stand  in  isolated  clumps, 
and  very  much  exposed  to  a  rather  rigorous  climate,  they  have 
not  attamed  to  much  value  as  timber.  On  the  western  division, 
and  on  the  lower  hill  tops  north-east  of  Callievar,  most  of  the 
old  Scots  fir  trees  have  been  cut  down,  but  those  that  still 
remain  show  that  the  trees  attain  to  large  sizes  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  from  1,000  to  1,200  feet  above  sea  level.  Around  the 
old  mansion  of  Breda  there  are  some  clumps  of  old  Scots  firs 
and  hedgerow  trees,  such  as  oak,  ash,  Scotch  elm,  alder,  and 
Vnrch,  with  some  fair  specimens  of  spruce  and  silver  firs,  all 
growing  upon  thin  light  soil,  upon  a  gravel  subsoil.  Along 
the  lower  course  of  the  Leochel,  Tby  the  church,  there  are  some 
fair  specimens  of  the  lime  tree,  and  of  various  kinds  of  willows 
and  some  poplars,  which  seem  to  suit  the  soil  and  climate.  On 
the  lands  of  Asloon,  Caeruaveron,  and  Kingsford,  there  are 
clumps  of  Scots  firs  and  larch  in  various  stages  of  growth,  and 
at  the  old  Castle  of  Balfluig  (Petflug),  there  is  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  horse  chesnut  (jEsculua  Hippocastanum),  and  a  beech 
tree,  which  measures  aoout  nine  feet  m  circumference  three  feet 
from  the  ground.  In  the  private  grounds  of  Haughton  there 
are  some  tine  specimens  of  beech,  ash,  birch,  goan,  and  many 
fine  oak  trees,  planted  about  1740,  mixed  with  Scots  firs  and 
spruce,*  which  impart  a  pleasant  variety.  Some  of  the  older 
Scots  tir  trees  in  the  surrounding  plantations  have  attJiined  to 
liirge  sizes,  and  are  of  great  value ;  others  again  in  the  outlying 
belts  and  clumps,  on  the  poor  clay  subsoils,  both  the  Scotch  firs 
and  the  larchpresent  but  a  dead  or  dying  api)earance. 

Botany. — The  parish  may  be  considered  rich  in  botanical  pro- 
ductions, there  being,  it  is  said,  upwards  of  300  native  flowering 

*  In  the  New  Statistical  Account  of  Alford  we  find  the  following  notice  of 
a  silver  fir  tree  (Abies  pectinata)  at  Haughton.  "  It  is  92  years  old,  more  than 
10  feet  in  girth,  and  76  feet  high,  measuring  upwards  of  200  cubic  feet.  It  is 
at  present  growing  very  rapidly."     November,  1840. 
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plants,  some  of  which  art  considered  rare,  and  of  these  we  shall 
give  the  following  list,  taken  from  the  late  Dr.  Murray's  "  Nor- 
thern Flora":— 

AgrosHa  alba — Marsh  Bent-grass.     Aira  erigUUa — Crested  Hair-graafl. 

Aira  aquatica — Water  Hair-grass.     Audiusa  aemperviren^ — Evergreen  Alkanet. 

Alopecurus  praUnsU — Meadow  Fox -tail  Grass.     Aeperula  odarata — Woodroof, 
or  Woodruff. 

Briza  media — Quaking  Grass,  Maiden's  Hair.     Bromus  giganleua — TaU  Brome- 
grass. 

Campunala  UUifolia — Giant  Bell-flower.     Dactylis  glomerala — Rough  Cockafoot 
Grass. 

Eehium  in*4?are— Viper's  Bugloss.     Fe«tuca  hromoide$ — Barren  Fescae-graaa. 

Fetituca  duriusctda — Hard  Fescue-grass.     Festuea  ovina — Sheep  Fescue-Krasa. 

OcUium  saxcUile — Smooth  Heath  Bed  straw.  Ofntiana  campe^ttris — Field  Gentian. 

Holcus  mollis — Creeping  Soft  Grass.     LUhovpermum  arvetise — Com  Grom'well. 

Lonicera  periclymemtm — Honeysuckle,    Woodbine.       Lysimachia  nemorum — 
Wood  Loose-strife,  Yellow  Pimpernel. 

Molinia  ccntUea — Purple  Mellic-grass.       MyoioHa  paluttris—WB.ter  Scorpion 
Grass,  Forget-me-not. 

Poa  aquaticaf  or  glauca — Reed  Meadow-grass.     Poa  nemoralia — Wood  Mea- 
dow-grass. 

Plantago  f?uirt^ma— Sea-side  Plantain  (rare).       Potamogetcn  natans — ^Broad- 
leaved  Pond- weed. 

Potamogeton  lucent — Shining  Pond-weed.       Potamogeton  rt/uscens — Reddish 
Pond-weed. 

Potamageton  pugilla — Small  Pond-weed.        Scirpua  cceapitoaua — Scaly -stalked 
Club-rush. 

Scirpus  mu/ticattZts— Many-stalked  Club-rush.     Sherardia  arvensia—Biue  Sher- 
ardia. 

Symphytum  tuberoaum — Tuberous -rooted  Comfrey.      Valeriana  olUoria — Com 
Salad,  Lamb's  Lettuce. 

Veronica  hederifolia — I^-leaved  SpeedwelL     Viola  paluslria — Marsh  Violet. 

Viola  /tftea— Mountain  Violet, 

Hydrography, 

The  principal  river  is  the  Don,  which  runs  along  the  whole 
northern  boundary  of  the  parish,  and  measures  about  five 
miles,  six  furlonsfs,  following  the  windings  of  its  course.  The 
sluggish  bum  of  Bents,  which  forms  a  portion  of  the  eastern 
boundary,  has  its  rise  in  the  parish,  but  is  largely  augmented 
by  the  bum  of  Kincraigie,  which  runs  from  the  hoUow  of 
T'bugh.  The  burn  of  Buckie  is  a  native  stream,  and  falls  into 
the  Don  below  the  house  of  Haughton.  The  water  of  Leochel 
flows  through  the  parish  in  a  northerly  direction  for  upwards 
of  three  miles,  and  falls  into  the  Don  at  Breda.  The  bums  of 
Culfork,  Asloon,  and  the  Droich's  burn,  have  their  sources  in 
the  parish,  on  the  east  and  south-eastern  slopes  of  Callievar, 
the  iirst  named  falling  into  the  Don,  and  the  two  latter  into 
the  Leochel.  The  water  in  the  Don  is  shallow,  but  the  flow  is 
rapid,  over  a  sotnewhat  rocky  bottom,  and  in  times  of  heavy 
floods,  the  river  occasionally  does  much  damage  to  its  banks 
and  the  adjoining  haugh  land.     The  water  of  Leochel  is  also  a 
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ra^id  and  shallow  stream,  but  is  useful  in  propelling  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  meal  mill  at  Breda.  The  other  streams  are  of 
considerable  value  for  agricultural  purposes.  All  over  the  parish 
there  are  many  fine  perennial  springs,  and  some  of  them  have 
slight  chalybeate  properties,  but  none  are  believed  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  any  medicinal  virtues. 

The  streams  of  the  Don  in  Alford  afford  the  best  trout  fish- 
ing of  almost  any  in  its  whole  course,  and  in  the  month  of 
April,  salmon,  and,  later  in  the  season,  grilse  are  to  be  found 
in  the  pools.     There  is  also  good  trout  fishing  in  the  Leochel. 

Farvis  and  Farming. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  number  of  agricultural 
holdings  in  the  parish,  exclusive  of  land  held  in  the  personal 
occupation  of  proprietors,  the  value  of  mansion  houses,  wood- 
lands, shootings,  fishings,  &c. ; — 

Koi  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above 

£100  £bO  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.         and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

24  12  6  12  28 

And  1 1  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a  year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Alford,  year  1872-73,  £6,272  9  1 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,      .        . 636  0  0 

Do.        Shootings  and  Fishings,  where  Let,          .        .  75  0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  in  the  Village  of  Alford,        .        .  590  1  0 

Do.        Railway, 602  0  0 

Total  value £8,075  10    j. 

Land  oivners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Robert  Ogilvie  Farqyharson,  Esq.  of  Haughton. 
Sir  Charles  Forbes,  Bart.,  lands  of  Asloon. 
Miss  Marjory  Stewart  of  CaerDaveron. 
Duncan  Davidson,  Esq.  of  TiUychetly. 
David  Ragg  LyaU  Grant,  Esq.  of  Kingsford. 
Trustees  of  the  late  Andrew  Farquharson  of  Breda. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  all,  31. 

Farming. — For  many  years  the  seventh-sliift  course  of  crop- 
ping was  universally  recognised,  and  latterly  to  a  small  extent, 
the  sixth ;  but  now  the  fifth-shift  course  is  generally  adopted, 
which  is  considered  to  be  more  advantageous  in  a  turnip 
growing  district  than  either  of  the  others.  By  taking  only  one 
crop  of  grain  after  the  second  year's  grass,  tne  land  does  not 
get  so  weedy,  and  is  more  easily  prepared  for  the  green  crop, 
which  in  wet  seasons  is  of  no  little  importance.  Oats  average 
in  weight  from  40  to  44  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  bear,  from  oO 
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to  55  lbs.  per  bushel,  and  the  yield  per  acre  improved  con- 
siderably soon  after  bones,  guano,  &c.,  came  to  be  generally 
used.  As  a  grass  growing  aistrict,  the  feeding  quality  of  the 
erass  is  well  suited  for  keeping  voun^  cattle  in  a  growing  con- 
dition, and  for  hay  cutting.  Alford  may  also  be  considere<l 
a  fairly  good  district  for  turnip  growing.  There  are  many  old 
stone  fences  sub-dividing  farms,  and  some  new ;  but  altogether 
there  are  fewer  of  these  than  might  be  expected,  where  stone 
materials  are  so  abundant.  Wooden  paling  fences,  and  that 
modern  invention  wire  fences,  have  become  general,  being  more 
suited  to  the  views  and  means  of  tenants  who  have  little  or  no 
encouragement  to  build  stone  dykes.  Farm  buildings  of  a 
superior  description,  especially  on  the  larger  farms,  are  to  be 
found  on  many  of  them,  with  slated  roofs,  and  every  modern 
convenience  for  rearing  and  feeding  of  cattle  stock.  On  some 
of  the  smaller  farms  and  crofts,  the  old  thatched  houses  still 
exist,  but  they  are  gradually  giving  place  to  those  of  a  better 
description,  with  slated  roofs. 

Mansion  Houses. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Haughton,  although  not  a  modern 
building,  is,  along  with  its  fine  situation  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Don,  a  very  desirable  residence.  The  Mansion  House  of 
Breda  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Leochel,  surrounded  by 
rows  of  fine  old  trees.  A  portion  of  the  Manse  is  very  old,  but 
about  30  years  ago,  additions  were  made  to  it,  and  it  is  now 
a  commodious  residence.  The  Church  was  built  about  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century,  and  enlarged  in  1826,  and  is 
seated  for  550  persons. 

In  the  village  of  Alford  there  is  a  most  comfortable  inn,  cal- 
led the  Haughton  Arms*  Hotel,  two  bank  agencies,  several 
neat  dwelling  houses  with  shops,  and  post  office,  all  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Rixilway  Station  ;  also  Episcopal  and  Free 
Churches,  both  recently  built 

Roads, 
The  old  south  and  north  road  ran  across  the  hills  from 
Caernaveron,  by  Kingsford,  to  waterside  of  Forbes — Bridge  of 
Alford  ;  but  in  1811  this  road  was  superseded,  except  for  merely 
local  traffic,  by  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners*  road,  which 
was  carried  on  a  much  better  line  along  the  valley  of  the 
LeocheL    The  other  and  chief  line  of  road  which  intersects  the 

Imrish,  is  the  Turnpike  road  from  Aberdeen,  by  the  Tillyfourie 
lill,  to  Alford,  and  a  continuation  by  the  firidge  of  Alford 
and  Mossat,  to  Huntly  on  the  north,  nnd  leads  to  Strathdon 
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on  the  west     These,  with  a  few  other  short  lines  of  cross  roads, 
afford  every  facility  for  the  traffic  of  the  district. 

The  Railway  Station  and  Terminus  of  the  Alford  Valley 
Railway  is  distant  16  miles  from  Kintore,  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway,  13 J  miles  from  Aberdeen. 
It  is  centrically  enough  placed  at  the  village  of  Alford,  where 
the  markets  are  held. 

Markets  and  Fairs. 
Since  the  opening  of  the  Railway,  monthly  markets  have 
been  established  for  the  sale  of  cattle  and  grain,  besides  which 
there  are  statutory  fairs  held  in  February,  April,  May  (hiring), 
July,  September,  and  November  (hiring).  These  markets  are 
the  most  important  of  any  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Don  for 
the  disposal  of  cattle  ana  grain,  and  at  the  Railway  Station 
there  are  dep6ts  for  the  sale  of  coals,  and  all  kinds  of  agri- 
cultural manures. 

Pocyr  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  ALFORD,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  I87I. 

Heceipta  from  Assessments,        ....      £281  11     1|- 
Da     from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,        5  17  10 


£287    8  llj 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .        .  £238  16  4^ 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 1  19  0 

Medical  ReUef, 15  0  0 

Management 28  3  3 

Law  Expenses, 2  3  4 

Balance  in  hand,    ....  170 


£287    8  llj 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


! 
Popaktion 

Believed  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

1       U6L 

Males.   Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
anta. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Ciuual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

\     1,264 

7 

16 

23 

15 

0 

0 

3 

7 

1 

Expended  on  Buildings,  not  being  authorised  Poorhouses,  £0  5s. 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  Cap.  83  and  34?,  and  there  are  two  electetl 


meml>ers  or  managers  on  thc^  Board. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE  UNDER  THE  PUBUC  HEALTH:  ACT, 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments, £1060 

Expenditure,  including  Salkries,  &c.,  £3    4    0 

Balance  in  hand, 7    2    0 

£IO     6     0 


II._CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  only  historical  event  connected  with  this  parish,  is   the 
battle  of  Alford. 

After  the  battle  of  Auldearn,  which  proved  so  disastrous  to 
the  Covenanters,  Montrose  advanced  to  Elgin,  burned  some 
hous(*s,  plundered  the  friary  and  reduced  the  village  of  Gar- 
mouth  to  ashes,  and  soon  after  CuUen  shared  the  same  fate. 
After  various  movements,  Montrose  met  Baillie,  who  had  been 
joined  by  Hurry,  near  the  kirk  of  Keith,  and  challenged  hiin 
to  tight  on  equal  ground,  to  which  Baillie  naturally  replied 
that  ne  was  not  accustomed  to  receive  orders  from  his  enemy. 
Montrose  then  crossed  the  Don,  and,  perceiving  tliat  Baillie 
followed  him,  he  took  up  a  strong  position  on  a  rising  ground 
near  the  Village  of  Alford. 

"  Montrose  occupied  a  strong  position  on  a  hill,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  cautious  Baillie  would  have  avoided  the  encounter, 
had  it  not  been  that,  havin^j  crossed  the  river  Don,  in  the  be- 
lief that  Montrose  was  in  lull  retreat,  he  only  discovered  his 
purpose  of  giving  battle  when  it  was  too  late  to  decline  it. 
The  number  of  infantry  was  about  2,000  in  each  army.  But 
Baillie  had  more  than  double  his  opponent's  number  of  cavalry. 
Montrose's  indeed,  were  gentlemen  ;  and  therefore  in  the  day 
of  battle  were  more  to  be  depended  on  than  mere  hirelings. 
The  Gordon's  dispersed  the  Covenanting  horse,  on  the  first 
shock  ;  and  the  musketeers,  throwing  down  their  muskets, 
and  mingling  in  the  tumult,  with  their  swords  drawn,  pre- 
vented the  scattered  cavalry  from  rallying.  But  as  Lord  Gor- 
don threw  himself,  for  the  second  time,  into  the  heat  of  the 
fight,  he  fell  from  his  horse,  mortally  wounded,  by  a  shot  from 
one  of  the  fugitives.  This  accident,  which  gave  the  gi*eatest 
distress  to  Montrose,  suspended  the  exertions  of  the  cavalry, 
who,  chiefly  friends,  kinsmen,  and  vassals  of  the  deceased, 
flocked  around  him  to  lament  the  general  loss.  But  the 
veterans  of  Montrose,  charging  in  separate  colums  of  six  and 
ten  men  deep,  along  a  line  of  three  men  only,  broke  the  battle 
array  of  the  Covenanters  on  various  points,  and  utterly  de- 
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stroyed  the  remnant  of  Baillie's  army,  though  they  defended 
themselves  bravely."*     Another  account  says,  that, 

"  Lord  Gordon,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  while 
in  the  act  of  laying  hold  of  Baillie's  shoulder-belt,  was  brought 
down  by  a  musket  shot."  His  body  was  carried  to  Aberdeen, 
and  interred  in  the  Cathedral. 

At  the  date  of  the  first  Statistical  Account  of  the  parish,  a 
stone  marked  the  spot  where  he  fell ;  while  the  place  of  the  last 
stand  made  by  the  fleeing  Covenanters,  in  the  parish  of  Tough, 
is  called  the  Bloody  fautds.  This;  the  last  of  Montrose's  nor- 
thern victories,  was  gained  on  July  2nd,  1645  ;  for  on  the  13th 
of  September,  he  was  defeated  by  Leslie  at  Philiphaugh,  to  the 
utter  discomfiture  of  the  royal  cause. 

"  At  Philliphaueh  the  fray  began  ; 
At  Harehead-wood  it  ended. 
The  Scots  out  owre,  the  Grahams  they  ran, 
Sae  merrily  they  bended,  "f 

About  the  year  1744,  some  men  employed  in  digging  peats 
in  a  moss  near  the  field  of  battle,  came  upon  the  body  of  a  man 
on  horse-back,  in  complete  armour,  who  had  been  drowned 
either  in  pursuit,  or  night  from  the  engagement  ;  and  the 
country  people,  when  casting  peats,  frequently  dug  up  balls 
and  pieces  of  moneyj  which  had  been  dropped  in  flignt,  and 
escaped  the  victors. 

As  to  the  history  of  the  ancient  barony  of  Alford,  there  is  to 
be  found  in  the  charter  chest  of  Mr.  Farquharson  of  Haughton, 
a  docmnent  which  contains  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
court  held  at  Alford  during  the  usurpation  of  the  Convention 
Parliament  of  Scotland,  which  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Court  of  the  landis  and  barronie  of  Petfluge,  Meikle 
Endovie,  Bandley,  Badivin,  and  other  pertinetts,  with  Aidge- 
then,  Walhouse,  Midmill,  Kirktoune  of  Alford,  and  their  perti- 
netts, be  the  richt  honourable  Jon  Forbes,^  of  Lesly,  heritorr 
thereof,  halden  at  Petflug  the  tent  day  ol  Agust,  laivi  and 
fourtie  and  aught  years.     Thomas  Vavidsone,  portioner  of 

*  Sir  Walter  Scott's  Tales  of  a  Grandfather. 

+  Border  Minstrelsy,  Vol.  ii.,  pp.  166-182. 

X  Some  of  the  coins  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Farquharson  of  Haughton  ; 
and  as  it  may  sratify  a  curious  reader  to  know  the  coins  which  have  been  most 
current,  two  of  them  shall  be  described.  ' '  They  are  silver,  and  the  first  is  a  two 
florin-piece  of  Maximilian,  Count  Palatine,  kc,  having,  on  one  side,  his  arms, 
■tuTonnded  by  the  Toison  d'or,  and,  on  the  reverse,  the  Patroness  of  Bavaria, 
'With  the  same  legend  which  is  still  used.  The  other  is  a  dollar  of  Phil.  IV.  of 
Spain,  having  on  one  side  the  arms  of  Spain  and  Austria,  and  the  collar  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  and,  on  the  reverse,  a  cross  fleury," — Old  Statistical  Account. 

I  John  Forbes  of  Leslie,  was  one  of  the  Forbeses  of  Monymusk,  and  becaitae 
proprietor  of  Leslie  by  marrying  the  widow  of  George,  the  last  Baron  of  Lesly, 
who  had  left  the  property  deeply  burdened. 
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Aigethen,  bailzie  ;  William  Reid,  clarke  of  court  ;  George 
Touch,  in  Dykehead,  offieiar ;  Dempster  the  futtis,  callet  mem- 
bers prent,  the  court  fensit  in  forme  and  manneir  as  efteirs." 

"  Same  day  the  court  proceeded  to  try  parties  for  payment  of 
teynds  of  beir  and  aitts,  and  to  sheir  in  harvest,  or  else  pey  the 
failzie  as  the  bailzie  decerns :     And  the  said  day,  it  is  decemit 
to  pey  be  Jon  Smyth  in  Cleymyr  (3  dollars),  for  levie   and 
transport  moneyis  to  ye  forces,  betwixt  this  and  ye  daye  aught 
dayes."   Here  follow  the  names  of  60  persons  who  are  ordained 
to  pay  the  transport  moneys,  and  "  that  all  the  foresaid  persons 
that  peyis  nocht  sal  be  noyndit  for  the  dowbiL"    John  Forbes, 
then  proprietor  or  laira  of  the  barony  of  Alford,  was  a  most 
zealous  Covenanter,  and  as  such,  he  used  every  means  in  his 
power  in  imposing  taxation,  and  enforcing  payment  of  the 
levy  and  transport-money  which   the  treasury  required    for 
mamtaining  their  forces,  and  to  support  their  power.     Fur- 
ther— *'  The  said  day  it  is  statut  and  ordainit,  be  ye  laird  and 
bailzie,  that  the  masteris  of  the  cotters,  girsmen,  and  others, 
servents  that  dwells  with  them,  sal  be  obleight  for  yeir  ser- 
vents  ;   and  gif  they  pey  nocht  their  maisters,  they  sail  be 
pyndit  for  the  dowbill,  betwixt  this  and  the  daye  aught  dayes, 
or  ye  levie  and  transport  moneyis,  and  the  poyndis  to  be  de- 
lyverit  to  ye  maisteris,  and  never  to  be  relievyit  agane." 

Ill— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  was  built  in  1804,  and  enlarged  in  1826 ; 
like  most  parish  churches,  it  can  lay  no  claim  to  architectural 
elegance,  and  affords  but  moderate  comfort  within.  The 
stipend,  which  exhausts  the  tiends,  consists  of  £161  8s.  8d,  in 
money ;  63  bolls,  three  firlots,  three  two-fifths  lippies  meal ; 
and  four  bolls,  one  firlot,  one  peck,  one  five-tenths  lippies  bear, 
payable  by  the  fiars  prices  oi  Aberdeenshire.  The  Glebe,  in- 
cluding garden,  contams  about  five  acres. 

Although  the  burying-ground  has  been  used  for  a  long  time, 
yet  it  presents  little  to  Ratify  the  taste  of  the  antiquary.  A 
tombstone,  that  had  originally  been  placed  within  the  old 
church, but  is  now  attached  to  the  gable,  exhibits  three  figures — 
one  on  each  side,  and  the  third  above  the  inscription — whose 
faces  are  sufficiently  grotesque.     The  inscription  runs  thus : — 

"  Within  this  isle,  interr'd  beneath  these  stones. 
Are  pions,  wise,  good  Mary  Forbes'  bones  ; 
Balfluig's  daughter  and  of  bhuneless  life, 
To  Mr.  Gordon,  Pastor  here,  the  wife." 

Expiravit  Aeta.  8uie  46. 
April  27.     A.l>.  1728. 
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Before  the  Alford  vallej^  railway  was  made,  the  village  con- 
sisted of  only  an  inn,  a  friendly  society  house  and  hall,  and  a 
few  thatched  cottages ;  but  now  many  new  houses  have  been 
erected,  and  the  population  amounts  to  nearly  600,  and  may 
soon  become  a  scene  of  attraction  for  those  who  seek  a  summer 
retreat  from  our  densely-crowded  cities.  The  picturesque  ap- 
pearance of  the  village  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  erec- 
tion of  two  new  churches.  The  Free  Church  is  an  exceedingly 
neat  edifice  both  externally  and  internally ;  it  is  seated  for  300, 
and  cost  upwards  of  £1,000.  The  Manse  is  as  commodious  and 
liandsome  as  any  in  the  country. 

The  Episcopal  Church  was  built  after  the  Free  Church,  which 
it  considerably  resembles  externally,  although  it  is  built  upon 
a  smaller  scale. 

The  original  Parish  School  is  situated  on  Wellhouse,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  church,  and  was  built  along  with 
the  teacher's  dwelling-house  about  30  years  affo.  The  condi- 
tions of  the  Education  Act  have  been  fiilfillea.  The  teacher 
has  a  salary  of  £80  from  the  Board,  besides  the  school-fees, 
and  is  eligible  for  the  Dick  and  Milne  bequests.  There  was 
a  female  school  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Society  for 
propagating  Christian  knowledge,  but  it  is  now  removed  to 
the  village  under  the  same  management  as  the  other,  and, 
from  its  position,  it  is  hkely  to  have  a  large  attendance — the 
number  at  present  on  the  roll  is  nearly  200.  Much  improve- 
ment has  taken  place  under  the  new  Act,  partly  in  efliciency  of 
teaching  and  partly  in  school  accommooation — £700  having 
already  been  expended  on  the  buildings. 

A  parish  Library  was,  in  1839,  established  by  subscription, 
under  very  judicious  regulations.  It  possesses  a  good  collec- 
tion of  the  best  English  books,  which  are  much  read. 

General. — A  Vale  of  Alford  Savings  Bank  was  instituted  in 
1836,  which  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  labouring  popula- 
tion. 

On  the  3rd  December,  1831,  the  Vale  of  Alford  Agricultural 
Association  was  instituted,  and  through  the  influence  of  the 
landowners  and  leading  agriculturalists  of  the  district,  has 
been  liberally  aided  and  supported.  One  at  least  of  the  good 
effects  of  sucn  associations  is,  that  landlord  and  tenant  are  thus 
brought  into  friendly  contact  with  each  other,  and  the  bond  of 
union,  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  both,  is  greatly  strengtli- 
ened  A  Turnip  Club  has  recently  been  formed  among  the 
members  of  the  association,  which  promises  to  be  a  success. 
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IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Among  the  ominont  men  connected  with  the  parish,  an  honour- 
ahle  place  is  due  to  the  Rev.  John  Forbes,  who  stedfastly  ad- 
hered to  his  principles,  and  consequently  "  suftered  loss,"  The 
doctrines  of  the  Kefomiation  and  Presbyterianism,  from  various 
causes,  made  but  slow  process  to  the  north  of  the  Grampians, 
and  there  are  few  more  striking  proofs  of  the  short-sightedness 
of  persecution  than  in  the  baiushment  of  Rutherford  to  Aber- 
deen, Dickson  to  Turriff,  and  Bruce  to  Inverness  ;  these  men 
sowed  the  seeds  of  the  system  that  a  tyrant  sought  to  destroy, 
and,  having  life  in  them,  they  in  due  time  brought  forth  fruit. 

King  James  had  agreed  that  a  (Jeneral  Assembly  of  the 
Church  should  be  held  at  Aberdeen  in  July,  1604.  In  order 
to  defeat  the  holding  of  the  Assembly,  recourse  was  had  to  the 
mean  artifice  of  citing  some  presbyteries  on  the  2nd,  and  others 
on  the  5th  of  the  month.  Tlie  consequence  was  that  compara- 
tively few  assembled  on  the  2nd  in  the  session-house  of  St. 
Nicholas.  Forbes  was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  Assembly; 
but  ere  the  business  was  well  begun,  a  messenger-at-anns 
charged  them  to  dismiss  on  pain  of  rebellion.  This  charge 
they  obeyed  ;  but,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church, 
appointed  the  day  for  the  next  meeting  of  Assembly.  On  the 
5th,  a  number  of  commissioners  arrived  at  Aberdeen,  but  find- 
ing the  Assembly  dismissed,  they  sustained  the  proceedings  of 
their  brethren.  Orders  were  immediately  issued  for  a  vengeful 
process  against  those  who  had  thus  constitutionally  acted. 
Fourteen  of  them  were  committed  to  various  prisons,  and 
Forbes,  as  Moderator,  was  treated  with  peculiar  barbarity, 
having  been  transferred  from  the  prison  oi  Edinburgh  to  tlie 
dungeon  of  Blackness,  and  denied  all  intercourse  with  his 
friends. 

The  ministers  declined  the  authority  of  the  privy  council, 
and  on  this  declinature  six  of  them  were  indicted  for  high 
treason.  On  the  trial,  Forbes  and  Welsh  made  eloquent  de- 
fences ;  but  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Forbes, 
after  16  months*  imprisonment,  was  banished  to  France.  We 
read  of  him  afterwards  being  minister  at  Delft,  and  of  his 
having  a  son  in  the  ministry. 

James  Farquharson,  LL.D.  was  ordained  minister  of  the 
parish  in  1812,  and  died  in  December,  1843,  at  the  age  of  62 
years.  He  was  the  author  of  a  treatise  on  Daniel,  and  of  several 
papers  on  Natural  Science,  and  Meteorological  Observations. 
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v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

There  are  the  remains  of  a  large  circular  Camp  on  the  top  of 
a  conical  hill,  called  the  Da'  Mhil,  which  cover  about  25  acres  ; 
and  another  smaller  one  beside  the  church,  called  the  Round- 
about, which  covers  only  about  an  acre ;  but  the  vallum  and 
fosse  appear  to  have  been  of  very  large  dimensions,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  earth  seems  to  have  been  dug  for  the  former,  from 
tne  inside. 

Uj)on  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Caemaveron,*  there  are  the 
remains  of  a  large  Cairn  of  stones,  which  had  a  truncated  form, 
and  at  one  time  measured  125  feet  in  diameter,  and  25  feet 
high.  Underneath  it  were  found  several  cists,  formed  of  flat 
stones;  in  which  were  ashes  and  pieces  of  charcoal,  and  in 
one  a  rude  urn  of  baked  earth  (clay),  in  which  were  found 
ashes  and  pieces  of  bones. 

Formerly,  there  was  a  Cairn  on  CaimbaUoch,  and,  when  it 
was  removed,  there  was  found  a  stone  cist,  composed  of  thin 
flat  stones,  containing  an  earthen  vessel  filled  with  ashes,  which 
mouldered  away  on  being  exposed  to  the  air. 

There  is  also  an  eminence  called  the  Grallow  hill,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  used  as  a  place  of  .execution.  Nails  and 
pieces  of  rusty  iron  have  frequently  been  turned  up  by  the 
jJough,  on  the  summit  where  the  gallows  had  been  erected. 

At  Asloon,  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  Castle,  which  appears  to 
have  been  a  place  of  great  strength.  According  to  the  Old 
Statistical  Account,  the  building  was  square  in  form,  with  a 
round  tower  on  each  of  the  two  opposite  angles,  one  of  which 
still  remains,  though  the  greater  part  of  the  building  was  cleared 
awav  many  years  ago.  The  first  storey  was  vaulted,  and  in  one 
of  tne  vaults  there  was  a  well 

*  Camaveron,  or  naverarif  is  from  the  Gaelic,  which,  written  phoneticallv 
Cair-near'avon,  ngnifies  the  town  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  CaimbaUoch 
is  also  from  the  C^lic,  Cair-becUach,  and  sig^iifies  the  town  at  the  opening  or 
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Etymology. 
AucHiNDom,  in  Gaelic,  is  said  to  signify  "the  field  of  the  chase," 
or  "  the  field  of  pursuit."  But  this  etjTnology  is  uncertain,  and, 
if  we  take  Achadh,*  the  fields,  Auin,  or  Aune,  the  greyish  river,t 
and  Dour,  the  deep  river,  the  name  would  simify  the  fields  be- 
tween two  rivers — the  Bogie  and  the  Don.  The  former  is  little 
more  than  conjecture,  although  Buchanan  says,  that  Luthlac, 
son  of  Macbeth,  having  been  pu  rsued  northward  by  Malcolm,  was 
slain  "  in  tlie  valley  of  the  Bogie."  The  spot  where  he  was  shiiu 
is  said  to  be  "  about  two  miles  north  of  the  church  of  Auchiu- 
doir,  but  in  the  parish  of  Rhynie,  where  a  large  stone,  with  some 
warlike  figures  on  it,  has  been  set  up."  The  latter  etymology 
is  more  in  accordance  with  the  topographical  position  of  the 
parish,  as  the  Jiehla  or  au4)h8  are  about  equally  drained  by  the 
Bogie  on  the  north,  and  the  Don  on  the  south.  Kearn  is  said 
to  signify  the  hill  of  the  Muir-fowl ;  but  as  it  appears  singly, 
and  not  as  a  prefix,  it  means  a  monumental  heap  of  stones. 
It  was  united  to  Auchindoir  in  1811. 

Boundaries. 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  united  parish  of 
Rhynie  and  Essie  ;   on  the  east  by  the  parishes  of  Clatt,  and 
Tullynessle  and  Forbes  ;  on  the  south  by  the  parish  of  Kil- 
drummy  ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  Cabrach. 

Extent. 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish  is  from  the  Don,  at  Glen- 
logie,  on  the  south,  to  the  influx  of  the  bum  of  Kearn,  with 
the  Bogie  on  the  north,  and,  in  a  direct  line  between  these  two 
points,  it  measures  about  7  miles.  Its  greatest  breadth  is  from 
the  Correen  hills  on  the  east,  to  the  Buck  of  Cabrach  on  the 
west,  and  it  measures,  also  in  a  direct  line,  6^  miles.  The 
whole  area  is  estimated  to  be  about  19,000  acres. 

Topography. 

The  central  valley  of  Auchindoir  commences  at  Invermossat, 

on  the  Don,  which .  is,  at  this  point,  570  feet  above  sea  level, 

and  runs  along  the  Mossat  water,  by  the  old  toll  bar  (639  feet), 

and  Birkenbrewel,  through  the  mosses  of  Blackpots  (656  feet), 

*  TIm  letters,  <idk,  being  silent,     t  Meaning  the  Bogie. 
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and  by  the  burn  of  Corchinan  to  the  Bogie ;  and  the  bridge  on 
the  Rnynie  road,  over  that  stream,  above  Glenbogie  cottage,  is 
641  feet  above  sea  level  The  church  of  Auchindoir  is  about 
655  feet,  and  the  Rhynie  and  Donside  road,  in  the  Square  of 
Lumsden  Village,  745  feet.  The  range  of  hills  east  of  the  val- 
ley run  from  the  Don,  at  Glenlogie,  by  the  top  of  Lord  Arthur's 
Cairn  (1698  feet),  and  by  the  west  ridge  of  Correen  (13S6  feet), 
northward,  to  the  burn  of  Kearn,  thence  along  that  stream,  to 
the  Bo^e,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  below  the  Bridge  of  Kearn, 
which  IS  642  feet  above  sea  level.  The  division  west  of  the 
Bo^e,  and  of  Rhynie  Village  is  of  a  more  mountainous  de- 
scription, the  lowest  northerly  point  being  upon  the  Tom- 
burn,  below  the  Ords,  590  feet  above  sea  level  From  this 
point,  the  hills  and  mountains  rise  in  very  irregular  succession 
by  Knock-allochie  (1152  feet),  Tomreeach,*  and  Towanre^/,  or 
nach,-f"  to  the  Buck  of  Cabrach  (2368  feet),  which  bounds  the 
parish  on  the  west.  Viewed  from  the  north-east,  the  Buck  has 
a  very  elegant  pyramidical  shape,  and  is  crowned  by  a  large 
cairn  of  stones,  from  which  a  very  extensive  view  of  the  country 
can  be  obtained.  The  surface  of  both  divisions  is  extremely 
undulating.  The  hills  on  the  east  division  present  a  rounded 
flowing  outline,  gradually  depressing  into  long  slopes,  which 
are  indented  with  small  valleys,  or  ravines,  with  gravelly  knolls 
in  the  lower  parts  ;  the  west  division  presenting  many  steep 
acclivities,  deep  ravines,  high  ridges  and  hills,  with  rocky 
escarpments,  all  overtopped  by  the  "  Buck." 

Geology  and  Soils. 

The  geological  structure  of  the  parish  is  equally  as  varied  as  it 
is  interesting.  The  white  sandstone  first  makes  its  appearance 
on  the  borders  of  Rhynie,  where  it  has  long  been  worked,  and 
the  veins  or  strata  may  be  traced  in  a  south-westerly  direction 
through  Auchindoir,  to  the  Den,  and  old  castle  of  Kildrummy, 
where  it  is  to  be  found  in  great  purity.  In  the  Auchindoir 
quarries,  which  is  the  north-eastmost  point  where  the  strata  is 
visible,  the  sandstone  consists  of  the  common  lamellar  variety, 
and  is  a  compound  of  yellowish  white  quartz,  with  minute 
scales  of  mica,  and  some  felspar.  In  this  sandstone,  and  be- 
tween the  beds  or  laminae  of  the  rock,  at  several  points  may  be 
detected  the  remains  of  plants  of  the  Cryptogamian  species, 
but  on  exposure  they  soon  become  so  obliterated  as  to  afford 
few  characters  by  wnich  they  could  be  traced  to  the  several 
genera  of  this  extensive  class.  In  one  single  stratum  of  the 
rock  there  is  frequently  an  irregular  diflKision  of  ochreous 

*  TomreMch  signifiei  the  speckled  knoU.     t  Towanre«/,  or  riach,  the  greyhill. 
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colouring  matter  in  veins  and  layers,  caused  most  probably  by 
the  penetration  of  sulphate  of  barytes  while  in  a  state  of  solu- 
tion into  the  mass,  or  previously  existing  rents,  whether  by 
initration  or  by  Plutonic  causes,  we  do  not  pretend  to  say. 

Over  the  western  division  of  the  parish,  from  the  Ords,  to 
the  Buck,  large  blocks  of  green  stone  or  trap  are  scattered  every- 
where, with  nmestone,  in  situ,  which  has  not  been  thoroughly 
laid  open.  On  the  hills  of  Craig,  the  basaltic  rock,  and  hme- 
stone  are  found  to  alternate  with,  and  graduate  into  each 
other ;  and  on  the  hill  of  Towanreef  (whicn  lies  to  the  south 
of  the  den  of  Craig),  serpentine  veins,  and  beds  of  mica  and 
clay  slate  appear ;  but,  from  the  covered  up  state  of  the  strata, 
their  junctional  relations  cannot  be  properly  examined  ;  also, 
we  have  no  opportunity  of  examining  the  immediate  lines  of 
contact  between  the  sandstone  and  the  clay  slate  of  the  dis- 
trict ;  but,  we  are  warranted  in  concludincf  that  the  mica  and 
clay  slate  strata  have  been  elevated  long  before  the  sandstone 
haa  been  depressed.  In  the  serpentine  veins,  some  beautiful 
clouded  specimens  are  to  be  found,  the  chief  colours  being  that 
of  copper  green,  blue,  and  white,  capable  of  being  finely  pohshed, 
and  IS  manufactured  by  some  ingenious  people  into  various 
small  useful  articles.  And,  says  the  author  of  the  Statistical 
Account,  1794 — "  Were  we  to  value  what  is  curious,  rather 
than  what  is  useful,  Auchindoir  might  boast  of  being  one  of  the 
few  parishes  in  Scotland  which  produce  Asbestos.  It  is  found 
on  a  hill  called  Towinreef,  in  the  bed  of  a  little  rill,  but  in  no 
great  quantity." 

East  of  the  Mossat,  in  the  valley  of  the  Don,  and  on  the  hills 
of  Edinbanchory,  a  coarse  syenitic  rock  constitutes  the  base  of 
this  portion  of  the  parish ;  while,  on  the  Correen  ridge,  mica 
slate  abounds  in  large  masses,  and  clay  slate  is  found  on  the 
west,  or  Desky  side  of  the  hills.  To  the  north  of  Correen, 
a  vein  of  serpentine  may  be  traced  running  from  east  to  west, 
through  the  March-mar  hills  ;  but,  here,  as  elsewhere,  its  junc- 
tion with  the  slate  strata  has  not  yet  been  traced.  On  the 
northern  slopes  of  the  hills,  along  the  burn  of  Keam,  clay  slate 
and  trap  rock  appears  with  an  unusual  slaty  structure  ;  and, 
on  the  Bogie,  sandstone  conglomerate  appear  on  the  faces  of 
the  table  land  along  the  stream. 

Having  so  far  described  the  relations  of  the  rocky  consoli- 
dated masses  in  the  parish,  we  now  come  to  notice  the  deposits 
of  alluvial  matter  which  require  notice.  The  district,  however, 
aftbrds  but  little  interest,  so  far  as  this  class  is  concerned,  and 
a  mere  statement  of  facts  will  be  sufficient.  Peat  abounds  in 
the  valley  west  of  Lumsden  Village,  and  on  the  north-east 
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slopes  of  the  Buck,  at  a  high  elevation.  That  which  exists 
in  the  valley  of  Auchindoir  may  be  termed  flow-moss,  and  is 
of  various  degrees  of  depth  and  density,  ranging  from  the  soft 
sDongy  to  that  of  dark-coloured  peat,  with  the  remains  of  trees. 
The  moss  which  occupies  the  acclivities  of  the  Buck  being 
deeper  in  the  lower  parts  than  it  is,  as  it  ascends  toward  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  the  quality  depending  upon  its  posi- 
tion. In  the  valley  of  Auchindou-,  between  the  Don,  and  the 
Boffie,  there  are  numerous  lar^e  deposits  of  sand,  slaty  gravel, 
and  water-worn  pebbles,  and  oeing  far  higher,  and  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  either  of  these  rivers,  it  would  be 
improper  to  say  that  these  hillocks,  or  sand  knolls  had  been 
formed  by  their  action,  therefore,  we  must  conclude,  that  the 
agent  which  arranged  them,  must  have  had  a  higher  Neptunian 
source  than  that  which  now  exists. 

Sails, — Over  the  lower  southern  division  of  the  parish,  and 
along  the  Mossat,  the  soil  is  thin,  dry,  and  early,  consisting  of 
black  and  vellow  mould,  largely  mixed  with  gravel  and  water- 
worn  pebbles.  On  the  higher  ground,  on  Edinbanchory,  Desky, 
Auld  Auchindoir,  and  Craig,  and  on  the  Wheedlemonts,  and 
Druminnor,  the  soil  approaches  more  to  a  loamy  clay,  resting 
on  the  slate  and  sandstone  formation,  and  is  of  a  richer  quality. 
In  some  of  the  lower  glens  and  hollows,  the  soil  is  mossy  and 
wet ;  and  on  the  higher  hill  slopes  the  soil  generally  is  a  thin 
gravelly  clay,  in  most  seasons  bearing  only  precarious  crops  of 
grain,  or  turnips,  and  not  much  grass. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

The  extent  of  ground  planted  within  the  bounds  of  the  pa- 
rish may  be  considered  large,  after  taking  into  account  the 
extensive  range  of  mountain  land  which  lies  far  above  the  zone 
of  arboriculture.  On  the  Edinbanchory  division,  a  large  extent 
of  hill  CTOund  has  been  planted  for  many  years,  the  lower  por- 
tions of  which  have  succeeded  pretty  well,  but  more  especially 
the  larch  In  the  beautiful  wooded  valley  of  the  Don,  there  are 
some  tine  hardwood  trees  and  spruce  firs ;  and,  northward,  along 
the  valley  of  the  Mossat,  on  the  Auchindoir  estate,  the  young 
belts  ana  clumps  of  mixed  forest  trees  have  made  most  satis- 
factory progress.  The  older  wood  on  Desky,  and  the  planta- 
tions on  March-mar,  and  on  Westhills,  of  only  30  years*  growth, 
have  converted  bare  bleak  hilly  land  into  fairly  sheltered  farms, 
and  with  the  highly  ornamental  plantations  along  the  valley  at 
Glenbogie,  and  the  natural  birch  wood  on  Craig  and  Drumin- 
nor, this  part  of  the  country  has  now  many  pleasing  sylvan 
attractions.     Around  the  mansion  house  of  Cniig,  and  in  the 
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Den,  tliere  is  a  fine  varif^ty  of  forest  and  ornamental  trees, 
where,  by  careful  culture,  and  the  naturally  well  sheltered  posi- 
tion of  the  ground,  the  trees  have  come  to  great  perfection. 
In  the  Den,  there  are  some  fine  specimens  of  oak,  ash,  elm, 
beech,  birch,  and  lime  trees,  with  some  chestnut,  silver,  and 
snruce  firs,  and  larch,  equal  in  size,  if  not  superior  to  any  in 
the  country.  In  the  grounds  of  Dniminnor,  there  are  some 
fine  old  plane-trees,  with  clumps  of  larch,  Scots  firs,  and  some 
spruce,  in  the  lower  ground,  by  the  old  church,  and  bum  of 
Kearn.  On  the  higher  ground,  south  of  Dniminnor,  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  ground  has  been  planted,  chiefly  with  larch ; 
but,  from  the  elevated  position  of  the  plantations,  and  northerly 
exposure,  the  trees  have  not  made  much  progress.  West  of  the 
village  of  Rhynie,  on  the  Wheedlemonts,  some  clumps  of  mixed 
planting  have  been  recently  formed  on  the  hill  tops,  and  in 
course  of  time  may  come  to  be  of  some  value  for  shelter,  which 
is  much  wanted,  not  only  here,  but  all  round  the  Tap  O'Noth, 
**  where  no  tree  is  seen." 

Bota ny. — The  mountains  of  the  "  Buck "  are  well  stocked 
with  Ah)ine  plants  of  various  kinds ;  so  are  also  the  Correen 
hills.  The  following  may  be  considered  a  pretty  correct  list  of 
those  of  the  less  common  plants,  which  are  most  worthy  of 
notice : — 

Adoxa  moscatellina — Tuberoua  MoschatelL    Arenarta  wmo — Vernal  Sandwort. 
A»ptrula  odorcUa — Sweet  Woodruflf.     Avetia  Alpina — Alpine  Oat  GrajBS. 
Bofry*chium  lunaria — Common  Moonwort.     Carduus  ncUans — Mnsk  Thistle. 
Cardamine  amara — Bitter  Cardamine.     Carum  cartii— Common  Carraway. 
Cochlearia  officmcUia — Common  Scurvy  Grass.     Comua  guicica — Dwarf  Cornel. 
Drosera  fon£f{/Iora— Longleaved  Sun-dew.       EpUMum  anguittifoUum — Rose- 

bay.  Willow  Herb. 
Echium  vulgare — Common  Vipers  Bugloss.     Festuca  gylvatica— Slender  Wood 

Fescue. 
Fttmaria  capreolcUa — Bamping  Fumitory.      Goodyera  repent — Creeping  Good- 

yera. 
Habenaria  inridia — Green  Habenaria.     Listera  cordat4i — Mountain  Tway -blade. 
Menyanthes  tryoliata — Marsh  Trefoil.      Meum  cUhamatUicum — Spignel,  Bald 

Money. 
Orchis  mascula — Purple,  or  Meadow  Orchis.     Oxalis  (uxtosella — Common  Wood 

Sorrel. 
Primula  verts — Cowslip.     Plantago  maritima — Sea  Plantain. 
Pyrola  m^ta— Intermediate  Winter-green.      Pyrola  secunda — Serrate  Winter- 

^  green. 
Bibes  petrceum — Bock  Currant,     Bubus  chamoemorus — Cloud-berry,  Mountain 

Bramble. 
BubuB  saxcUilis — Stone  Bramble.     Sambucvs  ebulus — Dwarf  Elder.  • 

Saxifraga  aizoidefi — Yellow  Mountain  Saxifraga.     Solidago  virgavreau — Com- 
mon Golden-rod. 
Stafice  armeria — Common  Thrift.     Thalictrfim  A  Ipinum — Alpine  Meadow-rue. 
Thlaspi  artwi«f— Mithridate  Mustard,  Penny  Cress.     Turritis  glabra — Sni^th 

Tower  Mustard. 
Verbascum  ^a/ww*— Great  Mullein.      Vicia  «y/iti<ica— Wood  Vetch. 
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Hydrography. 

The  principal  river  is  the  Don,  which  bounds  the  parish  on 
the  south-east,  for  about  one  mile  and  a  half  below  the  influx 
of  the  water  of  Mossat.  The  next  stream  in  point  of  size  and 
discharge  of  water,  is  the  Borie,  which  has  a  meandering  course 
of  about  three  miles  below  tne  junction  of  the  bums  of  Craig 
and  Corchinan,  or  Clova,  which  form  the  chief  aflluents  of  the 
stream.  The  Tombum  divides  Auchindoir  and  Rhynie  on  the 
north  ;  and  the  Mossat  divides  Auchindoir  and  Kildrummy 
on  the  south  and  south-west  The  Don  is  rapid,  rocky,  and 
shallow ;  the  Mossat  in  its  upper  course  is  somewhat  sluggish, 
and  the  Bogie  is  generally  shallow.  All  are  well  stored  with 
conmion  burn  trout,  par,  minnow,  and  common  eel.  Salmon 
ascend  the  Don  in  August  and  September,  and  descend  in 
March 

Springs. — ^The  parish  is  well  supplied  with  abundance  of 
perennial  spring  water  of  a  very  pure  quality,  which  issues  from 
the  slate  and  sandstone  strata.  Some  of  the  springs  are  tainted 
with  iron  ore,  one  or  two  on  the  banks  of  the  Bogie  bein^  ♦ 
rather  stronger  than  the  rest.  The  "  Nine  Maidens'  Well,* 
which  is  in  the  south-east  comer  of  the  parish,  has  some  tradi- 
tionary interest  in  it ;  we,  therefore,  oflFer  no  apology  for  tran- 
scribing the  following  account,  which  is  given  in  Sir  John 
Sinclair's  Statistical  Account — "  The  Nine  Maidens'  Well,  near 
which,  tradition  says,  nine  young  women  were  slain  by  a  boar 
that  infested  the  neighbouring  country.  A  stone,  with  some 
rude  figures  on  it,  marks  the  spot  where  this  tragical  event  is 
said  to  have  happened.  The  boar  was  slain  by  a  young  man 
of  the  name  of  Forbes,  the  lover  of  one  of  the  young  women, 
and  a  stone,  with  a  boar's  head  cut  on  it,  was  set  up  to  preserve 
the  remembrance  of  his  gallantry  and  courage.  The  stone  was 
removed  by  Lord  Forbes  to  his  nouse  at  Putachie  (Castle  For- 
bes) ;  and  it  is  from  this  circumstance  that  a  boar's  head  is 
quartered  in  the  arms  of  that  family." 

Farms  and  Fai^iing. 
Elxclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
and  the  value  of  residential  buildings,  shootings  where  let, 
mills,  manufactories,  quarries,  &c., — the  following  abstract  will 
show  the  number  of  purely  agricultural  holdings  in  a  classified 
form: — 


No.  St  and  sbore 

Na  ftt  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

£100 

£fiO 

£20 

£10 

£B 

ofTwrlyreat. 

and  under  £100. 

and  under  £60. 

and  under  £S0. 

and  under  £10. 

16 

15 

20 

16 

43 

And  13  occapanto  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a  year. 
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Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Pariah  of  Auchindoir,  year 

1872-73, £4,866  11  8 

Do.       Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  &c.,                 .  434    0  O 

Do.        Shootinfls,  Let, 200    0  O 

Do.        Mills,  Manufactories,  and  Quarries,         .        .        .  49    3  6 

Do.        Small  Properties,  chiefly  in  Lumsden  Village,          .  545    7  O 

Total  value, £6,095    2     2 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Hugh  Grordon  Lumsden,  Esq.  of  Anchindoir. 

Kooert  Grant,  Esq.  of  Druminnor. 

James  Francis  Gordon  Sherifib  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Crais. 

The  Right  Hon.  Horace  Courtenay,  Lord  Forbes,  Edinbanchory. 

Carlos  Pedro  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Auchmillan. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  all,  42. 

Farming. — ^The  chief  improvements  eflFected  within  the  past 
30  years  have  been  in  the  reclamation  of  waste  land,  ana  in 
building  a  better  description  of  houses  on  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal farms.  The  leases  ffenerally  extend  to  19  years,  and  the 
rotation  of  cropping  the  fifth  shift  course.  On  the  numerous 
small  buildings,  the  houses  are  of  an  inferior  description,  many 
of  them  being  built  or  remodelled  chiefly  by  the  tenants,  who 
are,  as  a  class,  ill  able  to  bear  such  heavy  outlay. 

Roads. 

The  Alford  and  Strathdon  turnpike  passes  along  the  valley 
of  the  Don,  and  the  Rhynie  turnpike  runs  from  the  old 
Mossat  toll,  through  Lumsden  Village  to  Himtly.  The  Cab- 
rach  road  runs  from  Lumsden  Village  to  Cabrach,  across  the 
north-east  shoulder  of  the  Buck ;  but  it  is  very  steep  in  many- 
parts.  The  Alford  Station,  on  the  Alford  Valley  Railway,  is 
about  10  miles  from  Lumsden  Village,  and  the  Gartly,  or 
Kennethmont  Stations  on  the  Great  North  Railway,  about 
eight  miles.     These  old  turnpikes  are  well  kept  roads. 

Markets. 

Statutory  markets  are  held  in  the  Square  of  Lumsden  Village 
on  the  1st  Monday  of  January  ;  the  1st  Monday  of  February ; 
the  1st  Monday  of  March  ;  the  1st  Monday,  and  last  Tuesday 
(0.  S.)  of  April ;  and  last  Friday  (0.  S.)  in  May ;  the  3rd  Tues- 
day (O.  S.)  m  August ;  and  1st  Monday  of  December. 

Inns  and  Alehouses. 

There  is  one  Inn,  or  Hotel  in  Lumsden  Village,  and  one  shop 
licensed  to  sell  spirits,  but  not  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises. 
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Mansion  Houses, 
The  Mansion  House  of  Dniminnor  (Old  Castle  Forbes,  date 
1577),  is  a  fine  old  building  in  the  baronial  style  of  architecture, 
standing  in  the  midst  of  a  well  timbered  park,  and  is  a  fine  resi- 
dence. The  Mansion  House  of  Craig,  a  tine  old  building  (date 
1518),  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  precipitous  den,  and  bum 
of  Craig,  and  is  surrounded  by  scenery  of  a  very  romantic  de- 
scription, overlooking  several  beautiful  cascades  in  the  den,  the 
old  church  of  Auchindoir,  and  the  upper  windings  of  the  Bogie, 
by  the  manse  and  Glenbogie  cottage.  The  Manse  is  an  elegant 
modem  building,  and  the  Glebe  is  fully  above  the  average  size. 
Glenbogie  Cottage,  a  charming  residence,  stands  on  the  face  of 
a  steep  wooded  bank  overlooking  the  stream,  is  an  object,  from 
its  peculiarly  fine  situation,  wortny  of  special  notice. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  AUCHINDOIR,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments £508    2    8 

from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,       12    2    2 


Do. 


£520    4  10 


EorpendUurt, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .        .  £355  18  9 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 2    5  0 

Medical  Relief, 9    0  0 

Management,  29    6  0 

Balance  in  hand,    .                 .         .  123  15  1 


£520    4  10 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


( 
PopalftUon 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

to 
1861. 

1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
anta. 

Regis- 
ter 
Poor. 

Depend- 
anta. 

Other 
Gasual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

1     1,593 

9 

31 

40 

21 

2 

0 

3 

7 

3 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  with  a  classification  of 
rates  upon  tenants  and  occupants.  There  are  two  elected 
members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 
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II._CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Buchanan  says,  that  Luthlac,  son  of  Macbeth,  was  pursued 
northward  by  Malcolm,  and  slain  in  the  vallev  of  the  Bogie. 
The  spot  where  he  was  slain  is  in  the  parish  oi  Rhynie,  about 
four  miles  to  the  north  of  Auchindoir,  where  a  large  stone  with 
some  warlike  figures  on  it,  had  been  set  up.  Tne  narrative 
says,  that  Luthlac  was  overtaken  about  two  miles  south  of  the 
church,  in  a  hollow  below  Lumsden  Village,  where  at  one  time 
there  were  many  cairns,  that  he  was  there  defeated,  and  pur- 
sued through  the  valley,  and  killed  where  the  figured  stone 
now  stands. 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  was  built  in  1811,  and  is  seated  for  450. 
It  stands  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Bogie,  about  half  a  mile 
below  the  old  church,  and  is  upon  the  whole  not  mconvenientlv 
situated.  The  stipend  is  £150,  with  an  allowance  of  £8  2s.  6d. 
for  the  old  glebe  of  Forbes.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices 
are  valued  at  £22,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £12  a  year. 

The  Free  Church  stands  on  one  side  of  the  Square  of  Lums- 
den Village,  and  was  built  in  1843,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
is  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  built  about  10  years  pre- 
viously. 

Near  Rhynie,  but  in  the  parish  of  Auchindoir,  an  Episcopa- 
lian Chapel  was  built  a  few  years  ago,  and  more  recently,  a 
P'irsonage  has  been  completed. 

The  old  Parochial  School  with  schoolmaster*s  house  stands 
near  to  the  manse.  A  new  school  with  school-house  was 
recently  built,  by  subscription,  in  Lumsden  Village,  which  is 
in  a  more  central  position  for  a  school,  and  bein^  m  the  midst 
of  the  most  densely  populated  part  of  the  parish,  it  is  well 
attended. 

School  Board. — Their  are  five  members  on  the  Board — the 
Rev.  W.  Reid  is  chairman,  R.  Murray,  Jun.,  Lumsden,  clerk, 
treasurer  and  officer.  School  rate,  4Jd.  per  £.  Bible  and 
Catechism  taught.  There  are  two  schools  in  the  parish,  and 
163  scholars. 

IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

The  most  distinguished  character  connected  with  this  parish 
was  John  Gordon,  of  Craig,  bom  in  1607,  the  seventeenth  in 
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descent  from  the  principal  stem  of  the  Gordon  family.  He  was 
held  in  great  estimation  at  the  court  of  James  VI.  Mr.  Gordon 
planted  about  600  acres  with  all  kinds  of  forest  trees  that  are 
to  be  found  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  poet,  Dr.  Arthur 
Johnston,  in  order  to  draw  his  learned  friend  from  his  retire- 
ment at  Craig,  represents  the  country  as  bleak  and  shockingly 
ugly.  Johnston's  letter,*  published  in  his  "  Parerga,"  describes 
"  the  rocks  and  precipices,  the  caves  and  dens,  as  horrible ; " 
covered  as  they  now  are  with  trees  and  shrubs,  they  are  objects 
better  fitted  to  invite,  than  frighten  away. 

Sir  Harry  Niven  Lumsden  was  buried  within  a  mausoleum, 
near  Lumsden  Village,  at  a  place  called  Chapel  House,  so  called 
from  an  Episcopal  Church  having  stood  near  it.  The  mau- 
soleum is  enclosed  by  a  wall,  and  a  slab  of  white  marble  inserted 
into  a  massive  granite  tomb,  bears  in  part  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : — 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Harry  Niven  Lumsden,  of 
Auchindoir,  who  died  15th  Dec,  1821,  aged  36  years  and  8 
months. 

v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

In  the  north-west  comer  of  the  parish  there  is  the  fine  conically 
shaped  green  hill  of  Cnoc-alliochie,  which  had  been  fortified  by 
a  double  wall,  where  fragments  of  vitrified  or  scorified  sub- 
stances are  found  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  adjoining 
ground.  In  Gaelic,  Cnoc-an-caUleax^h  signifies  "  the  hill  of  the 
nuns,"  and  Cnoc-an-coille,  would  signify  the  "  knoll  of  the 
-w'ood ; "  but  as  Gaelic  derivations  are  as  numerous  as  they 
are  fanciful,  and  as  most  places  in  this  part  of  the  country  are 
supposed  by  learned  antiquarians  to  have  a  Gaelic  name,  we 
add  a  rather  diflerent  meaning,  which  is  given  to  Cailleach,  in 
another  part  of  the  country ,"f-  and  is  applicable  to  Callie-var  in 
Alford. 

♦  Parerga,  ad  Oordonium  de  Craig  Auchindoir. 

t  **  On  a  ridge  of  hills  between  Strachur  and  Glendanrel  in  Argyleshire,  there 
18  a  large  stone  called  CailUach-vear,  or  tvra,  which  makes  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  many  marvellous  tales  ami  traditions  that  prevail  in  the  Highlands  among 
the  Gaelic  speaking  race  of  our  countrymen,  which  have  an  aUegorical  meaning, 
especially  where  the  allegory  can  be  easily  traced.  In  this  instance  Caillea^h' 
venr  is  applied  to  thunder.  V^ir  is  derived  from  B^r,  which  is  Gaelic  for  a 
'  thnnder-bolt ; '  as  BHnn-  V6ir,  the  name  of  a  high  mountain  in  Appin,  literally 
signifies  the  '  Mountain  of  Thunder.'  In  the  dark  ages,  Cailleach-vear  was 
personified,  and  is  said  to  have  had  a  considerable  property  in  cattle ;  that, 
when  a  storm  accompanied  with  thunder  arose,  which  is  doubly  awful  in  the 
neighbonrhood  of  hi^h  mountains,  those  in  chaise  of  cattle  around  the  mountain 
ran  off  and  left  their  charge  to  the  mercy  of  Oailleach-vearf  and  if  any  of  the 
cattle  were  amissing,  CaiUeach-vear  was  accused  of  having  seized  upon  them, 
and  no  further  search  was  made."— Statistical  Account  of  Strachur,  1792. 
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The  moat  or  mount  on  which  the  ancient  Castrum  AtLckin- 
donncdy  mentioned  by  Boethius,*  stood,  is  a  little  hill  north  of  the 
church  ;  but  now  only  traces  of  the  moat  remain.  It  has  been 
defended  on  three  sides  by  rocky  precipices,  and  on  the  fourth 
by  a  deep  artificial  excavation. 

Craig  Castle  had  been  built  on  the  high  and  precipitous 
banks  of  the  bum,  evidently  with  a  view  to  the  defence  they 
would  afford  on  one  side.  On  approaching  it  from  the  lawn, 
the  oldest  and  most  characteristic  portion  is  the  vast  square 
tower,  with  its  turrets  and  battlements  above,  and  its  tier  of 
circular  embrasures  below.  The  tower  is  about  60  feet  in 
height,  and  had  originally  contained  a  grand  hall,  oratory, 
prison,  and  other  ai)purtenances  of  a  feudal  keep.  The  old  yeU 
of  wrought  iron  still  survives,  and  the  ancient  front  of  the 
castle  bears  three  shields ;  that  in  the  centre  displays  the  lion 
rampant,  with  unicorns  as  supporters,  and  a  crown  between  the 
points  of  their  horns.  The  shield  on  the  left  quarters  the  arms 
of  Gordon,  Barclay,  and  Stewart  of  Lome ;  at  the  top  are  the 
initials  PG  :  RB ;  and  upon  the  base  lOISLEIS  :  V -G  :  ES. 
This  probably  refers  to  Patrick,  the  first  Gordon  of  Craig,  who 
had  a  charter  of  the  lands  of  Johnsleys  from  King  James,  and 
fell  at  Flodden,  in  1513.  The  third  shield  bears  the  Gordon 
and  Cheyne  amis,  with  the  date  M0X8  :  VO  :  C€  :  for  1528  : 
William  Gordon  :  Clare  Chej-ne.  Two  rude  boulders  near  the 
door  are  called  the  "  headin  stanes,"  and  an  ash  tree  on  the 
lawn  still  shows  signs  of  life,  although  it  is  said  to  have  been 
planted  in  the  year  of  the  Revolution. 

Over  the  present  entrance  gate  are  two  shields ;  one  bears 
the  Gordon  arms  with  the  motto  By  dandy  and  the  date  1667, 
while  the  next  is  dated  1726,  and  perhaps  indicates  the  period 
when  alterations  began  to  be  maoe  on  the  old  castle ;  out  it 
was  not  till  1832  that  the  new  house  was  added  to  it 

On  the  lands  of  Fulziemont,  in  which  we  find  the  first 
Gordon  of  Craig,  now  called  Wheedlemont,  there  are  three 
circular  hollows,  called  Picts'  Houses,  each  about  13  feet  in 
diameter ;  and  on  the  Kearn  side  of  the  parish,  stone  celts  and 
other  relics  of  antiquity  have  been  found  and  placed  in  the 
National  Museum.  The  Corse  Stane,  a  rouffh  Doulder  about 
11  feet  high,  stands  on  a  knoll  to  the  norui  of  Druminnor 
house ;  but  the  Castle  Hilly  on  the  Clatt  side  of  the  parish, 
furnishes  no  trace  of  ruins. 

The  old  Church  of  Auchindoir,  with  its  ivy-mantled  walls, 
has  had  every  justice  done  to  it  to  preserve  the  ruin,  which 
stands  on  the  north  or  left  bank  of  the  burn  of  Craig.     There 

*  Also  by  Buchanan,  under  the  reign  of  James  TI. 
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are  several  dates  on  it,  one  on  the  north  gable,  1557,  is  the 
oldest.  In  the  north-east  corner,  there  is  a  niche  or  recess  for 
the  elements  in  the  wall,  with  the  following  very  legible  in- 
scription over  it :— "  HIC.  K  CORP.  DNI.  CVK."  (Hie  est 
corpus  Domini  nostri  Jesu  Christi  Virginis  Mariae).  On  the 
lower  edge  of  the  niche,  but  now  concealed  by  one  of  the 
seats,  are  these  words :  "  Hie  est  servatum  (xytyua  ex  virgime 
naiuTnJ**  The  fine  Saxon  gateway,  or  princijjal  door,  the  carved 
representation  of  our  Saviour  on  the  cross,  with  the  letters  I.  N. 
R  I.,  and  the  stone  vessel  for  holy  water,  are  clear  indications 
of  its  once  having  been  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  though  at 
what  precise  period  it  was  transformed  into  a  Presbyterian 
Parish  Church  has  not  been  ascertained. 

There  are  several  Cairns  or  tumuli  scattered  in  all  directions 
over  the  face  of  the  hill  sides.  There  is  the  "  Dead  Wife's 
Caim,"  on  the  Cabrach  road,  at  the  top  of  the  bum  of  Glenny ; 
and  a  large  Cairn  or  barrow  on  a  hill  in  the  southern  division 
of  the  old  i>arish  of  Kearn ;  **  but  of  the  history  of  which,  there 
is  no  tradition." 
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Presbytery  of  Turriff — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 

The  prefix  Auchter  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  "  UacMar'' 
which  signifies  the  upper,  and  "  sfdioSy*  the  upper  side  together 
signifying  the  upper  cultivated  fields — which  is  very  descrip- 
tive of  tne  parish,  and  generally  of  the  high  lying  psition  of 
the  land  witnin  it. 

Boundaries. 

The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Inverkeithney  in 
BanflFshire,  and  the  parish  of  Turritf ;  on  the  east  by  Fyvie ; 
on  the  south  by  Rayne  and  Culsalmond ;  and  on  the  west  by 
Forgue. 

Eodent 

Its  m-eatest  length,  from  south  to  north,  measures  in  a 
direct  line,  about  7i  miles,  and  from  east  to  west,  also  in  a 
direct  line,  it  measures  nearly  five  miles.  The  whole  area  is 
estimated  to  be  about  18,000  acres. 

*  Statifttical  Account  of  Auchindoir,  1794. 
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Topography, 

The  central  valley  of  the  Ythan,  which  runs  from  south-west 
to  north-east,  divides  the  parish  into  about  two  equal  parts,  the 
western  half  being  ao^ain  divided  by  the  Carries  burn,  which 
flows  in  an  easterly  direction  by  Thomybank,  and  falls  into  the 
Ythan  at  Knockleith.  From  these  two  principal  intersecting 
streams,  the  hills  present  a  rounded  flowing  outline,  but  in  few- 
cases  are  they  steeper  than  that  which  admits  of  tillage,  and  in 
most  cases  the  valleys  and  hills  are  all  cultivated,  and  the  few 
hill  tops  which  are  not,  are  either  planted,  or  deemed  unfit  for 
being  Drought  into  profitable  cultivation. 

The  lowermost  point  of  land  in  the  parish  is  on  the  Ythan, 
on  the  borders  of  Fyvie,  which  point  is  about  24  miles  from 
the  sea,  by  the  course  of  the  river,  and  134  feet  above  its  leveL 
The  highest  point  of  the  Ythan  is  in  the  parish,  being  at  the 
influx  of  the  burn  of  Ault,  or  Auld-davy,  on  the  boundary  of 
Forgue,  where  the  river  is  about  745  feet  above  sea  level.  The 
highest  land  in  the  west  division  is  the  hill  of  Carline  Craig 
(850  feet),  on  the  borders  of  Inverkeithney.  On  the  east 
division  of  the  parish,  the  hill  of  Seggat  is  620  feet,  and  on  the 
south-east,  the  hill  of  Blackford  is  715  feet  above  sea  level, 

Geology  and  Soils. 

The  whole  parish  rests  on  the  greywacke,  or  clay-slate  forma- 
tion, which  intersects  the  country  from  the  Gamrie  shore  of 
the  Moray  Firth,  to  the  Foudland  and  Donside  hills,  west  of 
Benachie. 

Soils. — The  soil  which  rests  upon  the  clay  slate,  apart  from 
the  mica,  usually  is  not  viewed  as  being  so  valuable  in  its  agri- 
cultural productions,  as  in  it  there  is  a  certain  tenacity  and 
stifthess  in  the  soil  characteristic  of  the  clay  slate,  which  the 
roots  of  plants  can  hardly  penetrate,  yet  along  the  valley  of 
the  Ythan,  and  on  the  lower  hill  slopes,  the  clay  loams  are  of 
a  superior  quality,  and  produce  fine  crops  of  grain,  turnips,  and 
grass.  On  the  hio^her  cultivated  land,  the  soil,  generally,  is 
thin  slaty  clay,  which,  in  moist  warm  seasons,  produces  good 
crops  of  cereals,  ond  roots,  but  is  deficient  in  the  production  of 
grass. 

Arboricvlture  and  Botany. 

Some  of  the  older  plantations  of  Scotch  firs  and  larch  on 
Blackford  and  Badenscoth,  are  fair  sized  well-gi'own  trees  of  a 
good  quality  of  timber.  The  younger  trees  and  ornamental 
plantations  on  Blackford,  Knockleith,  and  Temple-land,  ap- 
pear to  be  in  a  thriving  state.      The  fine  beech  hedges  on 
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Badenscoth,  and  the  old  thorn  hedges  on  Knockleith  and 
Cushnie,  are  valuable  both  for  shelter  and  ornament.  The  old 
hedge-row  trees  (chiefly  ash)  by  the  church,  and  on  Hatton, 
which  have  withered  the  storms  of  many  winters,  impart  to  the 
hamlet  of  Auchterless  **  in  summer,  a  rich  umbrageous  appear- 
ance." On  the  higher  land,  west  and  north  of  Hatton,  there 
are  several  clumps  and  belts  of  mixed  planting  on  the  hill-tops, 
and  beech  hedges  on  the  lower  ground,  which  appear  lather 
in  a  neglected  state,  while  those  m  the  valley,  and  the  young 
plantations  on  Seggat  and  in  the  dens  of  Towie,  seem  to  be  in 
a  very  thriving  condition. 

Botany, — W  e  are  not  aware  of  any  of  the  rarer  plants  having 
been  found  in  the  parish,  but  we  know  that  the  valleys  and 
hills  of  Auchterless  contain  the  usual  varieties  found  in  the 
neighbouring  parishes  of  Fyvie  and  Turriff,  and  those  usually 
met  with  in  the  midland  parishes  of  the  County. 

Hydrography. 

The  Ythan  is  the  most  important  stream  connected  with  the 
parish.  Its  source  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the  west 
boundary,  at  the  wells  of  Ythan,  in  the  parish  of  Forgue.  It 
enters  this  parish  at  the  burn  of  Auld-davy,  opposite  the  site 
of  the  old  Koman  camp,  the  Castra  cestiva,  of  Glenmailen,  the 
remains  of  which  stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  at  this 
point,  and  occupied  130  acres  of  land,  part  of  the  farms  of  Bush 
and  Logic  Newton.  The  river  has  hrst  an  easterly  course  of 
about  tnree  miles,  to  the  top  of  the  den  of  Badenscoth,  and 
then  a  northerly  course  to  the  old  castle  of  Towie  ;  and  on  this 

Sirt  of  its  course  it  receives  the  Garries  bum,  and  the  burn  of 
assie-weUs,  which,  united,  forms  the  bum  of  Thomybank. 
On  the  north  there  is  the  large  bounding  stream  with  Turriff, 
wliich  flows  from  the  Pitglassies,  called,  in  its  lower  course,  the 
bum  of  Pitdoulsie,  which  falls  into  the  Ythan  at  Mill  of  Towie. 
The  river,  also  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Towie,  forms  a 
portion  of  the  eastern  boundary  with  Fyvie.  On  the  south  divi- 
sion, the  principal  stream  is  the  bum  of  Blackford,  which,  in  its 
lower  course,  is  called  the  burn  of  Rothie,  and  it  forms  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  parish,  with  Rayne  and  Culsalmond. 
There  are  many  fine  perennial  springs  everywhere  throughout 
the  parish,  which  issue  from  the  clay  slate  strata,  sending 
forth  pure  and  copious  supplies  of  bright  sparkling  water. 
About  a  mile  and  a  half  north-east  of  the  church  there  is  the 
well  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  beside  the  remains  of  a  place  of  wor- 
ship and  old  burying  ground,  "  where  it  is  said  several  families 
of  distinction  were  interred." 


2-M)  FARMS  AND   FARMING. 

Farms  ami  Farming. 

Exclusive  of  land  in  the  natural  possesion  of  proprietors,  and 
the  value  of  residential  buildings,  shootings  rents,  where  let, 
mills,  or  manufactories,  the  following  abstract  will  show  the 
number  of  agricultural  holdings  in  a  classified  form  : — 

No.  mt  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £30  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £10.        and  undca-  £10. 

42  32  58  23  28 

And  eight  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a -year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Auchterless,  year 

1872-73, £13,091  2  11 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  ftc.,                         .           589  10    0 

Do.        Shootings,  Let, 33  0    0 

Do.        Mills,  Manufactories,  and  Shops,     ....             55  0    0 

Do.        SmaU  Properties, 102  7    3 

Total  value, £13,871    0    2 

Land  oiviiers  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Trustees  of  the  late  Garden  William  Duff,  of  Hatton. 

James  Allan,  £8q.  of  Temple  land. 

Garden  Alexander  Duff,  of  Hatton,  (minor). 

The  President  and  Governors  of  Robert  Gordon's  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 

The  President  and  Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen. 

Lieut.  -Colonel  Jonathan  Forbes  Leslie,  of  Badenscoth. 

Mrs.  Isabella  Milne,  of  Pitglassie. 

John  Paton  Watson,  Esq.  of  Blackford. 

There  are  10  Proprietors  of  houses  and  land  under  £100  of  yearly  valna 

Farming. — The  duration  of  leases  is  generally  for  19  years, 
and  the  terms  of  entry  are,  Whitsunday  for  the  houses  and  fallow 
brake,  and  Lammas,  and  Martinmas,  for  the  rest  of  the  land ; 
and  generally  the  incoming  tenant  is  bound  to  take  the  whole 
corn  crop  by  valuation,  and  pay  for  it  according  to  the  fiars 
price  of  tlie  year.  The  rotation  of  cropping  is  the  fifth,  and  in 
some  cases  the  sixth  course,  the  former  being  better  suited  for 
the  lighter  higher  lying  ^ound,  and  the  latter  to  the  heavier 
loamy  clays,  and  for  a  third  year's  grass  crop. 

On  some  of  the  larger  farms  a  superior  class  of  houses  have 
been  erected.  Some  of  them  have  been  rebuilt,  and  others 
only  added  to ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  many  of  them  comprise 
all  that  is  essentially  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  general  work 
of  the  farm — especially  that  of  feeding  stock,  although  they 
have  turnip  and  boil  nouses  attached  to  them,  there  is  less 
attention  paid  to  turnip  storing,  and  steaming  food  for  cattle 
than  might  be  expected.  The  first  thrashing  mill  was  intro- 
duced into  the  parish  in   1791,  others  soon  followed  of  au 


MANSION    HOUSES.  241 

improved  construction,  now  they  are  universal,  and,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  the  Ythan  and  its  tributary  streams 
alibrd  water  power  for  propelling  most  of  them,  and  of  several 
meal  mills  in  the  parish. 

Improved  a^icultural  implements  have  been  introduced 
from  time  to  time ;  but  foremost  as  yet,  in  practical  utility, 
comes  the  reaping  machine,  by  which  the  greater  bulk  of  the 
grain  crop  is  now  cut  down,  in  a  manner  superior  to  the  work 
formerly  performed  by  the  sickle  and  the  scythe. 

Roads. 

The  old  Aberdeen  and  Banff  turnpike  road  skirts  the  east 
side  of  the  parish,  and  the  Inverurie  and  Forgue  road  inter- 
sects the  southern  parts.  Cross-road  runs  from  Towie,  on  the 
north,  to  Fisherfora,  on  the  south,  and  from  the  church  to  the 
Lewes  F}'vie,  which  are  the  principal  roads  for  local  traffic ; 
and  it  may  be  said  that  the  parish  is  on  the  whole  fairly  accom- 
modated with  roads. 

The  Towie  Station,  on  the  Aberdeen,  Turriff  and  Banff  Rail- 
way, is  the  principal  station  for  the  north  division  of  theparish, 
the  south-western  parts  beinff  drawn  to  the  Rothie  Station. 
The  Towie  Station  is  34  J  miles  from  Aberdeen ;  the  Turriff 
Station  is  four  miles  from  Towie,  and  the  Banff-bridge  Station. 
loi  miles.  The  Rothie  Station  is  29  miles  from  Aberdeen, 
and  fulh'  two  miles  from  the  cross-roads  at  Badenscoth,  and 
nearly  nve  miles  from  the  church  of  Auchterless,  which  is 
about  two  miles  from  the  Towie  Station. 

Markets  or  Fairs, 

St.  Donan's  Fair  is  held  at  the  Kirktown,  in  April,  for  the  sale 
of  cattle,  horses,  &c.  For  many  vears,  important  cattle  markets 
were  held  at  Badenscoth ;  but  tney  are  now  held  at  the  Rothie 
Station,  as  being  more  convenient  for  dealers. 

Inns  and  Alehouses. 
There  are  several  licensed  ale-houses  in  the  parish,  but  only 
two  of  them  are  licensed  to  sell  spirits  for  consumption  on  the 
premises. 

Mansion  Houses. 

The  old  Mansion  House  of  Hatton  has  long  been  occupied 
as  a  farm  house,  and  the  House  of  Temple-land  is  only  equal 
to  an  ordinary  farm  house.  The  old  Mansion  House  of  JBaaen- 
scoth  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ythan, 
and  is  surrounded  by  well-kept  private  grounds.  Within  the 
past  10  years,  a  large  and  elegant  Mansion  has  been  built  at 
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Knockleith,  and  extensive  ornamental  grounds  have  ho^m 
formed  around  it.  The  Manse  was  built  in  1867,  and  is  a  very 
commotlioiLS  building.  The  Church  is  ohl,  the  principal  iiart 
of  it  was  built  in  1780,  and  a  wing  added  to  it  in  1835.  It  is 
seated  for  GoO. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Fumh, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  REU^IF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  AUCHTERLESS,  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments,        .... 
Do.      from  Mortiticatious,  and  all  other  sources, 

EjTjiemliture, 
Kelief  of  Poor  on  the  RoU,  or  Registered,  . 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 

Medical  Relief,  .         .        . »       . 

Management, 

Balance  in  hand,    .... 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


£629  18    4 
27  11    7 

£657     9  11 
£657     9  11 

£463    8  lOi 

1  13    3i 

31     9    4^ 

53  14    0 

107    4    4i 

Population 

In 

1861, 

ReUeved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceamd  to 
receive  relief. 

Ouual  Poor. 

1 

Fatuous : 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Ounial 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

or 
Insane,  i 

2,010 

17 

47 

64 

42 

10 

10 

0 

0 

2 

Tlie  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  three 
elected  members,  or  managers  on  the  Board. 


II.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  rather  nearer  the  north-west  extremity 
of  the  parish  than  the  south-west,  but  is  conveniently  situated 
for  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants.  The  stipend  is  14 
chalders,  half  meal,  half  barley,  payable  by  the  fiars  prices  of 
the  County,  with  an  allowance  of  £8  6s.  8d.  for  communion 
elements,  and  of  £1  13s.  4d.  for  grass  money.  The  Manse  and 
offices  are  valued  at  £28  a  year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at 
£15.     The  parish  schoolmaster  has  the  maximum  salary,  and 
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the  legal  accommodation.  He  also  has  the  benefit  of  the  Dick 
and  Milne  bequests. 

Parochial  Registers  of  marriages  and  births  have  been  pretty- 
regularly  kept  since  1680. 

School  Board, — There  are  six  elected  members  on  the  Board. 
The  Rev.  Alexander  Gray  is  chairman,  and  Alexander  Forsyth, 
Temple-land  cottage,  is  clerk  and  treasurer.  There  are  four 
schools  in  the  parish,  and  the  school  rate  is  4(1  per  £.  Bible 
and  Catechism  taught.     Number  of  scholars,  340. 

Ill— EMINENT  MEN. 

This  parish  is  distinguished  as  having  given  birth  to  several 
eminent  and  learned  men,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  : — 

Malcolmus  Ardes,  a  man  of  noble  birth,  and  a  Carmelite 
friar,  who  flourished  about  the  year  1324,  and  wrote  in  rather 
inelegant  Latin,  a  small  volume,  entitled  "  De  bello  ad  Faw- 
kirk,"  and  another  "  De  Scotia  liberata." 

Patricius  Bissetus,  also  of  good  family,  whose  descendante 
held  places  of  distinction  in  their  native  parish,  and  also  in 
Fife.  He  flourished  about  the  year  1400,  and  taught  the  Arts 
and  Canon  Law  at  Bologna,  and  nis  written  works  are  a  volume 
entitled  "  De  Irre^laritate,"  inscribed  to  Bonifacius  Gozadinus, 
and  another  entitled,  "  Lectiones  Ferioles." 

Jacobus  Laing^us,  a  descendant  of  the  Dempsters  of  Dor- 
laithers,  a  doctor  of  Divinity,  and  a  member  of  the  Sorbonne. 
He  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformation,  and 
wrote  several  works  bearing  upon  the  subject.  That,  perha])H 
best  known,  is  entitled,  "  De  Vita,  Doctrina  obitu  Lutheri,  Cal- 
vini,  aliorumque  hsereticorum."   He  died  at  Paris,  1694, etat.  93.* 

Henry  Scougal,  author  of  "  The  Life  of  God  in  the  Soul  of 
Man,"  was  rector  of  Auchterless  in  the  years  1673  and  1674, 
before  his  preferment  to  the  chair  of  Theology  in  the  King's 
College  and  University  of  Aberdeen. 

Peter  Garden,  a  farmer  in  this  parish  died  about  the  year 
1780,  at  the  advanced  age  of  132.  He  retained  his  faculties  to 
the  last.  He  was  married  to  his  second  wife  when  120  years 
old,  she  being  80 !  and  it  is  recorded  that "  he  danced  with 
great  glee  on  that  occasion. "f 

•  Vide  Hist.  Ecclea.  Gentis  Scotomm. 

+  **  He  lived  under  10  sovereigns,  Charles  I.,  Oliver  Cromwell,  Richard 
Cromwell,  Charles  II.,  James  II.,  William  and  Mary,  Anne,  George  I.,  II., 
and  III.  He  was  page  to  Ogilvie  of  Banff  before  that  gentleman  was  raised  to 
the  peerage,  and  was  one  of  the  garrison  in  the  castle  of  Towie  Barclay,  when 
Montrose  defended  it  against  Argyle.  Ho  recollected  having  been  sent  to  a 
wood  to  cut  boughs  for  8i)ear8,  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  hi  Us  latter  days 
he  used  to  describe  Montrose  as  '  a  little  black  man,  who  wore  a  ruff  as  the 
Udies  do  now-a-days.'  " — Statistical  Account  of  Auchtcrlesp,  IS  10. 
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IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

**  Cn^eus  Julius  Agricola,  in  the  year  after  Vespasian,  who  had 
sent  him  to  be  governor  in  Britain,  viz.,  about  the  year  of  the 
Christian  iEra,  79,  led  a  numerous  army  round  by  the  pass  of 
Stirling,  into  the  country,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Forth.  New 
nations,  or  tribes,  were  discovered,  which  the  Romans  wasted 
all  the  way  to  the  Tay.  The  people  fled  before  them ;  so  that 
Agricola,  m  his  progress,  haa  leisure  to  erect  many  forts  or 
castles. 

"  He  was  nearly  five  years  establishing  the  Roman  power 
north  of  the  Forth,  till  he  was  recalled  by  Domitian.  At  first, 
the  natives  in  winter,  demolished  the  summer  camps  or  for- 
tresses. But  these,  as  well  as  the  winter  residences,  were  at 
last  rendered  impregnable. 

"  When  Agricola  and  his  army  first  saw  the  river  Tay,  and 
the  adjacent  plain  on  which  Perth  is  now  situated,  they  cried 
out  with  one  consent,  Ecce  Tiber !  Ecce  Cavipus  Martins ! 
Behold  the  Tiber  1  Behold  the  field  of  Mars  1  Comparing 
what  they  saw,  to  their  own  river,  and  to  the  extensive  plain 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome."  The  Italians,  manv  ages  after, 
were  in  use  to  give  the  Tay,  the  name  of  New  fiber;  and 
Fordoun  gave  the  name  of  Tyber-more  (Tibber-muir),*  to  an 
extensive  moor  which  lies  west  of  the  town  of  Perth." 

At  Coupar  Angus,  there  are  still  visible  the  remains  of  a 
Camp,  said  to  have  been  formed  by  the  army  of  Agricola  in  his 
seventh  expedition  northward.  It  is  nearly  a  regular  square, 
enclosing  aoout  30  acres.  In  the  parish  of  Fordoun,  there  are 
still  the  vestiges  of  a  Roman  camp.  The  wall  and  ditch  which 
surrounded  the  praetorium  can  be  traced,  and  its  form  has  been 
that  of  an  oblong  square,  enclosing  a  large  area  of  ground.  In 
the  parish  of  Fetteresso,  there  is  the  Roman  encampment  called 
the  Ki  or  the  Rae-dikes,  on  Ury,  the  remains  of  which  are  very 
distinct.  In  form  this  camp  is  an  irregularly  outlined  oblong 
square,  enclosing  about  25  acres,  with  deep  trenches,  and  is  saiu 
to  have  been  occupied  by  Agricola's  troops  before  his  engage- 
ment with  Galgacus,  the  Scottish  king.  Next  we  have  the  Roman 
encampment  ad  Devanha'tn,  on  the  hill  of  Old-town,  in  the 
parish  of  Peterculter.  Northward  of  this  camp,  are  the  fortified 
posts  on  the  Keir-hill  in  Skene,  and  on  Benachie,  and  at  Pit- 

*  Tibbermuir  haa  given  its  name  to  the  first  battle  that  was  fought  between 
the  Marquis  of  Montrose  and  the  Covenanters.  Before  the  engagement,  the 
Covenanters  were  addressed  by  one  of  their  leaders  thus  : — "If  our  God,"  eaitl 
he,  ''spoke  a  word  of  truth  out  of  my  mouth,  I  promise  you  in  His  name, 
assured  victory  this  day." 
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caple,  all  lying  directly  in  the  line  of  process  of  the  old  Roman 
armies  to  the  castra  cestiva  at  Glenmailen,  all  of  which  are 
distinctly  delineated  in  the  Itinerary  of  Ptolemy,  and  on  the 
Britannia  Romana  of  Richard  of  Cirencester,  and  must  remove 
all  doubts  that  the  Statio  ad  IthuTiam,  referred  to  in  these 
maps,  is  the  camp  at  Glenmailen,  one  of  the  most  ancient 
remains  of  antiquity  in  this  parish. 

The  Glenmailen  camp  occupies  a  prominent  position  on  the 
farms  of  Buss  and  Logie-Newton,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ythan,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  wells,  or  source 
of  the  stream.  The  north  enclosing  works  of  the  camp  follow 
the  windings  and  top  of  the  steep  banks  of  the  ravine,  or 
hollow,  through  which  the  Ythan  flows;  the  western  and 
southern  sides  are  straight  lines,  and  occupy  pretty  high 
ground,  and  remain  tolerably  well  defined ;  the  lower  eastern 
wall,  or  line  of  entrenchment,  has  been  somewhat  obUterated 
by  the  plough,  but  it  still  appears  as  a  ridge  raised  above  the 
adjoining  ground.  The  outfines  of  the  camp  were  accurately 
traced  and  measured  by  the  writer  in  1851,  and  the  area  was 
found  to  be  nearly  130  acres.  The  figure  of  it,  supposing  the 
river  side  to  be  a  straight  line,  is  that  of  a  parallelogram,  and 
the  ratio  of  its  sides  are  as  two  to  three ;  but  the  sides  are  not 
r<?ctangular,  the  south-west  and  north-east  angles  being  acute, 
and  the  other  two  obtuse.  The  only  relics  of  antiquity  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  camp,  was  that  of  an  urn  which 
contained  burnt  matter.  It  was  turned  up  by  the  plough  on 
the  hue  of  the  old  causeway  which  led  westward  through 
Forgue,  and  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  camp  numerous  flint 
arrow-heads,  or  elf-shots  have  been  found. 

The  character  and  style  of  this  great  work,  the  castra  sestiva, 
bear  evident  marks  of  Roman  origin,  that  it  had  been  erected 
by  the  Roman  armies  in  their  progress  northward,  we  have  the 
ample  testimony  of  the  itineraries  before  quoted. 

Looking  from  the  camp  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  we  see 
the  remains  of  double  lines  of  entrenchment  on  the  eastern  face 
of  Tillymorgan,  having  all  the  appearance  of  ancient  military 
works.  On  the  north-east  comer  of  the  camp,  and  in  a  hollow 
piece  of  ground  north  of  the  Ythan,  there  are  the  remains  of  a 
rampart  and  ditch,  which  appear  to  be  about  the  size  of  the  fort 
at  Pitcaplo.  About  a  mile  north-west  of  the  camp,  there  is  the 
elegant  circular  redoubt  on  the  Seed-hill  of  Auchaber,  which 
appears,  in  every  respect,  the  same  as  the  watch-tower  on  the 
Keir-hill  (CaiDuiir,  tne  fortress),  in  Skene. 

In  Major  General  Roy's  Mapjxi  Brittannice  SeptentrnonaZia, 
we  find  the  Glenmailen  camp  put  down  as  the  Castra  Agricolce. 
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Some  anti(iiiarians  attribute  its  construction  to  the  Emperor 
Severus,  and  others  on  a2)parently  better  grounds,  believe  thiit 
all  the  posts  north  of  the  Grampians  were  constructed  bv 
LoUius  Urbicus,  the  gallant  Lieutenant  of  Antoninus,  and, 
although  tliey  dilier  in  some  points  of  construction,  the^'  are, 
altogetiier,  not  inferior  to  similar  works  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Cirampians. 

The  remains  of  Druidical  circles  were  at  one  time  numerous 
throughout  the  parish,  but  most  of  them  have  disappearecL 
The  remains  of  the  most  remarkable  one  is  situateu  on  the 
Kirkhill,  or  the  Berryhill  of  Logic,  on  the  north  of  the  Camp, 
which  it  overlooks.  Here  there  are  three  concentric  circles, 
which  can  be  distinctly  traced,  with  several  large  standing 
stones*  of  a  white  quartzy  nature.  To  the  west  of  the  Kirk- 
hill, there  is  a  trench  of  about  four  feet  in  dejJth,  and  several 
hundred  yards  in  length,  called  Cumines  trench,  or  camp, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  a  station  of  the  Cumines  before 
their  retreat  from  Sliach  (the  SUnauch  oi  Barbour),  in  the 
neighbouring  parish  of  Drumblade,  where  they  lay  in  watch  of 
Bruce's  troops,  just  before  the  battle  of  Barra,  which  was  fought 
in  the  year  1308. 

Near  the  church,  there  is  a  small  artificial  mound  called  the 
Moat-head,  the  seat  of  the  ancient  baronial  courts,  and,  in  the 
neighbourhood,  there  is  the  Gallow-hill,  where  criminals  were 
executed  and  buried.  The  remains  of  a  chapel  on  Seg^t,  and 
the  well  of  the  Virgin  Mary  have  been  previously  noticed  in 
this  work. 


PARISH  OF  BANCHORYDEVENICK. 


Presbytery  of  Aberdeen — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
Nothing  satisfactory  has  been  determined  respecting  the 
etymology  of  Banchory,  and  also  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Devenick  But  although  the  etvmology  of  Banchory  be  uncer- 
tain, it  is  abundantly  evident  that  a  ereat  many  of  the  names 
of  places  in  the  parish,  north  of  the  l)ee,  are  (jaelic,  Murile, 
the  large  knoll ;  Cults,  the  back  lying  place  ;  iTichgarth,  Innis- 
goirty  the  island ;  and  Pitfodily  the  lioUow  in  the  long  hill ; 
Craigiebuckler,  the  rocky  gap,  &c. 

*  Though  stones  arc  scarce,  thcsn  are  still  spared. 
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BouTulanes, 
That  portion  of  the  parish  which  lies  north  of  the  Dee  in 
Aberdeenshire,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  New- 
hills,  and  partly  by  Old  Machar ;  on  the  east  by  Old  Machar 
aad  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen ;  on  the  south  by  the  river  Dee ; 
and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  Peterculter. 

Extent. 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  north  of  the  Dee,  measures 
four  miles  in  a  direct  line  along  the  valley  of  the  river,  and  the 
greatest  breadth  from  south  to  north  is  IJ  miles.  The  whole 
area,  exclusive  of  the  Bieldside  or  detached  portion  of  Peter- 
culter parish,  is  computed  to  be  2,374  acres. 

Topography. 
The  lowermost  point  is  on  the  Dee  at  the  bum  of  Ruthrieston, 
which  is  a  few  feet  below  high  water  mark,  and  the  highest 
land  on  the  Countesswells  road,  at  Moir*s  Parks,  is  420  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  parish  boundary  at  Auchinzell  is  50  feet, 
the  Railway  Station  at  Cults  is  126  feet,  and  the  Murtle  Station 
115  feet  above  sea  level  Both  these  stations  are  on  the  Dee- 
side  Railway.  The  surfiace  of  the  parish  is  uneven,  and  in  some 
parts  steep  and  rugged.  Along  the  left  bank  of  the  Dee,  there 
IS  a  continuous  cham  of  steep  gravelly  banks  running  parallel 
to  the  river,  from  the  lower  slopes  of  the  Kaimhill,  upwards  to 
Murtle,  which  border  the  haughs  of  lower  Kaimhill,  Garthdec, 
Inch^arth,  Cults,  and  Deebank,  with  several  OTavelly  islands  in 
the  river  opposite  to  Inchgarth  and  Deebauk.  Tlie  Kaimhill 
forms  a  very  prominent  point  in  the  lower  division  of  the 

Sarish.  But  from  the  old  ford  of  Auchinzell,  and  the  Carline- 
en,  the  land  rises  with  gentler  slopes  into  the  hill  of  Pitfodels, 
the  highest  point  of  which  is  413  feet.  From  the  haughs  of  Cults 
and  Deebank,  the  land  rises  with  abrupt  rugged  slopes  into  the 
higher  ridge  which  runs  along  the  north  boundary  with  Coun- 
tesswells, and  the  parish  of  Peterculter,  and  on  this  division 
there  is  a  pleasant  variety  of  cultivated  slopes,  wooded  knolls, 
and  rockv  crags,  which,  from  their  commanding  position  in  the 
valley  oi  the  Dee,  render  the  scenery  of  the  whole  district 
extremely  picturesque  and  beautifuL 

Geology  atid  Soils, 
Granite  of  a  dullish  grey  colour  forms  the  structure  of  that 
division  of  the  parish  east  of  the  den  of  Cults,  and  it  has  been 
worked  in  several  places  all  round  the  hill  of  Pitfodels.  It  is 
found  both  in  situ  and  in  large  boulders,  along  with  various 
kinds  of  gneiss,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  west  <livisi(>n  of  the 
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parish,  and  a  large  tract  of  country  lying  between  the  Dee  and 
the  Don,  and  between  the  granite  beds  of  Aberdeen  and  those 
on  the  hills  of  Fare  and  of  Corrennie.     Viewing  this  as  a  large 
crystalline  district,*  we  shall,  therefore,  extend  our  remarks  on 
it  beyond  the  bounds  of  this  parish,  and  describe  the  various 
kinds  of  gneisses  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  locality,  as,  by 
doing  so,  repetition,  to  some  extent,  will  be  avoided.     In  this 
range  of  the  country,  gneiss  of  the  usual  ternary  compound  of 
felspar,  quartz,  and  mica,  which  constitutes  this  rock  in  its  Wer- 
nenan  sense,  is  the  most  abundant.      It  is,  in  general,  small 
^[ranular,  and,  in  some  cases,  the  mica  occurs  in  layers,  alternat- 
ing with  slaty  laminse  of  felspar,  mica,  and  quartz,  while  in 
other  cases  it  is  formed  of  a  laminated  aggregate,  in  which  the 
three  minerals  are  blended  with  each  other,  and  has  a  very- 
beautiful  appearance ;  but  it  is  almost  worthless,  and  its  exis- 
tence a  great  drawback  to  agricultural  improvements.       In 
general,  this  rock  is  composed  of  minute  crystalline  masses  of 
true  felspar,  and  minute  speculae  of  common,  and  where  the 
quartz  is  but  sparingly  distributed,  and  amalgamated  with  the 
felspar  concretions,  and  in  the  absence  of  mica,  the  rock  is 
destitute  of  laminar  disposals,  and  may  be  confounded  with  true 
or  compact  felspar.     Besides  the  granular  slaty,  which  we  have 
briefly  described,  there  is  the  porphyritic  gneiss,  which  is  but 
sparingly  mixed  with  quartz ;  but  in  it  there  may  be  detected 
small  scales  of  mica  imbedded  in  the  felspar  crystals.    As  to  the 
colour  of  the  common  and  porphyritic  gneiss,  the  felspar  is  both 
grey  or  yellowish-white,  with  flesh-red  shade  ;  the  mica  is  either 
green  or  brownish-black,  and  the  quartz  grey.     Frequently  the 
schistose  stratified  disposition  of  the  rock  becomes  so  obscure 
that  it  is  often  mistaken  for  granite,  if  attention  be  not  paid  to 
the  general  parallelism  of  the  micaceous  scales  ;  and  as  to  the 
decomposition  of  the  rock,  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  this 
process  goes  on  more  quickly  in  gneisses  containing  little 
quartz,  than  in  those  in  which  it  is  more  abundant 

Alon^  the  haughs  of  the  Dee,  and  on  most  of  the  steep  banks 
of  the  river,  large  deposits  of  loose  gravel  and  sand  are  to  be 
found,  and  between  tne  size  of  the  ingredients  which  compose 
this  alluvial  series,  there  is  considerable  variety,  from  that 
which  forms  fine  sand  to  large  rounded  masses  of  quartz,  gneiss, 
greenstone,  and  syenite,  mostly  in  that  state  wluch  seems  to 
evince  a  long  subjection  to  aqueous  attrition. 

SoUa. — Where  these  conglomerate  beds  of  gravel  abound 
along  the  river,  a  sandy  soil  is  produced,  which  is  generally  of 

*  Besides  the  parish  of  Banchory-Devenick,  the  gneiss  district  comprhends 
the  parishes  of  Peterculter,  Dnimoak,  Echt,  Skene,  Newhills,  KinneUar,  Kin- 
tore,  and  small  parts  (»f  Kenmay  and  C'liiny. 
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an  inferior  q^uality ;  but,  being  long  subjected  to  high  manuring, 
it  is  not  unfertile,  it  is  made  to  jjroduce  good  crops.  On  the 
gentler  slopes,  and  when  the  soil  which  the  granite  and  the 
gneiss  supports  is  brought  into  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
good  crops  are  obtained,  although  the  decomposition  of  such 
rocks  does  not  produce  valuable  soil  It  is  only  where  cultiva- 
tion has  been  actively  and  judiciously  carried  out  that  we  find 
vegetation  in  any  shape  approaching  either  to  richness  or 
luxuriance.  On  the  higher  ground,  there  are  considerable  tracts 
covered  with  sandy  clay,  and  decomposed  rock,  with  a  want  of 
aluminous  matter,  hence  it  is  without  fertility.  But  over  the 
whole  parish  there  is  much  variety  in  the  soil,  there  is  good, 
bad,  and  indifferent. 

Arhosnculture  and  Botany, 

Few  trees  now  remain  of  the  old  Scots  fir  wood  of  Pitfodels, 
-which  occupied  several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  a  very  pro- 
minent position.  Several  years  ago,  the  land  was  laid  out, 
along  with  adjoining  land,  into  small  allotments,  which  are 
now  studded  with  residential  buildings  of  various  sizes  and 
shapes,  built  to  suit  the  owner,  or  the  whim  of  the  architect, 
-which  are  adorned  with  shrubs  and  small  clumps  of  young  trees, 
and  some  of  the  old  pines  which  have  been  allowed  to  remain. 
AloDg  the  river,  below  the  burn  of  Cults,  the  same  allotment 
system  has  been  carried  out,  and,  here,  several  fine  buildings 
hkve  been  erected,  within  larger  grounds,  which  have  been 
laid  out  by  ornamental  plantations  and  some  extensive  fruit 
and  vegetable  gardens,  so  that  altogether  the  eastern  division 
of  the  parish  is  pretty  nearly  occupied  by  suburban  residences 
of  the  city  of  Aberdeen.  West  of  the  bum  and  den  of  Cults, 
there  are  several  old  mansion  houses,  such  as  Cults  house.  Dee- 
bank,  and  several  others  on  smaller  properties,  which  are  well 
wooded,  and  highly  ornamented  bv  plantations  of  various  ages. 
At  Cults  house  there  are  some  well-ffrown  hard  wood  trees,  and, 
at  Deebank,  which  overlooks  the  valley  of  the  river,  to  the  east, 
there  are  also  some  fine  hard  wood  trees.  In  the  grounds  near 
the  house  of  Murtle,  in  the  extreme  south-west  comer  of  the 
parish,  there  are  some  fine  old  elm,  birch,  beech,  and  other 
hard  wood  trees,  mixed  with  spruce  and  silver  firs  of  a  very 
ornamental  character,  and  nortnward,  in  the  den,  and  on  the 
higher  ground,  towards  Countesswells,  the  plantations  of  Scots 
firs  seem  to  be  thriving.  On  Hillhead  of^  Pitfodels,  Prospect 
Place,  Morkeu,  and  CVaigiebuckler,  which  all  lie  in  the  north-east 
comer  of  the  parish,  the  clumps  and  belts  of  forest  trees  are 
highly  ornamental,  and  of  great  value  for  shelter.      In  the 
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grounds  around  the  fine  mansion  of  Craigiebuekler,  there  are 
some  well-grown  hard  wood  trees,  silver  firs,  &c,  of  a  vory 
ornamental  description,  wTiich,  along  with  a  considerable  exteut 
of  shelter  belts  and  clumps  of  planting,  render  this  place  one 
of  the  finest  residences  in  the  western  suburbs  of  Aberdeen. 

Botany. — ^The  botanical  productions  of  this  division  of  Ban- 
chory-Devenick  need  not  be  enumerated,  as  we  have  reason  to 
know  tliat  it  contains  no  rare  plants  which  are  not  given  in  the 
list  for  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Old  Machar,  and  that  it  does 
not  contain  such  plants  as  those  which  are  onlv  to  be  found 
along  the  sea  shore  ;  but  in  every  other  respt»ct  tfie  hotany,  and 
fauna  of  the  parish  may  be  viewed  as  the  same. 

Hydrography, 

The  principal  river  is  the  Dee,  which  bounds  this  division 
of  the  parish  on  the  south  for  a  distance  of  full  four  miles, 
following  the  windinjjs  of  the  river.  On  the  east,  the  parish 
hits  a  portion  of  the  burn  of  Ruthrieston,  below  the  Bridge  of 
Dee,  for  its  boundary.  In  the  middle,  it  is  intersected,  from 
north  to  south,  by  the  burn  of  Cults,  and  on  the  west,  it  is 
bounded  by  the  burn  of  Murtle.  The  burns  of  Cults  and  Murtle 
(which  are  utilized  for  jiropelling  the  machinery  of  two  meal 
mills),  along  with  many  fine  perennial  S2)ring^,  afford  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  water  for  the  district  The  main  aqueduct  of  the 
Aberdeen  water  is  carried  parallel  to  and  along  the  Deeside 
road,  from  west  to  eiist,  and  on  Brae  of  Pitfodels  stands  the 
main  reservoir  (162  feet),  connected  with  the  water  supply  to 
that  City.  In  the  bottom  of  the  den  of  Cults,  there  is  the 
hydraulic  engine  pumping  station,  and  on  the  Billhead  of 
Pitfodels  the  high  service  reservoir  (400  feet),  also  connected 
with  the  Aberdeen  water  supply. 

Fii<h  i  nrjA. 

The  salmon  fishing  in  the  Dee,  is  carried  on  by  net  and 
coble.  The  lluthrieston  fisliing  at  the  Bridge  of  Dee  (mostly 
within  high  water  mark),  along  with  those  as  far  up  the  river 
as  Murtle,  are  considered  to  be  about  the  best  in  the  Dee.  Rod 
fishing  for  sea  and  river  trout  is  considered  to  be  good,  and 
on  this  part  of  the  river  many  fine  salmon  are  caught  in  sj^riiig 
and  autumn, 

Famu'^  and  Farming. 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  value  of  residential  buildings,  woodlands,  mills,  manufac- 
tories, fishings,  &c.,  the  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  number 
and  rent  of  the  agricultural  holdings  in  a  classified  form  : — 
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Ko.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.        and  under  ££0.         and  under  £20.         and  under  £10. 

13  11  16  5  6 

And  three  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a -year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Banchory-Devenick, 

year  1872-73, £4,612  12  9 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         2,887  16  0 

Do.        Fishinffs  in  the  Dee,  Let, 170    5  0 

Do.        Mills,  Manufactories,  &c., 141    5  6 

•      Do.        Waterworks, 1,289    0  0 

t      Do.        Railways, 636    0  0 

Total  value, £9,736  19    3 

Land  mvnera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Michie  Forbes  Anderson,  Esq.  of  Deebank. 
John  Cardno  Couper,  Esq.  of  Craieiebuckler. 
James  Jamieson,  Esq.  of  rrospect  Place. 
George  Collie,  Esq.  of  Morkeu. 
William  Stephen,  Esq.  of  West  Cults. 
George  Davidson,  Esq.  of  Wellwood. 
George  Gibb  Shirra  Gibb,  Esq.  of  Cults. 
James  CoUie,  Esq.  of  Viewbank. 
Trustees  of  the  late  William  Henderson  of  Abbothall. 
Thomas  Douglas,  Esq.  of  AiryhalL 
Kobert  Collie,  Esq.  of  Braeside. 
John  Moir  Clark,  Esq.  of  Garthdee. 
Heirs  of  the  late  Thomas  Gordon  of  Upper  Kaimhill. 
Heirs  of  the  late  Mrs.  Thurbum  of  Murtle. 
Misses  Williamson  of  Beech-hill. 

Bepreeentatives  of  the  late  William  Campbell  of  Kenfield. 
Trustees  of  the  late  Peter  Williamson  of  Craigton. 
George  Collie,  Esq.  of  Middleton. 
George  Skene  Ta^or,  Esq.  of  Inchgarth. 
Thomas  Baird,  £^.  of  Enfield. 
Patrick  Bannerman,  Esq.  of  Fuschia  Bank. 
James  Ogston,  Esq.  of  Norwood  HalL 
The  Deeside  Railway.Company. 

The  Commissioners  under  Aberdeen  Police  and  Water  Works  Act 
of  1862. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  all,  45. 

Fanfaing. — ^Unless  where  the  land  is  under  feuing  conditions, 
leases  are  usually  granted  for  a  period  of  19  years,  and  the  rota- 
tion of  cropping  that  of  the  fifth  course,  viz.,  1st,  oats,  or  barley, 
sown  with  grass  seed,  after  turnips  or  other  green  crop  ;  2n(l., 
1st  grass  ;  3rd,  2nd  years',  grass  ;  4th  oats  ;  and  5  th  turnips. 
Occasionally  wheat  is  sown  after  the  turnip  or  potato  crop. 

*  The  Valuation  here  entered  in  taken  from  the  Valuation  Roll  of  the  County,  and  that  which 
la  previously  given,  under  the  head  of  "  Ocuvral  Statistics,"  at  page  17,  is  from  a  return  made  to 
us  b>  the  TrMsurer  of  Police  for  the  city  of  Aberdeen. 

t  The  Valuation  here  entered  is  taken  from  the  Valuation  Roll  of  the  County,  and  that  which 
Vn  previously  ffiven,  under  the  head  of  "  General  Statistics/*  also  at  page  17,  is  from  a  return  made 
tu  OS  I7  the  Gent-rsl  Manager  of  the  Deeside  Railway. 
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Farm  buildings,  in  general,  are  small,  and  of  an  inferior 
description,  larger  houses  not  being  required,  as  most  of  the 
crop  is  sold  in  the  Aberdeen  market,  along  with  dairy  produce, 
so  that  large  building  are  not  required  for  carrying  on  the 
system  of  farming  which  is  generally  pursued. 

Roads. 

The  north  Deeside  turnpike  road  intersects  the  parish  from 
east  to  west ;  the  old  Deeside  road  runs  parallel  to  it,  but 
nearer  the  Dee,  from  Mains  of  Ruthrieston  to  the  bum  of  Cults; 
and  the  Countesswells  road  runs  from  Mannofield,  by  Billhead 
of  Pitfodels,  which,  along  with  several  cross-roads,  aftbrd  the 
most  ample  means  of  communication  for  the  district. 

The  Cults  Station  of  the  Deeside  Railway,  distant  four  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  is  very  centrally  situated  for  the  parish.  The 
old  Bridge  of  Dee  spans  the  river  at  Ruthrieston,  and  a  foot 

Eassenger  suspension  bridge  near  the  burn  of  Cults,  which  was 
uilt  in  1838,  by  the  late  incumbent  of  the  parish  (Rev.  Dr. 
Morrison!  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  parishioners 
w^ho  reside  in  the  nortli  division  of  the  parish. 

Inns  and  Alehouses, 
There  are  only  two  licensed  houses  in  the  district,  one  of 
them  only  for  the  sale  of  drink  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BANCHORY-DEVFNICK,  DURING 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  Hth  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  Assessments,         ....      £916    3    1 
Do.      from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,        43  13    3 

£959  16    4 

BSxpeiidUure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,   . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,  .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Law  Expenses, 

Balance  in  hand,     . 

£959  16    4 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


£790    9 

2 

5    7 

0 

22  13 

6 

93    8 

0 

18    2 

2 

20  16 

6 

Population 

in 

1861. 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Oaisual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

Males. 

Females.   Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

16 

Depend- 
antfi. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

2,919 

30 

71          101 

43 

7 

8 

2 

8 
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Expended  on  Buildings,  being  authorised  Poorhouses,  £133  10s. 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  with  a  classification  of 
rates  upon  tenants  and  occupants,  and  there  are  four  elected 
members,  or  managers  on  the  Board. 

ABSTRACT  OP  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND  ACT). 

Receipts  from  Assessments, £5    5    5 

£5    5    5 


IL— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  Aberdeenshire  division  of  Banchory-Devenick  lies  to  the 
north  of  the  Dee,  and  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  City  and 
burgh  of  Aberdeen,  that  it  may  be  said  it  has  no  special  history 
of  its  own. 

The  old  Bridge  of  Dee  is  wholly  within  the  parish,  and  here 
a  battle  was  fought  between  Montrose  and  tne  Covenanters, 
which  has  been  noticed  in  the  Civil  History  of  Aberdeen. 
On  the  west  point  of  the  Kaimhill,  there  is  on  the  old  Deeside 
road,  the  "  Two  Mile  Cross,"  which  is  now  obliterated  by  recent 
improvements.  Below  the  "  Two  Mile  Cross,"  and  on  the  crest 
of  a  small  ravine  or  hollow  which  runs  backwards  a  short 
distance  from  the  river,  there  was  to  be  seen,  until  very  recently, 
the  ruins  of  the  old  castle  of  Ktfodels.*  But  these  liave  disap- 
peared, and  the  site  of  the  building  is  now  within  the  grounds 
of  Norwood  HalL 

At  the  mouth  of  the  bum  of  Cults,  the  Dee  is  spanned  by  St. 
Devenick's  foot-bridge.  As  before  stated,  it  was  built  by  the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison,  who  left,  at  his  death,  a  sum  of  money 
for  its  support  Near  by  the  north  end  of  this  bridge,  the  "Com- 
mLssioners  under  the  Aberdeen  Police  and  Water  Works  Act, 
1862,"  erected  a  powerful  hydraulic  engine  for  pumping  water 
to  their  high  service  reservoir  on  Hillhead  of  Pitfoaels,  which, 
along  with  their  mains  and  service  pipes,  and  the  large  reser- 
voir on  Brae,  are  valued  at  £548  a  year. 

*  The  lands  of  Pitfodels  had  long  been  the  possession  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Menzies,  who  always  stood  true  to  the  king  and  constitution,  as  the  old 
bsDad  says  : — 

"  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Pitfodels, 
Did  for  King  Charles  wear  tiie  bine." 
In  the  "  Memorials  of  Angus  and  Mearns,"  it  is  stated  that  the  late  John 
Menzies,  Esq. ,  presented  the  estate  and  mansion  house  of  Pitfodels,  to  the  Catholic 
Bishops  of  Scotland,  which  is  incorrect.  In  1827,  Mr.  Menzies  presented  the 
mansion  house,  and  estate  of  Blairs,  in  the  parish  of  Maryculter  to  the  Catholic 
Bishops,  who  enlarged  the  mansion,  and  fitted  it  up  as  a  collese  ;  but  it  never 
had  any  connection  with  the  estate  of  Pitfodels,  which  was  left  by  Mr.  Men- 
zies to  trustees,  and  by  them  it  was  sold  or  feued  out  in  small  lots. 
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III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Cults  Free  Clnirch,  and  one  of  the  Parochial  Schools, 
stands  on  the  lands  of  Cults,  near  the  Railway  Station,  lu 
1873,  a  church,  or  chapel  of  ease  in  connection  with  the 
Established  Church  wsis  built  at  Crairiebuckler. 

School  Board. — ^Tliere  are  seven  elected  members  on  the 
Board.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Paul,  D.D.,  is  chairman  ;  John  Stuart, 
clerk  and  treasurer.  There  are  seven  schools  within  the  parish, 
and  the  school  rate  is  2d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught 
No  return  of  Scholars  has  oeen  made  to  the  School  Board. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

In  1850,  a  little  to  north  of  the  mansion  house  of  Cults,  there 
was  found  "  two  coffins  of  stone,  contjiining  skulls,  bones,  and 
such  like  remembrances  of  mortality."  Around  these  coffins 
there  was  a  row,  or  circle  of  stones,  enclosing  an  areA  of  about 
18  feet  in  diameter.  In  the  same  locality  there  are  still  three 
lar^^e  cairns,  which  have  not  been  opened  up. 

At  the  Two  Mile  Cross  there  is  a  large  stone, "  wliich  is  called 
by  some  Uruidical ;   and  near  this  stone  is  the  place  where — 

**  Craigievar  said  to  his  men 

You  may  play  on  your  shield, 
For  the  proudest  Seton  in  all  the  Ian' 
This  (uiy  lies  on  the  field." 


PARISH  OF  BELHELVIE. 


Presbytery  of  Aberdeen — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 

The  name  of  this  parish  in  Gaelic  simifies  tlie  toum,  or  the 
place  of  many  streams  "  and,  accordingly,  there  are  seven  small 
rivulets  that  rise,"  and  fall  into  the  sea,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  parish, 

Bouvxlaries. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  Foveran  ;  on  the 
east  by  the  German  Ocean  (along  which  it  has  a  sea  board  of 


GEOLOGY   AND   SOIL&  255 

about  five  miles,  six  furlongs) ;  on  the  south  by  the  parish  of 
Old  Machar  ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  New  Machar. 

Extent 
Its  greatest  length  from  south  to  north  measures  six  miles 
in  a  direct  line,  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  east  to  west 
measures  4J  miles,  also  in  a  direct  line.      The  whole  area  is 
estimated  to  be  about  12,685  acres,  402  decs. 

Topography, 

The  surface  of  the  parish  is  very  undulatory,  especially  along 
the  sea  coast,  from  which  ridges  rise  into  hills  of  considerable 
altitude  towards  the  western  boundary.  The  hill  of  Tarbathie, 
which  stands  on  the  south-eastern  comer  of  the  parish,  is  174 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  Over-hill  is  465  feet  The  hill  of 
Wester  Craigie,  or  Kingseat,  which  is  the  highest  land  in  the 
parish,  is  540  feet,  and  the  church  stands  80  feet  above  sea 
level  The  ridge  which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the 
'  parish,  runs  from  north  of  the  Corbie  loch,  in  Old  Machar,  by 
kingseat,  to  Balnakettle  in  Udny.  The  central  ridge  runs  from 
the  Over-hill  of  Belhelvie  Lodge,  by  Shiels,  northward  bv 
Darraliill ;  and  in  the  eastern  division,  there  is  a  chain  of  small 
rounded  hills,  which  commences  with  the  Fife  hills  on  the 
south,  and  run  north,  by  Hatton,  Keir,  Orrok,  the  hill  of 
Mennie,  and  terminate  at  Aikenshill,  on  the  Foveran  boundary 
of  the  parish. 

Geology  and  Soils, 

The  sea  coast  is  composed  of  a  beach  of  fine  sand,  boarded  by 
low  broken  sand-hills,  which  are  kept  together  by  the  common 
sea-reed,  or  mat  grass  (ammophila  arundinacea\  which  most 
eftectually  prevents  the  drifting  sand  from  furtner  encroach- 
ments, feordering  these  sand-hills  on  the  west,  there  is  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  flat  alluvial  land,  composed  of  deposits  of 
I)eat  earth,  sand,  and  water-worn  pebbles,  and,  further  inland, 
there  are  large  deposits  of  clay  and  small  pebbles.  The  Fife 
liills,  which  he  between  the  Black-dog  and  the  bum  of  Millden, 
are  mostly  composed  of  rough  gravel  and  pebbles,  and  between 
Millden  and  Aikenshill,  there  are  large  deposits  of  dilluvial 
ciav,  some  of  which  is  very  tenacious,  and  in  several  places,  a 
ricn  clay  loam  overlies  small  water- worn  pebbles,  and  rounded 
boulder  stones.  On  this  part  of  the  Belhelvie  shore,  that  is 
between  Millden  and  Leyton  of  Mennie,  there  is  supposed  to 
be  a  great  depth  of  peat  moss  underlying  the  sandL  and  gra- 
vel, and  it  is  believed  that  at  one  time  an  extensive  forest 
existed  here,  not  only  along  the  shore,  but  that  it  extended  a 
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long  way  seaward,  as  occasionally,  and  in  easterly  gales,  la»e 
blocks  of  compact  peat  moss,  mixed  with  what  appears  to  be 
trunks  and  branches  of  oak  trees,  are  frequently  thrown  ashore. 
From  a  point  on  the  shore  near  the  Black-dog,  a  vein  of  green- 
stone or  trap  rock  may  be  traced  running  in  a  north-westerly 
direction  throu^out  the  whole  parish,  and  into  the  interior  of 
the  country.  The  configuration  of  that  part  of  the  parish 
tlurough  which  this  vein  runs  is  hilly  and  rugged.  The  breadth 
of  the  vein  varies  considerably  at  many  points,  and  between  the 
clay  beds  and  the  minutely  comminuted  sands  on  the  sea  shore, 
lar^e  rolled  fragments  ana  blocks  of  coarse  syenitic  rock  occur, 
while  on  the  west  side  of  the  vein,  granite  m  compact  masses 
and  outliers  are  to  be  found  in  larjife  qiiantities. 

Along  the  burn  of  Potterton  or  Millden,  a  mass  of  serpentine 
rock  runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  greenstone  vein,  and  no 
doubt  is  associated  with  it,  however,  we  are  not  able  to  assert 
that  such  is  the  fact  In  the  western  division  of  the  parish, 
there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  moss  in  many  places,  and 
some  of  it  is  of  considerable  depth ;  but  as  it  is  of  the  usual 
description  of  flow  moss,  it  requires  no  special  notica 

Arb<yi*iculture  and  Botany. 

On  the  eastern  and  more  exposed  half  of  the  parish,  the 
plantations  consist  of  some  clumps  and  belts  of  trees  at  Bal- 
medie  house,  Blairton,  Orrok,  at  the  Manse,  and  at  Mennie 
house,  with  thorn  and  beech  hedges,  and  elder  bushes  at  several 
farm  houses.  These  clumps  of  planting  are  composed  chiefly 
of  hard  wood  trees,  such  as  ash,  plane,  Deech,  elm,  alder,  anS 
willows.  Along  the  bum  of  Potterton,  and  by  Belhelvie  Lodge, 
Meadow-bank,  and  at  Ardo,  there  are  some  large  clumps  and 
belts  -of  Scots  firs,  larch,  and  hard  wood,  and  on  some  of  the 
rocky  hill-tops  on  Over-hill,  Ardo,  and  the  Craigies  ;  but  alto- 
gether they  are  only  stunted  bushes.  The  chmate  does  not 
appear  to  suit  the  growth  of  trees,  which  are  much  wanted  in 
the  district  for  shelter,  apart  from  ornament. 

Botany. — The  following  plants  are  selected  as  being  amongst 
the  rarer  kinds,  besides  those  w^iich  are  most  common  in  the 
district : — 

Agrostina  g'Uhago — Com  Cockle.     AgrostU  canina — Brown  Bent  Grass. 

Arenaria  marina — Sea  Spurry,  Sand -wort.  Arenaria  peploules — Seaside  Sand- 
wort. 

Areraria  rubra — Purple  Sand- wort.     Arundo  phragmite^— Common  Reed. 

A  vena  puhencem — Downy  Oat  Grass.  A  vena  pratensie — Narrow-leaved  Oat  Grass, 

Botrychium  lunaria — Common  Moon- wort.  Bromus  eecalinus — Smooth-rye 
Brome  Grass. 

Carex  hiria — Haiiy  Carex.     Cochlearia  officinalis — Common  Scurvy  Grass. 

H^chium  vulgart — Common  Viper*8  Bugloss.  Eriophorum  vaginatum — Hare'a- 
tail  Cotton  Grsss. 
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Festuea  rtibra — Creepinjy;  Fescue.     Festuca  eUUior — Tall  Fescue. 

C/entiana  campeatris — Field  Gentian.     Onap?udium  gennanicum — Common  Cud- 
weed. [Rose. 

Habenaria  viridis — Green  Habenaria.     Hdianthemum  vtUgare — Common  Rock 

Hypericum  quculrangulum — Square  St.  John's-wort.      Hydrococtyle  vulgaris — 
Marsh-penny,  White-rot. 

Iris  pseuda-corus — Yellow  Water  Iris.     Lepidium  Smithii — Hairy  Mithridate 
Mustard. 

Linum  caikarticum — Purging  Flax.    Listera  cordata — Heart -leaved  Tway-blade. 

LUhaspermum  maritima — Seaside  Gromwell.    Lycopodiam  selaginoides — Prickly 
Club-moss. 

Mtpriea  gale — Sweet  gale,  Dutch  Myrtle.     Pamassia  pcUustris— Common  Grass 
of  Parnassus. 

Poa  Tnariihna — Creeping  Sea  Meadow  Grass.     Potamogelon  lanceolatus — Lance- 
leaved  Pond-we^. 

Pedicularis  Palttstris — Marsh  LouBe-wort.     Radiola  miilegrana — All-seed. 

Salixfusea — Dwarf  Silky  Willow.     Salix  viminalis — Common  Willow,  Osier. 

SaUola  kali — Prickly  Salt- wort.      Saxifra^a  granuUUa — White  Meadow  Saxi- 
frage. 

Seandkt  /wcfen— Needle  CherviL     Seirpus  lacustris — Bullrush. 

Scirpus  setaceous — ^Bristle-stalked  Club-rush.       Solanum  dulcarnara — Woody 
Night-shade,  Bitter  Sweet. 

Sadum  villosum — Hairy  Stone  Crop.     Sparganium  >iatow«— Floating  Burr-reed. 

Sftergula  nodosa — Knotted  Spurry.     Spergtda  arvensis — ^Com  Spurry. 

Spergula  rubulata — Fringe  Awl-shaped  Spurry.  Staticearmeria — Common  Thrift. 

Tormenlilla  repiens — Trailing  TormentiL     TrUicum  junceum— Sea  Wheat  Grass, 
Ruflh  Wheat. 

Utricularia  vulgaris — Greater  Bladder- wort.     Ulricularia  minor — Smaller  Blad- 
der-wortb 

Hydrography, 

Besides  the  bounding  bums  of  Black-dog,  and  Newtvle,  there 
are  the  bums  of  Millden  (on  which  there  is  the  small  loch  of 
Potterton),  E^gie,  Hopeshill,  Orrok,  and  Mennie,  with  their 
small  tributaries.  There  are  also  numerous  perennial  springs 
throughout  the  parish,  some  of  them  being  strong  chaly beates, 
and  some  of  them  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphuret  of  iron. 
The  parish  is,  upon  the  wnole,  pretty  well  supplied  with  water. 

Farms  and  Fai^raing. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  a  classified  form : — 

No.  •!  ftnd  aboire     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £M  £20  £10  £6 

of  jrcarljr  rent        and  under  £100.       «ad  under  £50.         and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

31  41  40  24  31 

And  eight  occnpants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a  year. 

Valnatjon,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Belhelvie,  year 

1872-73 £10,853  13  6 

Do.       Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,        1,398    2  7 

Do.        Salmon  Fishinss 466    0  0 

Do.        Mills,  Chiy-beds,  Alehouses,  Ac 65    0  0 

Total  value £12,772  160 

Q 
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Land  oivners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Trustees  of  the  late  Peter  Harvey  of  Ardo. 

William  James  Lnmsden,  Esq.  of  Balmedie. 

John  Ramsay,  Esq.  of  Craigie. 

Colonel  Thomas  Lumsden  of  Belhelvie  Lodge. 

James  Walker,  Esq.  of  Blairton. 

The  Society  of  Advocates  in  Aberdeen,  lands  of  Hatton. 

Misses  Helen,  Catherine,  and  Bobina  Rachel  Tamer  of  Mennie. 

Robert  Still,  Esq.  of  MiUden. 

The  Trustees  of  the  late  James  Reid  of  Muirton. 

The  Trustees  of  Alexander  Dingwall  of  Rannieston. 

Alexander  Chambers  Hunter,  Esq.  of  Tilleiy. 

Sir  Charles  Forbes,  Bart.,  of  Newe,  lands  ot  Whitecaims. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Harvey,  or  Allan  of  Potterton. 

John  Grant  Bully  Orrok,  Esq.  of  Orrok. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  all,  13. 

Farming. — Leases  are  generally  granted  for  19  years,  and 
the  usual  rotation  of  cropping  is  that  of  the  fifth-shift  course. 
On  the  larger  farms,  the  nouses  are  generally  good,  but  on  the 
smaller  holdings,  many  of  them  are  of  an  inferior  description, 
with  thatched  roofs.  Fully  one  half  of  the  land  in  the  south 
and  west  division  of  the  parish  at  present  under  cultivation, 
has  been  reclaimed  within  the  past  two  19  years.  A  good  deal 
of  it  is  of  a  light  gravelly  description,  and  some  of  it  moss,  on 
a  clay  subsoil,  with  large  quantities  of  boulder  stones,  which 
have  been  partly  used  in  the  erection  of  houses  and  dykes,  and 
in  draining.  The  older  enclosed  loamy  land,  on  rotterton, 
Belhelvie  Lodge,  some  on  the  Craigies,  and  on  Ardo,  is  of 
a  better  quality,  and  produces  fair  crops  of  oats,  turnips,  and 
grass.  On  the  eastern  division,  the  clay,  and  the  loamy  clay 
soils,  generally  produce  rich  crops.  Ihe  larger  farms  are 
mostly  all  enclosed,  either  by  stone  dykes,  some  hedgerows 
and  ditches,  which,  to  a  certam  extent,  make  up  for  the  want 
of  shelter  from  trees. 

Mansion  Houses. 
The  Mansion  Houses  of  Balmedie  and  Mennie,  are  elegaDt 
modern  buildings,  surrounded  by  ornamental  plantations  and 
well-kept  grounds.  Those  of  Orrok  and  Hopeshill  are  occupied 
by  the  tenants .  of  the  home  farms.  Those  upon  Millden, 
Potterton,  Muirton,  and  Ardo,  are  small  Mansions,  little  better 
than  ordinary  good  farm  houses.  Belhelvie  Lodge  is  an  old 
square  buildmg,  which  probably  has  more  pretentions  to  com- 
fort within,  than  to  appearance  from  without.  The  Manse  is 
an  old  building,  but  recently  put  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  The 
Church  is  also  an  old  buildmg,  and  is  seated  for  519.  The 
Glebe  contains  about  five  acres  of  superior  land. 
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Roads. 
The  Aberdeen  and  Ellon  turnpike  road  intersects  the  eastern 
division  of  the  parish  for  about  tive  miles,  from  south  to  north, 
and  the  Udny  turnpike  road  intersects  the  western  division, 
which,  with  the  old  Ellon  road,  by  Belhelvie  Lodge,  Shiels, 
Suiiddyburn,  &c.,  and  with  several  good  cross-roads,  the  parish 
is  well  accommodated.  The  church  is  about  eight  miles  from 
Aberdeen,  which  is  the  nearest  Railway  Station. 

Markets  and  Fairs. 
The  annual  Kepple-tryst,  which  was  formerly  held  on  the 
lluir  of  Shiels,  has  oeen  discontinued  for  some  time. 

Inns  aTid  Alehouses. 
There  are  three  Alehouses  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish 
where  ale  and  spiritous  liquors  are  sold. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BELHELVIE,  DURING 

THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1S7L 

Receipts  from  Assessments,         ....       £596    2  10 
Do.      from  Mortificatioiis,  and  all  other  sources,  8  17    3 

£605    0    1 

Expenditure. 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,   .  £487  0     IJ 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 9  10 

Medical  Relief, 18  0    0 

Management, 41  4    9 

Repayment  of  Money  borrowed  on  security  of 

Assessment, 34  19    4 

Balance  in  hand 14  14  lOi 

£605    0    1 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


PopulAtfon 

in 

186L 

lUUered  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  reUef . 

Oasual  Poor. 

Fatuooa 

or 
Inaaae. 

Melee. 

remele..   ToUL  ^  ^JJ^*' 

Regis, 
terod 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ante. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ante. 

;     1.807 

20 

46         66 

61 

8 

11 

3 

7 

3 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  three 
elected  members,  or  managers  on  the  Board 
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II._CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Few  remains  of  antiquity  are  to  be  found  in  this  parish,  an<l 
none  to  attract  notice.  At  one  time,  it  is  said,  there  were  two 
or  three  Druidical  circles ;  but  not  a  vestige  of  one  of  them 
remains.  A  great  number  of  barrows  or  tumuli  were  scatt^re^l 
over  the  muirs,  west  of  the  hills  of  Fife,  where,  it  is  said,  a 
very  destructive  battle  was  fought;  but  when,  or  bv  whom,  therv 
is  no  traditioa  The  cairns  were  found  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  sea,  and  seem  to  have  ranged  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  several  miles  inland.  Most  of  the  larger  eainis 
were  circular,  and  formed  of  earth  and  loose  stones,  with  an 
outside  ditch,  or  trench,  enclosing  about  one  fourth  of  an  acre, 
and  immediately  around  these,  the  smaller  cairns  were  more 
numerous  than  on  the  other  parts  of  the  muir.  In  removing 
some  of  the  larger  cairns,  there  were  found  coarse  earthen  urns, 
which  contained  ashes  and  calcined  bones ;  but  in  the  smaller 
ones  nothing  was  ever  found.  In  improving  the  muir  adjoin- 
ing one  of  the  larger  barrows,  some  gold  ornaments  of  a  rude 
manufacture  were  found,  which  were  said  to  have  been  of  con- 
siderable value,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  gold  contained  in 
them.  On  part  of  the  alluvial  beach,  along  the  sea  shore,  there 
is  a  bed  of  yellowish  flints,  in  which  a  number  of  well  forme*! 
arrow-heads  have  been  found. 

When  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  was  the  establishes! 
religion  of  the  country,  it  is  said  there  were  four  places  of 
worship  in  the  parish.  Two  of  them  have  entirely  disappeared, 
the  ruins  of  one  of  them,  on  Millden,  are  still  to  he  seen,  witli 
the  burying  ground  around  it ;  and,  it  is  said,  the  east  gable 
of  the  present  church  is  part  of  another.  In  clearing  away  the 
ruins  ot  one  of  these  places  of  worship,  several  small  silver  coins 
were  found ;  but  none  of  them  were  of  any  value,  or  great 
antiquity. 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Clmrch  stands  within  about  a  mile  of  the  nortli- 
eastem  boundary  of  the  parish,  and  about  the  same  distance 
from  the  sea,  and  is  not  very  well  situated  for  the  inhabitants 
in  the  south  and  west  divisions  of  the  parish  The  money 
stipend  is  £55  2s.  8d. ;  meal  104  bolls ;  bear  53  bolls,  payable 
by  fiars  prices  of  the  County.  The  Glebe  is  valued  at  XI 5 
a-year,  and  the  Manse  and  offices  at  £25. 
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There  is  a  Free  Church  and  Manse  at  Potterton,  and  a  United 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Shiels. 

Tlie  Parochial  Register  dates  from  1623,  and  has  been  pretty 
regularly  kept. 

The  parish  schoolmaster  has  long  been  in  receipt  of  the  legal 
emoluments,  and  of  the  Dick  and  Milne  bequests. 

School  Board, — There  are  seven  members  on  the  Board — 
Alexander  Campbell,  Blairton,  is  chairman,  Alexander  Forrest, 
clerk,  treasurer,  and  officer.  School  rate,  Jd.  per  £.  Bible  and 
Catechism  taught  There  are  four  schools  m  the  parish,  and 
237  scholars. 

IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

The  most  eminent  character  connected  with  the  parish  was  the 
Rev.  A  FoKSYTH,  LL.D.,  late  minister,  who  was  the  inventor 
of  the  percussion  cap,  which  has  superseded  the  old  flint  locks 
for  many  years. 

An  ingenious  farmer  of  the  name  of  Skene,  in  Laingseat  of 
Wester  Hatton,  had  the  screw-propellor  fairly  at  work  in  a 
small  boat  on  his  mill-dam,  for  at  least  twelve  months  before 
the  invention  was  brought  out  by  Smith  of  Uddingstone. 
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Presbyteby  of  Kincardine  O'Neil — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
The  name  of  this  parish  has  been  greatly  corrupted.  It  has 
been  written  Preisa,  and  then  Breiss,  which  is  said  to  signify 
in  Gaelic,  a  "  wood  or  thicket."  In  some  writings  it  is  called 
Brass,  and  now  it  is  Birse,  signifying  a  "  bush,"  either  of  which 
would  express  what  was  formerly  the  general  appearance  of 
the  parish — ^a  thicket  of  trees — the  remains  of  wliich  bear  abun- 
dant testimony. 

Boundaries. 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  bv  the  river  Dee,  and 
the  parishes  of  Abovne  and  Kincardine  O  Neil ;  on  the  east  by 
the  parish  of  Strachan  in  Kincardineshire  ;  on  the  south  also 
bv  tne  parish  of  Strachan,  and  the  parish  of  Lochlee  in  Forfar- 
shire ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  old  parish  of  Glentanar. 
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•  Extent 
Its  ^eatest  length  from  north-east  to  south-west,  measuring 
in  a  direct  line,  is  lOJ  miles ;  au<l  its  greatest  breadth  from 
south  to  north,  also  in  a  direct  line,  is  7i  miles.  The  whole 
area,  exclusive  of  the  Percy  portion  of  Aboyne  parish,  is 
computed  to  be  31,444  acres,  959  decs. 

Topography. 

Birse  occupies  the  south-eastern  comer  of  the  County,  in  the 
upper  valley  of  the  Dee,  and  lies  wholly  between  the  nver  and 
the  Grampians.  Besides  the  wild  valley  of  the  water  of  Aven, 
or  Adn,  wnich  forms  the  south  boundary  of  the  parish,  and  tlie 
valley  of  the  Dee,  which  chiefly  forms  the  north,  there  are  three 
divisional  valleys  : — first,  that  which  is  formed  by  the  water  of 
Feuffh  or  Glen-birse ;  second,  the  valley  of  Midstrath,  formed 
by  the  water  of  Glen-cat ;  and  third,  tliat  which  is  formed  by 
tne  bum  of  Birse,  in  the  valley  of  the  Saar-towns.  The  most 
northerly  ridge  of  hills,  commence  at  the  rocks  of  luchbare 
on  the  Dee,  (270  feet  above  sea  level),  and  run  by  the  hills  of 
Marywell  and  Balfour,  towards  Cairn-ferg.*  The  middle  ridge 
runs  from  Glenflendrum  and  the  Shooting-greens,  or  Cairn 
O'Month  road  (600  feet),  westward,  by  the  hill  of  Tom's  Cairn 
(1016  feet),  and  terminates  at  Glencat ;  the  southern  range  of 
mountains  lie  between  the  Feugh  and  the  Aven,  and  compre- 
hends that  portion  of  the  Grampians,  known  as  the  Peterhill 
(2023  feet),  Mulbrax  and  others,  westward  to  the  Gainach 
(2396  feet),  which  forms  the  south-west  bounding,  and  highest 
mountain  in  the  parish. 

The  lowest  point  of  land  in  the  north-east  comer  of  the  parish 
is  on  the  Dee,  nearly  opposite,  but  below  Woodend  cottage, 
and  about  232  feet  above  sea  level ;  the  roadway  on  the 
Bridge  of  Potarch  is  301  feet  4  inches,  and  the  highest  point 
on  the  river  (410  feet),  is  at  the  influx  of  the  bum  of  Ault- 
dinny,  a  little  above  the  Suspension  bridge  across  the  Dee,  at 
Aboyne.  The  church  of  Birse  is  380  feet  above  sea  level  The 
water  of  Feugh,  at  Whitestones,  on  the  Caim  O'Month  road,  is 
300  feet ;  the  Feughside  road,  at  Percy,  is  388  feet ;  the  stone 
of  Corse-dardar,f  is  745  feet;   and  the  old  castle  of  Birse, 

♦  On  Cairn-ferg,  which  is  1724  feet  above  sea  level,  there  is  a  large  caim  of 
a  conical  shape,  said  to  have  been  erected  in  memory  of  some  eminent  persoiL 
Other  traditions  say  that  the  inhabitants  resorted  there  to  worship  the  sun,  eyen 
before  the  existence  of  Druidism. 

+  **  On  the  hill,  about  a  mile  north-east  of  Finzean,  bearing  the  name  of 
Corse  Bardar,"  i.e.,  the  east  side  of  the  hill,  *'  there  is  a  place  marked  near  the 
wayside  with  a  long  granite  stone,  which  lately  stood  erect,  but  is  now  broken 
down.  It  is  reported  that  Ring  Dardanus,  the  20th  from  Fergus  I.,  was  there 
put  to  death,  when  flying  from  his  rebellious  subjects.      At  a  small  distance 
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1000  feet  above  sea  level.*  The  highest  point  on  the  ridge  be- 
tween the  Dee  and  the  Feugh,  is  on  the  Tillygarmonths,  1040 
feet,  and  between  the  Feugh  and  the  Aven,  the  highest  point  is 
the  PeterhilL  The  ridge  of  the  west  bounding  mountains,  run 
from  Birse-more  (about  1200  feet),  on  the  Dee,  by  the  top  of 
the  Deuchry,  to  tne  Gainach,  which  overlooks  the  fine  conical 
hill  of  Cairnferg,  the  treeless  forest  of  Birse,  the  richly  wooded 
valleys  of  Finzean  and  Ballogie,  and  some  finely  wooded  hill- 
tops along  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  embracing  scenery  of  the 
wildest,  and  of  the  most  pleasant  description,  which  is  to  be 
found  on  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Grampian  mountains. 

Oeology  and  Soils. 
Limestone  rock,  gneiss,  and  granite  abound  everywhere 
throughout  the  parish,  and,  on  the  the  Dee,  at  Potarch,  the 
rocks  of  Inchbare  consist  chiefly  of  porphyry,  and  porphyritic 
granite,  which  has  but  a  sparing  admixture  of  quartz.-f-  Lime- 
stone in  »itu,  is  necuUarly  abundant  in  the  valleys,  large  masses 
of  it  being  visiole,  and  at  many  points  in  the  east  and  west 
divisions  of  the  parish  openings  appear,  where,  at  one  time,  it 
had  been  extensively  worked,  but  only  for  local  use,  as  it 
contains  too  weat  an  admixture  of  sand  to  become  of  much 
value,  except  for  building  purposes ;  and  even  for  that  purpose 
little  of  it  is  now  used.  Granite  veins  run  through  the  wnole 
district.  It  may  be  traced  in  the  beds  of  streams,  and  in  large 
masses,  isolated  blocks,  and  boulders  of  every  size  and  shape, 
in  the  valleys,  rising  on  to  the  hill  tops,  in  beautiful  confusion, 
and  in  great  abundance.  We  shall  now  describe  the  mineral 
and  structural  character  of  this  rock,  which,  we  consider, 
exhibits  a  fair  specimen  of  the  chief  ffranite  which  exists  in 
the  upper  valley  of  the  Dee,  and  on  Uie  Deeside  mountains. 
Felspar  is  its  most  abundant  constituent,  the  colours  being 
brick-red,  flesh-red,  white,  yellow,  and  yellowish-white ;  the 
quartz  is,  in  general,  grev ;  and  the  mica,  silver- white,  black, 
and  brown.    The  size  of  tne  component  parts  vary  considerably, 

from  thiB  spot,  there  are  two  cairns,  one  very  large,  and  in  the  form  of  an  oblong ; 
they  are  now  covered  by  the  woods  of  Finzean.  — Old  Statistical  Account. 

*  "  In  the  forest  of  Glen-birse,  there  is  standing  a  good  part  of  a  castle,  which 
was  built  by  (Gordon  of  Cluny,  for  a  hunting  seat,  and  which  is  now  by  the 
tenant  converted  into  a  sheep-cot." — Ibid. 

t  Dykes  of  a  reddish  or  brown  fcmiginons  porphyry  cross  the  countrv  from 
Mont- battoch  to  Benachie,  in  a  south  to  north  direction,  inclining  to  north-east, 
and  consequently  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  chain  of  the  Gnunpians.  The 
base  of  the  rock,  indurated  and  coarse-grained,  contains,  besides  crystals  of 
felspar,  amon)hous  particles  of  quartz,  that  is,  quartz  without  any  definite  or 
determinate  form.  The  dykes  apf>ear  nearly  vertide,  and  uniform  in  direction, 
and  range  about  50  feet  in  breadth  ;  they  are  easilv  traced,  as  the  surface  is 
generally  bare,  mostly  overlaid  by  oblong  blocks,  such  as  those  found  in  granite. 
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from  the  minutely  granular,  to  that  of  a  magnitude  of  two  inches. 

In  the  west  and  south-west  division  of  the  parish,  there  are, 
in  many  places,  large  deposits  of  peat  moss.  Those  in  the 
"  Forest,"  contain  the  remains  of  large  oak  trees,  those  found 
on  the  mountains,  consist  of  fir,  which  are  often  dug  out  quite 
fresh,  and  when  split  up  and  dried,  th^y  were  wont  to  be  used 
as  fir  candle. 

Soils. — ^The  soil  in  the  lower  central  valley  of  Midstrath, 
which  overlies  the  limestone  rock  and  gravel,  is  of  a  sandy 
nature,  in  some  places,  mixed  with  poor  stony  clay.  Along  the 
Dee,  and  the  bum  of  Birse,  the  soil  is  sandy  loam,  mixed  with 
water- worn  pebbles,  and  on  the  higher  ground,  it  is  mixed  with 
decomposed  rock  and  large  Quantities  of  boulders.*  Along 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Feurfi,  tne  soil  generally,  is  yellow  loam, 
and  towards  the  forest  of  Birse  it  is  black,  more  or  less  mixed 
with  clay  and  gravel 

Arboriculture  arid  Bota/ny. 
In  1793,  the  nimiber  of  acres  under  wood  in  the  parish  was 
estimated  to  be  about  2,000;  and  in  the  New  Statistical  Account, 
1842,  "  the  number  of  acres  under  wood  is  given  as  follows  : — 
on  the  estate  of  Finzean,  1,800  imperial  acres ;  on  Aboyne, 
about  900  acres ;  Ballogie,f  about  960 ;  Midstrath,J  60 ;  in  all 
3,710."  On  the  Aboyne  lands  many  acres  have  been  cut  down. 
On  Birsemore,  which  produced  the  best  Scotch  fir  timber  on 
Deeside,  few  trees  remain.  On  Balfour  and  Kinminities,  which, 
in  1840,  formed  part  of  the  Aboyne  lands,  most  of  the  old 
timber  was  cut  down ;  but,  in  its  stead,  a  greater  extent  of  hill 
ground  was  planted.  On  Ballogie  and  Midstrath,  most  of  the 
marketable  wood  has  been  cut  down,  and  the  greater  part  re- 
planted along  with  new  ground,  and  on  Finzean,  most  of  the 
older  plantations  have  been  cut  down ;  and  those  that  remain 
are  comparatively  thin  upon  the  ground.  Generally,  the 
plantations  consist  of  mixed  Scots  firs  and  larch,  and  many 
of  the  trees  have  come  to  be  of  great  size,  and  fine  quality  of 
timber.  In  the  grounds  of  the  mansion  house  of  Finzean,  there 
are  some  fine  ornamental  birch  trees,  and,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
garden,  there  is  a  very  fine  holly  hedge,  which  is  upwards  of  10 

*  "  A  rocky  substance  appears  from  Tillyfnisky  to  the  river  Fengb,  which 
seems  to  have  been  in  a  fusible  state,  and  resembles  the  lava  emitted  by  a  vol- 
cano.    It  is  near  the  surface  of  the  ground." — ^Old  Statistical  Account. 

•^  Bemarkahle  trees. — "The  tree  at  Ballogie  is  birch  of  the  weeping  sort; 
some  think  it  100  feet  high,  others  only  from  70  to  80.  It  has  a  straight  stem 
of  50  feet  and  upwards,  and  5  feet  in  circumference  throughout  the  whole.  — Ibid. 

X  The  Maiden  of  Midstrath,  is  an  ash  tree,  "and  measures  upwards  of  20 
feet  in  circumference  at  the  ground,  from  17  to  19  a  little  above  the  ground.  Its 
branches  are  as  lai^  as  ordinary  trees." — Ibid. 
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feet  high,  and  6  feet  in  breadth.  Along  the  valley  of  Ballogie 
and  Midstrath,  and  on  the  hills  of  Balfour,  the  younger  planta- 
tions appear  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition.  All  over  the 
lower  uncultivated  land,  the  natural  Scots  fir,  birch,  hazel, 
holly,  and  juniper,  are  abundant,  and  where  protected  from 
cattle  or  sheep,  they  quickly  form  cover  for  game.  Among 
the  hills  and  rocky  places,  there  is  the  Bramble  (Rubua  fruti" 
coaus),  the  Buckthorn  (Rhxminua  catharticua),  the  Raspberry 
(Rubus  idceus),  and  the  wild  StrQwherry (Fragaria  veaca) ;  there 
IS  also  the  Cranberry  ^Vdccinium  occycoccus),  the  Blaeberry 
(Vaccinium  myi^illua),  the  Whortleberry  (Vaccinium-vitiS' 
idcRa),  and  the  Cloudberry  (Ruhus  duimoemorvs). 

Botany. — ^The  botanical  productions  of  this  parish  may  be 
considered  the  same  as  that  of  the  adjoining  parish  of  Aboyne 
and  Glentanar,  therefore,  to  give  a  list  of  the  rarer  plants  here, 
would  only  be  a  repetition  of  that  given  for  Aboyne. 

Hydrography. 

The  river  Dee  forms  the  chief  portion  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  parish,  and  the  principal  stream  which  intersects  it  is  that 
of  the  Feuffh,  which  has  its  source  on  the  south-eastern  slopes  of 
the  Gainach,  and  after  an  easterly  course  of  about  16  miles,  falls 
into  the  Dee  at  Banchory-Teman.  Eleven  miles  of  its  upper 
course  is  in  this  parish,  and  five  miles  of  its  lower,  in  Strachan 
and  Banchory-Teman  parishes,  which  are  in  Kincardineshire. 
The  Feugh  is  a  very  rapid  stream,  and  before  it  leaves  this 
parish,  it  receives  the  water  of  Aven,  also  a  rapid  mountain 
stream,  and  many  other  small  mountain  torrents.  In  the 
lower  waters  of  tne  Feugh,  there  are  plenty  of  salmon,  when 
floods  admit  the  fish  to  surmount  the  rocks,  or  water-fall,  near 
its  confluence  with  the  Dee.*  The  bums  of  Cattie  and  Birse 
have  their  sources  in  the  western  parts  of  the  parish,  and  both 
fall  into  the  Dee  within  its  bounds.  All  these  streams  are  well 
stored  with  yellow  trout,  and  aflbrd  good  sport  to  the  angler. 

There  are  many  fine  springs  and  wells  tliroughout  the  parish, 
indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  abundantly  supplied  with  pure 
water.  There  are  some  chalybeate  springs,  one  of  them  near  the 
Suspension  bridge  of  Aboyne,  very  mucn  resembles  the  Moflat 
waters.  On  the  east  shoulder  of  tne  Gainach,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  mountain,  there  is  a  well  called  St.  Com's,  or  Colm's  well, 
probably  in  honour  of  the  celebrated  Saint  of  I-colum-kil ;  but 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  there  is  no  distinct  tradition. 

*  In  the  pools  below  the  Bridge  of  Fengh^  and  water-faU  (which  is  within 
one  mile  of  AuichoTy),  salmon  ana  grilse  are  canght  in  large  numbers,  especially 
in  aatunm,  when  the  fish  are  forcing  their  way  np  to  the  spawning  beds  in  the 
upper  channels  of  the  stream. 
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Fai^ms  and  Famiing. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     No.  at  and  aboT« 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £80.         and  under  £10. 

8  30  29  18  22 

And  13  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Pariah  of  Birse,  year  1872-73,  £4,616  7  10 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lauds 634  10    0 

Do.        Shootings  and  Fishings,  where  Let,          .        .        .  545  0    0 

Do.        Mills,  Quarries,  Shops,  &c., 104  7  10 

Do.        Property  under  £100  of  yearly  rent,        .        .        .  114  15    0 

Total  value, £6,015    0    8 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Most  Noble,  The  Martjuis  of  Huntly. 
Francis  Farquharson,  Esq  of  Finzean. 
William  K  Nicol,  Em.  of  Ballogie. 
Alexander  Cochran,  Esq.  of  Bauour. 
The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  number,  in  aU,  12. 

Farming. — ^Leases  are  universally  granted  for  19  years,  and 
for  a  long  period  the  seventh-shift  course  of  cropping  prevailed ; 
but,  with  modern  improvements  in  apiculture,  that  rotation 
has  been  altered  to  the  sixth,  and  fifth-shift  cources  Farm 
buildings  have  undergone  great  alterations  and  improvements 
within  the  past  two  19  years.  Forty  ^ears  ago,  stone  and  lime 
walls,  and  slated  roofs  were  the  exception,  now,  they  are  the  rule, 
and,  in  general,  the  houses  are  commodious  and  substantial. 
Most  of  them  have  thrashing  mills  attached,  which  are  chiefly 
propelled  by  water  power. 

The  cereal  crops  entirely  consist  of  oats  and  barley,  which  are 
grown  of  a  superior  quality,  especially  the  latter,  on  the  lower 
sandy  soils.      Turnips  and  potatoes  are  grown  in  the  usual 

f)roportion  of  green  crop  land  for  the  rotation  of  cropping 
bllowed ;  but,  of  the  former,  there  is,  in  many  cases,  hardly 
enough  of  winter  keep  for  the  large  number  of  stock  whicn 
some  of  the  farmers  are  enabled  to  graze  in  summer,  in  the 
forest,  or  on  the  common  pasturage  lands. 

Ma'asion  Houses. 
The  Mansion  House  of  Finzean  is  a  fine  old  building,  built  in 
the  form  of  three  sides  of  a  square,  and  is  situated  in  the  north- 
western parts  of  the  valley  of  the  Feiigh,  amid  richly  wooded 
scenery.     It  takes  its  name  from  its  situation,  Fionn-an,  which, 


BRIDGES.  2G7 

in  Gaelic,  signifies  "  the  clear  stream."  The  Mansion  House  of 
Ballogie  is  a  fine  large  modem  building,  situated  in  the  valley 
of  the  bum  of  Cattie ;  the  Gaelic  name  heingBaile'lagan,  which 
signifies  "  the  town  of  the  small  hollow."  The  Mansion  House 
of  Balfour  is  a  small  modem  building,  standing  in  a  command- 
ing position,  overlooking  the  sax-towns  of  Birse.  The  Gaelic 
name  being  BaUe-fuar,  signifying  "  the  cold  town"  The 
Church  was  built  in  1799,  "  at  a  considerable  expense,  and  is  a 
most  commodious  edifice,  superior  to  most,  and  mferior  to  few 
places  of  worship  in  the  country."  It  is  capable  of  containing 
between  500  ana  600  persons  ;  out  it  is  ill  placed  for  the  great 
bulk  of  the  inhabitants.  **  The  Manse  was  built  at  separate 
times.  The  last  addition  was  made  in  1834,  rendering  it  a 
large  and  commodious  house."  The  Glebe  is  small,  and  along 
witn  the  garden  is  valued  at  £10.  The  Free  Church  Manse  of 
Aboyne  stands  in  the  north-western  comer  of  this  parish. 
There  is  a  small  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  near  the  mansion 
house  of  Ballogie ;  and  a  little  to  the  east  of  Ballogie  is  the 
small  village  or  hamlet  of  Marywell.  Recentljr  a  Chapel  of 
Ease  has  been  built  near  Finzean,  in  connection  with  the 
Established  Church. 

Roods. 
The  Cairn  O'Month  road,  from  Fettercairn,  to  the  Bridge 
of  Potarch,  skirts,  and  partly  intersects  the  east  end  of  the 
parish  for  nearly  four  miles.  The  south  Deeside  road,  from 
Aberdeen  to  Ballater,  runs  along  the  north  boundary  of  the 
parish,  from  the  Bridge  of  Potarch  to  the  west  boundary  with 
Aboyne.  The  Feughside  road  runs  from  Whitestones,  on  the 
Cairn  O'Month  road,  to  the  old  castle  of  Birse.  Besides  these, 
there  are  several  cross-roads,  leading  from  the  Deeside  to  the 
Feughside  road.  There  is  also  the  "Cattrin  road,"  a  mere 
bridle  track,  across  the  Gainach,  from  Aboyne  to  Glen-esk  in 
Forfarshire.  The  name  of  this  road  appears  vot  to  be  from  the 
unpleasant  one  of  Citturin,  or  hell ;  but  from  Cath-trian,  i.e., 
Cath — battle,  and  trian — a  road,  the  "  battle  road,"  abundant 

{)roof  of  which  exists  in  the  numerous  cairns  or  tumuli  which 
ie  along  this  mountain  tract,  that  there  had  been  many  fatal 
encounters  arising  out  of  cattle-lifting  raids. 

Bridges. 
The  Bridge  of  Potarch,  which  is  on  the  Dee  on  the  north 
east  boundary  of  the  parish,  was  built  in  1812-13,  and  cost 
£3,500.  It  consists  of  three  arches,  two  of  GO  feet  span,  and 
a  centre  one,  of  65  feet.  The  building  of  this  bridge  ojSened  up  a 
direct  line  of  communication  from  Birse  with  the  north  Deeside 
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turnpike  road  to  Aberdeen,  and  the  great  south  and  north  road 
across  the  Cairn  O'Month.  It  is  distant  about  24»  miles  from 
Aberdeen,  and  seven  from  the  Banchory  Station  on  the  Dee- 
side  Bailway.  The  Suspension  bridge  of  Aboyne  is  in  the 
north-western  comer  of  the  parish,  and  affords  direct  com- 
munication with  the  Aboyne  Kailway  Station,  which  is  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  bridge.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Feuffhside 
portion  of  the  parish  are  naturally  led  along  the  vafley  of 
Strachan,  to  the  Banchory  Railway  Station,  which  is  distant 
about  six  miles  from  Whitestones,  on  the  south-eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  parish. 

Markets, 
There  are  three  markets  held  at  the  Bridge  of  Potarch,  one  on 
the  2nd  Wednesday  of  May  (hiring),  one  on  the  2nd  Thursday 
in  October  (cattle^,  and  one  on  the  Thursday  before  the  22na 
November,  for  hiring. 

Inns  and  Alehouses. 
There  are  three  Inns  or  Alehouses  in  the  parish,  and  one 
licensed  shop  for  the  sale  of  spirits  not  to  be  consumed  on  the 
premises. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BIRSE,  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments,       ....      £354    7  10} 
Do.     from  Loans  raised  on  security  of  Assess- 
ments,      22    9    6 

Do.     from  Mortifications,  and  aU  other  sources,      42  19    7 

£419    6  Uj 

Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered, .        .  £360    3    8} 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 13  19  10 

Medical  Relief 16    8    9 

Management, 28    4    8 

Balance  in  hand,    .  0  10    0 

£419    6  Uj 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

1861. 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Depend- 
antB. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Qutial 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

1 

1,284 

18         30 

48 

43 

5 

3 

5 

2 
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The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap,  83  and  34,  and  there  are  three 
elected  members,  or  managers  on  the  Board. 


IL— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  ancient  history  of  this  parish  is  involved  in  much  obscurit  j% 
and  tradition  aflfords  but  little  information ;  but  the  numerous 
cairns  which  are  scattered  over  the  hill  sides  in  all  directions 
would  lead  us  to  believe  that  in  former  times  this  part  of  the 
country  had  been  the  scene  of  battles  and  bloodshed ;  and,  that 
many  of  the  tumuli  on  these  hills  and  mountains,  mark  the 
resting-place  of  individuals  slain  in  some  hie^hland  foray  into 
the  lowlands  for  cattle,  or  of  those  slain  in  feudal  fights,  and 
internal  troubles  of  Scotland,  rather  than  in  battles  with  a 
foreign  foe.  The  probability  of  the  former  conjecture  is  so  far 
strengthened  by  trie  fact,  that,  a  large  number  of  the  smaller 
cairns  lie  scattered  along  the  "  Cattrin  road,"  which  leads  across 
the  hills,  from  Deeside  to  the  Howe  of  the  Meams,  and  as  the 
forest  of  Birse  is  the  most  secluded  intermediate  ground,  where 
the  pursuers  were  likely  to  encounter  the  fugitives  with  their 
spoil, "  and  dispute  the  prize ; "  and,  that  such  encounters  were 
not  likely  to  "  pass  without  bloodshed."  Of  feudal  fights  we  have 
no  record  ;  but  in  the  "  Troubles  of  Scotland,"  as  recorded  bv 
Spalding,  we  are  told  that,  the  inhabitants  of  this  parish 
followed  the  Gordons  of  Huntly ;  and,  by  opposing  the  Cove- 
nanters, they  frequently  suffered  spoliations  of  their  cattle  and 
property  from  the  soldiers  of  the  latter ;  and,  that  the  "  ministers 
of  Birse  stoutly  resisted  signing  the  Covenant  until  high  ecclesi- 
astical authority  compelled  them." 

One  large  caim  of  an  oblong  shape,  stands  in  the  woods  of 
Finzean,  although  now  much  below  its  original  size ;  and  on  the 
adjacent  hill,  there  are  numerous  cairns  or  tumuli,  while  a  little 
farther  eastward,  there  was  dug  up,  a  good  manv  years  ago, 
part  of  a  long  granite  stone,  which  was  set  up  on  Corse-daraar 
to  mark  the  place  where  King  Dardanus  is  said  to  have  been 
slain,  when  retreating  from  his  rebellious  subjects.  On  the  top 
of  Caim-ferg,  there  is  a  large  caim  of  a  conical  shape,  where,  it 
is  said,  the  ancient  inhabitants  resorted  thither  to  worship  the 
sun,  in  the  days  of  Druidism,  or  where  they  burned  fires  in 
performance  of  some  religious  rite.  Some  large  stones  near 
Inchbare,  at  the  Bridge  ofPotarch,  appear  to  be  the  remains  of 
a  Dniidical  temple.  "  In  the  year  1779,  when  they  were  razing 
the  foundation  of  the  old  church,  there  was  found  a  hill-stone 


270  ECCLESIASTICAJ.   HISTORY. — PARISH  OF  BIRSE. 

near  six  feet  long,  a  two-handed  long  sword,  and  a  hatchet,  with 
a  cross  carved  on  it."  The  stone  was  set  up  in  the  wall  of  the 
church-yarcL 

On  the  north-east  of  the  mansion  house  of  Finzean,  is  a  hill 
called  the  Gallow-hill,  and  another  near  Ballogie.  "  There," 
says  the  author  of  the  Old  Statistical  Account,  "  the  barons  of 
old  who  hchl  tlieir  estates  with  power  of  pit  and  gallows,  put 
to  death  any  of  their  tenants  or  dependants,  who  were  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  fall  under  their  displeasure.  What  blessed  days 
do  we  now  enjoy,  in  comparison  of  these.  How  thankful  to 
God  ought  we  therefore  to  be  !  Were  some  of  the  duty  taken  off 
the  leather  and  malt*'  is  the  modest  prayer  of  the  leverend 
writer. 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Church  is  situated  in  the  north-western  division  of  the 

Iarish,  on  the  burn  of  Birse,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
>ee.  The  amount  of  stipend  is  £158  7s.  4d, ;  the  Glebe  is 
valued  at  £10  a-year,  and  the  Manse  and  offices  at  £25.  There 
is  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel  at  Ballogie,  a  Free  Church  Manse 
on  the  Deo  opposite  Aboyne,  and  a  Chapel  of  Ease  at  Finzean. 

Besides  the  J?arish  School,  there  is  a  School  suported  by  Dr. 
Ramsay's  endowment,  and  another  by  the  society  for  propogat- 
in"[  Christian  knowledge. 

The  salary  of  the  parochial  teacher  is  £30,  with  the  legal 
accommodation,  and  the  emoluments  from  the  Dick  and  Miine 
bequests.  Dr.  Ramsay's  school  has  an  endowment  of  £20,  with 
a  house  and  six  acres  of  land  ;  that  of  the  Society  school  is  £17, 
with  a  house,  and  three  acres  of  land. 

The  date  of  the  earliest  Parochial  Register  is  1699,  and  for 
that  year  and  the  succeeding  eight  years,  it  is  kept  with  great 
exactness.  From  1707  to  1726,  the  registers  are  either  lost  or 
never  have  been  kept.  From  1726  to  1744,  they  are  kept 
regularly.  From  1744  to  1765,  they  are  again  lost.  From 
1765  they  are  regularly  kept  up  to  the  present  day. 

A  Parochial  Religious  Library  was  established  m  1829,  and 
the  books  are  given  out  gratis.  A  Savings'  Bank  was  esta- 
blished in  1837,  and  has  been  successful 

School  Board. — There  are  five  membe;rs  on  the  Board — Rev. 
Charles  Dunn  is  chairman,  and  James  Ritchie,  clerk  and 
treasurer.  School  Rate,  5d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught 
There  are  four  schools  in  the  parish ;  but  no  return  of  the  nunmer 
of  scholars  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education. 
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IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Archbishop  Ross  was  proprietor  of  Easter  Clune,  and  a  native 
of  the  parish. 

Dr.  Alexander  Garden,  an  eminent  physician  of  Charles- 
town,  South  Carolina,  was  a  son  of  a  former  minister  of  the 
parish,  and  Dr.  Rose  of  Birsebeg,  both  of  whom  were  American 
refuo^ees  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  Mr.  William  Rose 
of  Newmill,  who  had  a  flourishing  xlcademy  near  London,  were 
natives. 

Dr.  Gilbert  Ramsay,  rector  of  Christ's  Church,  Barbadoes, 
left,  at  his  death,  .£500  to  the  poor  of  his  native  parish,  £500  to 
endow  a  free  school  in  it,  and  built  a  bridge  of  five  arches  over 
the  Feugh,  at  Whitestones.  He  also  mortified,  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  Sir  Alexander  Ramsay,  Bart.,  of  Balmain,  and  his 
heirs,  £2,000  sterling,  the  interest  for  the  support  of  four 
students  of  divinity  ;  £1,200,  the  interest  to  the  support  of  four 
students  of  philosophy ;  and  £1,000,  the  interest  to  support  a 
professor  of  Oriental  Languages,  all  in  Marischal  College,  Aber- 
deen. 

Captain  David  Ochterlounie,  who  fell  at  Quebec  with 
General  Wolfe,  was  one  of  the  Ochterlounies  of  Tillyfruskie, 
and  Dr.  William  Farquharson,  an  eminent  Edinburgh  phy- 
sician, famous  for  his  address  in  curing  cancerous  complaints, 
were  natives  of  the  parish. 

The  Rev.  John  Skinner,  for  upwards  of  60  years  the  pastor 
of  a  numerous  flock  of  Scots  Episcopalians  at  Lenshart,  in  the 
parish  of  Longside,  was  born  at  Balfour,  in  October,  1721,  where, 
under  his  father,  who  was  schoolmaster  of  the  parish,  he,  at  a 
very  early  period,  displayed  an  uncommon  genius  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language.  After  finishing  his  academical 
courses  at  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  he  became  assistant  to 
the  schoolmaster  of  Monymusk,  where  he  enjoyed  every  advan- 
t'»ge  for  prosecuting  his  studies,  and  improving  his  mind  in 
the  attainment  of  useful  learning,  together  with  the  aid  he 
received  from  reading  under  the  direction  of  a  worthy  Episcopal 
clergyman,  he  became  a  convert  to  Episcopacy,  and  united  him- 
self to  the  principles  of  that  church.  In  the  year  1740,  when 
only  19  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Shetland,  and  became  preceptor 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  Sinclair  of  Scalloway,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Sinclair  in  1741,  Mr.  Skinner  composed 
an  elegy  in  memory  of  his  patron,  and  a  Latin  epitaph  of  CTeat 
elegance  and  purity ;  and,  in  the  same  year,  he  marriea  the 
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daughter  of  a  Mr.  Hunter,  the  only  Episcopal  clergyman  in 
this  remote  region.  On  his  return  to  Aberdeen,  1742,  he 
entered  into  holy  orders,  and  became  pjistor  of  the  congregation 
at  Longside,  where,  for  the  ensuing  65  years,  he  spent  a 
laborious  life  in  the  pastoral  charge  of  a  numerous  congrega- 
tion, "  answering  literally  to  Goldsmith  s  description  of  a  vil- 
lage preacher  " : — 

**  A  man  he  was  to  all  the  country  dear. 
And  passing  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year ; 
Remote  from  towns  he  ran  his  godly  race. 
Nor  e'er  had  chang'd — nor  wish  d  to  change  hia  place.'' 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

In  the  "  forest  of  Birse"  there  is  an  old  castellated  ruin,  on  which 
there  is  no  date.  Some  say  that  it  was  built  by  a  Bishop  Gor- 
don of  Aberdeen,  others  say  that  it  was  built  by  Gordon  of 
Cluny  for  a  hunting  seat.  It  is  now  a  desolate  rum.  On  part 
of  the  farms  of  Deer-hillock  and  Kirkton,  on  the  estate  of 
Aboyne,  and  between  the  church  and  Marywell,  there  appears 
a  narrow  slip  of  ground  which  is  said  to  have  been  fenced  with 
a  deers*  dyke,  by  order  of  King  Kenneth  III.,  for  confining 
deer  to  stock  his  park  near  his  palace  of  Kincardine,  in  the  brae 
of  the  Mearns. 

At  Easter  (Jlune  stands  an  imperfect  ruin,  the  remains  of  a 
square  tower,  said  to  have  been  built  by  Archbishop  Ross,  who 
was  proprietor  of  the  place,  and  beside  it  there  was  a  place  of 
worship  and  burying  ground.  In  the  Finzean  charters,  this 
ruin  is  denominated  "  the  fortalice  of  Easter  Clune,"  and  is 
likely  to  have  been  the  residence  of  one  of  the  land  holders  in 
the  parish,  at  a  time  when  the  lawless  state  of  the  country 
required  them  to  have  their  houses  capable  of  maintaining  a 
short  defence  against  the  sudden  attack  of  an  enemy. 

Some  years  ago,  "  four  silver  coins  were  dug  out  of  a  grave 
in  the  churchyard.  They  are  much  worn,  but  had  originally 
been  nearly  the  size  of  modern  half-crowns.  They  bear  the 
inscription  *  Robertus  Scotorum  Rex,'  on  one  side,  and,  on  the 
other, '  Villa  Edinburgh,' '  Villa  Perth.' " 
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PARISH  OF  BOURTIE. 


Presbytery  of  Garioch — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
In  some  old  charters  the  name  is  written  Bourti-ocA :  achadh, 
contracted,  means  the  field;  as  to  the  prefix,  we  have  no  informa- 
tion whatever  of  its  meaning,  but  from  the  fact  of  the  parish 
being  upon  the  borders,  and  within  the  ancient  earldom  of 
Garioch,  the  old  spelling  of  which  was  "  Garvyoch,"  showing 
its  etymology  is  from  the  Gaelic  "  Garbh-chriocn,"*  which  sig- 
nifies the  rough  hounds,  or  district,  we  must  therefore  conclude 
that  it  has  some  reference  to  the  rough  lying  land  in  the  parish, 
of  which  the  hill  of  Barra  is  the  head,  as  the  hill  of  Lawal  side 
is  the  highest  in  the  eastern  "  bounds  "  of  the  district. 

Boundaries, 

Bourtie  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Meldrum 
and  Tarves ;  on  the  east  by  the  parish  of  Udny ;  on  the  south 
by  the  parish  of  Keith-hall ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of 
Daviot. 

Extent 

Its  ^eatest  length  from  north-east  to  south-west,  measures 
in  a  direct  line,  about  5  J  miles ;  and  its  greatest  breadth  from 
south  to  north,  also  in  a  direct  line,  measures  2  J  miles ;  and 
the  whole  area  is  computed  to  be  5,695  acres  086  decs. 

Topography, 
The  western  division  of  the  parish  is  comparatively  flat,  but 
it  rises  with  gentle  slopes  to  the  hill  of  Barra,  which  is  634  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  southern  ridge  rises  at  CoUyhill,  on  the 
east  of  the  Lochter  burn,  a  tributary  of  the  Ury,  and  runs  east- 
ward to  the  Lawal  hill  (773  feet),  and  the  hills  of  Thornton  and 
Kingoodie ;  and  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  latter,  flows  the  bum 
of  tnat  name,  forming  the  chief  afiluent  of  the  Brony  water, 
which  falls  through  Udny,  and  into  the  Ythan  at  Esslemont. 

Oeology  and  Soils. 

The  chief  rocks  are  of  greenstone,  or  trap,  and  the  strata  may 

be  traced  from  Belhelvie  through  the  western  parts  of  Udny, 

and  the  northern  parts  of  this  parish.    The  rock  is  of  a  deep 

blue  colour,  and  is  found  in  large  masses  and  in  detached  blocl^ 

*  Robertion's  GmUc  Topography  of  ScotUnd,  1869. 
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of  various  sizes,  both  on  the  surface  and  under  ground.  Those 
out-cropping  on  the  hill  of  Barra,  have  a  serrated  appearance, 
and  on  tne  summit  of  the  hill  they  have  been  held  by  some  to 
be  the  remains  of  an  extinct  volcano.  On  the  higher  ground 
in  the  south  and  east  divisions  of  the  parish,  there  are  numerous 
boulders  of  trap  rock  imbedded  in  a  hardened  subsoil  of  gravelly 
clay ;  and  on  the  west  division,  the  sub-strata  consist  of  clay, 
sand,  and  beds  of  water-worn  pebbles. 

Saite.— The  best  soil  is  that  which  exists  on  the  lower  hill 
slopes  and  along  the  valleys.  It  is  a  rich  yellowish  clay  loam, 
and  produces  fine  crops  of  oats,  barley,  and  turnips.  On  the 
higher  hill  slopes,  most  of  the  soil  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  con- 
sisting of  strong  clay,  mixed  with  gravel  and  ferruginous  sand. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany, 

The  older  wood  consists  of  some  ash,  and  alder  trees,  in  belts, 
by  the  old  castle  of  Barra ;  some  beech  and  other  hard- wood 
trees  about  the  house  of  Bourtie ;  and  old  ash  and  plane  trees 
at  several  farm  yards.  There  are  also  the  remains  of  an  old 
fir  wood  on  Bructer,  and  of  a  larffe  plantation  of  Scots  fir  and 
larch  on  the  north  face  of  the  hill  of  Barra.  On  the  lands  of 
Bourtie  and  CoUyhill,  there  are  some  belts  of  Scots  firs  and 
larch  ;  on  the  hill  of  Thornton,  there  is  a  thriving  young  plan- 
tation of  mixed  forest  trees  ;  and  on  the  face  of  the  hill  of 
Barra,  a  considerable  extent  of  ground  has  been  planted,  chiefly 
with  Scots  firs,  which  appear  to  be  in  a  thriving  state. 

Botany, — The  botanical  productions  of  this  parish  are  of  the 
ordinary  kind  usually  met  with  in  the  central  districts  of  the 
County. 

Hydrography, 

The  bum  of  Lochter  bounds  the  parish  for  about  two  miles 
on  the  west,  and  on  the  north  it  is  bounded  by  the  bum  of 
Finfifask  and  Meldrumu  On  the  east  it  is  bounded  by  the  bum 
of  Kingoodie  or  Leithfield,  which  has  its  source  by  the  house 
of  Thornton,  and  with  several  small  streams  which  flow  from 
the  hill  of  Barra,  and  the  Lawal-hill,  the  parish  is  well  watered. 
There  are  many  fine  springs  in  every  corner  of  the  parish,  the 
most  important  being  one  on  the  estate  of  Blair,  which  has 
recently  been  conveyed  to  the  town  of  Old  Meldrum,  for  supply- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  that  place  with  water. 

Farms  and  Farming. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  a  classified  form  : — 
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No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

Of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £60.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

15  12  14  6  6 

And  two  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Duid  in  the  Parish  of  Bonrtie,  year  1872-73,  £5,167  18  9 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lauds,       262  10  4 

Bo.        Manse,  Glebe,  and  Schoolmaster's  House  &  Garden,  48    0  0 

Do.        Mills,  &c., 20    0  0 

Do.        Old  Meldrum  Railway, 198    0  0 

Total  value, £5,696    9    1 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed jEIOO  sterling,  are — 

Peter  Du^d,  Esq.  of  Bourtie. 

Harry  Leith  Lumsden  Morrison,  Esq.  of  Blair. 

John  Ramsay,  Esq.  of  Barra. 

John  Mackenzie,  Esq.  of  Glack,  Thornton. 

And  two  proprietors  under  £100  of  yearly  value. 

Farming. — Leases  are  generally  granted  for  19  years,  and, 
with  one  exception,  the  Mill  farm  of  Kingoodie,  none  of  the 
leases  exceed  that  period.  The  rotation  of  cropping,  at  one 
time  was  the  seventh-shift  course,  i,e.,  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  years, 
grass,  4th,  oats,  5th,  oats,  6th,  turnips,  or  other  green  crop,  7th, 
oats,  or  barley,  and  occasionally  wheat,  sown  down  with  grass 
seeds.  But  within  the  p^t  two  19  years,  and  owing  to  the  great 
extent  of  waste  land  which  has  been  brought  into  cultivation 
throughout  the  parish,  and  the  improvements  effected  by 
drainag^e,  and  the  removal  of  "  earth-fast "  stones,  the  sixth  and 
fifth-shift  course  of  cropping  has  been,  in  several  instances, 
adopted  with  beneficial  effect.  Most  of  the  farm  buildings  are 
commodious  and  suitable  for  the  size  of  the  farms,  and  have 
thrashing  machines  attached,  which  are  propelled  either  by 
horse,  water,  or  steam  power.  The  principal  farms  are  all  en- 
closed, chiefly  by  stone  dykes,  and  heme  well  watered  and  fairly 
sheltered,  some  of  them  may  be  reckoned  the  best  in  the  Gariocn. 

Roads. 

The  old  Aberdeen  and  Banff  turnpike  road  intersects  the 
north-eastern  division  of  the  parish,  by  Mill  of  Kingoodie, 
which  is  about  15  miles  from  Aberdeen.  The  Inverurie  and 
Old  Meldrum  road  intersects  the  parish  on  the  west  from  south 
to  north,  and  by  it  the  chief  traffic  of  the  district  is  carried  to 
either  of  these  market  towns. 
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Railways. 
Tho  Old  Meldrum  Railway  Station  is  on  the  north  boundary 
of  the  parish,  and  it  is  distant  5|  miles  from  Inverurie,  ami  22 
miles  from  Aberdeen.  Tho  Inverurie  Riiilwav  Station  is  within 
2J  miles  of  the  south  boundary  of  the  parish,  by  a  good  road, 
and  it  is  16  J  miles  from  Aberdeen.  The  Lethenty  Station,  on 
the  Old  Meldnim  line,  is  on  the  west  boundary  of  the  parish, 
and  it  is  2 J  miles  from  Inverurie,  and  19  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

Fairs,  Iniis  and  Alehouses. 
Fairs,  Inns  and  Alehouses  have  no  existence  in  the  parish, 
but  in  the  town  of  Old  Meldrum,  and  in  tho  royal  burgh  of 
luvenirie,  important  fairs  are  frequently  held ;  and  in  both 
these  towns,  the  whisky  sellers  are  numerous  enough,  with 
some  to  spare. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  BOURTIE,  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY.  1871. 

Receipts    from  Voluntary    Contributiona,   and 
Church  CoUectiona,         .... 
Do.     from  Mortificatioos,  and  all  other  sources, 


Expenditure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 

Medical  Relief 

Management,  

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£49    5 
18  11 

f 

£67    16  6i 

0 
2 

1 
Si 

£51  13 

I  11 
3    3 

II  9 

£67  16    ^ 

Population 

in 

1861. 

Number  of  Poor  on  Roll  or  Register. 

Orphans  or 
Deserted 
Children. 

Mftlee. 

Females. 

ToUl. 

547 

1 

7 

8 

5 

1 

Bourtie  is  an  unassessed  parish. 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

There  are  three  Druidical  temples  in  this  parish,  two  of  these, 
on  the  lands  of  Thornton,  remain  in  a  state  of  considerable 
preservation.  Two  large  cairns  or  barrows  have  been  opened, 
and  in  each  there  was  found  a  stone  coffin,  enclosing  two  nms 
of  hard-baked  carved  pottery.     The  urns  were  full  of  rich  loam, 
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mixed  with  charcoal.  The  largest  of  these  cairns,  which  stood 
on  the  Hawklaw,  originally  covered  about  half  an  acre,  and  was 
surrounded  by  a  circle  of  small  stones,  which  had  been  set  on 
encL 

The  most  remarkable,  however,  of  the  ancient  remains  in 
this  parish,  is  the  fortification  on  the  hill  of  Barra.*  This  fort 
occupies  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  contains  about  three  acres 
of  ground.  It  is  circular  in  form,  and  is  surrounded  by  three 
nearly  parallel  walls  of  circumvallation,  composed  of  earth  and 
stone.  It  has  long  gone  under  the  name  of  Cumines  Camp ; 
but,  apart  from  this  name,  it  can  only  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
hill  forts  which  lie  along  the  line  of  the  great  vice  consularea, 
from  the  c^mp  ad  DevaiihaTn  in  Peter  Culter,  to  the  Castra 
ceativa  at  Glenmailen,  and  the  Castra  alia  on  the  Moray  Firth. 
It  is,  therefore,  most  probable  that  this  fortification  is  of  Roman 
origin,  and  had  been  erected  by  the  Romans  in  their  progress 
northward,  as  an  outpost  similar  to  that  on  the  Keir-hill  in 
Skene,  the  Barmekin  in  Echt,  or  the  fort  on  Benachie,  as  it 
difters  little  from  these  in  point  of  shape  or  construction.  Or, 
as  it  has  been  suggested  by  the  writer  of  the  Statistical  Account 
of  Bourtie,  1842,  "  It  may  have  been  erected  by  the  then  inha- 
bitants of  the  country  (the  Taixali),  as  a  place  of  refuge  for 
themselves,  and  their  families,  from  which,  sallying  forth,  they 
might  en^ge  in  a  Guerilla  warfare  with  their  haughty  invaders  ! 
The  tradition  which  rives  the  building  of  this  camp  to  the 
Cumines  is  evidently  fabulous.  That  it  was  even  occupied  bv 
them  before  the  *  battle  of  Barra '  seems  more  than  doubtful. 
The  Cumines  were  the  invading  and  more  powerful  party,  and 
came  to  secure  whdt,  no  doubt,  appeared  to  tnem,  an  easy  victory 
over  Bruce, '  already  depressed  with  reverses  and  valetudinary 
health.'" 

The  battle  of  Barra  was  fought  on  the  22nd  May,  1308.  Boece 
says,  "  Qua  victoriA  ad  Heneraurie  (Inverurie),  part& ; "  it  is, 
accordingly,  by  some  historians,  called  the  battle  of  Inverurie, 
by  others  the  battle  of  Old  Meldrum;  but  there  is  no  doubt, 
that  the  scene  of  the  conflict  was  "  the  Bruce  field,"  which  lies 
n6rth-west  of  the  hill  of  Barra,  and  immediately  below  the 
houses  of  North  Mains.  Several  elliptical  entrenchments  at 
one  time  could  have  been  traced  in  this  field,  and  in  one  of 
these  was  found  an  English  bill-hook     We  give  Barbour's 

*  "  Barra,  in  the  Celtic  language,  appears  singly,  and  not  as  a  prefix.  Thus, 
in  the  county  of  Inverness,  there  is  the  island  of  Barra,  or  '  the  island  at  the 
extremity,'  it  beiuK  situated  at  the  furthest  southern  point  of  the  cluster  of 
western  wlands  called  Innis-fada,  meaning,  t/ie  long  island,  from  a  popular  idea 
that  they  once  formed  a  single  island,  the  sea  being  so  shallow  between  them. " 
— Robertson's  Gaelic  Topography,  p.  210. 
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account  of  the  battle,  which  is  considered  the  most  authentic. 
"  The  king  having  crossed  the  Grampians,  received  the  allegiance 
of  some  barons,"  Wynton  says, — 

"  He  gadxyt  of  his  Frendit  then, 
Thre,  or  nere  foure,  hnndyr  men. 
And  ower  the  Month  than  als  fast 
Ab  he  til  Fivy  ooold  haif  past" 

Soon  after  crossing  the  Month,  he  fell  sick  at  Inverurie,  and 
was  unable  to  take  any  sustenance,  and  his  strength  entirely 
failed  hiuL  Having  been  placed  in  a  litter,  he  was  carried  to 
Sliach,  in  the  parish  of  Drumblade,  where  there  was  a  fortifica- 
tion of  some  strength.  About  Martinmas,  when  the  ground 
was  covered  with  snow,  the  Earl  of  Buchan  raised  an  army, 
and,  along,  with  his  brother.  Sir  John  the  Mowbray,  and  Sir 
David  Brechin,  nephew  to  the  Bruce,  marched  against  the 
monarch.  The  aflfray  of  the  Sleiiauch  lasted  three  days,  but, 
being  confined  to  SKimiishes  and  discliarge  of  arrows,  little 
harm  was  done.  Bruce 's  forces  were  at  last  obliged  to  quit  their 
defences  by  famine,  and  having  placed  the  king  in  the  centre 
of  the  army,  they  proceeded  to  btrathborie  (Huntly),  without 
any  molestiition  from  the  Cumines,  who  seemed  afraid  of 
attacking  them,  only  "  ready  to  fecht  wha  suld  assail."  Shortly 
after,  however,  they  removed  the  king  "  Till  Inverowry  straucbt 
again,"  where  they  would  lie  for  the  winter  season.  Meantime, 
Buchan,  Mowbray,  and  Sir  David  Brechin,  assembled  their 
forces, "  ane  thousand  trowe  I  wat  there  were,"  and  encamped  at 
Old  Meldrum.  Soon  after  these  movements,  Sir  David  Brechin, 
with  a  small  party,  rode  towards  Inverurie  "  To  look  gif  he 
in  ony  way,  micht  do  skaith  till  his  enemie,"  and  so  suddenly 
entered  the  west  end  of  the  burgh,  that  he  drove  the  king  s 
troops  before  him,  and  killed  several.  The  Bruce  lay  at  tue 
end  of  the  town,  "on  yhoud  Haugh  down  was  then  lyand," 
and  on  receiving  the  tidings  of  the  onslaught  by  his  nenhew, 
instantly  called  for  his  horse,  that  he  might  do  battle  witn  the 
enemy.  It  was  in  vain  that  his  friends  remonstrated  with  him. 
"  The  insolence  of  these  men,"  he  replied,  "  no  medicines  could 
so  speedily  have  cured  me  as  they  have,  and  so  may  God  be 
my  help,  mr  either  I  shall  have  them,  or  they  sliall  have  ma" 

"  This  their  boast  has  made  me  heil  and  fer  (strong)." 

At  the  head  of  his  troops,  in  number  about  700,  Bruce 
marched  towards  Aid  Meldrum,  and  was  met  by  Buchan. 
Astonished  at  the  sudden  apparition  of  the  king,  the  soldiers 
of  Cumine  hesitated,  and  were  confused.  &uce  pressed 
furiously  upon  them  ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  they  were  put  to 
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flight,  and  utterly  discomfitted.    John  Barbour,  the  pastor  of 
Rayne,  says, — 

"  Fell  never  mor  so  foull  myschance 
Efter  so  sturdy  countenance  ; 
For  when  the  Kinffis  company 
Saw  that  they  fled  foulylv. 
They  chasyt  them  with  sil  their  mayn 
And  some  they  took  and  some  was  slayn  ; 
The  remanant  was  flown  away  ; 
Wha  had  good  horse  gat  best  away/' 

"  The  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  Sir  John  Mowbray  fled  to  England, 
where  they  died  soon  after ;  and  Sir  David  Brechin  espoused 
the  cause  of  his  royal  uncle.  The  Bruce  wasted  the  district, 
'  He  gart  brin  all  Buchane,'  with  fire  and  sword,  and  such  was 
the  desolation  left  behind  him,  that  the  herschip  of  Buchan 
was  mourned  for  more  than  fifty  years."* 

There  is  now  lying  in  the  churchyard,  two  rather  rude  images 
cut  in  stone,  of  a  knight  in  armour,  and  his  dame,  which 
occupied  a  niche  in  the  old  church  of  Bourtie,  about  which 
there  is  the  following  legend  : — After  the  battle,  "  the  king's 
spirits  waur  noo  high,  as  ye  may  believe ;  but  he  was  doom*t 
to  get  a  sair  heart  brak  afor'  nicht  His  bosom  Comorade,  the 
brave  Englishman,  Sir  Thomas  de  Longueville,  was  mortally 
wounded  i'  the  battle,  but  he  continued  to  feght  while  it  lasted. 
He  raid  aif  the  field  till  he  cam'  to  the  dj'Kes  o'  Fala  ,-f  but 
there  fell  frae  his  horse.  Callin'  to  the  lung,  *  Noo,  Robin,' 
he  said  till  him,  *  my  een  will  soon  be  clos't,  and  I've  ae  request 
to  mak.  Ye  maun  jist  lay  my  banes  wharever  this  arrow  fa's.' 
So  drawin's  bow,  he  sent  the  arra  wi'  a'  his  micht  through  the 
air,  and  it  fell  i'  the  kirk  yard  o'  Bourtie  here,  twa  mile  awa 
The  king's  love  o'  Sir  Thomas  was  great,  and  he  caus't  mak  the 
image  o'  him,  whilk  ye  see  lyin'  yonder, andplacet  it  on's  grave. 
The  ither  image,  as  I've  heard  say,  is  Sir  Thomas  Ladye,  wha 
fan  the  news  o  s  death  reach't  Endand,  gaed  oo't  o'  ae  dwawm 
intil  anither,  and  wi'  her  last  breath  beggit  to  be  laid  aside  him." 

The  castle  of  Barra  may  now  be  numbered  among  the  anti- 
quities of  the  parish.  It  has  always  been  kept  in  repair,  and 
partly  occupied,  but  there  is  no  distinct  tradition  who  built  it. 
In  the  year  1247,  the  lands  of  Barra,  or  Barracht,  belonged  to 
tjie  family  of  King  (afterwards  of  Dudwick),  and,  in  1476,  we 

*  "  Of  a  name  which  numbered  at  one  time  three  Earls,  and  more  than  thirty 
belted  knights,  there  remained  no  memorial  in  the  land,  save  the  orisons  of  the 
monks  of  Deir." — Old  Chronicle. 

"  That  eftre  that  weile  fyfty  yer, 
Men  menyt  a  the  herschip  of  Bowchane." 
a,  Menyt — bewailed  or  spoke  with  terror  of  the  harryinff  of  Buchan. 
t  The  dykes,  or  parks  of  Fala  lie  due  west,  and  the  hiu  of  Lawalside  is  due 
south  of  the  camp,  and  both  arc  on  the  Inverurie  side  of  the  battle  field. 
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find  James  King,  in  Barracht,  and  Alexander  Seton,  in  Meldrum, 
mentioned  as  being  among  "  the  big  lairds  and  quiet  neigh- 
bours "  of  the  burgn  of  Inverurie. 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Church  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  parish.  There 
is  no  other  place  of  worship  in  it.  The  stipend  is  £195  2s.  3d., 
money,  32  bolls  meal,  and  seven  bolk  barley, payable  by  the  tiar's 
pnces  of  the  County.  The  Manse  and  offices  are  valued  at 
£24,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £14. 

The  parish  schoolmaster's  salary,  who  has  the  legal  accom- 
modation, is  £45,  with  fees,  and  the  benefit  of  the  Dick  be- 
quest "  The  Parochial  School  is  the  only  one  in  the  parish, 
and  as  the  parishioners  are  universally  alive  to  the  benefits 
of  a  sound,  cheap,  and  religious  education,  the  school  is  well 
attended.  All  come  to  years  of  discernment  can  read  and 
write,  and  there  are  few  who  have  not  some  knowledge  of 
arithmetic." 

The  Parish  Registers  commence  in  1708,  with  the  placing  of 
the  first  presbyterian  minister  after  Episcopacy  was  abolished, 
and  have  been  pretty  regularly  kept  since. 

School  Board, — ^There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
W.  L  Davidson,  chairman ;  George  Moir,  clerk,  treasurer,  and 
officer.  School  rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught 
There  is  but  one  school  in  the  parish,  and  36  scholars. 


PARISH  OF  CABRACH. 


Peesbytery  of  Alford — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
Cabrach,  in  Gaelic,  is  said  to  signify  the  "  timber  moss,"  but  in 
that  language  it  has  no  such  meaning,  unless  it  be  to  those  who 
have  passed  their  whole  lives  in  it,  and  yet  do  not  understand 
what  it  signifies.  There  is  no  Gaelic  in  its  prefix  or  combina- 
tion, to  imply  that  it  means  either  timber,  or  moss.  We,  there- 
fore, can  assign  no  Gaelic  meaning  to  its  name. 
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Boundaries. 

That  part  of  the  Upper  Cabrach  which  is  in  Aberdeenshire, 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Lower  Cabrach,  which  is  in 
Banffshire,  and  theparish  of  Khynie ;  on  the  east  by  the  parishes 
of  Auchindoir  and  Kildrummy ;  on  the  south  by  the  parishes 
of  Towie  and  Glenbucket ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  mountains 
and  valley  of  the  Blackwater,  which  forms  the  upper  portion  of 
the  parish,  in  Banffshire. 

Extent 

Its  greatest  len^h  from  east  to  west,  measures  in  a  direct 
line  7  miles  ;  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  south  to  north,  also 
in  a  direct  line,  is  6^  miles ;  and  the  whole  area  of  the  parish 
in  Aberdeensdire,  is  estimated  to  be  about  16,680  acres. 

Topography. 

The  valley  of  the  Upper  Cabrach  has  the  mountain  of  the 
Buck  on  the  east,  with  his  lower  ridges,  which  trend  away  in 
the  direction  of  the  Tap  0*Noth,  and  Huntly ;  on  the  south, 
are  the  hills  bordering  with  Towie  and  Glenbucket ;  and  on  the 
west  lie  the  Banftshire  frontier  mountains,  between  the  valleys 
of  the  Doveran  and  the  Blackwater.  The  bridge  of  Kingsford, 
or  Bridge-end,  on  the  Doveran,  which  is  near  to  the  lowest 
point  in  the  Aberdeenshire  division  of  the  parish,  is  970  feet 
above  sea  level ;  the  influx  of  the  bum  of  Aultdeach,  is  996  feet ; 
and  the  manse  of  Cabrach  is  1050  feet.  The  highest  cultivated 
land,  west  of  the  Doveran,  on  Aldievalloch,  is  1155  feet ;  that 
on  the  hill  of  Lar^e,  on  the  east  of  the  river,  is  about  1400 
feet.  The  Buck  of  Cabrach  is  2368  feet,  the  source  of  the  Gar- 
bit,  which  is  on  the  borders  of  Towie  parish,  is  1734  feet,  and 
the  source  of  the  West  Lewie,  on  the  confines  of  Glenbucket,  is 
1847  feet ;  this  stream  is  considered  to  be  the  chief  affluent  of 
the  Doveran,  (Deveron,  i.e.,  the  double  river),  and  after  the 
junction  of  the  streams  of  East  and  West  Lewie,  it  receives  the 
name  of  the  Doveran. 

In  approaching  the  Upper  Cabrach,  from  Auchindoir,  the 
road  leads  across  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Buck,  along  the 
bum  of  Glenny,  and  by  the  "  dead  wife's  cairn,"  and  the  Silver 
fords  at  Braidshaw,  on  the  burn  of  the  Buck  (which  is  the 
northmost  point  in  the  parish  of  Kildrummy),  thence  to  Elrick 
and  the  church  of  Cabrach  ;  and  by  this  mountainous  road,  the 
distance  from  Lumsden  Village  is  full  seven  miles,  and  Lums- 
den  is  34  miles  from  Aberdeen,  bjr  the  Bridge  of  Alford.  The 
lower  road  which  leads  from  Rhynie,  is  steep  and  hilly  in  many 
parts,  and  rather  more  circuitous  than  the  last  one.  This  road 
starts  from  the  village  of  Rhynie,  and  runs  along  the  south- 


282  GEOLOGY  AND  SOILS. 

western  shoulder  of  the  Tap  O'Noth,  by  the  ruins  of  Lesmoir 
castle,  Belhinny,  and  by  the  top  of  the  water  of  Kirkney,  to 
Blackmiddens  and  the  church  of  Cabrach ;  and  by  it  the  dis- 
tance from  Rhynie  is  fully  eight  miles,  and  Rhynie  is  38  miles 
from  Aberdeen,  also  by  the  Bridge  of  AlforA  The  Doveran 
side  road  to  Huntly,  crosses  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  at 
Kingsford,  which  is  fully  one  mile  below  the  church,  and  con- 
tinues on  the  west  side  oi  the  valley,  through  the  Lower  Cabrach, 
and  Glass,  and  near  the  old  church  of  Dumbenan,  the  road  re- 
crosses  the  river  to  the  east  side ,  and  the  distance  to  Huntly  is 
full  16  miles.  To  those  who  desire  to  explore  the  stilly 
solitudes  of  the  Cabrach,  and  its  true  mountain  scenery,  we 
ought  to  say  that  the  Auchindoir,  or  Lumsden  Village  road  is 
barely  fit  for  wheeled  conveyances,  the  Rhynie  road  is  the  best 
of  the  two ;  and  the  Huntly  or  Doveran  side  road  has  many 
pleasant  attractions  to  offer  to  the  pedestrian  explorer  of  the 
upper  valleys  of  the  Doveran ;  but  tnat  considerable  exertions 
are  requisite  to  bring  him  into  the  centre  of  this  lonely  region, 
where,  and  while  he  who  is  accustomed  to  say,  "  here  is  *  mine 
inn,'  "  will,  in  this  region  of  peat-earth  and  moist  weather,  find 
few  establishments  of  that  kind. 

Geology  and  Soils, 

The  class  of  rocks  which  most  prevail,  is  that  of  limestone, 
which  is  of  a  blueish-grey  colour,  and  of  good  quality.  It  has 
a  structure  varying  from  tine  to  large  gfranular,  and  is  traversed 
by  veins  of  calcareous  spar  of  every  size,  from  minute  threads, 
to  a  foot  in  breadth,  crossing  the  limestone  in  every  possible 
way,  often  producing  a  rock  of  a  very  brecciated  description. 
This  limestone  also  contains  argillaceous  matter,  either  in  layers, 
or  scattered  through  it,  which,  along  with  masses  of  steatite  and 
mica,  produces  a  slaty  structure.  The  other  rock  which  forms 
one  01  the  geological  features  of  the  Cabrach,  is  that  of  the 
grey  wacke  mroup.     It  is  met  with  in  great  abundance  in  Gartly 

Earish,  on  tne  east,  and  on  the  west  frontier  hills  and  valleys 
ordering  the  Doveran,  and  the  Blackwater  in  this  parish.  It 
is  composed  of  minute  fragments  of  quartz,  imbedded  in  an 
argillaceous  base,  and  in  the  same  rock,  scales  of  mica,  felspar 
crystals,  and  slaty  fragments  are  sometimes  abundant;  and, 
occasionally,  iron  pyrites  in  imbedded  veins,  with  layers  of 
quartz,  ana  in  veinous  masses.  Frequently  the  quartz  frag- 
ments are  of  a  large  size,  presenting  the  most  evident  marks 
of  water-worn  surfaces  without  determinate  form. 

The  great  serpentine  vein  which  has  made  Banffshire  so  well 
known  to  geologists,  passes  througli  the  Upper  Cabrach.     In 
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the  Lower  Cabrach,*  the  vein  holds  a  north-east  and  south-west 
course,  by  Beldornie  castle,  Argallie,  and  near  to  Succoch,  it 
appears  in  a  well-defined  ridge  of  over  a  mile  in  length  Higher 
up  the  valley  of  the  Doveran,  it  appears  on  the  burn  of  Inver- 
cuaxrach ;  and  at  Shenwall  and  Horseward,  on  the  Blackwater, 
it  rises  into  serrated  ridges,  and  continues  in  the  same  south- 
westerly direction,  and  between  the  sources  of  the  Doveran  and 
the  Blackwater,  it  forms  a  series  of  steep  rugged  cliffs,  where 
the  best  points  are  for  observing  its  appearance  on  the  frontier 
mountains  of  Aberdeenshire. 

At  various  points  along  the  valley  of  the  Doveran,  the  ser- 
pentine vein  appears  to  be  associated  with  the  ^eywacke  series. 
In  the  bum  of  Argallie,  which  divides  the  parishes  of  Cabrach 
and  Glass,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  at  Shenwall,  on 
the  Blackwater.  Near  the  sources  of  the  Doveran,  bordering 
on  Towie  and  Glenbucket,  the  association  of  strata  appears 
very  distinct.  At  the  source  of  the  river,  the  vein  is  included 
in  the  greywacke,  which  contains  hornblendic  and  micaceous 
slates,  which  dip  to  the  south-east  at  a  very  high  angle ;  and, 
in  one  respect,  the  serpentine  differs  here  from  other  stratified 
masses,  it  does  not  send  forth  branches  into  contiguous  strata. 
It  is,  however,  sometimes  found  alternating  with  quartz  rock, 
and  with  the  true  mineralogical,  and  crystafline  varieties  of  the 
CTeywacke  series,  and  its  gradation  into  the  hornblendic  rocks 
is  only  occasionally  to  be  met  with.  Well-marked  specimens 
of  rose  quartz  are  found  in  the  district,  alonff  with  mountain 
cork,  and  leather,  and  numerous  disseminated  grains  of  mag- 
netic iron  ore  (iserine),  and  some  traces  of  chromate  of  iron. 

Immense  deposits  of  an  alluvial  character  are  distributed  all 
over  the  district,  on  the  tops  almost  of  the  highest  mountains, 
and  in  the  valleys.  Peat,  which  forms  the  great  alluvial  accu- 
mtdations  of  the  Upper  Cabrach,  is  found  in  those  peculiar 
situations  best  fitted  tor  its  formation  and  accumulation.  The 
denser  portion  of  it  generally  appearing  where  trunks  and  bran- 
ches of  trees  exist ;  that  of  the  spongy,  or  fibry  kind,  which 
overlies  the  hill  slopes  and  lower  hnl  tops,  has  a  colour  strongly 
resembling  that  of  neather,  with  which  it  is  generally  covereci, 
occasionally  relieved  with  patches  of  bright  green,  which 

•  Dr.  Walker,  in  the  second  volume  of  his  **  Economical  History  of  the  Heb- 
rides," p.  387,  states  that  **  another  line  species  of  serpentine  is  found  in  the 
north,  especially  in  the  district  of  Boyne.  It  was  formerly  worked  and  known, 
though  erroneously,  by  the  name  of  Boyne  marble.  Before  the  Union  it  was 
frequently  carried  to  France,  where  it  passed  by  the  name  of  the  Verde  (PEcosse. 
It  consists  chiefly  of  a  red  martial  jasper,  and  of  green  steatitical  matter  of  the 
nature  of  the  nephritic  stone,  and  deserves  to  be  better  known  than  it  is  at  present 
by  oar  marblecutters  and  statuaries." 


284  HYDROGRAPHY. 

indicates  the  presence  of  springs.  Over  the  lower  lying  grounds 
it  is  very  generally  distributed,  but  to  describe  its  area  would 
be  almost  impossible.  The  moss  is  of  a  dark  colour,  and  covered 
with  rough  pasture,  and  in  some  instances  with  a  rich  green 
sward,  an  oasis  of  verdant  grass,  which  generally  indicates  that 
limestone  rock  is  near  at  hand. 

Arhoricalture  and  Botany. 

Except  a  few  bushes  at  the  manse,  and  some  old  solitary 
hard  wood  trees  at  farm  yards,  plantations  have  no  existence. 
The  writer  of  the  Old  Statistical  Account  says  that,  "  Nature 
seems  to  have  intended  the  country  more  for  pasturage  than 
agriculture."  The  lower  part  of  the  parish  is  upon  the  transi- 
tion series  of  rock,  and  the  soil  is  generally  of  a  fertile  nature, 
so  are  the  lower  hill  slopes,  and,  if  the  lower  wastes  had  been 
dried,  and  planted,  along  with  some  of  the  barren  hill  slopes,  this 
district,  lilte  many  others  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  County, 
would  have  presented  a  different  aspect  from  that  which  it  now 
presents.  Total  neglect  of  improvements  by  planting,  and  a 
blind  belief  in  such  writings  as  are  found  in  old  Statistical 
Accounts,  has  left  this  part  of  Her  Majesty*s  dominions  a  bare 
bleak  district,  instead  of  being,  what  it  might  have  been,  well 
covered  with  wood.* 

Botany. — Having  given  a  list  of  the  rarer  botanical  plants 
-which  are  to  be  found  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Auchmdoir, 
we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  give  one  for  this  parish,  as  it  would 
not  be  difierent,  unless  we  were  to  embrace  a  wider  range  of 
country  than  the  Upper  Cabrach. 

Hydrography. 

Being  a  moist  mountainous  district,  there  are  numerous 
streams,  rills,  and  springs  of  excellent  water  ;  some  of  the 
springs  are  very  pure  at  the  source,  and  some  of  them  highly 
impregnated  with  iron,  while  two  of  them  are  strongly  impreg- 
nated with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  which  gives  out  a  nauseous 
gas  (somewhat  similar  to  the  Strathpefier  hydrogen  water), 
with  strong  diuretic  properties.  The  principal  stream  is  the 
Doveran  (before  described),  which  abounds  with  common  burn 
trout.  Besides  the  Doveran,  there  are  many  other  streams, 
flowing  from  the  Buck,  and  the  other  hills  and  mountains  of 
the  Cabrach,  such  as  the  head  of  the  water  of  Kirkney,  a  tribu- 

*  As  a  proof  of  the  geniality  of  the  climate,  we  may  mention,  that  on  onr  first 
visit  to  the  Cabrach,  in  July  1854,  we  were  treated  with  creen  pease,  and  a  dish 
of  fine  8trawb(^rries  **  smothered  in  cream,"  such  as  could  not  be  excelled  in  the 
district  of  Aberdeen,  which  we  left  the  day  before.  These  were  grown  in  the 
manse  garden,  which  is,  as  before  stated,  10*)0  feet  above  sea  level. 
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tary  of  the  Bogie,  with  the  burns  of  Eb*ick  and  Redford,  on  the 
east  of  the  river;  and,  on  the  west,  there  is  the  bum  which  flows 
from  the  moss  of  Balvally,  the  Aultdeach,  the  bum  of  Aldie- 
valloeh,*  and  many  other  smaller  mountain  torrents. 

Farms  and  FarTning. 
The  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agri- 
cultural holdings,  exclusive   of  the  smaller  properties,  and 
shootings  which  are  let : — 

N<K  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.        and  ander  £100.        and  under  £50.         and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

1  1  19  6  5 

And  one  occupant  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Cabrach,  year 

1872-73, £950    0  0 

Do.        Shootings,  where  Let, 280    0  0 

Bo.        Small  Properties, 38  10  0 

Total  value, £1,268  10    0 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed jEIOO  sterling,  are — 

His  Grace,  The  Duke  of  Bichmond. 
The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  three  in  number. 

Farming. — ^The  usual  cereal  crops  OTOwn  in  the  district  are 
those  of  birley  oats,  and  here,  which  frequently,  and  owinff  to 
early  autumn  frosts,  do  not  come  to  maturity ;  and  in  the  best 
seasons  the  produce  is  not  more  than  equal  to  supply  the  natives. 
Turnips  generally  are  good,  but  the  potato  crop  is  often  sadly 
smitten  with  frost  Cabbage,  or  such  leguminous  plants,  grow 
in  great  perfection.-f-  As  a  grazing  country,  the  Cabrach  is  well 
known  to  be  good,  and  the  stock  of  cattle  and  sheep  kept  are 
at  least  as  numerous  as  could  be  desired,  and  were  it  not  that 
g^zings  are  to  be  rented  for  the  summer  season  in  some  of  the 
adjoining  districts,  the  cattle  especially  could  not  be  brought 
into  marKetable  condition.  Being  more  of  a  cattle-rearing  than 
a  corn-growing  country,  less  attention  is  paid  to  the  size  and 
quality  of  farm  buildings,  which  in  general  are  commodious 
enougn,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  stock  is  usually  disposed  of 
in  the  autumn  markets.  • 

*  Aldievalloch,  in  Gaelic,  Allt-a-bhealaich,  which  means  "  the  stream  of  the 
opening  or  pass,"  a  name  well-known  from  a  song,  set  to  a  very  popular  Scotch 
au-  ^dled  '*  Hoy's  Wife  of  Aldievalloch.'' 

t  We  have  heard  the  late  minister  of  the  parish  say,  that  he  had  supplied  the 
late  noble  owner  of  Blackwater  Lod^e  with  cabbage,  wnich,  for  size  at  least,  could 
not  be  equalled  by  those  produced  m  the  Duke's  own  ganlens  there,  or  even  at 
Gordon  Castle. 
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Roads, 
These  we  have  ahready  described ;  it  will,  therefore,  be  onlj 
necessary  here  for  us  to  say,  that  the  church  of  Cabrach  is 
distant  from  the  Alford  Railway  Station,  taking  the  most  direct 
line  of  road  by  Lumsden,  about  15|  miles ;  and  from  the  Gartly 
Station,  by  Rhjmie,  about  14  miles,  and  from  the  HuntJy  Rail- 
way Station,  by  the  Doveran  side  road,  17  miles. 

Markets, 
There  are  two  annual  markets  held  in  the  parish  for  the  sale 
of  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep.     One  on  the  3rd  Thursday  in  July, 
O.  S.,  and  one  on  the  2nd  Friday  in  October. 

Inns  and  Alehouses, 
There  is  only  one  Inn  or  Alehouse  in  the  district 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds  for  the  whole  Parish. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CABRACH,  DURING 

THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments £258  17    2i 

Do.      from  Mortificatiomi,  and  all  other  sources,        4    6    3 


£263    3    5i 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,   .  £218  11    3^ 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 14    0 

Medical  ReUef, 10  14    7 

Management, 15    8    8} 

Balance  in  hand,     .                          .  17    4  10} 


£263    3    5i 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871.  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

186L 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

OuualPoor. 

Fktuous 

or 
Innne. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Depend- 
antfl. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

794 

7 

19 

26 

19 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members,  or  managers  on  the  Board 
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II._CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  battle  of  Balrinnes,  sometimes  called  the  battle  of  Glen- 
livat,  which  was  fought  in  Glentiddich,  on  the  3rd  of  October, 
1594,  is  the  only  important  event  which  we  have  to  record  in 
connection  with  this  parish.   This  battle  arose  out  of  the  feuds 
which  existed  between  the  Earis  of  Moray  and  Huntly.     The 
northern  chief  of  the  battle  was  George  Gordon,  the  sixth  Earl 
of  Huntly,  and  the  first  Marquis.     The  Earl  of  Moray,  when 
Regent,  had  slain  his  grandfather  at  Corrichie,  in  1562,  and 
hanged  his  uncle,  Sir  John  Gordon,  in  the  Castlegate  of  Aber- 
deen.    "  According  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  the  feud  was 
handed  down  from  father  to  son,  but  it  was  not  till  1592  that 
Huntlvffot  an  opportunity  of  retaliating  upon  his  hereditary 
foe."     The  Earl  of  Huntly  accused  Moray  of  being  concerned 
in  a  traitrous  attempt  against  King  James  VI.,  and  having 
obtained  a  royal  warrant,  beset  Moray  in  his  castle  at  Donni- 
bristle,  in  Fife,  where,  and  after  an  obstinate  contest,  the  castle 
was  burnt,  and  the  young  Earl  was  slain.     Earl  Moray  broke 
through  the  fire  and  his  assailants,  and  gained  the  sea-shore ; 
but  was  traced  to  a  cave,  where  he  was  foully  murdered   "  Gor- 
don of  Buckie  having  given  the  first  blow,  observing  that 
Huntly  held  back,  compelled  him  it  is  said,  to  advance  and 
stab  his  defenceless  adversary,  in  order  that  he  might  be  as 
deep  in  the  business  as  the  rest."* 

The  next  important  event  which  occured,  was  that  the 
Catholic  Earls  of  Huntly,  and  Errol,  and  their  associates  and 
retainers  in  the  north,  were  accused  of  being  in  the  interest 
of  Spain ;  and  that  they  were  subsidized  by  ffold  to  aid  an 
intended  invasion  of  the  Spainards  into  Scotland.  In  this 
scheme  they  were  opposed  by  the  adherents  of  the  kirk,  then 
dominant  at  court.  On  the  21st  September,  1594,  the  Marquis 
of  Argyle,  then  a  youth  of  nineteen,  having  received  a  royal 
commission  to  pursue  Huntly  and  his  associates,  set  out  on 
his  expedition  with  a  force  of  six  thousand  hastily  levied  and 
poorly  armed  Highlanders.  But  as  Argyle  was  eager  to  revenge 
the  murder  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  Earl  of  Moray,  he  pressed 
forward  to  meet  Huntly ;  "  to  whom  he  sent  a  message,  that 
within  three  days  he  meant  to  sleep  at  Strathbogie."  To  this 
challenge  Huntly  replied,  "that  Argyle  should  be  welcome: 
he  himself  should  be  his  porter,  and  open  all  the  gates  of  his 
palace  to  his  young  friend  ;  but  he  must  not  take  it  amiss,  if 
he  rubbed  his  cloak  against  Argyle's  plaid  ere  they  parted." 

*  From  a  lecture  by  the  Rev.  John  Macdoaald,  on  the  Early  History  of 
Huntiy,  1872. 
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Argyle's  army,  previous  to  the  battle,  had  been  augmented 
by  a  rabble  of  rascals  and  pokebearers,  as  they  are  described  by 
Bowes,  Queen  Elizabeth's  representative,  numbered  about  ten 
thousand  men. 

The  Catholic  Earls  were  unable  to  muster  more  than  fifteen 
hundred,  or  at  most  two  thousand  men ;  "  but  of  these,  the 
greater  part  were  resolute  and  gallant  gentlemen,  all  mounted 
and  fully  armed;  besides  six  pieces  of  ordnance,  under  the 
charge  of  some  oflScers  of  great  experience,  who  had  served  in 
the  low  country  wars.* 

The  Huntly  and  Enrol  forces  mustered  in  the  Cabrach,  the 
niffht  previous  to  the  battle,  and  the  ballad  itself  may  be  left  to 
tea  its  own  tale,  as  to  the  incidents  of  the  fight : — 


Frae  Dunnoter  to  Aberdeen,  I 

1  rase  and  took  the  way, 
Believing  weei  that  it  had  been 

Not  half  ane  hour  to  day. 
The  lift  waa  clad  with  cloudis  grey. 

And  ower  maakit  was  the  moon, 
Which  me  deceived  where  I  lay. 

And  made  me  rise  ower  soon. 

Oc  Towie  mount  I  met  a  man 

Well  graithed  in  his  gear  ; 
Quoth  I—"  What  news  ? "  then  he  began 

To  tell  a  fitt  of  weir. 
Quoth  he — **  The  ministers,  I  fear, 

A  bloody  browst  have  brewn  ; 
For  yesterday,  withouten  mair. 

On  ane  hill  at  Stradown. 

["I  saw  three  lords  in  battle  fight 

Right  furiously  awhile, 
Huntlie  and  Errol,  as  they  hight. 

Were  both  against  Argyle. 
Turn  back  with  me  and  nde  a  mile, 

And  I  shall  make  it  kenn'd, 
How  they  began  the  form  and  style, 

And  of  the  battle's  end."] 

Then  I,  as  any  man  would  be, 

Desirous  was  to  know 
Mair  of  that  tale  he  told  to  me. 

The  which,  he  said,  he  saw. 
By  then  the  day  began  to  daw. 

And  back  with  him  I  rade  ; 
Then  he  began  the  sooth  to  show. 

And  on  this  wise  he  said  :— 

MacCallen  More  came  frae  the  west. 

With  mony  a  bow  and  brand  ; 
To  waste  the  Rhinnes  ho  thought  best. 

The  Eafl  of  Huntlie's  land. 
He  swore  that  none  skou'd  him  gainstand. 

Except  that  he  were  fey. 
But  all  shou'd  bo  at  his  command, 

That  dwelt  be  north  of  Tay. 


Then  Huntlie,  to  prevent  that  peril, 

Directit  hastilie, 
Unto  the  noble  Earl  of  Errol 

Besought  him  for  supplie. 
Wha  said — "  it  is  my  dutie 

For  to  give  Huntlie  support. 
For  if  he  loses  Strathbogie, 

My  Slaines*  will  be  ill  hurt. 

"  Therefore  I  bald  the  subject  vain, 

Wou'd  reave  us  of  our  right. 
First  shall  one  of  us  be  slain. 

The  other  tak'  the  fiight. 
Suppose  Argyle  be  much  of  might. 

By  force  of  Hielandmon  ; 
We's  be  a  mote  into  his  siglit. 

Or  he  pass  hame  again. 

**  Be  blithe,  my  merry*  men,  be  blithe, 

Argyle  shall  have  tne  worse, 
Gif  he  into  his  country  kythe,+ 

I  houp  in  God  his  cross  ! " 
Then  leap'd  this  lord  upon  his  horse. 

And  with  warlike  troop  frae  Turray,:^ 
To  meet  with  Huntlie  and  his  force, 

Bade  to  Elgin  in  the  Murray. 

The  same  night  that  those  two  lords  met, 

I  wot  'twou'd  be  thought  long  ; 
To  tell  you  all,  (I  have  forgot,) 

llie  mirth  was  them  among. 
Then  pipers  play'd,  and  songsters  sang. 

To  glad  the  merry  host ; 
Wha  fear'd  not  the  foemen  strong. 

Nor  yet  Argyle  his  boast. 

They  for  two  days  wou*d  not  remove. 

But  blithely  drank  the  wine  ; 
Some  to  hifi  lass,  some  to  his  love. 

Some  to  his  ladye  fine. 
And  he  that  thought  not  for  to  blyne,§ 

His  mistress'  token  tak's, 
They  kiss'd  it  first,  and  set  it  sjme 

Upon  their  holms  and  jacks. 


•  Tytler's  History  of  Scotland,  A.D.  1694. 
•  Slains  CMtle.         t "  Kythe.'*  is  found.         J  "  Turray,"  Turriff.         {  "  Blyne,**  not  to  shrink. 
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Thoy  pass'd  their  time  right  wantonlie. 

Till  word  camo  at  the  last, 
Ar^ylo,  with  ane  groat  armie, 

Approach^  wond'rous  fast. 
Then  frae  the  toun  those  Barons  pass'd, 

And  Huutlie  to  them  said,  — 
"  Gude  geatlemen,  we  will  us  cast 

To  Strathhogie,  but  beed."* 

When  they  unto  Strathbogie  came, 

To  council  soon  they  gaed  ; 
There  to  see  how  things  might  frame, 

For  they  had  meikle  need. 
They  rowed  them  unto  a  deed, 

As  kirkmen  cou'd  devise,  [speed, 

Syne  nray'd  that  they  might  find  good 

Of  tneir  gude  enterprise. 

Then  every  man  himself  did  arm, 

To  meet  MacCallen  More, 
Unto  Stradoun,  who  did  groat  harm, 

The  Wedensdav  before. 
As  lions  do  poor  Jambs  devour. 

With  bimdie  teeth  and  nail^ 
They  brant  the  biggings,  took  the  store. 

Syne  slew  the  people's  sells. 

Beside  all  this  hie  crueltie. 

He  said,  ere  he  shou'd  cease, 
The  stacding-stones  of  Strathbogie 

Should  be  his  pallion's  place. 
But  HuntUe  said—"  With  God  his  grace, 

First  we  shall  fight  them  ones, 
Perchance  that  they  may  tak*  the  chase. 

Ere  they  come  to  the  stones  ! " 

Those  Lords  kept  on  at  afternoon 

With  all  their  weirmen  wight, 
Then  sped  up  to  the  Cabrach  soon, 

Where  they  bade  all  that  night. 
Upon  the  mom,  when  day  was  light. 

They  raise  and  made  them  boune, 
Intil  ane  castle  that  stood  on  height ; 

They  called  it  Auchindoun. 

Beside  that  castle,  on  a  croft. 

They  stendeil  pallions  there  ; 
Thou  spak'  a  roan  that  had  been  oft 

In  jcopardie  of  weir  : 
"  My  Lords,  your  foes  they  are  to  fear. 

Though  we  were  never  so  stout. 
Therefore  command  some  men  of  weir 

To  watch  the  rest  about." 

By  this  was  done,  some  gentlemen. 

Of  noble  kin  and  bluid. 
To  council  with  those  Lords  began. 

Of  matters  to  conclude  : 
For  weel  eneugh  they  understood 

The  matter  was  of  weight. 
They  hadna  so  manie  men  of  goo<l. 

In  battle  for  to  fight. 


Tlio  firstin  man  in  council  spak', 

(»ood  Errol,  it  was  he  ; 
Wh<j  says—**  I  will  the  vanguard  tak,' 

And  leading  u|)ou  me. 
'  "  Becd,"  without  delay.        f  "  Nao  mows,' 


My  Lord  HiintUo,  come  succour  me, 

When  ye  see  me  opprest ; 
For  frae  the  field  I  will  not  flee. 

So  lang  as  I  may  last." 

Thereat  some  Gordons  waxed  wraith. 

And  said  he  did  them  wrang  ; 
To  let  this  lord  then  they  were  laith. 

First  to  the  battle  gang. 
The  meeting  that  was  them  among. 

Was  no  men  that  it  heard  ; 
But  Huntlie,  with  ane  troop  full  strong, 

Bade  into  the  rear-guara. 

This  was  the  number  of  their  force. 

Those  Lords  to  battle  led  ; 
Ane  thoxisand  gentlemen  on  horse. 

And  some  footmen  they  had  ; 
Three  hundred  that  shot  arrows  braid, 

Four  score  that  hagbuts  bore  ; 
This  was  the  number  that  they  had. 

Of  footmen  with  them  sure. 

Thus  with  their  noble  chivalry 

They  marched  into  the  field  ; 
Argyle,  with  ane  great  armie, 

Upon  ane  hill  ta'en  bield  ; 
Abiaing  them  with  spear  and  shield. 

With  bullets,  darts,  and  bows ; 
The  men  could  weel  their  weapons  wield, 

To  meet  them  was  nae  mowB.t 

When  thoy  sj  near  other  were  come. 

That  ilk  man  saw  his  foe, 
"  Go  to,  essav  the  game,"  some  said  ; 

But  Captam  Ker*  said,  "  No  : 
First  let  the  guns  before  us  go. 

That  thev  may  break  the  order." 
Quoth  baith  the  Lords—"  Let  it  be  so. 

Or  ever  we  gae  farder."§ 

Then  Andrew  Gray,  upon  ane  horse. 

Betwixt  the  battles  rade. 
Making  the  sign  of  hally  cross, 

"  In  manwt  tiuu,*'  he  said. 
He  lighted  there  the  guns  to  lead, 

Till  they  came  to  the  rest ; 
Then  Captain  Ker  unto  him  sped. 

And  bade  him  shoot  in  haste. 

"  I  will  not  shoot,"  auoth  Andrew  Gray, 

"  Till  they  come  o  er  yon  hill ; 
We  ha'e  an  ower  good  cause  this  day, 

Thro'  misguidings  to  spill. 
Go  back,  and  bid  our  men  bide  still. 

Till  they  come  to  the  plain  ; 
Then  shall  my  shooting  do  them  ill ; 

I  will  not  shoot  in  vain." 


"  Shoot  up,  shoot  up ! "  quoth  Captain  Kor, 

"  Shoot  up  to  our  comfort ! " 
The  firstin  snot  [it]  was  too  near. 

It  lighted  all  too  short. 
The  nextin  shot  their  foes  [it]  hurt. 

It  lighted  wond'rous  weel : 
Quoth  Andrew  Gray—"  T  see  ane  sport. 

When  thuy  Iw^un  to  reel ! 
'  no  Joke.        tj>«*ptaln  Kcr,  nupposcd  to  be  the  per- 


petrator of  the  Towic  tra^fody.        %  '*  Fanlcr,**  further. 
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''  Go  to,  ffood  mates,  and  'say  the  game. 

Yon  f oIkb  are  in  a  fray ; 
Let  see  how  we  can  mell  with  them. 

Into  their  disarray ; 
Go.  {TO,  it  is  not  time  to  stay, 

An  for  my  benison  ; 
3ave  none  this  day.  ye  may  gar  die, 

TiU  we  the  field  fia'e  won  ! " 

[Then  awful  Errol  he  'gan  say  : 

**  Good  fellows,  follow  me  ; 
I  hope  it  shall  be  ours  this  day. 

Or  else  therefore  to  dee. 
Tho'  they  in  number  many  be. 

Set  on  withouten  words  ; 
Let  ilk  brave  fellow  brake  Ms  tree, 

And  then  pursue  with  swords.*'] 

Then  Errol  hasted  to  the  height 

Whore  he  did  battle  bide. 
With  him  went  Auchindoun  and  Gight, 

And  Bonuitoun  by  hi»<  side  ; 
Where  many  gentlemen  did  with  him  bide. 

Whose  praise  should  not  be  smoor'd  ;* 
But  Captain  Ker,  that  was  their  guide. 

Bade  aye  before  my  Lord. 

They  were  not  many  men  of  weir. 

But  they  were  wondrous  true  ; 
With  hafirbuts,  pistols,  bow,  and  Bpear, 

They  did  their  foes  pursue  ; 
Where  bullets,  darts,  and  arrows  flew. 

As  thick  as  hail  or  rain, 
Whilk  many  hurt ;  and  some  they  slew. 

Of  horse  and  gentlemen. 

Huntlie  made  haste  to  succour  him, 

And  chargM  furiouslie, 
Where  many  [ane]  man's  sight  grew  dim. 

The  shots  so  thick  did  flee  ; 
Whilk  gar'd  right  many  doughty  dee,+ 

Of  some  on  every  side  ; 
Arn^le  with  his  talc^:  host  did  flee. 

But  MaoLean§  did  still  abide. 

MacLean  had  on  a  habergeon. 

Ilk  Lord  had  on  ane  jack, 
Together  fiercely  are  they  run. 

With  many  a  gun's  crack. 
The  splinters  of  their  spears  they  brak' 

Flew  up  into  tho  air. 
And  bore  doun  many  on  their  back. 

Again  raise  never  mair. 

"  Alace,  I  see  ane  sorry  sight ! " 

Said  the  Laird  of  MacLeui ; 
"  Our  feeble  folks  have  ta'en  the  flight. 

And  left  me  mine  alane. 
Now  maun  I  flee  or  else  be  slain. 

Since  they  will  not  return  ; " 
With  that  he  ran  out  o'er  ane  don, 

Alongside  ane  little  bum. 


[Then  some  men  said—"  We  will  be  tnm 

And  tak'  MacLean  by  course.** 
"  Go  to  !  for  we  are  men  anew 

To  bear  him  doun  by  force.** 
But  noble  Errol  had  remorse. 

And  said — "  It  is  not  best ; 
For  the  Argyle  has  got  the  wont. 

Let  him  gang  with  the  rest. 

"  What  greater  honour  cou'd  ye  wish. 

In  deeds  of  chivalry. 
Or  braver  victory  thaji  this, 

Where  one  has  chased  thrice  three  ? 
Therefore,  good  fellows^  let  him  be ; 

He'll  dee  before  he  3^eld  ; 
For  he  with  his  small  company 

Bade  longest  in  tiie  field. '] 

Then,  after  great  Ai^le  his  host. 

Some  horsemen  took  the  chane  | 
Thev  tum'd  their  backs,  for  all  their  boast. 

They  cried  out,  "  Oh  !  "  and  some, 
Contrair  their  foes  to  face.         ["  Alaoe  " 

But  never  for  mercy  Mught ; 
Therefore  the  Gordons  gave  no  gMce, 

Because  they  crav'd  it  not. 

Then  some  good  men  pursued  sharp, 

With  Errol  and  Huntlie, 
And  they  with  ane  captain  did  carp, 

Whose  name  was  Ogilvie. 
He  says—"  Gentlemen,  let's  see 

Who  maniest  slain  [hast]  slaid  ; 
Save  nane  this  day  ye  may  gar  dee. 

For  pleadis  nor  ransom  paid.**|| 

Like  harts,  up  howes  and  hills  they  ran. 

Where  horsemen  might  not  win  ; 
"  Retire  again,"  quoth  Himtlie  then, 

"  Where  we  did  first  begin. 
Here  lies  many  carved  skins, 

And  man}-  ane  bloody  bee^. 
For  anv  help,  with  little  din, 

Shall  rot  abtme  the  yeapd."ir 

When  they  came  to  the  hill  again. 

They  set  doun  on  their  knees  ; 
Syne  thankM  God  that  they  had  slain 

So  many  enemies.** 
They  rose  before  Argyle  his  eyes, 

Made  Captain  Ker  ane  knight, 
Syne  bade  amang  the  dead  bodies 

Till  they  were  out  of  sight. 

[Now  I  have  you  already  told, 

Huntly  and  Errol's  men 
Could  scarce  be  thirteen  hundred  call'd. 

The  truth  if  ye  wou'd  ken. 
And  yot  Argyle  and  his  thousands  ten 

Wore  they  that  took  tho  race  ; 
And  tho'  that  they  were  nine  to  ane, 

They  caused  [them]  tak'  the  chase. 


•  "  Smoor'd,''  duppressed.     t  **  Doughty  dee,**  redoubtable  men  die.     I  "  Tald,"*  numbered  men. 
S  Sir  John  MacLoan  of  Duart  was  aooond  in  command.     ||  For  pleading  or  promised  ransom. 
t"Yeajd,"yeird,  earth. 
*•  "  Ye  hypocrites,  are  these  your  pranks  ? 
To  murder  folkfi,  and  then  give  thanks  ! 
Forb«rar,  forbear,  proceed  no  further, 
For  God  delights  in  no  such  murder."— Bums. 
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So  Argyle's  boast  it  was  in  rain 

(He  thocht  sure  not  to  tyne),* 
That  if  he  durst  come  to  the  plain, 

He  would  gar  ever^  nine 
Of  bis  lay  hold  upon  ilk  nmn 

Huntly  and  Eirol  had  ; 
And  yet  for  all  his  odds  he  ran, 

To  tell  how  ill  he  sped.] 


This  deed  sae  doughtilio  was  done. 

As  I  heard  true  men  toll, 
Upon  a  Thursday  afternoon. 

Saint  Francis'  eve  befell. 
Good  Auchindoun  was  slain  himsor, 

With  seven  mair  in  battell, 
So  was  the  Laird  of  Lochenzellii* 

Great  pitie  was  to  tell. 


Aldievalloch,  in  the  Upper  Cabrach,  is  the  scene  of  the  well- 
known  spirited  song,  "  Roy's  wife  of  Aldievalloch,"  said  to  have 
been  written  by  Mrs.  Grant,  of  Carron,  who  was  bom  at  Aber- 
lour,  in  Banffshire,  and  died  at  Bath,  in  1814. 

Roy's  wife  of  Aldivalloch, 
Roy's  wife  of  Aldivalloch, 
Wat  ye  how  she  cheated  me, 
As  1  cam'  o'er  the  braea  o'  Balloch. 

She  vow'd,  she  swore  she  wad  be  mine, 

She  said  she  lo'ed  me  best  of  ony  ; 
But  oh  !  the  fickle,  faithless  quean, 

She's  taeu  the  carl,  and  left  her  Johnnie. 
Boy's  wife  of  Aldivalloch,  &c 

Oh,  she  was  a  canty  quean, 
^  Well  she  could  dance  the  Highland  walloch  ; 

How  happy  I,  had  she  been  mine, 
Or  I  been  Roy  of  Aldivalloch. 
Roy's  wife  of  Aldivalloch,  &c. 

Her  face  sae  fair,  her  e'en  sae  clear. 
Her  wee  bit  mou'  sae  sweet  and  bonnie  ; 

To  me  she  ever  will  be  dear. 
Though  she's  for  ever  left  her  Johnnie. 
Roy's  wife  of  Aldivalloch,  &c. 

The  people  of  the  Cabrach  are  respectable  in  their  rank  of 
life,  ana  rational  in  their  relirious  principles.  There  are  some 
bigots.  Religious  toleration  nas  ever  been  a  marked  feature  in 
the  character  of  the  natives,  and,  though  the  Roman  Catholic 
chapel  is  in  ruins,  almost  every  man  in  the  parish  subscribed 
to  tne  funds  for  the  erection  (1873^  of  a  Umted  Presbyterian 
Church-  They  are  industrious  and  careful  of  what  they  have 
got,  and  not  unmindful  of  neighbours  in  distress.  Civilization 
and  good  manners  have  progressed  with  the  age,  they  are  sober 
and  temperate,  and  most  of  them  are  possessed  not  only  of 
material  comforts,  but  are  also  far  a-head  of  many  of  tneir 
neighbours  in  intellectual  capacity.  The  Cabrach  men  are  well 
known  to  be  shrewd  dealers  in  black  cattle  and  sheep,  in  all 
country  fairs  around,  and  "  none  have  been  banished,  or  hanged 
in  moaem  times." 

The  climate  of  the  Upper  Cabrach  is  moist,  wet,  sometimes 
it  "  dings  on  sax  ooks,  an  neither  uppals  nor  devalls ; "  but  with 
blazing  coal-black  peat-lires,  and  with  milk  as  a  constituent 

•  "  Tyne,"  lose        t  '*  LochotiMU,"  Lochnell. 
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part  of  the  ordinary  food,  the  natives  are  wonderfully  exempt 
from  sickness. 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

Both  the  Church  and  the  Manse  are  old  buildings.  The 
stipend  is  £158  6S.  7d.,  the  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are 
valued  at  £12,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £10  10s.  The 
parochial  schoolmaster  has  the  legal  accomodation,  with  £30  of 
a  salary,  and  the  school  fees. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  six  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
Wm.  Ronald,  Schoolhouse,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate, 
lOd.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There  are  two 
schools  in  the  parish,  and  93  scholars — the  Upper  Cabrach 
school,  48 ;  Lower  Cabrach  school,  45. 

There  is  a  large  Parochial  Library  in  connection  with  an  old 
established  Mutual  Improvement  Society,  and  the  people  are 
fully  awake  to  the  benefits  which  are  derived  from  such  institu- 
tions. 


PARISH  OF  CAIRNIE. 


Presbytery  of  Strathbogie — Synod  of  Moray. 


Etymology. 
The  name  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  Cam-an,  which  is  the 
diminutive  of  CarUy  and  signifies  a  place  of  small  caivTia, 

Boundaries. 
The  parish  lies  on  the  north-western  frontiers  of  the  County, 
and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Banffshire,  and  the  parishes  of 
Grange  and  Rothiemay  ;  on  the  east  by  the  parish  of  Huntly ; 
on  the  south  partly  by  Huntly,  and  the  parish  of  Glass  ;  and  on 
the  west  by  Banffsnire,  and  the  parishes  of  Botriphnie  and  Keith. 

Extent. 
Its  greatest  length,  from  the  confluence  of  the  Isla  with  the 
Doveran,  to  the  south-west  point  at  Ardonald,  in  a  direct  line 
measures  about  7  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth,  from  south  to 
north,  measures  about  5i  miles,  also  in  a  direct  line ;  and  the 
whole  area  of  the  parish  in  Aberdeenshire,  is  about  12,000 
acres. 
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T(ypography, 
This  parish  is  very  hilly,  but  excepting  the  rocky-peaked 
Beinn-hiU  of  Huntly,  which  is  about  1050  feet  above  sea  level, 
and  the  western  bounding  ridge  of  the  Balloch,  1208  feet,  the 
other  hills  are  of  no  great  altitude.  The  south-west  bounding 
ridge  with  Glass,  runs  from  the  Beinn,  by  Muleith,  towards  Bo- 
triphnie  parish  The  bum  of  Cairnie  runs  through  the  parish 
from  south-west  to  north-east.  It  has  a  very  winding  course 
by  the  manse  and  church,  and  divides  the  parish  into  two  very 
nearly  equal  parts — the  south  division  being  rather  more  hilly 
than  the  north — especially  along  the  central  valley  throuffh 
which  the  bum  of  Cairnie  flows.  The  lowermost  point  in  the 
parish,  is  at  the  influx  of  the  Isla  with  the  Doveran,  and  it  is 
296  feet  above  sea  level ;  the  Rothiemay  Station  of  the  Great 
North  of  Scotland  Railway,  stands  a  little  above  the  confluence 
of  these  rivers,  in  the  north-east  comer  of  the  parish,  and  is 
332  feet  above  sea  level ;  and  the  Grange  Station,  on  the  same 
Une,  is  338  feet,  and  it  is  in  the  north-west  comer.  These 
stations  are  3^  miles  apart,  and  the  rise  from  Rothiemay  to 
Grange  is  only  six  feet.  The  rise  on  the  Isla,  from  the  Doveran, 
to  the  west  boundarj'^  of  the  parish,  and  County,  is  about  40  feet, 
and  336  feet  above  sea  level 

Geology  and  Soils, 

The  chief  geolo^cal  features  of  the  parish  are  the  limestone 
beds,  or  veins,  which  exist  throughout  the  southern  division ; 
that  of  the  north  and  east,  consist  of  trap  rock,  syenite,  and 
greyish  granite,  in*  beds  and  boulders  of  every  size,  with  lar^e 
deposits  of  arenaceous  sand  in  the  north-east  division,  and  argil- 
laceous earth  in  the  west  Syenite  which  appears  in  irregular 
beds  on  some  conspicuous  points  in  the  north  division,  and  being 
a  member  of  the  unstratihed  rocks  of  the  country,  we  may  de- 
scribe its  mineralogical  composition  as  consisting  of  hornblende 
and  felspar.  The  hornblende,  in  general,  is  of  a  dark  green 
colour,  that  of  the  felspar  is  greyish- white,  greenish-grey,  and 
brown,  and  in  size,  the  component  parts  vary  from  small  to 
large  granular,  which,  and  on  decomposition,  assumes  a  dark 
yellowish  aspect,  with  a  tendency  to  exfoliation. 

The  ridge  of  the  Balloch  constitutes  a  portion  of  the  great 
vein  of  quartz  which  runs  from  the  hill  of  Durn,  near  Portsoy, 
by  the  Knock  Hill,  to  the  top  of  Glenfiddoch.  The  q[uartz  rock 
of  the  Balloch  contains  no  remarkable  variety,  and  it  is  not  so 
piire  as  that  which  is  to  be  found  on  the  Beinn-liill  of  Cullen, 
and  forming  large  tracts  in  several  parts  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  especially  those  in  the  neiglibouring  county  of  Banlt*. 
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We  now  come  to  notice  the  crystalline  limestone  beds  which 
are  so  abundant  on  the  west  frontiers  of  Aberdeenshire,  that 
their  connections  may  be  traced,  along  with  the  similarity  of 
their  mineralogical  character,  from  the  "  Knock,"  in  BanfiFshire, 
by  Ardonald,  in  this  parish,  through  the  heart  of  the  Cabrach, 
to  Glenbucket,  Strathdon,  and  the  mountains  of  Braemar. 
Everywhere,  and  at  several  openings  alonff  the  veins,  it  may  l>e 
observed  to  have  much  the  same  stratal  direction,  and  angle  of 
inclination,  and  associated  with  it  are  beds  of  mica  and  clay 
slate.  The  Ardonald  quarries  were  at  one  time  extensively 
wrought ;  but  owing  to  the  great  depth  of  overlying  strata,  and 
a  land  slip  which  occurred  a  few  years  ago,  they  are  not  now 
worked.  The  Ardonald  limestone  had  little  diversity  of  cha- 
racter from  that  which  exists  all  over  the  western  parts  of 
Aberdeenshire,  and  the  neighbouring  county  of  Banti',  except 
that  fluor-spar  was  found  in  the  small  calcareous  veins  which 
traversed  the  rock ;  it  was  purple  in  colour,  and  ciystallized  in 
minute,  but  perfect  cubes.  In  tne  neighbourhood  of  this  quarry, 
there  were  also  found  groups  of  blue  kyanite  of  considerable 
size,  which  exhibited  their  angles  and  planes  in  a  distinct 
manner,  and  in  every  instance  they  were  found  imbedded  in 
the  quartz  concretions  of  the  mica  and  clay  slates. 

Sails. — In  the  lower  central  district  of  the  parish,  the  soil 
generally  approaches  to  a  rich  clay  loam,  and  on  the  western 
higher  division  it  is  but  poor  and  stony.  Towards  Doveran 
side,  the  soil  is  of  a  blackish  loam,  on  a  gravelly  subsoil,  with 
boulder  rock.  On  the  south-west  division,  part  of  it  is  good 
yellow  loam,  and  part  of  it  is  black  and  moorish,  of  a  very 
worthless  kind. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany, 

The  author  of  the  Old  Statistical  Account  (1794),  says,  "  Not 
one  tree  has  been  planted  here  for  60  years,  though  the  river 
and  burn-sides  are  favourable  to  their  growth,"  and  in  the  first 
four  decades  of  the  present  century,  few  trees  were  planted. 
But  in  the  years  1839-40,  that  portion  of  the  Beinn  forest  which 
lies  in  Cairnie,  was  enclosed  and  planted,  and  in  the  valley  of 
the  Doveran,  on  the  east,  and  on  the  ridge  of  Broadland,  south- 
west of  the  Beinn,  several  plantations  were  laid  out  about  the 
same  time,  so  that  the  whole  eastern  division  of  the  parish  is 
now  well  wooded.  The  trees  consist  of  Scots  firs,  and  larch, 
with  some  hardwood  and  spruce  of  very  promising  growth,  but 
much  neglected  through  want  of  timely  thinning.  On  the  north- 
eastern sliouldcr  of  the  Balloch,*  which  overlooks  the  valley  of 

*  IJ.illoch  is  from  the  Gaelic  word  Jicalnch,  nicaiiing  au  *'oi)eniiig  or  pa&s 
betwccu  two  hills." 
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the  Isla,  there  is  a  remnant  of  an  old  Scots  fir  and  larch  planta- 
tion, tut,  tradition  says,  "  that  some  of  the  hills  in  Cairny  were 
once  covered  with  stately  oaks."  By  the  manse,  there  are  some 
old  hardwood,  and  younger  clumps  of  trees,  and,  westward, 
by  Newton,  or  Cairn  whelp,  some  nedges  have  been  planted. 
At  the  old  house  of  Auchanachy,  and  at  other  places,  tnere  are 
some  old  ash  trees.  Along  the  braes  south  of  the  Caimie 
Water,  there  are  alder  trees  in  the  glens,  with  birch  and  juni- 
per bushes  struggling  up  the  hill  slopes.  The  Caimie  side  of 
the  Isla  Water  is  flat,  wet,  and  bare — without  a  tree,  or  even  a 
bush  of  any  kind — a  place  where  "snipes  should  grow." 

Botany. — ^The  botanical  productions  of  the  parisn  present  no 
specimens  worthy  of  notice. 

Hydrography. 
The  bum  of  Caimie  has  its  source  in  the  south-western,  and 
Banflfehire  portion  of  the  parish,  and,  after  a  rather  tortuous 
course  of  upwards  of  seven  miles,  by  the  ruins  of  Pitlurg  Castle, 
Botary,  the  church,  and  Auchanachy,  falls  into  the  Isla,  within 
two  miles  of  the  confluence  of  that  stream  with  the  Doveran. 
The  water  of  Isla,  a  Banffshire  stream,  bounds  the  parish  on 
the  north  for  about  four  miles,  and  the  Doveran  bounds  it  on 
the  east  and  south  for  about  three  miles.  The  bum  of  Cairnie 
has  many  small  tributary  streams,  and  from  its  central  position, 
and  along  with  a  number  of  perennial  springs,  some  of  which 
have  chafybeate  properties,  the  parish,  altogether,  is  well  watered. 

Farms  and  Farming. 
The  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agri- 
cultural holdings  in  a  classified  form,  there  being  no  resident 
proprietors  in  the  parish,  other  than  the  two  ministers,  the  two 
schoolmasters,  a  blacksmith,  and  two  millers : — 

Nol  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £fiO  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

16  27  32  19  21 

And  five  oocnpants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  rarish  of  Caimie,  year 

187273 £6,310  0  9 

Do.        Woodlands  and  Muir, 42  1  0 

Do.        Shootinm,  where  Let, 44  10  0 

Do.  IVIills,  Machinery,  and  Blacksmith's  Shop,       .        .  28  0  0 

Do.  Church  and  School  Property,            ....  72  0  0 

Do.        RaUways, 692  0  0 

Total  value, £7,188  11     9 

Land  oimiers  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
e«roil  £100  sterling,  are — 
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His  Grace,  The  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Major  Lachlan  Duff  (.lordon  Duff^  of  Davidflton. 
The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  seven  in  number. 

Farming. — Leases  are  in  general  granted  for  19  years,  and 
the  rotation  of  cropping  varies  from  the  tifth  to  the  seventh- 
shift  course.  On  trie  best  land,  heavy  crops  of  oats  and  barley 
are  obtained,  but  in  the  higlier  and  later  districts  of  the  parish, 
these  crops  are  often  very  unproductive.  The  soil  in  genend  is 
favourable  to  the  growth  of  tiu-nips  and  grass,  consequently,  on 
many  of  the  farms,  fine  herds  of  cattle  are  reared  and  fattened 
On  the  larger  farms,  the  houses  are  of  a  superior  description. 
Those  on  tne  smaller  holdings  are  generally  mferior  buildings. 

Roada. 
The  old  post  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness  passes  through 
the  centre  of  the  parish,  from  the  Beinn-hill,  to  Coachford,  on 
the  Banfi'shire  boundary.  The  Huntly  and  Portsoy  turnpike 
road  skirts  the  east  side,  from  Haddoch,  to  the  bridge  over  the 
Isla,  below  the  Rothiemay  Railway  Station.  The  l3otriphnie 
road  runs  through  the  south-west  division.  The  church  is 
within  about  4^  miles  of  the  town  of  Huntly,  and  five  miles  of 
Keith.  A  cross  road  leads  from  the  church  to  the  Rothiemay 
Station,  and  it  is  distant  therefrom  about  3i  miles. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CAIRNIE,  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  I4th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments, 

Do.      from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources. 


Expenditure. 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,        .... 

Medical  Relief 

Management, 

Law  Expenses, 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£461    3    Oi 

16    7    0 

£477    10  Oi 

£366    6    5^ 

1    7    6 

19    7    8 

33  10    li 

2    1  11 

54  16    4i 

£477  10   Oi 

ARSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YFJIR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

IWU. 

1,400 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  cea.Hed  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Putuoiw 

Males. 

Femalch. 

Total. 

Dei^end- 
auts. 

Rc^s- 
tcred 
Poor. 

Dei^end- 
ants. 

Ill 

Depend- 
ants. 

or 
Iiuane. 

12 

51 

03 

51 

13 

20 

5 

6 

0 
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The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  tnere  are  three 
elected  members,  or  managers  on  the  Board 

IL_CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  parish  of  Cairnie  is  made  up  of  the  united  parishes  of 
Botary,  Ruthven,  and  part  of  Drumdelgy.  It  is  part  of  the 
lordship  of  Strathbogie,  taken  from  the  Cumines,  Earls  of 
Buchan,  by  Kinsf  Robert  Bruce,  and  given  to  Sir  Adam  de 
Gordon,  and  is  the  oririnal  estate  of  the  Gordons  of  Huntly. 
Sir  Adam  Gordon,  and,  as  some  historians  say,  his  son,  were 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Hallidon  Hill,  in  1333.  By  charter  of 
David  II.,  the  lands  of  Strathbogie  were  conveyed  to  Sir  David's 
grandson,  Sir  John,  who,  as  well  as  his  son,  fell  in  battle,  the 
last  mentioned  having  been  killed  at  Homilden,  in  1402.  He 
left  issue  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lord  Keith,  an 
only  daughter,  who,  in  the  year  1408,  married  Sir  Alexander 
Seaton,  second  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Seaton  of  Seaton,  to  whom 
Robert,  Duke  of  Albany,  in  tbe  third  year  of  his  regency,  gave 
a  charter  of  confirmation  of  the  lands  and  baronies  of  Gordon, 
Huntly,  and  Strathbogie.  "  Thus  passed  the  chieftianship  of 
the  Gordons  from  the  House  of  Huntly  to  that  of  Kenmure. 
Sir  Alexander  Seaton,  grrandson  of  the  neiress  of  Strathbogie, 
was  created  first  Earl  of  Huntly.  From  the  second  Earl,  who 
married  Annabella,  daughter  of  James  I.,  sprang  the  Gordons 
of  Aboyne,  Gight,  and  Lettcrfourie.  The  fourth  Earl  was  slain 
at  Corrichie,  and  the  sixth  and  last  Earl,  the  hero  of  Balrinnes, 
who,  soon  after  the  battle,  was  compelled  by  King  James  to  flee 
the  country,  along  with  the  Earl  of  Errol,  but  returned  in  1597, 
to  receive  a  pardon,  and  the  first  Marauisate  of  Scotland,  in 
1 599.  He  died  in  Dundee,  on  his  way  home  from  Edinburgh 
to  Strathbogie,  on  the  13th  June,  1636,  as  Spalding  says,  a 
Roman  Catholic.  His  body  was  brought  to  the  cnapel  of 
Strathbogie,  which  was,  at  that  time,  attached  to  the  castle, 
and  "  Some  friends  lifted  the  Marquis'  corpse  frae  the  chapel 
of  Strathboggie,  to  the  kirk  of  Bellie,  and  tlierefrae  to  his  own 
lodging  in  Elgin,  having  about  the  coffin  a  rich  mortcloth  of 
black  velvet,  whereon  was  wrought  two  white  crosses." 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  ruins  of  the  old  church  and  burial  ground  of  St.  Poter's, 
Drumdelgy,  stand  in  the  valley  of  the  Dovcran.     Soon  after  the 
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Reformation,  the  priest,  and  one  of  his  assistants,  were  executed, 
and  their  bodies  Duried  in  the  common  highway,  the  graves 
having  been  discovered  not  many  years  ago.  St.  Peter's  Kirk  was 
afterwards  burnt  down,  hence,  it  was  called  the  Burnt  Kirk 
After  this,  the  people  were  enjoined  to  attend  the  Reformed  Kirk 
of  St  Martin's,  at  the  town  of  Cairnie ;  but  they  objected,  as  it  lay 
at  the  east  end  of  the  parish,  and  also  to  the  limited  accommoda- 
tion at  Cairnie ;  but  tnat  they  would  attend  if  a  more  capacious 
building  was  erected  in  a  centrical  situation.  The  place  fixed 
on  was  at  Hecklebimie,  in  the  Daugh  of  Botary,  and  the  spot 
lies  about  300  yards  east  of  the  Free  Church,  and  is  still  known 
as  the  Kirk-hillock.  But  the  gudeman  of  Hecklebimie  objected 
to  this  propossil,  and"  the  stone  materials  which  the  people 
undertook,  and  laid  down  during  the  day  for  the  building,  were 
mysteriously  removed,  and  found  next  morning  at  St.  Martins.* 
This  state  of  matters  continued  for  some  time,  the  driving  of  the 
stones  was  given  up,  and  another  meeting  was  called,  at  which 
Sir  John  Gordon  of  Pitlur^,  stated  that,  if  they  would  attend 
St.  Martin's  Kirk,  he  would,  at  his  own  expense,  build  an  aisle 
to  enlarge  the  accommodation,  and  he  thereby  prevailed  upon 
them  to  withdraw  their  objections.  The  ruins  of  this  aisle  are 
still  to  be  seen,  and  a  stone  oearing  the  following  inscription : — 

"  SIR  JOHNE  GORDONE  OF  PITLURGE,  KNYCHT,  CAUST  BIG  THIS 
ILE  IN  REMEMBERANS  OF  HIS  PREDICCORRIS  QHA  AR  BVRIT 
HEIR,  AND  TO  BE,  AND  TO  BE  ANIl  BVRIL  TO  HIM  AND  HIS 
SVCCORRIS  SAE  LANG  AS  IT  PLESIS  THEY  CONTENEV.  1597. "t 
The  Parish  Church  is  an  old,  but  commodious  building, 
standing  on  the  left  bank  of  the  bum  of  Cairnie,  and  much 
nearer  the  eastern  centre  of  the  parish  than  the  west. 

*  **  The  Burmises  and  Buapicions  regarding  the  agency  employed  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  atones,  for  it  could  not  be  deemed  mortal,  were  numeroas  and 
conflicting,  tiU,  at  last,  by  general  consent,  they  rested  on  the  gudeman  of 
Hecklebimie,  tiie  only  dissatisfied  parishioner  ;  and  from  the  known  or  alleged 
understanding  subsisting  between  iiim  and  '  Meg  Mulloch  ! '  who  occasion^y 
made  her  appearance  and  played  her  '  cantrips '  in  the  district,  as  she  did  where- 
ever  she  went,  there  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject ;  or  if  any  had  been 
manifested,  it  would,  in  those  superstitious  times,  only  have  subjected  the  party 
to  the  ridicule  and  reproach  of  his  more  credulous  neighbours.  In  a  word, 
cloaked  by  the  belief  in  Meg's  supernatural  powers,  the  trickery  was  successful 
In  passing,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  common  adage,  '  Gae  to or  Heckle- 
bimie,' is  not  altogether  without  meaning,  and  would  imply  anything  but  a 
place  of  rest,  or  permanence  of  abode,  if  we  m&y  judge  from  the  speedy  migra- 
tion of  the  stones  mtended  for  the  kirk,  under  tlie  influence  of  Meg's  necromancy. " 
— "  A  walk  from  Keith  to  Rothiemay."    J.  M'Gillivray  &  Sons,  Elgin,  1862. 

+  "  We  may  here  state,  that  this  Sir  John  Gordon  was  the  descendant  of 
*  Tarn  o'  Riven,*  who  fell  in  combat  with  Abbot  John  of  Grange,  afterwards 
mentioned,  and  further,  that,  since  the  preceding  note  was  originally  written, 
some  vagabond  or  clumsy- tingcred  dolt  has  fractured  the  stone  in  pieces,  and 
the  i)robability  is,  that  it  will,  in  a  short  time,  hold  a  place  only  amon^  the  things 
that  were,  if  no  restoring  care  be  bestowed  on  a  memorial  of  such  mtcrcst. " — 
IbicL 
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The  Manse  stands  quite  near  to  the  church,  and  is  in  good 
repair.  It  is,  along  with  the  domestic  oflBces,  valued  at  £25 
a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £15.  Stipend,  money, 
£46  3s.  6d.,  meal,  104  bolls,  barley,  97  bolls,  payable  by  the 
fiar's  prices  of  the  County. 

The  Free  Church  and  Manse  were  erected  soon  after  the 
Disruption,  in  1843,  and  are  very  ceritrically  situated,  both  for 
the  Aberdeen  and  Banfishire  divisions  of  the  parish. 

The  old  Parochial  School  and  schoolmaster's  house  stands  by 
the  parish  church.  The  schoolmaster  has  the  legal  accommoda- 
tion, and  usual  allowances,  with  a  right  to  participate  in  the 
Dick  and  Milne  bequests. 

Sdwol  Board, — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
John  Annand,  E.  C,  is  chairman,  and  James  Barclay,  Binhall, 
clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  3^d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Cate- 
chism taught.  There  are  four  Schools  within  the  parish  (three 
of  which  are  in  Aberdeenshire),  and  194  scholars. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  Druidical  Temple  at  Gingomyres  first  claims  our  notice, 
and  here : — 

'*  How  many  strange  memorials  might  be  seen 
Leading  the  mina  to  picture  what  they'd  been. 
Fit  theme  for  wonder,  and  for  *  fancy's  flight,' 
The  antiquary's  study  and  delight." — Scott. 

The  Temple  stands  on  the  northern  slope  of  the  hill  of  Muleith, 
in  Gaelic,  Mam-liatk,  "  the  grey  conical  nill ; "  and  is  composed 
of  two  concentric  circles,  the  outer  one  being  about  100  feet  in 
diameter,  and  the  inner  circle  about  30  feet.  The  outer  circle 
appeajrs  to  have  been  formed  of  small  stones  thrown  together 
in  a  pyramidical  shape.  Although  the  outline  of  the  circle  can 
be  distinctly  traced,  there  is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  wall 
left  entire,  which  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  entrance.  On  the 
ea.st  side  of  the  inner  circle,  and  below  it  is  the  Altar-stone, 
which  now  lies  angularly  along  the  face  of  the  circle,  and  rest- 
ing upon  what  appears  to  have  been  two  out  of  tliree  of  its 
supporting  blocks,  or  pedestiils.  The  inncjr  circle  consists  of  a 
distinctly  rounded  hollow,  without  any  traces  of  stones  or  walls, 
in  the  centre  of  which  there  has  been  found  half-inciucratecl 
bones,  and  ^>icees  of  charred  oak,  "the  latti^r  still  j)rescrving 
tlie  distinguisliing  characteristics  of  that  wood."  On  the  north- 
(»:ist  face  of  the  tomplo,  and  between  the  two  cireles,  stands  a 
large  angularly-shaped  stone,  which,  from  all  appearance,  oceu- 
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pies  its  original  position  ;  and,  in  the  space  betwixt  the  circles, 
especiiUlv  in  the  southern  half,  there  are  several  stones  varj'ing 
in  length  from  three  to  seven  feet,  and  of  various  thickness, 
which,  from  the  position  they  now  occupy,  would  lead  to  the 
supposition  that  they  at  one  time  stooci  upright  "  These 
Druidical  remains  but  too  strongly  bear  evidence  of  the  destruc- 
tive operations  which  have  been  making  inroads  upon  them,  in 
addition  to  the  devastating  hand  of  time,  for  we  have  been  told 
that,  not  many  years  ago,  they  presented  a  dift'erent  aspect  from 
what  they  now  do ;  and  there  is  every  reason  to  fear  that  the 
sledge-hammer,  the   powder-blast,  and   the  ploughsliare,  the 

Eick-axe,  and  the  spade,  will,  as  in  too  many  such  cases,  in  a 
ttle  more  time,  complete  the  pertinacious  work  of  destruction."* 

"But  here,  •  ♦  •  • 

*  «  •  • 

No  towering  aiales,  no  chiserd  beauties  grace 

The  humble  fragments  in  this  lonely  place. 

If  beautifying  art  withheld  its  aid, 

A  now  unknown  power  its  work  displayed. 

And  had  not  time  been  helped  by  human  hacd, 

A  union  which  no  strength  can  long  withstand." — S. 

On  the  northern  shoulder  of  the  Lesser  Balloch,  and  on  the 
march  dividing  Aberdeen  and  Banllshires,  there  is  a  Cairn, 
which  marks  the  spot  where  a  combat  took  place,  betwixt 
Thomas  Gordon,  or  "  Tam  o'  Riven,"  and  the  Aboot  of  Grange, 
which  put  an  end  to  some  territorial  contentions.  "  The  MonS's 
Cairn,  as  it  is  called,  and  where  the  Abbot  was  killed,  stands 
about  300  yards  north-east  of  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  at  the 
bottom  of  it  there  is  Gordon's  How,  where  the  gallant  Tam  was 
carried  to  a  powerful  s])ring  of  water,  where  lie  was  laid  down 
mortally  wounded,  and  died  on  the  spot." 

In  the  "  Monks  of  Grange,  and  Tam  of  Ruthven,"  (Cantos  IV. 
and  v.),  a  poem  bv  the  late  John  A.  Cameron,  writer,  Banif, 
the  conflict  and  trie  romantic  locality,  is  ably  and  minutely 
described  in  the  following  stanzas  : — 

"  Sc^vRED  by  the  sound  the  moorfowl  fly 
On  whirring  wings  across  the  sky  ; 
The  wild  deer,  started  at  his  food, 
Seeks  shelter  in  the  nearest  wood. 
The  timid  hare  soon  joins  the  race, 
And  leaves  her  form  in  crouching  pace  ; 
While  the  lone  lapwing  sweeps  the  air 
And  shrieks  in  many  circles  there]; 

As  spurring  on  in  good  array, 
The  Abbot  shew'd  his  men  the  way 
The  open  ground  to  gain  in  time, 
And  there  to  form  in  battle  line. 

•  From  **  A  StroU  to  Caimie."— By  the  Author  of  **  Legends  of  Strathisla," 
&c.— Published  by  J.  M.  &  W.  Farquharsou,  Keith,  18<55. 
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And  80  upon  it  soon  they  stood — 
Their  right  protected  by  a  wood. 
While  on  their  left  was  a  morass 
That  neither  foot  nor  horse  could  pass. 

Upon  their  rear  the  Isla  floVd, 
Whose  waters  like  the  silver  ^loVd  ; 
And  right  in  front  upon  the  nse, 
Bold  Tarn  of  Ruthven  met  their  eyes. 
A  bow-shot  off  or  little  more, 
He  rode  his  vassals'  ranks  before, 
Well  mounted  on  a  noble  grey, 
That  snorted  for  the  coming  fray. 

Now,  turning  to  his  men,  he  said — 
'  My  Ufe  upon  this  cast  is  laid. 

The  church  this  day  shall  sorely  rue,'' 

And  from  his  sheath  his  sword  he  drew. 
'*  These  monks,"  he  added,  *'  swim  in  gold. 

And  we  with  them  must  counting  hcud  ; 

Unless  they  yield  these  bounds  to  me, 

This  day  some  broken  heads  must  be. 

For,  by  the  grant  of  Robert  Bruce, 

These  lands  were  given  for  our  use, 

In  free  and  unrestricted  right. 

For  service  done  at  Sliach  fight, 

By  my  forefathers,  then  and  there, 

And  add  for  other  service  rare 

To  them  and  theirs  while  grass  should  grow, 

And  water  to  the  ocean  flow." 

But  while  he  spake,  the  Abbot  John 
Game  forward  slowly  and  alone  ; 
From  out  his  ranks  he  singly  came. 
And  Ruthven  Tam  he  called  by  name. 
*  Sir^Knight,"  he  said,  **  I  know  you  brave. 
And  here  therefore  your  pledge  I  crave — 
Be  this  da3r'8  fight  between  us  two, 
Enough  that  one  should  kiss  the  dew. 

If  fate  must  rule  that  I  should  fall. 
Then  you  shall  have  the  marches  all ; 
If  thou  shoulds't  fall  in  place  of  me, 
The  bounds  in  dispute  mine  must  be. 
If  both  should  fall,  why  then,  again, 
Let  those  that  follow  try  the  claim — 
But  as  I  wish  good  blood  to  save, 
Here  point  to  point  I  give  my  gauge." 

Bold  Ruthven  Tam  the  Abbot's  claive 
Took  from  his  point  like  soldier  brave  ; 
And  with  a  mirthful  look,  said  he, 
'  Thy  boon  I  grant  riffht  joyfully. 
'Tis  true  my  strength  outnumben  thine. 
And  all  of  them  in  valour  shine  ; 
And  now,  Sir  Monk,  that  Ruthven  Tam 
Ne'er  shrunk  from  fight  with  living  man." 

The  Abbot  made  obeisance  low. 
His  thanks  for  this  f^ood  boon  to  show, 
He  then  proposed  with  courtly  grace. 
That  they  at  once  should  fix  the  place. 
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Two  squires  attendant  then  select 
The  ground  to  view  and  arms  inspect. 
And  to  their  men  that  each  explain, 
Why  they  from  combat  must  refrain. 

It  being  agreed  between  them  two, 
That  they  alone  should  battle  do. 
And  whether  good  or  ill  betide. 
The  strife  by  sword  on  foot  decide. 
"  Agreetl,"  the  knight  of  Ruthven  said. 
And  in  the  scabbard  thrust  his  blade. 
Then  both  the  chiefs  returned  again, 
To  break  the  issue  to  their  men. 

Briefly,  then,  these  chiefs  so  brave 
Directions  for  the  combat  gave. 
From  off  their  courserb  did  alight 
And  girded  for  the  coming  fight. 
The  place  appointed  for  the  &ay, 
Was  near  upon  the  old  highway 
Where  Banffshire  meets  with  Aberdeen, 
And  to  this  day  may  weU  be  seen  ! 

It  stands  on  the  disputed  ground 
Which  lay  on  all  aiaes  dose  around. 
And  there  the  squires  with  solemn  air, 
The  chieftains  for  the  fight  prepare. 
The  holms  of  each  were  laia  aside. 
Which  they  allow  with  comely  pride  ; 
Their  corslets  were  ezamin'd  o'er. 
In  case  some  hidden  mail  they  wore  ; 

Their  swords  were  measured,  found  the  same. 
Then  placed  within  their  hands  again  ; 
And  at  the  signal,  **  Knights  set  on," 
Bright  gleamed  the  blade  of  Abbot  John  ; 
Nor  was  bold  Tarn  of  Ruthven  slack. 
In  the  same  coin  to  pay  him  back — 
Good  sworilsmen  both,  and  brave  alike. 
With  equal  force  and  skill  they  strike. 

They  spring  around,  and  wheeling  toil. 
And  firo  flies  from  each  blade  the  while  ; 
Their  blows  fell  fast  as  winter's  hail, 
And  rattled  on  their  coats  of  mail. 
No  'vantage  gain'd,  they  paused  for  breath 
An  instant  in  their  work  of  death. 
Then  quick  again  to  blows  retum'd. 
While  each  with  inward  fury  bum'd. 

But  Tarn  of  Ruthven  pressed  home, 
While  backwards  yielded  Abbot  John  ; 
And  with  a  fell  and  heavy  stroke 
The  Abbot's  good  sword>arm  he  broke  ; 
Then  with  his  dagger  gave  a  thrust. 
And  out  the  Abbot's  heart  blood  burst ; 
But,  as  he  fell,  his  blade,  I  trow. 
Pierced  Tarn  of  Ruthven's  body  thro'. 

Dead  on  the  ground  the  Abbot  lay, 
Prostrate  and  dumb,  a  lump  of  clay, 
And  near  him,  gasping,  Ruthven  Tam, 
That  never  fear'd  tne  face  of  man. 
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Then  rose  from  out  the  warrior  throng 
A  clamour  loud,  and  shrill,  and  long  ; 
Onward  they  rusVd  in  haste,  pell-mcdl, 
The  moment  that  their  chieftams  fell. 

Forward  they  ran,  a  mingled  route, 
With  armour  clan^  and  kittle  shout. 
With  weapons  flying,  foot  and  horse, 
At  once  to  view  their  leaders  corpse. 
But  still  in  life  was  Ruthven  Tam, 
Altho'  his  face  wax'd  pale  and  wan  ; 
He  scarce  had  strength  to  let  them  know 
His  wish  to  quench  his  thirst  below, 

Down  at  the  well  of  Auchindroin, 
For  there  to  rest  a  little  time  ; 
But  then  his  eye  saw  Abbot  John, 
Who  lay  as  cold  as  sculptured  stone. 
Just  for  an  instant  then  his  eyes 
Open'd  and  gazed  unto  the  skies  ; 
And,  as  they  closed,  a  smile  serene 
Might  on  his  haggard  face  be  seen. 

"  Water,"  he  cried,  **  oh,  water  bring  I 
And  bear  me  to  the  nearest  spring. 
That  I  this  burning  thirst  may  cool. 
Water  1  if  from  the  foulest  pool !  " 
Down  then  the  dying  knisht  they  boro 
Unto  the  well  we  named  before  ; 
There  he  drank  of  the  water  dear. 
And  looked  upon  his  castle  near. 

He  of  his  daughter  wish'd  to  speak, 
But  now  his  strenc^th  had  grown  so  weak. 
His  voice  in  vain  he  tried  to  raise 
Once  more  acain  in  Helen's  praise. 
Convulsed— he  started  from  the  ground, 
One  moment  gazed  on  all  around — 
"  My  merry  men,  fight  on,"  he  cried. 
And  thus  bold  Tam  of  Ruthven  died." 

The  author  of  this  ballad  says,  "  that  it  is  founded  on  inci- 
dents, partly  historical  and  traditional ; "  and  that  the  "  period 
embraced  is  after  the  battle  of  Brechin,  fought  in  May,  1452, 
down  to  the  death  of  James  II.  of  Scotland  in  1460."  in  Canto 
V.  of  the  poem,  we  have  the  concluding  scenes  of  the  battle 
very  minutely  described :  and  as  they  may  be  interesting  to 
many  who  have  not  seen  Mr.  Cameron's  ballad,  we  give  tnem 
below : — 

"  So  did  the  dving  words  of  Tam 
The  anger  of  his  vassals  fan. 
Silent  around  their  chief  before, 
Whose  armour  streamed  with  reeking  gore, 
Thev  stood  in  groups  of  speechless  sridE, 
Anu  some  in  tears  would  seek  relief; 
But  at  his  voice,  with  one  acclaim. 
They  rose  for  vengeance  in  his  name. 

Leaving  his  body  with  a  few, 
Upon  Uio  Abbot's  men  thoy  dew, 
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Who,  marching  homewatxls  with  the  bier, 
The  ford  l)elc>w  the  mill  were  near. 
I^cl  on  by  stalwart  Inverliall, 
Ujwn  the  AblM>t's  men  they  fall. 
Who,  under  charge  of  Allan  Or«?me, 
The  passage  of  tlie  ford  maintain. 

And  then  a  battle  hard  besan 
For  veii^'eance  on  the  death  of  Tarn  ; 
And  while  his  name  is  heard  on  high 
'Tis  mingled  with  another  cry — 
"  f^ox  Gob  itnb  Chttuh,"  shouts  Allan  Oneme, 
"  The  Abbot's  death  proclaims  our  shame." 
"  ^Dbanb,"  in  turn,  cries  Inverhall, 
•*  Be' this  my  father's  fun'ral  palL 

Around  his  belt  a  scarf  he  wore. 
All  crimson  with  that  father's  gore, 
^M]ich,  while  he  spoke,  he  held  on  high. 
And  flung  among  tlie  enemy. 
Then  did  a  bloody  tumult  make 
The  fruitful  banks  of  Isla  shake  ; 
And  on  the  highest  point  on  Knock 
Was  heard  the  din  of  battle  shock. 

Fix'd  foot  to  foot  they  now  engaged. 
And  hotter  still  the  battle  raged, 
While  on  each  side  brave  Allan  Graeme 
And  Inverhall  support  their  fame. 
But  foremost  ever  m  the  fray, 
Cheer  on  their  men  throughout  the  day  ; 
And  well  their  leaclers'  place  they  fill. 
Who  feU  upon  the  BaUoch  HilL 

No  quarters  given,  nor  is  taVn, 
While  the  hot  blood  flows  down  like  rain  ; 
And  many  brave  men,  all  unshriv'n, 
Did  that  day  wing  their  way  to  heav'n. 
But  while  the  tide  of  war  ran  hi^h 
Another  clump  of  spears  drew  m^h, 
And  with  a  shout  the  Gonlons  jom 
Aa  they  fell  back  on  Auchindroin. 

Tlic  tide  of  war  now  changed  apace, 
The  Gordons  quick  their  march  retrace, 
And  with  renewed  hopes  and  force 
Charge  home  upon  the  Ablx)t's  horse. 
Brave  Allan  Gneme  received  them  well, 
And  round  him  many  Gordons  fell ; 
But  faint,  and  wounded,  and  outdone, 
His  men  at  last  lost  heart  and  run. 

Alone,  and  helpless,  firm  he  stood 
Amongst  his  foes,  all  drenched  in  blood. 
Till,  crying  out,  "  ^ht  Church  anb  (5ob," 
Senseless  he  sunk  upon  the  sod. 
The  Abbot's  men  then  fairly  broke, 
And  to  the  ford  in  hurry  flock, 
To  which  to  gain  horse  press'd  on  foot, 
And  many  to  their  death  were  put. 

And  as  they  fled  in  wild  dismay, 
To  'sca^H)  the  horrors  of  the  day, 
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Their  leader,  Allan  Gr»me,  they  left 
Of  strength  and  all  support  bereft, 
Who  thus  a  captive  off  was  borne, 
Amidst  the  Oordons'  bitter  scorn. 
As  Ruthven's  corpse  they  bore  away, 
And  at  the  ford  tne  pursuit  stay. 

Home  to  his  place  at  Daach  they  bore 
The  bod^  of  their  chief,  and  more 
Than  thirbr  other  GordouB  brave, 
That  day  did  find  a  soldier's  grave. 
Besides  the  Abbot  there  was  slain 
Some  forty  of  his  bravest  men  ; 
And  now  with  steps  full  sad  and  slow. 
The  remnant  with  his  body  go — 

Home  to  his  stately  house  at  Grange, 
There  to  relate  the  tidings  strange. 
The  manner  of  his  death  to  tell, 
And  how  he  bravely  fighting  fell. 
The  rights  of  Church  to  keep  entire. 
Against  a  grasping  layman's  ire, 
And  what  she  sot  from  Scotland's  crown, 
Whole  and  unsnaken,  to  hand  down. 

Tytler  (VoL  XIV.,  p.  26),  says, — "  In  the  midst  of  these  selfish 
and  petty  contests  for  power,  the  people  were  afflicted  by 
ahnost  every  scourge  which  could  be  let  loose  upon  a  devoted 
country.  By  intestine  feuds,  by  a  severe  famine,  and  by  a 
wide-spread  and  deadly  pestilence.'' 

In  the  ballad,  from  which  we  have  quoted  so  largely,  and  in 
the  first  Canto,  we  find  the  following  stanza,  which  explains  the 
origin  of  the  feud : — 

"  The  morrow  is  th'  appointed  day. 
That  Ruthven  Tam  would  have  us  pay 
Great  sums  of  gold,  and  beeves  and  oom. 
As  soon  as  he  snould  wind  his  horn. 
And,  failing  this,  that  we  shall  Quit 
The  BaUock  lands,  when  he  seesJU, 
Or  bear  the  full  weight  of  his  arm. 
Now  raised  in  wrath  to  work  us  harm." 

But  as  Abbot  John  was  a  churchman  good,  and  as  he,  with 
the  Monks  of  Grange,  sat  deep  thinking  on  their  threatened 
fate,  he  replied : — 

"  Why,  let  it  fall— no  inch  111  pve. 
But  sooner  die  than  meanly  bve  ; 
And  let  the  next  who  fills  my  place. 
Pray  God  my  spirit  rest  in  grace. 
No  coward  thought,  or  falfrins  fear, 
ShaU  e'er  have  rest  or  shelter  here  ; 
I  live  or  die,  for  church  alone, 
Without  a  sigh,  without  a  groan." 

"  These  lines  are  founded  on  the  poi)ular  tradition  which  tells 
that  Tam  of  Ruthven,  or  Riven,  insisted  that  the  Monks  of 
Grange  should  abandon  their  claims  to  certain  lands  on  the 
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Balloch  hill.*  The  boundaries  of  which,  in  the  charter  or  grant 
of  William  the  Lion,  to  the  Abbot  of  Kinloss,  in  the  12th  cen- 
tury, rather  support  the  claims  said  to  have  been  made  by  the 
monks."f 

"  Now  ^ntle  reader,  when  you  can, 
Go  visit  then  the  grave  of  Tarn  ; 
And  there  thon  canst  at  pleasure  learn, 

The  spot  where  stands  the  ^bbot's  Cairn. 

«  •  *  • 

Where  Banffshire  meets  with  Aberdeen, 
And  to  this  day  may  well  be  seen/' 

In  the  west  wall  of  the  old  parish  church,  where, — 

"  Peal'd  from  the  church  of  Ruthven's  bell, 
The  doleful  sound  of  parting  kneU. 
There  you  may  see  in  passing  by. 
Bold  Tarn  in  sculptured  effigy." 

The  warrior  aj)pears  reposing  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  and  in 
full  armour,  with  his  sword  by  his  side.  The  visor  of  the  hel- 
met is  raised,  and  shows  the  features,  which,  however,  are  now 
almost  obliterated  by  time.  There  is  said  to  have  been  an 
inscription  on  the  sword  belt  round  the  body,  now  unintel- 
ligible, and  the  date  has  also  disappeared.  A  large  ornament 
appears  upon  the  breast,  which  is  said  to  have  been  a  star, 
emblematic  of  the  knightly  rank  of  the  deceased.  The  w^ork 
has  been  executed  by  no  mean  artistic  hand,  and  there  is  an  air 
of  considerable  grandeur  in  the  whole. 

On  the  western  side  of  the  bum  of  Caimie,  and  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  spot  where  the  remains  of  Tam  o'  Riven  are 
buried,  stands  the  old  mansion  house  of  Auchanachie.  The 
house  was  built  by  one  of  Tam's  descendants,  and  remained  till 
not  many  years  back  in  their  possession.  It  is  a  small  building, 
and  consists  chiefly  of  two  towers,  one  square,  and  the  other 
circular,  with  a  wing  of  two  stories  attached.  There  is  a  small 
apartment  called  the  "  Nunnery,"  the  roof  of  which  is  vaulted, 
and  has  pointed  compartments,  terminating  in  a  pendant  es- 
cutcheon, which  has  been  plastered  over  by  some  modem 
renovator.  Over  the  main  entrance  is  this  inscription — From 
our  Enefmiea  Defend  us,  Oh  Christy  1697,  The  walls  of  the 
towers  are  of  great  thickness,  and  are  loopholed. 

On  the  western  boundary  with  Banffshire,  is  the  beautiful 
little  den  of  the  Duelties,  which  terminates  at  the  bum  of 
Caimie,  at  the  lower  or  eastern  end  of  the  Strath  of  Pitlurg  or 
Pitlarg,  derived  from  Pit-lairich,  which  signifies  the  curved 

*  The  Balloch  and  the  Lesser  Balloch,  between  which  are  the  "slacks  and 
braes  of  Balloch,"  are  not  those  of  the  ''braes  of  Balloch '' xsommemorated  in 
the  song  of  "  Roy's  wife  of  Aldievalloch." 

t  Notes  to  Canto  I.  of  Mr.  Cameron's  ballad. 
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hollow.  In  the  upper  end  of  this  wild  and  secluded  den,  is  to 
be  seen  Sir  Johns  arm  chair,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a 
rude  niche,  or  natural  cavity  in  the  face  of  a  roct,  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  use  to  which  tradition  has  assigned  it — ^namely,  a 
resting  place  in  this  scene  of  silence  and  beauty. 

Returning  to  the  Strath  of  Pitlurg,  which  chiefly  lies  in  BanflF- 
shire,  but  in  this  parish,  and  on  the  north-west  side  of  the 
valley,  stand  the  remains  of  the  castle  of  Pitlurg,  once  the 
stronghold  of  the  Gordons.  "  It  consists  now  of  only  the  lower 
parts  of  a  strong  round  tower,  of  which  the  south-east  side  has 
fallen  out  almost  down  to  the  foundation,  forming  of  the  frag- 
ments a  sort  of  round  stair,  leading  to  what  had  been  the 
apartment  immediately  over  the  vault  below,  and  level  with 
the  ground  on  which  it  stands.  This  ruin  is  to  all  appearance 
the  remains  of  a  buiding  of  very  remote  antiquity,  and  a  fruit- 
less attempt  it  would  now  be  to  ascertain  its  age ;  but  we  find, 
by  a  note  in  the  *  Monks  of  Grange,'  that  the  castle  of  Pit- 
lurg was  surrounded  by  a  deep  ditch.  There  was  a  tower  on 
the  north-east  angle,  and  a  long  range  of  buildings  on  the 
west"*  The  author  of  the  "  Monks  of  Grange,"  Mr.  Cameron, 
says,  that  "  John  Gordon,  Huntl/s  second  son,  got  the  lands  of 
Scurdarg,  in  the  parish  of  Rhynie,  and  afterwards  Pitlurg,  in 
the  parish  of  Botarie,  now  Cairnie,  when  the  Earls  of  Crawford 
and  Douglas  joined  in  a  league  wliich  shook  the  throne.  Huntly, 
who  was  lieutenant  of  the  north,  led  on  his  troops  to  the  battle 
of  Brechin,  which  was  fought  on  the  18th  May,  1452.  He  ap- 
pointed his  son  to  head  the  Gordons,  and  Huntly  himself,  who 
was  only  a  Seaton,  and  Pitlurg  was  a  chief  of  the  Gordons. 
The  clan  insisting  that  Pitlurg  should  march  at  their  head,  he 
applied  to  Huntly  and  claimed  his  rio^ht.  Huntly  refused; 
Pitlurg  took  off  his  black  bonnet,  and  waving  it,  cried.  A* 
that's  come  o*  me,  foUow  me.  The  whole  clan  went  off  with 
him.  Then  the  Earl  of  Huntly  came  to  them,  and  said  to 
them,  *  Gentlemen,  as  you  have  got  the  better  of  me,  let  me 
see  if  you  will  beat  Douglas  and  Crawford.'  The  Gordons,  in 
high  spirits,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  obtained  a  most  important 
victory.  After  the  battle,  the  Earl  of  Huntly  got  the  lands 
of  Lochaber  and  Badenoch,  for  holding  the  crown  on  the  king's 
head  ;  and  John  Gordon  of  Scurdarg  got  the  lands  of  Pitlurg 
for  his  valour.  The  estate  of  Pitlurg,  at  that  time,  compre- 
hended the  lands  of  Botarie  and  Auchaira" 

Sir  John  Gordon  of  Pitlurg,  who  built  the  aisle  at  the  church 
of  Cairnie,  stood  in  high  favour  with  his  sovereign,  James  VI., 

*  From  "  A  Stroll  to  Cairnie/'  published  by  the  Keith  Mutual  Improvement 
Society,  1865. 
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as  appears,  amongst  other  circumstances,  and  curious  letters, 
that  the  monarch  laid  him  under  contribution,  for  a  horse  for 
the  king's  approaching  marriage,  and,  in  another,  he  is  warmly 
invited  to  tne  baptism  of  the  unfortunate  Charles  I.  He  died 
in  1600,  leaving,  as  his  second  son,  the  celebrated  Robert  Gk)r- 
don  of  Straloch,  who  was  bom  in  1580. 

In  the  Botary  division  of  the  parish,  which  comprehends  the 
lands  of  Pitlurg  and  Auchaim,  (a  corruption  of  Achadh-Or- 
cairn,  signifying  "  the  field  of  the  cairn"),  and  also  Ardonald,  or 
*'  DonalcTs  height,"  where,  for  more  than  a  century  an  extensive 
lime- work  has  been  carried  on ;  but  the  rocks  have  been  now 
either  exhausted,  or  lie  too  low  in  the  earth.  After  the  most 
extensive,  and,  we  mav  add,  astonishing  excavations,  any 
future  operations  whicn  would  sufficiently  remunerate  the 
worker,  or  justify  the  prosecution  of  the  business,  now  appears 
hopeless.  The  remains  of  the  lime- works  of  Ardonald  now 
exhibit  a  series  of  precipices,  deep  pools  of  water  lying  fiur  be- 
low the  eye,  and  the  necessarily  nuge  mounds  of  debris  cast 
out  of  such  excavations,  really  deserve  notice,  and  would  well 
repay  the  trouble  and  fatigiie  of  a  "  Stroll  to  Caimie."  The 
large  mounds  and  banks  begin  to  assume  a  grassy  surface,  with 
a  few  scattered  fir  plants,  sown  by  the  winds,  as  they  have 
swept  through  the  trees  on  the  adjoining  eminences ;  and,  in 
a  short  time,  the  workings  of  these  quarries  will  present  the 
appearance  of  some  great  convulsion  of  nature,  were  it  not  that 
the  large  and  scientifically  constructed  lime-kilns  will  maintain 
their  position  for  centuries,  if  allowed  to  remain. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  to  offer  an  apology  to  the  author  of 
a  "  Stroll  to  Cairnie,"  for  the  liberty  we  have  taken  with  his 
interesting  history  of  the  district,  and  further  take  leave  to 
transcribe  the  account  of  "  a  particular  circumstance  which  oc- 
curred at  Ardonald,  in  the  appearance,  about  65  years  ago,  of  a 
Mr,  Herman  Dousterswivd,  a  second  Dousterdeevil  or  Douster- 
snivel,  a  character  so  ably  depicted  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the 
*  Antiquary.'  Here  a  similar  lure  was  thrown  out  to  encourage 
the  prosecution,  which,  from  the  very  circumstance  of  such 
having  been  had  recourse  to,  implied  the  conviction,  in  one 
mind  at  all  events,  of  the  fruitlessness  of  the  undertaking,  and 
the  wish  and  the  intention  of  the  intended  explorer  to  continue 
to  impose  upon,  but  at  the  same  time  to  Uve  by,  the  credulity 
of  his  intended  dupes. 

One  of  these  pretended  practical  philosophers  commenced 
the  operation  of  Doring  for  sulphur  mines,  where  there  might 
have  been  an  almost  equal  probability  of  finding  cheese  ;  and, 
to  keep  up  the  hoi)es  and  expectations  of  parties  interested,  he 
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pretended  to  have  got,  at  certain  stages  of  his  progress,  and  to 
sulvject  to  trial,  certain  bituminous  or  inflanunable  substances 
as  indications  that  his  eflforts  would  be  crowned  with  success. 
In  like  manner,  the  Ardonald  speculator  pretended  that  he  had 
found  certain  black  and  coal-like  particles  which  burned  readily, 
and  flattered  hopes,  till  at  last  one  gentleman,  a  little  more 
knowing  than  the  others,  and  one  of  the  magnates  of  the  dis- 
trict, who,  no  doubt,  was  as  much  interested  in  the  successful 
result  of  the  experiment  as  he  was  unwilling  to  throw  away 
money  in  a  hopeless  exploit,  began,  from  the  protracted  opera- 
tion, and  the  faint  indications  it  had  produced,  to  think  that  it 
was  all  a  trick,  -told  him  one  day  to  '  pack  up  his  awls,'  and 
march  off  the  ground  If  he  was  indeed  serious  in  his  endea- 
vours, or  had  any  pretentions  to  the  necessary  qualifications, 
he  seems  to  have  pitched  upon  a  very  Questionable  place  to 
make  the  trial ;  for  there,  in  the  usual,  and  subsequent  excava- 
tions, operations  seem  to  have  been  carried  on  some  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  below  the  point  at  which  his  pretended  discoveries 
were  made,  of  course,  without  any  discoveries  of  coal,  and,  in 
several  other  places,  the  rocks  have  been  removed  to  the  depth 
of  a  hundred  odd  feet,  but  no  manifestation  occurred  of  the 
desirable  mineral,  which  would  have  been  so  beneficial  and 
valuable  an  agent  in  the  prosecution  of  the  trade  of  lime 
manufactura 

We  have  told  the  story  as  we  received  it  from  those  who  re- 
membered the  transaction,  and  even  saw  the  process  going  on, 
but  we  are  unable  to  give  the  country  or  name  of  the  Dowster- 
swivel  of  Ardonald" 

Near  to  the  influx  of  the  bum  of  Cairnie  with  the  Isla,  is  the 
Little  Mill,  so  called,  from  its  supposed  to  have  been  an  appen- 
dage to  the  Nether  Mills  of  the  "  Monks  of  Grange  : "  and  here, 
we  may  mention  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that  at  a  very  early 
period,  attempts  were  made  to  suppress  the  use  of  the  queme, 
or  hand  mill,  after  water  mills  were  introduced.  In  the  reign 
of  Alexander  III,  1284,  it  was  discerned  that  "  na  man  sal 
presume  to  grind  quheit,  maisloch,  or  rye,  with  hand  mylnes, 
except  he  be  compelled  be  storm,  or  be  lack  of  miUs,  quhilk 
sould  grind  the  samen."  And  further,  in  this  case,  "  gif  a  man 
grinds  at  hand  mylnes,  he  sail  gif  the  thrcttein  measure  as 
multer ;  and  gif  any  man  contraveins  this  our  prohibition,  he 
sail  tyne  his  hand  mylnes  perpetuallie."*  To  return  to  the 
Little  Mill,  and  the  burn  of  Cairnie,  we  maj  mention,  that  there 
is  a  fine  old  reel-tune  called  the  "  Bum  of  Caimey,"  which  has 
as  many  movements  and  transitions  of  key,  as  there  are  twist- 

*  Watson's  Archeology,  1851.  p.  150. 
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ings  in  the  stream,  and  they  are  numberless,  and  that  at  this 

nie,  "  Meff  Mulloch  "  used  to  appear  occasionally,  where  she 
a  good  understanding  with  Little-mill  himself,  to  whom 
she  appeared  in  the  shape  of  a  hare,  a  woman,  a  child,  a  wisp 
of  pease  straw,  or  a  kebbock,  as  it  suited  her  cantrips. 

In  Laing's  Donean  Tourist,  p.  52,  we  find  the  following — 
"  Many  superstitious  legends  are  told  in  this  country  fStrath- 
don)  of  these  non-entities.  One  of  these  tales  is  of  a  lamiliar 
spirit,  said  to  belong  to  Grant  of  Grant,  and  Grant  of  Tulloch- 
gorum,  who  was  called  Maggie  Mulloch,  and  had  the  appearance 
of  a  female  whose  arms  were  covered  with  hair.  Grant  of  Rothie- 
murchus  had  also  a  familiar  attendant  called  Bodsch-na-d-  or 
Ghost  of  the  Mill." 


PARISH  OF  CHAPEL  OF  GARIOCH. 


Presbytery  of  Garioch — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
The  old  spelling  of  the  name  was  Garryoch,*  or  Garvyoch, 
which  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  Garbh-chHochy  and  signifies  the 
rough  bounds  or  distHct  Before  the  Reformation,  there  were 
two  divisions  in  what  is  now  the  parish,  and  three  places  of 
public  worship,  viz. : — Fettemear,  Logie  Dumo,-f-  anci  Chapel. 
Early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  the  parsonage  of  Fettemear, 
and  the  parish  of  Logie  Dumo,  were  united,  and  a  church  built 
in  its  present  centrical  situation,  appointed  by  a  decree  to  be 
^called  "  Chapel  of  GariocL" 

Boundaries. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north-west  and  north  by  the  parish  of 
Rayne ;  on  the  east  by  the  parishes  of  Daviot,  ]5ourtie,  Keith- 
haft,  and  Inverurie ;  on  the  south  by  the  river  Don,  and  the 
parishes  of  Kemnay  and  Monymusk  ;  and  on  the  west  by  the 
parish  of  Gyne. 

Extent 

Its  extreme  length,  measured  in  a  direct  line,  from  a  point 
on  the  Don,  opposite  to  the  Milltown  of  Kemnay,  on  the  south, 
to  a  point  near  to  Meikle  Wartle,  on  the  north,  is  9  miles.    Its 

*  Capella  Beat®  Marise  Virginis  de  Garryoch.     Chart.  Aberdon.  p.  31. 
t  Lag-duinie  (t.e.,Logie-dum,  or  dumo),  in  Gaelic,  BigniiieB  ''the  fighting 
hollow." 
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greatest  breadth  along  the  water  of  Ury,  from  east  to  west,  is 
about  6i  miles,  by  the  course  of  the  stream ;  while  at  a  point 
at  Braco,  between  the  Inverurie  boundary  on  the  east,  and  the 
Oyne  parish  boundary  on  the  west,  it  is  under  one  half  mile  in 
breadth,  and  along  the  Don,  from  the  burn  of  Keithny  or 
Burnervie,  it  extends  westwards  for  about  2  J  miles.  The  wnole 
area  of  the  parish  is  computed  to  be  13,117  acres. 

Topography, 
The  general  configuration  of  the  parish  is  undulating,  being 
composed  of  low  rounded  hills,  and  long  flattish  ridges,  which 
are  all  either  cultivated  or  planted.  To  the  north  of  the  Ury, 
the  eastern  ridge  commences  on  Balhaggardy,  and  runs  in  a 
north-westerly  direction  by  the  "battle-fiela"  of  Harlaw,  Gunhill 
of  Inveramsay,  and  Leggat's-den ;  while  the  western  ridge  of 
Logic  Dumo  runs  from  the  Ury,  northward,  in  the  direction  of 
Wartle,  and  the  church  of  Rayne.  The  ridges  and  hills  south 
of  the  Ury,  run  from  the  old  castle  of  Balquhain  (333  feet),  north 
and  westward  by  the  church  and  "  Maiden  Stone,"  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Pittodrie  House,  and  the  Mither  Tap,  or  kill  Fm^t  of 
Benachie,  in  the  parish  of  Ojme.  In  the  southern,  or  Donside 
division  of  the  parish,  there  are  the  rounded  hills  of  Keithny 
and  Fetternear,  and  the  knolls  of  Bograxie  and  Blairdaff,  on  the 
borders  of  Monjmusk  parish.  The  lowest  land  in  the  parish  is 
at  the  influx  of  the  Lochter  burn  with  the  Ury,  which  point  is 
178  feet  above  sea  level  The  lowest  point  of  the  parish  on  the 
Don  is  at  the  influx  of  the  stream  of  Burnervie,  and  it  is  about 
215  feet.  The  highest  land  or  hill  in  the  parish  being  about  half- 
a-mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  church,  and  it  is  690  feet  above 
sea  level ;  the  Inveramsay  Railway  Station  is  228  feet,  the  Pit- 
caple  Station  is  236  feet  (they  are  only  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
apart),  the  church  of  Chapel  of  Gariocn  is  536  feet,  the  highest 
point  on  the  "  battle  field  of  Harlaw  is  319  feet,  and  the  Wartle 
Station,  on  the  Turrift*  and  Banff  Railway,  is  350  feet.  This 
Station  is  in  the  parish  of  Rayne,  but  on  the  borders  of  Chapel 
of  Garioch, 

Geology  and  Soils, 

The  rocks,  north  of  the  Ury,  consist  chiefly  of  greenstone  or 
basalt,  alias  wkinistoTie,  and  it  also  occupies  a  considerable 
space  on  the  south  side  of  that  stream.  It  extends  along  the 
valley  of  the  Ury,  from  Pitcaple  to  the  influx  of  the  Gadie,  and 
southwards,  by  Uuttertown,  to  the  top  of  the  stream  called  Bur- 
nervie, or  Burnharvey,  which  flows  through  Braco  and  Fetter- 
near,  to  the  Don.  Granite  occupies  the  remaining  space,  from 
Braco  southwards ;  and  it  is  much  of  the  same  kind  of  granite 
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as  that  which  is  found  on  the  south-eastern  slopes  of  Benachie 
Greenstone,  and  other  trachytic  rocks  are  found  in  large  masses 
on  the  line  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway,  opposite 
to  Pitcaple,  and  the  grounds  of  Logie  Elphinstona  Green- 
stone is  also  found  in  detached  blocks  all  over  the  district, 
and  in  boulders  imbedded  in  gravel  and  sand.  Crystalline 
limestone  of  an  impure  quality  exists  on  the  north-east  shoulder 
of  Benachia  Many  years  ago,  a  auarry  was  opened  on  Pittodrie ; 
but  the  opening  was  so  insignificant,  as  to  be  of  little  value  to 
the  geologist,  as  enablincf  him  to  discover  the  direction  of  the 
vein,  or  its  topographicar  distribution  or  connection  with  other 
veins  which  nave  oeen  discovered,  and  known  to  exist,  in 
Premnay  and  Insch,  fix)m  three  to  five  miles  distant  to  the 
north-west 

On  the  eastern  side,  and  north  of  the  Ury,  the  low  rounded 
hills  on  Balhaggardy  are  formed  of  fine  sand  and  pebbles,  while 
those  lying  to  the  westwards,  on  Harlaw  and  Inveramsay,  are 
formed  of  rough  ferruginous  gravel  and  boulder  rock ;  and,  on 
the  south  extremity  of  the  parish,  the  haughs,  or  holms,  on  the 
Don,  above  Fettemear,  have  a  substratum  of  gravel  and  water- 
worn  pebbles. 

Sous, — The  soil  alone  the  banks  of  the  Don,  and  of  the 
larger  streams,  is  generafly  rich  yellow  loam  or  vegetable  mould, 
which  produce  fine  early  crops  of  grain,  and  superior  crops  of 
turnips.  The  soil  on  the  higher  land,  on  the  division  north  of 
the  Ury,  varies  from  rich  loamy  clay,  yellow  and  black  loam, 
to  thin  gravelly  soil,  and  poor  stony  clay ;  and  on  the  division 
between  the  Ury  and  the  Don,  there  is  also  great  variety  of 
soiL  On  the  ridges  and  hills  bordering  the  Ury,  there  is  good 
black  loam  on  a  rocky  subsoil,  and  gooa  yellow  loam  uj>on  clay. 
In  the  central  parts,  there  is  considerable  variety  of  soil,  while 
towards  the  Don,  it  is  generally  good  black  soil,  and  yellow 
loam,  which  produce  fine  crops  of  grain  and  turnips,  equal  to 
any  grown  in  the  district. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 
The  whole  parish  may  be  said  to  be  well  wooded.  The  valley 
of  the  Ury,  by  Inveramsay,  and  westward  by  Pitcanle,  Logie  EI- 
phinstone,  and,  southwards,  by  Pittodrie,  is  beautifully  studded 
with  Scots  firs  and  larch  plantations  of  various  ages.  On  Inver- 
amsay and  Pitcaple,*  a  considerable  extent  of  ground  along  the 

*  "  One  of  the  lai^est  thorn  trees  fCratcfgus  oocycarUhus)  diBtingoiaheB  thu 
manBion."— Dr.  Skene  Keith's  "  Agricultural  Statistics  of  AberdeemSiire,*'  1811. 
In  July,  1650,  King  Charles  II.  visited  Leslie  of  Pitcaple,  who  had  to  pur- 
chase all  the  claret  he  could  obtain  in  St  Sail's  Fair,  to  entertain  the  king  and 
his  foUowers.  On  this  occasion,  a  ball  took  place,  and  the  royal  party  danced 
under  the  thorn  tree  which  still  stands  on  th«  lawu. 
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valley  of  the  Ury  has  recently  been  laid  out,  and  planted  with 
various  kinds  of  forest  and  ornamental  treea  Around  the 
house  of  Logie  there  is  a  fine  variety  of  old  Scots  fir,  larch, 
spruce,  and  hardwood  trees,  which  form  a  rich  landscape,  alonsf 
with  some  good  well-kept  beech  hedges.  On  the  higher  ground, 
towards  Benachie,  lie  the  finely-wooded  grounds  of  Pittodrie, 
surrounded  by  several  extensive  plantations  of  Scots  firs,  some 
of  which  are  partially  mixed  witn  larch  and  spruce,  which  are 
well  grown,  and  are  of  great  value  both  as  ornamental  timber 
and  shelter.  To  the  south  of  Pittodrie  and  the  church,  there 
are  large  plantations  on  Braco,  Blairdaff,  and  AfiBrosk,  most  of 
which  are  well-grown  Scots  firs  and  larch.  Along  the  vallej^  of 
the  Don,  are  the  extensive  plantations  of  Fettemear,  which 
cover  a  large  extent  of  ground,  and,  with  the  ornamental 
grounds  of  the  mansion,  they  extend  along  the  north  bank  of 
the  river,  from  Bumervie,  westward,  to  the  Bridge  of  Fettemear, 
for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles. 

Botany, — Owing  to  the  OTeater  part  of  the  parish  being  either 
cultivated  or  planted,  the  Dotanical  productions  are,  in  general, 
similar  to  that  of  the  neighbouring  parishes,  and  require  no 
special  notice.  The  foUowing  plants,  nowever,  may  be  noticed 
as  being  rare  in  the  district,  afthough  abundant  enough  in  other 
parts  of  the  County : — 

EriophoTum  vaginatum — Horse-tail  Cotton-grass.  Oenista  Anglka — Needle 
Greenwood. 

Geum  tivale — Water  Avens.     Oymnadema  conopsea — Fragrant  Gynmadenia. 

HaJbenaria  btfolia — Butterfly  habenaria.  Hypericum  kum^usum — Trailing  St. 
John's -wort. 

Jvncus  oUusiflorm — Blunt-flowered  Rush.  Lynmachia  nemorum — ^Wood  Loose- 
strife. 

Mtlampyrum  prcUeMe — Yellow  Cow- wheat.     Myrica  gale — Dutch  Myrtle. 

Peplis  portula — Water  Purslane.     Prunu8  spmosa — Blackthorn,  Sloe. 

Pyrola  rotundifolia — Bound-leaved  Winter-green.  Sanicula  Europoea — Wood 
Sanicle. 

Spargamum  memplex — ^Upright  Bur-weed.  Teucnum  scordonia — Wood  Ger- 
mander. 

Zoology. 

There  are  no  rare  animals  in  this  parish,  but  under  this  head 
we  may  give  the  following  list  of  quadrupeds,  reptiles,  and  birds, 
which  are  either  common,  or  occasionally  to  be  found  in  the 
Garioch  district : — 

Mcmrnicdia, — Besides  the  domesticated  species  of  animals, 
there  are — 

Cervua  JElaphua — Stag,  or  Red  Deer.     Cervus  capreda — ^Roe  Deer. 

Lfpu»  timidus — Common  Hare.     Lepus  variabilis — Alpine  Hare. 

Lqsus  cunmaUtts — Common  Grey  Rabbit.     VtUpe^  tmtgare — Common  Fox. 

Luira  vulgaris— CGmmon  Otter.     Melea  Taxtis — Badger,  or  Brock. 

MmteUa  miir/arw— Common  Weasel.    MuMella  /wtoriiw— Foumart,  Pole  Cat. 

Maries  abictum— Fine  Martin.     Sciurw  vulgare — Squirrel. 
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Mm  rotttM— Black  Rat     Mun  decumanug — ^Brown  Rat. 

Mu8  mu8Ctdus — Common  Mouse.     Mus  sylvcUicua — Field  Mouse. 

Arvicola  aqikUica — Water  Vole  or  Rat.     TcUpa  Europaea — Mole. 

Of  Reptiles,  there  are  two  Lizards  (Lacerta),  two  Frogs 
(Rana),  the  common  Toad  (Bufo),  and  the  brown  Eft  (Triton 
aquaticus). 

Ocdlinadce. — Of  birds,  there  are  either  constantly  resident, 
winter  visitants,  those  that  breed  here,  and  leave  us  in  the 
winter,  and  those  that  are  only  seen  occasionally.  They  are 
as  follows : — 

Lagopua  Scoticus — ^R^  Grouse.     Lagopus  vulgaris — Ptarmigan. 

Tetrao  tetrix — Black  Cock.     Perdkc  cinerea — Partridge. 

Cotumisc  vulgaris — Ck)mmon  Quail.  ColumbapcUumbus — Wood-pigeon,  RingdoTe. 

Anser  ferns — Wild  Goose.    Ana^  boschas — Common  Wild-duck. 

Anas  crccco— Teal-duck.     Ardea  cin^rco— Common  Heron. 

Aluco  flammeus — Bam  Owl.     Strix  stridula— Ivy,  or  Screech  OwL 

Phasianus  colchiais — Common  Pheasant.     Seolopax  RusUcola — Woodcock. 

Scolopax  gaUirMoo — Common  Snipe.     Seolopax  gallinula—Jack  Snipe. 

Tringa  alpina — Brown  Sandpiper,  Sea  Snipe.   Turduspillaris — Fieldtare  Thrush. 

Turdus  merula — Blackbird.     Turdus  musieus— Common  Thrush. 

Buteo  Nisus — Sparrow  Hawk.     Circus  cyarteus — Hen-harrier. 

Stumus  vulgaris — Common  Starling.     Pica  candaia — Common  Magpie. 

Corvus  corax — Raven.     Corvus  corone — ^Carrion  Crow. 

Corvus  comix — Hooded  Crow.     Corvus  monedula — Jackdaw. 

Corvus frugUegus — ^The  Rook.     Ortygometra  Crex — Com  Crake. 

jRallus  aqualicus — Water  Rail,  or  Brook  Ouzel.    OcUlinula  cWoropw— Water  Hen. 

Cuculus  canorus — ^The  Cuckoo.     Totanus  Hypolsucos — Common  Sandpiper. 

Moctacilla  boarula — Grey  Wagtail.     Mocta^nllajlava — ^Yellow  Wa^il. 

Hirundo  rustica — The  Swallow.     Cypselus  apus — The  Common  Swift. 

Caprimulgus  Europeus — European  Goatsucker.    Hirundo  rtparta— Sand  Martin. 

Charadrius  pluviaUs — Green  Plover.     Charadrius  mormellus — ^The  DottreL 

Charadrius  hiaticula — Ringed  Plover.  Saxicola  venarU/ie — FiJlow,  or  Stone- 
chatter. 

Sylvia  rubecula — ^The  Red-breast     Troglodytes  vulgaris — Common  Wren. 

Einheriza  miliaria — Common  Bunting.  Emberiza  nivalis — Snow  Bunting,  Snow- 
flake. 

Alanda  arvensis — Field  Lark.     Parus  caruleus — ^Tit-mouse,  or  Ox-eye. 

Parus  cristatus — Crested  Tit-mouse.     Pyrrhula  vulgaris — Common  Bullfinch. 

Pyrgita  domestica — House  Sparrow.     Fringilla  coilehs — Chaffinch. 

FringiUa  cana6ina— Brown  Linnet.     Fringill  ^tnario— Rose  Linnet. 

EringiUa  spinus — Siskin.     FringiUa  carduelis — Goldfinch. 

Stumus  vulgaris — Starling.     CerthiafamUiaris — Common  Creeper. 

Nunienius  arquaia — Common  Curlew.     Totanus  coMdris — Redshank. 

Vanillis  cristatus — Common  Lapwing.     Anas  Penelope — The  Wigeon. 

Hydrography, 
The  river  Don  bounds,  and  divides  the  parish  from  Kemnay, 
on  the  south-east,  for  about  three  miles,  following  the  windings 
of  its  course.  The  water  of  Ury  intersects  the  parish,  and 
bounds  it  with  Inverurie  and  Oyne  parishes,  from  the  lower 
point,  at  the  influx  of  the  Lochter  burn,  up  to  near  Strath-horn, 
in  the  parish  of  Rayne,  a  distance  of  about  6  J  miles,  following 
the  windings  of  the  stream.  The  small  tributary  streams  of  the 
Ury  are  the  burn  of  Dumo,  or  Glen-logie  on  the  north,  and  the 
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bum  of  Balquhain  on  the  south,  with  the  bum  of  Broadward, 
north  of  Hariaw,  which  falls  into  the  Lochter  at  Lethenty.  The 
principal  tributary  of  the  Don,  connected  with  the  parish,  is 
that  of  the  bum  of  Braco,  which,  in  its  lower  course,  is  called 
Bumervie,  and  forms  the  boundary  with  the  parish  of  Inverurie, 
and  the  small  bum  of  Fettemear  which  flows  through  the 
grounds  of  that  place.  Throughout  the  parish  there  are  many 
excellent  perennial  springs,  flowing  from  the  higher  rocky 
ground,  and  the  lower  gravelly  subsoils,  which  afford  an  ample 
supply  of  water  for  every  domestic  purpose. 

Tne  Don  is  well  stored  with  salmon,  trout,  pike,  and  eels, 
fiuid  the  rod-fishing  is  considered  good.  The  Ury  is  one  of  the 
finest  streams  for  trout  we  have  in  Aberdeenshire,  and,  in  the 
pool,  or  lake  within  the  grounds  of  Logic  Elphinstone,  trout 
nave  been  caught,  weighing  from  two  to  six  pounds. 

Farms  and  Fanmng. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

Na  at  mod  above     Ka  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

.of  yearly  rant.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.         and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

37  27  46  43  56 

And  six  occapants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Kent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Chapel  of  Garioch, 

year  1872-73, £11,527  1  7 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         1,287  0  0 

Bo.        Fishings  and  Shootings,  where  Let,          .  43  0  0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  Inns,  &c 153  15  0 

Do.        Small  Properties, 115  0  0 

Do.        RaUways, 1,941  0  0 

Total  value, £15.066  16    7 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Charles  Stephen  Leslie,  Esq.  of  Balquhain. 

John  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Cluny,  Estate  of  Blairdafif. 

John  Mackenzie,  Esq.  of  Giack,  Inveramsay. 

William  Abraham  Skene,  Esq.  of  Lethenty. 

Sir  James  D.  H.  Elphinstone,  Bart.,  of  Logie-Elphinstone,  M.P. 

George  Webster,  Esq.  of  Woodend,  Dumo. 

Sir  Archibald  Grant,  Bart.,  of  Monymusk,  Braco,  Afforsk,  &c. 

Henry  Lumsden,  Esq.  of  Pitcaple. 

Heirs  of  the  late  Hennr  Knight  Erskine,  of  Pittodrie. 

James  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Manar,  Balhaggardy,  and  Hariaw. 

The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  four  in  number. 
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Farmvng. — The  rotation  of  cropping  varies  from  the  fifth  to 
the  seventn-shift  course.  The  fifth  consists  of — 1st,  oats,  2nd, 
turnips,  or  other  green  crop,  3rd,  oats,  barley,  or  wheat,  sown 
with  grass  seed,  4ui,  grass,  and  5th,  grass.  The  sixth  consists  of, 
1st,  grass,  2nd,  grass,  3rd,  grass,  4th,  oats,  5th,  turnips,  and  6th, 
oats,  or  barley,  sown  down  with  grass  seeds.  The  seventh-shift 
course  of  cropping  was,  at  one  time,  almost  universal,  but  of  late 
years,  it  has  oeen  abandoned  to  a  large  extent  It  consists  of, 
1st,  ^ass,  2nd,  grass,  3rd,  grass,  4th,  oats,  5th,  oats,  6th,  turnips, 
and  7th,  oats,  or  barley,  sown  down  with  grass  seeds.  Oats  and 
barley  form  the  principal  cereal  crop,  with  occasionally  a  few 
acres  of  wheat.  Turnips  are  largely  grown,  with  a  few  acres  of 
potatoes,  and  some  tares  for  ^een  cutting  almost  on  every  famL 

The  farm  buildings  are  m  general  conmiodious,  and  suit- 
able for  the  size  of  the  farms.  On  some  of  the  larger  farms 
they  are  of  a  superior  description,  and  on  some  of  the  smaller 
holdings  they  are  inferior.  Generally  the  land  is  enclosed  by 
stone  dykes ;  but  many  of  them  are  old,  and  some  of  them  are 
but  poor  erections.  The  ordinary  duration  of  leases  is  for  19 
years.  Within  the  past  40  years  the  extent  of  arable  land  has 
been  about  doubled,  and  the  whole  has  been  more  or  less  im- 
proved by  thorough  drainage,  which  has  been  effected,  in  many 
cases,  by  the  tenants. 

Roads. 

The  Donside  road,  from  Inverurie  to  Fettemear,  Blairdaff  and 
Monymusk,  runs  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Don,  and  since 
the  Alford  Valley  Railway  was  opened  in  1859,  a  bridge  has 
been  built  across  the  Don,  at  the  Doat  of  Kemnay.  The  great 
post  turnpike  road,  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness,  runs  through 
the  parish,  along  the  valley  of  the  Ury,  for  about  4^  miles.  The 
Inverurie  and  Forgue  turnpike  road  sJkirts  the  north  boundary, 
from  the  bridge  over  the  Ury  at  Howford,  to  Broadward ;  and 
a  cross  road  leads  from  Old  Meldrum  to  Pitcaple,  which  con- 
nects these  two  places.  From  Pitcaple,  a  road  runs  north- 
ward, by  Logic  Durno,  to  Wartle ;  and  another  leads  southwards 
by  the  church,  to  Blairdaff,  and  the  old  high  road,  from  Inver- 
urie, by  the  castle  of  Balquhain,  and  Drumdumo,  intersects  the 
parish  for  several  miles  from  south  to  north. 

The  Pitcaple  Railway  Station,  on  the  Great  North  Line,  is 
convenientl V  placed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  north  half  of  the 
parish,  while  those  residing  in  the  eastern  division  have  easy 
access  to  the  Inverurie  Station,  also  on  the  Great  North,  and 
to  the  Lethenty  Station  on  the  Old  Meldrum  Railway. 
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Mansion  Houses. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Logie  is  a  plain  old  block  of  a  build- 
ing, pleasantly  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ury.  It  points 
to  the  south,  and  has  an  extensive  sloping  lawn  to  the  river, 
which  is  well  sheltered  on  the  north  and  east  by  clumps  of 
pines,  mixed  with  ornamental  hardwood  trees,  and  some  hedge- 
rows. Lower  down  the  valley,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
stands  Pitcaple  Castle  *  on  a  flat  low  piece  of  ground,  which 
is  highly  ornamented  with  belts  and  clumps  of  young  trees. 
The  Mansion  House  of  Pittodrie  f  685  feet),  wnich  stands  on  the 
north-eastern  shoulder  of  Benacnie,  is  an  old  building,  but  a 
very  desirable  residence,  and  is  surrounded  by  extensive  planta- 
tions of  well-grown  forest  trees,  and  very  ornamental  grounds. 
The  Mansion  House  of  Fettemear  is  said  to  have  been  built  in 
1329,  for  a  summer  lodging  to  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  when 
coming  to  survey  the  canons  and  priests  of  Fettemear  chapeLf 
For  many  centuries,  the  House  of  Fettemear  has  been  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Leslies  of  Balquhain,  and  by  that  family  it  has 
been  enlarged,  so  that  it  is  now  one  of  tne  largest  and  finest 
mansions  on  the  banks  of  the  Don  The  private  grounds  extend 
for  about  two  miles  along  the  river,  and  they  are  well  sheltered 
by  extensive  and  ornamental  plantations  on  the  north  and  west. 

The  Established  Church  is  a  large  building,  seated  for  800.  It 
was  built  in  1813,  and  is  in  good  rej)air.  In  the  year  1839,  a 
church  was  built  at  Blairda^  which  is  capable  of  holding  500 
sitters.  The  Manse  of  Chapel  of  Gariocn  was  built  in  1789. 
Additions  were  made  to  it  in  1814,  and  1831,  and  it  is  now  one 
of  the  most  commodious  Manses  in  the  presbytery.  The  Glebe 
contains  18  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  district 

InTis  and  Alehouses. 

There  is  one  Inn  at  Pitcaple,  which  has  been  long  established, 
and  two  shops  hcensed  for  the  retail  of  spirits,  ales,  and  porter. 

*  About  the  year  1780,  Pitcaple  Castle  was  almost  in  rains,  and  so  the  old 
"tory  goes,  it  had  then  numerous  tenants  in  the  shape  of  jackdaws,  who  "  bmlt 
their  nests  in  the  chimneys,''  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  "goodman  of  the 
house,"  who,  early  one  morning,  "thousht  he  was  favoured  with  a  vision  of 
^gels,  till  he  discovered  that  they  were  bhick."  Hence,  the  proverb,  when  one 
Would  expose  a  ridiculous  story,  to  say,  "  they  are  like  Pitcaple's  angels — of 
the  wrong  colour."  About  45  years  aco,  the  late  proprietor  of  Pitcaple  had 
^e  cftstle  renovated  according  to  j^lans  by  Mr.  Wm.  Bums  of  Edinburgh,  and, 
at  present,  it  is  undergoing  extensive  repairs. 

t  This  chapel  is  said  to  have  been  built  in  the  year  1109,  and,  in  1160,  it 
'deceived  a  charter  from  His  Majesty  Malcolm  IV.  Orem's  **  History  of  Old 
Aberdeen."  The  ruins  of  the  old  chapel  and  burving  ground  are  within  the 
private  ^rounds  of  Fettemear  ;  the  ruins  of  the  old  chapel  of  Logie  Dnmo  are 
withiu  tno  plantations  of  Logie  Elphinstone. 
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Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPEXDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CHAPEL  OF  GARIOCH,  DURING 

THE  YEAR  ENT)ED  I4th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Aflsessments,        ....      £531    8    8 
Do.     from  Mortificationfly  and  all  other  sourceSy        9    4    9 


£540  13    5 


Exptndiiure. 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  £431  12  4 

ReUef  of  Casual  Poor, 14  13  74 

Medical  Relief, 29  19  0^ 

Management, 52  13  3 

Law  Expenses, 4  12  4 

Expended  on  Buildings,  not  being  authorised,    .  4    7  8 

Balance  in  hand,    .        .        .        .  2  15  3 


£540  13    5 


ARSTRACT  OF  THE  N'TIMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY^,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


1 

in 
186L 

BeUeved  daring  the 

year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receiTe  reUeL 

CMualPoor. 

! 
Fataous 

[                1 
lUle8.j  Females. 'Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

TWw»«H  '   other 
'^™*i  casual 

Depend- 
ants. 

or 
Innne^ 

2,023 

18 

47 

65 

45 

11 

15 

3 

7 

3     ' 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.,  83  and  34,  and  there  are  three 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 


IL_CIVIL  HISTORY. 


Battle  of  Harlaw. — ^Upon  the  24th  day  of  July,  1411,  on  St. 
James's  Even,  was  fought  the  memorable  battle  of  Harlaw, 
between  Alexander,  Earl  of  Mar,  who  commanded  the  royal 
army,  and  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  Albany  as  Regent,  Donald  passed  through 
Ross-shire,  and,  after  having  ravaged  all  Miirray-land,  he 
entered  Strathbogie,  and  promised  his  followers  a  rich  booty 
in  the  plunder  of  Aberdeen.  The  Regent  became  alarmed  at 
the  progress  of  Donald,  sent  a  commission  to  the  Earl  of  Mar* 

*  Alexander  Stewart,  Earl  of  Mar,  ib  said  to  have  been  a  natural  son  of 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Buchan  and  Ross,  better  known  as  the  Wolf  of  Badenoch, 
and  brother  to  the  Regent  Albany.  The  leader  of  the  royal  forces  was,  there- 
fore, nephew  to  the  R^ent,  and  cousin  to  James  I.,  king  of  Scotland,  who  was 
then  a  captire  in  England. 
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to  levy  forces  and  oppose  him.  The  Earl,  in  a  very  short  time, 
found  himself  at  the  head  of  the  whole  fighting  power  of  Mar 
and  Garioch.  in  addition  to  that  of  Angus  ana  Mearns ;  Sir 
Alexander  Ogilvie,  sheriff  of  Angus ;  Sir  James  Scrymgeour, 
constable  of  Dundee,  and  hereditary  standard-bearer  of  Scot- 
land ;  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  Sir  Robert  Melville,  Sir 
William  de  Abernethy,  nephew  to  the  Regent,  and  many  other 
barons  with  their  feudal  services,  joined  him  with  displayed 
banner ;  Sir  Robert  Davidson,  the  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  a 
troop  of  burgesses,  came  boldly  forward  to  defend  their  homes 
from  the  threatened  attack  by  the  king  of  the  Western  Islands. 

The  Earl  of  Mar  assembled  his  forces  in  Aberdeen,  and 
straightway  marched  them  to  Inverurie,  and  came  in  sight  of 
the  Highlanders  on  Harlaw,  which  is  about  2J  miles  north  of 
that  place.  The  battle  field  is  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ury, 
and  IS  still  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pley  Fauld.  West  of 
the  farm  houses  of  Harlaw,  about  200  yards,  is  a  large  whin- 
stone  about  seven  feet  in  height  and  two  feet  in  breadth,  called 
the  Liggar  Stone  (Lag-garie,  meaning  "  the  shealing  of  the 
hollow"),  said  to  have  been  put  up  to  mark  the  place  where 
the  females  who  followed  the  Highlanders  were  slain  and  buried. 
About  two  miles  north  of  Harlaw  are  the  farm  houses  of  Leg- 
gat's-den,  where  at  one  time  there  was  to  be  seen  a  tomb,  built 
ill  the  form  of  a  malt  steep,  composed  of  four  large  stones, 
covered  with  a  broad  stone,  where,  as  the  country  people  say, 
Donald  of  the  Isles  was  buried.  "  It  is  certain,  however,"  says 
Tytler,  "  that  the  Lord  of  the  Isles  was  not  slain,  and  tliis  may 
have  been  Macintosh's  tomb.*  Maclean's  grave,  and  Drum's 
cairn,  are  both  on  the  field  of  battle." 

The  Highlanders  were  about  10,000  strong,  that  of  the  Low- 
landers  omy  about  1,000 ;  but  the  latter  consisted  of  the  bravest 
barons  in  those  parts,  and  their  leader  considered  a  single  knight 
clad  in  steel,  a  fair  match  for  a  whole  troop  of  well-armed  Ket- 
terans.  Mar  entrusted  the  leading  of  the  vanguard  to  Scrym- 
g(»our  and  Ogilvie,  who  had  with  them  a  small  compact  battalion 
of  well-armed  knights,  and  men-at-arms,  whilst  he  himself  fol- 
lowed with  the  rear-guard  of  the  army."|-    The  chief  leaders 

*  In  the  Tenion  of  the  ballad  given  in  the  Complaynt  of  Scotland,  there  is  the 
foUowing  Terse : — 

**  And  when  they  saw  that  he  was  dead, 
They  tum'd  and  ran  awa'  ; 
And  they  buried  him  at  Legfi;at'8*den, 
A  large  mile  frae  Harlaw. 
t  The  Earl  of  Mar,  having  marched  from  Aberdeen  with  the  men  of  Angus 
and  Mearns,  along  with  provost  Davidson's  troop  of  burgesses,  crossed  the  Don 
at  the  Stanners  of  Inverurie,  where  they  were  met  by  the  Keiths  and  the 
(Gordons,  and  also  the  loyal  men  from  Strathbogie  and  the  upper  parts  of  the 
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of  the  Highlanders  were  Donald  himself,  with  Macintosh  and 
Macleaa  The  Highlanders  came  on  with  shouts  and  yells,  as 
was  their  custom  to  raise  when  coming  into  battle ;  but  were 
met  "  with  levelled  s|>ears,  ponderous  maces  and  battle-ax^ 
which  inflicted  ghastly  wounds  and  deadly  blows  upon  their 
half-arme<l  opponents.''  Scrjrmgeour  and  those  who  fought 
under  him  had  little  difficulty  in  driving  back  the  front  Ice- 
men, and  in  cutting  his  way  through  their  thick  columns, 
making  dreadful  slaughter.  ''  But  though  hundreds  fell  around 
him,  thousands  poured  in  to  supply  their  places  more  fierce 
and  fresh  than  their  predecessors.'  Mar,  with  his  main  army, 
penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy,  but  soon  became  tired 
with  the  slaughter,  and  less  able  to  resist  the  increasing  ferocity 
and  reckless  fury  of  the  Highlanders,  "  that  still  yelled  and 
fou^t  around  him." 

"The  constable  of  Dundee,  the  sherifi'  of  Angus,  and  his  eldest 
son,  and  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  were  slain ;  Leslie  of 
Balouhain  is  said  to  have  fallen,  with  six  of  his  sons  beside  him, 
Sir  Thomas  Moray,  Sir  Robert  de  Maule  of  Panmure,  William 
Abemethy, '  son  and  heir '  of  Lord  Salton,  and  the  '  Lord  Sal- 

Garioch,  who  had  retired  before  the  approach  of  the  lalemen.  At  Inverarie,  the 
right,  or  vanffuard  of  the  army  was  aetached  under  the  oommand  of  the  con- 
stable of  Dandee,  alona  with  the  sheriff  of  Angus,  and  provost  Davidson's  troops, 
crossed  the  Ury  at  Mill  of  Keith -hall,  and  marching  by  the  Fort  of  Casldeben 
and  Bojrnds,  to  the  Colly-hill,  where  they  obtained  a  commanding  view  of  the 
enemy  across  the  Lochter.  The  left  wing  was  compoeed  of  the  Forbeees,  "  frae 
Ourgarff  to  Craigievar,"  the  Leiths,  the  Lrskines,  and  the  LesHes,  and  they  ap- 
proached the  battle-field  by  Blackball,  the  Drimmies  Hill,  and  the  casue  of 
Balquhain,  and  upon  their  own  ground  they  occupied  a  strong  position  on  the 
right  of  the  enemy.  The  mounted  portion  of  the  army  was  led  by  Mar  himftelf, 
through  Inverurie,  and,  crossing  the  Ury  at  Howford,  the  three  lines  converged 
on  the  ridge  of  Balhaggardy,  nght  in  front  of  the  Highlanders.  The  battle, 
from  the  beginning,  was  a  contest  between  a  handful  of  well-armed  disciplined 
men  against  numl^rs.  The  well-armed  Lowlanders  had  no  difficulty  in  break- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  Highlanders,  but  did  so,  only  to  be  swallowed  up,  and  die, 
in  the  melee  among  their  enemies.  The  vanguard,  composed  of  the  steel-clad 
knights,  was  butchered  by  the  swarms  of  Highlanders,  who,  only  armed  with 
Bword  and  dirk,  clung  around  them.  Mar  himself  continued  the  battle  till 
night-fall,  and  remain^  on  the  field  less  a  victor  than  deserted  by  his  opponents. 
Aner  the  fight  had  ceased,  it  was  found  that  Donald  had  retreated  westward, 
by  the  valleys  of  the  Ury  and  the  Gadie,  and  Mar  was  unable  at  that  time  to 
pursue  him  to  his  island  fastness. — Communicated. 

Note. — **  Here  it  may  perhaps  be  considered  not  out  of  place  to  remark,  that, 
in  describing  the  result  of  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  Mr.  Tytler  (and  other  local 
writers  of  a  recent  date),  has  fallen  into  an  important  topographical  error  in 
stating  that  the  army  of  the  Isles  retreated  by  Inverury  and  the  hill  of  Benachity — 
Inverury  being  in  fact  two  miles  south  of  the  field  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  the 
Royal  army,  and  directly  on  the  road  to  Aberdeen,  and  the  hill  of  Benachie 
being  nearly  d^ie  voest  from  the  field  ;  whereas  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  retreating  army  retraced  their  stops  through  the  gorsc«  of  the  Foud- 
land  Hills,  and  that  they  fell  back  upon  those  districts,  from  ^ich  their  forces 
had  so  considerably  increased,  on  their  advance  southwards." — Statistical  Ac- 
count of  Chapel  of  Garioch,  1S40,  p.  568. 
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toun  of  Rothiemay/  Alexander  Straitx)n  of  Laurieston,  and  above 
500  men-at-arms,  from  the  Lowlands,  and  the  eastern  parts  of 
Scotland,  shared  their  fate.     The  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  the 

greater  number  '  of  the  stalwart  burgesses  who  fought  around 
im  were  slain ' ;  and  '  many  families  lost  not  only  their  chief, 
but  every  male  in  the  house/  " 

The  Earl  of  Mar,  with  a  small  number  of  survivors,  continued 
the  battle  till  night-fall,  when  slaughter  ceased,  and  in  the 
morning  it  was  found  that  Donald  nad  retreated  northward, 
through  the  country  from  which  his  forces  had  been  consider- 
ably increased  during  his  southward  march  Mar  himself 
remained  on  the  field,  not  from  any  consciousness  of  victory ; 
but  from  the  eftects  of  wounds  and  exhaustion,  and  unable  to 

Eursue  the  retreat  of  the  Islesmen,  who  were  checked  and 
roken  up  bv  the  desperate  contest ;  "  but  neither  conquered 
nor  effectually  subdued." 

The  result  of  this  bloody  and  obstinate  battle  foreshadowed 
the  final  overthrow  of  the  Highlanders. 

In  the  summer  of  the  following  year,  however,  the  forces  of 
the  Reffent  attacked  the  Lord  of  the  Islas  in  his  own  domains, 
compelled  him  to  relinauish  his  assumed  independence,  give 
up  all  claim  to  the  Earjaom  of  Ross,  and  consent  to  become  a 
vassal  to  the  Scottish  crown. 

The  Battle  of  Harlaw  appears  as  a  Pibroch,  in  a  foUo  collec- 
tion of  Scotch  tunes,  referred  to  in  Stenhouse's  Eklition  of 
"  Johnson's  Musical  Museum."  And,  in  that  exceedingly  rare 
"  Collection  of  Scots  Music,"  by  Donald  Dow,  1774,  there  oc- 
curs, p.  28,  "  The  Battle  of  Hara  Law."  As  to  the  ballad  we 
give  below,  printed  in  Ramsay's  Evergreen,  Riston  says,  "  with 
submission  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Hailes,  that  he  presumes  it 
to  be  the  old  song  of  the  *  The  Battel  of  Hayrlaw,'  mentioned  in 
the  Complaynt  of  iicoUand  (1548),  and  that  it  may  be  as  old 
as  the  fifteenth  century."  IVofessor  Aytoun  says,  "'  Be  that  as 
it  may,  the  ballad  deserves  preservation.  It  is  at  least  faithful 
in  detail,  for  it  records  with  minuteness  the  origin  and  incidents 
of  the  battle."* 

*'  Faae  Dnnidier  as  I  came  through, 

Dowu  by  the  hill  of  Benaehie, 
Alangat  the  lands  of  Garioch, 

Great  |)ity  was  to  hear  and  see 

The  noise  and  dulesome  harmonie, 
(That  ever  that  dulefu'  day  did  daw  !) 

Crying  the  coronach  on  hie, 
Alas,  alas,  for  the  Harlaw  ! 

*  Mr.  Clyne  (Ballads  from  Scottish  History),  points  out  its  coincidence  in 
details  and  expression  with  Boece's  History,  mistakes  included,  and  infers  it  to 
have  been  comiiosed  by  some  one  who  had  that  work  before  him. 

V 
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I  marv'dit  what  the  roatt«r  meint ; 

All  folks  were  in  a  tiery  fame  :* 
1  wistna  wha  was  fae  or  friend  ; 

Yet  (quietly  I  clid  me  carry. 

Hut  am'  the  days  of  aold  King  Harry, 
Sic  slaimhter  was  not  heard  nor  seen ; 

And  Uiere  I  had  not  time  to  tarry. 
For  business  in  Aberdeen. 

Thus  as  I  walkit  on  the  way, 

To  Inverury  as  I  went, 
I  met  a  man  and  bade  him  stay, 

Requesting  him  to  mak'  me  quaint 

Of  the  beginning  and  event, 
That  happened  there  at  the  Harlaw  : 

Then  ne  entreated  me  tak'  tent,t 
And  he  the  truth  should  to  me  shaw. 

Great  Donald  of  the  Isles  did  claim 

Unto  the  lands  of  Ross  some  right. 
And  to  the  (Tovemor  he  came, 

Them  for  to  have,  gif  that  he  might ; 

Wha  saw  his  interest  was  but  slight. 
And  therefore  answered  wi'  disdain. 

He  hasted  home  baith  day  and  night. 
And  sent  nae  bodword^  back  again. 

But  Donald,  right  impatient 

Of  that  answer  Duke  Robert  gave. 
He  vowed  to  God  omnipotent,  , 

AU  the  hail  lands  of  Ross  to  have. 

Or  elne  be  graithit  in  his  grave. 
He  would  not  quit  his  right  for  nought, 

Nor  be  abasit  like  a  slave  ; 
That  baxgain  should  be  dearly  bought. 

Then  hastilie  he  did  command. 

That  all  his  weir-men  should  ccmvene  ; 
Ilk  ane  well -harnessed  frae  hand. 

To  meet  and  hear  what  he  did  mean. 

He  waxed  wrath,  and  vowed  tein  ;§ 
Swearing  he  would  suiprise  the  North, 

Subdue  the  brugh  of  Aberdeen, 
Meams,  Angus,  and  all  Fife,  to  Forth. 

Thus  with  the  weir-men  of  the  Isles, 

Who  were  aye  at  his  bidding  boun'  ; 
With  mony  mae,  with  force  and  wiles. 

Right  far  and  near,  baith  up  and  down  ; 

Through  mount  and  muir,  frae  toun  to  toun, 
Alang  the  lands  of  Ross,  he  roars  ; 

And  all  obeyed  at  his  bandoun. 
Even  frae  the  north  to  southern  shores. 

Then  all  the  country-men  did  yield. 

For  nae  resistance  durst  they  mak\ 
Nor  offer  battle  on  the  field. 

By  force  of  arms  to  bear  him  back. 

But  they  resolved  all,  and  spak'. 
That  best  it  was  for  their  behove. 

They  should  him  for  their  chieftain  tak'. 
Believing  well  he  did  them  love. 
"'*  Fiery  furrie/'coiifiuilon.    t "Tak*  tent," noliwj.    r'Bodword,"  reply,    f"  Vowed  tein,** revenfi^e. 
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Then  he  in  a  proclamation  made. 

All  men  to  meet  at  Inverness  ; 
Through  Murray-land  to  make  a  raid, 

Frae  Arthursyre  into  Speyness  ; 

And  further-mair  he  sent  express 
To  show  his  colours  and  ensenzie,* 

To  all  and  sundry,  mair  or  less, 
Throughout  the  bounds  of  Boyne  and  Enzie. 

And  then  through  fair  Strathbogie  land. 

His  purpose  was  for  to  pursue  ; 
And  wnasoever  durst  sainstand. 

That  race  they  shomd  fuU  sairly  rue  ; 

Then  he  bade  all  his  men  be  true, 
And  him  defend  by  force  and  slight ; 

And  promised  them  rewards  enow, 
And  mak'  them  men  of  meikle  might 

Without  resistance,  as  he  said. 

Through  all  these  parts  he  stoutly  past, 
Where  some  were  wae,  and  some  were  glad. 

But  Garioch  was  all  aehastw 

Through  all  these  fields  he  sped  him  fast. 
For  sic  a  sight  was  never  seen, 

And  then,  forsooth,  he  longed  at  last 
To  see  the  brogh  of  Aberdeen. 

To  hinder  this  proud  enterprise. 

The  stout  and  mighty  Earl  of  Mar, 
With  all  his  men  in  arms  did  rise, 

Even  frae  Curgarf  to  Craigievar  ; 

And  down  the  side  of  Don  right  far, 
Angus  and  Meama  did  all  convene. 

To  fight,  ere  Donald  came  so  near 
The  royal  brugh  of  Aberdeen. 

And  thus  the  martial  Earl  of  Mar 

Marched  with  his  men  in  right  array, 
Before  his  enemy  was  aware, 

His  banner  boldly  did  display  ; 

For  weU  enough  they  kenn'd  the  way, 
And  all  their  semblance  weel  they  saw  ; 

Without  all  danger  or  delay, 
Came  hastilie  to  the  Harlaw. 

With  him  the  brave  Lord  Ogilvie, 

Of  Angus  sheriff-principal ; 
The  constable  of  good  Dundee, 

The  van£[uard  led  before  them  all ; 

Suppose  m  number  they  were  small, 
They  nrst  right  boldly  did  pursue, 

And  made  their  foes  before  them  fall, 
Wha  then  that  race  did  sairly  rue. 

And  then  the  worthy  Lord  Saltoun, 

The  strong  undoubted  Laird  of  Drum, 
The  stalwart  Laird  of  Lauriestoun, 

With  ilk  their  forces  all  and  some  ; 

Panmure,  with  all  his  men,  did  come  ; 
The  provost  of  brave  Aberdeen, 

With  trumpets  and  with  tuck  of  drum, 
Came  shortly  in  their  armour  sheen,  t 

•••  EDMnzie/*  eDa\gnn.        t "  Sheen,"  bright 
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These  wxtl\  the  Earl  of  Mar  cftme  on. 

In  the  reftr-ward  right  orderiy  ; 
Their  enemies  to  set  upon 

In  awful  manner  hardilie  ; 

Together  Towed  to  live  or  die 
Since  they  had  marched  mony  miles. 

For  to  cappress  the  tyninnv 
Of  doubted  Donald  of  the  Isles. 

But  he,  in  number  ten  to  one, 

Right  Bubtilie  alang  did  ride. 
With  Maloomtoah,  and  fell  Maclean, 

With  all  their  nower  at  their  side  ; 

Presuming  on  tneir  strength  and  pride. 
Without  all  fear  or  any  awe, 

Riflht  boldly  bfttUe  did  abide, 
Hard  by  the  tonn  of  fair  Hariaw. 

The  armies  met,  the  trumpet  sounds. 

The  danderinff  drums  aloud  did  tnik ; 
Baith  annies  bioung  on  the  bounds. 

Till  ane  of  them  the  field  should  bruik  ; 

Nae  help  was  therefore,  nane  wad  jonk,* 
Fierce  was  the  fight  on  ilka  side. 

And  on  the  ground  lay  many  a  boiik,f 
Of  them  that  tiiere  did  battle  bide. 

With  doubtsome  victory  they  dealt ; 

The  bludy  battle  lasted  lang  ; 
nk  man  his  neighbour's  force  there  felt^ 

The  weakest  aft-times  gat  the  wrang  ; 

There  was  nae  mows  there  them  amang 
Kaething  was  heard  but  heavy  knocks  ; 

That  echo  made  a  dulefu'  sans 
Thereto  resounding  fnie  the  rocks. 

But  Donald's  men  at  last  saye  back. 

For  they  were  all  out  of  array  ; 
The  Earl  of  Mar*s  men  through  them  brak'. 

Pursuing  sharply  in  their  way, 

Their  enemies  to  take  or  slay. 
By  dint  of  force  to  gar  them  ^leld  ; 

Wha  were  right  blithe  to  win  away, 
And  so  for  f eardness  tint  the  field. 

Then  Donald  fled,  and  that  full  fast, 

To  mountains  hie,  for  all  his  might ; 
For  he  and  his  were  all  aghast. 

And  ran  till  thev  were  out  of  sight : 

And  BO  of  Bobs  he  lost  his  right. 
Though  mony  men  with  him  he  brought ; 

Towards  the  Isles  fled  day  and  nighty 
And  all  he  wan  was  dearly  bought. 

This  iB  (quoth  he)  the  right  report 

Of  all  that  I  did  hear  and  knaw  ; 
Though  my  diBoourse  be  something  short, 

Take  this  to  be  a  right  sooth  saw.t 

Contrarie  God  and  the  kin^s  law, 
There  was  spilled  meikle  Christian  blude, 

Into  the  battle  of  Harlaw  ; 
This  is  the  sum,  sae  I  conclude. 
•  ••  WtA  Jouk,"  tioop  to  avoid  a  blow.        t "  A  bouk,"  a  body.        t "  Sooth  saw,"  true  narrative. 
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But  yet  a  boniiie  while  abide, 

And  I  shall  make  thee  clearly  ken. 
What  daughter  was  on  ilka  side, 

Of  Lawl^d  and  of  Highland  men. 

Who  for  their  own  have  ever  been  : 
These  lazy  loons  mi^ht  well  be  spared, 

Chasit  like  deers  into  their  den. 
And  gat  their  wages  for  reward. 

Maloomtosh,  of  the  clan  head-chief, 

Biaolean,  with  his  great  haughty  head. 
With  all  their  succour  and  relief, 

Were  dulef  nlly  dung  to  the  dead  ; 

And  now  we  are  frmd  of  their  feid,* 
And  will  not  Ions  to  come  again  ; 

Thousands  wiu  them,  wiwout  remeid, 
On  Donald's  side  that  day  were  shun. 

And  on  the  other  side  were  lost. 

Into  the  field  that  dismal  day, 
Chief  men  of  worth  (of  meikle  cost), 

To  be  lamented  sair  for  aye ; 

The  Lord  Saltoun  of  Rothiemay,t 
A  man  of  might  and  meikle  main. 

Great  dolour  was  for  his  decay, 
That  sae  unhappilie  was  slain. 

Of  the  best  men  among  them  was 

The  gracious  gade  Lord  Qgilvy, 
The  sheriff-principal  of  Angus, 

Renounit  for  truth  and  equitie,t 

For  faith  and  magnanimitie  ; 
He  had  few  fellows  in  the  field, 

Yet  fell  by  fatal  destinie. 
For  he  naeways  would  grant  to  yield. 

Sir  James  Scrymgeour  of  Dudhope,  knight. 

Great  constable  of  fair  Dundee, 
Unto  the  duleful  death  was  dight ; 

The  king's  chief  bannerman  was  he, 

A  valiant  man  of  chivalrie, 
Whose  predecessors  won  that  place 

At  Spev,  with  good  King  William  free, 
'Gainst  Murray,  and  Maodnncan's  race. 

Good  Sir  Alexander  Irvine, 

The  much  renounit  Laird  of  Drum, 
Nane  in  his  days  was  better  seen. 

When  they  were  'sembled  all  and  some  ; 

To  praise  him  we  should  not  be  dumb^ 
For  valour,  wit,  and  worthiness  ; 

To  end  lus  days  he  there  did  come, 
Whose  ransome  is  remeedilees. 

And  there  the  Knight  of  Lauriestoun, 

Was  slain  into  his  armour  sheen ; 
And  gude  Sir  Robert  Davidson, 

Who  Provost  was  of  Aberdeen ; 

««*  Fefd,**  feud,      t  William  Aberaethy,  "  wm  and  heir  "  of  Lord  Saltoim,  and  mentioiMd  m  nioh 
to  the  ScotlclinnUooii,  and  by  Major.  U  styled  by  Boeoe  "  WUlelmua  Abemethi  a  Saltbon.**  and  as 

a  matter  of  ooone  ngan»  in  the  poem  aa— "  The  Lord  Saltoun  of  Rothiemay.** 

t  Pitftlealar  Mntencea  and  pbraaea  in  the  baOad  even  approach  to  a  tnuialation  of  Boeoe*!  Latin. 

In  the  hletory,  for  instance,  the  sherUf  of  Amnu  to  aald  to  be  "  singubui  jwtitla  ao  probitato 

prnditaa,'*  while  in  the  poem  he  i»-"  Renounit  for  truth  and  equitle.**    He  mrviired  till  1488. 

—Notes  by  Mr.  Clyne. 
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Tlie  Knight  of  Panmare  as  was  seen, 
A  mortal  man  in  annour  bright ; 

Sir  Thomas  Murray  stent  and  keen. 
Left  to  the  world  their  last  good-night. 

There  was  not  sin'  King  Kenneth's  days, 

Sic  strange  intestine  cruel  strife 
In  Scotland  seen,  as  ilk  man  says. 

Where  mony  likelie  lost  their  life  ; 

Which  made  divorce  'tween  man  and  wife. 
And  mony  children  fatherless. 

Which  in  this  realm  has  been  full  rife  ; 
Lord,  help  these  lands,  our  wrongs  redress  ! 

In  July,  on  Saint  James  his  even, 

That  four-and-twenty  dismal  day, 
Twelve  hundred,  ten  score,  and  eleven. 

Of  years  sin'  Christ,  the  sooth  to  say  ; 

Men  will  remember  as  thev  may. 
When  thus  the  veritie  they  knaw  ; 

And  mony  a  ane  may  mourn  for  aye, 
The  brim  battil  of  the  Harlaw. 


III.-ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  centrically  situated  for  the  parish,  but 
not  for  the  population,  as  the  most  populous  parts  of  it  are  at 
the  two  extremities — Logie  Durno  and  Fettemear.  This  in- 
convenience was,  however,  so  far  removed  by  the  erection,  in 
1839,  of  a  relief  church  or  Chai)el  of  Ease  at  Blairdaff,*  about  4  J 
miles  to  south  of  the  Parish  Church,  which  accommodates  the 
parishioners  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  parish,  and  also  a 
IK)rtion  of  the  parishioners  in  tlie  adjoining  parishes  of  Mony- 
musk  and  Oyne. 

The  stipend  is  16  chalders,  half  meal,  half  barley,  payable 
according  to  the  fiar's  prices  of  the  County,  with  £8  6s.  8A  for 
commumon  elements.  Tlie  teinds  are  unexhausted.  The 
Manse  and  offices  are  valued  at  £25  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and 
garden  at  £30.  The  Free  Church,  with  Manse  and  garden,  now 
occupies  a  fine  centrical  situation  near  to  the  Pitcaple  Railway 
Station^     The  Manse  and  warden  are  valued  at  £25  a-year. 

The  chief  Parochial  Scnool  and  schoolmaster's  house  are 
very  commodious  buildings,  standing  close  beside  the  church. 

Ihere  is  a  small  Parochial  Library,  consisting  principally  of 
religious  books. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  seven  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
George  Bain,  F.  G,  chairman,  Alex.  Reid,  Jun.,  Fettemear.  clerk 
School  Rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There 
are  three  Schools  in  connection  with  the  Board, — the  Chapel 

•  It  is  now  the  Free  Church  of  Blainlaff. 
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School  has  99  scholars,  the  Madras  School,  Fetternear,  99,  but 
no  return  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  the 
other  School  at  Durno. 


IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Sib  Walter  Farquhar,  Bart.,  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert 
Farquhar,  minister  of  Chapel  of  Garioch,  was  born  at  Peterhead ; 
but  after  having  gone  through  his  academical  studies  at  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  he  went  to  London,  and  became  one  of 
the  physicians  of  George  IV.,  while  Prince  Regent. 

Dr.  John  Anderson  of  St  Christopher*s,  West  Indies,  and  a 
native  of  this  parish,  mortified  £10  annually  for  the  support  of 
the  poor. 

Pwtiives, — There  are,  amount  many  others  in  the  house  of 
Logie  Elphinstone,  portraits  ot  Bishop  Elphinstone,  of  Charles, 
Lord  Eljminstone,  of  the  family  of  Elphinstone,  patrons  of  the 
parish  ;  and  of  Viscount  Dundee,  Count  Patrick  Leslie  of  Bal- 
quhain,  and  of  Sir  James  Leslie  of  Pitcaple, 

The  following  iwteB  are  from  Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay's  "  Cas- 
tellated Architecture  of  Aberdeenshire." 

"  Pitcaple  being  upon  the  direct  road  from  Aberdeen  to  the 
north,  was  in  former  times  visited  by  many  royal  and  dis- 
tinguished personages. 

James  Iv. — ^"The  gay  and  chivalrous  Monarch,  James  the 
Fourth,  when  on  a  progress  to  repress  the  turbulent  spirit  of 
his  Barons,  visited  Pitcaple. 

Queen  Mary. — "  The  unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  passed 
a  night  and  part  of  a  day  at  Pitcaple ;  and  during  her  visit 
planted  the  tnom  tree  (represented  m  the  accompanying  view), 
to  the  right  of  the  buildmg,  and  which  has  ever  since  been 
honoured  by  her  name. 

Marquis  of  Montrose. — "  These  were  visits  of  royal  prosperity, 
but  the  amval  of  the  celebrated  Marouis  of  Montrose  was 
marked  by  incidents  calculated  to  awaken  the  deepest  sym- 
jiathy,  and  create  feelings  of  disgust  at  the  indignities  heaped 
upon  one  so  immeasurably  above  the  ordinary  beings  then 
triumphing  in  his  misfortunes."  Generals  Leslie  and  Strachan 
accompanied  Montrose  in  his  route  southwards. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1650,  Charles  II.  visited  Pitcaple  on 
the  day  of  "  St.  Sair*s  Fair."  When  the  royal  party  came  in 
sight  of  the  fair  at  some  distance,  and  descried  the  tents  pitched 
on  the  ground,  they  concludc^d  that  it  must  bo  an  encampment 
of  Covenanters.     To  avoid  tlie  liiizard  of  an  encounter,  thoy 
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quitted  the  hicfh  road,  and  pursued  their  way  through  a 
sequestered  valley.  When  Charles  crossed  the  Ury,  near  Rt- 
caple,  he  was  struck  with  the  luxuriance  of  the  crops,  observing 
that  it  reminded  him  of  England.  The  farm  was  subsequently 
called  England,  a  name  which  it  stiU  retains. 

BalquMiTL — George,  son  to  Andrew,  the  sixth  Lord  Leslie, 
obtained  firom  David  the  Second,  in  1340,  the  lands  of  Bal- 
quhain,  Braco,  Knockinglews,  &c.,  he  married  Elizabeth  Keith  of 
the  Marischal  family.  His  only  son  Hemeline  succeeded,  and 
married  the  daughter  of  Maxwell  of  Caerlaverock  His  son  Sir 
Andrew  Leslie,  who  had  a  long  feud  with  the  Forbeses,  made 
an  inroad  on  Strathavon,  and  carried  oflF  the  Laird  of  Inver- 
avon's  daughter,  called  the  "  fair  maid  of  Strathavon."  Beinc" 
declared  an  outlaw,  he  fled  to  Benachie,  where  he  defended 
himself  for  some  time,  but  having  descended  firom  the  hill, 
he  was  overtaken  at  Braco,  by  the  sheriflF  of  Angus,  and  there 
slain.  He  left  by  Isabell,  daughter  of  Mortimer  of  Oaigievar, 
William,  who  received  the  honour  of  knighthood  at  the  coro- 
nation of  James  L,  in  1424.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Lord  Lovat ;  secondly,  to  Agnes  Irvine,  daughter 
to  tne  Laird  of  Drum;  and,  lastly,  to  Eunhemia  Lindsay, 
daughter  of  the  Laird  of  Camie,  brother  to  tne  Earl  of  Craw- 
ford. He  died  on  the  14th  April,  1467.  Alexander,  the  fifth 
Laird  of  Balquhain,  married,  first,  the  daughter  of  Gordon  of 
Caimborrow,  and  second,  the  daughtfjr  of  tne  Laird  of  Culter. 
He  died  in  1472,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Patrick,  who 
married  the  daughter  of  Grant  of  Freuchie,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son.  He  died  in  1496,  having  lived  in  great  splendour. 
William,  the  son  of  Patrick,  married,  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
to  Sir  Walter  Ogilvie  of  Boyne ;  secondly,  Marjorie,  daughter 
of  Keith  of  Inverugie ;  thirdly,  Margaret  Forbes,  daughter  to 
the  Laird  of  Tolquhoa  It  was  in  this  laird's  time  that  the  raid 
of  the  Garioch  barons  took  place,  and  Kennedy,  in  his  annals  of 
Aberdeen,  thus  records  that  daring  outrage : — '*  A  tumult  at 
this  time  occurred  in  the  town,  which  strongly  characterised 
the  relaxed  state  of  the  government  of  the  kingdom.  Alexan- 
der Seton  of  Meldrum,  John  Leslie  of  Wardhouse,  and  William 
Leslie  of  Balquhain,  three  potent  barons  of  the  Garioch,  impa- 
tient of  revenge  for  a  supposed  injury  done  to  them,  or  to  some 
of  their  friends,  by  the  citizens,  entered  the  town  on  Sunday, 
the  1st  of  October,  1625,  under  silence  of  night,  along  witn 
their  confederates,  to  the  number  of  four  score  men,  armed 
with  spears  and  other  warlike  instruments ;  they  wreaked  their 
fury  on  the  inhabitants,  who  flew  to  arms.  A  bloody  conflict 
ensued,  and  the  invaders  were  repulsed  by  the  bravery  of  the 
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citizens,  and  driven  out  of  town  ;  but  this  was  not  accomplished 
without  considerable  slaughter  on  both  sides.  In  the  course 
of  this  fray,  eighty  of  the  inhabitants  were  either  killed  or 
wounded,  among  whom  were  several  of  the  magnates." 

During  his  possession  of  the  family  estates,  the  feuds  between 
the  Leslies  and  the  Forbeses  were  at  such  a  height,  that  many 
persons  of  name  and  consideration  were  slain  in  the  collisions 
which  frequently  occurred.  The  authorities,  with  the  Earl  of 
Angus  at  their  head,  interfered  to  restrain  these  violent  ani- 
mosities, and  arranged  a  temporary  suspension ;  but  the  feeling 
continued  unabated,  and  the  smotherea  rancour  broke  out  with 
redoubled  fury.  The  heir  of  the  family  of  Forbes,  and  the  Laird 
of  Lenturk,  waylaid  the  baron  of  Meldrum,  an  ally  of  the  Leslies, 
and  murdered  him ;  "  the  result  of  this  savaffe  outrage  being, 
that  the  nobility,  with  great  exertion,  effectea  a  reconciliation. 
The  miurderers,  however,  were  afterwards  banished  the  kingdom, 
and  died  in  want  and  misery.  After  tliis  the  feud  became 
transferred  ;  the  Leslies,  no  longer  principals,  acted  a  secondary 
part  in  the  great  strife  which  arose  between  the  Gordons  and 
the  Forbeses,  and,  as  keeping  up  a  spirit  of  former  rivalry,  they 
invariably  fought  under  the  banners  of  the  former."  John,  the 
eighth  laird,  married  Elizabeth  Leslie,  daughter  of  Patrick 
Leslie,  in  Aberdeen.  He  died  in  France,  in  1561 ;  and  his 
eldest  son  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  the  battlement  of  the  Tol- 
booth  in  Aberdeen.  William,  the  second  son,  succeeded,  and 
added  considerably  to  the  estate,  by  the  purchase  of  lands  be- 
longing to  the  Bisnop  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  Abbacy  of  Lindores. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  Lord  Forbes,  widow  of  the  Duke  of 
Athol ;  and  succeeded  in  reconciling  the  differences  which  had 
existed  between  the  Lords  of  Huntly  and  Athol.  He  also,  it  is 
said,  prevented  the  Earl  of  Huntly  from  killing  the  Earl  of 
Moray,  when  at  his  house  at  Strathbogie,  when  Queen  Mary 
was  in  her  progress  to  the  north ;  added  to  these  good  offices, 
he,  along  with  the  assistance  of  the  Laird  of  Leshe,  and  John 
Tjeslie,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Ross,  restrained  the  Lords  of  the 
Congregation,  as  they  styled  themselves,  from  destroying  the 
Cathedral  of  Old  Aberdeen.  His  eldest  son,  John,  succeeded 
him,  and  married,  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter  to  the  Laird  of 
Grant ;  and,  secondly,  Elizabeth  Hay,  daughter  to  the  Earl 
of  Errol,  from  both  of  whom  he  was  divorced.  His  third 
Lady  was  Jane  Erskine,  daughter  to  Alexander,  Master  of 
Erskine;  it  is  said  that  the  three  were  all  in  the  church  of 
Chapel  of  Garioch  at  the  same  time.  This  laird  lived  in  great 
splendour,  and  died  in  July,  1622.  His  son  John,  by  Elizaoeth 
Grant,  succeeded,  and  his  grandson,  who  became  laird  in  1638, 
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found  the  estate  very  low  from  the  extravagance  of  his  two 
predecessors,  entered  the  armv,  and  served  as  Captain  in 
General  Leslie's  troop  of  guards  till  1647.  He  subsequently 
went  to  Germany,  ana  latterly  to  Muscovy,  where  he  was  killed 
on  the  31st  August,  1655.  To  him  should  have  succeeded 
William,  son  to  the  tenth  laird,  by  his  third  wife,  but,  in  the 
low  state  of  the  family  finances,  he  agreed  to  reside  in  Holland, 
receiving  a  pension  from  his  brother  Walter,  the  first  Count 
Leslie,  and,  under  this  stipulation,  he  made  over  the  estate  to 
his  brother  Alexander,  commonly  called  the  "  Goodman  of 
Tullos."  Walter  Leslie  served  with  great  distinction  in  the 
army  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  against  the  Swedes.  He  de- 
tected the  treason  of  Count  Wallenstein,  whose  letters  he  in- 
tercepted, and  discovering  that  his  intentions  were  to  betray 
the  army  to  the  enemy,  Leslie,  with  some  Irish  and  Scots 
followers,  attacked  and  slew  him.  For  this  important  service  the 
Emperor  nominated  him  a  Count  of  the  empire,  and  a  Captain 
of  his  Guards.  His  personal  appearance  seems  to  have  been 
singularly  good.  He  was  sent  Embassador  to  the  Pope,  and  also 
to  the  Grand  Seignior.  He  afterwards  became  Governor  of  the 
frontiers  of  Slavonia,  Lord  of  Neostadt,  a  Privy  Counsellor, 
Knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  a  Marshal  of  the  Empire. 
He  died  at  Vienna  on  the  4th  March,  1667,  in  the  61st  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  James,  son  to 
Alexander  of  Tullos,  who,  having  in  early  life  joined  his  uncle 
in  Germany,  and,  after  his  uncle's  death,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Field  Marshal,  but  having  some  difterence  with  his 
superiors  he  retired  from  public  life,  and  died  in  1692.  Patrick, 
the  fourteenth  laird,  married,  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter  to 
Douglas  of  Bri^ord,  and,  second,  Mary,  daughter  to  tne  Laird 
of  Drum.  During  his  lifetime  he  redeemed  the  lands  of  Fetter- 
near,  and  of  Meikle  Wardhouse  in  the  parish  of  Insch,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  family.  George,  son  of  Patrick,  by  his  second 
marriage,  died  a  young  man,  in  1715,  having  married  Margaret, 
the  daughter  of  Lord  Elphinstone,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
James,  and  Ernest  Emanuel.  James  succeeded  his  father,  but 
died  in  France  on  his  return  from  his  travels.  Ernest  suc- 
ceeded, and  having  passed  rather  a  dissipated  life,  he  died  at 
the  early  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Chapel 
of  Holyrood. 

After  the  death  of  Ernest,  the  succession  was  contested,  as 
we  have  before  noticed;  and  after  the  death  of  Duguid  of 
Auchinhove,  came  John,  the  nineteenth  in  succession,  who 
married  Violet  Dalzell,  a  lady  by  wliom  he  had  fifteen  children. 
His  eldest  son  and  successor  married  a  German  lady,  and  his 
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eldest  daughter  married  Alexander  Fraser  of  Strichen,  and  be- 
came mother  of  the  present  Lord  Lovat.  Dying  in  1828,  his 
estates  descended  to  his  son  Ernest,  who  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  the  last  Count  Leslie,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  uncle, 
Ja3IES,  son  to  the  nineteenth  laird,  who  died  without  issue.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  the  late  colonel  Charles  ;  and  the 
present  representative  of  the  family,  is  his  son. 

v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  old  Roman  Iter,  between  the  camp  of  Old-town  in  Peter- 
culter,  and  the  camp  at  Glenmaiien  in  Auchterless,  is  said  to 
have  passed  the  fords  in  the  Don  at  Inverurie,  and  through 
Balhaggardy  and  Harlaw,  and  by  Pitscurry,  northward,  through 
the  Dumo's  in  this  parish.  A  little  to  the  south  of  the  tract, 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  Ury,  opposite  to  Pitcaple  Castle,  are 
the  remains  of  a  circular  camp  or  fort,  near  to  which  the  foun- 
dations of  a  bridge  across  the  Ury  were  found  some  years  ago, 
which  pointed  in  the  direction  of  the  hill  fort  on  Benachie,  and 
the  "  Maiden  Stone,"  to  the  ancient  causewayed  road  (14  feet 
broadj,  sometimes  called  the  "  Maiden  Causeway,"  the  remains 
of  which  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the  face  of  the  mountain.  The 
position  of  the  Pitcaple  fort  is  low,  as  the  name  indicates ;  and 
as  the  style  and  character  of  the  work  corresponds  with  the 
other  forts  which  are  found  along  this  great  via  cmwularisy 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  had  been  erected  by  the  Romans ; 
and  that  it  was  an  auxiliary  fort  to  the  more  elevated  one  on 
Benachie. 

In  1838,  an  urn  of  baked  clay  was  dug  up  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ury,  between  Pitcaple  Castle  and  the  camp,  which  contained 
cidcined  bones.  About  the  same  time,  and  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  north  of  the  Ury  camp,  a  stone  coffin  of  rude  workman- 
ship was  laid  bare,  which  also  contained  human  bones,  and  an 
um  of  baked  clay  filled  with  ashes.  The  coffin  was  composed 
of  rough  granite  slabs,  one  on  each  side,  and  one  on  each  end 
of  it,  and  covered  with  a  slab  of  the  same  material ;  it  was  four 
feet  in  length,  two  in  breadth,  and  18  inches  in  depth,  the 
cover-stone  measuring  five  feet  by  three.  The  scull  and  jaw 
bones,  together  with  the  teeth,  were  very  entire. 

In  1837,  the  tenant  of  Craigmill,  which  is  about  half-a-milo 
west  of  Logic  Elphinstone,  when  trenching  a  piece  of  ground, 
dug  up  a  stone  coffin,  in  which  ashes  only  were  found.  It  was 
surrounded  by  a  cairn  of  stones,  and  probably  may  have  marked 
the  spot  where  one  of  Donald  of  the  Isles'  chieftains  had  been 
buried  after  the  battle  of  Harlaw. 


332  ANTIQUITIES. — PARISH  OF  CHAPEL  OF  GARIOCH. 

Tlte  Maiden  Stone  stands  about  half-a-mile  west  of  the  church, 
about  midway,  and  almost  in  a  direct  line  between  tHe  fort  at 
Pitcaple,  and  the  hill  fort  on  Benachie.  It  is  10  feet  high  above 
ground,  nearly  three  feet  broad,  and  10  inches  thick ;  and  it 
IS  said  there  are  about  six  feet  of  the  stone  under  ground.*  In 
the  first  volume  of  "  The  Sculptured  Stones  of  Scotland,"  pub- 
lished by  the  Spalding  Club,  there  is  a  fac-simile  of  this  stona 

About  half-a-mile  to  the  east  of  the  church  stand  the  remains 
of  the  old  castle  of  Balouhain,  the  ancient  residence  of  the 
Leslies  of  Balquhain  and  Fettemear.  Of  tills  venerable  build- 
ing, there  only  remain  the  fragments  of  the  quadrangle  bv 
which  it  was  surrounded,  and  the  square  tower  or  keep,  which 
was  erected  in  1530,  by  Sir  William  Leslie,  seventh  baron  of 
Balquhain,  to  replace  the  more  ancient  castle,  which  was  burned 
dovm  in  the  feud  with  the  Forbeses,  in  the  year  1526. 

In  the  year  1562,  Queen  Mary,  whose  form  of  religion  was 
always  obnoxious  to  the  preacners  of  the  Protestant  cause, 
with  the  sanction  of  her  parliament,  conferred  on  her  brother, 
the  Prior  of  St  Andrews,  the  title  of  Earl  of  Mar,  and  through 
him,  as  her  principal  counsellor  and  best  friend,  sought  to  obtain 
favour  with  the  rollowers  of  John  Knox,  "  who  never  spoke  of 
her,  even  from  the  pulpit,  but  as  one  hardened  in  resistance  to 
the  voice  of  true  Christian  Instruction."  The  first  duty,  it 
seems,  the  Earl  of  Mar  undertook,  was  to  use  his  influence 
with  the  protestant  clergy  in  her  behalf ;  for  which  the  Queen 
proposed  to  confer  upon  him  the  title  of  the  Earl  of  Moray, 
with  a  large  part  of  the  estates  belonging  to  that  northern 
earldom,  wnich  had  become  vested  in  the  crown  after  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Randolph,  who  had  enjoyed  the 
title  since  the  days  of  King  Robert  Bruce.  This  advancement, 
however,  could  not  be  made  without  giving  offence  to  the  Earl 
of  Huntly,  who  had  by  this  time  possessed  himself  of  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  domains  belonging  to  the  earldom  of  Moray. 
"  This  Earl  of  Huntly  was  a  brave  man,  and  possessed  of  very 
great  influence  in  the  northern  counties,"  and  one  of  the  few 
remaining  peers  who  continued  attached  to  the  Roman  Catholic 

*  "  There  is  a  local  tradition  that  there  existed  a  fend  between  the  laird  of 
Balquhain  and  the  neighbouring  proprietor  of  HarthiU,  which  wae  carried  to 
Buch  a  height,  that  they  had  no  intercourse  with  each  otiier.  Kotwithatanding 
of  this,  it  is  reported  that  the  daughter  of  the  former  and  eon  of  the  latter 
became  attached  to  each  other.  I^n  an  appointed  day,  the  young  people 
set  off  together,  when  their  flight  bemg  immediately  communicated  to  the  laird 
of  Balquhain,  he  pursued  them  with  as  many  of  his  vassals  as  he  could  ooUeci, 
and  having  overtaken  the  fugitives  at  the  place  where  the  stone  is  erected, 
rencontre  took  place,  in  which  the  young  laoy  was  unfortunately  killed.  After- 
wards, this  stone  was  erected  to  her  memory,  and  from  hence  called  the  Maiden 
Stone."— Statistical  Account  of  Chapel  of  Garioch,  1840. 
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religion,  and,  moreover,  after  the  family  of  Hamilton,  was  the 
nearest  in  connection  with  the  royal  family  of  Guise. 

It  is  said  that,  if  the  Queen  had  declared  herself  willing  to 
reinstate  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  the  Earl  of  Huntly  nad 
oflFered  to  support  her  with  20,000  men  for  that  purpose.  Mary, 
however,  declined  that  proposal ;  the  Earl  was  therefore  con- 
sidered hostile  to  her  government,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Mar,  his 
political  enemy,  he  would  not  willingly  siurender  any  part  of 
the  domains  which  belonged  to  the  earldom  of  Moray.  The 
Earl  of  Mar  on  the  other  part,  appears  to  have  resolved  on 
breaking  the  strength  of  his  great  opponent  in  the  north,  and, 
as  the  Queen  is  also  said  to  have  been  afraid  of  Huntly's  power, 
she  undertook  a  personal  journey  to  the  north  of  Scotland  to 
enforce  obedience  to  her  commands. 

"  The  young  Queen  advanced  northward  at  the  head  of  a 
small  army,  encamping  in  the  fields,  or  accepting  such  miserable 
lodgings  as  the  houses  of  the  smaller  gentry  of  the  country 
afforded.  It  was,  however,  a  scene  which  awoke  her  natural 
courage ;  and,  marching  at  the  head  of  her  soldiery,  such  was 
her  spirit,  that  she  pubhcly  wished  she  had  been  a  man,  to  sleep 
all  meht  in  the  fielas,  and  to  walk  armed  with  a  jack  and  scull- 
cap  of  steel,  a  good  Glasgow  buckler  at  her  back,  and  a  broad- 
sword at  her  side."* 

"  Huntly  seems  to  have  been  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  his 
sovereign,  and  undecided  what  to  do.  While  he  made  offers  of 
submission,  and  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  Queen  to  visit 
his  house  as  that  of  a  dutiful  subject,  and  as  sheriff  of  Inverness, 
a  party  of  his  followers  refused  her  admission  into  the  royal 
castle,  and  attempted  to  defend  that  fortress  against  her." 

About  this  time  Sir  John  Gordon,  the  Earl  of  Huntly's  eldest 
son,  committed  some  feudal  outrage,  for  which  he  was  sentenced 
to  temporary  confinement,  but  having  escaped  from  the  im- 
prisonment to  which  the  Queen  had  sentenced  him,  he  placed 
nimself  at  the  head  of  the  vassals  of  his  house,  who  were  now 
rising  in  every  direction ;  while  his  father,  the  Earl  of  Huntlj", 
considering  tne  Queen  as  guided  entirely  by  his  enemy,  the 
Earl  of  Mar,  at  length  assumed  arms  in  person.  Huntly  as- 
sembled a  strong  force,  and  marched  towards  Aberdeen,  not  to 
attack  the  Queen's  person,  but  to  attack  her  counsellors.  But 
his  conduct  was  suspicious.  The  Earl  of  Mar,  who  had  now 
exchanged  his  title  lor  that  of  Moray,  was  an  excellent  soldier, 
and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  sovereign.  Here  he  was  in 
a  state  of  great  diflSculty.  "  The  men  on  whom  he  could  rely 
were  few,  being  only  those  whom  he  had  brought  from  the 

•  Sir  Walter  Scott^s  •*  Tales  of  a  Gran(Uather." 
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midland  counties.'*  He  had  summoned  the  aid  of  the  northern 
harons,  who  came  with  but  doubtful  intentions,  and  full  of  awt* 
for  the  great  house  of  Gordon ;  and,  probably  with  the  privat*^ 
resolution  of  being  guided  by  circunLstances.  Murray  drew  uji 
his  battalion  of  resolute  men  on  the  northern  heights  of  Far*^. 
above  the  "  Howe  of  Corrichie,"  but  did  not  allow  them  to  mix 
with  his  doubtful  supporters,  "and  the  event  showed  the 
wisdom  of  his  precaution."  The  particulars  of  the  battle  of 
Corrichie  fall  to  be  given  in  our  account  of  the  parish  of  Ik?ht 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  battle  of  Corrichie,  which  wtis 
fought  on  2<Sth  of  October,  15(52,  Queen  Mar}'  spent  a  day  in 
the  old  castle  of  Iklquhain,*  in  her  journey  northward ;  an<l 
the  castle  is  said  to  have  been  burnt  to  the  ground  by  the  Duke 
of  (Cumberland  in  the  year  1746.  The  walls  of  the  tower,  whioli 
are  still  standing,  are  about  six  feet  thick,  and  the  lime  or 
cement  with  which  it  has  been  built  is  almost  as  hard  as  the 
stone.  From  the  old  tower  of  Balquhain,  there  is  one  of  the 
finest  echoes  in  Scotland. 

A  short  distance  to  the  east  of  the  castle,  there  is  a  Druidical 
circle,  which  is  very  entire  ;  and  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of  it, 
tliere  were  dug  up  on  the  Gallow-hill,  three  human  sculls,  which, 
from  the  name  of  the  place,  were  supposed  to  have  belonged  to 
criminals  who  had  been  executed  in  feudal  times. 

The  Castle  of  Pitcaple  formerly  belonged  to  a  branch  of  the 
Ijcslies  of  Balquhain,  as  we  find  that  after  the  deatb  of  Ernest 
Leslie  (1737),  the  Bahmhain  lands  were  claimed  by  Sir  James 
Leslie  of  Pitcaple.f  Part  of  the  castle  is  an  ancient  building, 
and  connected  with  it  there  are  various  historical  traditions 
in  addition  to  those  we  have  previously  noticed. 

*  Contemporary  histoiy  says,  that  Queen  Mary  spent  a  night  in  the  castle  of 
Pitcaple,  and  before  leaving  planted  a  thorn  tree  on  the  lawn,  which  is  still  there. 
Pitcaple  is  within  two  miles  of  Balquhain,  and,  at  the  period  of  the  Queen*s  visit, 
both  castles  belonged  to  members  of  the  same  family  ;  therefore  such  a  mistake 
is  likely  to  have  occurred. 

**-  **  About  the  year  1737,  Ernest  Lesl^  of  Balquhain  died  without  issue, 
and  on  his  death,  the  succession  was  claimed  by  Count  Lesly,  a  German  re- 
presentative of  a  distant  collateral  branch  of  the  family.  It  was  also  claimed  by 
.Sir  James  Lesly  of  Pitcaple,  an  officer  in  the  French  service,  whose  mother  was 
aunt  to  the  last  proprietor.  8ir  James's  council  were  so  sure  of  his  succeeding, 
that  they  thought  it  unnecessary  to  plead  in  bar  to  the  Count's  claim,  that  be 
was  an  alien,  bom  out  of  His  Majesty's  dominions.  The  court  of  session  found 
for  Sir  James,  but  in  an  appeal  to  the  house  of  Peers,  the  Count  prevailed.  He 
kept  possession  of  the  estate  for  eleven  years.  Some  time  before  the  lapse  of 
that  period,  another  heir  put  in  his  claim,  who  stood  in  the  same  decree  of  rela- 
tion to  Ernest  Lesly,  witn  Sir  James,  then  dead.  His  council,  wiser,  by  the 
experience  of  the  former  claimant,  chiefly  pleaded  the  Count's  being  an  alien, 
and  therefore  incapable  of  succession.  The  house  of  Peers  outed  the  Count,  and 
put  Mr.  Lesly  Grant  in  possession  of  the  estate ;  upon  whose  death,  without 
issue,  Mr.  Duguid  of  Auchinhove,  who  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  Ernest 
Lesly,  succee<led."-  Francis  Douglas'  Letters,  1782,  p.  232, 
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The  success  of  Montrose  at  the  battle  of  Alford  in  1645,  and 
his  overthrow  at  PhiUphaugh,  near  Selkirk,  by  General  David 
Leslie,  in  September  of  the  same  year,  we  have  noticed  in  our 
account  of  Alford.  After  PhiUphaugh,  Montrose  betook  himself 
to  the  Highlands,  where  he  once  more  assembled  a  small  army 
of  mountaineers.  General  Middleton  appeared  against  him  to 
recover  the  same  power  which  the  victorv  of  General  Leslie  had 
established  in  the  lowlands.  Montrose  being  thus  engaged  in 
obscure  mountain  warfare,  King  Charles  I.,  having  at  tnis  time 
surrendered  himself  to  the  Scottish  auxiliaries,  m  despair  of 
ultimate  success,  and  being  anxious  for  the  safety  of  his  adven- 
turous general,sent  word  to  him  to  dissolve  his  army,and  provide 
for  .his  personal  security  by  leaving  the  country.  Montrose 
yielded  obedience,  and  embarked  on  the  3rd  September,  1646, 
m  a  brig  bound  for  Bergen,  in  Norway,  with  his  biographer. 
Dr.  George  Wishart,  and  a  few  adherents,  who  were  too  ob- 
noxious to  the  Covenanters  to  permit  of  their  remaining  in 
Scotland. 

On  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  the  Scottish  Parliament  proclaimed 
Charles  XL  their  lawful  sovereign,  on  condition  "  that  he  should 

five  security  for  the  religion,  unity,  and  peace  of  the  kingdoms;*' 
ut  the  Marquis  of  Montrose,  and  other  Scottish  nobles  advised 
him  to  reject  the  proposal  of  the  Presbyterians,  and  offered 
their  swords  and  their  lives  to  place  him  on  the  throne  by  force 
of  arms.  Charles,  who  never  had  any  deep  sense  of  inteorrity, 
"  was  willing  to  treat  with  both  parties  at  one  and  the  same  time," 
and  granted  a  commission  to  Montrose  to  attempt  a  descent 
on  Scotland,  taking  chance  of  what  might  come  out  of  such  an 
enterprise,  while  he,  the  King,  kept  up  negotiations  with  the 
Presbyterian  Commissioners  m  case  of  Montrose's  failure. 

In  this  rash  act,  Montrose  was  backed  and  supplied  with  arms 
and  treasure  by  some  of  the  northern  courts  of  Europe.  He 
embarked  at  Hamburg  with  about  600  German  mercenaries, 
and  a  few  royalists,  chiefly  Scottish  refugees,  and  landed  in 
Orkney,  in  March,  1650.  After  forcing  to  arms  a  few  hundred 
Orcadian  fishermen,  he  next  disembarked  on  the  mainland ;  but 
the  natives  fled  from  him,  remembering  the  former  excesses  of 
his  army.  At  the  pass  of  Invercharron  on  the  confines  of  Ross- 
shire,  Montrose's  forces  were  met  by  General  Leslie's  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Strachan,  and  at  Craigchoini- 
chan,  in  the  parish  of  Kincardine,  the  gallant  Marquis  fought 
his  last  battle,  rfnd  was  totally  defeated.*    Montrose  swam  the 

•  *•  Two  hundred  men  were  killed,  and  twelve  hundred  were  taken  prisoners  ; 
the  Ear]  of  Sutherland's  people  came  not  to  tight  but  to  the  execution,  they 
killed  and  took  prisoners  all  that  fled.     Tlie  standard  was  also  taken,  which 
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river  Kyle,  and  lay  for  some  time  concealed  in  the  mountains 
of  Ross-shire ;  but  being  exhausted  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  he 
threw  himself  on  the  honour  of  Macleod  of  Assynt.  Macleod, 
it  is  said,  meanly  betrayed  him  for  a  reward  of  400  bolls  of 
meal,  "  for  which  this  wretched  chief  delivered  his  old  com- 
mander into  the  hands  of  (Jeneral  Lesley,  who  sent  him 
prisoner  to  Inverness." 

From  Inverness,  Montrose  was  dragged  in  a  sort  of  triumph 
from  town  to  town,  in  the  mean  garb  m  which  he  was  disguised 
for  flight,  and  seated  on  a  Highland  pony,  with  his  feet  tied 
underneath  with  straw  ropes.  Before  him  rode  a  herald,  ex- 
claiming, "Here  comes  James  Graham,  a  traitor  to  his  country." 
In  this  state  he  arrived  at  Ktcaple  Castle,  where  he  rested  for  a 
night  "  The  Laird  of  Pitcaple's  wife,  who  was  cousin  to  Mon- 
trose, humanely  offered  her  assistance  towards  facilitating  his 
escape.  She  showed  him  a  hole  in  the  wall,  resembling  a 
chimney  vent,  communicating  betwixt  the  room  where  he  was 
detained,  and  a  subterranean  passage ;  and  she  advised  him  to 
creep  down  through  it  But,  on  examining  the  place,  he  said, 
*  Rather  than  go  down  to  be  smothered  in  that  hole,  I  will  take 
chance  at  Edinburgh,*  The  room  in  which  he  was  confined  is 
called  Montro8e*8  room  till  this  day." 

Montrose,  as  previously  stated,  landed  in  Orkney  in  March, 
and,  before  he  reached  Edinburgh,  sentence  of  death  was  pro- 
nounced on  him,  as  a  traitor,  under  an  act  of  attainder,  passed 
while  he  was  plundering  Argyle  in  1644 ;  and,  according  to 
special  orders  of  Parliament,  ne  was  met  at  the  gates  by  the 
magistrates,  attended  by  the  common  hangman,  who  was  clad 
for  the  time  in  his  own  livery.  "  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
next  day,  he  was  awakened  by  the  drums  and  the  trumpets 
calling  out  the  guards,  by  orders  of  Parliament,  to  attend  on 
his  execution.  '  Alas  !  *  he  said, '  I  have  gfiven  these  good  folks 
much  trouble  while  alive,  and  do  I  contmue  to  be  a  terror  to 
them  on  the  day  I  die ! '  "*     21st  May,  1650. 

"  Other  noble  Scottish  blood  was  spilt  at  the  same  time,  both 
at  home  and  in  England.  The  Marquis  of  Himtly,  who  had 
always  acted  for  the  king,  thoug^h  he  had  injured  hLs  affairs  by 
his  hesitation  to  co-operate  with  Montrose,  was  beheaded  at 
Edinburgh,  and  Urry,f  who  had  been  sometimes  the  enemy, 

Montrose  had  caused  to  be  made  of  purpose  to  move  the  affections  of  the  people, 
with  the  portrait  of  the  late  kins  beheaded,  and  this  motto,  Judge  and  revemjr 
my  cause,  O  Lord  ! — the  standara-bearer  was  killed.  Among  the  prisoners  were 
Colonel  Ury,  Lord  Frendraught,  Sir  Francis  Hay  of  Delgaty,"  Ac. — Wishart, 
p.  376. 

*  Sir  Walter  Scott's  '*  Tales  of  a  Grandfather." 

t  "  A  man,"  says  VVishart,  **  who  had  engaged  in  all  quarrels,  but  never 
prospered  in  any."    p.  371. 
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sometimes  the  follower  of  Montrose,  was  executed  with  others 
of  the  Marquis*  principal  followers." 

In  the  same  year  (1650),  Kins  Charles  II.  having  sailed 
from  Holland,  landed  at  Garmoutn,  or  Kingston  on  the  Spey, 
and  rested  at  the  Bog  of  Gight,  now  Gordon  Castle.  On  his 
way  southward  he  dined  with  Leslie  of  Pitcaple,  and  the  royal 
party  danced  under  the  thorn  tree  which  adorns  the  lawn. 

"  When  Charles  took  his  departure  from  Pitcaple,  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  was  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Argyle  on  nis  left.  It  will  readily  be  believed  that  so  interest- 
inof  a  spectacle  would  attract  a  great  number  of  people  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Among  the  multitude,  and  perched  on  the 
top  of  a  dike,  was  the  'Good wife'  of  Glack,  who,  nothing 
daunted  bv  the  presence  of  Argyle,  exclaimed  with  a  shrill 
voice, '  God  bless  your  Majesty,  ana  send  you  to  your  ain ;  but 
they  are  on  your  left  hand  that  helped  to  tak'  aff  your  father's 
head,  and  if  you  tak  na  care,  they  will  hae  aflF  yours  next." 

"  There  is  also  another  tradition,  that,  upon  a  certain  occasion, 
when  there  was  a  garrison  of  Covenanters  in  the  castle  of  Pit- 
caple, they  expected  a  party  of  friends  to  celebrate  a  marriage 
on  the  lavm.  The  opposite  party  having  become  aware  of  this 
circumstance,  very  ingeniously  availed  themselves  of  this  in- 
formation, by  decking  themselves  out  as  people  attending  a 
wedding ;  and  having  brought  with  them  a  piper,  they  com- 
menced dancing  upon  the  ^een.  The  garrison  speedily  went 
out  to  join  them,  when  their  enemies  dancing  around  to  inter- 
cept them,  pulled  up  the  draw-bridge,  and  thus  obtained 
possession  otthe  castle  without  violence  or  bloodshed." 

"  In  the  house  of  Fetternear,  there  is  a  well-known  relic  of 
the  Leslie  family,  called  'John  of  Blairbowie's  chair.'  This 
massy  and  gigantic  chair  excites  the  admiration  and  wonder 
of  the  degenerate  men  of  modem  times,  on  account  of  its  tre- 
mendous strength  and  dimensions.  It  is  of  such  weight  that 
the  strongest  man  could  scarcely  lift  it  from  the  ground ;  and 
derives  its  name  from  one  of  tne  family  of  Balquhain,  noted 
for  his  girantic  stature,  and  famous  in  northern  song  and 
legend  for  nis  many  daring  exploits  and  adventures."* 

*  StatiBtical  Aoooont  of  Chapel  of  Garioch,  1840,  p.  682. 
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PARISH  OF  CLATT. 


Presbytery  of  Alford — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etipnology. 
The  name  originally  written  Clet,  or  Clett,  is  from  the  Gfaelic 
word  Cleithe,  pronounced  Cleit,  which  sijjnifies  concealed,  and 
is  very  descriptive  of  the  low  lying  position  of  the  church  and 
village  of  Clutt 

Boundaries, 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  bv  the  parish  of  Kennethmont ; 
on  the  east  by  the  parish  of  Leslie  ;  on  the  south  by  the  parish 
of  Tullynessle  ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  {jarishes  of  Auchindoir 
and  Rhvnie. 

Extent 

Its  greatest  length  in  a  direct  line  from  east  to  west,  along 
the  wat(T  of  (iadie,  is  4i  miles  ;  and  from  the  south  boundary 
on  the  top  of  Correen,  to  the  lowermost  point  on  the  Bogie,  at 
(/raighall,  it  is  4  miles.  The  whole  area  is  estimated  to  be 
about  8,320  acres. 

Tojyography. 

The  whole  parish  of  Clatt  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  Suie 
and  Correen  hills,  which  fonn  part  of  the  mountain  range  which 
runs  from  Benachie  to  Lord  Arthur's  Cairn,  in  the  top  of  the 
Vale  of  Alford.  Tlie  rid^e  of  these  hills  form  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  parish  with  Tullynessle.  The  highest  point  on 
the  Suie-hill  is  13G2  feet  above  sea  level  ;  the  summit  of  the 
Suie-hill  road  (from  Bridge  of  Alford  to  Kennethmont),  is  12bt 
feet,  and  the  top  of  the  Correen  ridge  is  1568  feet,  which  is  the 
highest  point  oi  land  in  the  parish.  The  lowest  point  on  the 
Gadie  W  ater,  on  the  eastern  boundary  with  the  parish  of  Leslie, 
is  about  550  feet ;  the  Tower-lodge  of  Knockespock  is  665  feet ; 
the  church  of  Clatt  is  730  feet  ;*  the  Bridge  of  Keam,  on  the 
western  boundary  with  Auchindoir  parish,  is  642  feet ;  and  the 
lowest  point  in  the  parish,  on  the  Bogie  Water,  is  about  545 
feet  above  sea  level. 

The  northern  slopes  of  the  Suie  and  Correen  hills  extend  into 
and  form  the  low  rounded  hill  on  which  the  house  of  Knocke- 
spock stands,  with  its  surrounding  plantations,  having  the 
higher  Wliite-hill  of  Tillyangus  on  the  west.     The  division  of 

*  This  height  may  be  said  to  be  the  summit  level,  or  water-shed,  between  the 
Gadie  Water,  and  the  Bogie. 
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the  parish,  north  of  that  branch  of  the  Gadie  which  flows  by 
the  church,  is  intersected  by  a  low  rid^e,  which  commences  at 
the  burn  of  Kearn,  and  runs  eastward  by  PercyHeu,  the  Auch- 
lynes,  and  by  New  Leslie,  also  on  the  north  siae  of  the  Gadie ; 
otherwise,  the  surface  of  the  parish  varys  little  from  a  slightly 
undulating  plain,  only  relieved  by  farm  houses,  and  some  olci 
ash  and  jJane  trees  around  the  church. 

Geology  and  Soils, 

Beds  of  granite,  whinstone,  and  clay-slate  form  the  minera- 
logical  features  of  the  northern  division  of  the  parish  The 
granite  and  greenstone  beds,  where  they  have  been  worked,  lie 
in  alternate  masses,  and  in  blocks  on  the  surface,  while  much 
of  the  granite,  which  is  of  a  yellowish-grey  colour,  and  also  the 
clay-slate,  is  found  in  a  decomposed  state.  On  the  Craig-hill, 
near  to  the  house  of  Knockespock,  the  serpentine  vein  which 
runs  from  Prenmay  to  Towanreef  in  Auchindoir,  appears  in 
close  connection  with  the  Correen  slate.  It  also  appears  in  de- 
tached fragments  on  the  hills  south-west  of  Tillyangus,  and 
forms  the  contiguous  strata  to  the  great  mass  of  hornblende 
slate  which  lies  to  the  south  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  vein 
is  visible,  therefore,  we  are  only  able  to  say  that  its  character 
seems  to  vary  from  splintery  to  that  approaching  a  more  con- 
choidal  form.  It  may  be  generally  described  as  massive,  and, 
in  colour,  blackish-green,  brownish-red,  greyish-white ;  and 
only  faintly  translucent  on  its  thinnest  edges ;  but,  as  it  has 
been  very  imperfectly  developed,  we  can  oniy  say  so  far  that  it 
appears  to  be  an  object  of  little  value,  even  to  the  mere  collector 
of  mineral  specimens,  and  its  contexture  is  too  fragmentary 
to  admit  of  being  polished. 

Deposits, — On  the  lower  ground  in  the  north-eastern  and 
west  divisions  of  the  parish,  considerable  deposits  of  peat  moss 
at  one  time  existed,  embedding  the  trunks  of  large  oak  trees, 
and  the  remains  of  firs,  alders,  &c. ;  but  much  of  the  space  so 
occupied  has  given  place  to  cultivation.  To  the  north-west  of 
the  church,  and  on  tlie  ridge  of  Percylieu,  **  stones  in  a  vitrified 
state  are  found,  thickly  sciittered  over  a  space  of  about  six 
acres."  These  stones  bear  evident  marks  of  being  at  one  time 
in  a  state  of  fusion,  although  no  evidence  exists  of  any  mass  of 
vitrified  matter  being  upon,  or  near  to  the  spot  where  they 
are  found,  neither  is  there  any  appearance  of  a  crater  which 
might  connect  these  vitrifications  with  volcanic  remains.*  Some 

*  The  writer  has  here  to  state  that,  while  residing  in  the  house  of  Knocke- 
spock, in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  1839,  he,  along  with  others,  felt 
two  distinct  shocks  of  earthquake.  The  first  one  was  early  in  the  momiiig  of 
the  17th,  and  the  second  late  in  the  evening  of  the  2Srd  of  the  month.  Simul- 
taneous shocks  were  also  felt  at  Comrie,  in  Perthshire,  and  in  Strathdou,  and 
at  (ilendronach,  in  Forgue. 
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of  the  stones,  which  are  small,  when  broken,  disclose  small 
cavities,  filled  with  a  white  pulverised  powder,  which  has  a 
slight  sulphureous  smell.  This  vitrified  field,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  lies  about  four  miles  due  south-east  of  the  vitrified  fort 
on  the  Tap  O'Noth,  and  about  the  same  distance  nearly  due 
east  of  the  vitrifications  on  the  hill  of  Knockalliocme  in 
Auchindoir. 

Soils. — ^The  alluvial  soil  on  the  lower  ground  consists  of  deep 
black  and  yellowish  loam,  overlying  b^  of  clay,  gravel,  and 
slaty  rock.  That  on  the  more  elevated  ground  consists  of 
yellowish-soil,  on  rough  gravel,  with  occasional  beds  of  blue 
clay  of  an  inferior  quality,  while  towards  the  lower  hill  tops, 
the  soil  is  of  a  light  sandy  nature^  largely  mixed  with  small 
stones  and  decomposed  slata 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

The  ^neral  aspect  of  the  parish  is  bare,  and  but  slightly  di- 
versified by  a  group  of  old  asn  and  plane  trees  surrounding  the 
church  and  hamlet  of  Clatt,  with  small  clumps  of  trees  and 
thorn  hedges  on  Bankhead  and  Percylieu,  and  some  old  plane 
and  ash  trees  at  farm  steads.  The  principal  plantations  are 
those  of  Knockespock,  which  cover  between  two  and  three 
hundred  acres  of  ground,  all  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
mansion  house.  The  trees  on  the  lower  planted  ground 
consist  of  Scots  firs,  partially  mixed  with  larch,  hardwood,  and 
spruce,  some  of  which  have  attained  to  considerable  size 
The  Scots  firs,  and  more  especially  the  larch  trees  on  the  higher 
northern  slopes  of  the  Suie,  and  where  directly  exposed  to  the 
northern  blasts,  are  only  stunted  bushes.  In  the  lower  groimds, 
east  of  the  mansion,  several  belts  of  young  trees  of  various  kinds 
have  a  promising  appearance,  and,  along  with  old  and  young 
beech  hedge-rows,  only  show,  that,  if  suflScient  shelter  were 
reared  by  such  means',  much  could  be  done  to  improve  the 
climate  and  agricultural  crops  in  the  bare  "  howe  of  Clatt." 

Botany. — ^Ajnong  the  rarer  plants  in  the  parish,  the  following 
list  will  show  that,  m  this  branch  of  natural  history,  the  district 
is  not  altogether  devoid  of  interest : — 

Arenaria  vemo— Vernal  Sand-wort.     Bromua  «fea/mii«--Smooth  Rye  Brome 

Grass. 
Botrychium  lunaria — Common  Moon-wort     Carduw  nufaiM— Musk  Thistle. 
Cercutium  arvewe — Field   Ghickweed.      Cenutinum  vkogum — Narrow-leaved 

Ghickweed. 
DroBera  rolundifoUa — Round-leaved  Snndew.    Drotera  2on^/o/ia— Long-leaved 

Sundew. 
EpUobium  Alpmwm — ^Alpine  Willow-herb.    BipUobtum  a«j^(/'o/M*w— Rose-bay 

WiUow-herb. 
Ooodyera  reperM—Creeping  Gkiodyera.     fftibenaria  vtric^ts— Green  Habenaria. 
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JTabenaria  b^olia — Butterfly  HAbenariSb    lAstera  cordtUa — Heart-leayed  Tway- 

blade. 
Lycopsis  arvenHg — Small  Bugloss.     Mvosotia  pcUustria — ^Forget-me-not. 
I*lantago  major — Greater  Plantain.    Plantctgo  maritima — Seaside  Plantain. 

Hydrography. 
The  princijMd  stream  which  flows  from  the  Auchmenzies, 
through  the  village  of  Clatt,  and  after  its  union  with  the  bum 
of  Knockespock,  and  other  small  streams,  forms  the  Oadie 
Water,  which  drains  the  greater  portion,  and  southern  parts  of 
the  parish.  The  bum  of  Keam,  and  the  Bogie  Water,  form  the 
western  boundary,  and,  with  their  small  tributaries,  drain  a 
portion  of  the  west  and  north-west  divisions.  Over  the  whole 
<listrict  there  are  numerous  perennial  springs  of  pure  water, 
which  issue  from  the  rocky  strata  of  the  hills,  and  lower  grounds. 
Near  the  top  of  Correen,  there  is  a  strong  chalybeate  spring,* 
wliich  issues  from  a  mass  of  rock  highly  impregnated  witn  iron ; 
and,  in  several  other  places  throughout  tne  parish,  there  are 
many  chalybeate,  and  some  sulphureous  springs,  the  latter 
having  strong  diuretic  qualities.  On  the  north-west  face  of  the 
White-hill  of  Tillyangus,  there  is  a  well  with  a  rather  copious 
flow  of  water,  which  marks  the  place  where,  and  in  the  feudal 
rencontre  between  the  rival  clans  of  Forbes  and  Gordon,  in 
1572,  "  Black  Arthur  of  Forbes  was  slaia" 

Farms  and  Farmimg. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 

No.  tX  and  above     Na  al  and  above     Na  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £60  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  leot.       and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

12  •  15  10  II  9 

And  four  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Clatt,  year  1872-73,  £3,737  18  2 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  and  Woodlands,       .  Ill  14  0 

Do.        Manse,  Glebe,  and  Schoolmaster's  House,  40    0  0 

Do.        Mill  of  Clatt,  and  Poor's  House,      ....  12    0  0 


Total  value, £3,901  12    2 

Land  ovmera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

*  The  water  has  been  analyzed,  and  found  to  contain  neazly  the  same  in- 
gredients as  the  once  celebrated  mineral  waters  of  Peterhead.  An  analysis  of 
the  Peterhead  water  is  given  by  Dr.  Laing,  and  the  result  of  his  experiments 
was — "  In  121bs.,  avoirdmniii  weight  of  water,  there  are  found  3^  grains  Aerated 
iron  ;  30f  grains  Muriatea  iron ;  7  grains  Muriated  lime  ;  2  grains  oilicious  earth ; 
2  grains  Gypsum  ;  13^  grains  Glauber's  salts  ;  7^  grains  Common  salts  ;  and 
83^  cubic  mches  of  Fixed  air." — Old  Statistical  Account. 
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Sir  Henry  Percy  Gordon,  Bart,  of  Knockespock. 
Colonel  Alexander  Sebastiftn  Leith  Hay  of  iieith-hall. 

The  other  proprietors,  mider  £100  of  yearly  valne,  are  three  in  number. 

Note.— Robert  Grant,  Esq.  of  Dmminnor,  is  proprietor  of  a  BmaU  portion  of 
land  in  the  pariah  which  haa  not  been  entered  in  the  Valuation  RoU  of  the  County. 

Farming. — Leases  are  usually  granted  for  19  years,  and  the 
rotation  of  cropping  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  shift-course.  Exten- 
sive improvements  in  reclaiming  land,  drainage,  and  building 
houses,  and  dykes,  have  been  effected  within  the  past  40  years, 
especially  in  draining  the  lower  lying  lands,  and  in  building 
conmiodious  houses  and  dykes,  the  expense  of  which  has  been, 
in  general,  defrayed  by  the  tenants,  who  are  entitled  to  remu- 
neration only  for  houses,  and  a  certain  kind  of  enclosures,  at  the 
expiry  of  their  leases.  Oats  form  the  chief  cereal  crop,  and  here, 
in  some  favourable  seasons,  the  qualitv  and  weight  of  the  grain 
is  not  exceeded  in  more  favoured  localities  of  the  County. 
Barley,  in  general,  does  not  prove  a  profitable  crop,  but  bear 
succeeds  equally  well  with  oats.  Turnips  are  successfully  cul- 
tivated, and  the  crop  is  usually  equal  to  that  in  the  adjoining 
districts. 

Mansion  Houses. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Knockespock,although  an  old  building, 
is  very  commodious,  standing  amidst  well-grown  plantations, 
and  on  ground  which  slopes  gently  to  the  east 

The  Manse  of  Clatt  is  partly  an  old  and  partly  a  new  build- 
ing, and  is  considered  to  oe  a  suitable  residence.  The  Church, 
altnough  partly  old,  is  also  considered  to  be  suitable.  It  is 
seated  for  350,  which  is  more  than  half  the  population  of  the 
parish.  Attached  to  the  Manse  there  is  a  Glebe  of  six  acres  of 
excellent  land. 

Roads, 

The  parish  is  intersected  by  the  old  south  and  north  road, 
across  the  Suie-hill,  from  Bridge  of  Aliord  to  Huntly ;  and 
from  east  to  west,  by  the  CJadie  side  road,  from  Aberdeen  to 
Rhynie  and  Cabrach.  These  roads,  which  were  at  one  time  of 
much  importance  to  the  country,  are  now  only  used  for  local 
purposes.  The  Suie-hill  road  is  steep,  and,  in  some  parts,  it  is 
haraly  tit  for  wheeled  conveyances.  By  this  road,  the  church 
of  Clatt  is  distant  from  Bridge  of  Alford  6J  miles,  and  from  the 
Kennethmont  Station,  on  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway, 
it  is  3J  miles.  The  Kennethmont  Station  is  32f  miles  from 
Aberdeen,  and  8  miles  from  Huntly. 

Ma7*kets. 
Tlic  weekly  markets  disappeared,  or  were  discontinued  about 
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the  year  1784 ;  and  the  two  annual  fairs,  which  were  held  in 
May  and  November,  have  also  been  discontinued. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CLATT,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14TH  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments,        ....      £164    5    0^ 
Do.     from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,        5  19     I 

^no  4   Ij 

Expenditure. 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  £159  15    3 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 3    5    6 

Medical  Relief, 7    3    6^ 

Management, 18  12  11^ 

Expended  on  Buildings,  not  being  authorised,    .  0    3  10 

Total  Expenditure,  .      £189     11^ 

Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income,        ....        £18  16  11^ 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


1 
Population 

Believed  during  the  year. 

Died  or  oeaaed  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

t       ^ 

1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regris- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

1 

j        611 

4 

11 

15 

.15 

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  *9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  three 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

By  letters  of  gift  and  donation  from  Kin^  James  IV.  of  Scot- 
land, dated  16  th  Jime,  1501,  the  town  and  village  of  Clatt  was 
"  erected  into  a  free  burgh  of  Barony,  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  thereof ;  with  power  to  the  proprietor  at  that  time, 
and  in  all  time  thereafter,  to  constitute  and  appoint  bailies, 
and  other  officers,  necessary  for  guiding,  governing,  and  ruling 
said  burgh :  And  to  have,  hold,  and  keep  therein  a  cross  and 
market,  upon  Tuesday  every  week ;  and  public  fares  and  mar- 
kets, every  year,  for  the  space  of  eight  days  ;  with  the  liberties, 
profits,  duties,  and  commodities  thereof,  m  terms  of  the  afore- 
said grant  and  donation :   Ui)on  which  letters  of  publication 
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have  been  issued  by  warrant  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and 
Session  in  Scjotland."  In  virtue  of  this  royal  grant,  letters  of 
publication  have  been  issued  at  different  times  by  the  heritable 
proprietors  of  the  said  burgh  of  barony,  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  burgh,  "  and  to  revive  ana  improve  the  markets." 

There  is  now  no  record  of  the  success  of  the  weekly  markets, 
or  of  the  annual  fairs,  and  even  the  markets  which  were  latterly 
held  in  May  and  November,  have  been  discontinued  The  only 
evidence  ot  the  baron's  power  in  the  maintenance  of  his  juris- 
diction that  now  exists,  is  the  site  of  the  gallows,  which  stood 
on  a  knoll  a  little  to  the  south-west  of  the  Hardgate,  which  is 
known  still  as  the  "  Gallows  KnolL" 

The  Battle  of  TUlyangus, — In  the  year  1571,  a  feudal  recontre 
took  place  between  the  rival  clans  of  Forbes  and  Gordon.  Adam 
Gordon  of  Auchindoun,  acting  as  deputy  for  his  brother,  the 
Earl  of  Huntly,  led  the  Gordons  to  revenge  an  insult  offered 
by  the  Master  of  Forbes,  in  repudiating  his  wife,  a  daughter 
of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  and  attacked  the  Forbeses  in  their  en- 
trenchments, on  the  White-hiU  of  Tillyangus,  in  the  south-west 
comer  of  the  parish,  and,  after  a  sanguinary  contest,  the  Gor- 
dons carried  tne  encampment  of  the  Forbeses,  slew  Arthur,  a 
son  of  Lord  Forbes,  commonly  called  "Black  Arthur,"  and 
continued  the  pursuit  to  the  gates  of  Castle  Forbes  (now 
Druminnor),  the  seat  of  Lord  Forbes.  The  remains  of  the 
entrenchments  on  the  hill  of  Tillyangus  are  still  visible,  and 
numerous  cairns  around  it  are  said  to  mark  the  graves  of  those 
who  fell  in  this  feudal  conflict.  A  well,  on  the  west  slope  of  the 
hill,  is  said  to  mark  the  place  where  "  Black  Arthur  "  of  Forbes 
was  slain. 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  centrically  situated  in  the  village  or 
hamlet  of  Clatt,  and  is  surrounded  by  the  graveyard,  and  some 
fine  old  ash  trees.  "  The  fabric  of  tne  church  is  said  to  be  co- 
existent with  Roman  Catholic  worship,  and  several  Popish 
relics  have  been  discovered  in  the  progress  of  repairing  the 
church."* 

«  «  When  the  seats  were  removed  at  the  last  reparation,  there  appeared,  on 
the  back  wall,  and  at  the  end,  a  neat  tablet  of  freestone,  about  3  teet  square, 
with  side  columns  and  a  cornice.  In  the  middle,  in  profile,  are  effigies  of  our 
Saviour  on  the  cross  ;  with  the  initials  of  the  Scripture  inscription  on  the  top. 
This  piece  was  ornamented  with  painting,  in  colours  of  vermulion,  azure,  and 
gold  leaf,  very  bright  and  fresh,  it  was  placed  about  5  feet  high  above  the  area, 
and  probably  stood  above  the  place  where  the  altar  was  placed.  Within  the 
opposite  comer,  at  the  front  wall,  was  an  apartment,  or  closet,  of  a  cubical 
form,  which  seems  to  be  the  sacristy  where  the  host,  money  and  books  were 
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The  church  was  almost  rebuilt  in  1799,  but  the  old  clumsy- 
seats  then  disfigured  the  look  of  it.  In  1828,  it  was  substan- 
tially repaired,  and  re-seated,  and  has  accommodation  for  290 
persons,  besides  52  additional  sittings  in  a  gallery  which  was 
erected  by  the  Kirk  Session  for  poor  people.  The  Manse  was 
repaired,  and  additions  made  to  it  in  1828,  with  new  offices, 
and  enclosing  walls  for  the  grave-yard.  The  teinds  are  ex- 
hausted, and  the  stipend  is  the  legal  minimum — £150,  with 
allowance  for  communion  elements.  The  Manse  and  domestic 
offices  are  valued  at  £20  a  year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at 
£10. 

The  schoolmaster's  house  is  a  commodious  building,  with  an 
excellent  School-room,  which  were  erected  in  1842. 

School  Board — ^There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
Robert  M*Kerron  is  chairman,  John  Minto,  clerk,  treasurer, 
and  officer.  School  Rate,  6d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism 
taught.    There  is  only  one  School  in  the  parish,  and  60  scholars. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

Among  the  more  ancient  remains  of  antiquitj^,  is  that  of  the  re- 
mains of  a  Druidical  circle  in  the  northern  division  of  the  parish, 
originally  about  25  yards  in  diameter.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  circle  stands,  longitudinally,  the  altar  stone,  which  is  of 
primitive  trap,  measuring  10  feet  in  length,  nine  feet  in  breadth, 
and  about  four  feet  in  thickness,  and,  according  to  the  usual 
calculation,  would  weigh  about  22  tons.  Forming  the  circle 
there  were  seven  upright  stones  placed  at  equal  distances,  be- 
sides the  two  upright  stones,  which  were  caned  "  the  horns  of 
the  altar,"  from  their  position  at  each  end  of  the  altar  stone. 
The  space  within  the  circle  was  roughly  paved  with  stones. 
*'  Within  the  precincts  of  this  circle,  no  relics  of  antiquity  have 
been  discovered ;  but,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  different  directions,  several  tumuli  have  been  opened 
up,"  in  which  were  found  ornamented  earthen  jars,  full  of 
calcined  bones. 

In  1838,  during  the  progress  of  improving  an  adjoimng  moor, 
upwards  of  20  of  these  tumuli  were  found.  To  each  of  the 
tumuli  had  been  allotted  a  circular  space  of  about  six  yards  in 
diameter.     Around  the  circle,  there  was  found  a  continued 

kept.  AIbo,  within  the  inner  sconcing  of  the  east  door,  another  such  closet,  but 
BiDflJler,  there  was  a  vessel  for  holding  water,  for  sprinkling  the  people  as  they 
'  entered  to  worship.  At  takine  down  the  old  walls,  the  zeal  of  the  workmen 
broke  and  defaced  the  tablet,  before  it  could  be  rescued  from  their  hands." — 
Stotistical  Account  of  ClaU,  1793. 
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series  of  upright  stones,  which  distinctly  delineated  the  spot, 
and  in  the  centre  of  each  a  grave  of  the  usual  dimensions  was 
found.  Some  of  these  graves  had  been  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock, 
to  the  depth  of  about  five  feet ;  others  were  found  lined  witli 
detached  olocks,  or  slabs  of  sandstone,  in  the  shape  of  a  coffin ; 
and  most  of  them  contained  small  pieces  of  burnt  bones,  ashes, 
&c.,  showing  that  cremation  was  one  of  the  sepulchral  rites  of 
the  period.  At  various  times,  rude  causeways  have  been  dis- 
covered, leading  from  the  chief  temple  in  the  direction  of  the 
tumuli  last  opened  up,  which  may  supj)ort  the  conjecture,  that 
the  whole  are  the  enclosing  lines  or  graves,  ana  sepulchral 
monuments  raised  in  memory  of  persons  of  distinction  m  pagan 
times.  A  short  distance  from  these  tumuli,  there  was  dug  up 
a  smooth  stone,  four  feet  long  by  two  feet  broad,  on  which  is 
represented  the  figure  of  a  salmon,  above  a  distinctly  described 
arch.  Another  smooth  stone  of  about  five  feet  in  length  and 
about  three  feet  in  breadth,  formed  part  of  the  old  wall  of  the 
burying  ground  at  the  church,  on  which  are  engraved  several 
single  and  concentric  circles,  and  other  figures. 


PARISH  OF  CLUNY. 


Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O'Neil — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etyiiwlogy, 
The  name  of  this  parish  is  taken  from  the  Gaelic  word,  Cluain, 
or  Cluaine,  which  signifies  "good  sheltered  pasture,"  or,  "the 

f)lace  of  ^ood  pasture,"  and  is  descriptive  enough  of  the  low 
ying  position  of  a  great  portion  of  tne  cultivated  land  in  the 
parish, 

Boundai^ies. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  Monymusk ;  on 
the  east  by  the  parishes  of  Kemnay  and  Skene  ;  on  the  south 
by  the  parishes  of  Echt  and  Midmar ;   and  on  the  west  by  the 
parish  of  Tough. 

Extent 
The  boundaries,  or  outlines  of  the  parish,  are  very  irregular, 
especially  on  the  south  and  east  Its  extreme  length,  in  a  direct 
line,  measured  from  east  to  west,  is  about  8^  miles ;  and  its 
extreme  breadth,  from  south  to  north,  also  in  a  direct  line,  is 
about  2i  miles.     The  whole  area  is  computed  to  be  9,752  acres. 
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Topography, 

The  surface  of  the  lower  lying  parts  of  the  parish  is  much 
diversified,  and  rather  undulatory.  The  western  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  range  of  the  Corrennie  hills,  which  run  from 
the  slack  of  TiUyfourie,  on  the  north,  or  Monymusk  boundary 
(which  is  642  feet  above  sea  level),  towards  Benaquhalie,  in 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  and  the  highest  point  on  the  ridge  is  1605 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  land  in  the  district.  The 
lowest  point,  on  the  north  division  of  the  parish,  being  upon 
the  burn  of  Ton,  and  260  feet  above  sea  level  The  Bridge  of 
Bilbo,  also  on  the  Ton,  and  on  the  road  between  Cluny  and 
Monymusk,  is  264  feet ;  Cluny  Castle  is  275  feet ;  the  old  castle 
of  TiUycaim,  or  Tilliecaim,*  is  525  feet ;  the  church  of  Cluny  is 
about  350  feet ;  the  parish  school  is  300  feet ;  and  the  1  ree 
Church  at  Sauchen,  is  332  feet.  The  mansion  of  Castle  Fraser 
is  400  feet,  and  the  lowest  point  on  the  south-east  division  of 
the  parish,  on  the  burn  of  Corskie,  bordering  with  Skene  and 
Echt,  is  285  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geology  and  Soils. 

Granite  forms  the  chief  geological  features  of  the  parish.  On 
the  top  of  Corrennie,  and  along  the  face  of  that  hill,  its  colour 
is  pint,  approaching  to  that  of  Peterhead  granite,  although, 
when  polished,  it  is  not  nearly  so  bright  in  colour.  On  tne 
lower  ground,  the  granite,  in  colour,  is  grey,  the  felspar  being 
most  fre(iuently  greyish-white,  or  snow-white,  the  quartz  being 
brownish-black,  or  black ;  and,  in  size,  its  component  parts 
produce  a  large  ^anular  granite  of  a  very  beautiful  character. 

In  the  extensive  rocky  masses  on  Corrennie,  there  is  what 
may  be  called  norphyritic  granite,  and  felspar  porphyry  or  clay- 
stone,  where  tne  imoedded  crystals  always  consist  of  felspar, 
but,  here  we  shall  forego  further  mineralogical  distinctions, 
and  only  say,  that  the  three  groups  which  we  have  briefly 
described,  are  true  examples  of  the  granite  rock  which  predo- 
minates throughout  the  aistrict.  Where  the  rock  is  met  with, 
in  the  lower  hills,  and  near  the  surface,  some  of  it  is  disinte- 
grated, and  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  which,  in  some  instances, 
enters  largely  into  the  adjacent  soils.  Over  the  eastern  division 
of  the  parish,  granite,  gneiss,  and  greenstone,  alias  whinstone,  is 
abundant,  in  blocks  and  masses,  and,  along  the  valleys  bordering 
the  various  rivulets,  there  are  large  deposits  of  sand  and  alluvial 
soil.  On  the  western  and  eastern  boundaries,  there  are  con- 
siderable deposits  of  peat  earth,  and  on  Corrennie ;  but  on  this 
hill  it  lies  at  too  great  an  elevation  to  be  of  much  value  as  fuel. 

•  From  Tulach-a-chwm,  **  the  knoll  of  cairns,"  or  Tulliecardine,  **  the  hil- 
lock where  cairns  are." 
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SoUs. — In  the  lower  valleys,  and  along  the  streams,  the  soil 
is  generally  a  deep  yellowish  loam,  in  some  cases  mixed  with 
decomposed  rock,  and  small  stones ;  and,  in  others,  it  is  hlack 
earth  and  fine  sand.  The  soil  on  the  lower  knolls  is  generally 
of  a  richer  quality,  being  more  or  less  mixed  with  day,  and, 
where  it  overlies  gravel  or  disintegrated  rock,  it  produces  the 
earliest,  and  generally,  the  best  crops.  On  the  higher  cultivated 
hill  slopes  the  soil  is  light,  and  of  a  moorish  description,  but  it 
is  generally  dry,  and  produces  fair  crops.  The  highest  culti- 
vated land  is  about  1350  feet  above  sea  level 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

The  arboricultural  features  of  this  parish  may  be  said  to  be 
extensive  and  interesting,  the  larger  plantations  bein^  chiefly 
composed  of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  of  different  ages,  rangmff  from 
15  and  40  years,  up  to  100  years  old,  laid  out  in  belts,  clumps, 
and  large  forests,  varying  in  extent  from  one  acre  up  to  900, 
and  standing  at  elevations  from  250  feet,  to  upwards  of  1200 
feet  above  sea"  leveL  Generally,  the  outlines  of  most  of  these 
plantations  have  been  well  arranged,  so  as  to  bring  the  most 
pleasing  features  of  the  landscape  into  view,  and  to  serve  the 
purpose  of  shelter  as  well  as  ornament,  forming  pleasant  and 
impressive  woodland  scenery. 

Many  of  the  older  Scots  fir  trees  in  the  valley  of  Cluny  Castle, 
and  around  Castle  Fraser,  are  of  a  large  size,  and  superior  quality 
of  timber.  The  old  larch  trees  are  of  superior  size  and  quality, 
but,  in  some  situations,  they  are  often  found  "  royed  "  or  affected 
with  heart  rot,  a  disease  which  does  not  affect  the  tree  for  a 
considerable  time  so  much  in  outward  appearance,  as  it  ulti- 
mately and  effectually  destroys  the  timber. 

In  the  extensive  grounds  surrounding  Cluny  Castle,  there 
are  some  of  the  best  specimens  of  old  beech,  ash,  elm,  plane, 
lime,  oak,  and  birch  trees  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  country. 
Some  of  the  beech,  ash,  oak,  and  lime  trees  are  of  large  size, 
and  highly  ornamental  The  common  spruce  and  silver  firs  are 
not  numerous,  but  some  good  specimens  are  to  be  found  in  all 
stages  of  ^owth.  In  1869,  a  Finetum  was  formed  within  the 
park,  or  private  grounds,  which  contains  about  400  varieties  of 
ornamental  trees  and  evergreen  shrubs,  including  all  the  best 
and  newer  varieties  of  coniferse.  Many  of  these  coniferous 
trees,  such  as  the  Abies,  Douglassi,  Albertiana,  Inverta,  and 
Orientalis ;  Picea,  Grandis,  Lasiocarpa,  Mamifica,  Nobilis,  and 
Nordmanniana;  Oup'e8«t(^,Lawsoniana,andNutkaensis;  Thuja, 
Gigantea,  and  Lobii ;  bid  fair  to  rival  the  common  sorts  as  tim- 
ber producing  trees,  while,  as  ornamental  trees  for  the  lawn  or 
park,  they  are  worthy  of  special  notice. 
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In  the  private  grounds  of  Castle  Fraser  there  are  some  fine 
old  ash  trees,  and  others  of  a  very  ornamental  character ;  and 
around  the  mansion  house  of  Linton,  which  stands  in  the  south- 
ern division  of  the  parish,  the  young  belts  of  mixed  forest  trees 
are  in  a  highly  promising  condition.  These  consist  of  Scots  fir, 
larch,  and  common  spruce,  mixed  with  some  old  ash,  and  Scots 
firs,  and  surrounded  by  thriving  beech  hedges,  which  are  not 
numerous  in  the  district. 

Botany, — The  botanical  productions  of  this  parish  are  similar 
to  that  of  the  adjoining  parishes  which  we  have  given. 

Hydrography. 
The  bum  of  Cluny,  with  its  affluents,  the  Douglas  burn,  the 
bums  of  Corsindae,  and  of  Linton,  falls  into  the  Ton,  which 
drains  the  principal  portion  of  the  western  and  northern  districts 
of  the  parish.  Tne  bum  of  Kinnernie  forms  the  southern  boun- 
dary with  Midmar  and  Echt,  and  it  falls  by  Corskie,  into  the 
locn  of  Skene.  Most  of  these  rivulets  abound  in  trout,  pike, 
and  eels,  and  at  one  time  the  biun  of  Cluny  was  well  stored 
with  the  pearl  mussel.  Perennial  springs  are  numerous  every- 
where. Some  of  them  are  slightly  impregnated  with  iron.  The 
old  consecrated  well  of  the  Tipper  Castle  is  now  passed  by 
unheeded,  and  the  old  pool,  in  what  was  the  wood  ot  Docken- 
well,  has  given  way  to  the  inexorable  plough. 

Farms  and  Fanning. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  a  classified  form : — 

No.  ftt  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  mat.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.         and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

17  16  22  28  41 

And  eleven  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,   or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Cluny,    year 

1872-7.3, £5,601     7  3 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         1,471    0  3 

Do.        Shootings,  where  Let, 10    0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties, 77  15  0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  &c., 50  10  0 

Da       Railways, 16    0  0 

Total  value, £7,226  j2_6 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Captain  John  Oordon  of  Cluny. 
Colonel  Thomas  Innes  of  Leamey. 
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John  Burnett  Oraigie,  Esq.  of  Linton. 
Colonel  Charles  Fraser  of  Castle  Fraser. 
The  other  proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  six  in  number. 

Faritiing. — Leases,  in  general,  run  for  a  period  of  19  years, 
but  to  this  there  are  two  exceptions.  One  farm,  and  a  small 
croft,  being  let  under  improving  leases  for  a  longer  period.  The 
rotation  of  cropping  varys  from  the  fifth  to  the  sixth  and 
seventh-shift  course.  The  fifth-shift  course,  however,  is  the 
prevailing  one.  It  consists  of,  1st  and  2nd,  grass,  3rd,  oats,  4th, 
turnips,  or  other  green  crop,  and  5  th,  oats  or  barley,  sown  down 
with  grass  and  clover  seeds.  The  smaller  class  of  holdings, 
that  is  possessions  under  £20  of  yearly  rent,  number  about  80, 
out  of  the  whole  135  occupants  of  land  in  the  parish.  Many  of 
these  small  tenants,  in  the  western  division,  were  ori^nally 
squatters  on  the  common  called  the  "  forest  of  Corrennie,  who 
first  established  themselves  in  huts,  on  small  patches — kailyards, 
have  now,  since  the  common  was  partitioned,  substantial  big- 
gings  and  no  mean  portions  of  land.  On  the  back  hills  of 
Castle  Fraser,  and  Corskie,  there  are  many  small  tenants,  who 
have  encroached  considerably  upon  what  was,  until  of  late 
years,  bleak  mossy  moors.  In  the  south-west  division,  consi- 
derable improvements  have  been  eftected  in  reclaiming  the  bare 
moors  of  Birselausie ;  and,  over  the  whole  parish,  many  sub- 
stantial improvements  have  been  made,  in  trenching  waste 
land,  draining,  erecting  stone  dykes,  planting,  and  in  building 
farm  houses,  which,  generally,  are  of  a  better  description  on 
the  larger  farms,  than  those  on  the  smaller  holdings. 

Mansion  Houses, 

The  Mansion  House  of  Castle  Fraser  was  built  early  in  the 
fifteenth  century  by  a  Lord  Fraser.  It  is  a  square  building  in 
the  castellated  style  of  architecture,  consisting  of  six  stories,  all 
vaulted,  with  walls  "  two  ells  thick,  surmounted  by  parapets 
and  platform,  and  a  square  tower  at  one  corner,  and  a  round 
tower  on  the  diagonal  corner."  "  Castle  Fraser  is  a  most  com- 
modious and  spacious  mansion,  uniting  dignity  with  elegance  : 
And  by  the  good  taste  of  its  owner  (Miss  FraserV  both  the 
house,  and  the  adjoining  grounds  are  laid  out  to  tne  greatest 
advantage."* 

Cluny  Castle  was  finished  in  1840,  and  it  is  built  on  the  site 
of  the  old  castle.f     The  material  used  in  the  building  being 

*  Dr.  Skene  Keith's  Agricultural  Survey  of  "  Aberdeenshire,"  p.  98. 

t  The  old  castle  of  Cluny  was  built  early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  by  a  Sir 
Archibald  Gordon,  a  son  of  the  Huntly  family.  This  castle,  in  1794,  "  had  a 
double  barred  iron  gate,  weighing  thirty-two  stone,  with  massy  iron  bolts,  and 
the  remains  of  a  fosse,  once  full  of  water."  In  every  other  respect  the  building 
was  much  the  same  as  Castle  Fraser. — Old  Statistical  Account. 
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heftutiful  grey  granite,  from  quarries  on  the  estate,  within  two 
or  three  miles  of  the  site ;  and  the  whole  building  is  charac- 
terised by  chaste  workmanship.  It  is  a  spacious  and  most 
commodious  mansion  in  the  castellated  style  of  architecture, 
and  forms  four  sides  of  a  square,  with  high  parapets  and  turrets 
at  the  angles.  The  front  elevation,  which  looks  to  the  south, 
has  three  stories  in  full  relief  above  OTound,  and  at  the  back 
it  has  four,  which  is  chiefly  occupied  by  the  domestic  part  of 
the  establishment.  On  the  north-east  corner,  a  small  connect- 
ing and  cross  building  was  built  in  1872,  which  contains,  on  the 
upper  floor,  the  private  sanctuary  of  the  family,  and  is  fitted  up 
inside  in  a  gorgeous  style  of  church  architecture.  The  floor  is 
laid  with  rich  encaustic  tiles,  and  seated  with  dark  carved  oak 
benches,  open  oak  roof,  which  rests  upon  faint  pink  coloured 
polished  Corrennie  granite  pilasters  (which  have  a  rather  sickly 
appearance),  and  profusely  ornamented  with  gilded  cornices, 
scrolls,  &c.,  which  must  have  cost  many  thousand  pounds. 

The  most  striking  features  in  the  front  main  building  are  the 
corridors  and  staircase,  which  are  unusually  large ;  but  with- 
out further  intruding  among  the  various  private  apartments, 
which  are  all  well  combined,  the  principal  rooms  appear  to  sink 
into  insi^ificance  compared  with  the  corridors  and  staircase. 
The  architect  of  the  building,  we  are  informed,  was  a  Mr.  John 
Smith  of  Aberdeen. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Linton  is  a  neat  modern  building  in 
the  Grecian  style,  which  combines  comfort  inside,  and  elegance 
iu  its  outward  appearance.  The  Manse  is  a  small  but  com- 
fortable buildinff,  pleasantly  situated  on  rising  ground,  a  little 
to  the  west  of  CTuny  Castle ;  and  to  it  there  is  attached  a  large 
and  valuable  glebe.  The  Church  is  an  old  building,  but  it 
contains  all  the  accommodation  necessary  for  the  parish. 

Roads, 

The  principal  road  which  intersects  the  parish,  is  the  Aber- 
deen and  Alford  turnpike  road,  and  it  may  be  said  to  run 
through  it  from  east  to  west,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  nine  miles, 
from  vVaterton  of  Echt,  to  the  summit  of  Tillyfourie  hill,  on  the 
boundary  with  the  parish  of  Tough.  From  this  road,  several 
branches,  or  cross  roads,  strike  off,  and  lead  southward  to 
Midmar,  and  the  Aberdeen  and  Tarland  turnpike  road ;  and 
northward,  from  Linton,  by  Cluny,  to  Monymusk ;  and  from 
Waterton  of  Echt,  by  Corskie  and  Castle  iVaser,  to  Kemnay 
and  Donside.  The  Alonymusk  Station,  on  the  Alford  Valley 
Railway,  is  within  about  two  miles  of  the  church,  and  the 
Monymusk  Station  is  distant  from  the  Kintore  Station,  on  the 


352 


POOR  AND  PABOCHULL  FUNDS. 


Great  North  Line.  7J  miles,  and  Kintore  is  13J  miles  from 
Abt^depiL  The  Tillyfourie  Railway  Station  is  ou  the  nonh- 
west  boundary  of  the  jwirisL  The  Keranay  Station  is  withiu 
two  miles  of  the  north-east  boundary  ;  and  the  Torphins  Sta- 
tion, on  the  Deeside  Kailw^ay,  is  withm  3J  miles  of  Birselau^i*- 
which  lies  in  the  south  and  detached  division  of  the  parish. 

Fairn,  IniiJ^  an*l  Alehouses, 
There  are  no  Markefjiy  Inns,  or  AUhouses  in  the  parish,  th^re 
being  only  some  shops  lic(»nsed  to  sell  spirits,  porter,  and  aitf». 
not  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Fnnd>t. 

ARSTRAOT  OF  RE<'En*T  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  <»F 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  OLUNY,  DURINU  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  Uth  may,  1871. 

Re<'«ipts  from  AmcMments,        ....      £337    0    0 
Do.      from  Mortitioatiooa,  and  all  other  sources,         4    8    0 


£341     S    0 


Erpfntfiiure. 

Reliof  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .         .  £298     5    4 

Meilical  lUlief, 11    10    3 

Matia^einent, 32  15     I 

Ijaw  Ex[)enHe8, 116 

Expeudod  ou  Poor  Houses,  not  being  authorisetl,  0    5     6 


Total  Ex{>en(liture, 
Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income, 


£343  17     8 


£2    9    ^ 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NITMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURIN(J  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871.  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN   1861. 


ReliovtHl  durindT  th«  ^eu*. 


Population 
in  I 


I  Died  or  ccomhI  to 
receive  n;iit;(. 


Casual  Poor. 


MalcH. ,  FiuialtiH.    Total. 


^*!=]-<*-     'iS'  ,  '^^F-nd-   Othe'     ^ 


l,->.>4 


10 


28 


I    ^    . 


36 


tered 
PtM»r. 


Casual 
Poor.  , 


.  I  Fatwm- 
or 
InnDe. 


The  mode  of  As.sessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  tliree 
elected  members,  or  managers  on  the  Board. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND  ACT). 

Receipts  from  ABsessmentB, £3    2   3 

Expended  on  Salaries, £0  10    0 

BaUnce  in  hand, 2  12    3 

£3    2   3 
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11— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  parish  of  Cluny  consists  of  the  old  parish  of  that  name, 
and  the  half  of  the  parish  of  Kinnemie  thereto  annexed,  by 
decreet  of  the  Court  of  Teinds,  which  took  place  in  1743 ;  the 
other  half  of  Kinnemie  being  added  to  Midmar  parish. 

Of  the  ancient  history  of  Cluny  we  have  no  reliable  tradition. 
One  account  says,  that  in  the  reign  of  Charles  L,  there  was 
an  engagement  oetween  the  Irvines  and  the  Forbeses,  at  that 
time  two  principal  clans  in  Aberdeenshire,  wherein  some  fell  on 
both  sides.  Irvine  was  a  royalist,  and  Forbes  a  covenanter. 
Another  account  says,  that  a  hattle  was  fought  on  the  Muir  of 
Dalherrick,  between  the  forces  of  Wallace  and  Cummine.  In 
this  battle,  it  is  said,  "  a  person  of  distinction  fell  of  the  name 
of  Douglas."  A  cairn  is  said  to  mark  the  place  where  his  body 
was  interred ;  and  the  stream  which  now  divides  Cluny  parish 
and  Midmar  is  called  "  Douglas'  bum."  The  accounts  of  both 
actions  rest  upon  rather  vague  tradition ;  but  the  scene  of  both 
seems  to  point  to  the  same  place,  the  Muir  of  Dalherrick,  where, 
until  a  recent  date,  there  were  *'  several  stone  cairns  upon  it." 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Church  is  an  old  plain  commodious  place  of  worship  in 
good  repair.  The  Manse  is  an  elegant  building  of  modem 
erection.  Stipend,  £148  16s.  8d. ;  80  bolls  meal,  and  two  bolls 
bear,  payable  oy  the  fiars*  prices  of  the  County.  The  Manse 
and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  £20;  and  the  Glebe  and 
garden  at  £18  15s.  AFreeChurch  andManse  were  built  in  1843, 
at  Linton,  in  the  southern  division  of  the  parish,  with  a  School 
and  schoolmaster's  house  in  connection  with  the  chiurch. 

School  Board, — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board. — Colo- 
nel F.  M'Kenzie  Fraser,  of  Castle  Eraser,  is  chairman,  James 
Barron,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible 
and  Catechism  taught.  There  is  but  one  School  in  the  parish 
belonging  to  the  Board,  and  72  scholars. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

It  is  stated  in  the  old  Statistical  Account  that, "  there  are  three 
Druidical  temples  in  the  district,  of  the  usual  circular  form  and 
size,  and  three  pillars,  but  without  any  inscription;  one  of 
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them,  10  feet  hiffh,  and  five  feet  broad  above  ground,  is  sup- 
posed to  mark  tne  place  where  vassals  of  the  superiors  were 
obliged  to  assemble  in  feudal  times."  There  are  also  other  two 
stone  pillars,  standing  near  each  other ;  one  of  them  is  10  feet 
high,  and  the  other  is  eight  feet ;  but  neither  have  any  inscrip- 
tion. Stone  cists  have  been  found  containing  human  bones 
and  ashes ;  and  one  of  them  contained  an  urn  of  coarse  earth, 
or  clay,  with  rude  figures  on  it,  said  to  have  been  of  a  different 
shape  from  Roman  urns. 

TUliecaim  Castle  has  been  for  many  years  in  a  ruinous  state. 
Formerly  it  belonged  to  Matthew  Lumsden,  brother  to  the  laird 
of  Cushnie.  He  was  the  author  of  a  "  Genealogical  History  of 
the  House  of  Forbes,"  and  died  in  1580,  but  we  have  no  evi- 
dence who  built  the  castle,  or  when  it  was  built  The  old  castle 
of  Cluny  was  built  by  Sir  Alexander  Grordon,  one  of  the  Huntlv 
Gordons,  early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  but  it  has  been  renlaceS 
by  a  more  magnificent  mansion,  The  old  double  barrea  gate, 
with  its  massive  iron  bolts,  and  the  foss^,  once  filled  with 
water,  have  disappeared.  Castle  Fraser  was  also  built  in  the 
fifteenth  century  t)y  a  Lord  Frazer.* 

Castle  Fraser  is  a  very  ancient  building  in  a  perfect  state  of 
repair.  It  is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the 
Flemish  style  of  architecture  in  Scotland.  The  oldest  date  on 
the  castle  is  1576,  which  is  affixed  to  the  royal  arms  of  Scotland. 
The  more  modem  parts  of  the  building,  by  inscriptions  on  the 
walls,  show  that  they  were  erected  in  the  years  1617  and  1618. 
Most  probably  the  scjuare  tower,  on  the  west,  belongs  to  the 
fifteenth  century,  as  it  bears  alike  marks  of  antiauity  to  the 
older  portion  of  the  castle.  The  angles  of  the  whole  structure 
are  turretted,  and  admirably  correspond  with  the  body  of  the 
building.  The  sui>erstructure  and  turrets  are  projected,  and 
connected  by  a  continuous  corbelled  moulding  of  carved  granite, 
which  embraces  the  square  tower  in  the  centre,  the  round  tower 
on  the  east,  and  the  original  S(][uare  tower  on  the  west.  The 
round  tower  on  the  south-east,  is  the  most  striking  feature  of 
the  building ;  it  is  100  feet  in  height,  with  a  massive  ballus- 
trade  of  granite.  The  whole  is  built  upon  arches,  and  the  walls 
are  from  10  to  six  feet  in  thickness.  There  are  keeps  in  both 
square. towers ;  the  larger  of  these  is  40  feet  in  length,  22  feet 
in  breadth,  and  20  feet  nigh.  There  is  a  spiral  staircase  in  the 
round  tower  which  leads  to  the  embattlements,  and  another 

•  «  There  is  a  contract  of  marriage  (in  existence),  in  the  15th  century,  between 
Andrew,  Lord  Fraser,  and  Dame  Isobel,  daughter  to  Lord  Forbes,  wherein  the 
latter  obliges  himself  to  pay  to  the  former,  on  the  high  altar  of  Cltmy,  on  the 
feast  and  term  of  Candlemas,  500  merks  and  a  green  apron,  by  way  of  tocher 
good." — Statistical  Account  of  Cluny,  1793. 
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leading  to  the  apartments  in  the  western  tower.  The  wings  to 
the  north  are  inferior  in  height  to  the  main  building,  but  of  the 
same  style  of  architecture.  They  were  built  by  Lord  Fraser, 
during  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  ;♦  and  since  the  death  of  the 
fourth  Lord  Fraser,  in  1720,  the  title  has  been  dormant. 

The  last  Lord  Fraser  was  succeeded  in  his  estates  by  William 
Fraser  of  Inverallochy,  whose  mother,  Marjory,  a  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Buchan,  and  after  his  father's  death,  married  the 
last  Lord  Fraser ;  but  the  claim  of  the  Inverallochy  family  to 
the  peerage  has  never  been  preferred. 

The  ancient  name  of  Castle  Fraser  was  Muchal,  or  Muchil- 
in-Mar.  In  the  year  1633,  Alexander  Fraser  of  Muchal  was 
created  Lord  Fraser.  Originalhr,  this  branch  of  the  Frasers 
came  from  Stirlingshire,  as  we  find  by  a  charter  (temp.  James 
II.  of  Scotland),  dated  28th  of  October,  1454,  that  an  exchange 
of  the  lands  of  Comtoun,  near  Stirling,  was  made  for  Muchal, 
and  Stoneywood,  in  Aberdeenshire.f  "  During  the  wars  of  the 
Covenanters  in  the  seventeenth  century,  the  Lords  Fraser  ad- 
hered to  that  party,  and  were  subjected  to  the  adverse  fortunes 
which  attached  to  the  partizans  of  the  opponents,  in  a  civil  war 
carried  on  with  varied  and  rapid  vicissitudes.  On  Friday,  the 
14th  of  October,  1644,  the  place  and  grounds  of  Lord  Fraser,  at 
Muchal,  were  subjected  to  spoliation  by  Montrose,  who,  at  the 
time,  was  visiting  with  fire  and  sword  the  estates  of  those  pro- 
prietors friendly  to  the  Covenant,  and  who  had  apnearea  in 
arms  for  its  support.     Lord  Fraser  continued  a  zealous  sup- 

K^rter  of  the  Covenant,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Earl 
arischal,  and  Viscount  Frendrau^ht,  and  others,  frequently 
visited  Aberdeen,  either  in  brief  autnority,  or  escaping  from  the 
warlike  and  adventurous  leader  of  the  royal  forces."J 

*  Francis  Douglas,  in  his  33rd  letter  on  the  east  cosst  of  Scotland,  1782,  says 
that,  "From  Inverury,  I  cross'd  the  countir  to  Deeside,  and  pass'd  Castle 
Fraser,  the  seat  of  the  late  Charles  Fraser  of  Inverallochy,  Esq.  ;  formerly  the 
proper^  of  Lord  Frazer,  who  was  engaged  in  the  mbellion  in  1715,  and  during 
nis  hidmgs  had  the  misfortune  to  bx^ak  his  neck  by  a  fall  from  the  high  pro- 
montory of  Penan,  on  the  coast  of  Buchan.  I  saw,  at  a  little  distance  on  my 
right,  Clnny,  the  seat  of  Cosmo  Gordon,  Esq.  ;  one  of  the  barons  of  Exchequer, 
upon  whose  estate  some  improvement  has  been  made.*' 

t  "  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  family  of  Muckwell  (Muchil  in  Mar),  were 
a  branch  of  Philorth,  probably  from  oonfiguous  property  which  they  held  in 
Aberdeenshire,  and  that  they  could  not  instruct  their  pedigree  farther  back 
than  three  centuries.  But  this  is  a  mistake;  Aberdeenshire  was  not  their 
original  residence,  and  the  family  were  of  far  greater  antiquity.  Independently 
of  being  proprietors  of  the  barony  of  Stoneywood  (Craiffharr),  in  1464,  it  is 
proved  by  an  authentic  charter,  28th  October,  14!>4,  ttiat  James  II.  then 
exchanged  the  lands  of  Stoneywood  and  Muckwells,  in  Aberdeenshire,  with  the 
representative  for  the  lands  of  Comtoun,  near  Stirling,  their  previous  property. 
This,  therefore,  is  the  cause  of  their  quitting  the  fertile  fields  of  Stining,  and 
removing  to  the  north." — Riddel's  Remarks  on  Scotch  Peerage  Law,  pp.  78,  79, 
note. 

X  Sir  A.  Leith  Hay's  Castellated  Architecture  of  Aberdeenshire,  p.  96. 
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Charle8  Fraser,  "  Old  Inverallochie,"  succeeded  to  the  estates 
of  Lord  Fraser,  and  lived  to  a  great  age.  His  eldest  son, 
Charles,  led  the  Frasers  at  CuUoden,  where  he  was  kiUed,  and 
buried  on  the  field.  Simon,  the  second  son,  was  killed  in 
America;  and  William,  who  succeeded  to  the  Inverallochy 
estate,  died  without  issue.  The  death  of  these  brothers,  with- 
out heirs,  male,  extinguished  the  claim  of  the  Inverallochy 
Frasers  to  the  Lovat  estates,  they  fell  to  the  Frasers  of  Strichen, 
the  next  in  line.  William  Fraser's  sister,  Martha,  became  Mrs. 
MacKenzie  of  Kilcoy,  and  Eliza  succeeded  to  Castle  Fraser,  the 
former  succeeding  to  Inverallochy.  Miss  Eliza  Fraser  died  in 
1814,  when  the  estates  became  again  united-  in  the  person  of 
her  grand-nephew,  Colonel  Charles  Fraser  of  Inverallochy,  and 
Castle  Fraser,  and  the  father  of  the  present  proprietor,  Colonel 
Frederick  MacKenzie  Eraser. 


PARISH   OF   COTTLL. 


Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O'Neil — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
CouLL,  or  Cult,  both  being  from  the  Gaelic,  Cull,  which  signifies 
"  the  back  lying  place  or  country,"  and  is  a  very  appropriate 
description  of  tiie  position  of  this  parish,  which  lies  Dehind,  or 
at  the  back  of  that  extensive  ridge  of  hills  which  run  from 
Corrennie  and  Benaquhalie,  by  the  hill  of  Corse,  and  Tirebeg- 
gar,  to  the  Mortlich  m  Aboyne,  where  the  ridge  terminates. 

Boundariea, 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  Leochel-Cushnie, 
on  the  east  by  the  parish  of  Lumphanan,  on  the  south  by  the 
parish  of  Abojiie,  and  on  the  west  by  the  parishes  of  Logie- 
Coldstone  andxarland. 

Extent 

Its  greatest  len^h  in  a  direct  line  from  north-east  to  south- 
west is  about  9  miles  ;  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  south-east 
to  north-west,  also  in  a  direct  line  along  the  "  Howe  of  Cromar," 
is  about  3 J  miles.  The  whole  area  of  the  parish,  including  the 
l)ortion  attached,  quoad  sacra,  to  Leochel-Cfushnie,  is  estimated 
to  be  9,053  acres. 
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Topography. 

The  valley  of  CouU  extends  from  below  Balnagowan,  in  the 
parish  of  Aboyne,  up  to  near  the  village  of  TarlandL  The 
parish  embraces  both  sides  of  the  valley  up  to  Bogmore,  but 
It  only  embraces  the  west  side  from  Bogmore  up  to  Tarland. 
The  lowest  point  on  this  stream,  on  the  Aboyne  boundary,  is 
about  410  leet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  point  near 
Tarland  is  430  feet.  The  highest  land  in  the  south-west 
division  is  on  Gellan,  and  the  Scarhill  of  Tillyduke  is  about 
930  feet  above  sea  level.  On  the  ridge  which  forms  the 
eastern  boundary,  the  Mortlich  hill,  which  overlooks  Aboyne, 
is  1,247  feet  above  sea  level;  the  highest  point  on  the  old 
Tirebeggar  road,  which  leads  from  Lumphanan  into  CouU,  is 
1,313  feet;  and  the  highest  point  on  this  ridge  (the  Leadlich), 
which  bounds  the  O'Neil  Corse  lands  and  Lumphanan,  is  1,563 
feet  The  C*ross  road,  near  Camphill  in  Lumphanan,  is  937 
feet ;  Corse  Castle,  in  the  valley  of  Corse,  is  831  feet ;  and  the 
Aberdeen  and  Tarland  turnpike  road,  on  the  boundary  between 
Coull  and  Tarland  parishes,  near  to  Tillylodge,  is  529  feet 

Oeology  and  Soils. 

The  rocks  which  exist  throughout  the  parish  are  all  of  the 
primitive  formation;  the  hills  along  the  eastern  boundarv 
consist  chiefly  of  reddish  granite ;  those  on  the  west,  the  rock 
is  of  a  greyish  colour.  Along  the  valley  and  hill  of  Corse,  it 
is  red,  and  near  the  surface,  much  of  it  is  found  in  a  decom- 
posed state.  Along  the  bums  of  Tarland  and  Bogmore,  and  in 
some  of  the  lower  ground  by  Wester  Coull  and  Tiflyduke,  there 
are  considerable  deposits  of  peat  earth,  with  imbedded  logs  of 
oak,  alder,  &c.,  anci  in  some  places,  beds  of  rich  loam,  clayey 
gravel  and  sand,  which  in  many  places  were  often  covered 
with  water.  But  the  recent  deepenmg  of  the  bum  of  Tarland 
and  other  drainage  operations  have  reduced  these  swamps  into 
fertile  fields. 

Sails. — ^There  is  every  variety  of  soil  in  the  parish  of  Coull. 
In  the  valley  of  the  bum  of  Tarland,  the  soil  is  clay,  mixed  with 
gravel ;  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  stream  it  consists  of  rich 
loam,  in  some  places  of  considerable  depth,  with  beds  of  sand 
and  peat  earth.  On  the  higher  ground,  east  and  west  of  the 
valley  of  Coull,  and  in  the  valley  of  Corse,  the  soil  is  various, 
bciing  for  a  considerable  part  good  clay  loam,  and  clay  mixed 
with  gravel.  On  the  higher  hill  slopes,  so  far  as  it  is 
cultivated,  the  soil  is  of  a  light  moorish  descrii)tion,  ujwn  a 
Pfravelly  subsoil. 
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Arhoricidture  and  Botcmy, 

The  plantations  in  the  parish  are  ahnost  exclusively  confined 
to  the  Corse  or  northern  divisioa  The  trees  consist  of  Scots 
tirs  and  larch,  slightly  mixed  with  spruce  and  some  hard  wood, 
the  greater  portion  naving  been  planted  within  the  past  60 
years  ;  and  excepting  the  larch,  most  of  the  other  trees  appear 
to  be  in  a  thriving  state. 

Botany. — No  rare  plants  have  been  discovered  in  the  parish, 
as  the  following  list  will  show  those  that  are  considered  indigen- 
ous, both  to  the  parish  and  district : — 

Anemone  netnorosa — Wood  Anemone.  AnUuyxanthum  odoraium — Sweet-scented 
Sprine  Grass. 

Arbutus  Uva-Ursi — Red  Bear-beny.       Arenaria  aerpylUfoUa — Thyme-leaved 
Sand-wort 

Bunium  fleocuosum — Earth-nut,  Pig-nut.     Bellis  perennis — Ck>mmon  Daisy. 

CJieUdonium  majue — Common  Celandine.     CaUha  pcUustria — Common  Marsh 
Marigold. 

Conium   maculcUum — Common  Hemlock.       Cerastium    vulgatum — Mouse-ear, 
Chickweed. 

DigUalis  purpurea — ^Fox-clove.     Dactylus  glomercUOy  Cock's-foot  Grass. 

Draba  vema — Common  Whitlow  Grass.     Drosera  ro^ttiMfi/oZia— Bound-leaved 
Sun -dew. 

Mrioa  cmerea — Common  Heath,  Fine-leaved  Heath.      Erica  tetraUx — Cross- 
leaved  Heath. 

EquisetumfluviatUe — Great  Water  Horse-tail.      EtpUsetum  arvense^  Com  Horse- 
tail. 

Euphorbia  peplua — Petty  Spurge.     Oalium  verum — Conmion  Yellow  Bed  Straw. 

Hieracium.  pUoaeUa — Mouse-ear    Hawkweed.       Hieracium   murorum — ^Wall 
Hawkweed. 

Junipervs  Communia — Common  Juniper.  Juneua  eonglomeratua — Common  Rush. 

Linum  Cathartieum — Purging  Flax.    LiUorella  Laauiria — Plantain  Shore-weed. 

Mercurialia  perennia — Perennial  Mercury.     Matricaria  chamomUlia — ^Common 
Wild  Camomile. 

Myrica  gale — Bog  Myrtle,   Sweet  Gale.     OxaUa  acetoaella — Common  Wood 
SorreL 

Oxyria  r&iiformia — Kidney-leaved  Mountain  SorreL      Plantago  lanceolata — 
Eibwort  Plantain. 

Pamasaia  puluatria — Common  Grass  of  Parnassus.     PotentiUa  anaerina — Silver 
Weed,  Wild  Tansy. 

Pyrola  rotundifoUa — Ilound-leaved  Winter  Green.      Pyrua  aucuparia — Moun- 
tain Ash,  Quicken,  Rowan. 

Badiola  millegrana — ^Thyme-leaved  Flax  Seed.     Reaeda  Zu/eo2a— Yellow  Weed, 
Dyer's  Weed. 

Senecio  jacobcea — Common  Ragwort.     Saiecio  vulyaria — Common  GroundseL 

Trienlalia  Europasa — European  Chickweed,   W.  Green.     TuasUago  farfara— 
Colt's  Foot. 

Ulex  Europixa — Common  Furze,  Whin.     Urtica  dioica — Great  Nettle. 

Vacdnium   oxycoccua — Marsh    Whortle-berry.        Vaccinium    rttM-idoso—Red 
Whortle-l^rry,  Cow-berry. 

Hydrography. 
The  principal  stream  which  partly  intersects  and  partly 
bounds  the  parish,  is  the  burn  of  Tarland,  and  it  forms  the 
main  outfall  fc»r  the  drainage  of  the  greater  portion  of  the 
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Howe  of  Cromar.  This  stream  has  its  source  in  the  north- 
western parts  of  Migvie,  and  falls  into  the  Dee  at  Belwade, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Charlestown  of  Aboyne.  The 
burn  of  Corse,  which  runs  through  the  north-eastern  division 
of  the  parish,  forms  the  chief  tributary  of  the  water  of  Leochel, 
which  falls  into  the  Don,  a  little  above  the  Bridge  of  Alford. 
These  two  streams  afiFord  the  most  effectual  means  for  the 
drainage  of  the  principal  divisions  of  the  parish,  and  along 
with  many  copious  perennial  springs,  everywhere  issuing  from 
the  rocky  strata  of  the  district,  are  abundantly  sufficient  for 
the  wants  and  accommodation  of  the  people.  Some  of  the 
springs  are  impregnated  with  carbonate  of  iron,  and  the  water 
has  some  tonic  properties,  A  small  portion  of  the  south-west 
division  of  the  parish  is  drained  by  the  water  of  Dinnet,  which 
flows  from  Loch  Kinnoir ;  and  a  small  portion  of  the  east  by 
the  burn  of  Dess,  which  flows  from  the  valley  of  Lumphanan. 

Farms  arid  Farming. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

No.  mt  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

10  16  20  22  11 

And  five  oocupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of    Coull,   year 

1872-73,   .        .        .• £3,379  13  3* 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         86  10  0 

Do.        Shootings,  where  Let, 65    0  0 

Do.       Manse,  Glebe,  &c.,  and  other  small  Properties,        .  122    5  0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  and  Houses, 48    0  0 

Total  value, £3,701    8    3 

Land  orvnera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 
The  Most  Noble  The  Marquis  of  Hnntly. 
James  Ochoncar  Forbes,  Esq.  of  O'Neil  Corse. 
Francis  Farquharson,  Esq.,  Finzean. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  nine  in  number. 

Farming. — ^The  most  of  the  land  in  the  parish  is  farmed 
under  leases  of  19  years'  duration;  and  the  rotation  of 
cropping  varys  from  the  6th  to  the  6th  and  the  7th  course 
shitt ;  the  5tn  and  the  6th,  however,  being  now  most  common. 
In  most   seasons,  superior  crops  of  oats,  hero,  or  barley,  are 
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obtained,  and  they  are  generally  as  early  as  those  of  other 
inland  districts  of  the  County.  Many  of  the  farm  houses  on 
the  larger  class  of  farms  are  superior  buildings ;  and  as  there 
is  no  want  of  good  material,  the  most  of  the  farms  are  suitably 
subdivided,  and  substantially  enclosed  by  stone  dykes. 

Mansion  Houses. 

A  few  years  aj^o  a  small  residence  was  built  near  to  the  old 
Castle  of  Corse  K)r  the  proprietor  of  the  estate.  The  Manse  is 
a  conunodious,  well-finished  building,  with  a  small  but  good 
glebe  attached.  The  Church  is  an  old  building,  but  sufficiently 
commodious  for  the  parish. 

Boads. 

The  Aboyne  and  Tarland  road  intersects  the  western  division 
of  the  parish  for  about  three  miles.  The  Aberdeen  and  Tar- 
land turnpike  road  runs  along  the  valley  of  Corse,  from  the 
Cross  roads  at  Camphill,  to  near  Tillylodge  on  the  Tarland 
boundary,  a  distance  of  about  2  J  miles.  The  "  Cross  roads  "  are 
within  2^  miles  of  the  Lumphanan  Station  on  the  Deeside 
Railway,  and  it  is  27  miles  from  Aberdeen.  The  church  of 
Coull  is  within  3|  miles  of  the  Aboyne  Station,  also  on  the 
Deeside  Railway,  and  it  is  32^  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

Inns,  Alehouses,  Ac. 

There  are  two  alehouses  or  spirit  shops  within  the  parish, 
but  there  are  no  markets  or  fiEiirs. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  COULL,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  ABseasmentB,  .  ^    .  £125    2    5 

Do.     from  MortificatioiiB,  and  aU  other  sources,      34  19    9 

£1()0    2    2 

ExpendUurt, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,        .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Total  Expenditure, 

Excess  of  Exx>enditure  over  Income,        ....       £43    9    5 


£176    7 

H 

0  16 

0 

9    1 

0 

17    7 

5* 

£203  11 

7 
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ARSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE     . 
PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871.  AND  OF  THE 
POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


,  P'    alation 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

In 
1861. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

I>epend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Po«>r. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

792 

3 

14 

17 

25 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  the  same  as  that  for  Cluny  parish,  and  there  are 
two  elected  members  on  the  Board. 

II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

In  the  year  1234,  under  the  reigp  of  Alexander  II.,  Colin 
Durwara,*Lord  of  Oneill,  was  proprietor  of  the  lands  of  "  Coule, 
Kincragy  and  le  Corss."  In  1389,  we  find  that  this  barony  was 
resigned  by  Isabella,  Countess  of  Fife,  daughter  of  Duncan,  Earl 
of  Fife  and  Monteith,  and  bestowed,  by  Robert  II.,  on  his  son, 
Robert,  better  known  as  Duke  of  Albany.  On  the  downfall  of 
Albany,  after  the  restoration  of  James  1.,  and  the  forfeiture  of 
these  estates,  the  barony  of  Oneill  remained  attached  to  the 
crown  till  1476,  when  James  III.  bestowed  it  on  his  armour- 
bearer,  Patrick  Forbes,  third  son  of  the  second  Lord  Forbes, 
who,  in  1482,  had  a  royal  charter  of  the  "  barony  of  Oneil,  viz., 
the  lands  of  Coule,  Kincragy  and  le  Corss."  In  1510,  the  lands 
of  Coule  were  disjoined  from  Corss,  and  a  charter  was  granted 
to  David  Forbes,  son  of,  and  successor  to  Patrick,  "  of  the  lands 
of  Onele-Corss,  Kincragy,  le  Mureton ;  and  uniting  them  into 
a  haill  and  free  barony,  to  be  called  the  barony  of  Onele  in  all 
time  coming."  In  1554,  David  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Patrick,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William,  in  1568.  In 
1593,  William  acquired  the  lands  of  Wester  Corse,  and  Nor- 
ham,  which  belonged  to  Urry  of  Pitfichie.  William  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Patrick,  fiishop  of  Aberdeen,  who  died  in 
1635.  The  Bishop  was  succeeded  oy  his  son  John,  Professor  of 
Divinity  in  King's  College,  Aberdeen,  who  died  in  1649 ;  and 

*  "Previous  to  1211,  Thomas  Darward  was  Holtiarius  or  Doorward  to  the 
King,  in  David  Earl  of  Huntingdon's  time,  and  his  great  possessions  in  Mar 
extended  from  Coull  on  the  west  to  Skene  on  the  east,  and  trom  Invercanny  on 
the  Dee  to  Alford  on  the  Don.  About  the  year  1234,  Alexander  II.  confirmed 
a  grant  of  these  lands  by  royal  charter  to  Colin  Durward,  the  Lord  OneU,  son 
of  Thomas,  who  had  made  certain  grants  of  lands  of  Leochel,  to  the  Culdees  of 
Monymusk,  which  was  confirmed  by  Anna,  his  daughter  and  heiress,  along 
with  a  grant  of  the  Kirk  of  Kynnaimie  (Kinnemie),  to  the  Abbey  of  Arbroath, 
and  of  the  chaplanry  lands  to  the  Kirk  of  Skene,  in  12t20."— Kobertson^s  Par- 
liamentary Records,  p.  171. 
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John,  by  his  son  George,  who,  in  1650,  sold  that  part  of  the 
Onele  barony  lying  in  Lumphanan,  consisting  of  Easter  and 
Wester  Eincraigies,  to  Duguid  of  Auchinhove ;  and  the  re- 
mainder, in  1670,  consisting  of  Onele-Corss,  and  Mureton,  to 
Sir  John  Forbes,  Baronet,  of  Oraigievar.*  The  lands  of  CouU 
have  long  been  the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Aberdeen. 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  church  was  dedicated  to  St  Nachlan,  and  the  parish 
comprehends  the  old  barony  lands  of  CotuU  and  Onele-Corss ; 
but,  by  the  exertions  of  Bishop  Patrick  Forbes,  in  1621,  his 
lands  of  Corse  (Cotharis  of  old),  were  annexed,  quoad  sacra, 
to  the  parish  of  LeocheL  ''  But  the  inhabitants  of  Corse  pay 
the  stipend  affecting  these  lands  to  the  minister  of  Coull"f 
The  records  of  "  the  SjTiod  of  Aberdeen,  year  1651,  bear,  that 
Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  minister  of  CouU,  who  had  attempted  to 
intermeddle  with  the  people  of  Corse  in  spiritual  matters,  with- 
out permission  of  the  minister  of  Leochel,  is  discharged  from 
such  intermeddling,  they  being  annexed  quoad  sacra  to  the 
parish  of  LeocheL"; 

The  Church  is  a  plain  substantial  building,  conveniently  situ- 
ated for  the  lands  of  CoulL  It  was  built  in  1792,  has  no  gallery, 
but  is  sufficiently  commodious.  The  church  bell,  which  was  cast 
in  Holland  in  1644,  has  a  fine  tone,  and  was  presented  by  the 
late  Mr.  Ross,  Mill  of  CoulL  The  Manse,  built  in  1832,  is  a 
commodious  well-finished  building.  Stipend,  1853,  £161  5s.  7d. 
The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  £24,  and  the 
Glebe  and  garden  at  £5.  The  schoolmaster  has  an  excellent 
dwelling  house,  valued  at  £10,  with  an  allowance  of  £2  2s.  for 
a  garden. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  four  members  on  the  Board — J. 
O.  Forbes,  of  Corse  House,  is  chairman ;  William  Grant,  Mill 
of  Coull,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  8d.  per  £.  Bible 
and  Catecliism  taught.  There  is  only  one  School  in  the  parish 
and  50  scholars. 

Parochial  Registers. — ^The  earliest  parochial  register  com- 
menced in  1752.  Baptisms  and  marriages  are  recorded  in  it ; 
but  until  recently,  it  nas  not  been  regularly  kept. 

Bequests. — During  the  year  ended  14th  May,  1871,  the  kirk 
session  handed  over  £10  3s.  3^d  to  the  parocliial  board,  but 
only  £1  8s.  9  Jd.  was  expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor.  See 
26tn  Annual  Report  of  trie  Board  of  Supervision. 

*  Statistical  Account  of  Leochel  and  Cnshnie,  1843. 

+  iStatistical  Account  of  Leochel,  1703.     t  Statistical  Account  of  Coull,  1842. 
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IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Patrick  Forbes,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  was  the  eldest  son  of 
William  Forbes  of  Corse,  born  in  1564,  and  educated,  first  at 
the  Grammar  School  of  Stirling,  under  Thomas  Buchanan,  a 
nephew  of  the  more  celebrated  George ;  and,  afterwards,  both 
at  Glasgow  and  St  Andrews,  under  Andrew  Melville,  his  cousin, 
where  he  made  distinguished  attainments  in  learning.  On 
succeeding  to  the  family  estate,  in  1598,  he  did  not  forget  his 
studies,  and  being  accustomed  to  read  and  expound  the  Scrip- 
tures in  his  own  family,  by  the  solicitations  of  the  Aberdeen 
clergy,  and  the  dearth  of  religious  instruction,,  he  was  induced 
to  occupy  the  pulpit  of  a  vacant  church  in  the  neighbourhood.* 
This  step  was  condemned  by  Gladstanes,  Archbishop  of  St. 
Andrews,  and,  in  1610,  Patrick  Forbes  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
king  in  his  own  vindication,  from  which  the  following  extracts 
will  show  his  singleness  of  mind  and  sincerity  of  purpose. 
"  Being  cast  in  these  parts,  where,  within  the  precincts  oif  two 
presbyteries,  at  least  twenty  and  one  churches  lay  unplanted, 
whereby  our  state  were  little  removed  from  heathenism,  1  began 
in  a  simple  private  manner  to  catechise  my  own  family."  But 
soon  thereafter  he  transferred  his  "  domestic  paines  to  ane  void 
church,  now  joining  to  mv  own  house ; "  but,  "  never  meddled 
with  any  part  of  tnat  calling  in  private  or  public  assembly ; 
except  ane  ordinary  lecture  on  the  Lord's  day.  He  afterwards 
entered  the  ministry,  and,  in  1612,  was  settled  at  Keith,  whence, 
in  1618,  he  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Aberdeen.  According 
to  Bishop  Burnett,  he  was  an  apostolical  man ;  and  while  he 
was  ex  officio  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Kind's  College,  he 
reformed  many  abuses,  and  by  means  of  subscriptions  from  the 
Synod  of  Aberdeen,  he  founded  there  a  chair  of  bivinity,  which 
was  first  filled  by  his  son.  Dr.  John,  He  died  on  the  28th 
March,  1635,  at  tne  age  of  71,  and  was  buried  within  Bishop 
Dunbar*s  aisle,  in  the  cathedral,  where  a  flat  stone  with  a  Latin 
inscription  may  still  be  seen  on  his  grave. 

The  Rev.  John  Forbes,  minister  of  Alford,  was  the  third  son 
of  William  Forbes  of  Corse.  He  became  minister  of  Alford, 
and,  in  1605,  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen  and  Moray  "  maid  special! 
choise  of  their  loving  brother,'*  as  their  commissioner  to  lay  be- 
fore the  king  "all  their  proceedings  and  present  diflSculties 
quhairwith  they  were  straitit"    The  commission  is  dated  at 

*  Most  probably  Leocbel,  as  the  old  church  was  within  little  more  than  a 
mile  of  Corse  Castle,  while  no  other  was  within  four  miles.  -Statistical  Account 
of  Leochol-Cushnic,  1843. 
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Aberdeen  the  21st  February ;  he  was  well  received  by  the  king, 
"  and  was  sent  back  with  duli^ence  against  the  Erie  of  Huntly 
and  all  Papists,  with  certificatioune  of  the  kings  coustancie  in 
that  religioune  he  was  brought  up  into."  On  the  2nd  July 
following,  he  was  chosen,  "  with  uniform  consent,"  Moderator 
of  the  General  Assembly  which  met  at  Aberdeen  ;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  proceedings  there,  he  and  all  the  brethren  then 
present  were  "  denouncit  rebellis  and  put  to  the  home."  The 
minister  of  Alford's  future  trials  are  noticed  among  the  Emi- 
nent Men  of  that  parish,  to  which  we  have  only  to  add  here, 
that  he  died  at  Deff,  in  Holland,  about  the  year  1638. 

Sir  Arthur  Forbes  was  the  fourth  son  of  William  Forbes 
of  Corse.  He  entered  the  army,  served  in  Ireland,  was  created 
a  baronet  in  1682,  and  became  proprietor  of  Castle  Forbes,  in 
the  county  of  Longford.  His  son  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of 
Earl  Granard,  by  Charles  II.,  after  the  Restoration. 

Dr.  John  Forbes,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  King's  College, 
Aberdeen.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse, 
Bishop  of  Aberdeen.  John  Forbes  was  bom  in  1593,  and  having 
passed  through  the  usual  course  of  studv  at  King's  College,  he 
went  abroad  and  attended  several  of  the  Universities  of  Ger- 
many, and  at  Heidelberg  he  studied  under  the  famous  Paraeus. 
In  1619  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  of  Middleburgh,  and  soon 
after  his  return  16  his  native  country,  was  appointed  in  1620 
to  the  newly  established  professorship  of  Theology  in  King^s 
College,  which  he  held  till  1641.  In  1635  he  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  estate  of  Corse.  He  opposed  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Covenant,  both  by  preaching  and  writing,  and  was  called 
before  "  ther  commitye  (1640)  at  Marshal's  nouse,  and  ther 
interrogated  concerning  his  doctrine  and  beliefe,"  when  he  was 
earnestly  "  beseeched  to  tacke  the  Covenant,  showing  him  that 
it  was  ther  greefe  if  they  wer  necessitated  for  to  putt  him  from 
his  statione  upon  his  refusal."*  He  was  deposed  in  1641,  and 
obliged  to  leave  the  country  in  1644.  He  took  refuge  in 
Holland,  where  he  remainea  for  two  years,  preaching  and 
employing  himself  in  the  publication  of  his  father's  Commen- 
tary, and  his  own  great  work,  "  Instructiones,  Historico- 
Theologicfe."  In  1646  he  was  allowed  to  return  home,  after 
which  he  lived  in  retirement  at  Corse,  and  died  there  on  the 
29th  April,  1648.  During  his  life-time  the  hardships  he  under- 
wont  from  the  Covenanters  were  not  his  only  misfortunes. 

His  lands  of  Corse  were  repeatedly  plundered  by  Highland 
caterans  ;  and  in  1638,  they  carried  off  his  own  cousin,  threat- 
ening to  put  him  to  death  unless  ransomed  at  a  heavy  sum. 

*  Gordon's  Scots  Affairs,  vol.  3,  p.  233. 
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On  the  face  of  the  hill  of  Corse,  nearly  opposite  to  the  castle, 
there  is  still  to  be  seen  a  small  excavation,  known  as  "  the  laird's 
hiding  hole  or  chammer''  where  he  is  said  to  have  concealed 
himself  on  occasions  of  danger. 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  church,  and  upon 
a  rocky  eminence,  are  the  remains  of  the  Castle  of  Coull,  the 
feudal  capital  of  the  Durwards,  who  were  at  one  time  a  family  of 
great  innuence  in  the  district,  and  the  old  saying  is,  that 
"  when  a  Durward  dies,  the  church-beU  of  Coull  rings  of  its 
own  accord."  Coull  Castle  has  been  a  fortification  of  a  large 
size,  and  of  great  strength,  and  square  in  form,  with  four 
hexagonal  towers  at  the  angles,  and  nve  turrets.*  The  remains 
of  the  foss^  are  still  to  be  seen.  In  digging  up  some  rubbish 
in  the  end  of  last  centurv,  some  silver  coins  were  found,  with 
the  inscription,  "  Alexander  Rex  Scotorum." 

On  the  hill  ofTomnaverie-f  there  are  the  remainsof  a  Druidical 
circle,  where  some  of  the  stones  are  standing  upright  and  others 
fallen  down,  without  any  appearance  of  figures  or  inscriptions 
upon  them.  Near  the  summit  of  the  hill  of  Corse,  there  are 
two  or  three  long  intrenchments,  with  a  considerable  number 
of  small  cairns,  which  tradition  connects  with  the  fortifications 
of  Malcolm  or  Macbeth,  and  with  the  closing  scenes  of  Mac- 
beth's  career,  as  they  are  at  no  great  distance  from  the  cairn 
which  marks  the  spot  where  ne  was  slain  by  Macduiff  in 
Lumphanan. 

On  Newton  of  Corse  are  the  ruins  of  the  "  Terry  Chapel," 
said  to  be  an  ancient  place  of  worship,  which  were  carefully 
enclosed  and  planted  by  the  late  Sir  John  Forbes. 

The  Castle  of  Corse  was  built  by  a  William  Forbes,  and 
the  date  is  pointed  out  by  an  inscription  on  the  lintel  over 
the    door — W.F.   1581,    E.S.     These  initials  being  those  of 

*  These  turrets,  "  as  nearly  as  can  be  guessed,  for  it  is  impossible  to  measure 
them  exactly  on  account  of  their  broken  state,  will  be  alx)at  18  or  20  feet  in 
diameter,  the  walls  in  those  places  which  seem  most  entire  are  15  feet  thick, 
built  with  lime  and  stone  throuffhout ;  one  of  the  gates,  which  is  not  so  much 
demolLBhed  as  the  rest,  is  closed  above  with  a  Gothic  arch  of  freestone ;  this 
gate  is  9  feet  wide,  12  feet  high,  and  15  feet  thick.  The  whole  work,  as  far 
as  it  can  now  be  traced,  app^rs  to  have  been  a  square,  measuring  about  50 
yards  on  each  side.  .  .  .  Amon^  the  rubbish  dug  up,  were  found  several 
small  pieces  of  silver  coin,  with  this  mscription — '  Alexander  Rex  Sootorum.' " 
—Old  statistical  account. 

t  Tomnaverie,  in  Gaelic,  Tom-a-bhearaklh,  which  means  "the  knoll  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill."— Robertson's  Gaelic  Topography. 
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William  Forbes  and  of  his  wife  Elizabeth  StrachaiL  Tradition 
says  that  his  former  dwelling  having  been  plundered  by  some 
Highland  free-booters,  he  vowed,  "  If  God  spare  my  life,  I  shaU 
buud  a  house  at  which  thieves  will  need  to  knock  ere  they 
enter."*  The  Castle  has  long  been  unroofed,  and  in  a  ruinous 
state,  but  a  good  part  of  the  walls  are  still  standing  in  a  very 
picturesque  situation. 


PARISH  OF  CRATHIE  AND  BRAEMAR. 


Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O'Neil — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 

Crathie,  or  Crathy,  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  Ci^widh-achadh 
or  Craoibh-achadli,  the  former  si^ifying  "  hard  or  stony  fields," 
the  latter,  "ridges  intersected  with  trees/'  Braemar,  anciently 
the  parish  of  St.  Andrews,  had  its  name  changed  to  that  of 
Caenn-drochit  or  Caenv^nO'drochait,  which  means  Bridge-end, 
by  Malcolm  Caen-mor,  who  had  a  hunting  seat  there,  and  built 
a  bridge  over  the  ClunaidJi  at  Castletown.  But  at  the  end  of 
Queen  Mary's  reign,  when  the  Earl  of  Mar  became  proprietor, 
the  name  was  cfianged  to  that  of  the  district.  There  is  no 
certainty  at  what  time  Braemar  was  united  to  Crathie. 

Boundaries. 
The  united  parishes  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish 
of  Kirkmichael  in  Banffshire,  and  by  that  part  of  Strathdon 

garish  called  Corgarff";  on  the  east  by  the  imited  parishes  of 
rlenmuick,  Tullich,  and  Glengaim ;  on  the  south  by  the  jparish 
of  Glenisla,  in  Forfarshire,  and  the  parishes  of  Kirkmichael 
and  Blair  Athole,  in  Perthshire ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parishes 
of  Inch  and  Abemethy,  in  Inverness-shire. 

Eocf^eTit. 
The  extreme  length  of  the  parish  is  28  miles,  measured  in  a 
direct  line  from  east  to  west ;  and  its  extreme  breadth,  from 
south  to  north,  also  in  a  direct  line,  is  about  18  miles.     The 
whole  area  is  estimated  to  be  183,238  acres. 

•  "Tradition  bears,  and  the  common  people  stiU  believe  that  the  Devil  visited 
the  Bishop  in  his  castle,  that  they  differed,  and  that  the  Devil  in  his  departure 
carried  away  with  him  the  broadside  of  the  castle,  on  the  stone  stairs  whereof 
they  still  pretend  to  point  out  his  footsteps.''— StatisticiU  Account  of  Leochel, 
1793. 
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Topography. 

Tlie  valley  of  the  Dee  may  be  said  to  divide  the  united 
parishes  into  two  nearly  equal  parts.  The  ridge  of  the  Grampian 
mountains  run  from  (Jaimbannoch,  3,314  feet  above  sea  level, 
the  Tollmount  (3,146  feet),  Ben-iutham-mhor  (3,424  feet!  to 
Caim-ealer  (3340  feet),  and  forms  the  southern  boundary  ol  the 
parish  and  County.  The  western  boundary  with  Inverness- 
shire  runs  from  Caim-ealer  along  the  top  of  Caimtoul  (4,220 
feet),  and  the  Brae-riach  ridge  (4,225  feet).  The  northern 
boundaries  with  Banfishire  being  formed  by  the  tops  of  the 
Ben-avon  mountains  fromBen-mac-dhui,  eastward  toCorgarfiF,  at 
the  source  of  the  Don,  the  highest  bein^  that  of  Ben-mac-dhui 
(4,296  feet),  and  the  lowest  point  on  this  range  is  near  to  the 
source  of  the  Don,  and  1,500  feet  above  sea  level  The  lowest 
point  in  the  parishes  is  on  the  Dee,  at  PolhoUick,  opposite 
the  influx  of  the  water  of  Gairn,  and  it  is  720  feet  above  sea 
level ;  the  bridge  over  the  water  of  Gimock  at  Woodend,  is 
800  feet ;  Abergeldie  Castle  is  840  feet ;  Balmoral  Palace  is 
926  feet ;  the  bndge  over  the  Garrawalt  (Garbh-allt)  in  the  forest 
of  Ballochbui,  is  1,118  feet;  Braemar  Castle  is  1,077  feet;  the 
Roman  Catholic  Cliurch,  Braemar,  is  1,110  feet ;  the  Victoria 
Bridge  at  Mar  Lodge  is  1,108  feet ;  and  the  Linn  of  Dee  is 
1,214  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  church  of  Crathie,  which  is  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  river,  near  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  parish,  is  about 
920  feet  above  sea  level,  the  junction  of  the  Gaimshiel  and 
Corgarff*  road  (old  military),  with  the  Deeside  road  opposite 
Balmoral,  is  943  feet;  and  the  old  bridge  over  the  Dee  at 
Invercauld,  is  1,054  feet.  The  bridge  over  the  water  of  Gairn, 
at  Gaimshiel,  is  1,110  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  ridge  of  the 
Glaschills,  which  bounds  Glengaim  with  Strathdon  on  the 
north,  over  which  the  old  military  road  is  carried,  is  1720  feet. 
On  the  Cairn-well  road,  from  Braemar  to  Blairgowrie,  the  old 
bridge  of  Auchallater,  which  is  nearly  2  J  miles  south  of  Castle- 
town, is  1205  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  summit  of  this  road 
on  the  Caim-well-hill,  on  the  Perthshire  boundary,  is  2,230 
feet.  Loch  Callater  is  1,627  feet  The  crest  of  Loch-na-gar 
(Cac-Cam-Beag),  which  is  in  this  parish  and  on  the  borders  of 
Glenmuick,  is  3,786  feet  above  sea  level.  On  the  north-east 
face  of  the  mountain  there  is  the  Loch  (2,575  feet),  which  lies 
immediately  under 

"The  steep  frowning  glories  of  dark  Loch-na-gar," 

from  which,  it  is  said,  the  mountain  derived  its  name.     From 
the  edge  of  the  loch,  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  the  rocks  rise. 
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in  perpendicular  height,  from  nine  to  thirteen  hundred  feet, 
ana  when  viewed  from  the  water  below,  these  rocks  have  an 
awfully  grand,  wild,  and  majestic  appearance.  Those  who 
have  seen  this  dark  and  gloomy  tarn  and  its  dismal  sur- 
roundings, bereft  bv  nature  of  verdure  and  flowers,  will  not 
wonder  although  the  fine  genius  and  fertile  imagination  of 
Byron,  conceived  that  the  spirits  of  "  my  fathers  "  and  of 
departed  heroes  dwelt  among  the  stupenduous  rocks  around 
"  dark  Loch-na-gar." 

The  great  arterial  division  of  the  parishes,  as  before  stated, 
runs  by  the  Dee,  from  below  PolhoUick,  or  Balthollick 
on  Abergeldie,  up  to  the  confluence  of  the  water  of  Geauly 
with  the  Dee,  nearly  two  miles  above  the  Linn,  thence  by 
Glen  Geauly  to  the  point,  on  the  Inverness-shire  frontier 
mountains,*  where  the  water  shears  or  separates,  that  wliicli 
falls  to  the  west  running  through  Badenoch  to  the  Spey  and 
the  Moray  Firth ;  and  that  which  falls  to  the  east  goes  by 
the  Dee  to  the  German  Ocean. 

Returning  eastwards,  we  have  on  our  leftthe  wilds  of  Benavon, 
with  the  mountains  of  Cairntoul  and  the  Brae-riach  ridge, 
standing  as  westerly  outposts  of  Ben-mac-dhui,  the  monarch  of 
Aberdeenshire  mountains,  with  broad-backed  Ben-a-buird  on 
the  east.  On  our  right  we  have  the  northern  slopes  of  the 
Grampians,  which  are  composed  of  huffe  mountains,  intersected 
by  deep  wild  dens,  lying  almost  at  right  angles  to  the  course  of 
the  river,  and  lofty  precipices,  especially  near  the  summits,  with 
little  or  no  verdure,  ana  but  sparsely  covered  with  heath  and 
some  Alpine  plants.  On  the  chief  ridffe  of  the  south  bounding 
mountains  of  Crathie  and  Braemar  with  Forfar  and  Perth  shires, 
are  the  knaps  of  Fafernie  (3,274  feet^,  on  the  south-east 
boundary  of  the  parishes  with  Glenmuick,  and  westwards  to 
Cairn-ealer ;  the  most  conspicuous  mountains  on  the  chain  are 
those  of  the  Tollmount  (3,143  feet),  in  the  top  of  Glen  Callater ; 
Meal  O'dliair  (3,019  feet),  on  the  east  of  the  Cairn-well  road ; 
and  the  Cairn-well-hill  (3,059  feet),  on  the  west;  Cam-nan- 
sach  (2,957  feet),  and  Carn-geoidh  (3,194  feet),  in  the  top  of 
the  Baddoch ;  Ben-iutham-bheag  (3,111  feet),  and  Ben-iutharn- 
mhor  (3,424  feet),  in  the  top  of  Glen-ey ;  and  Cam-bhac  (3,014 
feet.)  West  of  Carn-bhac,  the  boundary  runs  along  the  ridge 
of  the  Scarsoch  mountains,  and  terminates  in  Cairn-ealer,  on 
the  confines  of  Perth  and  Inverness  shires  ;  the  latter  mountain 
forming  part  of  the  great  central  chain  of  mountains  which  run 
from  Ben  Vualach  on  the  east  of  Loch  Ericht  in  Perthshire,  to 

^  The  lowest  point  on  the  luvemess  boundary  is  about  1,750  feet  above  sea 
level. 
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the  Braeriach  and  Cairngorm  mountains  east  of  Strathspey. 
The  chief  range  of  mountain  ground  lying  between  the  valley 
of  the  Dee  and  the  top  of  the  Grampians,  is  high  and  wild, 
and  the  surface  naturally  barren  and  forbidding.  In  that 
portion  from  the  lower  mvision  of  the  parishes  formed  by  the 
water  of  Girnock  on  the  east,  up  to  Glen  Gelder  on  the  west, 
we  have  the  mountains  of  Tom  Bad-a-mJwnaidh  (1,653  feetl 
south  of  Abergeldie  Castle ;  Oraig-Qawan  (1,437  feet,  on  whicn 
there  are  Prince  Albert's,  and  other  memorial  cairns)  south  of 
Balmoral  Palace ;  with  Creag-Or-ghaill  (1,971  feet),  MecUl-gonn 
(1,809  feet),  and  Conach^raig  (2,777  feet,  the  two  latter  being 
on  the  Glenmuick  boundary) ;  and  the  Meikle  Pap  of  Loch-na- 
gar (3,211  feet).  Between  GlenGelderand  the  burn  of  Fein-dallo- 
char,  are  the  falls  of  the  Oarhh-allt,  Garrawalt  (1,250  feet),  there 
is  the  Princess  Royal's  cairn  (1,479  feet),  in  the  woods  of  Oar- 
maddie,  which  form  the  western  boundary  of  the  royal  farm  of 
Invergelder.   There  is  the  Ripe-hill  (1,678  feet),  which  is  all 

Slanted,  and  Craig-doineanta  (2,825  feet),  is  on  the  borders  of 
ialloch-buie  forest;  Cairn-Jiachlan  (2,703  feet),  Crea^'4iath 
(2,825  feet),  MeaU-caire-Tia'SaohluiicUie  (3,121  feet),  which  are 
overtopped  by  Ca-Cam-Beag  (3,786  feet),  the  highest  top  of 
Loch-na-gar.  From  the  burn  of  Fein-dallocher,  to  the  lower 
parts  of  Glen  Cluney  and  Glen  Callater,  there  is  the  mountain 
of  Oraig-choinnich*  (1,764  feet),  which  is  opposite  Braemar 
Castle ;  Cam-Ttan'Sgliat,  with  the  Lion's  Face  (2,260  feet^,  is 
opposite  to  Invercauld  House,  MeaU-ari^luichd  (2,271  feet) 
which  has  the  small  mountain  tarn  of  Loch  Phadruig  on  its 
west  shoulder;  and  the  highest  point  of  the  White  Monts 
(3,430  feet),  issouth- west  of  the  summit  of  Loch-na-rar.  Between 
Glen  Callater  and  Glen  Cluney,  and  the  burn  of  the  Cairn- well 
(Allt-Brhuididh),  the  lower  mountain  is  that  of  Sron-duhhf 
(1,909  feet),  with  Craia^nan-gahhar  (2,736  feet),  and  Caini- 
Tuirc  (3,340  feet) ;  and  between  the  higher  parts  of  Glen  Cluney 
and  the  Glen  of  the  Baddoch,  there  is  Caim-dosda  (3,003  feet), 
with  Loch  Brotachan  on  its  south-west  face.  On  the  division 
between  Glen  Cluney  and  Glen-ey,  the  lower  mountains  are 
those  of  Mkor-ahron  (2,819  feet),  which  overlooks  Castletown  of 
Braemar,  and  Carn-mlior  (2,293  feet),  south  of  New  Mar  Lodge ; 
and  on  the  central  higher  ridge  between  these  glens,  is 
Craig-a-7nhadaidh  (2,635  feet),  Sgor-mhor  (2,908  feet),  and  west 
of  the  Raddoch,  Cam-cruin  (3,075  feet),  and  An-^ocach  (3,059 
feet).  Bordering^  Glen-ey,  on  the  west,  there  is  Crauj-an- 
Lockain  (2,890  feet),  and  Cairn-creagach  (2,928  feet),  and  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  glen  there  are  the  ruins  of  Aucherrie  (1,404 

♦  Kenneth's  rock.        t  The  black  point. 
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feet),  and  lugluT  up  the  ^l<»n  tlie  solitiirj-  shieling  of  Alltanower 
1,(3 -io  feet  above  sea  level  South  of  the  Linn  of  Dee  is  Caru- 
na-moi  ne  (2,885  feet),  and  south  of  the  confluence  of  the  Geaull y 
with  the  Dee,  is  the  mountain  of  Caim-liath,  2,676  feet. 
Following  Glen  Geaully  westwards,  there  is  the  Glen  of  Bynaeli 
and  Lodge,  on  the  left ;  and  in  the  top  of  the  Bynaeh, 
there  is  the  hum  oiAllt  Shillochvrein,  through  which  the  moun- 
tain pass,  i.e.,  the  Glen  Tilt  road,  leads  from  Braemar  to  Blair 
Athol.  West  of  Glen  Bvnach,  and  on  the  north-eastern  slopes 
of  Caim-ealer,  there  is  (jrlen  Galbie  ;  and  on  the  north  there  l< 
the  mountain  j)ass  which  leads  into  the  forest  of  Badenoch  and 


lTpi)er  Strathspey. 


he  range  of  mountainous  ground  north  of  the  Dee,  runs 
from  the  western  shoulder  of  the  Oealhug  moimtain,  east  and 
north  of  Cmthie-naird  (1,863  feet  above  sea  level),  and  between 
that  point  and  (ilen  Feardar,  there  is  An-a^eugan  (1,857  feet), 
on  the  east  of  the  Duchrie  burn ;  Tovi-breac  (2,276  feet),  lies 
to  the  north  of  the  Moss  of  Monaltrie,  and  the  Culanhkh 
(2,953  feet),  on  the  west,  with  Creag-vihor  (1,643  feet,  opi)ositf 
Balmoral),  and  Leach-ao^i  (1,946  feet),  bordering  the  valley  of 
the  Dee.  Between  Glen  Feardar  and  Glen  Slugain,  which  is 
opposite  Castletown  of  Braemar,  the  lower  range  of  mountain.^; 
are  those  of  Craf;-'wa-^/xa'?<c  (1,547  feet ),il/ea7i-a/ru'(l,841  fetn\ 
with  Craig-leek  (2,085  feet),  and  Mcall-goi'm  (2,029  feet),  wliieli 
overtop  the  woods  of  Invercauld.  North-west  of  Invercauld 
are  the  mountains  of  Meikle  Elrick  (2,318  feet),  Meall-anSfft^ 
gain  (2,350  feet),  and  Cairn-Uath  (2,821  feetV  bordering  the 
upper  waters  of  Glengairn.  Between  Glen  Slugain  and  Glen 
Quoich,  the  lower  mountains  are  those  of  Carn-na-drochaiik 
(2,681  feet),  and  Cam  Elrig-mluyi^  (2,068  feet),  and  east  of  the 
upper  glen  of  the  Quoich,  Coire-min-^lach,  and  at  the  top  of 
Glengairn  is  the  mountain  of  Caim-eas*  south  top  (dea^)  3,180 
feet,  north  top  (luath)  3,556  feet,  with  Stuc-garhh-mhor  (3,580 
feet),  on  the  north,  and  Ben-avini  (3,286  feet),  which  is  on  the 
Biinffshire  boundary.  North  of  the  upper  glen  of  the  Quoich, 
and  between  Ciyire-nan-clach  and  upi)er  Glen  Derry,  is  the 
mountain  of  Ben-a-bhuirdf  i.e.,  the  table  mountain  (south  top 
3,850  feet,  north  top  3,924  feet,  the  last  being  upon  the  Banfl- 
shire  boundary).  Between  Glen  Quoich  and  Glen  Liu,  and 
the  Glen  of  Derry,  the  lower  mountain  is  that  of  Craig-a- 
hhuilg  (2,190  feet),  which  overlooks  the  woods  of  Mar  Lodge, 
and  is  overtopped  by  Meall-na-guallie  (2,550  icet),Beinn'hhrcac 
(3,051  feet),  and  Beinn-chaoruin  (3,553  feet),  which  is  on  the 
Banffshire  boundary,  and  on  the  ridge  hctwocn  Ben-a-hhuir J 

*  Tho  cairn  of  the  cascade. 
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and  Ben-maC'dhuh  At  the  confluence  of  the  water  of  Derry 
with  the  Lui,  stands  Glen  Deny  Lodge,  and  the  Shieling  of 
Lui-beg,  which  are  about  1,386  feet  above  sea  level 

Between  Glen  Lui  and  Glen  Dee,  the  chief  lower  mountain 
is  that  of  LeacJid-nan-uidli^an  (2,165  feet),  which  lies  to  the 
north-west  of  the  Linn,  and  above  the  Linn  are  the  fields  of 
l^elavorar*  (1,265  feet), "  which  is  the  hig^hest  arable  or  cultivated 
land  in  the  country;"  "here,"  says  Dr.  SKene  Keith, "  we  took  the 
elevation  of  the  iJee  at  its  confluence  with  the  GeauUy,  and 
found  it  1,294  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea."f  From  this  last 
mentioned  point,  which  is  about  68  J  miles  from  the  sea  by  the 
-winding  of  the  river.  Glen  Dee  lies  in  a  north-westerly  direction, 
and  nearly  at  right  angles  to  its  lower  course,  and  continues  so 
for  about  five  miles  to  the  confluence  of  the  Garchory  and  the 
Geusachan,  at  which  point  the  river  is  about  1,650  feet  above 
sea  level,  and  within  about  six  miles  of  the  weUs  of  Dee  in  the 
top  of  Glen  Garchory.  North  of  Glen  GeauUy,  and  west  of  Glen 
Dee,  and  between  the  latter  glen  and  the  Inverness-shire  frontier 
mountains,  are  the  glens  and  streams  of  AlU-davie-bheag, 
and  Allt'davie-mhoT,  and  the  wild  rocky  glen  of  the  Geu- 
sachan, whose  stream  is  hid  in  utter  solitude  in  the  dark 
ravines  of  PoteTidhuon,  and  being  far  removed  from  any  human 
habitation,  and  unfrequented  by  either  cattle  or  sheep,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  this  is  the  wildest  and  most  solitary 
district  not  only  in  Aberdeenshire,  but  in  Scotland. 

We  have  gone  very  sparingly  into  etymologies,  as  some 
readers  dislike  them,  but  as  these  ancient  Celtic  names  of 
places  are  generally  short  descriptive  word-pictures  of  the 
country  extending  to  the  CTeatest  and  smallest  omects  of  nature, 
and  as  the  country  senachies,  or  historians,  are  fast  disappear- 
ing, we  deem  it  the  more  necessary  to  give  the  derivations  now 
of  some  of  the  more  prominent  topographical  features  of  this 
iwirt  of  Aberdeenshire,  which  has  retained  the  most  ancient 
mnguaje  of  the  country,  not  in  all  its  nurity,  as  we  know  and 
have  often  heard  it  said,  that  Deeside  Gaelic  is  somewhat  akin 
to  Yorkshire  English,  not  very  pure ;  however,  we  shall  pro- 
co(*d. 

The  Grampian  Mountains  are  so  called  from  the  Gaelic, 
Gru-aim,  gloominess,  and  Bcivn,  a  mountain,  i.e.,  the  gloomy 
moimtains,  on  account  of  the  clouds  which  often  cover  them. 

.  •  From  the  Gaol ic,  **  Dail-a-mhaoir-mor,"  which  means  "the  fiolils  of  the 
Maormor,"  and  said  to  have  been  a  residence  of  the  Maormors  of  Athol,  an 
otKue  held  for  **  the  uptakingof  the  King's  dnetics  and  richts."  This  office  was 
held  by  an  Karle  of  Fife,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander  II.,  which  commenced  in 
the  year  1214,  and  terminated  1249.~l?oljcrtB<)u's  Gaelic  ToiK^raphy,  p.  32, 
+  Dr  Skene  Keith's  Agriculture  of  Aberdeenshire,  Ajjp.  p.  644. 
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The  Knaps  of  Fafemie  (Fearna)  are  said  to  have  been  covered 
with  the  alder  tree.  Meall-OiUuxir,  is  the  sharp-pointed  hill. 
Beinn-iutharn-Tahor,  and  iutlvarn-heag,  signifies  the  mountains 
of  power  and  strength ;  they  are  far  removed  from  any  human 
habitation,  and  rarelv  visited,  Carn-bhac,  signifies  the  moim- 
tain  of  the  wild  buck ;  the  Scarsach  mountains,  which  abound 
in  large  projecting  rocks,  and  Cairn  Ealer  (lolaire),  signifies 
the  mountain  of  the  eagles.  On  the  west  there  is  Bemn-a- 
vourich,  i.e.,  the  mountain  of  roaring  or  rutting.  Caim-toul 
(Cam-tuil),  the  mountain  of  ravines,  and  Brae-nach  (Braiglve- 
ribbach),  or  the  speckled  mountain,  which  is  overtopped  bv 
Ben-mac-dlmi  (Beinvr^miiC'dubh),  the  moimtain  of  the  black 
sow.  East  of  the  latter  mountain  is  Beinn  Chaorinn,  or, 
aoruinn,  i.e.,  the  mountain  of  the  plane-trees,  but  most  likely 
the  plain  of  the  mountains.  Ben-a-vourd  (Beinn-a-bhuird), 
the  table  mountain,  Ben-avon  (Beinn-abhainn),  the  mountain 
of  the  river,  and  Cairn-derg,  or  dearg,  the  red  mountain,  so 
called  from  the  reddish  colour  of  its  granite.  At  the  top  of 
Glen-gaim,  there  is  CarTi-eas,  the  mountain  of  the  cascade, 
with  Ciilardoch,  the  dark  height  behind,  Tovv-bhreac,  the 
spotted  knoll,  on  the  north  of  the  Moss  of  Monaltrie  (Mmiailh- 
aUt-reidh),  with  Aih-crtagan,  the  russet  coloured  rocKy  moun- 
tain on  the  east  The  lower  mountains  bordering  the  valley 
of  the  Dee  on  the  north,  are,  Meall-gami,  or  the  blue  mountain, 
Am-bhealdch,  the  mountain  pass,  Meikle-drig,  the  surrounded 
or  enclosed  hill  (which  has  recently  been  enclosed  on  the  east 
by  wire  fencing),  with  Cam-liath,  or  the  grey  mountain,  on  the 
north.  North  of  Castletown  is  Caim-na'clrocluiide,  the  moun- 
tain of  or  at  the  bridge,  which  is  flanked  on  the  west  by  Cam- 
elrig,  or  Lairg-mor,  a  cairn  or  rising  ground,  with  an  open  plain 
hill  around  it.  On  this  cairn  "  the  armed  chieftain  and  his 
friends  took  their  station,  while  the  people,  also  armed,  rather- 
ing  the  deer,  formed  a  circle  round  them.  The  hounds  were 
then  let  loose,  and  the  men  who  formed  the  circle,  wounded 
and  killed  many  of  the  deer  with  their  swords  while  attempting 
to  make  their  escape."  North-west  of  Cam-elrig,  is  Beinn' 
bhreac,  or  the  sj)otted  mountain,    and  MealUna-gualli  or 

fiuUlochy  i.e.,  the  hill  of  cocks,  cock-grous.  To  the  south  of  the 
iinn  of  Deo  is  Cam-na-moivey  or  the  mossy  mountain,  and 
Creag-a-cluiity  the  craig  of  the  wild  cats  at  Inver-ey.  South  of 
Castletown  is  Mor-skrony  the  large  projection,  and  Creag-a- 
Mluidaidhy  the  rock  of  the  wolf,  with  UroTi-duhhy  the  black 
point,  and  between  Glen  Cluney  and  Glen  Callater,  Creag-nan- 
gabJiar,  or  goibhre,  the  rock  of  the  ^oats.  South  of  Invercauld 
IS  Cr&vg-nan-leachday  the  craigs  with  wooded  slopes,  or  copse 
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wood,  and  MealUan-sluiclida,  the  hill  of  worship.  On  the 
west  of  Glen  Gelder  there  is  Cam-fiaclan,  or  fiacaUy  the  ravens' 
hill,  and  Druim  Odhar,  or  ttichdar,  the  superior  ridge,  and  to 
the  south  of  Balmoral  is  Creag-a-ghaill,  the  white  mountain, 
and  within  the  grounds  of  the  Palace  there  is  Craig-gmuan,  or 
gohhain,  the  blacksmith's  hill,  now  the  hill  of  Royal  Cairns, 
viz: — ^Prince  Albert's  Cairn,  Princess  Alice's  Cairn,  and  Prin- 
cess Helena's  Cairn. 

Most  of  the  streams  or  rivulets  give  a  name  to  the  valley  or 
glen  through  which  they  run,  but  not  generally  to  the  lochs 
from  which  they  flow. 

The  Dee,  the  Deva  of  Ptolmey,  is  from  the  Gaelic  words 
DoHibh,  signifying  the  double  water,  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  Garchory  and  the  Oeusachan,  after  which  it  assumes  the 
name  of  Dee.  The  Oarchory  signifies  the  stream  of  the  rugged 
rocLs,  and  the  Oeusachxm,  the  stream  of  the  small  fir  trees. 
The  Lui,  or  Laoighy  is  the  water  of  the  glen  of  the  fawns,  the 
Derry,  or  Direadh,  the  water  of  the  steep  (perpendicular)  glen. 
Glen  Oeaully  is  the  glen  of  the  fair  water,  the  Allt-davies  sig- 
nifies the  two  streams,  and  the  Ba  or  Bay-Tiock,  the  water  of 
the  small  knolls.  Glen-ey,  or  av,  is  from  Ah,  meaning  water, 
and  in  this  glen  there  is  the  AllUchoinnedch,  or  connie,  the 
stream  where  the  people  met,  and  the  Allt-sionTiach,  the  stream 
where  the  judge  sat  at  Aucherrie.  North  of  the  Dee  there  is 
Gl^n  Quoichy  quaich,  or  cuaich,  the  cup  shaped  glen  with  its 
white  water  ot  AUanaquoich,  and  Glen-altcgaiuy  the  water  of 
the  miry  glen,  and  the  Allt-dmvrie,  which  simply  means  the 
water  stream.  Glen-^airn  signifies  the  stream  of  the  rough 
water,  with  the  Duchrie-water,  a  smooth  flowing  stream,  from 
the  moss  of  Monaltrie.  The  Feardar  burn,  which  flows  through 
Glen  Feardar,  in  Gaelic  Feuardui\  signifying  the  stream  of  the 
grassy  glen.  South  of  the  Dee  there  is  the  Allt-giornag,  or 
gairnog,  i.e.,  Girnock,  which  means  the  noisy,  or  gurgling 
stream ;  and  the  Gelder-bum,  in  Glen  Gelder,  is  from  the 
Gaelic,  GecU-dwr,  which  signifies  the  stream  of  the  clear  water. 
In  Balloch-buie  there  is  the  Feindallocher-hum,  which  signifies 
tlie  fair  stream  on  the  slope  of  the  hills.  The  Callater  bum  in 
Glen  CallateVy  is  from  the  Gaelic  choHley  a  wood,  and  dur,  a 
stream,  or  the  wooded  stream,  and  above  Loch  Callater  the 
stream  is  called  the  AUt-an-lochy  or  the  bum  which  flows  from 
the  dark  loch  (Caenn-mhor),  in  the  top  of  the  glen.  The 
water  of  Cluney,  as  before  stated,  is  from  the  Gaelic  Cluairiey 
or  the  glen  of  good  pasture.  Above  the  confluence  of  the 
Ba<ldoch  bum,  the  stream  is  called  the  Allt-^iyididhyOr  dimidhy 
which  means  the  Dniids'  stream,  and  alongside  of  this  burn  is 
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the  line  of  the  Ronutnnni  iter,  from  Glon-shee  to  Si)eyside,  a 
proof  that  the  Druids  were  everywhere  scattered  over  th«' 
country,  and  also  of  the  autiiiuity  of  the  Gaelic  onomatology 
of  Scotland. 

Of  lochs,  we  have  Loch-na-garhh,  in  the  top  of  Glen  Gelder. 
which  signifies  the  loch  of  roughness,  it  being  surrounded  by 
hu^e  rocky  precipices  and  broken  stones.  Lochan-nn  eion, 
is  tlie  lake  oi  birds,  and  Lock-dabh  is  the  dark  loch,  the  waters 
of  both  these  lochs  finding  their  way  to  the  Dee  by  the  falls  of 
the  Garrawalt     In  Glen  Callater  there  is,  first,  the  small  Loch- 

n^ruujy  OT  pJuidruig,  signifying  the  loch  of  St  Patrick,  who 
his  place  of  worship  on  MeallHinsl aiehda ;  next,  w^e  have 
Loch-^Iioille-ilurythe  wooded  loch,  and  then  Loch-ceann-mor, 
i.e.,  the  king's  loch,  on  the  east  of  Cat ni-nan-t aire.  In  the 
top  of  the  liaddoeh,  there  is  Loch-brotluicluni,  or  the  muddy 
(dirty)  loch.  On  Cam-tuil  there  is  Loch-na-yoan,  or  the  blue 
lake,  and  east  of  the  highest  top  of  Ben-a-bhuird  there  is 
the  Dubhdocluin,  which  signifies  the  small  dark  loch. 

It  will  thus  aj)pear  from  what  we  have  now  stated,  that 
the  ancient  names  of  these  mountains,  valleys,  and  rivers,  were 
derived  from  the  Gaelic,  although  some  of  tnem  are  composed 
of  Gaelic  words,  which  are  now  almost,  if  not  altogether, 
obsolete;  yet  we  have  abundant  evidence  to  show  that  the 
names  of  tlie  most  prominent  features  of  nature  in  this  part  of 
the  country  are  Gaelic,  and  that  Gaelic  was  the  original  lan- 
guage of  the  country. 

Of  the  names  of  places  in  these  parishes  there  is  Abergeldie 
(Abhir-gile),  which  signifies  the  confluence  of  the  clear  stream ; 
Balluch-idach,  the  pass  which  heard,  or  did  hear,  and 
passing  westwards  we  have  Clachantum  (Clach-an-tuirean), 
the  stone  of  mourning  or  lamenting,  to  Balmoral  (Baik- 
QnoraU,  or  vwrealL  >vnich  signifies  the  majestic  or  mag- 
nificent town,*  to  tne  woods  of  Garmaddie  (Garbk-a-vihaidh), 
the  rough  rocks  of  the  wolf;  Moine-chruivn,  bruin,  or  fi^ulny 
all  meaning  mossy  liills  and  warm  places,  Bedlach-bu  WA6,means 
the  yellow  pass,  out  it  may  also  signify  the  fortunate  or  pro- 
pitious pass.  North  of  the  river  there  is  Babiuilty  which  means 
the  town  at  the  point  of  the  stream,  and  Cai^i'7ia-cuivihi}e,i 

•  In  Dr.  M'OiUivray*8  Deeside,  the  fonowin^  derivation  isgiven  as  "  very 
descriptive," — BcU,  a  town,  mor,  great,  aol,  lime,  p.  194.  This  would  road, 
Balmoraol,  the  sreat  town  for  lime. 

t  "On  the  lands  of  Monaltry,  and  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  Dee,  in  anarruw 
pass  (about  two  miles  above  the  church  of  Crathie),  where  there  is  not  above 
60  yards  from  the  river  to  the  foot  of  a  high,  steep,  and  rocky  hill,  stands  a 
cairn  known  by  the  name  of  Cam-na-ciUrnhne,  or  cairn  of  remembrance.  The 
tradition  of  tlie  country  is,  that,  at  eorao  i>criod,  tlie  country  being  in  danger, 
the  Highland  chieftains   raistnl  their  men,  and  marching  through  this  pass, 
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with  its  steep  shelving  rocks.  In  Glen  Foardar  there  is  Bealuch- 
lagguain,  the  pass  or  hollow  of  the  stream,  and  Aberarder 
(Abhir-ardHler),  which  signifies  the  confluence  of  the  high 
water.  Invercauld  (Inbhir-caol),  signifies  the  narrow  gorge  of 
the  river.  In  Glen  Cluney,  there  is  Auchallater  (Auch-choiHe- 
(lur),  which  signifies  the  field  of  the  wooded  stream.  Balin- 
tiiirriy  the  town  of  the  knoll ;  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Baddoch, 
Coire-na-lerigy  signifies  the  enclosed  ravine.  In  Glen-ey  there  is 
Aucherrie  (Avych-eirigh),  which  signifies  the  fields  of  the  retired 
place,  and  Altonower  (Altan-odJiar),  the  stream  of  the  highest 
ridge. 

Oeology  and  Soils, 

The  geological  features  of  Crathie  and  Braemar  are  prettj 
clear  and  distinct,  although  the  true  limits  or  exact  j'eographi- 
cal  position  of  the  difterent  rocks  cannot  be  describea  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  owing  to  the  immense  mass  of  superincum- 
bent matter,  which  in  many  instances  overlies  the  strata.  On  the 
top  and  northern  slopes  of  Loch-na-gar,  granite  appears  to 
occupy  the  chief  position,  while  in  the  valley  of  the  river,  from 
Crathie  to  Invercauld,  it  appears  to  alternate  with  gneiss'  and 
limestone.  In  Glen  Cluney,  about  six  miles  south  of  Castle- 
town, granite  is  found  to  form  a  union  with  the  gneiss  and 
(juartz-rock,  and  near  to  Castletown,  at  Muickan,  serpentine  rock 
appears;  and  from  its  topographical  position,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  it  forms  part,  or  a  branch  of  the  great  serpentine 
vein  which  can  be  traced  from  Portsoj  to  Glen  Tilt.  Here  also 
majr  be  seen  the  gneiss,  in  union  with  a  quartzose  mica  slate 
(which  was  at  one  time  worked  at  Invercauld),  and  along  the 
valley,  westwards  by  Mar  Lodge,  and  the  Linn  of  Dee,  gneiss 
and  mica  slate  constitute  the  principal  strata,  along  with  beds 
and  dykes  of  felspar,  porphyry,  veins  of  quartz  rock,  and  granu- 
lar limestone.  Gneiss  occupies  a  considerable  part  of  the 
mountains  from  Castletown  to  the  top  of  Glen  Tilt,  mixed  with 
quartzose  mica  slate,  while  on  the  west  of  the  Bvnach,  granite 
appears  forming  the  higher  mountains ;  and  on  tne  east,  quartz 
apjKjars  to  form  the  ridges  of  Ben-iutharn-mhor,  and  some  of 
the  mountains  both  east  and  west  of  the  Cairn- well-hilL* 

Limestone  rock  is  peculiarly  abundant  alonff  the  valley  of 
the  river.     From  Crathie,  it  extends  northwanito  Glengairn, 

caosed  each  man  to  lay  down  a  stone  in  this  place.  When  they  returned,  the 
stones  were  numbered  ;  by  which  means  it  was  known  how  many  men  were 
brought  into  the  field,  and  what  number  were  lost  in  action.  Since  that  period 
Cam-na-cmmJine  (Gaimquheen)  has  been  the  watch- word  of  the  countiy." — 
Old  Statistical  Account,  1794. 

*  Some  of  the  auartz  rock  obtained  on  the  mountains  of  the  Cairn- well,  is  said 
to  be  highly  auriferous. 
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and  at  Invercauld  it  is  found  two  miles  north  of  the  river,  but 
to  enumerate  the  diflerent  places  where  it  has  been  wrought, 
would  be  to  name  ahnost  every  farm  and  rocky  eminence  in 
the  lower  division  of  the  parishes.  The  rock  has  much  the 
same  character  as  that  wnich  is  found  in  Glenbucket  and 
Cabrach,  and  is  of  equal  good  Quality.  Some  specimens  of 
fluor  spar  have  been  found  in  GlenFeardar.  >iorthofthe 
river,  granite  forms  the  chief  mountain  masses  from  the  Dee  to 
Glengairn,  and  it  extends  westwards  through  the  Ben-avon 
moimtains  of  6en-a-bhuird  and  Ben-mac-dhui,  to  the  transverse 
ridge  of  the  Brae-riach,  which  extends  to  Cairngorm  on  the 
north,  and  to  Cairn  Ealer  on  the  soutL  The  extreme  bound- 
aries of  this  extensive  granite  district  may  be  said  to  run  by 
the  valley  of  the  Avon  on  the  north  (which  is  in  Banflfehire), 
the  moss  of  Monaltrie  on  the  east,  the  Dee  on  the  south,  and 
the  Brae-riach  ridge  on  the  west ;  comprehending  within  its 
bounds  some  of  the  highest  mountains  in  Britain. 

The  granite  is  of  a  pretty  uniform  compound  of  felspar,  which 
in  colour  is  either  bnck-red,  flesh-red,  or  yellowish  white ;  the 
quartz  being  grey,  and  the  mica,  often  in  small  quantity,  silver- 
white,  brown,  or  olack  The  solid  framework  of  this  extensive 
mountainous  country  may  be  viewed  as  one  vast  granite  tract, 
composed  of  rocks  rising  into  tabular  masses,  shelving  preci- 
pices, and  huge  quadrangular  blocks,  frequently  surrounded 
by  immense  cairns,  or  heaps  consisting  oi  fragments  of  rock 
and  gravel,  presenting  a  trmy  weather-beaten  app^u-ance  ;  and 
a  true  picture  of  the  utmost  sterility  of  an  Alpine  coimtry. 
Here,  it  may  be  observed,  there  are  few  rugged  peaks,  or  sharo 
augilles,  so  often  met  with  in  an  Alpine  country  where  this  rock 
predominates ;  in  general  the  summits  of  tne  mountains  are 
rounded,  while  in  many  instances  they  present  extensive  flat 
surfaces  of  decomposed  rock,  gravel,  and  sand.  Near  the 
summits,  and  on  both  faces  of  the  moimtains,  we  meet  with  a 
number  of  semicircular  hollows,  which  have,  on  the  mountain 
side,  precipitous  rocks  and  steep  acclivities,  which,  in  the 
language  of  the  country,  are  usually  termed  "  corries,"  from  the 
Gaelic  "  Coire"  meaning  a  deep  hollow,  or  ravine,  and  generally 
there  is  some  distinguishing  term  annexed,  such  as  Coire-nan- 
clach,  the  ravine,  or  deep  hollow  of  stones,  Coire-buidhe,  the 
yellow  or  auburn  ravine,  &c.  Although  naked  and  sterile,  the 
IJraemar  mountains  are  celebrated  for  their  rock  crystals.  In 
the  drusy  cavities  of  Ben-mac-dhui,  Ben-a-bhuird,  and  Loch-na- 
gar,  the  beryl  and  topaz  are  found.  These  quartz  crystals  are 
also  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  other  mountains  of  the  group, 
and  among  the  (loV>ris  of  tlu'  uiountnin  streams.     Tliey  vary  in 
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colour,*  from  white  to  pink,  yellow,  brown,  or  black,  and 
although  the  true  beryl  of  the  mineralogist,  it  has  been  de- 
signated emerald  and  aqua  marine.  These  well  known  stones, 
we  may  only  add,  are  merely  coloured  varieties  of  rock  crystal 

We  next  come  to  notice  that  of  deposits,  unconsolidated 
matter,  such  as  that  which  exists  in  the  valley  of  the  river,  and 
alonff  the  banks  of  some  of  the  larger  streams,  which  consist 
chiefly  of  loose  rounded  pebbles,gravels,  and  fine  sand,  fonned  by 
the  effects  of  frost  with  other  attending  circumstances  as  destruc- 
tive agents,  all  derived  from  adjoining  rocks  and  superincum- 
bent strata  There  are  in  most  of  the  glens  and  lower  valleys, 
large  accumulations  of  shingle,  composed  of  rounded  quartz, 
gneiss  in  slaty  fragments,  and  masses  or  blocks  of  ^nite 
many  tons  in  weight,  bearing  evident  marks  of  long  subjection 
to  aqueous  attrition ;  these,  however,  exhibit  nothing  remark- 
able either  in  structure  or  position. 

On  the  lower  mountains  there  are  extensive  tracts  of  peat 
mosses,  with  the  remains  of  large  trees  imbedded  (chiefly 
pine),  where  not  a  tree  is  now  to  be  seen  standing — which  bears 
irrefragable  evidence  that  this  part  of  the  country  was  at  one 
time  a  complete  forest  Peat  is  also  very  generally  distributed 
over  the  lower  flats,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  or 
give  an  outline  of  its  areaf 

Soils, — In  this  high  mountainous  region,  with  the  Dee 
intersecting  it  onlv  as  a  narrow  fissure,  there  is  but  a  small 
extent  of  land  which  is  capable  of  being  cultivated,  and  of 
bearing  cereal  crops.  That  which  lies  along  the  valley  of  the 
river  may  be  called  light  sandy  loam,  of  no  ^eat  fertility,  but 
being  dry  it  generally  bears  early  crops,  which  are  cultivated 
in  the  country.  On  the  lower  hill  slopes,  the  soil  is  of  a 
better  quality,  and  of  a  more  productive  nature,  where  there 
is  a  larger  (quantity  of  aluminous  matter  in  the  subsoil ;  and 
that  which  lies  on  the  higher  ground  is  black  and  moorish, 
the  quality  depending  very  much  on  the  size  and  nature 

*  "  The  most  common  are,  the  brown  of  different  shades,  and  next  the  topaz. 
There  are  also  beautiful  amethysts  and  emeralds,  thoush  these  are  rare  to  be 
met  with,  particularly  the  latter ;  and  what  is  remarkable,  amethysts  are  only 
to  be  founa  on  Loch-na-ffaraidh  ;  emeralds,  topazes,  and  the  brown  in  Binn-na- 
buird  ;  topazes  and  the  brown  kind  only  on  Binn-na-muick-duibt,  and  the  other 
mountains  in  these  parishes.  The  fiiiit  of  these  stones  that  attracted  notice, 
and  were  cut  by  a  lapidary  were  found  on  Cairngorm,  in  Strathspey,  but  con- 
nected with  the  above  ridge  of  moimtains,  which  gave  rise,  thougn  very  impro- . 
perly,  to  the  general  name  of  Cairngorm  stones. " — ^Old  Statistical  Account,  1795. 

t  Some  of  the  mosses  are  3000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  are  fuU  of  the  remains 
of  fir  trees,  and  some  of  the  highest  mountains  derive  their  names  from  the 
wood  which  had  ^own  upon  them,  such  as  Beinn-chaorinn,  or  aoruinn,  the 
plane-tree  mountain,  the  Knaps  of  Fafemie,  or  fcama,  the  hillocks  among  the 
alder  trees,  kc. 
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of  the  ingredients  which  compose  the  substrata,  whether  solid 

Sanite  or  decomposed  rock,  quartz,  or  gneiss,  and  clay  slate, 
uch  of  this  kind  of  soil  hardly  repays  the  labour  of  the 
agriculturist,  except  on  the  sheltered  hill  slopes  and  valleys,  and 
wnere  the  crops  are  thoroughly  protected  against  the  ravages 
of  cloven-footed  herbivorous  animals.  In  most  of  the  trans- 
verse glens,  and  in  the  larger  corries,  and  on  some  of  the  lower 
hill  slopes,  the  alluvial  soil  nourishes  luxuriant  herbage,  but  on 
the  higher  mountains  and  among  the  rocky  precipices  there  is 
little  vegetation.  The  quartz  mountains  west  of  Cairn  Tuirc 
exhibit  little,  but  their  white  weather-beaten  summits,  which 
are  sterile  in  the  highest  degree,  whilst  the  lower  gneiss  regions 
stretching  from  Castletown  to  Glen  Bynach,  do  not  contrast 
much  more  favourably,  except  that  the  mountains  are  better 
covered  with  peat  moss  and  brown  heath,  occasionally  relieved 
by  yellowish  green  patches,  which  indicate  the  presence  of 
springs. 

Between  Castletown  and  Mar  Lodge,  the  valley  of  the  river 
presents  an  extensive  flat  or  bottom  of  several  miles  in  length, 
and  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  here  the  slopes  of  the 
mountain  rise  very  abruptly  on  both  sides.  Here  the  river, 
in  times  of  flood,  and  along  with  its  impetuous  tributary  of 
the  Quoich  (with  LocJian-creagain  at  its  mouth)  freauently  sub- 
merges a  large  extent  of  this  low  lying  gravelly  holm.  Above 
Mar  Lodge,  and  towards  the  Linn  of  l)ee,  the  valley  becomes 
narrower,  while,  at  the  Linn,  cultivation  ceases.  The  valley, 
for  several  miles  westwards  of  the  Linn,  appears  to  have  been 
at  no  very  remote  period  covered  with  natural  fir  trees,  the 
remains  of  which  are  to  be  seen  among  a  few  solitary  trees 
which  are  still  standing.  Here  the  soil,  or  upper  crust,  seems 
to  have  been  formed  chiefly  by  the  decomposition  of  the 
deciduous  parts  of  trees  and  heath,  with  lighter  alluvia  from 
the  mountains  (the  subsoil  being  boulder  gravel  and  peat  earth), 
and  is  covered  with  heath,  coarse  ^ass,  and  some  Alnine  plants, 
with  stripes  of  green  pasture  and  birch  bushes  along  tiie  margins 
of  the  streamlets.  The  lower  mountains  bordering  the  valley 
of  the  Dee,  and  Glen  Geaully  on  the  south,  are  only  partially- 
covered  with  heath,  while  the  upper  ranges  are  rocky,  bleak, 
and  bare.  Those  lying  to  the  north  of  the  Geaully  and  along 
Glen  Dee,  present  nothing  but  barrenness,  rocks,  the  rudest 
grandeur  of  nature,  not  only  mocking  cultivation,  but  even 
vegetation. 
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Hydrography, 

The  principal  river  is  the  Dee,  which  has  its  source  in  the  - 
wells  of  Dee,  on  the  south-west  of  Ben-mac-dhui.  On  the 
right  or  south  bank  of  the  river,  the  chief  tributary  streams 
are  those  of  the  Gimock,  which  forms  a  portion  of  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  parish  with  Glenmuick;  the  burn  of  Glen  Gelder 
which  flows  from  the  Loch  of  Loch-na-gar;  the  burns  of  Loch- 
an-eion,  and  Fein-dallocher,  which  flows  from  Lochs  Loch-an- 
eion  and  Loch-dubh ;  the  Cluney  Water,  with  its  tributaries 
which  flows  from  Loch  Callater  and  Loch  Brotachan ;  the  water 
of  Coire-midzie,  the  waters  of  Glen-ey  and  its  many  small 
tributary  streams ;  the  water  of  Geaully,  with  its  tributaries, 
the  Bynach,  the  Galbie,  and  the  Allt  Davies ;  and  the  mountain 
torrent  of  the  Geusachan,  which  flows  from  Loch-na-youn  on 
CairntouL  The  tributary  streams  on  the  left  or  north  bank  of 
the  river,  are  those  of  the  bums  of  Crathie-naird  and  Glen 
Feardar,  the  waters  of  Al  It-do wrie,  and  Glen-slugain  opposite 
Castletown,  the  waters  of  Glen  Quoich,  and  the  confluent 
waters  of  the  Lui  and  the  Derry,  about  half  a  mile  below  the 
Linn,  with  other  small  mountain  torrents  higher  up  Glen  Dee. 

Fishing. — The  Dee  affords  excellent  salmon  fishing,  and  is 
well  stored  with  salmo-eriox  and  fario.  Most  of  its  tributary- 
streams  are  well  stored  with  common  trout  and  pike.  Locn 
Callater  contains  small  sized  salmon,  large  pike,  and  plenty  of 
common  trout.  Loch  Brotachan  contains  small  sized  red-flesned 
trout,  and  is  considered  to  be  the  best  trout  loch  in  this  part 
of  the  country. 

Lochs,  Linns,  Catardcts,  and  Cascades. — Loch-na-gar  is  a 
small  dark  brown  water  loch  on  the  north-east  face  of  the 
mountain,  2,575  feet  above  sea  level,  and  covers  an  area  of  32 
acres.  Loch-an-eion  and  Loch-dhu,  both  on  the  north-west 
face  of  Loch-na-gar,  the  former  stands  at  an  elevation  of  2,600 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  covers  an  area  of  15  acres,  the  latter 
about  2,950  feet,  and  covers  an  area  of  18  acres.  Loch  Phadruig 
on  the  east  of  Glen  Callater,  is  about  2,200  feet,  and  covers  an 
area  of  8  acres.  Loch  Callater  covers  an  area  of  about  80  acres, 
and  is  1,627  feet  above  sea  level ;  and  in  the  top  of  this  Glen, 
on  the  east  of  Cairn  Tuirc,*  there  is  Loch-ceann-mor,  2,196  feet, 
and  it  covers  an  area  of  six  acres. 

Loch  Brotachan  lies  in  the  top  of  Glen  Baddoch,  on  the  north- 
west shoulder  of  the  Cairn- well-hill,  at  an  elevation  of  2,303 
feet,  and  covers  an  area  of  about  30  acres.  Tlie  Dubh-lochan 
is  on  the  east  of  Ben-a-bhuird  in  Coire-nan-clach.    It  covers  an 

*  From  the  Gaelic,  Cam -nan-tore,  t.^.,  the  mountain  of  wild  boars. 
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area  of  about  12  acres,  and  is  about  3,150  feet  above  sea  leveL 
Loch  Etichan  is  a  small  wild  loch,  a  short  way  east  of  the  top 
of  Ben-mac-dhui  and  Loch-na-youn,  sometimes  called  Stirtaig, 
a  lonely  mountain  tarn  on  the  south-west  of  CaimtouL  Besides 
those  we  have  here  enumerated,  there  are  many  other  small 
lochs  in  the  mountains  of  Ben-avon,  lying  in  corries  and  in 
glens.     Hogg  says — 

"  'Mid  wastes  that  dem  and  dreary  lie, 
One  mountain  rears  its  mighty  form, 
Disturbs  the  moon  in  passing  by, 
And  smiles  above  the  thunderstorm." 

The  Linn  of  Dee  deserves  notice  only  on  account  of  the  river 
being  confined  for  about  60  yards  between  two  rocky  pre- 
cipices, where  in  some  parts  the  gorge  of  the  water  channel  is 
only  about  four  feet  in  width.  This  rocky  chasm  is  spanned 
by  a  neat  bridge  of  one  arch,  from  which  a  fine  view  of  the 
Linn  can  be  obtained,  but  as  some  visitors  are  not  content  mth 
this  prospect,  they  descend  and  step  across  the  gorge,  and  after 
landing  themselves  on  the  south  side,  at  a  lower  level  on  a 
narrow  ledge,  at  the  bottom  of  a  precipitous  rock,  they  then 
obtain  a  better  view  of  the  difficulty  they  have  to  encounter  in 
returning,  and  stare  with  horror  depicted  in  their  countenance, 
as  we  have  seen  some  do,  at  the  danger  of  their  situation. 
About  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the  Linn,  and  in  Glen-ey,  about 
two  miles  above  Inver-ey,  there  is  a  deep,  narrow,  rocky  gorge 
through  which  the  stream  flows,  called  the  "  Black  Coloners 
Cave,"  said  to  have  been  the  hiding  retreat  of  a  Colonel 
Farquharson,  of  Inver-ey,  near  to  which  are  the  ruins  of  his 
castle  at  Aucherrie,  and  the  ruins  of  the  chapel  where  he  was 
buried.  Three  miles  above  Castletown  are  the  falls  of  Corrie- 
mulzie,  near  New  Mar  Lodge,  and  four  miles  below,  are  the 
falls  of  the  Garrawalt,  in  the  centre  of  the  forest  of  Balloch-bui. 
The  falls  of  the  Quoich  (1,311  feet),  are  about  two  miles  higher 
up  than  Loch-an-Creagan  (1,087  feet),  which  is  near  the  influx 
ot  the  Quoich  with  the  Dee.  In  Glen  Lui  there  are  two  water 
falls  within  about  a  mile  of  the  Dee,  and  near  the  confluence 
of  the  Lui  and  the  Derry,  which  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
river,  there  is  the  old  Dam  which  was  made  for  storing  water 
for  the  purpose  of  floating  wood  from  the  Glens  of  Derry  and 
Lui  to  tlie  Dee.  Higher  up,  and  in  Glen  Garchory,  through 
which  the  Dee  flows,  or  rather  tumbles,  the  cataracts  and 
cascades  are  numerous ;  one  cataract  near  the  source  of  the 
river  being  about  1,000  feet,  almost  in  perpendicular  height, 
while  its  whole  course  in  this  rockv  glen  is  over  a  series  of 
cascailcs,   precipices,  and   through  ctark  deep  corries,  amidst 
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wild  and  solitary  grandeur,  without  scarcely  a  trace  of  vegeta- 
tion. The  Geusacnan  has  its  source  in  Locn-na-youn  on  Cairn- 
toul,  and  after  a  short  course  of  about  four  miles  through  rocky 
precipices,  ranging  from  100  to  1,500  feet,  in  perpendicular 
neigh t,  finally  discharges  itself  over  a  cataract  of  about  1,000 
feet,  into  the  Dee  at  the  bottom  of  Glen  Garchory. 

Springs. — ^Throughout  the  whole  of  this  mountainous  dis- 
trict, springs  of  pure  water  are  numerous.  Many  of  the 
mountam  streams  are  tinged  with  moss,  but  the  few  people 
who  live  on  the  borders  of  these,  have  no  occasion  to  resort  to 
them,  as  they  are  amply  supplied  from  springs  of  the  purest 
water  of  health-giving  quality.  There  are  some  chalybeate 
springs,  but  not  one  of  them  are  known  to  be  possessed  of  any 
singular  virtue. 

Woods  and  Forests. 

The  south  valley  of  the  Dee  is  almost  closely  wooded ; 
from  the  Knock-hill,  in  Glenmuick  to  the  Linn  of  Dee,  a 
distance  of  18J  miles  in  a  direct  line,  which  is  the  longest 
continuous  line  of  ground  covered  with  trees,  and  about 
the  highest  planted  ground  in  the  County.  Commencing  on 
the  lower  division,  the  most  conspicuous  nlantations  are  those 
of  Craig-Guibhais  (1,595  feet),  and  the  Genechal  (1,500  feet), 
on  Abergeldie;  Craig-gowan,  Garmaddie,  the  Ripe-hill,  and 
Moine-cruin  on  Balmoral ;  Balloch-bui  (1,200  feet),  and  Craig- 
choinnich  on  Invercauld  ;  with  those  of  Auchindryne,  and 
Corrie-mulzie  (1,500  feet),  with  Craig-bheag  (1,800  teet),  and 
Craig-a-chait  (1,800  feet),  on  New  Mar  Lodge.  The  higher 
situated  plantations  on  Abergeldie  consist  of  mixed  Scots  firs 
and  larch,  which  are  of  fair  sizes  and  good  quality.  Along  the 
Dee,  by  the  mansion,  there  are  some  good  specimens  of  Scots  firs 
and  spruce,  larch,  beech,  ash,  svcamore,  the  rowan,  and  birch 
trees ;  the  most  remarkable  of  tnese  for  size  beinff  some  of  the 
larch,  spruce,  and  ash  trees.  On  Balmoral,  the  plantations  are 
chiefly  young,  the  greater  portion  being  planted  since  Her 
Majesty  made  it  her  Highland  home.  The  lower  plantations 
consist  of  almost  every  variety  of  forest  tree,  with  the  newest 
and  rarest  conifene,*  laid  out  m  clumps  and  belts  for  ornament 
and  shelter.  The  higher  ground  of  Craig-gowan  (^with  its 
cairns),  the  woods  of  Garmaddie,  and  the  Ripe-hill  being  com- 
posed chiefly  of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  and  being  mixed  with 
older  native  pine  trees,  birch,  and  aspen,  the  woodland  contrasts 

*  Here  there  are  three  WeUingtonias,  which  were  planted  in  1857,  in  light 
Bandy  soil,  on  open  g^ravel,  and  thoir  respective  heights  are  8  feet  5  in.  ;  8  feet 
10  in.  ;  and  9  feet  7  in. ,  with  stems  at  the  ground,  averaging  from  12  to  20  in. 
in  circumference,  and  they  appear  quite  hardy. 
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favourably  with  the  higher  barely  heath-clad  rocky  mountaiDS 
around  Loch-na-^ar,  which  form  the  back  ground.  The  exten- 
sive lawn  which  lies  along  the  Dee,  and  cniefly  to  the  west  of 
the  palace,  is  flat,  but  highly  diversified  in  outline,  and  orna- 
mented with  clumps  of  evergreen  shrubs  and  natural  birch 
copse,  "whose  sweet  fragrance  embalms  the  air,"  while  the 
river,  in  graceful  retiring  bends,  runs  placidly  past.  The 
palace  is  pleasantly  and  happily  set  down  on  a  broad  terrace, 
which  is  slightly  elevated  above  the  lawn,  and  being  in  an 
open  commanding  position,  fine  views  of  the  beautifully 
wooded  valley  of  the  Dee  are  obtained,  and  of  the  distant 
Grampian  mountains  to  the  south-east,  and  of  Ben-avon  on 
the  north-west 

The  royal  residence  is  built  in  the  form  of  two  semi-detached 
squares,  in  the  mixed  castellated  style  of  Gothic  architecture, 
and  is  generally  understood  to  have  been  designed  by  His  Royal 
Highness  the  late  Prince  Consort.  The  building  is  artistically 
adorned  with  castellated  towers,  high  pitched  gables,  and 
conical  turrets ;  and  altogether  forms  a  pleasing  picture  in 
the  landscape.  The  material  used  in  the  ouilding  is  Crathie 
granite,  almost  pure  white,  which  was  obtained  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  castle. 

The  original  entrance  to  the  grounds  was  from  the  old  south 
Deeside  road,  through  a  rather  plain  gateway,  and  a  short 
twisted  approach  led  to  the  castle.  A  new  entrance  from  the 
north  Deeside  road  was  made  by  a  neat  iron  girder  bridge 
across  the  Dee,  which  stands  upon  granite  piers,  with  handsome 
b/iUustrades.  By  this  ai)proach,  the  most  prominent  object 
which  meets  the  view,  other  than  the  palace,  is  the  Pnnce 
Consort's  statue,  on  the  left,  and  the  royal  dairj''  farm  buildings 
and  the  new  laundry,  on  the  right ;  the  approach  itself  leading 
through  a  rich  variety  of  evergreens  and  ornamental  birch  copse- 
wood. 

After  passing  the  Balmoral  plantations,  or  woods  of  Garmaddie, 
we  come  to  the  natural  Scots  fir  forest  of  Balloch-bui,  which 
extends  from  Connachat  Cottage  to  the  bridge  of  Invercauld, 
a  distance  of  three  miles  along  the  Dee,  and  from  one  to  three 
miles  in  breadth  therefrom.  This  once  famed  forest  still  con- 
tains some  good  specimens  of  Scots  firs,  which  are  said  to  be 
200  years  old  and  upwards. 

The  finest  and  most  remarkable  pine  trees  in  this  forest  were 
grown  on  open  gravel  soil,  and  the  writer  of  this  article  (about 
30  years  ago),  measured  some  of  them,  which  ranged  from 
six  to  ten  feet  in  circumference,  four  feet  from  the  ground, 
with  a  clear  bole  of  from  50  to  80  feet  in  height.     These 
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were  chiefly  standing  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  forest  along  the 
river,  but  in  some  of  the  higher  parts,  towards  the  falls  of  the 
Garrawalt,  and  in  Glen-beg,  fine  groups  of  pines  were  to  be 
found,  along  with  large  natural-grown  birch  trees,  and  some 
larch,  Alonff  the  margin  of  the  river,  from  the  bridge  of  Dee, 
and  westward  to  Braemar  Castle,  there  is  a  fine  variety  of  Scots 
firs,  larch,  spruce,  and  hardwood  trees  ;  and  in  the  face  of  the 
almost  insurmountable  precipices  which  form  the  base  of 
Cam-sgliat  and  Craig-choinnicn,  there  are,  in  the  clefts  of  the 
rocks,  numerous  groups  of  gnarled  pines,  birch,  and  aspen  trees, 
which  appear  to  nave  but  a  bare  existence,  while  the  Scots  firs 
and  larcn  trees  on  the  higher  ground  by  Dhu-chlais,  Coire- 
ferdgie,  and  Castletown  oi  Braemar,  have  a  more  promising 
appearance  by  having  a  better  position. 

In  Glen  Cluney  there  are  but  few  planted  trees,  and  these 
consist  of  some  clumps  of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  with  some  soli- 
tary firs,  bushes  of  natural  birch,  and  alders,  with  some  aspen 
and  rowan  trees,  and  a  solitary  ash  tree  of  no  mean  size  at  the 
Aluickan. 

From  Castletown,  westwards  by  New  Mar  Lodge  and  Inver- 
ey,  to  the  Linn  of  Dee,  the  planted  trees  consist  of  Scots  firs, 
largely  mixed  with  larch.  On  the  steep  bank  of  the  river,  ancl 
on  the  lower  hill  slopes,  birch  and  hazel  scrub,  with  natural 
pfrown  firs  prevail ;  while  at  the  falls  of  Corrie-mulzie  and  New 
Mar  Lotlge,  there  is  a  pleasant  variety  of  planted  trees,  which 
consist  of  several  kinoa  of  hardwoou,  spruce,  firs,  and  larch. 
The  clumps  of  planted  ground  at  Inver-ey  and  at  the  Linn, 
are  mostly  composed  of  larch,  mixed  with  birch  and  some  old 
weather-lJeaten  Scots  firs.  In  Glen-ey,  there  are  some  ol(l 
hard- wood  trees  near  the  ruins  of  Aucherrie,  with  birch  scrub 
on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  a  small  clump  of  larch  around 
the  shooting  lodge  of  AUtanower. 

Returning  to  tiie  lower  division  of  the  parishes  north  of  the 
river,  the  plantations  of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  along  with  the 
ground  which  is  covered  with  natural  grown  firs  and  birch,  tlie 
whole  valley  is  richly  clothed  with  trees ;  from  Crathie-naird 
to  the  Linn  of  Dee,  a  distance  of  about  13 J  miles  in  a  direct 
line.  From  Crathie-naird  to  Glen  Feardar  there  is  a  fine  variety 
of  Scots  firs  and  natural  birch,  at  Balnuilt  and  Carn-na- 
cnimhve,  while  opposite  Balmoral,  there  is  the  large  young 
]  plantation  of  Creag-v^hor,  which  consist  chiefly  of  mixed  Scots 
firs  and  larch  Along  the  east  side  of  Glen  Feardar,  from  Bal- 
lachlaggan  to  Auchtavan.  and  at  the  top  of  the  Bealach,  there 
«'ire  numerous  large  clumps  of  firs,  mixed  with  natural  birch. 
From  the  mouth  of  Glen  Feardar  and  the  Inn  of  Inver  (alias 
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Civil-bonnets),  westward  to  Glen-slugain,  the  woods  and  planta- 
tions of  Invercauld  proper,*  occupy  the  whole  of  the  valley  ami 
the  lower  slopes  of  the  mountains.  These  plantations  consist 
chiefly  of  Scots  firs  and  larch  of  various  ages,  but  mostly  old, 
and  occupy  ground  which  is  from  1,000  to  2,000  feet  above  sea 
level.  Much  of  this  higher  ground  is  steep  and  rocky,  conse- 
quently the  trees  do  not  nearly  cover  it,  and  many  of  them  are 
only  stunted  bushes.  The  private  grounds  of  Invercauld 
occupy  about  two  miles  of  the  valley  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  and  are  sheltered  by  the  now  partially  wooded  slopes  of 
Craggan-rour,  which  were  at  one  time  covered  with  a  rich 
variety  of  well-grown  forest  trees.  The  residence  of  Invercauld 
is  embowered  among  fine  ornamental  trees,  but  stands  perfectly 
open  to  view  from  trie  east,  south,  and  west,  with  a  tine  lawn 
and  broad  haugh  in  front,  bordered  by  the  Dee  on  the  south, 
which  has  here  a  rather  sluggish  meandering  course.  In  the 
private  grounds  and  adjoining  plantations,  there  are  some  fair 
specimens  of  the  horse  chestnut,  birch,  aspen,  ash,  elm,  silver 
firs,  spruce,  alder,  rowan,  larch,  and  of  Scots  firs.-(- 

Between  Glen  Slugain  and  Glen  Quoich,  and  for  about  three 
miles  up  the  latter,  the  lower  slopes  of  the  mountains  are 
partially  covered  with  Scots  firs,  bircn,  and  larch,  but  except  in 
the  lower  parts  of  these  glens,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  river, 
most  of  the  trees  have  a  stunted  and  weather-beaten  appearance. 
From  Glen  Quoich  to  Glen  Lui,  and  on  the  lower  slopes  of 
Craig-Bhuilg  are  the  plantations  of  Doire-bhraghad,  which  lie 
to  the  north  of  Old  Mar  Lodge,J  and  extend  up  to^he  Linn  of 
Dee.  These  woods  consist  chiefly  of  old  Scots  firs,  which  are  in 
most  places  but  thinly  scattered  over  the  ground,  some  of  them 
have  every  appearance  of  being  the  remnant  members  of  the 
primeval  forest  of  Mar. 

*  **  Mr  Farquharson  of  Invercauld  alone  has  planted  above  14  millions  of  the 
former  (Scotch  firs),  and  upwards  of  a  million  of  larch,  with  a  great  variety  of 
others." — Sir  John  Sinclair  s  Statistical  Account,  1795. 

t  **  The  soil  of  this  country,  in  general,  is  favourable  to  the  growth  of  forest 
trees.  Besides  birch,  a  kind  of  poplar,  known  by  the  name  of  quaking  ash, 
the  alder,  the  roan  tree,  or  mountain  ash,  a  species  of  the  willow,  &c.,  &c. 
There  are,  in  these  parishes,  extensive  natural  fir  woods,  belonging  to  the  Karl 
of  Fife,  Mr.  Farquharson  of  Invercauld,  Mr.  Gordon  of  Abergeldie,  and  Mr. 
Farquharson  of  Inver-ey  ;  as  also,  large  plantations  of  Scots  firs  and  other  trees." 
—Sit  John  Sinclair's  Statistical  Account,  1795. 

t  **  The  only  part  of  the  forest  of  Marr,  which  is  now  used  as  kept  forest,  is 
in  Braemar.  The  Earl  of  Fife  and  Mr.  Farquharson  of  Invercauld  have,  each 
of  them,  extensive  forests,  which  are  well  stocked  with  red  and  roe  deer.  From 
the  great  care  and  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  these  animals  for  some  years 
past,  they  are  now  so  numerous  and  domesticated,  that  they  are  to  be  seen  in 
numbers  from  the  windows  of  the  houses  of  Invercauld  and  Mar  Lodga  At  the 
latter  place,  about  the  beginning  of  May,  100  stags  have  been  seen  at  once  feed- 
ing on  the  lawn." — Sir  John  Sinclair's  Statistical  Account,  1795. 
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The  lowest  trees  in  the  Mar  Lodge  plantations  stand  about 
1,090  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest,  1,826  feet.  For 
about  one  mile  above  the  Linn  of  Dee,  and  for  about  three 
miles  along  Glen  Lui,  there  are  still  some  clumps  and  solitary 
pine  trees,  which  have  a  very  ancient  appearance.  Some  of 
them  are  pretty  tall  and  straight  in  the  stem,  others  are  gnarled 
and  twisted,  and  appear  to  have  stood  the  blasts  of  many 
hundred  winters.  In  the  old  forest  of  Mar  there  are  still  a  few 
fine  specimens  of  the  Pinua  aylvestrisy  which  are  found  by 
measurement  to  contain  from  100  to  upwards  of  200  cubic  feet 
of  timber,  and  can  be  traced  from  similar  trees  that  have  been 
cut  down,  to  be  upwards  of  300  years  old. 

In  the  grounds  of  Old  Mar  Lodge,  there  are  some  very  fine 

larch  trees,  and  silver  firs,  and  in  the  grounds  of  New  Mar 

Lodge,  and  Corrie-mulzie,  there  are  some  well-grown  plane  trees, 

and  thriving  spruce  firs,  standing  at  an  elevation  exceeding 

1,100  feet.  o  ^ 

Botany. 

Among  the  rarer  indigenous  plants  which  are  to  be  found  in 
this  district  of  the  County,  we  give  the  following  list,  chiefly  of 
upland  and  Alpine  plants ; — 

AlcKemilla  Alpina — Alpine  Lady's  Mantle.     Alopecurua  Alpinua — Alpine  Fox- 
tail Grass. 

AspUnmm  adianhnn-nigmm — Black  Maiden-hair  Spleen-wort.  AapUnium  viride 
— Green  Maiden-hair  S]pleen-wort. 

AspUnium  trichomanes — Maiden-hair  Spleen-wort.     Asplenium  aeptentrlonaU — 
Forked  Spleen-wort. 

Avena  Alpina — ^Alpine  Oat  Grass.     Botrychium  lunaria — Common  Moon- wort. 

CyitcpteriB/mgiUs—BnttXe  Bladder  Fern.     CyatopUria  Alpina — ^Alpine  Bladder 
Fern. 

Cystopteris  deniaia — Toothed  Bladder  Fern.      Gystopteris  moiUana — Mountain 
Bladder  Fern. 

Carex  rupeHria— Rock  Carez.     Carex  atrata — Black  Carex. 

Carex  leporina — Hare's-foot  Carex.     Dryaa  octopetala — Mountain  Avens. 

Empetrum  nigrum — Common  Crow  Berry.     Equiaetum  JluvicUile — Water  Horse- 
taU. 

Efiuiaetiim  Umoaum — Smooth  Naked  Horse-taiL     Feaiuea  fvar) — Fescnow 

Oaiium  boreaU — Cross-leayed  Bed-straw.  Oentiana  nivalia — Small  Alpine  Gentian. 

Onaphalium  Supinum — Dwarf  Alpine  Cud- weed.     Onaphalium  (itoicum— Moun- 
tain Cud-weed. 

Ooodyara  repena—Creeymg  Goody  era.     Hieracium  Alpinwn — Mountain  Hawk- 
weed. 

HymenaphyUum  Wilaani— Scottish  Filmy  Fern.     Juncus  ^r(/£c/u«— Three-leaved 
Rush. 

Junip^ua  nana — ^Dwarf  Alpine  Juniper.     Luzula  areno/a— Curved  Mountain 
Wood-rush. 

LoUum  temeniulum—BeATded  DameL      Lycopodium  ^//>muni— Savine-leaved 
Club-moss. 

Lycopodium  Selaginoidta-^Alpvae  Club-moss.     Lycopodium  davaium—Connaon 
Club-moss. 

Meum  athamaniicum — Spi^eU.     Myaotia  Alpeatria — Bock  Scorpion  Grass. 

Myriea  ^afe— Sweetoale,  jL>utch  Myrtle.       Oxyria  renf/ormw— Kidney-leaved 
Mountain  SorrcC 
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Phleum  ^//M«um— Alpine  Cat's-tail  Graas.     Poa  nemoralia—Wood  Meadow- 

PotentiUa  AlpfMris—OnugQ  Alpine  Oinquefoil.  Salix  ixiccmi/ofia— Bilberry- 
leaved  Willow.  .  . 

Salix  rtt/>«tfrw— Silky  Rock  Sallow.  Saxifraga  €«maar— Drooping  Bulboiu  Saxi- 
frage. 

Scu^raga  nru/arw— Alpine  Brook  Saxifrage.  Saxifraga  ataoidM— Yellow  Moun- 
tain Saxifrage. 

Sibbaldia  j»rocttmA«M— Procumbent  Sibbaldia.  SteUaria  ccrcwtokfef— Alpine 
Stitch-wort 

Veronica  Alpina — Alpine  Speedwell.     Veronica  «axa<ft/tf— Rock  SpeedwelL 

Farms  and  Farming, 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

No.  at  and  above     No.  at  mod  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

JEIOO  £50  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

12                       11                        31                         33  21 
And  12  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent 
Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Crathie  and  Braemar, 

year  1872-73, £4,764  19    8 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
binds,         2,544  18    0 

Do.        Shootings  and  Fishings,  where  Let,          .                 .  4^282    0    0 

Do.        Mills,  Lochnacar  DistiUery,  Hotels,  and  Shops,      .  127    0    0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  452  10    0 

Total  value, £12,161     7    8 

Land  oioners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are— 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  Bahnoral  and  Abergeldie. 
The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Fife,  Mar  Lodge. 
Ck)lonel  James  Ross  Faiquharson  of  Invercauld. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  31  in  number. 

Farming, — Leases  are  usually  granted  both  on  agricultu- 
ral and  grazing  farms,  for  19  years,  and  the  usual  rotation 
of  cropping  the  fifth  shift  course,  but  as  the  extent  of  land 
under  cultivation  is  small,  compared  with  the  whole  extent  of 
the  parish,  and  as  most  of  the  farms  have  hill  grazings  attached, 
part  of  the  arable  land  is  frequently  allowed  to  remain  much 
longer  in  pasture  than  the  two  years  prescribed  by  the  rotation, 
whfle  on  a  great  many  of  the  larger  grazings  there  is  no  land 
under  cultivation  at  all,  the  most  of  it  being  unfit  for  tillage. 

Farm  buildings  have  undergone  considerable  improvements 
within  the  past  30  years,  and  in  general  the  houses  on  tlie 
larger  farms  have  slated  roofs,  those  on  the  smaller  holdings 
being  "  heathered."  Inclosures  by  stone  dykes  are  numerous, 
some  of  them  being  capable  of  protecting  the  crops  from  the 
inroads  of  sheep,  ana  witnin  the  past  few  years  wire  fences  have 
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been  erected  for  excluding  the  red  deer  from  the  younger 
plantations,  and  in  some  cases  for  the  protection  of  a^icultural 
crops.  These  fences,  generally,  are  composed  of  eight  wires  of 
three-ply  galvanized  wire,  witn  iron  straining  posts ;  the  inter- 
mediate posts  beinff  rustic  larch,  placed  about  seven  feet  apart. 
The  height  of  the  fence  standing  from  six  to  seven  feet  to  the 
top  wire.  Such  a  fence  costing  in  this  district  about  Is.  lOd. 
per  Uneal  yard. 

Roads, 

The  chief  leading  roads  are  the  Aberdeen,  Ballater,  and 
Braemar  road,  with  the  Cairn- well  road  from  Castletown  to  the 
Spital  of  Glen-shee,  and  the  old  military  road  from  Crathie- 
naird  to  Graim-shiel  and  Strathdon.  The  south  Deeside  road, 
which  formerly  led  from  BaUater  to  Braemar,  is  now  open  only 
from  Ballater  to  the  Crathie  chain  or  suspension  bridge  (whicn 
was  built  in  1834),  at  Easter  Balmoral  These  leading  roads 
are,  in  general,  well  kept,  but  they  scarcely  afford  the  necessary 
accommodation  for  the  district. 

Bridges. 
The  most  important  public  road  bridge  is  the  one  which 
spans  the  Dee  at  Invercauld,  and  here  there  are  two ;  the  old 
bridge  on  the  line  of  the  military  road,  although  superseded, 
is  still  standing;  the  next  is  that  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Cluney,  in  Castletown,  which  was  built  about  20  years  ago  in 

De  of  an  old  one,  on  the  line  of  road  leading  to  New  Mar 
ge  and  the  Linn  of  Dee. 

Mansion  Houses, 
Old  Mar  Lodge  is  a  plain  building  of  some  antiquity,  but 
only  remarkable  for  its  pleasant  situation.  New  Mar  Lodge, 
or  Corrie-mulzie  Cottage,  is  a  modem  buildincf,  occupied  only 
as  shooting  quarters.  Invercauld  House,  an  old  mansion  in  a 
very  attractive  situation,  is  at  present  undergoing  several 
alterations,  with  some  additions.  Abergeldie  is  a  very  venerable 
mansion,  and  the  Highland  residence  of  H.  R  H.  the  Prince  of 
Walea*  The  building  is  castellated,  but  of  no  correct  form  or 
style  of  architecture.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  surrounded  by  fine  old  trees  of  various  kinds, 
and  commands  extensive  views  of  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  the 
Grampians,  and  the  mountains  of  Ben-avon,  on  the  west  It 
is  6 J  miles  from  the  Ballater  Railway  Station  by  the  south 
Deeside  road ;  the  distance  by  the  north  or  chief  road  being 
but  5^  miles. 

*  The  Dachess  of  Kent  resided  here  previous  to  its  occupation  by  H.R.H. 
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The  Manse  of  Crathie,  a  most  comfortable  residence,  stands 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  below  Balmoral,  to  which 
is  attached  a  glebe  of  about  seven  acres.  The  Church  was 
built  in  1806,  and  is  seated  for  1,400. 

There  are  two  hotels  in  Castletown,  the  Fife,  and  the  Far- 
quharson  Arms,  and  one  at  Inver,  which  is  OJ  miles  from 
fiallater,  and  6^  miles  from  Castletown. 

The  church  of  Crathie  is  seven  miles  from  the  Ballater  ter- 
minus of  the  Deeside  Railway,  and  it  is  43J  miles  from  Aber- 
deen. Castletown  of  Braemar  is  16  miles  from  Ballater,  and 
69  J  miles  by  road  and  rail  from  Aberdeen. 

Fairs. 
There  are  three  annual  fairs  held  at  Castletown,  one  on  the 
1st  Thursday  in  June  (O.  SX  one  on  the  3rd  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember (O.  S.),  and  one  on  tne  last  day  of  November  (O.  S.) 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CRATHIE  AND  BRAEMAR, 

DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  ABsessments £823  15    0 

Do.     from  MortificatioiiB,  and  all  other  sources,        7  10    2 

£831    5    2 

Expenditure. 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,           .  £356    1  0 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 20    3  6 

Medical  ReUef, 21  13  6 

Management, 37    7  10 

Law  Expenses, 21  19  9 

Expended  on  Buildinjra,  not  being  authorised,    .  16    8  0 

Balance  in  hand,          .        .  357  11  7 

Total  Expenditure, £831    6    2 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Popal&tion 

in 

1861. 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceaaed  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insaneu 

Males. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Oasual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

1,574 

7 

47 

54 

20 

5 

2 

10 

9 

8 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34«,  and  there  are  three 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 
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In  the  Irish  annals  of  Ulster,  it  is  stated  that,  in  the  year,  729, 
AngTis  M'Fergus,  King  of  the  Picts,  and  Lord  of  Galloway, 
routed  the  Maormor  of  AthoU,  and  vanquished  his  territory, 
which,  at  that  time,  comprehended  that  portion  of  Aberdeen- 
shire known  as  the  district  of  Mar,  after  which  it  continued 
witji  his  descendants  for  many  centuries.  The  title  Maormor, 
has  been  long  called  in  English,  Mair,  or  Mayor,  and  that,  in 
the  reign  of  Alexander  11.  (which  began  in  1214,  and  ended  in 
1249),  a  statute  was  passed,  which  runs  as  follows : — "  Na  Earle, 
nor  his  servants,  may  enter  into  the  lands  of  any  freeholders, 
holding  of  the  king,  or  tak  up  this  unlaw,  hot  onUe  the  Earle 
of  Fife ;  and  he  may  not  enter  as  Earle,  bot  as  Mair  to  tlie  king, 
of  the  Earldome  of  Fife,  for  uptaking  of  the  king's  deuties  and 
richts."*  The  same  annals  further  state,  that  a  great  battle 
was  fought  at  Corebridge-on-Tyne,  A.D.  918,  between  "the 
Danes  and  the  people  of  Alban,"  in  which  many  of  the  latter 
were  killed,  "  but  neither  their  king  nor  any  of  their  Maormors 
were  slain."  In  that  very  ancient  document,  the  Pictish  Chro- 
nicle, it  is  stated,  that,  in  the  year  after  the  battle  of  Brunan- 
burgh,  which  was  fought  in  938,  Dubican,  or  Dowbiggin,  son 
of  uie  Maormor  of  Angus,  died ;  and,  under  this  designation, 
and  in  addition,  we  have  the  Maormors  of  Atholl,  Buclian,  and 
Moray;  and  that  these  Maormors,  were,  while  in  office,  the 
provincial  king.  The  office  conferred  powers,  which  he,  the 
Maormor,  otherwise  had  no  right  to;  but  such  an  office  was 
not  considered  as  unworthy  of  being  held  by  the  richest  nobles 
in  Scotland,  who  often  rendered  but  shght  obedience  to  the 
Ardr-righy  or  supreme  king  of  the  ancient  GaeLf 

In  tne  topography  of  Braemar,  we  find  the  name  of  a  place 
in  Glen  Dee,  referring  to  this  very  ancient  title  which  was  held 
in  remote  ages  by  Caledonian  nobles,  viz.,  that  of  Dalavorar,  in 
Gaelic,  Dail-<i--mhoir-mory  signifying  "  the  fields  of  the  Maor- 
mor," or  the  place  where  the  Maormor  of  Atholl,  or  his  deputy, 
had  his  residence ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  united  parishes 
of  Crathie  and  Braemar  have  been  originally  king's  forests, 
and,  along  with  the  forests  of  Atholl,  Badenoch,  and  Glenavon, 
constituted  the  principal  part  of  the  great  Caledonian  forest 
In  proof  of  which,  in  the  deep  peat  mosses  within  this  ex- 
tensive range  of  country  whieii  occupies  the  central  Alpine 
|)art3  of  Scotland,  there  ai-e  still  to  be  found  the  remains  of 

*  statutes  of  Alexander  II.,  Cap.  15,  Sec.  3. 
+  Kobertson'a  Gaelic  Topr)grai'hy,  pp.  32,  33. 
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large  txees,  where  not  a  tree  is  now  to  be  seen,  aflEbrding  tlie 
most  undoubted  proof  that  the  whole  country  had  formerly 
been  covered  with  wood. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  letters  of  Balliory 
were  granted  by  the  sovereigns,  be^ning  with  one  from  James 
IV.,  in  1498.  but  previous  to  this  Commissions  of  Forestry 
had  been  granted  to  various  parties  by  the  Earl  of  Argyll  as 
principal  Forester  "  of  the  haiU  forests  of  the  realme  of  Scot- 
land." In  1613,  his  said  Majesty,  James  the  fourth,  "  out  of  his 
certaine  knowledge  and  proper  motive,  renounced  to  William, 
brother  to  the  deceased  George,  Earl  of  Rothes,  and  his  heirs, 
certain  lands  and  baronies  in  fee  and  heritage  for  ever ;  and, 
with  free  forest  where  woods  and  trees  are,  giving  therefore, 
yearly,  a  suit  to  the  three  head  courts  of  the  shires  of  Fife, 
Perth,  Forfar,  Aberdeen,  and  Elgin,  which  document  is  dated, 
Edinburgh,  the  14th  July,  1513.'^ 

About  the  year  1568,  at  the  close  of  Queen  Mary's  rei^, 
John,  Earl  of  Mar,  acquired  the  lands  of  Braemar,  and  while 
acting  as  Regent  under  the  reign  of  King  James  VI.,  he  granted 
a  commission  to  Sir  Colin  Campbell  of  Bocquhane,  Lord  of 
Lome,  which  is  dated  "  Leith,  21st  June,  1572,  to  pursue  and 
apprehend  divers  persons  within  the  bounds  of  Morav,  who 
were  guilty  of  theft,  manslaughter,  murder,  and  other  hateful 
and  horrible  crimes ;  and  to  cause  justice  to  be  done  upon  them 
by  execution  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
transgression."  Among  these  were  the  Shaws  of  Rothiemurcus, 
on  the  Spey,  John  Schaw  of  Trumpan  (Watemish,in  Skye),  and 
Donald  Scnaw,  in  Harris,  for  all  their  kind  and  surname  of 
Schaw  within  the  bounds  of  Inch-na-gaull,  or  "  the  island  of 
the  strangers."  In  a  bond  between  the  Earl  of  Mar,  under  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  Donald  Farquharson  of  Cambus-na- 
kist,  which  is  dated  28th  Sept.,  1632,  the  Earl  conveys  to  the 
said  Donald  Farquharson  the  lands  of  Camus-nu^sie,  i.e.,  the 
"  land  near  the  curved  stream  and  stone  coffin,"  in  the  Brae  of 
Mar ;  but  reserves  the  hunting  of  deer  and  roe,  and  stipulates 
for  payment  of  a  feu-duty  of  twelve  merks  (six  shillings  and 
eiffht  pence),  at  his  principal  dwelling  house  in  the  Brae  of  Mar, 
called  the  Castle  of  Kindrocht,  yearly.  Another  remarkable 
document  of  a  much  earlier  date,  we  have  to  notice,  is  that 
of  a  mutual  bond  of  maintenance  entered  into  between  George, 
Earl  of  Huntlv,  and  John  Farquharson  of  Cloak,  and  Tiliy- 
garmont,  for  tne  whole  kin  and  surname  of  Farquharson  on 
the  one  part,  and  the  said  Donald  and  John  Schaw,  the  kins- 
men of  Invercauld,  and  all  their  kind  within  the  bounds  of 
Inch-na-gaull,  on  the  other.     This  bond  narrates  that  "thir 
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sundrye  and  divers  aiges  by  gane  past  memorie  of  man,  baith 
the  saidis  pairteis  hes  throche  the  remotness  of  distance  of 
thair  dwelhng  places,  bein  ignorant  of  witherit  or  of  thair 
friendschipe,  sua  that  the  consanguinite  betwixt  them  till 
now  has  been  altogether  obscure,  and  seeing  the  saidis  pair- 
teis and  freindis  acknowledge  them  selffes  to  be  of  one  blood 
and  to  becum  of  one  stock  and  race ;  so  that  of  all  equitie 
and  conscience  friendschipe  and  amitie  sould  be  keipit  and 
interteinit  amangis  them,  therefore,  they  for  themselves  and 
their  kind  bind  themselves  to  maintain,  succour,  and  defend 
each  other  in  all  honest  and  reasonable  causes.  The  bond  is 
dated  at  the  Kirk  of  Kindrocht  (Braemar),  8th  of  August,  1625, 
and  is  subscribed  by  John  and  Donald  Farquharson,  and  by  a 
notary  for  Donald  and  John  Schaw,  who  declare  that  they 
cannot  write.  The  witnesses  are  Robert  Farquharson  of  Fin- 
zeane,  Paul  Makquein  of  Raik,  Robert  Farquharson,  Appearand 
of  Cloak,  and  Alexander  Farquharson  of  Tome. 

John,  Earl  of  Mar,  issued  a  commission  to  John  Erskine  of 
Pittodrie,  John  Farquharson  of  Invercauld,  and  Robert  Far- 
quharson of  Aberarder,  to  be  his  baillies  within  the  bounds  of 
Strathdee,  Braemar,  Glengarden  and  Cromar,  which  is  dated 
StirUng,  4th  April,  1635. 

In  the  year  1640,  the  Earl  of  Argyll  received  from  a  Com- 
mittee of  Parliament,  a  commission  against  the  Earl  of  AthoU, 
Lord  Ogilvie,  and  the  Farquharsons  m  the  Braes  of  Mar,  by 
which  he  was  authorised  to  piu^ue  them  in  every  hostile 
manner,  with  fire  and  sword,  until  he  brought  them  to  their 
duty,  or  utterly  subdued  them  and  rooted  them  out  of  the 
country.  To  this  sanguinary  commission,  the  first  name 
appended  is  that  of  James,  Earl,  afterwards  Marquis  of  Montrose, 
and  the  second  that  of  General  Alexander  Leslie,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Leven,  who,  as  Generalissimo  of  the  Scottish  army, 
signed  it  as  a  special  consenter.  The  other  names  include 
those  of  the  well-known  Covenanters,  the  Earls  of  Rothes  and 
Cassilis,  the  Lords  Balfour  of  Burehly,  and  Napier  of  Merchis- 
ton,  and  Sir'  Thomas  Hope,  Lord- Advocate. 

In  this  expedition  Argyll  was  more  successful  than  Montrose, 
who,  a  short  time  before,  had  received  a  similar  commission  ; 
but  was  unable  to  take  the  Castle  of  Airlie,  a  place  of  great 
strength.  The  Earl  of  Argyll  pitched  his  camp  at  Airlie,  and 
sent  a  letter  to  the  laird  of  mverquharity,  whom  he  threatened 
for  concealing  Lord  Ogilvie,  his  kinsman  and  neighbour. 
Argyll  led  suwi  a  force  against  Lord  Ogilvie  as  obliged  him  to 
retire,  and  then  demolished  the  castles  of  AirUe  and  Forthar 
(an  injury  the  family  of  Airlie  did  not  fail  to  resent),  and  this 
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expedition  gave  rise  to  the  popular  ballad  on  the  "  Bonnie 
House  of  Airlie." 

About  the  year  1648,  Grigor  M^Griffor,  in  Gawlerge,  came 
under  an  obligation,  that  in  respect  ne  had  received  from 
Robert  Farquharson  of  Invercauld,  baillie  to  the  Earl  of  Mar, 
the  persons  of  Donald  M*Lauchlane  vie  Roy,  and  Duncan  bane 
M^Koilly  vie  Ian  vie  Aulay,  *'  Servitors  to  Alexander  McDonald 
of  Keppoch,"  who  had  been  captured  within  the  "  chemmies*' 
or  bounds  of  Kandrochat ;  therefore  if  either  of  these  prisoners 
should  do  anything  prejudicial  or  hurtful  to  any  person  dwell- 
ing above  Culbleen,  in  their  persons,  goods,  or  geir,  the  said 
Grigor  M'Grigor  should  be  bound  to  present  them  within  the 
^id"ch^i^er  or  castle  of  Kandrochat,  on  fifteen  days  warning, 
under  a  penalty. 

In  a  letter  dated  Alloa,  April  17, 1651,  Lord  Erskine  informs 
Robert  Farquharson  of  Invercauld,  that  he  intends  to  come 
north  and  levy  all  such  of  his  father's  friends  and  followers  as 
should  be  willing,  a7id  force  those  who  should  he  unwilli/iig,  to 
rise  for  the  service  of  the  king.  He  urges  the  laird  to  concur, 
and  states  that  he  has  written  to  Pettodry,  Rothney,  Glenkindie, 
William  of  Inver-ey,  and  Skellator,  and  asked  them  to  be  in 
readiness.  He  adds,  in  a  postscript,  '*  I  have  told  the  King 
ou  are  about  to  do  this  with  all  imaginable  diligence,  and  His 
'ajesty  looks  for  it,  and  an  account  of  it  at  your  hands." 
It  appears  that  the  Privy  Council  of  King  Charles  11.  (by 
letters  dated  15th  July,  1672),  had  bound  Alexander  FarquW- 
son  of  Invercauld,  and  the  tenants  of  his  lands,  and  those  of 
his  name  descended  of  his  family,  wherever  dwelling,  should 
commit  no  murder,  deforcement  of  messengers,  reine,  theft, 
receij)t  of  theft,  open  and  avowed  fire-raising  upon  deadly  feud, 
therefore  ordaining  the  said  Alexander  to  grant  bonds  to  him 
under  such  penalties  as  should  not  in  whole  exceed  the  sum  in 
bond  to  the  rrivy  Council. 

On  the  12th  February,  1685,  tlie  Earl  of  Perth,  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, issued  a  warrant  for  apprehending  John  Farquharson  of 
Inver-ey,  alias  the  "  Black  Colonel,"  and  others  his  followers, 
who  haa  been  outlawed  for  the  murder  of  the  Baron  of  Braikley, 
in  Glenmuick  in  1666,  and  subsequently  continued  for  many 
years  in  their  outlawry,  associating  with  themselves  a  company 
of  thieves,  murderers,  and  somers;  therefore  empowering  James 
Innes,  sergeant,  and  Corporal  Radnoch,  commanding  a  party 
of  troops  at  Kincardine  O'Neil,  to  apprehend  the  said  John 
Farquharson  and  his  accomplices.  The  defence  set  forth  by 
Inver-ey's  friends  for  this  foul  murder,  was  that  he  was  caj)tain 
of  the  watch  for  tlie  time,  and  that  he  and  his  ancestors  had 
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been  in  use  to  go  to  the  market  with  a  like  number  of  men  to 
guard  it,  and  "  it  is  very  weel  knowin  that  the  custome  of  the 
countrey  is  that  people  who  are  goeing  to  the  mercatt  doe  use 
to  gather  and  go  allongst  with  tnat  companie,  which  they  see 
are  numerous,  either  for  their  own  securitie  or  kyndness  for 
the  persones  with  whom  they  goe,"  and  moreover,  "  it  is  the 
custome  of  that  mountainous  coimtrey  to  go  with  armes, 
especiallie  at  mercatts."  Further,  in  the  "  Memorandum  for 
Jonn  Farquharson  of  Inver-ey,  and  others,  24th  January,  1677," 
eleven  years  after  the  murder  of  BraiMey,  it  is  set  forth  that 
John  drordon  of  Braikley  having  bought  from  the  sheriff  of 
Aberdeen,  the  fines  exigible  from  Inver-ey  and  others,  for  killing 
black-fish,  the  said  Braikley  made  friendly  arrangement  with 
others,  but  declined  to  settle  with  Inver-ey;  whereupon  the 
latter,  being  upon  his  way  to  the  market  at  TuUich,  sent  Mr. 
John  Ferguson,  minister  at  Glenmuick,  John  M'Hardy  of 
Crathie,  a  notary,  and  Duncan  Erskine,  portioner  of  Inver- 
gelder,  to  the  Laird  of  Braikley,  with  the  view  of  representing 
to  him  that  Inver-ey  and  his  tenants  were  willing  to  settle  their 
fines  on  the  same  terms  as  their  neighbours.  These  proposals 
were  received  by  Braikley  with  contempt,  and  during  the  time  of 
their  communing,  he  gathered  his  friends  and  attacked  Inver-ey, 
and  having  "  loused  severall  shotts  "  against  Inver-ey's  party, 
the  return  "  shots  "  of  the  latter  were  in  self  defence.  The 
result  was  that  the  Laird  of  Braikley,  with  his  brother  William, 
and  their  cousin,  James  Gordon,  in  Cults,  were  killed  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other,  Robert  M'William,  in  Inver-ev,  John 
M*Kenzie,  some  time  there,  and  Malcom  Gordon,  the  elder.* 

The  contemporary  account  given  in  the  same  historical 
papers,  by  the  son  of  the  murdered  Laird  of  Braikley,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Huntly  as  one  of  his  friends,  which  is  to  the  effect 
that  Inver-ey  had  convoked  his  people  to  revenge  himself 
on  Braikley  for  putting  the  law  in  execution ;  that  he  came 
to  the  house  of  Braikley,  and  required  the  laird  to  restore  his 
cattle  which  had  been  poinded ;  and  that  although  the  laird 
gave  a  fair  answer,  yet  the  Farquharsons,  with  the  view  of 

*  About  a  mile  above  Mar  Lodce,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Dee,  is  61en-ey, 
and  the  Clachans  of  Muckle  and  Little  Inver-ey.  Two  miles  up  in  the  glen  the 
Farquharson  Caterans  had  their  castle,  a  small  part  of  which  is  stiU  standing  ; 
and  nere  also  there  is  a  tree,  on  which  one  of  tnese  caterans  was  handed ;  and 
which  tree,  heprophesied,  would  remain  when  there  was  not  a  Farqunarson  in 
Invercauld.  Tiie  Inver-ey  Farquharsons  are  said  to  have  lived  by  plundering 
the  Lowland  country-folks  of  their  cows,  sheep,  and  other  cattle,  which  they 
drove  up  here,  where  they  knew  the  Lowlanders  could  not  with  safety  follow 
them.  Ab  long  as  the  cows  lasted  they  remained  quiet,  but  when  those  were 
done  they  set  out  on  another  plundering  expeilition. —Brown's  Deeside  Guide, 
Aberdeen,  Lewis  Smith,  1869. 
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drawing  him  out  his  house,  drove  away,  not  only  the  poinded 
cattle,  but  also  Braikley's  own  cattle ;  and  when  the  latter  was 
thus  forced  to  come  out  of  his  house,  the  Farquharsons  fell  on 
him  and  murdered  him  and  his  brother. 

This  tragic  affair  is  commemorated  in  a  local  ballad  called 
the  "  Baron  of  Braikley,"  which  will  be  ^ven  in  our  history  of 
Glenmuick ;  here  we  shall  only  pve  a  few  lines,  showing  the 
unwillingness  of  Braikley  to  begm  the  fray  until  goaded  on  by 
the  taunts  of  his  own  wife  : — 

"  She  called  on  her  maidens  and  bade  them  come  on  ; 
Tak*  a'  your  Focka,  lasses,  we  will  them  conmian', 
We'U  fecht  them,  and  shortly  the  cowards  will  fly, 
So  come  forth,  my  maidens,  and  torn  back  the  kye,** 

Although  the  clan  of  Farquharson  had  long  been  settled  in 
the  Brae  of  Mar,  it  was  not  until  the  time  of  Charles  I.  that 
the  over-lords  began  to  grant  titles  or  charters  to  their  vassals, 
among  the  earliest  being  that  of  Camusnakist  (1632),  before 
mentioned.  But  besides  paying  suit  at  the  head  courts  at 
Kindrocht,  the  vassal  was  oound  to  attend  any  courts  which 
might  be  called  for  sitting  in  judgment  on  those  who  should 
hunt  for  deer  without  leave,  or  should  steal  or  put  away  hawks 
or  hawk-nests  within  the  bounds  of  Mar.  The  penalties  for  so 
doing,  or  cutting  or  destroying  wood,  consisted  m  payments  of 
marts.  Provision  being  made,  that  if  "  it  sail  happen  at  the 
tyme  of  the  hunting  of  the  fox,  wolfe,  or  any  other  ravenous 
or  destroying  beastis,  to  slay  any  raes,"  in  tnat  case  no  fioe 
shall  be  exacted.  The  vassals  were  also  bound  to  give  personal 
attendance  on  the  superior  with  eight  followers  from  each 
davoch  of  land,  with  their  dogs  and  hounds,  at  all  his  huntings 
within  the  bounds  of  Mar,  "  and  sail  cans  big  and  put  up  our 
lonmihards  (shielings)  for  the  hunting,  and  sail  make  and  put 
fortn  tinchdla  at  the  samen,  according  to  use  and  wont."  They 
were  also  bound  to  attend  all  his  nestings  upon  their  own 
charges,  and  attend  his  baillie  at  all  general  musters  and 
"  weapon  schawings  "  within  the  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen. 

From  time  immemorial,  the  wilds  of  Braemar  and  Glen  Deehad 
been  the  resort  of  the  Scottish  sovereigns  (as  it  is  now  the  sum- 
mer residence  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain),  for  the  purpose  of 
sport.  The  great  gatherings  of  the  Earls  of  Mar  were  quite  on 
a  regal  scale ;  and  the  arrangements  about  deer  and  hawks 
show  that  the  securing  of  a  large  revenue  was  less  in  view  than 
the  obtaining  of  a  strong  array  of  followers  with  a  well  pro- 
tected hunting  ground. 

On  the  26tn  September,  1705,  a  summons,  at  the  instance  of 
Kenneth  M'Kenzie  of  Balmore,  in  Glen  Feardar,  was  taken  out 
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against  John  Farquharson  of  Invercauld  and  others,  who,  with 
a  concourse  of  about  400  men,  had  risen  to  prevent  him  from 
"  driving  the  forest,"  according  to  the  usual  custom,  "  the  said 
Invercauld  himself  being  on  tneir  head  playing  the  bagpipes." 

In  the  year  1618,  John  Taylor,  the  water  poet,  was  present 
at  one  of  these  great  huntings.  From  his  description,  which 
we  append,*  we  find  that  the  lonqufuirds,  which  the  vassals  of 
the  Earl  were  bound  to  erect  at  huntings,  were  temporary 
shielings  or  huts,  for  the  accommodation  of  those  engaged  in 
the  sport,  the  remains  of  which  are  now  miscalled  the  ancient 
abodes  of,  evicted  Highlanders. 

In  the  manuscripts  of  Colonel  Farquharson  of  Invercauld, 
there  is  a  letter  from  jthe  laird  to  the  heritors  of  the  five  parishes 
of  Cromar,  with  those  of  Aboyue,  Glentanar,  and  Birse,  request- 
ing them  to  meet  him  at  Tarland,  and  consult  for  taking 
measures  for  protecting  the  country  from  lawless  men,  dated 
Aberdeen,  26th  May,  1741 ;  and  an  obligation  by  Evan  MTher- 
son  of  Clunie,  and  several  heritors  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Grampian  hills,  whereby  the  Laird  of  Clunie  agrees  to  maintain 
a  sufficient  watch  for  preserving  the  cattle  of  the  said  heritors 
and  their  tenants,  or  recovering  them  if  stolen,  beginning  on 
22nd  May,  1744.  And  also  copy,  proposals  by  Lieut.  General 
Blakney,  commanding  His  Majestv's  forces  in  North  Britain, 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  for  stationing  men 
in  various  districts  for  protecting  the  country,  and  preventing 
devastations  from  the  Highlands,  dated,  Aberdeen,  15th  Oct., 

•  (( >p^^  manner  of  hunting/*  says  Taylor,  "  is  this  :  five  or  six  hundred  men  doe 
rise  earl^  in  the  morning,  and  they  doe  disperse  themselves  diverse  wayes,  and 
seven,  eight,  or  ten  miles  compasse,  they  doe  bring  or  chase  in  the  deer  in  many 
hoards  (two, three,  or  four  hundred  in  a  heard),  to  such  and  such  a  place  as  the 
noblemen  shall  appoint  them  ;  then  when  they  day  is  come,  the  lords  and  gentle- 
men of  their  companies  doe  ride  or  ^oe  to  the  said  places,  sometimes  wading  up  to 
the  middles,  through  bournes  and  nvers  ;  and  then  they  being  come  to  the  puu^e 
doe  lie  down  on  the  ground  till  those  foresaid  scouts,  which  are  called  TinckheUf 
doe  brinff  down  the  deer ;  but  as  the  proverb  says  of  a  bad  cooke,  so  these 
Tinckhetimen  doe  lick  their  own  fingers  ;  for  besides  their  bowes  and  arrowes, 
which  they  carry  with  them,  wee  can  heare  now  and  then  a  harquebuse  or  a 
musquet  goe  off,  which  doe  seldom  discharge  in  vaine ;  then  after  we  have 
staved  th^e  hours  or  thereabouts,  we  might  perceive  the  deer  appeu^  on  the 
hills  round  about  us  (their  heads  makinff  a  snow  like  a  wood),  which  being 
followed  close  by  the  Tinekhellf  are  chased  down  into  the  valley  where  we  lay  ; 
then  all  the  valley  on  each  side  being  waylaid  with  a  hundred  couple  of  strong 
Irish  grey-hounds,  they  are  let  loose  as  occasion  serves  upon  the  heard  of  deere, 
that  with  dogs,  gunnes,  arrows,  durks,  and  daggers,  in  tne  space  of  two  hourv, 
fourscore  fat  deere  were  slaine,  which  after  are  disposed  of  some  one  way  some 
another,  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  more  than  enough  left  for  us  to  make  merry 
with  all  at  our  rendevouze.  Beintf  come  to  our  lodgings,  there  was  such  baking, 
boyling,  resting,  and  stewing,  as  if  Cook  Ruffian  hwi  Men  there  to  have  scald^ 
the  devil  in  his  feathers."—  Fourth  Report,  Royal  Commission  on  Historical 
Manuscripts,  1874. 
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1747.  Among  other  miscellaneous  papers,  there  is  one  in  Gaelic 
with  the  fouowinjf  contemporary  translation  : — "  Hearken, 
Highlandmen !  This  is  to  make  known  to  all  the  Highland 
clans,  that  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Britain  have  put  an  end 
for  ever  to  the  Act  against  the  Highland  dress,  handed  down 
to  the  people  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  year  1746. 
This  cannot  but  give  pleasure  to  everv  Highland  heart,  as  ye 
are  no  longer  bound  to  the  womanly  dress  of  the  Lowlajiders. 
This  is  to  publish  to  every  man,  young  and  old,  high  and  low, 
that  they^may,  after  this  (for  the  iuture),  put  on  and  wear  trues, 
philibeg,  short  coat,  and  hose,  and  belted  plaid,  without  fear  of 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom  and  notice  of  enemies." 

Thus  far  have  we  traced  the  history  of  Braemar,  into  the  18th 
centurv,  and  given  a  brief  account  of  the  civil  discord  which 
for  a  long  time  reigned  amongst  the  turbulent  and  lawless 
leaders  under  weak  governments;  and  northern  chiefs  who 
arrayed  clan  against  clan  for  spoliation  and  bloodshed,  who 
often,  like 

*'  A  band  of  fierce  barbarutng  from  the  hills 
Rushed  like  a  torrent  down  upon  the  Tales.*' 

Till  early  in  this  century,  the  cause  of  the  Stuart  family  ob- 
tained a  host  of  adherents  in  the  wilds  of  upper  Dee,  when 
John  Erskine,  39th  Earl  of  Mar  erected  the  standard  of  rebellion 
at  Castletown,  in  1715,  and  there  unfurled  the  banner  of  the 
Chevalier  St  George,*  and  proclaimed  him  Kin^  James  ^^II., 
soon  after  he  had  spent  a  (my  at  a  deer  hunt  with  his  friends 
in  Glentanar,  others  say  in  Glenlivat 

In   1745-6,   Farquharson    of   Monaltrief  commanded   the 

*  The  banner  is  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  Countess  of  Mar  (Frauc>e8, 
daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Kingston),  and  was  of  a  gor^us  blue  colour,  having 
on  one  side  the  arms  of  Scotland,  richly  embroidered  m  gold,  and  on  the  other 
the  thistle,  with  these  words,  "'  No  Union,''  and  on  the  top  the  ancient  motto, 
"  Nemo  me  impune  lacessit."  Two  pendants  of  white  ribbons  were  attached  to 
the  standard,  on  one  which  was  written,  "For  our  King  and  oppressed  Country," 
and  on  the  other,  **  For  our  Lives  and  Liberties."  In  this  hour  of  triumph  an 
incident  occurred  which  is  said  to  have  damped  the  spirits  of  the  lliKhlanders, 
who  are  ever  ready  to  rise  against  anything  which  tended  to  quench  uieir  spirit 
of  freedom  and  independence.  The  gilt  luill  which  topped  the  standard  fedl  to 
the  ground,  as  they  thought  an  evil  omen  forbode  the  course  they  were  that 
day  engaged  in.  The  knoU  or  mound  where  the  standard  was  raised  is  on  the 
south- east  side  of  the  road,  within  a  few  ^ards  of  the  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel. 
— Brown's  Deeside  Guide,  Aberdeen,  Lewis  Smith,  1869. 

+  "  I  cannot  pass  over  this  article  of  improvement,"  says  the  Rev.  Charles 
M 'Hardy,  the  author  of  the  Statistical  Account  of  the  parish,  1795,  **  in  justice 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Farauharson  of  Monaltry,  without  mentioning 
how  much  the  public  in  general,  and  this  country  in  particular,  are  indebted  to 
his  disinterested  and  spirited  exertions.  That  eentleman,  with  a  laudable  spirit 
of  patriotism,  was  the  first  person  who  undertook  (and)  made  roads  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, which  he  carried  on  with  exertion,  and  at  a  great  expense,  to  a  consider- 
a>)le  extent,  for  several  years  before  the  1745.     Having,  however,  unfortunately 
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"  Aboyne  battalion,"  beating  the  Macleods  at  Inverurie ;  and 
"  in  the  fierce  onslaught  at  Culloden,  cut  through  Burrers  Blue;" 
but  few  of  them  returned  from  that  eventful  field,  and  all  are 
now  beyond  the  din  of  war. 

On  tne  13th  May,  1747,  a  court  of  the  Barony  of  Invercauld 
was  held  at  Inver  of  Aberarder,  by  Finla  Farquharson  of  Roch- 
alie,  bailUe,  finding  that  Francis  Farquharson,  apparent  heir  to 
the  lands  of  Monaitrie,  having  been  convicted  of  high  treason, 
had  lost  his  rights  to  said  lands,  and  that  John  Farquharson 
of  Invercauld,  as  superior  thereof,  was  now  entitled  to  possession 
of  them. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  the  lands  of  Monaitrie  belonged 
to  the  Earl  of  Mar ;  but  about  the  latter  part  of  her  reign,  they 
were  excambed  with  the  Farquharsons'  lands  of  Castletown, 
and  soon  after  the  Earl  had  acquired  the  property,  he  built  the 
castle,  and  it  was  made  a  garrison  for  troops  to  keep  the  country 
in  awe;  but  this  step  had  not  the  desired  effect.  The  in- 
habitants holding  difierent  opinions  at  the  time,  besieged  the 
garrison,  and  obliged  the  troops  to  retire  under  the  silence  of 
the  night,  in  order  to  save  their  lives,  and  themselves  from  such 
troublesome  neighbours,  the  castle  was  then  burnt.  It  remained 
in  this  state  till  1715,  when  the  Mar  estates  were  forfeited.  In 
1720,  government  sold  the  whole  of  the  Mar  estates  to  Lords 
Dun  and  Grange ;  and  about  the  year  1730,  they  were  resold 
to  Lord  Fife  and  Invercauld ;  John  Farquharson  having  pur- 
chased the  lands  of  Castletown.  In  1748,  Invercauld  granted 
a  lease  of  the  Castle  of  Braemar  to  government  for  99  years, 
with  14  acres  of  land  around  it,  for  £14  sterling  of  yearly  rent. 
The  castle  was  then  repaired  or  rebuilt,  and  a  rampart  built 
around  it,  and  for  some  years  afterwards  it  was  occupied  by 
troops. 

The  prospects  of  the  Highland  chiefs  at  the  opening  of  the 
18th  century  were  of  the  gloomiest  description.  "  They  were 
surrounded  by  an  indolent  starving  crowd  of  tenants,  for  whom 
they  could  fiind  neither  work,  money,  or  victuals,  and  whose 
services,  in  the  only  employment  they  were  willing  to  engage 
in  (cattle-lifting  and  clan-raids),  the  government  had  declared 

engaged  in  the  Rebellion,  and  beinff  kept  a  priaoner  for  18  yean  in  En^^land,  the 
ooontry  was  during  that  period  deprived  of^  his  aervicee.  On  obtaining  his 
Uberty,  he  immediately  resumed  his  public  spirited  improvements,  wherever  he 
had  any  influence,  but  chiefly  in  the  five  parishes  of  Braemar,  Crathy,  Glenmuick, 
TuUich,  and  Glenffarden  (which,  indee<f,  form  a  separate  and  distinct  district  of 
the  country) ;  and  from  that  time  till  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  year  1790, 
he  continued,  with  unremitting  attention,  and  at  a  great  expense,  to  forward 
the  building  of  new,  and  the  repairing  of  old  bridges,  the  making  of  new,  and 
repairing  former  roads ;  in  whicn  he  was  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Farquharson 
of  Invercauld." 
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to  be  a  capital  oflfence,  and  was  sufficiently  powerful  to  carrj- 
the  threat  into  execution  on  both  chief  ana  follower.  Matters 
had  come  to  a  crisis  at  the  accession  of  George  I.,  and  the 
rebellion  of  the  Earl  of  Mar  was  felt  to  be  a  positive  relief  by 
many  a  chieftain  who  was  at  his  wits  end  what  to  do  with  his 
people.  The  Earl  of  Mar  (being  only  an  over-lord),  had  no 
claims  on  the  obedience  of  those  who  flocked  around  him  (to 
unfurl  a  banner  for  "our  oppressed  country,"  and  "for  our 
liberties  "),  in  his  rash  enterprise.  He  was  without  Highland 
connection,  or  following  of  nis  own ;  he  was,  indeed,  more  of 
the  Lowland  gentleman  than  the  Highland  potentate,  and  had 
been  in  the  service  of  a  sovereim  who  had  kept  the  legitimate 
exile  from  his  divine  right  as  the  Highlanders  believed,  yet  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  to  take  up 
arms  under  him."* 

In  1715,  the  Earl  of  Mar  was  able,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  to  raise  an  army  of  10,000  half-starved,  and  of  course 
discontented  Highlanders,  who  eagerly  embraced  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  bread  and  employment,  such  as  both  wera 
After  this  rising  of  Mar,  and  its  failure,  and  during  the  30 
succeeding  years,  most  of  the  Highland  chiefs  turned  their 
attention  to  other  and  more  peaceful  means  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  the  pressure  of  a  surplus  population,  which  was  felt 
all  over  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  especially  where  the  produce 
of  the  soU  is  seldom  sufficient  to  supply  the  inhabitants  wiUi 
food. 

The  period  between  Sheriffinuir  and  CuUoden,  required 
vigorous  action  on  the  part  of  the  government ;  and  to  change 
the  dispositions  of  a  race  of  men  who  had  long  been  accustomed 
to  follow  a  life  of  defiance  to  the  law,  necessitated  a  continuance 
of  this  action  for  a  number  of  years.  During  this  period,  the 
Highlands  experienced  all  the  evils  of  a  transitionary  state. 
"  The  magistrates  enforced  the  law  with  much  rigour,  and  those 
against  wnom  the  laws  were  directed,  esteemed  it  patriotic  to 
resist  their  action  as  far  as  was  in  their  power,  and  to  resent  it 
as  they  had  formerly  been  accustomed  to  resent  private  injuries 
done  to  them." 

In  the  rebellion  of  1745,  300  Farquharsons  from  Upper  Dee- 
side,  joined  the  Mackintoshes,  under  Lady  (Colonel  Anne) 
Mackintosh,  at  Moy  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Invercauld^s ;  Monaltrie 
led  500  men,  and  200  joined  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  ;  but  during 
the  whole  period  of  Prince  Charles  Stuart's  campaign,  his  force 

*  Deeside  Tales,  or  sketches  of  men  and  manners  amongst  the  peasantry  of 
Upper  Deeside,  1745.  By  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Miohie,  schoohnaster,  LogieColdstone. 
— Aberdeen,  John  Adam,  1872. 
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never  exceeded  7,000  men,  who  were  completely  routed  on 
Culloden  Moor ;  the  two  chief  leaders  of  the  Braemar  clans 
being  Gordon  of  Glenbucket,  and  Farquharson  of  Monaltrie.  . 
The  former,  after  many  hair-breadth  escapes,  to  elude  his  pur- 
suers, escaped  to  Sweden ;  and  the  latter,  after  escaping  from 
Newgate,  lay  concealed  in  Doncaster  till  the  Act  of  grace 
relieved  him  of  a  second  compulsory  visit  to  London,  and  en- 
abled him  to  return  to  his  native  glen,  a  wiser  and  better  man, 
but  only  to  find — 

"  The  blackness  of  ashes  where  his  mansion  had  stood." 

After  CuUoden,  martial  law  was  proclaimed,  followed  by  an 
Act  abrogating  the  jurisdiction  of  Highland' chiefs,  the  people 
were  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  their  own  resources,  provide  tor 
themselves,  and  contribute  something  to  support  their  former 
chiefs.  And,  as  truly  said  by  the  author  ot  Deeside  Tales — 
"  Some  few,  both  high  and  low,  mostly  the  former,  had  to  escape 
for  their  lives ;  others,  from  the  wreck  of  their  fortunes,  were 
compelled  by  destitution  to  emigrate  to  the  colonies,  but  there 
was  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  to  drive  them  away." 
Monaltrie  being  a  man  well  versea  in  the  arts  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  those  of  war,  "  he  lived  not  only  to  repair  his  loss,  but 
greatly  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  property  oy  judicious  im- 
provements, and  died  in  peace  an  old  and  much  respected 
man."  The  Farquharsons  of  Balmoral,  Auchindryne,  and 
Inver-ey,  "  though  they  succeeded  in  concealing  themselves  in 
their  native  mountains  till  the  Act  of  grace  was  passed,  they 
never  were  able  fully  to  recover  from  the  shock  their  fortunes 
had  received." 

Under  the  mild  sway  of  the  Georgian  race  of  kings,  the 
country  prospered ;  and,  about  100  years  after,  CuUoden  was 
forgotten,  internal  feuds  had  ceased.  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty,  Victoria  I.,  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  His 
Koyal  Highness,  the  Prince  Consort,  and  the  Royal  Family, 
took  up  their  residence  at  Balmoral,  in  the  midst  of  a  tribe  not  , 
very  remotely  descended  from  those  who  fought  for  the  de- 
thronement of  her  forefathers.  On  the  7th  September,  1848, 
Her  Majesty,  the  Prince,  and  suite  arrived  from  London,  in  the 
royal  yacht  Victoria  and  Albert,  and  lay  in  that  not  very  cleanly 
pool,  the  Victoria  Dock  at  Aberdeen,  one  whole  day  and  night. 
Having  been  piloted  by  the  superior  seamanship  of  an  Aberdeen 
skipper,*  12  nours  sooner  than  what  was  until  then  unknown 
to  be  the  superior  steaming  power  of  the  yacht.     The  Deeside 

*  The  late  Captain  John  Cai|;ill,  who  commanded  the  City  of  London,  an 
Aberdeen  steam  transport  ship,  m  the  fearful  storm  in  Balaclava  bay,  on  the 
14th  November,  1854. 
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Guide  says — "  Although  little  warning  was  given  of  the  time 
Her  Majesty  would  land  and  begin  her  journey,  the  road  was 
literally  a  line  of  triumphal  arches  of  various  construction, 
richly  ornamented  with  flowers  and  evergreens — ^beautiful  to 
behold !  and  it  was  said  by  some  of  the  attendants  that  Her 
Majesty  was  ratified  to  the  full  as  much  by  the  reception  she 
met  with  on  her  way  to  Balmoral,  as  she  had  been  in  any  for- 
mer progress  through  her  dominions." 

In  1848,  His  Royal  Highness,  the  late  Prince  Consort,  pur- 
chased from  the  trustees  of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Gordon,  the 
reversion  of  the  lease  of  Balmoral;  and  a  few  years  after, 
H  R.  H.  purchased  the  estate  from  the  "  Kfe  Trustees,"  for 
£31,500.  The  Prince  Consort  had  purchased  a  lease  of  40  years 
of  the  adjoining  property  of  Abergeldie  before  his  death,  and 
bequeathed  it  to  Her  Majesty.  It  extends  from  the  Dee  to  the 
summit  of  Loch-na-gar,  and  has  the  property  of  Balmoral  on  the 
west,  with  Birkhall,  in  Glenmuick,  on  the  east,  and  the  whole 
has  a  river  frontage  to  the  Dee  of  about  11  miles,  following  the 
windings  of  the  stream.  The  Palace  of  Balmoral  is  valued  at 
£310,  a-year,  and  the  whole  estate,  including  the  palace,  at 
£762  9s.  The  house,  or  castle  of  Abergeldie,  the  residence  of 
H.  R  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  valued  at  £100,  and  the  whole 
estate  of  Abergeldie  in  this  parish,  at  £1,163  17s.  Sd.  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  holds  in  lease  from  Invercauld,  the  Balloch- 
buie  forest,  and  the  fishing  in  the  Dee,  for  which  Her  Majesty 
pays  £1,270,  a-year ;  H.  R  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  paying  £200 
a-year  for  the  Monaltrie  and  Carn-Moine  shootings,  wnich  lie  to 
the  north  of  the  Dee,  opposite  to  Balmoral 

The  royal  demesnes  m  Crathie  and  Braemar  contains  all  the 
varieties  of  game  common  to  the  Highlands,  "  and  the  Balmoral 
deer  forest  will  bear  comparison  with  any  in  Scotland  of  similar 
extent" 

III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  of  Crathie  "  stands  on  a  stately  eminence  " 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road  ;  after  passing  the  48th  mile 
stone  from  Aberdeen ;  and  the  Manse  stands  betwen  the  road 
and  the  river.  The  Church  is  a  plain  but  elegant  structure, 
and  is  said  to  aftbrd  very  comfortable  accommodation  for  all 
the  parishioners.  It  was  built  in  1806,  and  contains  sittings  for 
about  1,400,  it  being  intended  at  that  time,  that  all  attending 
religious  ordinances  in  the  whole  united  parish  should  bo 
accommodated  there  (once  a-year),  at  the  dispensation  of  the 
Lord's  Supper ;  although  the  ordinary  attendance  does  not  ex- 
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ceed  800.  The  church  is  within  a  mile  of  Glenmuick  parish 
on  the  east,  and  it  is  eight  miles  from  Castletown  of  Braemar ; 
12  J  from  Inver-ey  ;  and  13  miles  from  the  natives  in  the 
top  of  Glen  Cluney.  At  Castletown  there  has  lonff  been  a  Chapel 
of  Ease,  with  a  regularly  ordained  clergyman,  who  is  supported 
by  the  Royal  Bounty.  At  a  recent  ordination  of  a  minister  to  the 
charge,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  saying  that,  "as  their 
ministers  were  very  migratory,  he  hoped  that  the  congfregation 
would  assist  him  in  his  endeavours  to  get  the  parishes  disunited." 
There  is  a  Free  Church  at  Castletown,  and  also  a  Roman  Catholic 
Chapel,  with  a  resident  priest,  and  a  large  congregatioa  The 
Free  Church  people  have  a  preaching  station  and  school  in 
the  Glen  of  Aberarder,  and  a  church  at  Easter  Balmoral  The 
Manse  and  domestic  offices  at  Crathie,  are  valued  at  £25  a  year, 
and  the  Glebe  and  garden,  at  £7.  The  money  stipend  is  £27 
14s.,  and  17  chalders,  half  meal,  half  barley,  total,  in  1837,  £233 
10s.  8d.  The  Manse,  offices,  and  around  at  Castletown  are 
valued  at  £40 ;  the  Free  Church  i&nse,  &c.,  at  £20 ;  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Mjanse  at  £15  a-year. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — 
Robert  Gordon  Foggo,  at  Invercauld,  is  chairman,  James  Aitken, 
Braemar,  clerk  School  rate,  3d  per  £.  No  return  of  schools 
or  scholars  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  Scot- 
land ;  but  we  find  by  the  last  Statistical  Account  of  the  parish, 
1842,  that  there  were  nine  schools  in  the  parish,  and  about  250 
scholars,  of  which  about  40  came  from  the  neidibouring  parish 
of  Glenmuick  and  Glengaim.     Population,  18/1, 1,536. 

General. — The  Braemar  Friendly  Society  was  established  in 
1815,  and  after  being  remodelled  in  1830,  it  was  designated  the 
Braemar  Highland  Societv,  and  latterly  the  Braemar  Royal 
Highland  Society.  The  Society  has  for  its  motto — Clan*  na 
Gaidhul  ri  Oiiaiitan  cheile,  ana  its  funds  are  in  a  prosperous 
state. 

The  Earl  of  Fife,  and  Colonel  Farquharson  of  Invercauld,  are 
joint  patrons.  The  Society  consists  of  two  funds ;  the  ordinary 
fund  IS  entirely  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  widows  and  orphans, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  indigent  members,  the  annual  pay- 
ment for  membership  being  4s.  The  honorary  fimd  is  set  apart 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  athletic  sports,  and  is  supported 
V)y  donations  from  noblemen  and  gentlemen  frequenting  the 
district  during  the  shooting  season.  The  annual  gathermg  is 
always  held  in  the  month  of  August.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
generally  attends  the  "  gathering,"  and  the  presence  of  royalty 
at  the  meeting  usually  attracts  a  large  number  of  those  who 
visit  Deeside,  and  the   Braemar  Highlands,  for  health  and 
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pleasure.  While  the  ancient  spirit  of  Clanship  brings  the  Athol 
highlanders,  and  the  Strathdou  men  to  join  the  Duffs  and  the 
Farquharsons,  '*  all  plaided  and  plumed  in  tartan  array  "  (near 
the  place,  where  the  Earl  of  Mar  hoisted  his  standard  in 
1715,  with  these  words  "  No  Union  "^,  to  do  honour  to  their 
sovereign,  and  for  the  nonce  mingle  m  harmless  amusements, 
with  princes,  peers,  and  commoners,  lawyers,  doctors,  and 
divines,  athlete  s  and  rustics  ;  beside 

"  The  wild  rock  shaped  as  they  had  tarrets  been, 
In  mockery  of  man's  art ;  and  these  withal, 
A  race  of  faces  happy  as  the  scene.'' 


IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

In  our  Civil  History  of  the  parish,  the  most  noted  laymen  have 
been  mentioned,  we  now  have  to  notice  another  class,  viz.,  that 
of  the  clergymen,  and  the  first  of  these  is  the  Rev.  Adam  Fer- 
guson, who  was  minister  of  the  parish  from  1700  to  1710.  He 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Hanoverian  succession ;  and, 
through  his  connections,  had  no  small  influence  with  the 
government.  During  his  incumbency  he  was  on  very  intimate 
terms  with  the  Invercauld  family,  and  exerted  himself  not  a 
little  "  to  win  over  the  laird  to  nis  own  side  of  politics,  but 
finding  his  arguments  unavailing,  he  adopted  stronger  measures, 
the  result  of  which  was,  that  he  roused  the  ire  of  the  chief,  and 
a  serious  rupture  of  friendship  took  place."  Soon  after  this, 
Mr.  Ferguson  was  translated  to  the  parish  of  Logierait,  in 
Perthshire,  and,  in  1724,  his  family  was  increased  by  the  birth 
of  a  son,  Adam,  the  historian,  whose  name  is  too  well  known 
to  require  any  notice  here.  Invercauld  being  then  "  left  to  the 
bent  of  his  own  political  proclivities,"  went  heartily  into  the 
Earl  of  Mar's  insurrection,  and  commanded  Mar*s  own  regiment 
in  the  double  defeat  at  Sheriflinuir,  and  Preston,  at  which  latter 
affair  he  was  taken  prisoner.  "  On  this  becoming  known  to 
Mr.  Ferguson,  he  exerted  all  the  influence  he  could  command 
to  procure  the  pardon  and  freedom  of  his  former  friend,  quite 
forgetting  the  difference  that  had  recently  taken  place  between 
them,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  his  efforts  were  not 
in  vain,  though  he  was  too  proud  to  acquaint  Invercauld  of  the 
obligation  under  which  he  had  thus  placed  him ;  and  it  was 
several  years  before  he  had  discovered  who  had  been  his  friend 
in  need.  '* 

*  "  When  he  did  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it,  he  wrote  a  very  handsome 
lett«r  to  the  minister  of  Logierait,  requesting  him  to  intimate  in  what  way  be 
might  acknowledge  his  obBgation.    Mr.  Feignaoo  replied  that  he  wished  do 
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The  Rev  Murdoch  "McLennan,  minister  of  Crathie,  in  succes- 
sion to  the  Rev.  John  M*Innes,  who  was  minister  of  the  parish  in 
1721,  was  a  man  of  no  mean  literary  attainments.  He  was  an 
Isleman  by  birth,  and  author  of  the  inimitable  historical  ballad 
of  "  SherifFmuir."  Here  we  can  find  space  for  only  a  few 
stanzas — 

"  There's  some  say  that  we  wan. 

Some  say  that  they  wan. 
Some  say  that  nane  wan  at  a\  mafi. ; 

Bnt  one  thing  Fm  sure 

That  at  Shenffinuir 
A  battle  there  vras,  which  I  saw,  man  : 

And  we  ran  and  they  ran,  and  they  ran  and  we  ran. 
And  we  ran  and  they  ran,  awa',  man. 

•  •  «  «  • 

For  Huntly*  and  Sinclair, 

They  both  played  the  tinkler. 
With  consciences  black  as  a  craw,  man. 

Some  Anjzns  and  Fife  men. 

Ran  for  their  life,  man. 
And  ne'er  a  Lot's  wife  there  at  a',  man. 

And  we  ran  and  they  ran,  &c. 


So  there  such  a  race  was. 
As  ne'er  in  that  place  was, 

And  as  little  chase  was  at  a',  man  ; 
Frae  ither  they  ran 
Without  tuck  o'  drum  ; 

They  did  not  make  use  of  a  pa'  man. 
And  we  ran  and  they  ran,  &c. 


The  Rev.  Mr.  M'Lennan  died  in  1783,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson. 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

Aberqeldie  Castle  is  a  fine  old  house  or  castle ;  it  mav  be 
called,  formerly  the  property  of  the  Mowats,  now  of  the  Grordons, 
and  the  place,  no  doubt,  from  its  noble  birch  trees,  is  celebrated 
in  the  well-known  old  Scottish  song — ^The  Birks  o*  Abergeldie. 

laTonr  for  himself,  but  suggested  that  he  might,  if  he  thought  proper,  testify 
his  clemency  of  the  Government  b^  foonding  some  educational  endowment,  or 
bursary,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  of  Crathie.  The  suggestion  was  imme- 
diately acted  on ;  and  the  bene»ction  is  still  administered  by  the  Invercauld 
family,  and  affords  much  valuable  assistance  both  in  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  deservinff  lads  of  the  name  of  Farquharson,  Ferguson,  or  M  'Donald. " 
'Deeside  Tales  by  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Michie. 

•  **  Alexander  (Gordon)  Maro[uis  of  Huntly,  eldest  son  to  the  Duke  of  Gordon, 
who,  according  to  the  usual  pobcy  of  his  country  (of  which  we  meet  with  several 
other  instances),  remained  neutral" — Ritson's  verrion  of  the  ballad,  with  hii- 
torioal  notes. 
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**  fionnie  lM8ie»,  will  ye  go, 
Will  ye  go,  will  ye  go, 
Bonnie  lassie,  will  ye  go. 
To  the  Birks  o'  Aberoddie  ? 
Ye  shftll  flet  a  gown  S  silk, 
A  gown  a  silk,  a  gown  o'  silk. 
Ye  shall  get  a  gown  o'  silk, 
And  a  coat  o'  callimankie." 

**  Na,  kind  sir,  I  dare  na  gang, 
I  dare  na  gano,  I  dare  na  gang, 
Na,  kind  sir,  I  dare  na  gan^ 
My  mammie  will  be  angry  ; 
Sair,  sair  wad  she  flyte. 
Wad  she  flyte,  wad  she  flyte, 
Sair,  sair  wad  she  flyte, 
And  sair  wad  she  ban  me." 

The  romantic  story  of  the  encounter  of  the  Mowats  and  the 
Camerons  of  Brux  gives  an  interest  to  the  early  histonr  of  this 
venerable  building.*  The  castle  has  the  appearance  of  a  house 
built  fully  300  years  ago.  It  has  a  picturesque  character  without 
much  detail,  as  the  study  of  the  builder  seems  to  have  been  to 
make  it  a  commodious  dwelling,  rather  than  an  ornamental 
building. 

Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay  says,  "  The  Grordons  of  Aberceldie  are 
sprung  from  Sir  Alexander  Gordon,  the  first  laird  of  that  name. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Errol,  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons  and  four  daughters.    He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 

*  "  The  tradition  is,  that  to  decide  their  quarrel,  the  parties  agreed  to  meet 
on  the  hill  of  Drumgaudnun,  in  the  parish  of  Kildrummy,  each  to  be  accom- 
panied by  eleven  horsemen  ;  that  the  Laird  of  Abeigeldie,  in  bad  faith,  arrived 
with  a  foot  soldier  behind  each  of  his  party,  and  were  in  this  dis^roportioned  as 
two  to  one  before  the  Camerons  were  aware  of  the  treachery  practised,  and  when 
it  was  too  late  for  them  to  evade  the  unequal  contest,  llie  Camerons  engaged 
with  resolution,  and  were  stimulated  not  only  by  their  feudal  hatred,  but  an 
earnest  desire  to  revenue  the  deceit  so  unwortmly  practised.  This  fight  ter- 
minated the  male  line  of  the  Camerons  of  Brux,  the  laird  being  slain,  leaving  an 
only  daughter,  and  on  the  side  of  Mowat,  his  two  sons,  with  twelve  others, 
were  left  dead  on  the  field*  Catherine  Cameron  of  Brux,  was  surrounded  by 
admirers,  but  feelins  indignation  at  the  treachery  by  which  her  father  had  been 
deprived  of  life,  declared  that  her  hand  should  be  bestowed  on  him  who  sued 
her  favour  after  bavins  slain  the  Laird  of  Abeigeldie.  It  is  related  that  a 
rivalry  existed  in  the  family  of  Lord  Forbes,  and  that  each  of  his  four  sons 
sought  to  gain  her  affections,  but  UDon  her  declaration  being  made  known, 
Alexander,  or  Alaster  Cam,  alone  aetermined  to  gain  the  prize.  With  this 
intent,  he  challenged  Mowat  to  meet  him  at  Badenyon,  in  the  pariah  of  Glen- 
bucket,  where  they  assembled,  in  command  of  about  an  equal  number  of  clans- 
men and  retainers.  Alexander  Forbes  addressed  his  adversary,  and  proposed  a 
single  combat  to  terminate  their  differences  without  the  great  loss  of  blood, 
which  a  general  engaeement  of  the  parties  would  inevitably  produce  ;  to  this 
proposal  the  fienr  and  reckless  Mowat  assented,  and  the  comoatants  closed  in 
deadly  strife.  The  result  was  for  some  time  doubtful,  but  at  length  the  Laird 
of  AMtigeldie  fell  mortallv  wounded,  and  his  young  and  gallant  opponent  re- 
turned to  Kildrummy  to  claim  his  bride,  and  having  married  Catherine  Cameron, 
became  the  ancestor  of  the  Forbeses  of  Brux." 
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son  George,  who  married  Grizel,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Buchan ; 
their  son  Alexander  succeeded,  and  married  Janet,  heiress  of 
Leith  of  Bams,  in  Premnay,  and  widow  of  the  Laird  of  Meldrum, 
and  had  three  sons ;  of  these,  Alexander,  became  the  fourth 
laird ;  he  married  a  daughter  of  Irvine  of  Drum,  and  had  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters ;  their  fourth  son  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Balrinnes  in   1594.     The  eldest  son, 
Alexander,  became  the  fifth  Laird  of  Abergeldie,  and  died  with- 
out issue.     His  brother  William  succeeded;   he  married  the 
daughter  of  Andrew,  Lord  Gray,  and  he  had  five  sons  and  two 
daughters.    The  sixth  laird  died  in  1630,  when  his  eldest  son, 
Alexander,  became  the  seventh  laird.     John,  the  eighth  laird, 
married  a  daughter  of  Rose  of  Balravock ;  but  having  no  family, 
the  representation  devolved  upon  his  sister  Rachel,  who  married 
Captain  Charles  Gordon,  son  of  Peter  Gordon  of  Minmore,  in 
Glenlivat,  by  whom  she  had  Peter,  who  succeeded  to  Abergeldia 
Peter  Gordon  married,  first,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Peter  Strachan 
of  Edinburgh ;  secondly,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lord  Gray ; 
and  thirdly,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  George  Foulis  of  Duni- 
paca     He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Charles,  who  married  the 
daughter  of  Hunter  of  Bumside.     He  was  succeeded  by  their 
eldest  son,  Peter,  a  captain  in  the  81st  Highland  regiment, 
who  married,  first,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Forbes  of  Blackford, 
and  secondly,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Leith  of  Freefield,  and 
dyinff  without  heirs,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  David,  a 
mercnant  in  London,  who  died  in  the  year  1831.     His  son, 
Michael  Francis,  succeeded  to  Abergeldie,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Admiral  R  Gordon,  the  present  representative  of  the 
family. 

Allout  10  years  after  Sheriflmuir,  President  Forbes  proposed 
to  the  government  of  George  I.,  to  form  companies  of  armed 
men  throughout  the  Highlands  for  the  suppression  of  cattle- 
lifting  and  clan-raids,  which  were  then  only  too  common.  In 
1730,  six  independent  companies  of  100  men  each  were  enrolled 
and  stationed  at  difterent  parts  throughout  the  country.  "  Every 
man  in  these  companies,  whether  serving  as  a  common  soldier 
or  as  an  oflScer,  was  by  birth  and  education  a  gentleman.  For 
some  years  the  service  was  highly  popular,  the  different  clans 
vieing  with  each  other  which  should  contribute  the  tallest  and 
handsomest  men,  always  dhuine-wasal,  or  cadets  of  the  principal 
famiUes.  In  this  manner  was  formed  the  celebratecl '  Black 
Watch,'  or  Am  Frpiceadan  Dubh,  and  a  finer  body  of  men  has 
seldom,  if  ever,  appeared  under  arms." 

'*  It  was  not,  however,  till  1739,"  quoting  the  same  author, 
Mr.  Michie,  "  that  the  companies  were  formed  into  a  regiment 
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Hitherto,  they  had  acted  independently  of  each  other,  and 
under  the  command  of  officers  to  whom  they  owed  clan 
allegiance.  A  difficulty,  however,  arose  when  it  was  proposed 
to  enrol  them  into  one  body ;  for,  should  the  command  oe  given 
to  any  Highland  chief,  it  was  evident  that  the  others  who  had 
previously  shared  co-ordinate  power  and  rank  with  him  would 
become  jealous  of  his  preferment,  and  the  worst  consequences 
mi^ht  ensue."  Fortunately  this  difficulty  was  ^ot  over.  **  His 
Majesty's  commission,  for  the  purpose  of  embodying  in  one 
regiment  the  six  old  companies  with  four  new  ones,  was  granted 
to  John,  Earl  of  Crauford,  and  Lord  of  Lindsay,"  who,  though  a 
Lowland  peer,  was  not  without  Highland  connection.  A  Etdy 
of  his  house  had  shortly  before  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance 
with  the  heir  to  the  proud  title  of  "  the  Lord  of  the  Isles," 
under  circumstances  which  had  won  the  hearts  of  the  High- 
landers, before  they  had  become  the  subject  of  the  once  popmar 
song — 

"  Will  ve  gang  to  the  Highlands,  Lixzie  Lindsay  ? 
Will  ye  gang  to  the  Highlands  wi'  me  ?  " 

"  Through  this  connection,  the  Earl  had  become  known  to 
most  of  the  western  chiefs,  as  he  already  was  to  most  of  the 
eastern ;  and,  being  a  man  of  affable  maimers,  and  a  sprightly 
disposition,  he  was  much  esteemed  by  both.  He  was  an  expert 
in  all  Highland  ^mes,  and  accounted  one  of  the  best  dancers 
of  his  day  of  Ghillie  Callum  and  Mac  an  Drosaan'* 

When  the  four  new  companies  of  the  Black  Watch  were 
enlisted,  thus  raising  their  effective  strength  to  1,000  men,  the 
whole  were  marched  into  England  under  pretence  of  being 
reviewed  by  the  king,  but  in  reality  for  the  purpose  of  being 
sent  to  Flanders  to  serve  in  the  war  against  the  French.  On 
learning  the  deception  which  had  been  practised  upon  them, 
a  considerable  boay  attempted  to  force  tneir  way  back  to  the 
Highlands;  but,  when  100  miles  of  the  journey  had  been 
accomplished,  they  were  surrounded  by  a  royal  force,  and  com- 
pelled to  submit  The  rest  of  the  regiment  were  immediately 
afterwards  transferred  to  the  seat  of  war,  under  the  number  of  the 
43rd  regiment  of  the  line ;  but  the  party  that  had  mutinied  were 
tried  by  court-martial,  found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  death. 
"  Only  three,  however,  suffered  the  extreme  penalty  of  their  rash 
act.  These  were  Malcolm  and  Samuel  MTherson,  and  Farquhar 
Shaw,  who  had  been  chosen  leaders,  and  were  men  of  remark- 
able size  and  handsome  fi^re.  Shaw  was  connected  with 
Deeside,  the  other  two  were  mdenoch  men." 

"  Perhaps  this  severity  was  necessary  to  secure  the  discipjline 
of  the  rest  of  the  army,  but,  had  the  motives  of  the  misguided 
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men  been  better  known,  there  was  a  favourable  opportunity 
offered  to  the  government  to  conciliate  the  Highland  clans, 
and  render  the  imperial  service  an  object  of  ambition  to  them." 
Instead  of  which,  and  by  not  allowing  them  to  join  the  rest  of 
their  fellow-countrymen  in  Flanders,  the  government,  by  an  ill 
judged  act  of  seventy  sent  them  off  to  the  West  Indies  and  the 
North  American  plantations,  a  fate  in  their  estimation  scarcely 
less  deplorable  than  that  which  had  befallen  their  leaders  on 
the  parade  ground  of  the  tower  of  London. 

In  the  year  1756,  and  during  the  reign  of  George  II.,  Lord 
Chatham  proposed  to  government  to  employ  the  higlilanders  on 
the  king's  service,  and  royal  letters  were  issued,  "  and  battalions 
of  men  were  raised  in  every  part  of  the  Highlands  among  those, 
who,  only  a  few  year»  before,  were  devoted  to,  and  had  too  long 
followed  the  fate  of  the  race  of  Stuart."  The  Gordon  Highlanders 
were  raised  and  chiefly  recruited  from  the  lowland  parishes; 
Keith's  Highlanders  were  chiefly  from  Braemar  and  Athole — 
200  men  joined  this  regiment,  in  which  Charles  Farquharson, 
younger,  of  Balmoral,  was  first  lieutenant,  and  they  were  after- 
wards enrolled  as  the  Athole  Highlanders,  and  77th  regiment 
of  the  line. 

Of  the  ancient  loyal  familv,  the  Gordons  of  Abergeldie,  we 
have  Charles  Gordon  of  Sheela^een,  a  younger  brother  of  the 
laird,  who  entered  the  army  as  lieutenant  in  the  89th  regiment, 
or  Gordon  Highlanders^  raised  in  1759.  He  served  with  his 
regiment  in  India  under  Major  Hector  Munro  in  1764 ;  and  on 
his  return  home  in  the  following  year,  he  chiefly  resided  with 
his  brother  at  Abergeldie.  Captain  Gordon,  being  unattached, 
was  offered,  and  accepted  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  of  the  77th, 
and  commanded  the  rejjiment  in  Ireland  during  the  rebellion. 
Peace  being  concluded  in  1783,  the  regiment  returned  to  Eng- 
land, with  the  expectation  of  being  disembodied,  in  terms  of 
their  enlistment,  instead  of  which,  Government  disregarded 
the  terms  on  which  the  men  had  taken  service,  for  while  the 
men  were  on  the  march  through  England,  it  was  announced  to 
them  that  they  were  intended  for  service  in  the  East  Indies. 
On  their  arrival  at  Portsmouth,  and  finding  that  the  order  for 
embarkation  was  not  accompanied  with  an  offer  of  bounty  or 
promise  of  reward,  suspicion  of  unfair  dealing  at  once  entered 
their  minds,  "  that  they  had  been  sold  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, at  a  certain  sum  per  man,  and  that  the  oflScers  were  to 
divide  the  money  among  themselves."  Colonel  Gordon  being 
an  old  Indian  officer,  and  as  a  subaltern  had  secured  the  favour- 
able notice  of  a  man  who  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  company's 
military  affairs ;  and  for  him  to  appear  again  in  the  command 
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of  a  brave  Hig^hland  regiment,  a  prospect  of  distinction  was 
opened  up  which  no  officer  could  be  indilierent  to.  "  He  was 
tnerefore  particularly  anxious  that  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  complied  with,  and  on  him  and  his  superior 
officer  fell  the  weight  of  the  men's  suspicions  of  treachery." 

For  several  days,  the  utmost  confusion  prevailed,  the  officers 
were  hooted,  and  mutinous  ballads  were  spread  throughout  the 
ranks  :  a  verse  of  one  of  these  we  shall  give  : — 

"  To  the  East  Indies  we  winna  go, 

To  serve  Eyre  Coote  or  Hec.  Manro  ; 

Our  time  is  oot,  and  hame  we'll  go 

In  spite  o'  a'  their  noses. 

Chorus — Oh  Charlie  !*  are  ye  wakan  yet 
Or  are  your  drums  a  beatan  yet ; 
The  Highland  drums  to  anns  do  beat, 
Will  ye  go  on  board  this  morning." 

A  friend  and  eye-witness  says,  "  You  may  be  sure  I  have  had 
my  perplexities  since  the  mutiny  commenced  in  the  77th 
Regiment,  but  I  must  do  the  men  justice  to  confess  that,  ex- 
cept three  or  four  drunken  fellows,  whose  impudence  to  their 
officers  could  only  be  equalled  by  their  brutality,  the  whole 
regiment  have  conductea  themselves  with  a  regularity  that  is 
surprising;  for  what  could  be  expected  from  upwards  of  one 
thousand  men  let  loose  from  all  restraint?  Matters  would 
never  have  been  carried  to  the  point  they  have,  but  for  the 
interference  of  some  busy  people  who  love  to  be  fishinff  in 
troubled  waters.  On  their  being  informed  that  two  or  three 
regiments  were  coming  to  force  them  to  embark,  they  flew  to 
their  arms,  and  followed  their  comrade  leaders  through  the 
town  with  a  fixed  determination  to  give  them  battle,  but  on 
finding  the  report  to  be  false,  they  returned  in  the  same  order 
to  their  quarters.  The  regiment  is  not  to  go  to  the  East  Indies, 
contrary  to  their  instructions,  which  has  satisfied  them,  but 
will  be  attended  with  disagreeable  consequences  to  the  service, 
and  since  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject, 
I  should  not  wonder  if  every  man  intended  for  foreign  service 
refused  going,  for  the  reasons  then  given,  which  you  may  de- 
pend on  it  they  are  now  well  acquainted  with." 

The  debates  in  Parliament  wnich  followed  this  unworthy 
affair,  showed  that  the  blame  rested  entirely  with  Government ; 
none  of  the  men  were  brought  to  trial.  The  order  for  embarka- 
tion was  countermanded,  and  the  regiment  was  immediately 
marched  off  to  Berwick,  where  it  was  disbanded  in  April,  1783. 
The  Aberdeenshire  Highlanders  were  also  intended  to  have 

•  Charles  Crordon,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  77th  Regiment,  or  Atholc 
Highlanders. 
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been  sent  to  India,  but  as  their  term  of  enlistment  was  the 
same  as  the  Athole  regiment,  they  were  sent  to  Scotland,  and 
disbanded  at  the  same  time.     "The  news  of  this  unworthy 
affair  on  the  part  of  the  Government  spread  like  wild-fire 
through  the  Highlands,  and  had  the  most  pernicious  eflFect  on 
all  subseauent  endeavours  to  raise  soldiers  there.     If  a  High- 
lander enlisted,  his  relations  gave  him  up  for  lost ;  he  had  put 
himself  into  the  hands  of  those  who  might  sell  him  to  the 
bighest  bidder,  as  if  he  were  a  bullock  or  a  horse.     The  High- 
land landlords,  however,  looked  upon  recruiting  for  the  army 
as  an  instrument  which  enabled  many  of  them  to  carry  out 
cruel  evictions  and  effect  clearances  of  a  surplus  population, 
and  so  far  from  their  being  any  -desire  among  the  people  to 
find  posts  for  their  sons  in  the  armj,  the  prevailing  sentiment 
was  that  of  Rory  Gunn,  "  Son  of  mine  in  a  red  coat,  to  be  sold 
as  a  slave,  or  forced  to  pull  his  coimtrymen  out  of  house  and 
haul  at  the  bidding  of  the  laird  I     Va  rather  see  him  in  his 
grave-clothes,  there  would  be  no  degradation  there." 

Had  space  permitted,  we  might  have  made  many  more 
extracts  from  Mr.  Michie's  admirable  "  Deeside  Tales,  which 
are  given  in  a  pleasant,  natural,  home-style  of  writing,  rarely 
to  be  met  with.  But  a  few  more  extracts,  which  appear  under 
the  head  of  "  Recruiting  on  Deeside  in  the  Olden  Time,"  we 
must  give : — 

"  At  this  time  (1794),  the  MarqiuB  of  Hantly  andertook  to  raise  a  regiment, 
and  letters  of  service  were  granted  for  that  purpose.  The  Marquis  was  the 
most  powerful  and  popular  nobleman  in  the  nortn,  and  though  tne  success  of 
his  ondertakinff  could  not  be  doubted,  the  resiment  which  he  raised  could 
scarcely  be  called  a  Highland  regiment,  more  than  half  the  men  belonging  to 
the  lowlands  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff.  The  letters  of  service  under  which  he 
acted,  authorised  him  to  enlist,  by  compuUiofi  \f  necessary^  idle  and  unemployed 
men,  who  had  no  industrial  occupation,  or  it  was  popularly  believed  tnat  he 
had  such  authority,  and  could  delegate  it  to  the  recruiting  officers  under  him, 
who,  if  so  invested  by  the  State,  certainly  availed  themselves  of  the  general 
belief  that  they  were,  and  in  this  way  secured  several  recruits  on  Deeside,  while 
they  put  many  others  to  no  small  shifts  to  invent  occupations  for  the  time 
bein^,  or  otherwise  to  find  ^unds  of  exemption.  Two  cases  are  still  on  the 
traditionary  records  of  the  district. 

"  John  Shewan,  a  very  powerful,  but  a  very  indolent  man,  who  would  neither 
work  nor  want,  inJiabited  a  small  tenement  on  the  brink  of  the  bum  of  Grey- 
stone.  Lieutenant  Alexander  Stewart  was  stationed  with  a  recruiting  party  at 
Inverse,  in  Braemar,  with  the  view  of  raising  men  in  the  upper  district,  and 
Peter  Gordon  of  Abeigeldie,  a  brother  lieutenant,  was  instructed  to  co-operate 
with  him,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  some  recruits  in  his  own  neighbourhood. 
Now,  John  Shewan,  living  opposite  to  Aberaeldie,  was  well  known  to  Mr. 
Gordon  as  a  very  handsome  man,  but  one  that  the  district  could  very  well  spare, 
and  he  became  anxious  to  secure  him  to  the  Gordon  Highlanders.  But  John 
could  never  be  found  at  home  when  a  party  from  the  castle  waited  upon  him  to 
do  him  this  honour.  For  months  he  did  nothing  all  dav  long  but  kept  watoh  on 
a  commanding  knoll,  and  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  Gonion  tartan  ho  was 
off  to  hiding. 
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had  infested  the  country  ;  hence  the  mountain  from  which  this 
stream  flo.ws  is  called  Carn-an-Tuirc,  or,  the  wild  boar's  moun- 
tain. Some  Gaelic  toponomists  say  that  the  AUt-Bruid/ih, 
should  be  the  AUt-Druidhh  from  the  circumstances,  that  in  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Kirkmichael,  in  Perthshire,  there  are  many 
interesting  Druidical  remains  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Gram- 
pians, and  at  no  great  distance  from  the  top  of  the  Cairn- well- 
hill  ;  and  being  so  closely  connected  with  Aberdeenshire,  we 
may  be  excused  for  introducing  here  a  short  description  of  these 
remains  of  antiquity  as  a  proof  respecting  the  Druids,  that  they 
had  their  abodes  or  places  of  worship  throughout  the  whole  of 
Scotland. 

On  the  hills  between  Glen-beg  and  Glen-brighty,  or  Tulchan, 
and  due  east  of  the  east  of  the  shieling  of  Ruidh-dorch,  which 
is  the  highest  shieling  on  the  Cairn-well-road,  in  ascending 
from  Glen-shee,  there  is  a  large  cairn  on  the  top  of  a  mountain 
called  Carn-an-tighey  or,  the  cairn  at  the  houses  or  dwellings. 
This  cairn  is  surrounded  by  eight  or  ten  Druidical  circles, 
ranging  from  30  to  90  feet  in  diameter,  chiefly  formed  of  small 
stones,  but  encircled  by  many  tall  stones  standing  erect.  These 
are  called  in  the  language  of  the  country  Crom-leaca  and  Cldch- 
sleuchda,  meaning  stones  of  worship. 

About  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  large  cairn  above 
mentioned,  a  more  remarkable  monument  of  Druidical  super- 
stition exists  on  the  top  of  a  flat  hill  surrounded  by  rugged 
and  steep  craigs.  Upon  the  flat  surface  of  the  rock,  which  is 
level  with  the  ground,  there  is  a  large  rocking  or  judgment 
stone,  said  to  have  been  employed  by  the  Druids  in  detecting 
guilt  in  doubtful  cases.  The  stone  is  of  hard  blue  whinstone, 
of  quadrangular  shape,  7  feet  by  6,  and  about  3  feet  in  depth, 
and  would  weigh  about  8^  tons,  which  has  every  appearance  of 
being  placed  there  by  the  hands  of  men.  Its  other  merits  are 
well  expressed  in  the  following  lines  by  Mason  : — 

**  Such  is  its  strange  and  virtaous  property, 
It  moves  obsequious  to  the  gentlest  touch 
Of  him  whose  breast  is  pure  ;  but  to  a  traitor, 
Tho*  even  a  giant's  prowess  nerved  his  arm, 
It  stands  unfixed  as  Snowdon."*  Garactacus. 

On  several  small  eminences  around  this  stone  are  a  number 
of  Druidical  circles,  some  of  them  double  and  some  single ;  the 
outer  circle  of  the  double  ones  ranging  about  45  feet  in  diameter, 

*  It  is  supposed  that  this  ordeal,  though  it  appeared  to  be  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Bem^,  was  in  fact  subservient  to  the  designs  of  the  priests  who  con- 
ducted it ;  and  that  b^  some  expediment,  they  contrived  to  make  the  issue  of 
the  trial  correspond  with  the  judgment  previously  formed,  or  their  designs  re- 
garding the  culprit. 
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and  the  single  about  30  feet.  The  vestiges  of  all  being  per- 
fectly distinct,  and  many  of  the  surrounding  stones  are  still 
erect,  no  doubt  in  the  position  in  which  they  had  originally 
been  placed. 

On  the  Deeside  road,  a  short  way  above  the  Bridge  of  Inver- 
cauld,  is  Cluney  House,  and  Erskine's,  or  the  Muckle  Stone  o' 
Cluney,  with  Craig-Cluney  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road. 
The  craig  rises  many  hundred  feet  m  height,  almost  perpen- 
dicularly from  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  ana  in  some  places  the 
face  of  the  rock  seems  to  hang  gloomily  over  the  road.  High 
up  in  the  face  of  this  rock  there  is  a  cave  called  the  "  Charter 
Chest,"  where  Colonel  Farquharson  of  Cluney,  after  the  battle 
of  CuUoden  concealed  himself  for  some  time ;  and  it  is  said 
tliat  when  lying  there  he  heard  the  sounds  of  merriment  which 
the  king's  troops  were  making  in  his  own  house  below.  The 
iluckle  Stone  o  Cluney  (which  means  the  place  of  good  pasture), 
bounded  the  Earl  of  Mar's  lands  of  Cluney,  and  Farqiiharson's 
estate  of  Invercauld,  and  here  "  one  of  Mar's  tenants  com- 

flained  to  him  that  his  cattle  had  been  stopped  by  orders  of 
nvercauld  ;  whereupon  Erskine  bade  him  tell  Invercauld  that 
his  cows  had  as  good  a  right  to  be  there  as  Farquharson's  bull 
had  on  the  bowhng  green  of  Invercauld."  From  the  bottom  of 
Craig-Cluney,  looking  westward,  a  fine  view  of  the  rock  called 
the  Lion's  Face,  is  obtained.  The  profile  of  this  rock  is  said  to 
resemble  the  face  of  that  "  kingly  beast."  Nearer  Castletovm, 
and  south  of  Mar  Castle,  is  CYaig-choinnich,  or,  Kenneth's 
Craig,  where  that  king  is  said  to  have  stationed  himself  to  view 
his  hounds  in  the  chase. 

On  the  east  bank  of  the  Clunev,  at  Castletown,  are  the  ruins 
of  the  old  castle  of  Ceann-drochaid,  or  Bridge-end,  built  by 
Kins;  Malcolm  Caen-more,  for  a  hunting  seat.  ITie  castle  stood 
on  the  top  of  a  rock  on  the  east  side  of  the  water,  and  from  the 
vestiges  which  still  remain,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of 
great  strength. 

At  Abergeldie  Castle,  there  is  a  simple  contrivance  for  crossing 
the  Dee,  by  a  single  rope  and  pulley,  with  a  machine  attached 
called  tiie  cradle.  "  Here,"  says  the  Deeside  Guide,  "some  years 
ago,  there  befel  a  very  grievous  and  lamentable  tragedy."  Bar- 
bara Brown,  daughter  of  George  Brown  in  Torgalter,  who  had 
recently  been  married  to  one  of  the  Abergeldie  keepers,  along 
with  her  husband,  was  unfortunately  lost  by  the  breaking  of 
the  suspending  rope.  In  the  interesting  account  of  this  un- 
fortunate event  given  in  Mr.  Michie's  Deeside  Tales,  we  find 
the  question  put — "  An'  was  it  ever  found  out  how  the  cradle 
rope  broke  ?  '    The  answer  was — *  No,  laddie,  that  has  aye 
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been  a  mystery.  Some  says  that  it  was  a  rotten  spar  that 
broke,  and  let  the  rope  run  off;  but  there  were  slooms  (sus- 
picions), that  it  had  been  meddled  with  ;  God  knows,  if  it  was 
sae,  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  their  souls  that  did  it" 

"  Lang,  lang  ago,"  says  the  father  of  the  unfortunate  Barbara 
Brown,  "  there  was  a  guager  of  the  name  of  Bruce  lost.  But 
there  was  nae  wonder,  or  verra  muckle  sorrow  that  tima" 
Bruce  had  got  word  that  smuggling  was  goins^  on  at  Clach-an- 
turn,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dee,  and  at  uie  time  the  river 
was  in  perfect  flood  frae  bank  to  brae,  an'  nane  o'  the  boats 
would  venture  out,  and  though  there  was  as  much  water  gae'n 
down  the  haughs  o*  Torgalter,  as  there  is  sometimes  in  the  Dee 
itself,  he  waded  in  through  this  till  he  came  to  the  post  The 
man  who  wrought  the  cradle  was  unwilling  to  venture,  as  the 
water  was  nearly  touching  the  rope,  but  at  length  he  did  cross, 
though  the  water  was  Ust  touchan  his  feet  in  the  middla  But 
as  they  were  ga'an  back,  the  weight  o'  the  twa  brought  the  rope 
further  down,  an',  jist  as  they  were  in  the  mids,  the  water 
catched  them.  Snap  went  the  post  on  this  side,  and  they  were 
baith  plunged  into  the  roaring  river.  Bruce  was  a  capital 
swimmer,  but  the  man  could  swim  nane,  but  he  held  on  to  the 
rope,  and  the  force  o'  the  water  was  so  great  that  it  soon  swung 
him  to  the  side.  The  people  at  the  castle  were  ready  to  catch 
it  as  soon  as  it  came  within  reach,  an'  there  they  got  the  man 
hau'  dan'  on  wi'  a  death  grip ;  but  Bruce  was  gone  and  he  was 
never  mair  seen  alive." 


VL— POACHING  ON  DEESIDE 

The  sport  of  deer-stalking  and  grouse-shooting  on  the  Braes  of 
Mar  is  inferior  to  none  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 

''Through  heathe,  moBse,  'mong  frogs,  and  bogs,  and  fogs, 
'Moncst  craffgy  cliffs  and  thunder-batter'd  hiUs  ; 
Hares,  ninds,  backs,  roes,  are  chased  by  men  and  dogs, 
Where  two  hours'  hunting,  four-score  fat  deer  kills." 

And  nowhere  did  Alexander  Davidson,  the  king  of  Deeside 
poachers,  hold  so  determinedly  by  the  old  saying,  that,  "  the 
fish  out  of  the  water  and  the  deer  out  of  the  forest  were  his,  as 
well  as  the  rich  man's,"  and  when  out  with  his  dog  and  gun  on 
the  mountains  between  Banchory  and  Abemethy,  and  in  the 
glens  between  Ballindalloch  and  Blair  Athole,  in  such  places 
as  the  keepers  affirmed,  "  that  it  wisna  good  fin'an'  him  oot" 
Sandy  Davidson,  the  old  keeper,  smuggler,  &c.,  was  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  poachers  of  his  time. 
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Alexander  Davidson  was  born  at  Mill  of  Inver,  Crathie,  in 
the  year  1792,  and  in  early  life  became  gamekeeper  to  Lord 
Kennedy,  and  Mr.  Farq^iiharson  of  Finzean,  on  the  shootings 
of  Fa'lair,  in  the  top  ot  Glen  Tilt,  which  they  rented  of  the 
Duke  of  Athole.  Not  relishing  gentleman's  service,  he  has 
been  heard  to  say  that,  "  sooner  than  be  in  any  way  a  flunkey, 
I'd  rather  go  and  beg  my  bread."  But  especially  odious  to  him 
was  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  a  day  on  which  his  late 
masters  insisted  that  he  should  go  out  and  shoot  as  well  as  on 
other  days.  Sandy's  stout  resistance  to  orders  obliged  hiu ; 
not  reluctantly  however,  to  give  up  his  situation. 

On  leaving  gamekeeping,  and  game  watehino^,  Sandy  David- 
son, or  Roch  Sanie,  as  he  was  not  unfrequently  called,  betook 
himself  to  smuggling,  and  undertook  that  department  of  the 
trade  which  lies  in  conveying  the  manufactured  article  to  mar- 
ket, and  which,  though  more  perilous,  was  more  lucrative  than 
the  other,  as  it  required  more  daring  and  caution  in  those  who 
embarked  in  it.  At  this  period  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  a  money-making  man,  for  though  he  attended  all  merry- 
makings within  his  Dounds,  he  had  not  allowed  himself  to  fall 
into  the  too  common  habit  of  excessive  drinking,  and  had 
earned  some  spare  cash. 

His  personal  appearance  was  handsome,  and  his  frame  dis- 
played fine  symmetry  of  mould,  and  he  possessed  wonderful 
muscular  powers ;  with  a  finely  chiselled  face,  and  a  noble 
bearing  in  his  gait  and  countenance;  Sandie  Davidson  had  much 
to  be  proud  of  in  personal  appearance.  Conscious  that  nature 
had  cast  his  frame  in  the  finest  mould,  he  studied  to  dress  him- 
self in  fitting  attire,  and  that  was  "  in  the  Garb  of  Old  Gaul," 
which  he  had  patriotic  reasons  for  wearing.  On  all  fitting 
occasions  he  used  the  Gaelic  language ;  but  when  this  was 
unsuitable,  he  spoke  pure  English,  with  the  ease  and  accent  of 
an  Englishman,  and  never  allowed  a  word  of  Scotch  to  escape 
from  his  lips.  "  As  a  dancer,"  says  one  who  had  good  oppor- 
tunities of  judging,  "  he  was  incomparably  the  most  graceful 
of  his  own  time;  and  his  style  was  more  characteristically 
Highland  than  any  I  have  ever  seen ;  while  his  fine  personal 
appearance,  lit  up  by  the  sparkle  of  his  bright  piercing  eye, 
never  shone  to  better  ndvantage  than  when  he  became  excited 
in  a  Highland  reel."  The  Caledonian  Hunt  Club  in  Edinburgh 
resolved  on  giving  prizes  for  the  encouragement  of  Highland 
games,  among  others  they  ofiered  a  prize  for  dancing  reels.  On 
the  day  of  competition  for  dancing,  there  were  assembled  a 
number  of  the  best  men  in  the  country,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Highland  gentlemen  members  of  the  club.    Sandie  David- 
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son  presented  himself,  he  had  no  patroa  "  So  great  was  the 
number  entered  for  the  prize  in  dancing,  that  the  competition 
extended  over  sixteen  evenings,  each  succeeding  trial,  however, 
diminishing  the  list,  till  the  cheers  of  the  ladias  and  gentlemen 
hailed  me  on  the  sixteenth  evening,"  savs  Sandie,  as  the  lucky- 
man,  "  but  I  sprained  my  thumb  cracking,  and  it  has  never 
been  quite  right  since." 

Up  to  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the  valley  of 
the  Dee,  from  Mar  Lodge  to  Cairn  Fiaclan,  and  the  Allt  Dhaidh- 
mor,  on  the  west,  with  the  lateral  glens  of  the  Ey,  the  Lui, 
and  the  Derry,  contained  large  cjuantities  of  Scots  fir,  which 
altogether  formed  a  real  forest  ot  timber  ;  and  in  those  days 
the  deep  recesses  of  the  mountains  were  only  known  to  few  ; 
as  the  country  fully  answered  Baillie  Nicol  Jarvie's  description 
of  the  Highlands,  that  they  "  are  but  a  wild  kind  of  world  by 
themselves,  full  of  heights  and  howes,  caverns,  lochs,  rivers, 
and  mountains,  that  would  tire  the  very  deeviFs  wings  to  flee 
to  the  tap  o'  thent"  These  glens  and  mountains  were  only 
visited  by  a  few  shepherds  and  natives  of  Braemar,  since  the 
45,  when  clanship  was  extinguished,  and  caterans  and  reivers 
were  deprived  of  their  lawless  calling.  But  during  the  early 
decades  of  the  present  century,  his  Lordship  of  Fife  desired  to 
turn  into  cash  the  remainder  of  the  valuable  forests  of  timber 
which  had  escaped  the  ravages  of  time.  In  Glen  Derry,  Alex- 
ander Davidson  became  a  lar^e  purchaser  of  wood  from  the 
Earl  of  Fife,  and  a  floater  of  timber  on  the  Dee.  In  carrpng 
on  the  operations  of  extracting  the  timber  from  Glen  Derry, 
the  contractor  constructed  dams  in  the  long  ravines  in  the  glen 
for  the  purpose  of  floating  the  trees  to  the  Dee,  and  in  these 
perilous  operations,  Davidson  had  a  number  of  bold  daring  men 
employed,  but  Sandy  was  always  at  the  head  of  them,  and  at 
the  post  of  greatest  aanger. 

This  floating  business,  however,  proved  to  be  the  ruin  of 
Sandy.  The  cost  of  conveying  the  immense  logs  of  timber 
from  Glen  Derry  to  Aberdeen,  far  exceeded  his  calculations ; 
and  to  put  a  cope-stone  on  his  misfortune,  he  had  re-sold  £200 
worth  of  the  timber  to  the  Earl  of  Fife,  the  gay  cavalier  of  the 
fourth  George,  in  the  time  of  the  regency,  and  immediately  after, 
the  "  discharged  fifer  "*  became  bankrupt,  leaving  poor  Sandy 
unpaid,  and  without  even  so  much  as  an  acknowledgement  of 
the  debt. 

"  From  this  date  Sandy  Davidson  ceased  to  be  like  other 

*  On  his  Lordship's  dismissal  from  the  office,  which  he  held  in  the  Kind's 
household,  a  caricature  which  amused  Tjondon,  and  found  its  way  to  the  norui, 
comically  represented  him  as  the  "  discharged  fifer." 
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men,  he  now  took  professionally  to  the  bag  and  gun,  and  for 
20  years  led  a  roaming  life,  having  his  home  nowhere,  but 
everywhere.  From  March  to  November,  he  seldom  sought  the 
shelter  of  a  house  to  pass  tVie  night,  preferring  the  grassy  banks 
of  the  Dee  or  the  Spey,  or,  what  was  to  him  more  delightful 
still,  *  the  bonnie  bloominof  heather  of  the  mountains.'  In  the 
month  of  March  he  betook  himself  to  fishing,  and  no  one  knew 
better  than  he  did  the  best  salmon  pools,  both  on  the  Dee  and 
the  Spey,  and  in  the  manner  of  fisnin^  them  few  would  care 
to  imitate.  No  matter  how  bitterly  cold  the  weather  might  be, 
in  he  walked  straight  till  nothing  appeared  but  head  and 
shoulders,  and  there  he  plied  the  *  gentle  art,'  until  he  had 
hooked  his  fish,  or  satisfied  himself  that  none  was  forthcoming. 
In  the  matter  of  clothing,  he  always  appeared  neatly  dressed. 
His  summer  dress  consisted  of  the  thin  tartan  coat  and  kilt, 
and  Forfar  brogues,  with  no  under  dress  save  a  cotton  shirt. 
In  winter  he  exchanged  the  kilt  for  trousers,  and  a  clean  shirt 
supplanted  the  old  when  it  became  rotten  on  his  back.  Although 
a  poacher,  Sandy  recognised  the  validity  of  the  law,  which 
enjoined  a  close  time  in  both  fishing  and  fowling,  and  as  soon 
as  close  time  had  expired,  he  was  in  the  field  equipped  for  the 

rrt,  dressed  as  smart  as  any  gentleman  in  the  land,  and  in- 
d,  by  those  who  did  not  know  him,  he  would  be  taken  for 
the  landlord  of  the  property  on  which  he  might  be  found,  and 
his  style  of  doing  Dusiness  was  more  like  that  of  the  '  free 
forester '  of  the  olden  time,  claiming  the  privilege  he  exercised 
as  the  unalienable  right  of  a  free-bom  Scot ;  but  he  has  been 
often  heard  to  say,  '  that  real  gentlemen  are  deserving  of  re- 
spect ;  and  I  hold  it  to  be  too  impudent  to  shoot  over  their 
grounds  when  they  themselves  are  out.'  The  scene  of  Sandy's 
shooting  excursions  extended  from  Glenmark,  in  Forfarshire,  to 
Inverness;  and  his  time  to  shoot  was  in  the  early  morn  or  late  in 
the  evening ;  and  a  full  bag  was  usually  his  reward  for  an  hour's 
shooting  in  the  dawn  or  in  the  dusk. 

For  these  respectful  characteristics  he  was  well  known  to 
gentlemen  and  keepers  all  over  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  was 
m  consequence  often  tolerated  when  more  impudent  poachers 
would  not  have  been.  Those  who  were  not  inclined  to  overlook 
his  poaching  encroachments,  or  who  treated  him  with,  as  he 
thought,  unnecessary  severity  when  he  was  in  their  power, 
roused  a  sleeping  lion  within  him,  and  he  has  frequently  been 
known  to  go  far  out  of  his  way  to  have  a  day's  shootmg  on 
their  erounds.  *  I  would  never  like,'  he  would  say, '  to  annoy 
a  civilman,  but  those  scoimdrels  who  would  not  allow  an  honM 
man  to  live  deserve  piniisliment.' " 
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One  other  quotation  from  Mr.  Michie's  admirable  Deeside 
Tales,  about  Sandy  Davidson,  will  close  our  history  of  the 
poacher  for  the  present : — ''  Sandy  was  seldom  caught  napping, 
but  it  did  sometimes  happen.  On  one  occasion  he  was  passing 
the  noon-day  hours  on  the  braes  of  Avonside,  concealed  among 
the  lonff  heather  as  usual,  waiting  the  evening  to  have  his  shot, 
when  tne  party  at  the  lodge  had  retired  for  me  day.  He  had 
fallen  into  a  deeper  sleep  than  usual,  and  was  awaked  by  the 
sound  of  footsteps  close  at  hand.  His  dog,  *  Charlie,'  knowing 
his  business  better  than  to  rush  off,  like  illiterate  curs,  and 
make  a  noise,  apprehended  the  danger  of  the  circumstances, 
and  crouched  closer  to  his  master,  but  all  in  vain.  Men  may 
pass  very  close  to  each  other  without  discovery,  dog^  seldom 
will  Finding  himself  detected,  Sandy  sprang  to  his  feet  at 
once,  resolved  to  act  as  dignified  a  part  as  circumstances  would 
permit.  The  gentleman  of  the  party,  who  was  himself  the  dis- 
coverer, flew  into  a  passion  and  stormed  furiously,  while  the 
object  of  wrath  stood  before  him  unmoved. 

*  I  demand  your  name,  instantly,'  said  the  irrate  sportsman, 
in  a  tone  that  told  Sandy  he  had  the  worst  to  expect ;  and  he 
therefore  immediately  replied, '  My  name  is  Alexander  David- 
son ;  what  is  your  name  ? '  *  My  name,'  replied  the  other,  *  is 
George  M'Pherson  Grant  of  RiUindalloch,  and  I  require  you  to 
follow  me.'  Sandy  was  taken  before  the  Justices  and  fined  £5. 
When  questioned  about  this  business,  he  used  to  remark,  *  Tlie 
money  was  not  all  lost,  for  the  moors  of  Ballindalloch  paid  for 
it  handsomely  afterwards.  I  knew  Sir  George  perfectly,  but  I 
thought  it  would  not  be  every  day  I  would  have  it  in  my  power 
to  asK  the  name  of  such  a  great  man ;  and  I  believe  he  had  as 
little  occasion  to  ask  my  nama'  " 


PARISH  OF  CRIMOND. 


Presbytery  of  Deer — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
In  some  old  deeds  the  name  of  this  parish  is  spelt  Creich-moiit, 
but  there  are  doubts  about  the  derivation  of  the  prefix.     CH  or 
Cra,  are  both  English  corruptions  of  CaeVy  which  in  Gaelic 
signifies  a  fort,  and  mon,  mont,  or  mond,  in  the  same  language, 
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signifies  a  hill,  therefore  Crimond*  would  signify  the  fort  on 
the  hill,  or  the  castle  hUlf  which  is  close  by  the  nirm  house  of 
Rattray,  and  once  a  seat  of  Cumine,  Earl  of  Buchan,  but,  after 
his  dereat  at  the  battle  of  Barra,  in  1308,  by  King  Robert  Bruce, 
this  Qfistle  was  allowed  to  fall  into  ruins. 

Boundaries. 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  by  the  parish 
of  Lonmay ;  on  the  east,  partly  by  the  loch  of  Strath-heg,  and 
the  German  Ocean,  along  which  it  has  a  sea-board  of  2  J  miles ; 
and  on  the  south  by  the  parish  of  St.  Fergus. 

Extent 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  from  east  to  west,  in  a 
direct  Ime  from  Rattray  Head  to  the  Loch  of  Logic,  is  6  J  miles; 
and  its  greatest  breadtn,  from  south  to  north,  dso  in  a  direct 
line,  from  Tillydaff  to  Mill  of  Crimon-mogate,  is  2^  miles.  The 
whole  area  is  estimated  to  be  about  7,420  acres. 

Tojx>grapky. 
The  sea  shore  presents  a  flat  beach  of  sand,  bordered  by  sand 
hills  covered  by  sea  reed  or  bent  CTass,  except  at  the  point  of 
Rattray  Head,  where  there  is  a  hi^  headlandl  and  a  long  ridge 
of  hall  submerged  rocks,  called  Kattray-brigs,  running  in  a 
north-easterly  direction  from  the  shore,  and  extending  for 
about  IJ  miles  into  the  German  Ocean,  where,  either  through 
carelessness  or  ignorance  of  the  coast,  many  vessels  have  been 
stranded.-)"  As  to  this  dangerous  reef  of  rocks,  the  sailor's 
caution  runs  thus : — 

"  Keep  Mormond-hill  a  hand-spike  high, 
And  Rattray-brigs  you  may  pass  by." 

From  the  promontory  of  Rattray-head,J  the  land  rises  by 
Stobhall  to  an  elevation  of  about  165  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
then  descends  into  the  valley  which  is  formed  by  the  streamlet 

*  In  the  statistical  account  of  this  parish,  184.3,  the  ancient  name  is  said  to 
be  Creich-mont,  and  derived  from  the  two  Gaelic  words,  signifying  moor  for 
cattle.  The  parish  of  Crekh,  in  Fifeshire,  is  said  to  express,  also  in  Gaelic, 
something  indelicate  to  be  expressed.  And  Creich  in  Sutherlandshire,  a  Gaelic 
speaking  country,  where  the  names  of  places  are  almost  all  derived  from  the 
Gaelic ;  Creich  is  said  to  signify  the  bounding  parish,  but  it  may  also  signify 
the  parish  of  wood  or  trees  ;  Coille-a-Creich,  on  the  Dee,  in  the  old  parish  of 
Glen-gaim,  signifies  the  bounding  wood,  therefore,  and  if  we  assume  that  Creich- 
mont  is  the  ancient  name  of  the  parish  of  Crimond,  the  Gaelic  of  it  would  be 
Cr&ieh-moine,  signifying  the  parish  bounded  by  moss,  a  name  which  certainly 
would  be  more  applicable  than  a  moor  for  cattle. 

t  **  The  majority  of  cases  have  occurred  when  the  wind  was  oflf  shore,  by 
standing  too  dose  in,  either  to  catch  the  tides,  or,  during  a  breeze,  to  obtain 
smooth  water." — Old  Statistical  Account. 

t  Rattray  is  from  the  Gaelic  Jiath-revih,  and  means  the  smooth  fort. 
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of  Loiigley,  and  the  church,  which  is  only  about  50  feet.  From 
Lonriey,  and  the  Turapike-road  bridge  on  the  burn  of  Logie, 
the  Lmd  rises  gently  to  the  south-west  point  at  Loch-hills,  and 
to  the  south-east  boundary,  near  the  mansion  house  of  Kinin- 
month,  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Lonmay. 

Geology  and  Soils. 
The  rocks  of  Rattray  Head  exhibit  granite,  gneiss,  quartz, 
and  limestone ;  forming  an  intricate  group  of  alternating  strata, 
which  shows  a  disposal  indicating  a  mode  of  formation  such  as 
to  allow  the  several  strata  to  alternate  with  each  other,  without 
any  one  of  them  having  exclusively  its  own  associate  masses, 
and  tends  to  prove  a  syncronism  of  formation  of  the  whola 
Following  the  strata  from  the  sea  shore  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  the  limestone  appears  to  have  wedged  out  at  Bilbo 
(about  three  miles  inland!  where  it  has  been  wrought,  and  its 

Seneral  character  is  found  to  be  much  the  same  as  that  which 
as  been  wrought  at  Hythie,  in  the  parish  of  Old  Deer  (a  few 
miles  further  inland  in  the  same  direction),  where  the  limestone 
and  the  gneiss  appear  only  in  union. 

Greenstone,  or  basalt,  and  granite  of  a  dark  blue  colour, 
occupies  the  central  and  south-east  portions  of  the  parish ; 
while  reddish  granite,  mostly  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  occu- 
pies the  south-west.  In  the  south-east  and  soutn-west  corners 
of  the  parish,  there  are  extensive  deposits  of  peat,  in  which  are 
embedded  the  remains  of  large  oak  and  bircn  trees,  and  hazel 
bushes,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation ;  but  here  no  living  tree 
is  now  to  be  seen. 

Soils. — In  the  central  division  of  the  parish  the  soil  is  of  a 
black  loamy  description,  on  a  clay  subsoil.  The  soil  on  the 
higher  ground  alon^  the  sea  shore  and  Loch  of  Strath-beg,  is 
of  a  lighter  description,  more  of  a  sandy  nature,  but  produces 
good  crops.  On  the  western  division,  the  soil  is  black,  cold, 
and  wet,  especially  so  in  the  vicinity  of  the  peat  mosses,  and 
the  subsoils  here  vary  from  poor  stony  clay,  to  that  which  is 
composed  of  a  hard  incrustation  of  gravel. 

Hydrography. 
The  bum  of  Logie,  which  flows  from  the  loch  of  the  same 
name,  falls  into  the  burn  of  Savoch  below  Mill  of  Crimon-mo- 

fate,  and  forms  the  south-western  boundary  of  the  parish ;  the 
urn  of  Savoch,  and  the  Loch  of  Strath-beg  form  the  north- 
western boundary  ;  and  the  burn  which  flows  from  Longley,  by 
Kirkton,  to  the  Logie  burn,  with  the  small  stream  at  Mill  o'f 
Haddo,  constitute  the  whole  of  the  fresh  water  streams  con- 
nected with  the  parish.     The  Loch  of  Logie  lies  in  the  south- 
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west  comer  of  the  parish,  and  occupies  about  25  acres  of  land, 
n.iid  is  surrounded  by  flat  mossy  land,  which  gives  it  a  dull  and 
eheerless  aspect.     Most  of  the  springs  are  tainted  with  iron  ore, 
therefore  pure  spring  water  is  a  scarce  commodity  in  Crimond. 
The  Loch  of  Strath-beg  is  described  in  the  old  statistical 
account  as  follows  : — "  At  the  berinning  of  the  present  century, 
1700,  tliis  lake  was  of  much  smaller  extent  than  it  is  now.     It 
was  confined  to  a  small  j)art  of  the  east  end,  and  had  a  com- 
munication with  the  sea  there,  so  that  vessels  of  small  burden 
could  enter  it.     People  born  about  1700,  well  remembered  the 
overflowing  the  western  part  of  the  loch ;  but  the  particular 
y(?ar  is  now  not  known,  though  it  must  have  been  about  1720. 
Previous  to  that,  there  was  a  hill  of  sand  between  what  is  called 
the  Castle  Hill  of  Rattray  and  the  sea,  and  still  higher  than  it. 
A  furious  east  wind  blew  away  this  sand  hill  in  one  ni^ht,  which 
stopped  the  communication  between  the  loch  and  the  sea,  by 
forming  a  sand-bar.    The  low-lying  ground  to  the  west  was  soon 
overflowed,  and  the  extent  of  the  loch  much  increased."     The 
chief  portion  of  the  Loch  of  Strath-beg  is  situated  in  the  parish 
of  Lonmay,  the  Crimond  portion  being  that  which  lies  to  the 
south-west  of  the  burn  of  Savoch,  and  to  the  north-east  of  the 
old  loch  and  burn  of  Rattray.* 

Near  to  the  old  loch  stands  the  ruins  of  the  chapel  and  bury- 
ing ground,  which  was  surrounded  hy  the  old  burgh  of  Rattray, 
and  burgage  lands,  which  is  "  said  to  have  had  the  same 
privileges  as  a  royal  burgh,  except  that  of  sending  a  member  to 
Parliament.  The  burgage  lands  were  of  considerable  extent." 
In  1842  there  was  but  one  feu  of  three  acres  remaining,  now 
there  are  none.  The  walls  of  the  chapel,  which  is  surrounded 
by  the  burj^ing  ground,  are  still  standing,  in  an  excellent  state 
of  preservation.  The  dimensions  of  the  building  are  45  feet  long 
by  18  feet  broad,  with  two  gables,  each  standing  about  32  feet 
high,  and  in  the  east  gable  there  are  three  arched  windows. 

Plantatimxs. 
Upwards  of  30  years  ago,  and  upon  the  estate  of  Crimond,  a 
considerable  extent  of  ground  was  laid  out  in  belts,  and  planted 
chiefly  with  hardwood  trees,  consisting  of  ash,  elm,  and  plane, 
with  willows,  and  enclosed  by  beech  hedges,  which  has  very 
much  improved  the  climate  and  the  appearance  of  the  country. 
At  the  old  mansion-house  of  Lorie-f-  there  are  some  clumps  of 
ash  and  alder  trees,  and  willow  bushes  along  the  bum.     rJear 

*  Buchanan  calls  it  Ratra  nnnm. 

t  The  author  of  the  Bonc  "  Ix)gie  o'  Buchan  "  was  a  George  Hallcet,  who 
taught  a  school  in  thu  neigh  uourhoo<l,  and  tlie  hero  of  the  song  was  garflener  at 
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the  remains  of  the  house  of  Crimond,  there  are  some  very  larg^e 
ash  trees,  and  some  ash  and  callow  bushes  at  the  old  mansiou- 
house  of  Haddo.*  The  plantations  surrounding  the  mansion- 
house  of  Battray  are  mostly  of  an  ornamental  description,  and 
of  no  great  extent.  They  consist  of  various  kinds  of  hardwood 
trees,  spruce  firs,  alder,  and  willows,  with  some  thriving  beech 
and  thorn  hedges,  which  appear  to  be  well  kept. 

Botany. 

In  the  bents  and  sand  hills  of  Rattray,  there  is  great  variety 
of  bent  grasses  and  sea  reed,  and  in  the  marshes  bordering 
Strath-be^,  a  considerable  variety  of  water  plants  are  to  be  founi 

The  following  is  copied  from  a  list  made  up  by  the  late  Dr. 
Cowe,  a  local  botanist  of  some  note  : — 

Aira  crwto/o— Crested  Hair-grasB.  AU&ma  ranunculoides — Lesser  Water 
Plantain. 

Allium  ursinum — Broad-leaved  Garlick.     AnagcUis  arvensis — Scarlet  PimpemeL 

Anagalui  teneUa — Bog  PimpemeL     Arundo  areiMzrio— Sea-reed,  Sea-bent. 

Arundo  phragmiies — Common  Reed.     Brasdca  napus — ^BapB,  Cole  Seed. 

CakUe  maritima — Sea  Rocket.     Carex  recurva — Glacuous  Heath  Carex. 

Carex  arenaria — Sea  Carex.     Elymvs  arenarius — Upright  Sea  Lyme-grass. 

Eriophorum  angustifolmm — Common  Cotton  Grass.  Erodium  cktUfirium — Hem- 
lock, Stork's  BiU. 

ESquisetvm  flumatiU — Great  Water  Horse-taiL  Fedia  derUata — Smooth-fmited 
Corn-salad. 

Festuca  durmwula — Hard  Fescue  Grass.  OaleopHs  versicolor — ^Large-flowered 
Hemp-nettle. 

Habenaria  rtrWM— Green  Habenaria.     Heleboria/cetida — Stinking  Helebore. 

Hippurus  vulgaris — Mare's-tail.     Juncus  BaUicus — Baltic  Rush. 

LitfioMpermum  arvense — Com  GromweU.     Lemna  minor — Lesser  Duck -weed. 

lAUoreUa  lacuntris — Plantain  Shore-weed.  Lycopodium  selaginoides — ^Prickly 
Club-moss. 

Myosotis  coEifpUosa — Tufted  Water  Scorpion  Grass.  Orchis  mascula — ^Early 
Purple  or  Meadow  Orchis. 

Papawr  dubium — Long  Smooth-headed  Poppy.  Pamassia  paiusiris — Common 
(vrass  of  Parnassus. 

Pingukula  vulgar ltt—0<jmmaii  Butter- wort.  Phltrum  arenaria — Seaside  Cat's- 
tail  Grass. 

Poa  maritima — Creeping  Sea  Meadow-grass.  Potamogeton  natans — Broad-leaved 
Pond-weed. 

PotamogttonJluUans—YlosLtmg  Pond-weetL  Potamogeton  densum — Close-leaved 
Pond -weed. 

Potamogeton  crMrptw— Curled  Pond- weed.  Potamogeton  pusillus — SmaU  Pond- 
weed. 

Ranunculus  /m^a— Greater  Spear- wort.  Saxifraga  triadadyliles — Rue-leaved 
Saxifrage. 

Salsola  kali — Prickly  Salt- wort.     Spergula  nodosa — Knotted  Spurry. 

8ta4ihys  arvensis — Com  Ground -wort.     Thalictrum  minus — Less  Meadow-me. 

Triticum  junceu/n—Sesk  Wheat-grass.     Tussilago  Petasites — ^Butter-bur. 

Veronica  serpyllifolia — Smooth,  or  Thyme-leaved  Speedwell. 

*  Near  the  Mill  of  Haddo,  local  tradition  points  out  the  grave  of  Sir  James 
the  Rose,  who  was  slain  by  Sir  John  the  Graeme,  when  contending  for  the  hand 
of  Iy>rd  Buclian's  daughter. 
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Fwnm  and  Farming. 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  piurely  agricul- 
tural  holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

Xo.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     Mo.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

15  20  20  16  13 

And  six  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 
Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Crimond,  year  1872-73,  £5,254  14    2 


Do.       Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood 

lands, 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  and  Moss  sold  for  Fuel, 

Do.       SmaU  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value, 


375    0    0 

75    4    0 

143  10    0 


Total  value,        ......    £5,848    8    2 

Land  otvners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Sir  Alexander  Bannerman,  Bart.,  Crimond  and  Logie. 
James  Cumine,  Esq.  of  Rattray. 
Miss  Mai^garet  Laing  of  Haddo. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  5  in  number. 

Farming. — The  rotation  of  cropping  is  adapted  to  the  kind  or 
qualitjr  of  the  soil,  and  varys  from  the  5th  to  the  6th  and  the 
7th  shift  course.  Although,  generally  speaking,  there  is  no 
want  of  stone  material  for  enclosing  (if  quarries  were  opened 
up),  and  of  water  for  supplying  enclosures,  still  there  are  few 
farms  in  the  parish  which  are  substantially  enclosed,  and  the 
cultivation  of  hedges  for  that  purpose  being  but  partially  en- 
couraged. 

The  farm  buildings  on  most  of  the  smaller  holdings  have 
thatched  roofs,  and  are  of  an  inferior  description.  Tnose  on 
the  larger  farms  are  slated,  and  some  of  them  are  very  com- 
modious and  substantial.  The  general  duration  of  leases  is 
for  19  years. 

Roads. 

The  Peterhead  and  Fraserburgh,  or  what  is  called  the  Cortie- 
brae  turnpike  road,  intersects  the  parish  from  south  to  north, 
for  about  two  miles,  and  the  Loch-hills  road  from  west  to  east, 
aflbrds  ffood  accommodation  in  that  direction. 

The  criurch  of  Crimond  is  within  three  miles  of  the  Lonmay 
Station  of  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway  (Fraserburgh 
extension),  and  it  is  42  niih.'s  from  Aberdeen,  and  SJ  miles  from 
Fnis4!rburgh. 
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Ma  iu*io n  Ho u nes. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Rattray,  formerly  Broadland,  is  an 
elegant  commodious  building,  in  the  personal  occupation  of  the 
proj>rietor.  The  old  houst^s  of  Haduo  and  Logie  are  occupitnl 
by  the  tenants  of  the  manor  farms.  The  Manse  is  an  old  but 
commodious  building,  attached  to  which  there  is  about  8J  acres 
of  an  excellent  glebe. 

The  Church  was  built  in  1812,  and  is  seated  for  500.  It  is  a 
handsome  building,  surmounted  by  a  steej^^le  of  no  mean  height, 
and  a  clock  of  superior  workmanship,  which  was  presented  by 
the  late  James  Ljiing,  Esq.  of  Hatldo,  one  of  the  heritors  in  the 
parisk 

Fillings. 

The  fishing  villajife  of  Rattmy-head  consists  of  only  a  few 
houses,  as  the  landing  place  for  boats  affords  but  little  protec- 
tion for  carrying  on  sucli  an  occupation. 

hms,  Alehouses,  <tc. 
There  are  no  fairs  nor  inns  in  the  jiarish,  and  only  one  shop 
licensed  to  retail  sj^irits. 

^    Zoology. 

Of  water  birds,  which  are  common  either  on  the  sea  shore, 
or  visitants  to  the  Loch  of  Strath-beg,  we  have  the  Gannet 
(Svla  ha80va)y  the  common  Yider  (Sornateria  vioUisifima)^  the 
common  Duck  (Anas  bosehas),  the  n  igeon  (Arias  pendapel  the 
Teal  (Alias  ci'eeca),the  wild  Swaii(Cygnus  ferus),tne  OTey  Goose 
(Anser  'j^olustris),  the  wild  Goose  (Aiiser  ferus),  and  occasion- 
ally the  Brent  Goose  (Anser  hreiita),  the  northern  Diver 
(ColyTiibus  glaciolisjy  the  foolish  Guillemot  (Uria  troile),  the 
common  Gull  (Larus  canus),  the  yellow-legged  Gull  (Iaxi-us 
fuscus),  and  the  Kittiwake  (Larus  'i'issa). 

WadevSyikc. — The  common  Heronf"^  vdea  civereaj.the  Bittern 
(Ardea  stellaris),  scarce,  the  common  Crane  (Grus  cinerea),  the 
\Vater-rail^iia//i/8ag'M(/fR'aA*^,theCorn-crake(^0?'f?/(/c>mc/racrexj, 
the  Water-nen  (Galliuula  cldoro}ms),  the  common  Coot  (Ftdica 
atra),  the  Red  Coot-foot  (Lobipes  hyperboi'eus),  the  common 
CHirlew  (N^t7nenius  arquata),  the  Red-shank  (Totanus calidris), 
the  green  Sand-piper  (Totanus  ochropus),  tne  common  SBJid- 
-pij^erf  Totanus  hyi>oleu€os),  the  Wood-cock  (Scolopax  rusticda), 
the  common  Snipe  (Scolopox  gallinago),  the  Jack  Snipe  f'Sco/o- 
pax  gallimdo)y  tlie  common  Lapwing  (Vanulus  cristatus),  tlie 
green  Plover  (Ckaradrius  pilmnalis). 

Among  sea  tishes  we  have  the  sea  Lamprey  (Petromyzon 
niffrinus),  the  glutinous  Hag  (My.rlvp  ghttinoff(f)jhQ  Dog-fish 
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(Sj/ivrtx  acanthias),  the  Greenland  Shark  (Svy7)inu8  Bm^ealis), 
the  Skate  (Rii'ia  batis),  the  Herring  (Civ pea  haremgus),  the  com- 
mon Cod  (Moi'hua  vulgaris),  the  speckled  Cod  fMm^hua  putic- 
tatus)y  the  Haddock  (Morkua  (nglefinus),  the  Ling  (Molva  vul- 
gains),  common  Tusk  (Brosmus  vulgans).  Whiting  (Merlaiigus 
vulgaris),  Coal-fish  (Merlavgus  carbonaris).  Hake  (Merlucius 
vulgaris),  common  Turbot  (Pleuronedus  7iiaximus),  common 
Sole (Solea  vulgaris),  FlaiaefPlatessa  vulgaris),  Flounder  (Pto- 
tessa  Jlesus),  Conner  Eel  {AriguUla  conger),  common  Mackerel 
(Scoriiber  vulgaris),  John  Dory  (Zeus  iJoree),  the  finner  Whale 
(Physeter  lursio),  and  the  Porpess  {DeliMnus  phoccena). 

Poor  ami  Parochial  Fuiuls. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CRIMOND  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments,        .  £153  14    1^ 

Do.     from  Mortitications,  and  all  other  sources,       IG    3    1 

£169  17  10 

Expetiditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  £140    7    7 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 0    6    6. 

Medical  Relief, 10  10    0 

Management, 25    7  11 

Expended  on  Buildings,  not  being  authorised,    .  4    2    0 

To  Balance, 10  16    2 

Total  Expenditure £180  14    0 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


1  Population 

lUlievod  during  the 

vear. 

Died  or  ceafted  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

1       1861. 

Malei. 

Females. 

ToUl. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
ter 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 

Catiual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

892 

6 

17 

23 

12 

4 

2 

1 

0 

3 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34-,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 
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The  old  chapel  and  churchyard  of  Rattray  is  said  to  have  been 

the  place  whore  "  a  son  of Cumine,  Earl  of  Buehan, 

was  drowned  accidentally  in  a  well — whereupon  this  chanpell 
was  founded  for  his  souL"  Tlie  ruins  of  this  chapel  we  nave 
already  descrihed,  therefore,  we  have  only  to  add  that,  "  It  is 
supposed  to  have  been  a  private  chapel  for  the  use  of  the  Earl 
of  Buchan*s  faniilv ; "  but  afterwards,  and  "  between  the  years 
1214  and  1233,  \Villiam  Cumine,  Earl  of  Buehan,  endowed  it 
with  two  stont»s  of  wax,  l)eing  the  rents  of  the  Mill  of  Strath- 
eyn  (Strichen),  and  Kindrochet  (Kindrought),  at  Whitsuncky 
yearly,  in  free  alms  for  ever,  to  the  chapel  of  the  blessed  Vir^ 
Mary,  in  the  town  of  Rettra  in  Buehan."*  "  At  a  later  period 
the  payment  was  changed  into  one  of  money.  In  the  yciir 
1451,  quoting  Pratt's  history  of  the  Burgh  of  Rattray,  Master 
Richard  of  f  orbes,  the  chamberlain  of  the  crown-lands  in  Mar 
and  Buehan,  in  accounting  for  the  barony  of  Kynedward,  then 
in  the  king's  hands  by  the  death  of  Alexander,  Earl  of  Ross, 
makes  deduction  of  six  shillings  naid  to  the  chaplain  of  Rettra, 
from  the  lands  of  Strichen."f  Ine  Castle  Hill  stands  about  a 
fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  old  chapeL  The  castle, 
which  stood  upon  it,  was  one  of  the  seats  of  the  Earl  of  Buehan ; 
but  after  the  defeat  of  Cumine  by  King  Robert  Bruce,  at  the 
battle  of  Barra,  it  fell  into  ruin8,J  and  now  not  a  vestige  of  it 
remains,  the  site  having  been  blown  ever  with  sjind  ;  and  the 
once  good  harbour  of  llattray  is  now  choked  up  by  the  drifting 
sand. 

"  Around  the  chapel  formerly  stood  the  burgh  of  Rattray." 
The  origin  of  the  erection  of  this  hamlet  into  a  royal  bur^h  is 
singular  ;  but  there  are  few  now  can  claim  its  privileges.  '*  Tliere 
being  a  hot  contention,  under  Queen  Marj,  oetween  the  Earls 
of  P>rol  and  Marischal,  about  the  superiority  of  this  little  town 
of  Rattray,  the  Queen,  to  prevent  further  dispute,  erected  it  into 
a  royal  burgh ;  whence,  at  this  day,  there  is  no  custom  paid  at 
its  markets,  nor  do  its  inhabitants  hold  by  the  tenure  of  com- 
mon tenants,  but  as  feuars,  the  town  having  lost  its  honours 
and  magistracy,  and  yet  none  but  the  king  being  properly 
superior  of  it." 

♦  Registrum  Episco.  Aberdon.,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  14,  15. 

t  The  Chamberlain  Rolls,  Vol.  III.,  p.  520. 

X  The  existence  of  this  castle  has  been  disputed  ;  but  local  tradition,  and  the 
popular  designation  of  the  *'  Castle  Hill,"  aro  Iwth  favourable  to  the  above  state- 
imnt.      Iiiuli.in,  by  tlu"  Kfv.  l>r.  Pratt. 
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III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  very  conveniently  situated  on  the  line 
of  the  chief  road  leading  rrom  Peterhead  to  Fraserburgh,  and 
within  four  miles  of  the  utmost  extremity  of  the  parish.  The 
stipend  is  15  chalders,  half  barley,  and  half  meal,  payable  by 
the  liars'  prices  of  the  County,  with  £8  6s.  8d.  for  communion 
elements.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  £20, 
and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £12  a-year.  The  schoolmaster's 
house  and  school-room,  are  superior  buildings,  and  the  school- 
master's emoluments,  exclusive  of  the  Dick  and  Milne  bequests, 
are  considerably  above  the  average. 

Parochial  Megist^rs. — ^These  commence  in  the  year  1718, 
from  which  time  till  now  the  Session  Records,  as  to  discipline 
and  disbursements  to  the  poor,  have  been  regularly  kept.  The 
Registers  of  Baptism  commence  in  1743.  At  present  (1842), 
there  is  much  culpable  negligence  in  regard  to  tlie  registering 
of  birtha  Until  very  recently,  no  regular  register  of  marriages 
and  deaths  was  kept. 

School  Board, — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
Dr.  Irvine,  E.  C,  is  chairman,  William  B.  Robertson,  clerk  and 
treasurer.  School  Rate,  2d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught. 
There  is  but  one  School  in  the  parish,  with  male  and  female 
teachers,  and  120  scholars. 

Besides  the  Parish  School,  there  are  several  female  schools 
for  the  initiatory  branches  of  education,  and  a  Sabbath-school  ■ 
has  long  been  established.      There  is  a  Parish  Library  which 
contains  several  hundred  volumes  of  books  on  practical  infor- 
mation, and  a  juvenile  Library  connected  with  the  Parish  School. 

IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Among  many  eminent  men  born  in,  or  connected  by  ancestry 
with  the  parish,  says  the  author  of  the  New  Statistical  Account, 
are  Dr.  Arthur  Johnston,  the  famous  Latin  poet  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  John  Farquhar,  bom  at  Bilbo,  and 
afterwards  well  kiiown  as  "  the  rich  Farquhar  of  Fonthill."  The 
honour  of  having  riven  birth  to  Johnston,  however,  must  be 
left  to  the  parish  of  Keith-hall,  as  the  poet  himself  in  speaking 
of 

**  Inneruriay 
Urbfl  dilecta  mihi,  te  moUibns  allait  undis 
Urius,  antiqnilm  nomon,  et  inde  trahis 
Te  quoque  Dona  rigat,  cristallo  pnrior,  ilium 
Mox  Pariochaeia  t^i'tw  augft  aquie." 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Johnston,  a  former  minister  of  the  parish,  left 
a  legacy  of  £400  sterling,  the  interest  of  which  is  paid  to  the 
parochial  schoolmaster. 

The  late  James  L.ving,  Esq.  of  Haddo,  and  of  Streatham, 
Surrey,  a  native  of  the  j>arish,  presented  a  clock  and  bell  to 
the  church. 

The  late  James  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Logie,  a  native  of  this 
parish,  and  afterwards  in  Mains  of  Orrok,  in  Belhelvie,  was  the 
first  to  propagate,  and  bring  to  perfection  what  is  now  well 
known  as  the  Aberdeenshire  yellow  turnip;  and  while  he 
fanned  the  Plains  of  Logie,  in  1798,  he  produced  the  greatest 
crop  of  ruta-baga,  or  Swedish  turnips,  that  is  known  to  have 
been  raised  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain* 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

In  addition  to  the  historical  antiquities  of  the  parish,  we  have 
to  notice  the  ruins  of  the  old  Parish  Church,  wluch  has  1576 
above  one  of  the  doors.  It  is  probable,  however,  as  the  Rev.  J. 
B.  Pratt  remarks,  "  that  it  had  only  been  repaired  in  that  year, 
as  there  is  still  a  font-stone  in  the  east  end  This  font-stone 
was  probably  the  Piscina — a  font  in  the  eant  end  of  a  church 
would  have  been  an  anomaly  at  any  time  antecedent  to  this 
period  The  church  of  Crimond  is  said  to  have  been  erected 
into  a  prebend  of  Saint  Machar,  at  Aberdeen,  by  Bishop  Richard 
Poiton,  in  the  year,  12G2.  In  the  year  1437,  the  Prebendary 
of  Crethmont  was  required  to  find  a  deacon  to  serve  as  his  vicar 
in  the  cathedral ;  and,  according  to  the  Registrum  Episcopa- 
turn  Aherdon.,  in  the  year  1505,  John  Cardno  is  collated  to  the 
vicary  of  Crechtmont,  erected  by  Mr.  Gawin  Dunbar,  vacant  by 
the  cfeath  of  Sir  John  Saucliak ' 

On  the  farm  of  Mains  of  Logie,  are  the  remains  of  a  Druidi- 
cal  temple,  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  some  of  the 
stones  standing  round  the  circle  are  of  gigantic  dimensions. 

*  Dr.  Skene  Keith,  in  noticing  this  extraordinary  crop  of  rutabaga  tamips. 
Bays  that, — **  Some  of  the  single  tamips,  with  their  leaves,  weighed  17  lbs.,  and 
many  of  them  weighed  16  lbs.  each.  I^^one  of  this  turnip  was  used  till  the  spring 
was  far  advanced,  and  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  season  (1799),  there 
was  not  a  single  plant  of  the  rutabaga  injured  by  it.  It  ought  to  be  here  noticed, 
that  the  weight  mentioned,  viz.,  56  tons  II  cwt.  1  qr.,  per  Scotch  acre,  is  equal 
to  41  tons  10  cwt.  and  25  lbs.,  to  the  English  acre,  and  that  it  weighed  several 
tons  more  on  the  25th  May,  1709,  owing  to  its  load  of  leaves,  than  it  would  hare 
done  in  January  before  the  plants  began  to  shoot.  Yet  it  certainly  was  an  ex- 
traordinary crop  ;  being  nearly  one-third  part  more  than  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
crop  of  rutabaga,  at  Wobum,  in  1798,  viz.,  33  tons  10  cv^.  and  a  half  per 
EngliHh  iicTC." 
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Many  ancient  coins  have  been  turned  up  by  the  plough,  near 
the  site  of  the  old  burgh  of  Rattray ;  but  no  record  of  the  dates 
on  any  of  them  have  been  preserved. 

Crimond  is  said  to  have  been  the  scene  of  a  traric  event, 
celebrated  in  the  ballad  poetry  of  Scotland.  "  Near  the  Mill  of 
Hatldo,"  says  the  author  of  the  New  Statistical  Account,  "  at  a 
spot  called  the  Battle  Fauldy  tradition  points  out  the  grave  of 
Sir  James  the  Rose,  who  was  slain  in  mortal  combat  by  Sir 
John  the  Graeme,  when  contending  for  the  hand  of  Lord 
Buchan's  daughter."  The  beautiful  ballad  by  Michael  Bruce, 
entitled  Sir  James  the  Rose,  points  to  the  banks  of  the  Ugie, 
at  the  Abbey  of  Deer,  as  having  been  the  scene  of  this  tragic 
event  The  older  ballad,  entitled  "  The  Young  Heir  of  Balei- 
chan,"  or  Baleighan,  which  is  apparently  founded  on  the  same 
event,  is  claimed  for  this  parish  ;  while  the  same  ballad  is  said 
to  be  founded  on  a  traditionary  tale  of  Baleichan  in  Forfarshire. 
We  append  the  older  version  of  the  ballad  of  Sir  James  the 
Rose,  which  first  appeared  in  Pinkerton's  collection  : — 

"0  HEAUD  ye  of  Sir  James  the  Rose, 
The  young  heir  o'  Baleighan  ? 
For  he  has  kiUed  a  gallant  squire, 
And  his  friends  are  out  to  take  him. 

Now  his  gane  to  the  house  of  Mar, 

Where  nane  might  seek  to  find  him. 
To  see  his  dear  he  did  repair, 

Weening  she  would  befriend  him. 

"  Where  are  ye  going,  Sir  James,"  she  says, 

**  Or  where  awa'  are  ye  riding  ?  " 
''01  maun  be  bound  to  a  foreign  land. 
For  now  I'm  under  hiding  ; 

Where  shall  I  me,  where  shaU  I  run, 

Where  shall  I  gae  to  lay  me  ? 
For  I  hae  killed  a  gallant  squire, 

And  his  friends  they  seek  to  slay  me.'' 

"  O  gae  you  down  to  yon  laish  house, 
And  I'll  pay  there  your  lawing  ; 
And  as  I  am  your  leman  true, 
I'U  meet  you  at  the  dawing." 

'*  rU  no  gae  doun  to  yon  laigh  house, 
For  you  to  pay  my  lawinff  ; 
But  111  lay  me  aoun  upon  the  bent. 
And  bide  there  tiU  the  dawing.*' 

He's  turned  him  richt  and  round  about. 

And  rowed  him  in  his  brechan, 
And  he  has  gane  to  tak'  a  sleep, 

In  the  lawlands  o'  Baleighan. 

Ho  wasna  well  gane  out  o'  sight, 

Nor  was  he  past  Millstrethen, 
When  four-ana-twenty  belted  knights 

Cam'  riding  ower  the  Lethan. 
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"  O  hae  ye  seen  Sir  James  the  Rose, 
The  young  heir  o'  Baleighan  ? 
For  he  has  killed  a  gallimt  ac^oira. 
And  we  are  sent  to  take  him.'* 

'*  Yos,  I  have  seen  Sir  James,"  she  said, 
'*  lie  passed  bv  here  on  Monday, 
Gin  the  8too<l  be  swift  that  he  rides  on. 
He's  past  the  heights  o*  Landie." 

As  thev  rade  on,  man  after  man. 
She  loudly  cried  behind  them, 
"Gin  veil  gie  me  a  worthy  meid, 
I'll  tell  ye  where  to  find  him." 

' '  O  tell  us  that,  and,  on  our  band, 

Ye'se  get  his  purse  and  brechan." 
'*  Seek  yo  the  bank  aboon  the  mill, 

I'  the  lawlands  o'  Baleighan." 

They  sought  the  bank  aboon  the  mill, 

I'  the  lawlands  aboon  Baleighan, 
And  there  they  found  Sir  James  the  Rose, 

Was  lying  in  his  brechan. 

Then  out  and  spake  Sir  John  the  Grsmo, 

Who  had  the  charge  in  keeping. 
It's  ne'er  be  said,  brave  gentlemen. 

We  kiUeil  a  man  when  sleeping. 

'*  Rise  up,  rise  up.  Sir  James,"  he  said, 
•*  Rise  up,  since  now  we've  found  ye  ; 
"We've  ta  en  the  broadsword  frae  your  side. 
And  angry  men  are  round  ye." 

**  O  pardon,  pardon,  gentlemen. 

Have  mercy  now  upon  me  ! " 
"  Such  as  you  gave,  such  shall  you  have, 

And  so  we  fall  upon  ye." 

Syne  they  took  out  his  bleeding  heart, 

And  set  it  on  a  spear  ; 
Then  took  it  to  the  house  o'  Mar, 

And  showed  it  to  his  dear. 

•*  We  couldna  gie  Sir  James's  purse, 
We  couldna  gie  his  brechan, 
But  there  ye  hae  the  bluidy  heart 
O'  the  young  heir  o'  Baleighan." 

"  Sir  James  the  Rose,  O  for  thy  sake, 
My  heart  is  now  a-breakins  ; 
Curs'd  be  the  day  I  did  thee  betray. 
Thou  brave  heir  o*  Baleighan  ! " 

Then  up  she  raise,  and  forth  she  gaes, 

And  m  that  hour  o'  teen,* 
She  wandered  to  the  dowiet  | 

And  never  mair  was  seen. 

Logie  in  Crimond,  formerly  the  property  and  residence  of 
Gordon  of  Logic,  is  interesting  as  the  scene  of  the  beautiful 
song  of  "  Logie  o*  Buchan."    "The  hero  of  that  song,"  says  the 

•  ♦•  Teen,"  griet  f  "  Dowle,"  droary. 
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Rev.  George  Cruden,  late  minister  of  Logic-Buchan,  "  was  a 
gardener  at  Logie  in  Crimond,  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
century;  the  heroiiiey  a  good-looking  little  woman,  whom  I 
have  often  seen  in  my  early  years,  then  married  to  a  respectable 
farmer;  and  its  author,  said  to  be  Mr.  George  Halket,  a 
poetical  genius  who  taught  a  school  in  that  neighbourhood, 
and  whose  rise  in  life  was  probably  prevented  by  his  Jacobitical 
principles."  He  is  reputed  to  have  written  some  of  the  popular 
songs  that  greatly  aided  the  Pretender*s  cause  in  Scotlana : — 

"  O  Loons  o*  Buchan,  0  Lo^e  the  laird. 
They  ha'e  Wen  awa'  Jaime,  that  delved  in  the  yard, 
Who  play'd  on  the  pipe,  and  the  viol  sae  sma' ; 
They  ha'e  ta'en  awa^  Jamie,  the  flower  o'  them  a*. 

He  said,  Think  na  lang  lassie,  tho'  I  gang  awa' ; 

He  said.  Think  na  lang  lassie,  tho'  I  gang  awa' ; 

The  sinmier  is  come,  and  the  winter's  awa', 

And  I'U  come  and  see  thee  in  spite  o'  them  a'. 

Tho'  Sandy  has  owsen,  and  siller,  and  kye  ; 
A  house  and  a  hadden,  and  a'  things  forbye  : 
Yet  I'd  tak'  my  ain  lad,  wi'  his  staff  in  his  hand, 
Before  I'd  ha'e  him,  wi'  the  houses  and  land. 
He  said.  Think  na  lang  lassie,  &a 

My  daddie  looks  sulk^,  my  minnie  looks  sour. 
They  frown  upon  Jamie  because  he  is  poor  : 
But  daddie  and  minnie  altho'  that  they  be,  • 
There's  nane  o'  them  a'  like  my  Jamie  to  me. 
He  said.  Think  na  lang  lassie,  &c. 

I  sit  on  my  creepie,  I  spin  at  my  wheel, 

I  think  on  my  Jamie  that  lo'es  me  sae  weel ; 

He  had  but  ae  saxpence,  he  brack  it  in  twa, 

And  gi'ed  me  the  hauf  o't  when  he  gaed  awa', 
Then  haste  ye  back,  Jamie,  and  bide  na  awa', 
Then  haste  ye  back,  Jamie,  and  bide  na  awa', 
The  simmer  is  come,  and  the  winter's  awa'. 
And  ye'U  come  and  see  me  in  spite  o'  them  a'." 


PARISH  OF  CRUDEN. 


Presbytery  of  Ellon — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 

In  some  old  records  the  name  is  written  Crudane,  and  takes 
its  rise  from  Crojii  Dane,  signifying,  "  Kill  the  Dane,"  originat- 
ing in  the  famous  battle  between  Knig  Malcolm  II.  of  Scotland, 
and  Canute,  son  of  Sueno,  king  of  Denmark  Tho  battle  was 
fought  in  the  year  1014,  in  the  hollow  of  Ardendraught,  where 
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the  D.incs  then  h  id  a  castle.  The  Scots  were  victorious,  an  1 
ou  the  site  of  the  battle  field  they  erected  a  chapel,  aud  buried 
the  dead  of  both  armies. 

The  parish  of  Cruden  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish 
of  Peterhead  ;  on  the  east  by  the  German  Ocean,  along  which  it 
has  a  sea  bo.ird  of  about  ei^^ht  miles  ;  on  the  south  it  is  bounded 
by  the  parishes  of  Slains,  Loo-ie-Buchan,  and  Ellon  ;  and  on  the 
west  by  the  parishes  of.  Old  Deer  and  Longside. 

Extent 
Tlie  extreme  length  from  south-west  to  north-east  is  8  J  miles, 
and  the  extreme  bri\adth  from  south-east  to  north-west  is  six 
miles ;  and  the  whole  area  is  computed  to  be  18,444  acres. 

Toj)ography. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  parish  of  Cruden  may  be  termed 
a  large  undulating  valley,  having,  on  the  north,  or  Peterhead 
boundary,  the  rid<je  of  the  Stirlino^hill  (2G0  feet),  and  the  Black- 
hill  (320  feet),  the  intermediate  ridge  beinc^  somewhat  lower.  On 
the  west  there  are  the  hills  of  Gjisk,  Aldie,  and  Moreseat  (450 
feet),  and  those  of  Auquhamey  and  Dudwick  (562  feet)  above 
sea  level ;  while,  on  the  south  division,  there  is  the  long  flat 
hill  of  the  Kiplaws  (180  feet),  stretching  along  the  Slains  boun- 
dary. Along  the  valley  formed  by  the  burn  of  Cruden,  there 
are  the  steep  braes  of  Ardendraught,  and  Ardifteries,  with  the 
higher  hill  slopes  of  the  Auchleuchries  (350  feet),  and  of 
Autiuharney  on  the  south-west  of  the  parish,  with  those  formed 
by  tlie  burn  of  Braco  in  the  central  division,  aud  the  lower  un- 
dulating ground  along  the  burn  of  Gask  in  the  north-west 
division.  The  sea  coast,  south  of  the  bay  and  "  Scares  of  Cru- 
den," presents  a  series  of  bold  precipitous  rocks,  which  rise 
from  50  to  150  feet,  almost  in  perpendicular  height  from  the 
sea.  North  of  the  sandy  bay  of  Cruden,  which  occupies  about 
two  miles  of  the  shore,  the  rocks  are  more  formidable.  On  this 
division  of  the  coast  there  is  the  Pot  of  the  Bailer  of  Buchan* 
(150  feet  in  height),  which  has,  on  the  sea  side,  a  high  natural 
arch  through  which  boats  can  enter.  The  Bow  of  Pitiua rtlackie 
is  a  natural  arch  across  a  long  ravine,  with  mural  precipices 
of  rugged  rocks  on  both  sides  of  immense  height.     The  isolated 

*  "  The  Pot,  as  it  is  locally  called,  and  also  on  the  sea  front,  a  narrow  path- 
way  being  left,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  feet,  (juite  round  the  basin.  It  is 
scarcely  possible  to  overstate  the  imposing  maguiticence  of  these  muite  sea 
walls,  which  seem  to  bid  an  eternal  defiance  to  wind  and  wave  ;  the  natural 
cleava'^e  of  the  rocks  greatly  enhancing  the  beauty  of  the  scene.  The  Bailers 
will  well  repay  the  curiosity  of  the  tourist  or  sight-seer."  Buchan,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Pratt,  fcf.,  1858. 
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rt>ck  of  Dwn-buy  has  a  magnificent  natural  arch  which  can  be 
approached  onl)'-  by  boat.  Ttiis  rock*  swarms  with  migratory 
soa  birds,  especially  in  the  breeding  season.  In  the  face  of  the 
clitfe  along  the  shore,  there  are  numerous  subterranean  caverns, 
yawning  chasms,  deep  gullies,  and  dark  ravines,  into  which  the 
sea  dashes  in  easterly  gales  with  fearful  violence. 

Geology  and  Soils. 

The  rocks  along  the  sea  shore,  south  of  the  bay  of  Cruden, 
are  composed  of  greenstone  or  basalt,  those  to  the  north  of  the 
baj^  consist  of  red  granite,  and  trap-dykes  on  the  Blackliill, 
which  is  upon  the  Longhaven  shore,  several  granite  quarries 
are  worked  from  the  face  of  the  cliffs  which  overhang  the  sea, 
and  to  these  quarries  the  workmen  descend  from  a  tremendous 
height  Jby  lad!aers,  to  one  working  shelf  and  then  to  another. 
When  the  blocks  are  cut,  they  are  drawn  up  by  machinery,  and 
the  debris  of  the  quarry  is  tumbled  over  the  lower  precipica 
The  small  rent  these  quarries  bring  (£75  a-year),  may  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  great  expense  incurred  in  working  them,  and 
the  heavy  land  carriage  of  the  stones  to  the  Peterhead  Railway 
Station,  the  distance  being  nearly  five  miles.    Advancing  inland 
from  these  quarries,  on  the  sea  shore  the  granite  rock  rises  to 
the  surface  of  the  highest  ridges,  along  with  imbedded  masses  of 
tabular  greenstone,  or  trap,  and  felspar,  with  bouldere  of  coarse 
granite,  syenite,  quartz,  and  felspar  porphory.     On  the  extreme 
west  of  the  parish,  the  rock  consists  of  coarse  gneiss,  associated 
with  quartz  and  red  granite,  a  good  deal  of  the  latter  being  found 
in  a  (lecomposed  state,  and  only  lit  for  road  making.     A  consi- 
derable part  of  the  west  bounding  hills  and  lower  hillocks  are 
composed  of  rough  gravel  and  sand,  loose  con^jlomerates  mixed 
with  clay  and  flints,  deposits  evidently  resultmg  from  dilluvial 
action.     Most  of  the  higher  hills  on  the  north  and  west  have 
been  deeply  covered  with  moss,  imbedding  the  remains  of  oak, 
alder,  and  birch  trees ;  and  in  the  boggy  gullets  of  these  hills, 
there  are  masses  of  what  is  called  sinter,  or  bog  iron  ore, 
which  has  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  water  in  the  streams 
b(}fore  reaching  the  lower  ground.     At  no  very  remote  period, 
there  has  been  along  parts  of  the  lower  course  of  the  burn  of 
(Jask,  and  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  burn  of  Cruden,  consider- 
able deposits  of  moss,  which  has,  during  the  progress  of  cultiva- 
tion, mostly  disappeared     The  steep  braes  of  Ardiffery,  and 
the  various  braes  and  knolls  along  the  burn  of  Cruden,  are 
chiefly  composed    of  hard  clayey  gravel,  while   the   knolls 

*  **  Dun-huUlhie,  or  yellow  rock,  has  its  name  and  colour  from  the  dung  of 
the  8ca-fowl  which  fre<iuenta  it  in  spring  for  incubation." 

'2n 
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and  higher  ground  along  the  bum  of  Braco  are  composed  of 
coarse  slaty  gneiss,  and  rough  ^^raveL  The  shore  along  the  bay 
of  Cruden  is  composed  of  drift  sand,  which  has  been  drifted 
inland  for  a  considerable  distance  towards  Ardendraught  In  the 
valley,  the  sand  has  been  found  overlying  rich  yellow  clay,  to 
the  aepth  of  from  four  to  six  feet,  and,  on  the  clay  being  turned 
up,  it  produced  a  soil  well  worthy  of  cultivation.  We  have  next 
to  notice  the  presence  of  chalk  flints,  which  are  thickly  scattere<l 
over  the  western  division  of  the  parish,  and,  however  mteresting 
the  occurrence  of  these  flints,  which  usually  contain  organic 
remains,  it  is  always  diflBcult  to  refer  these  rolled  fragments  to 
their  parent  stoct;  we  only  know  that  they  have  not  been 
detached  from  existing  formations,  and  to  account  for  their 
api>earance  here  is  a  part  of  geological  science  which  is  beset  with 
many  difiiculties.  It  would  be  idle  to  speculate  now  as  to 
where  the  chalk  and  lias  beds  occur  from  which  these  flints 
must  have  come,  but,  this  we  know,  that,  in  the  south  of  Sweden, 
there  are  lias  beds  containing  coal  which  rests  on  gneiss  and  are 
covered  by  chalk ;  and  that  in  Sutherland,  the  oolitic  strata 
appears,  therefore,  it  is  not  improbable  that  our  true  intermedial 
position  may  have  at  one  time  supported  strata  of  the  chalk 
formation,  from  which  these  flints  have  been  derived. 

Soils. — ^To  the  south  of  the  bum  of  Cruden,  the  soil  consists 
chiefly  of  a  yellow  loam,  resting  on  gravel  and  gravelly  clay, 
which  generally  produces  good  crops.  On  the  higher  hilfy 
range  of  the  parish,  to  the  west  and  north,  there  is  great  variety 
of  soil,  varying  from  good  yellow  soil,  which  overlies  dilluvial 
sand  and  gravel,  to  poor  stony  clay,  and  black  moorish  soil  as 
we  approach  the  mosses.  In  the  lower  valley,  the  soil  is  clay, 
frequently  of  a  very  retentive  nature,  caused  by  the  absence  of 
silicious  matter,  but  again,  their  is  much  of  it  of  great  fertility, 
while  there  are  many  intermediate  varieties. 

Hydrography, 

The  bum  of  Cruden,  which  is  the  principal  stream  connected 
with  the  parish,  has  its  source  in  the  hills  of  Dudwick,  on  the 
south-west  boundary,  and,  after  a  winding  north-easterly  course 
of  about  10  miles,  falls  into  the  sea  at  the  Ward.  It  has  for  its 
chief  tributaries  the  bum  of  Braco,  which  drains  a  portion  of 
the  central  division,  and  the  bum  of  Gask,  which  drains  the 
north  and  north-west  division.  The  lower  part  of  the  burn  of 
Cruden,  by  the  manse,  up  to  the  Ellon  turnpike,  has  a  very 
sluggish  flow.  The  upper  waters  of  the  stream  are  utilised 
for  propelling  the  machinery  of  a  wool  mill  at  Auquhamey,  and 
the  lower,  for  propelling  the  machinery  of  several  meal  mills 
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along  its  course,  otherwise  the  water  power  of  the  parish  is  only 
used  for  agricultural  purposes.  There  are  several  chalybeate 
springs,  one  in  the  face  of  the  rock  at  the  Bullers,  and  one  on 
the  top  of  a  rock  near  Dun-buy ;  the  waters  of  the  former  being 
similar  and  fully  as  strong  as  the  Peterhead  mineral  water. 
There  are  very  few  springs  of  pure  water  in  the  parish,  the 
greater  number  being  tainted  with  iron  ore. 

Fisheries, — ^The  sea  salmon  tishings  in  the  bay  of  Cruden, 
and  on  the  Longhaven  shore,  are  of  considerable  value,  renting 
in  all,  £255  a-year.  The  salmon  are  fished  by  stake  and  bag  nets. 
There  are  three  white  fishing  stations  and  boat  landing  places, 
one  at  Whinny-fold,  one  at  the  Ward  of  Cruden,  and  one  at 
BuUers-Buchan;  the  most  of  the  boats,  however,  land  at  the  two 
former  places.  During  the  summer  season,  small  vessels  laden 
with  coal  and  lime  land  their  cargoes  at  the  Ward,  which  con- 
tains a  population,  chiefly  fishing,  of  over  200  ;  Whinny-fold 
contains  a  fishing  population  oi  about  120,  and  in  BuUers- 
Buchan  there  are  about  80  inhabitants.  Two  years  ago,  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  or  provisional  order,  was  obtained  for  construct- 
ing a  harbour,  or  piers  for  vessels  at  Ward,  but  as  yet  nothing 
has  been  done.* 

ArboriciUture. 

Some  belts  and  clumps  of  hardwood  have  been  formed  in  the 
grounds  of  Slains  Castle,  and  along  the  approaches  thereto,  but 
from  every  appearance  the  destructive  influence  of  the  sea 
breeze  will  prevent  them  reaching  to  anything  but  bushes.  In 
the  valley  of  Cruden,  by  Nethermill  and  the  manse,  there 
are  several  clumps  of  hardwood  trees,  and  some  old  thorn 
hedges,  which  do  not  appear  in  a  very  satisfactory  state,  with 
some  clumps  of  willow  and  alder  bushes  at  farm  yards,  but 
altogether  the  country  is  bare,  and  destitute  of  shelter  arising 
either  from  trees,  hedges,  or  high  hilla  On  the  hill  of  Auquhar- 
ney,  which  lies  in  the  south-west  division  of  the  parish,  a  large 
extent  of  hill  ground  was  planted  (about  40  years  acfo),  with 
Scots  firs  and  larch.  On  the  higher  ground,  the  trees  nave  but 
a  stunted  and  bushy  appearance,  but  on  the  lower  and  more 
8l)eltered  slopes  of  the  nill,  the  hardwood  trees  have  grown 
more  freely,  and  have  become  of  great  value  for  shelter,  and 
in  improving  the  appearance  of  the  country. 

*  New  Harbour  of  Cmden.^The  Board  of  Trade  has  made  an  order  in  favour 
of  the  Earl  of  Errol  for  the  construction  of  a  harbour  at  the  village  of  the  Ward 
of  Cruden.  The  harbour  works  are  to  consist  of  a  south  breakwater,  terminat- 
ing at  a  point  in  the  bay  500  feet  from  the  west  end  of  the  shop  of  Mr.  Summers, 
merchant,  WardhiU  ;  and  a  west  brejUcwater,  commencing  400  feet  west  of  said 
shop,  and  terminating  at  a  point  in  the  bay  520  feet  south  of  the  salmon-house. 
Three  quay  walls  are  to  be  erected,  and  a  proper  access  made  to  the  south  break- 
water and  quays.     With  power  to  levy  dues,  &o. 


436  FARMS  AND   F.UIMIXG. 

Ft  I  rriiA  a  v  d  Fn  mt  i  ng. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  iu  the  mitural  p<3s»<t\ssion  of  proprietors, 
the  follomug  abstract  will  show  the  Dumber  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classitied  form : — 

No.  aft  and  above     Noi  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above      No.  aft  and  above 

£100  £JM  i:M  £10  £5 

of  jearly  reot.        and  under  £100.       aad  under  ii20.        and  unJer  £301         and  onder  £10. 

40  39  49  38  45 

And  12  oocapants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Crnden,  year  1872-73,  £12,856    3  8 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gadeus,  and  Wood- 
lands   1,032    0  0 

Do.        Shwtings,  where  lety 5    0  0 

Do.        Salmon  Fshings,  and  Wliite  Fishermen's  Houses,  .  379  11  0 

l^o.        Quarries,  Mills,  Shoi>8,  an<l  Moss  sold  for  Fuel,      .  117     0  0 

Do.        SmaU  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,          .  294  16  S 

Totalvalue, £14,684  11    4 

L(tml  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Ri^ht  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Errol,  Slains  Castle. 

James  Bnchan,  Esq.  of  Auchmacoy,  Auchleuchries. 

The  Trustees  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Anderson,  Cruden. 

James  Gammcl,  Est{.  of  Ardiffery. 

James  Johnston,  Esc^.  of  Moreseat. 

William  Mann,  Esq.  of  North  Braco. 

Mrs.  John  Mann  of  Hatton. 

Robert  Moir,  Esq.  of  Easter  Auchleuchries. 

The  Trustees  of  Madame  Obrist  of  Auchleuchries. 

Alexander  Philip,  Esq.  of  Yonderton. 

James  Shepherd,  Esq.,  Aldie  and  Longhaven. 

James  Shepherd,  Junior,  and  others,  pn>prietors  of  (^ask. 

William  \  eats,  Esq.  of  Auquhamey  and  Mulrtack. 

The  other  Preprietors  under  £100  of  yearly  rent,  are  20  in  number. 

Farming. — ^The  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  modes  of  cropping 
have  been  followed,  but  that  of  the  fifth  is  now  most  generally 
adopted,  viz.,  one  oat  crop,  after  two  years  grass,  followed  by  a 
cleaning  crop  of  turnips,  after  which,  oats,  or  barley,  sown  down 
with  grass  and  clover  seeds.  The  strong  clay  lands  generally 
produce  weighty  crops  of  grain,  while  the  turnip  and  grass  crops 
are  often  deficient.  On  the  higher  lying  and  more  frialue 
yellow  soils,  etjually  good  crops  of  grain  are  obtained,  and  better 
crops  of  turnips  and  grass,  while  on  the  higher  moorish  and 
mossy  soils,  the  yield  of  the  cereal  crops  is  often  not  very 
abundant.  The  grain  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  the  grass 
crops  are  scant,  but  the  turnip:)  and  potato  crops  are  always 
better  than  that  which  is  produced  on  the  heavier  clay  soils. 

The  farms  are  generally  held  under  leases  of  19  years*  diu-ation. 
The  farm  buildings  are  as  varied  as  they  are  numerous,  there 
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being  very  few  of  them  superior  either  in  point  of  structure,  or 
aocommodation ;  and  a  great  number  of  those  on  the  holdings 
under  £100  of  rent,  are  of  an  inferior  description,  most  of  them 
having  thatched  or  brick  tiled  roofs,  very  few  of  them  being 
slated. 

Notwithstanding  the  abundance  of  material  for  building  stone 
dykes  which  lie  scattered  over  the  north-east  division  of  the 
parish,  there  are  few  substantial  fences  there,  or  elsewhere. 
The  old  hedges  and  earthen  sunk  dykes  have  been  in  many  cases 
neglected,  and  as  turf  dykes  are  troublesome  to  keep  up,  wire 
and  wooden  paiUngs  are  expensive,  and  not  very  desirable 
fences  in  a  bare  bleak  country,  where  shelter  is  so  much  wanted. 

Roculs. 

The  chief  road  is  that  of  the  Ellon  and  Peterhead  turnpike, 
which  runs  through  the  parish  in  a  most  convenient  position, 
and  with  it,  and  several  cross  roads  leadina:  to  and  along  the 
sea  shore,  and  partly  inland,  the  whole  parisn  may  be  said  to  be 
well  accommoclated  with  roads. 

The  Cruden  post  office  at  Auchiries  which  is  7J  miles  from 
the  Peterhead  llailwav  Station,  and  9^  miles  from  the  Ellon 
Railway  Station  ;  the  latter  station  being  19 1  miles  from  Aber- 
deen, and  the  former  44  J  miles. 

MavMon  Houses. 
Slains  Castle  stands  on  the  Bowness,  half  a  mile  to  the  north 
of  the  bay  of  Cruden,  and  is  the  residence  of  the  Earl  of  Errol. 
The  following  description  of  the  original  building  appears  in 
the  "View  of  the  Diocese  of  Aberdeen": — Bowness,  now  Slains, 
a  fair  and  very  large  court,  was  built  under  King  James  VI.,  by 
Francis,  Earl  of  Errol,  on  the  king's  demolishing  the  original 
t'iistle  of  Slains  (because  of  that  Earl's  being  in  arms  against 
Argyle  at  Glenlivat — Balrinnes) ;  and  the  rest  has  been  con- 
tinued 1)V  his  successors,  till  Charles,  the  last  Earl,  added  the 
front,  A.I).  MDC/CVII.  Previous  to  the  time  of  this,  Charles, 
Earl  Gilbert,  XI.  Earl  of  Errol,  made  such  additions  to  tlie 
original  castle,  as  to  have  acquired  the  credit  of  being  its 
founder.  On  a  stone  above  the  archway  leading  to  the  stables 
is  the  following  inscription  : — 

Built  1664  by 

Gilbert,  XI.  Earl  of  Erroll 

Great  Constable  of  Scotland, 

REBriLT  18.36  AND  1837, 

IN  THE  Ukiun  of  WILLIAM  the  IV., 

BY  William  (iEouuE,  XVII.  Eakl  of  Erroll, 

(Jkeat  Constable  and  Knight 

MAIUrtt  UAL   OF   .S<'OTLAJJD. 
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Tliere  is  another  inscription  on  a  stone  facing  the  ancient 
piazza : — 

"  Gilbertius  Errollice  CoToes  DoTtiin,  Hay  Scotice  Constabu- 
laris  Hujus  Operia  Fundamentum  Quinde  Die  Martii  Anno 
Dom.  IGGi.     Fecit  et  Die  Tnenais  anni  sequent  is  perfecit" 

Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  Scottish  Tour,  says,  "  We  came,  in  the 
afternoon,  to  Slains  Castle,  built  upon  the  margin  of  the  sea, 
so  that  the  walls  of  one  of  the  towers  seem  only  a  continuation 
of  a  perpendicular  rock,  the  foot  of  which  is  beaten  by  the 
waves.  To  walk  round  the  house  seemed  (and  is)  impracticable. 
From  the  windows,  the  eye  wanders  over  the  sea  that  separates 
Scotland  from  Norway,  and  when  the  winds  beat  with  violence, 
must  enjoy  all  the  tefiffic  grandeur  of  the  tempestuous  ocean, 
I  would  not,  for  my  amusement,  wish  for  a  storm ;  but  as 
storms,  whether  wished  for  or  not,  will  happen,  I  may  say, 
without  violation  of  humanity,  that  I  should  wdlingly  look  out 
ui)on  them  from  Slains  Castle." 

The  Castle  stands  in  a  very  commanding  position,  on  the 
brink  of  the  clifl's,  from  which  an  extensive  sea  view  is  obtained ; 
it  is  a  large  building,  and  a  complete  architectural  bungle  of 
the  nineteenth  century. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Aldie  (in  Gaelic,  AUt-du),  stands  on 
high  ground  (242  feet),  at  the  top  of  the  "  dark  stream,"  and  is 
a  very  plain  large  farm  house.  A  large  building,  square  in  form, 
with  pavilion  roof,  and  some  oriol  windows,  has  recently  been 
erected  on  the  lower  part  of  Longhaven,  in  a  very  bare  and 
uninviting  situation.  Those  on  the  estates  of  Yonderton  and 
Auquharney  appear  to  be  only  large  farm  houses. 

Tlie  Manse  is  a  most  commodious  building,  and  well  sheltered 
with  some  clumps  of  hardwood  trees,  with  a  glebe  of  seven  acres 
of  good  land.  The  Church  was  built  in  1766,  but  considerable 
additions  were  made  to  it  about  35  years  ago.  It  is  seated  for 
upwards  of  800. 

Fairs,  Inns,  and  Alelwuses, 

There  are  no  Fairs  or  Markets,  and  only  two  Alehouses  in  the 
parish. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CRUDEN,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  ABseasments,        ....      £774    3    5 
Do.      from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,      25  18    6 

£800    1  11 
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Expenditure. 


Heliof  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered, 
Belief  of  Casual  Poor, 
Medical  Relief,  . 
Management, 
Law  Expenses,  . 
On  BniloingB  being  anthorised. 
Balance  in  hand. 


£666  10    4 

3    5    0 

19    0    0 

71  11    OJ 

0  10    0 

17    3    2 

22    2    4J 

£800    1  11 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871.  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


in 
186L 

Reltoved  daring  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relieL 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
insane. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Poor.l     •»*»• 

1 

2,743 

25 

58 

83 

72 

5 

8 

4 

5 

7 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  tnere  are  three 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board 


IL_CIVIL  HISTOKy. 

This  district,  says  Forsyth,  in  his  Beauties  of  Scotland  (Edin. 
1806),  has  been  the  scene  of  many  sanguinary  contests,  and  in 
reference  to  the  battle  of  (Jruden,  fougnt  in  the  year  1014,  by 
Malcolm  II.,  and  Canute,  son  of  Sueno,  King  of  Denmark  and 
Norway ;  he  adds,  "  The  armies  met  about  a  mile  to  the  west 
of  (the  present)  Slains  Castle,  upon  a  plain  in  the  bottom  of  the 
liay  of  Ardendraught,  near  which  the  Danes  had  a  castle."  But 
unless  it  be  the  remains  of  what  appears  to  have  been  a  vitrified 
wall  on  the  north  side  of  the  Hawklaw,  not  the  slightest  vestige 
of  a  building  is  now  to  be  seen. 

Not  far  from  the  Hawklaw,  is  a  well,  dedicated  to  St  Olaus,* 

*  OUas  was  king  of  Norway,  and  after  having  been  brought  to  embrace 
Chrifltiamty,  he  became  anxious  for  the  conversion  of  his  subjects  ;  but  finding 
them  unwiUin^  to  receive  the  truth,  he,  foi^etfulof  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity, 
had  recourse,  it  is  said,  to  force  and  violence.  Thus  led  to  rebellion  among  his 
Bubiects,  he  fled  the  kingdom,  and  took  refuge  in  Sweden,  where  he  suc- 
ceeded in  raiting  an  armv  with  the  view  of  recovering  his  kingdom.  I  he 
Norwegians  met  him  on  the  plains  of  Stricklestadt,  where  an  obstinate  battle 
was  fought,  in  which  Olaus  was  sUun.  He  was  afterwards  canonized  on  account 
of  his  z^  for  Christianity.  The  Aberdeen  fireviarv  has  a  ooUect  for  his  day  ; 
and  an  annual  fair  is  held  in  Cruden,  in  honour  of  Lis  memory,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  called  •*  St.  Olaus  Fair." 
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the  patron  saint  of  tlie  parish.  It  is  a  copious  spring  of  pure 
water,  bubbling  from  the  sand.  And  here  we  shall  quote 
Thomas  tlie  rhymer  s  prophecy,  which  is  unlike  many  other  of 
his  T}redictions,  as  it  implies  some  peculiar  immunities  to  tho 
locality,  with  reference  to  the  sanctity  of  this  well,  rendering 
the  place  proof  against  dire  calamities  : — 

"  St.  Olave's  well,  low  by  the  sea, 
Where  pest  nor  plagiie  shall  never  be."* 

It  was  here  where  the  Danes  landed,  and  fought  their  final 
battle  with  the  Scots.  The  contest  is  said  to  have  extended 
four  miles  to  the  interior,  and  along  the  south  side  of  the  water 
of  Cruden ;  but  Uie  hottest  j)art  of  the  conflict  is  supposed  to 
have  been  on  the  plain  skirting  the  bay,  and  along  tne  valley, 
about  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  where  the  remains  of  the  de-jid 
and  many  warlike  kinds  of  instruments  have  been  found.  Dr. 
Abercromby,  in  his  "Martial  Achievements  of  the  Scots  Nation," 
gives  the  following  account  of  this  sanguinary  battle : — "  Sueno 
was  heartily  vexed  at  the  repeated  losses  he  sustained  in  Scot- 
land, but  his  spirit  was  not  to  be  curbed  by  adversity.  He 
once  more  fitted  out  a  powerful  fleet,  and  raised  a  new  army  to 
prosecute  the  Scottish  war ;  and  to  show  he  was  in  earnest,  he 
gave  the  command  of  both  to  his  own  son  Canute,  that  afterwards 
mighty  king  of  England,  Denmark,  Norway,  and  part  of  Swed- 
land  ;  a  king  so  fortunate  and  so  great,  that  his  flatterers  styled 
him  Lord  of  tlie  earth  and  seas.  This  same  Canute  landed  at 
tlie  head  of  a  formidable  army  in  Buchan,  whither  King  Mal- 
colm, to  prevent  the  ordinary  devastations  committed  by  the 
barbarous  enemy,  marched  with  all  imagineable  expedition, 
but  thought  not  fit,  with  his  new  raised  forces,  to  hazard  a 
decisive  battle.  He  contented  himself  to  harass  the  invaders, 
by  fretjuent  skirmishes,  and  to  intercept  the  means  of  their  sub- 
sistence, hoping  thereby  to  fatigue  and  starve  them  into  a 
necessity  of  returning  to  their  ships.  But  this  did  not  content 
the  minds  of  his  impetuous  subjects.  They  were  like  to  mutiny 
agahist  him,  and  swore  they  would  fight  for  themselves,  unless 
he  would  instantly  lead  them  on  to  death  or  victory.  Thus  the 
kin^,  though  contrary  to  his  first  design,  was  unwillingly  con- 
strained to  humour  the  ardour  of  his  men.  He  sought  out 
and  found  the  enemy  as  desirous,  because  of  the  scarcity  of 
provisions,  to  fight  as  himself.     The  battle  was  as  the  former 

*  **  Since  1788,  epidemical  diseases  have  prevailed  much,  and  have  been 
terribly  fatal.  The  malignant  sore-throat  and  putrid  fever,  succeeded  one 
another,  and  notwithstanding  every  warning,  were  much  spread  by  the  im- 
prndtnce  of  those  who  went  to  visit  the  sick.  One  circumstance  is  worth 
takinc  notice  of,  namely,  tliat  all  those  who  attended  a  late  wake  of  a  person 
wlio  died  of  luitiid  fe\cr,  not  one  escai>ed," 
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Olios,  most  terrible,  most  of  the  nobility  and  officers  on  both 
sitlcs  being  killed.  The  Scots  had  the  victory ;  but  it  was  such 
as  occasioned  more  grief  than  joy  in  the  camp.  They  did  not 
pursue  the  flying  Danes,  for  two  reasons  :  the  first,  they  could 
not  for  lassitude  and  weariness,  their  spirits  being  spent  in  the 
heat  of  the  action  ;  the  second,  because  so  few  of  the  vanquished 
survived,  that  it  was  scarcely  worth  while  to  overtake  the  re- 
mainder. The  night  succeeding  the  battle,  both  parties,  for 
they  could  no  longer  be  called  armies,  their  numbers  being  so 
vastly  diminished,  lay  sad  and  melancholy  at  some  distance 
from  one  another,  and  the  next  day's  light  presented  them  with 
the  most  dismal  spectacle  their  eyes  had  ever  beheld,  the  con- 
fused carcases  of  almost  all  their  numbers. 

This  blunted  the  edge  of  their  resentment,  and  their  inclina- 
tions turned  in  an  instant,  from  war  to  peace.  By  this  time 
many  of  the  Danes  and  Norwegians  had  become  Christians,  and 
iimong  these  Canute  himself ;  so  that  the  priests  and  religious, 
whom,  l)y  reason  of  their  character,  both  nations  respected,  had 
an  opportunity  of  mediating  a  peace  ;  which  being  so  necessary, 
was  soon  concluded  on  the  following  terms  : — 

I.  That  that  the  Danes  and  Norwegians  should  withdraw  their  persons  and 
effects  from  Scotland,  and  within  a  set  time  evacuate  those  places  they  had  in 
Marray  and  Buchan. 

II. — That  during  the  lives  of  both  kings,  Malcolm  and  Sueno,  neither  of  the 
nations  should  attempt  hostility  against  the  other,  nor  be  assisting  to  such  as 
would. 

III. — That  the  field  of  battle  shall  be  consecrated  after  the  rites  then  in  use, 
and  uiade  a  cemetery  or  burying  place  for  the  dead. 

IV.— That  the  Danes  as  well  as  the  Scots,  should  be  decently  and  honourably 
interred. 

Malcolm  and  Canute  swore  to  the  observation  of  these  articles, 
and  both  performed  their  respective  obligations.  Canute,  with 
all  his  countrymen,  left  Scotland,  and  Malcolm  not  only  caused 
to  bury  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Danes  with  honour  and  decency, 
but  also  commanded  a  chapel  to  be  built  on  the  spot,*  whic^i, 
to  perp(^tuate  the  memory  of  the  thin^,  he  dedicated  to  St. 
Olaus,  the  tutelar  saint  or  patron  both  of  Denmark  and  Norway. 

*  "  No  vestige  of  this  chajiel  is  now  to  be  seen,  but  the  place  is  well  known ; 
and,  as  the  ground  about  it  is  sandy,  the  bones  can  l>e  dug  up  in  several  places. 
None  of  the  houses  of  the  village  now  remain.  But  some  of  the  hearth  stones 
with  ashes  upon  them,  were  dug  up  some  time  ago,  in  casting  a  ditch  for  an 
enclosure.  In  the  present  churchyard,  which  is  about  a  mile  west  of  the  place, 
where  the  old  church  was,  there  is  a  black  (blue)  marble  grave-stone,  said  to 
have  been  sent  over  by  the  Danish  king,  to  be  laid  upon  some  of  his  officers 
who  were  slain  in  the  battle.  There  is  no  inscription  nfK)n  it.  But  the  incum- 
bent, upon  enquiring  into  the  meaning  of  a  groove  in  the  middle  of  the  stone, 
waH  told,  there  had  Wn  a  plate  of  copper  inserteir  into  it,  with  some  inHcription. 
'Hic  different  places  where  the  dea^i  nave  l)ccn  buried,  <lo  yyt  strongly  mark 
the  battkfielcl."— SUtistical  Account  of  Crudeu,  17U3,  vol  v.,  pp.  43*2,  433. 
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Some  vestiges  of  that  old  chapel  were  to  be  seen  in  the  days  of 
Boethius;  nut  in  being  in  a  great  measure  overlaid  and  drowned 
by  the  sands,  which,  on  that  coast,  the  winds  frequently  raise, 
and  are  blown  in  a  tempestuous  manner  over  houses  and  fields, 
another  was  erected  in  a  more  convenient  place,  and  is  still  to 
be  seen ;  as  are  also  the  huge  and  almost  gigantic  bones  of  those 
that  fell  in  the  battle  of  Croju-Dane,  or  Crudane  (for  so  is  the 
village  near  to  which  it  was  fought  called  to  this  very  day), 
that  IS,  the  death  or  slaughter  of  the  Danes,  There  is  a  tradition, 
that  in  the  confusion  of  the  battle,  the  Danish  military  treasure 
chest  was  hid  near  that  place,  but  it  never  has  been  found 

Buchanan  (B.  VL)  gives  nearly  the  same  accoimt  of  this 
sanguinary  conflict,  "  The  Danes  never  afterwards  visited  the 
shores  of  Scotland  with  hostile  intent" 

Bellenden  says: — "King  Malcolme,  havand  his  realm  in 
sicker  peace,  thocht  nathing  sa  gud  as  to  keip  the  promis  maid 
to  Dams ;  and  thairfore  he  biggit  ane  kirk  Buchquhane,  dedicat 
in  honour  of  Olavus,  patron  of  Norrway  and  Denmark,  to  be 
ane  memoriall  that  sindry  noblis  of  Dams  were  sumtime  buryit 
in  the  said  kirk.  In  memory  heirof,  the  landis  that  are  gevin 
to  this  kirk,  ar  callit  yit,  Croivdan ;  whilk  signifyes  als  mekil 
as  the  slauchter  of  Danis.  The  kirk  that  was  biggit  to  this 
effect,  as  aftimes  occurris  in  they  partis,  was  ourcassin  be  violent 
blast  of  sandis.  Nochtwithstanding,  ane  kirk  was  biggit  efter, 
with  mair  magnificence,  in  ane  othir  place,  in  mair  ganand-land- 
ward.  Sindry  of  their  bonis  war  sene  be  us,  schort  time  afore 
the  making  of  this  buke,  mair  like  giandis  than  common  stature 
of  men,  throw  whilk,  apneris,  that  men  in  auld  times,  hes  bene 
of  mair  stature  and  qualitie,  than  ony  men  ar  presently  in  our 
days." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt  also  says: — The  site  of  the  chapel  is  plainly 
discernable,  and  around  it  the  burying  ground  may  still  be 
traced.  "  It  stood  on  a  knoll,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  water, 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  westwards  of  the  *  New  Bridge,' 
and  within  fifty  yards  of  tne  stream.  So  late  as  1837,  a  portion 
of  the  east  end  and  the  foundation  stones  of  the  other  walls 
remained,  when  the  whole  was  barbarously  demolished  and 
carried  away  as  material  for  making  a  new  line  of  road  in  the 
neighbourhood."  Within  a  hundred  yards  westward  of  the  site 
of  the  church,  a  few  stones  mark  a  grave,  which  for  centuries  was 
distinguished  by  the  marble  slab,  mentioned  in  the  previousnote 
and  "  the  popular  belief  is,  that  the  Crown  Prince  of  Denmark 
was  killed  in  this  battle,  and  was  here  buried." 

The  battle-field  and  the  numerous  tumuli  indicating  the 
graves  of  the  slain,  in  the  Howe  of  Ardendraught,  were  held 
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sacred  till  about  the  year  1837,  when  the  intelligent  fanners 
about  the  Nether  Mills  of  Cruden  invaded  the  greater  part  of 
the  field  by  trenching  and  the  plough ;  and  about  that  time 
most  of  "  the  long  respected  sepulchnd  mounds,  which  had  re- 
mained sacred  and  unaisturbed  for  upwards  of  eight  centuries," 
were  rudely  destroyed* 


III— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  and  Manse  stand  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
water  of  Cruden,  and  in  a  very  convenient  situation  for  the 
inhabitants.  The  church  was  built  in  1776,  the  outer  walls 
being  all  built  of  roueh  ashlar,  it  is  said,  out  of  the  "  Grey  Stone 
of  Ardendraught,"  which  stood  on  the  Oldtown  farm,  on  a  slight 
eminence,  where  "Hallow-even"  and  "Beacon-fires"  were  burnt, 
and  a  land-mark  to  the  fishers  when  at  sea.  It  was  enlarged 
in  1834,  and  two  circular  towers  added.  The  stipend  is  120 
bolls  barley  and  120  bolls  meal,  payable  by  fiars'  prices,  and 
£8  6s.  8d.,  money.  The  Manse  and  domestic  ofiices  are  valued 
at  £20  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £12. 

St.  James's  Episcopal  Churchf  stands  on  rising  ground, 
nearly  a  mile  south  of  the  parish  church.  It  is  a  plain  specimen 
of  the  early  English  style  of  ecclesiastical  architecture,  with  a 
square  tower  on  the  west  end,  which  is  surmounted  by  a  spire 
90  feet  high.  The  chancel  is  lighted  by  three  narrow  lancet 
windows  filled  with  stained  glass ;  there  is  a  handsome  font  of 
polished  Peterhead  granite,  and  a  very  good  small  orran. 
Standing  about  200  feet  above  sea  level,  St  James's  Church  is 
a  well  known  land-mark  to  coasting  traders  and  fishermen. 

The  Free  Church  of  Cruden  was  built  in  1844,  near  Mill  of 
Hatton,  which,  along  with  an  excellent  manse,  a  school,  and 
schoolmaster's  house,  formed  a  nucleus  for  the  very  rapidly 
increasing  village  of  Hatton. 

School  Board. — There  are  seven  members  on  the  board — The 
Rev.  Robert  Ross,  the  Manse,  chairman ;  Rev.  W.  L.  Low,  Par- 
sonage, clerk  and  treasurer.  School  rate,  4d.  per  £.  Bible  and 
Catechism  taught  There  are  three  public  schools  in  the  parish, 
and  281  schol^ 

*  "  It  IB  pamfnl  to  think  that,  within  oar  own  time,  these  most  interesting 
memorials  of  an  era  far  beyond  the  date  of  written  records,  have  fallen  a  prey 
to  ignorance,  in  that  dangerous  transition  state  when  the  trammels  of  super- 
stition  are  broken  thronsh,  without  being  replaced  by  more  elevated  principles 
of  veneration. *' — Wilson  s  Archceol.  of  Scot.,  p.  107. 

+  Dedicated  to  St.  James  the  Less,  the  first  bishop  of  Jerusalem. 
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IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

The  "  traditionary  account  of  the  Hays  of  Errol,"  has  been  so 
lonjf  and  so  gtaioniUy  received,  "  as- not  to  be  lightly  esteemed 
nor  easily  sot  aside."  It  was  for  their  gallant  behaviour  at  the 
batth^  of  L<incarty,  in  the  parish  of  Redgorton,  Perthshire,  that 
the  Hays  wore  ennobled  under  the  name  of  Ha)-s  of  Errol,  and 
had  for  their  anns  anjent,  three  escutcheons,  fjules,  with  the  t/oke 
and  bow  ins^^rihed.  Hector  Boethius,  Buchanan,  and  others 
say,  th.at  in  the  year  980  the  Danes  landed  at  Montrose  (a  jAace 
w^hich  has  for  its  motto,  Mare  ditat,  rosa  decorat,  the  sea  en- 
riches and  the  rose  adorns),  put  all  the  citizens  to  the  sword, 
and  from  thence  man^hed  through  Angus  to  the  firth  or  river 
Tav,  carrying  along  with  them  destruction,  rapine,  and  slaughter. 
*'  The  king  was  at  Stirlinor  at  the  time  ;  he  made  aU  the  haste 
he  could  to  the  roscue  of  Iiis  peoj)le,  but  before  it  was  possible 
to  bring  up  his  forces,  advice  was  brought  that  the  Danes  had 
passed  the  Tay,  and  invested  the  towTi  of  Perth.  Kine  Ken- 
neth resolved  immediately  to  attempt  the  relief  of  a  place  so 
n(»ar  to  the  court,  and  so  well  situated,  almost  in  the  centre  of 
his  dominions.  Thither  he  marched  upon  the  head  of  those 
forces  he  had  raised ;  and,  having  drawn  them  up  in  order  of 
battle  at  Loncarty,  a  little  village,  he  exhorted  them  to  their 
duty  by  representing  the  inhumanity  of  their  merciless  enemies, 
the  necessity  of  vanquishing  or  dying,  the  deplorable  condition 
of  the  (country  in  general,  and  in  particular  of  their  own  families 
and  fortunes  in  case  of  their  being  defeated ;  their  King's  glory, 
their  ancestors'  fame,  and  the  victories  so  often  obtained  over 
this  very  enemy  now  in  their  view  ;  promising  withal  immunity 
from  taxes  for  five  years  to  all  those  that  should  survive  the 
battle,  and  a  sum  of  money,  or  the  equivalent  in  land,  to  such 
as  should  bring  to  him  the  head  of  a  slaughtered  Dane.  The 
l)rospect  of  sucli  a  reward  made  the  Scots  fall  on  with  incredible 
alacrity ;  but,  as  matters  were  managed,  was  likely  to  j)rove 
fatal  in  the  event.  For  after  a  most  tierce  onset,  which  obliged 
the  Danes  to  descend  from  the  declining  hill  where  they  had 
been  postcnl,  and  come  to  hardy  blows  in  the  plain  fields,  the 
Scots  soldiers  busied  themselves  more  in  cutting  oft'  the  heads 
of  those  who  fell  in  their  hands,  than  in  killing  such  as  stooil 
to  their  defence.  The  Danish  commanders  having  taken  notice 
of  this,  took  occasion  from  thence  to  give  their  soldiers  to 
understand  that,  at  this  rate,  none  of  them  could  hope  for  one 
minute's  life,  unless  they  should  secure  it  to  themselves  by  the 
death  of  men  who  thus  maliciously  tuid  vainly  insulted  over 
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the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades.  Upon  this  the  Danes,  reani- 
mated with  indignation,  sjnte,  and  revenge,  exerted  the  utmost 
vigour  of  their  strong  nerves  and  large  bones ;  they  broke 
tlirough  and  put  to  the  rout  both  the  right  and  left  wing  of  the 
Scots  army;  and  the  main  body,  where  the  king  fought  in 
person,  was  very  nigh  enveloped,  and  must  have  been  entirely  cut 
off,  but  for  the  stupenduous  action  of  one  Hay,  and  his  two  sons, 
who,  placing  themselves  in  a  convenient  pass,  beat  back  the 
fliers,  and  so  turned  the  wheel  of  fortune,  never  more  deservedly 
called  Bizarre  or  inconstant,  tlian  upon  that  occasion."* 

•  Prom  Abercromby'a  Military  Achievements  of  Scotland,  p.  178,  we  append 
a  more  circumstantial  account  of  the  ^;aUant  behaviour  of  the  Havs,  at  this 
critical  period  of  the  battle.  "  This  bemg  observed  by  a  farmer  of  the  name  of 
Hay,  or  Uaia,  and  his  two  sons,  who  were  plowing  in  the  adjacent  tields,  they 
took  their  yokes  and  "bows  of  their  ploughs,  crossed  the  river  Tay,  and,  thus 
accoutered,  having  taken  a  stand  at  a  narrow  pass,  stopped  their  fugitive  coun- 
trymen, rallied  them,  renewed  the  battle,  drove  the  Danes  into  the  river,  and 
those  that  were  not  drowned,  were  cut  to  pieces.  After  this  great  slaughter, 
the  King  went  with  these  three  valiant  Heroes  in  triumphant  procession  into  the 
town  of  Perth  ;  and  next  day  holding  an  assembly  of  States,  at  8cone,  it  was 
decreed  to  give  the  venerable  old  champion  the  choice  of  the  hounds  chase,  or 
the  falcon's  flight,  as  a  possession  suitable  to  the  honours  conferred  on  him  ;  and, 
carrying  him  up  to  Rinnoul  Hills,  where  the  Danish  camp  had  lately  been,  that 
he  might  have  a  prospect  of  the  fine  country  lying  below,  great  part  of  which 
was  to  be  his  inheritance,  he  made  choice  of  the  Ficon's  flight.  The  bird  took 
its  flight  from  the  top  of  one  of  these  hills,  and  it  alighted  on  a  stone  by  the  river 
Tay,  a  mile  to  the  south  of  Errol,  where  it  stands  at  this  day,  and  is  still  called 
the  F^alcon's  or  Hawk's  stone.  AH  the  intermediate  lands  were  given  property 
to  this  family,  but  have  since  been  parcelled  out  to  diflerent  branches,  and  have 
been  sold  to  others  ;  unless  that  part  of  the  estate  which  is  still  held  by  Hay  of 
Leys,  one  of  the  oldest  cadets  of  this  noble  family.  The  country  people  still 
show  the  riilges  where  the  brave  Hay  and  his  son  were  ploughing  when  they  joined 
the  battle,  and  they  were  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  field  by  smidl  stripes 
of  grass  or  baulks,  on  each  side,  which  no  farmer  ever  dared  to  break  up  till 
within  these  three  }  ears.  They  still  also  show  you  the  narrow  pass  where  the 
Hays  rallied  their  flying  countr\anen,  which  is  now  levelled  down.  I  have  seen 
it  entire,  when  it  much  resembled  the  small  Roman  stations,  which  are  to  be 
seen  in  many  places  of  Scotland,  though  not  so  regular.  They  point  out  the 
turn -ayain- hillocks,  where  the  Danes  began  to  retreat,  and  the  hoUow  way,  under 
cover  of  which  the  Clans  surrounded  the  Danes.  I  have  seen  a  great  number 
of  tumuli,  or  barrows,  scattered  over  the  field  of  luittle,  where  the  dead  were 
buried,  not  raised  in  any  regular  order,  or  in  one  place,  but  wherever  the  slain 
fell  in  greatest  numbers  ;  but  they  are  now  almost  levelled  with  the  rest  of  the 
ground.  I  have  seen  many  of  them  opened,  and  the  light  ashes  found  there  in 
great  quantities,  evince  the  nature  of  their  contents.  Some  of  the  bones  have 
been  dug  out  quite  entire,  particularly  a  large  human  skull,  the  jaw-bone  and 
teeth  l>emg  entire,  in  the  presence  of  the  late  Dr.  Hoswell,  wlio  Icxlged  it  in  the 
Edinburgh  museum.  In  these,  and  through  the  whole  iield,  which  may  contain 
nearly  300  Scots  acres,  there  have  been  found  hilts  and  bhides  of  swords,  spears, 
and  bitts  of  bridles.  Some  of  these  were  in  the  possession  of  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen,  and  there  is  a  house-caq>enter  who  made  of  them  planes,  saws,  and 
tools  of  husbandry.  The  field  of  Itattle,  till  of  late,  was  grown  over  with  heath 
and  brushwood,  but  is  now  cultivated,  and  become  a  rich  Held  of  corn,  so  that, 
in  a  literal  sense,  *'  the  swords  have  been  beat  into  ploughshares,  their  spears 
into  pruning- hooks,  and  the  desert  land  has  become  a  fruitful  field." — >StatLitical 
Account  of  the  Parish  of  Keilgorton,  1703,  pp.  52C,  527. 
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In  Ballenden's  "  Boece  "  (Archaeology  of  Scotland,  p.  94),  we 
find  that,  ''  Sone  efter  ane  counsal  was  set  at  Scone,  in  the 
q^uhilk  Hay  and  his  sonnis  war  maid  nobil  and  dotat  for  thair 
singular  virtew  provin  in  this  field,  with  sindrv  landis  to  sus- 
tene  thair  estait  It  is  said  that  he  askit  &a  the  kin^  certane 
landis  Hand  betwix  Tay  and  Arole ;  and  got  als  mekil  thairof 
as  a  falcon  flew  of  ane  mannis  hand  or  sho  lichtit.  The  falcon 
flew  to  ane  toun  four  miles  fra  Dunde,  callit  Rosse,  and  lichtit 
on  ane  stanc,  quhilk  is  yit  callit  the  falcon-stane ;  and  sa  he 
gat  all  the  landis  betwix  Tay  and  Arole,  six  miles  of  lenth,  and 
four  of  breid ;  wliilk  landis  ar  yit  inhabit  be  his  posterities* 
The  Hawk-stone  in  the  parish  of  St.  Madoes,  is  said  to  be  the 
stone  on  which  the  hawk  of  the  peasant  Hay  alighted,  after  it 
had  performed  its  flight  round  the  land  given  to  the  gallant 
rustic,  in  reward  for  his  services  performed  at  the  battle  of 
Luncarty.  The  word  Caledonia  is  inscribed  in  modem  letters 
around  the  stone,  but  for  what  reason  it  does  not  appear. 

There  is  scarcely  a  family  among  the  ancient  Scottish  nobility 
of  which,  says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt,  if  we  may  believe  the  tnuli- 
tions  of  the  country,  Thomas  the  Rhymer  did  not  utter  his 
vaticinations.  The  Errol  family  do  not  form  an  exception. 
Writing  from  memory,  we  believe  the  prediction  nms  as 
follows : — 

"  While  the  misletoe  bats  on  Errors  aik. 

And  that  aik  stands  fast, 

The  Hays  shaU  floarish,  and  their  good  grey  hawk 

ShaU  not  flench  before  the  blast. 

But  when  the  root  of  the  aik  decays. 

And  the  misletoe  dwines  (fades)  on  its  weathered  breast, 

The  grass  shaU  grow  on  Errol's  hearth-stane. 

And  the  corbie  roup  (croak)  in  the  falcon's  nest." 

The  misletoe  is  the  ba<lge  of  the  Hays ;  and  a  spray  of  misle- 
toe cut  from  the  ancient  oak  which  formerly  grew  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Errol,  cut  by  a  Hay  had  certain  charms,  and, 
it  was  afflrmed,  when  the  root  of  the  tree  had  perished,  the  grass 
should  grow  on  the  hearth  of  Errol,  and  a  raven  should  sit  in 
the  falcon's  nest.  The  oak  is  gone,  and  the  estate  lost  to  the 
family.* 

The  record  of  the  Hays  of  Errol  goes  back  for  upwards  of  500 

{rears,  and,  at  the  time  it  was  begun  to  be  filled  up,  it  was  be- 
ieved  that  the  family  were  descended  from  the  hero  of  Lun- 
carty. "  The  copy  of  the  Tabill  quhilk  ves  at  Cowper,  of  al  the 
Erles  of  Erroll  quhilk  ver  buryd  in  the  Abbey  Kirk  thair," 
commences  on  the  death  of  Sir  Daivd  de  Haya  of  Errol,  who 
fell  in  1346,  at  the  battle  of  Neville's  Cross,  Durham,  was  the 
son  of  Gilbert  de  Haya,  first  hereditary  Constable  of  Scotland. 

*  Record  of  the  House  of  Ooumay,  p.  577. 
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"The  Eerister  of  Coupar  necessarily  terminates,  having 
brought  us  down  to  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  the  de- 
moliation  of  the  Abbye."  The  "  Tabill "  shows  that  George,  the 
sixth  Earl,  who  died  in  1573,  was  not  buried  with  his  ancestors 
in  the  Abbey,  but  at  Errol,  and  that  Andrew,  the  seventh  Earl, 
lies  at  Slains. 

William,  the  fourth  Earl,  fell  at  Flodden,  and  87  of  his  name 
fell  along  with  their  chief.  William,  his  son,  and  fifth  Earl,  had 
the  title  of  Viscount  Aberdeen,  a  title  which  had  been  confined 
to  heirs  male  of  a  certain  branch  of  the  family,  since  the  Earls 
who  were  descended  from  a  younger  branch  do  not  seem  to 
have  borne  it. 

William,  the  fifth  Earl,  married  the  Lady  Helen  Stuart, 
daughter  of  John,  Earl  of  Lennox,  the  grandfather  of  Darnley. 
By  her  he  had  a  son,  William,  who,  according  to  the  Abbey  re- 
gister, died  in  his  twentieth  year ;  and  a  daughter,  the  Lady  Jane. 

Thomas,  a  younger  brother  of  William,  who  was  slain  at 
Flodden,  married  Margaret  Logic,  the  heiress  of  Logic  Almond, 
and  by  her  he  had  George,  who,  on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  be- 
came the  seventh  Earl  of  Errol,  by  an  express  entail,  in  1574. 

This  George  married  a  daughter  of  Kobertson  of  Strowan, 
and  by  her  he  had  Andrew,  who,  on  the  death  of  his  father 
became  the  eighth  Earl  of  ErroL 

Andrew  married  the  Lady  Jane  Hay,  his  cousin  in  the  second 
degree,  and  thus  the  two  branches  of  the  family  were  united  in 
their  Francis,  the  ninth  Earl  of  Errol. 

This  Francis  fought  against  the  king's  troops  at  Balrinnes. 
By  his  third  wife,  Lady  Elizabeth  Douglas,  daughter  of  William, 
Earl  of  Morton,  he  had  three  sons  and  eight  daughters.  Earl 
Francis  began  the  building  of  the  present  castle ;  he  died  in  1 G31 . 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  William,  the  tenth  Earl, 
who  married  the  Lady  Anne  Lyon,  daughter  of  Patrick,  Earl  of 
Kinghom,  and  by  her  he  had  a  son,  Gilbert,  and  a  daughter, 
Margaret,  who  married  a  son  of  the  Earl  of  Roxburgh.  "  This 
Earl,"  according  to  Gumey,  "  lived  in  so  splendid  a  manner 
that  he  was  obliged  to  dispose  of  his  paternal  estate  of  Errol, 

Smted  to  his  family  by  William  the  Lyon."  He  died  in  1636, 
ving  survived  his  father  only  five  years. 
Gilbert,  the  eleventh  Earl  of  Errol,  married  the  Lady  Marga- 
ret Camegye,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Southesk,  but  had  no  issue. 
From  the  names,  he  appears  to  be  the  hero  of  the  ballad  known 
as  "  The  Countess  of  Errol,"  who  brought  an  action  before  the 
Court  of  Session,  against  her  husband,  "  whom  she  wished  to 
divorce  for  incompetency"  as  the  two  following  stanzas  set 
forth :— 
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**  Th€»y  ca'  you  Meg  Carnegie,  he  says, 
Ami  my  name'a  (fill)ert  Hay  ; 
I'll  gar  your  father  sell  his  land 
Your  tocher  down  to  i>ay. 

To  i^ar  my  father  sell  his  land 
l«(»r  that  would  be  a  sin  ; 

To  such  a  nochtless  heir  as  you, 
That  canna  get  a  son.*' 


»  tho  (loath  of  Earl  Gilbert,  the  title  ami  estates  passe<l  to 
1,  descended  from  Andrew,  the  eiifhth  Earl,  by  his  seeon4i 


On 

John, 

wife,  the  Lady  Agnes  Sinclair,  daughter  of  George,  Eiirl  of 

Caithness. 

John,  the  twrlfth  Earl,  married  the  Lady  Anne  Dnimmond, 
daughter  of  Jani*?s,  Earl  of  i^erth,  and  by  h<T  had  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  The  two  younger  sous  both  died  young, 
Ejirl  John  died  in  1707. 

He  was  succ(^eded  by  his  eldest  son,  Charles,  the  thirUuuth 
Eiirl  of  Errol,  who  died  unmarried,  in  1717.  On  his  succeedinij 
to  the  Earhlom,  he  a<lded  the  front  of  the  ciistle  in  1707,  which 
remained  till  183G. 

He  was  succeedcul  by  his  sister,  Mary,  Countess  of  Errol,  in 
her  own  right,  who  married  Alexander,  second  son  of  Sir  Davitl 
Falconer  ot  Haulkerton,  who,  on  his  marriage,  took  the  surname 
of  Hay.     She  died  without  issue  in  1758. 

On  the  d(*ath  of  the  Countess  Mary,  the  title  and  estates 
passed  to  James,  Lord  Boyd,  descended  from  her  sister,  the 
Lady  Margaret,  who  was  his  grand-aunt,  the  Countess  Mary. 

James,  Lord  Boyd,  the  fourfenith  Earl  of  Errol,  was  a  man 
of  superior  attainments,  and  an  excellent  classical  scholar.  His 
father,  William  Boyd,  Earl  of  Kilmarnock,  after  being  brought 
up  by  his  father  in  princij»les  favourable  to  the  house  of  Hano- 
ver, and  for  many  years  showed  himst^f  a  zealous  adherent  to 
that  time,  suddenly,  and  for  reasons  never  yet  clearly  explained, 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Stuarts,  and  joined  the  standard  of 
the  Prince.* 

Returning  to  James,  tho  fo7irtrn}fh  Earl  of  Errol,  and  of  his 
personal  ai)pearance,  Dr.  Beattie  says,  "  His  stature  was  six  feet 
tour  inches,  and  his  i)roportions  most  exact ;  his  countenance 

*  In  Kay*8  E<linburgh  Portraits,  we  find  the  following  singular  account  of  the 
circumstance  : — "On  the  17th  of  January  174(>,  the  day  on  which  the  liattle  of 
Falkirk  was  fought,  (iencral  Hawloy  was  entoi*tained  at  dinner  by  the  Earl  and 
Ctnnitcss  of  Kilmarnock,  and  the  h^rl,  leaving  the  dining-room  on  some  slight 
occasion,  put  on  his  military  dress,  aud,  mounting  his  horse,  left  his  Countess 
to  do  the  honours  of  the  dininc  table.  He  left  C'allendar  Wood  by  the  White 
Yftf,  whence  a  gallop  of  a  few  hundred  yards  brought  him  to  the  brittle  field. 
The  subsequent  career  of  the  unhappy  no)»Ieman  is  well  known.  He  was,  along 
with  Loni  Halmerino,  beheaded  on  the  Tower- hill  of  London,  on  the  18tli 
August,  174(5." 
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and  deportment  exhibited  such  a  mixture  of  the  sublime  and 
the  graceful  as  I  have  never  seen  united  in  any  other.  All  that 
is  here  said  may  be  assumed  from  tlie  circumstance  of  his 
Lordship  having  been  selected  for  the  honour  of  escorting  the 
Princess  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburgh,  the  bride-elect  of  George 
III.,  to  England. 

"  The  traditionary  account  of  the  magnificent  display  in  this 
embassy  would  best  suit  the  pagt^s  of  romance.  Oi  the  Earl  it 
may  be  said,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who 

**  Have  broke  their  backs  with  laying  manors  on  them 
For  this  great  journey," 

for  scarcely  did  the  splendour  of  *  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of 
Gold  *  exceed  the  lavish  costliness  displayed  on  this  occasion." 
He  died  in  1773,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son, 

George,  the  fifteenth  Earl  of  Errol,  who  married  Elizabeth, 
dau<jhter  of  Joseph  Blake,  Esq.  of  Ardfry..  county  Galway.  He 
died  without  issue  in  1798,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother, 

William,  sixteenth  Earl  of  Errol,  who  was  tnrice  married, 
and  had  a  numerous  family.     He  died  in  1818. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  William,  seventeenth  Earl  of 
Errol,  who  married  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Fitzclarence,  daughter 
of  Kin^  William  IV.,  by  whom  he  had  one  son.  He  was  created 
a  British  Peer  in  1831,  as  Baron  Kilmarnock  of  Kilmarnock, 
and  died  in  1846. 

William  Harry,  the  present  and  eighteenth  Earl  of  Errol, 
married  Eliza  Amelia,  daughter  of  Major-General  the  Hon. 
Cliarles  Gore,  a  Canadian  officer,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons, 
Charles  Gore,  Lord  Kilmarnock,  and  Arthur. 

This  brief  account  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Hays  may  be 
wound  up  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Gumey.  "  The  present  Earl,  as 
Constable  of  Scotland,  is  by  birth  the  tirst  subject  in  that  king- 
dom after  the  blood  royal,  and,  as  such  has  a  right  to  take 
place  of  the  holders  of  every  other  hereditary  honour."  And 
as  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pratt  says : — ''  It  must  ever  be  a  subject  of 
deep  regret  that  so  many  fine  estates,  rivalling  the  most  exten- 
sive in  Scotland,  shoultl  have  been  lost  to  the  family  ;  among 
these  may  be  included  those  on  the  Tay,  the  rich  lancfs  of  Errol, 
and  the  valuable  and  romantic  estates  of  Lorie  Almond,  which 
last  came  into  the  family  by  marriage ;  and  in  the  north,  the 
parishes  of  Slains  and  Cruden,  the  hue  estate  of  Delgaty,  and 
also  that  of  Esslemont,  of  which  part,  if  not  the  whole,  came 
into  the  family  through  Elizabeth  Cheyne,  who  married  George 
Hay  of  Killour." 

"  JoHX  Hay  Allan,  a  Highland  gentleman,  who  assumes  his 
descent  from  the  Hays  of  Errol,  has  published  several  poems, 

2c 
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&c.,  at  various  times  since  1822,  which,  if  well  supported,  would 
be  valuable  in  a  historical  point  of  view.  But  tne  Quarterly 
Revietv,  in  an  article  on  this  gentleman's  publications,  has 
excited  a  strong  suspicion  that  we  owe  the  old  MSS.  History  of 
the  Hays,  in  great  part,  to  the  imagination  of  Mr.  Allan  himself, 
and  the  party  whose  cause  he  is  said  to  espouse."  Mr.  Hay 
Allan  says,  the  Gaelic  name  of  the  clan  was  Mac  Garadh,  and 
of  the  chief,  Mac  Mhic  Garadh  Mm'  un  Sgithan  Dearg,  the  son 
of  tlie  son  of  Garra  of  tfte  red  shields;  we  subjoin  the  two 
stanzas  of  the  war-song  of  the  Clan-na-Garadh,  or  the  red  raxie 
of  tfie  Tay,  which  were  first  published  by  J.  H,  Allan : — 

"  MacGaradh,  MacGamdh  !  red  race  of  the  Tay, 
Ho,  gather,  ho,  gather,  like  hawks  to  the  prey  1 
MacGaradh,  MacGaradh,  MacGaradh,  come  fast. 
The  flame's  on  the  beacon,  the  horn's  on  the  blast ; 
The  standard  of  Errol  unfolds  its  white  breast, 
And  the  falcon  of  Loncartie  stirs  in  her  nest ; 
Come  away,  come  away,  come  to  the  tryst. 
Come  in,  MacGaradh,  from  east  and  from  west. 

MacGaradh,  MacGaradh,  MacGaradh,  come  forth, 
Come  from  your  homes,  from  south  and  from  north  ; 
Come  in  all  Gowrie,  Kinnoul,  and  Tweed-dale, 
Drumelzier  and  Naughton,  come  locked  in  your  mail ; 
Come  Stuart,  come  Stuart,  set  up  thy  white  rose, 
Killour  and  Buccleuch,  bring  thy  bills  and  thy  bows  ; 
Come  in,  MacGaradh,  come  armed  for  the  fray. 
Wide  in  the  war-cry,  and  dark  is  the  day." 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  site  of  St.  Olaus's  chapel  is  on  a  knoll,  about  150  yards 
west  of  the  New-bridge,  as  previously  noticed,  and  the  site  of 
the  grave,  which  was  distinguished  by  the  marble  slab,  is  still 
pointed  out.  Human  remains  were  found  here,  or  rather  nearer 
to  the  site  of  the  chapel,  in  1857. 

The  Gallows-hill  is  a  little  to  the  north-west  of  the  farm 
houses  of  Ardiflery,  and  to  the  west  of  it  there  is  an  artificial 
mound,  called  the  Moat-hill,  or  Moot,  in  Gaelic  Mody  where 
the  ancient  Caledonian  or  Pictish  Gael  held  their  courts  of 
justice,  and  between  it  and  the  Howe  of  Double-dirks  is  a  pool 
where  a  certain  class  of  malefactors  were  drowned.  Human 
remains  and  flint  arrow-heads  have  been  found  both  on  the 
Gallows-hill  and  the  Moat-hill;  and  on  Merrytop,  which  is 
to  the  west  of  Ardiffery,  stone-celts  were  found  in  1863,  and 
human  remains  were  found  near  the  farm  houses  in  1867. 

On  the  farm  of  Up})er  Mill,  and  on  the  west  of  the  Ellon  and 
Peterhead  road,  near  the  24th  milestone,  some  workmen  em- 
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ployed  in  removing  gravel  from  a  pit,  discovered  a  stone  cist, 
with  an  urn  containing  human  remains,  in  1818  ;  and  near  to 
the  same  place,  in  1841,  a  stone  cist  and  urn,  with  human 
remains  were  discovered,  with  a  number  of  arrow-heads  and 
flint  knives. 

On  the  farm  of  Nether  Braco,  a  stone  cist  and  urn  were  found 
in  1848 ;  and  in  Moreseat,  which  is  in  the  west  division  of  the 
parish,  numerous  flint  arrow-heads  have  been  found. 

In  the  northern  division  of  the  parish,  there  is  a  large  stone 
standing  on  the  west  side  of  an  artificial  mound  of  sand  called 
the  Green-hill,  but  there  is  no  tradition  in  reference  to  them. 
On  West  Gask,  there  is  a  large  cairn  called  the  Corbie-knap, 
near  to  which  a  stone  cist  was  found  in  1838,  and  another  in 
1860.  A  little  to  the  north-west  of  the  Corbie-knap,  there  are 
the  remains  of  a  camp  at  no  great  distance  from  Caim-catta, 
which  falls  to  be  noticed  in  the  history  of  Longside  parish. 

Other  relics  have  occasionally  been  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  parish.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt  gives  the  following : — "  In 
1817,  a  neck-chain  and  battle-axe  were  found  in  a  tumulus  on 
the  Deer-hill  of  Ardiffery.  The  chain  is  composed  of  jet  and 
amber.  The  jet  beads  retain  their  original  polish.  The  lower 
bead  measures  about  four  inches ;  the  others  from  two  and  a 
half  down  to  one.  These  beads  were  separated  from  one  another 
by  bits  of  amber,  encrusted  with  a  brownish  coat,  but  otherwise 
unchanged.  The  axe  is  of  black  flint,  about  seven  inches  long." 
They  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the  Arbuthnot  Museum,  Peterhead. 

"  About  half  a  mile  west  of  the  parish  church,  there  was  a 
Druidical  circle,  consisting  of  seven  or  eight  upright  stones. 
These  were  removed  by  the  tenant  in  1831,  to  make  room  for 
"  improvements."  The  farm  is  named  "  Stones,"  the  only  cir- 
cumstance left  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  "Druidical 
Temple  of  Cruden. 

"  In  front  of  the  old  house  of  Sandend,"  says  Dr.  Pratt,  "  and 
in  the  centre  of  the  area,  where  the  people  assembled  to  hear 
divine  service  from  the  window  of  the  house,  there  might  have 
been  seen,  till  a  very  recent  period,  a  rude  granite  font,  sunk 
deep  in  the  ground  either  by  its  own  weight,  or  for  some  domes- 
tic purpose.  It  is  said  to  have  been  dug  from  the  ruins  of  the 
old  Danish  church  on  the  links,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  ejected  congregation.  Regarded  simply  as  a  relic  of  olden 
times,  it  is  invested  with  interest;  but  associated,  as  it  has 
become,  with  the  history  of  a  fallen  hierarchy,  its  importance 
is  greatly  enhanced." 

'*  On  application  to  the  possessor  of  this  remnant  of  antiquity, 
it  was  kindly  resigned,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  into  the 
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hands  of  the  i)resent  incumbent  of  St.  James's,  with  whom  it 
remains  an  ecclesiastical  curiosity." 

Mr.  John  Webster,  minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Auclireddv,  alia-^ 
New  Deer,  beiuff  transported  from  said  parish,  was  admitted 
minister  of  Cruden  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1720  years.  The 
utensils  were  handed  over  to  him  by  order  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Ellon,  and  an  inventory  of  the  utensils  then  given,  including  a 
silver  communion  service,  still  in  use,  which  is  inscribed  (by 
Mr.  William  Dunbar,  a  former  minister  of  the  parish),  as  a  "  Gift 
to  God  and  the  Church  ; "  a  "  pewter  basin  mr  baptism,  and  a 
baptising  cloth  laced  about."  Tlie  pewter  basin  w^as  probably 
an  alms-dish,  as  the  leg ithiiate  font  is  still  in  existence,  and 
may  be  seen  in  the  churchyard." 

I'he  old  bridge  crosses  tlie  burn  of  Cruden  near  to  the  church. 
It  was  built  in  101)7,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ja  Drummond  of 
Brechin.  It  consists  of  one  arch.  In  1763,  this  bridge  was 
widened  about  two  feet  by  James,  Earl  of  Errol.  The  additions, 
however,  do  not  rest  on  a  regular  foundation,  but  iipon  a  pro- 
jecting superstructure  near  the  spring  of  the  arch.  It  has  been 
called  the  Bishop's  Bridge,  but  most  commonly  the  Old  Bridge. 
Three  separate  tablets  are  built  into  the  do^vn  stream  face  of 
the  bridge.  One  of  these  presents  a  carving  of  the  ErroFs 
arms,  and  the  initials  K  J.  E.,  the  second  has  the  arms  of  Drum- 
mond flanked  by  two  pastoral  staffs,  initialed  B.  J.  B.,  Bishop 
James  of  Brechin,  date  1697 ;  and  upon  the  tliird  tablet  are 
the  words,  Rebuilt  by  James,  E.  of  Errol. 

In  front  of  Slains  Castle,  there  is  a  stone  which  has  been 
carefully  preserved  by  the  family  from  time  immemorial.  It 
was  kept  wdthin  the  })recincts  of  the  castle,  till  the  rebuilding 
of  the  castle  in  1836,  when  it  w^as  placed  in  front  of  the  entrance. 
It  is  valued  in  traditionary  lore,  as  being  the  veritable  stone 
on  which  the  elder  Hay  seated  himself  after  the  fatigues  of  the 
battle  of  Loncarty,  "  and  yielding  to  the  quick  respiration  of  a 
wearied  man,  he  gave  utterance  to  the  sound,  *  Hech,  heigh  !  * 
which  softened  into  Hay,  is  said  to  have  acquired  for  him  the 
vame,  and  thus  ori^ginatcd  the  name  of  the  family."  The  King 
himself,  we  are  tokl,  exclaimed  on  hearing  him — 

'  *  Hech,  heigh,  say  ye, 
And  Hay  shall  ye  be  !  " 

The  library  in  Slains  Castle  contains  about  4,000  volumes, 
among  which  there  is  a  good  collection  of  the  Christian  Fathers, 
the  classics,  and  the  elder  French  authors.  The  first  of  these 
formed  the  library  of  Bishop  Drummond  :  a  considerable  ad- 
dition was  made  to  the  classical  department,  by  Earl  James, 
The  French  and  Dutch  portions  of  the  library  were  greatly 
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augmented  by  Mr.  Alexander  Falconer,  husband  of  the  Coun- 
tess Marv.  About  the  end  of  the  last  century,  this  library  was 
remarkably  rich  in  MSS.,  which,  it  is  said,  Mr.  Falconer  was 
indefatigable  in  collecting,  in  addition  to  those  left  by  Bishop 
Druminond  Many  of  these  MSS.  were  on  vellum  ;  but  sad  to 
relate,  the  servants  were  allowed  to  use  them  up  for  any  and 
every  menial  purpose  in  the  way — such  as  preserving  the 
gentlmen's  boot  tops,  and  the  like. 

"  The  fate  of  the  residue  is  not  less  mortifying.  In  the  year 
1822,  the  late  Dr.  Kerr  of  Aberdeen,  at  that  time  in  attendance 
at  the  Castle,  conceived  the  idea  of  compiling  from  them  a 
history  of  the  family.  For  this  purpose  an  immense  number 
was  placed  in  his  hands — so  large  a  number,  indeed,  that  we 
may  Dest  form  an  idea  of  it  by  stating,  that  seven  lar^e  packing- 
cases  w^ere  at  one  time  despatched  to  him.  Of  tliese,  not  a 
vestige  has  ever  been  discovered.  Dr.  Kerr  died  soon  after, 
leaving  his  affairs  in  some  disorder,  and  these  valuable  pjipers 
seem  tor  some  time  to  have  escaped  the  memory  of  those  more 
particularly  interested  in  their  preservation." 

Notwithstanding  these  losses,  savs  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt,  the 
charter-chest  of  Slains  Castle  still  abounds  in  valuable  MSS. 

In  the  **  Account  of  Buchan,"  said  to  have  been  written  by 
Xadv  Ann  Drummond,  Countess  of  Errol,  one  of  "  the  most  re- 
markable things  in  this  district,"  is  the  "  Bullers  of  Buchan." 
This  is  a  huge  cauldron  into  which  the  sea  rushes  through  a 
natural  archway.  The  rocks  around  "  the  Pot,"  as  it  is  locally 
termed,  are  almost  perpendicular,  and  about  100  feet  in  height. 
The  top  of  the  cliffs  round  the  Bullers,  or  Boilers,  are  connected 
with  the  land  by  a  narrow  pathway.  Looking  from  the  top,  it 
is  impossible  to  overstate  tne  imposing  magnificence  of  these 
granite  sea  walls,  which  seem  to  bid  dehance  to  wind  and  wave 
— and  the  shattered  appearance  of  these  rocks  gi-eatly  add  to 
the  terrors  of  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  scene.  The 
rock  of  Dun-buy,  an  isolated  rock,  stands  about  half  a  mile  north 
of  the  Castle,  and  is  chietiy  remarkable  for  a  magnificent  natural 
arch  pierced  through  its  centre.  Dun-buy  is  the  yellow  rock — 
Duiiy  in  Gaelic,  means  "a  castle,  a  fort,  or  fortification,"  and, 
sometimes  "a  rock,or  heap  of  stones;"  and  Buy,in  GaeHc,5«ic/Ae, 
means,  "  yellow,"  from  the  dung  of  the  innumerable  sea-fowls, 
which,  in  the  spring,  choose  this  place  as  a  safe  and  convenient 

idace  for  incubation.  The  Blackhills,  which  are  north  of  the 
Jullers,  greatly  increase  in  height  and  boldness  of  outline,  and 
between  Slains  Castle,  and  the  Long-haven,  there  are  several 
subterranean  caverns  of  great  extent,  most  of  which  are  access- 
ible only  by  boat.     A  short  distance  north  of  the  I.^Dg-haven, 
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there  is  a  large  boulder  called  the  "  Hare  Stone,"  wliich  is  cleft 
in  two,  and  it  marks  the  boundary  between  Cruden  and  Peter- 
head. 

In  Mr.  Jervise's  "  Antiquarian  Notes  on  Cruden,"  there  is 
the  following  account  of  the  silver  communion  cups  presented 
to  the  Church  of  CYuden  : — 

Bishop  Drummond  presented  the  church  with  two  silver 
communion  cups,  the  largest  of  which  bears  the  following  in- 
scription : — 

"Dedicated  to  the  Service  of  Jesus  and  his  Church  at  Cruden, 
by  Dr.  Ia.  DRUMMOND,  late  Bishop  of  Brechin,  who  died  at 
stains,  13th  Ap.  1G95." 

There  are  other  four  communion  cups  of  Silver  belonging  to 
Cruden.     Upon  one  : — 

"  Dedicated  to  the  Service  of  Jesus,  and  of  his  Church  at  Cru- 
den, by  Samuel  Hutcheon,  who  dyed  at  Craighead  the  ICth 
Aprile  1611." 

Upon  each  of  the  remaining  three  : — 

*'  Dedicated  to  the  Service  of  Jesus,  and  of  his  Church  at  Cru- 
den, by  Robert  Cumming  of  Birness,  171 2." 

"  St.  Olau's  fair  was  long  held  at  Cruden.  The  right  to  the 
custom  of  it  was  bought  by  Mary,  Countess  of  ErroU,  from  the 
Kirk-session,  for  an  annual  payment  of  £4." 

Tradition  avers  that  the  parish  of  Cruden  had  its  name  from 

the  rejmted  defeat,  or  crxi^hviig  of  the  Danes  in  the  battle  before 

referred  to — a  point  which  is  thus  advocated  in  a  popular 

rhyme : 

**  Cnish-dane,  tho  field  and  parish  then  were  styl'd, 
Though  time  aud  clever  tongues  the  name  hath  spoil'd." 


PARISH  OF  CULSALMOND. 


Presbytery  of  Garioch — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
The  name  is  written  Culsalrtiond  and  CulsamoTul,  which  in 
Gaelic  would  signify  the  back,  or  end  of  the  hill,  which  is  de- 
scriptive enough  of  the  situation  of  the  parish,  as  it  lies  around 
and  comprehends  the  hills  of  Culmeadden,  and  of  Tillymorgan, 
being  the  eastern  termination  of  the  Foudland  range  of  hilLs. 
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Boundaries. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Forgue  and 
Auchterless  ;  on  the  east  by  the  parish  of  Ravne ;  on  the  south 
by  the  parish  of  Oyne ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  Insch. 

Extent 

The  ^eatest  length  of  the  parish,  from  south  to  north,  in  a 
direct  hne,  is  5  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  from  east  to  west, 
also  in  a  direct  line,  is  3i  miles,  and  the  whole  area  is  computed 
to  be  6,995  acres. 

Topography, 

The  water  of  Ury  (or  the  Glen  Water  as  it  is  here  called  J,  in- 
tersects and  divides  the  parish,  from  the  influx  of  the  water  of 
Shevach  to  a  point  near  Bainshole,  in  the  top  of  the  ^lens  of 
Foudland,  being  a  distance  of  6^  miles,  following  the  windings 
of  the  stream-  The  Ury,  at  the  influx  of  the  Shevach  (being 
the  lowermost  point  in  the  parish),  is  310  feet  above  sea  level, 
the  bridffe  of  Auchintender,  over  the  Ury,  is  about  553  feet, 
and  the  nighest  point  on  the  Urj^,  in  the  parish,  is  608  feet 
The  church  of  Culsalmond  is  602  feet,  the  junction  of  the  Old 
Meldrum  with  Garden's  Mill  turnpike  roaa,  at  Sheelagreen,  is 
420  feet,  the  bridge  of  Lidikin,  over  the  burn  of  Knockenbaird 
is  322  feet,  and  the  toj)  of  Tillymorgan,  which  is  the  highest 
point  of  land  in  the  parish,  is  1,134  feet.  On  the  east  division 
of  the  parish,  the  land  rises  with  gentle  slopes  from  the  house 
of  Newton  and  Brankanentum,  by  Williamstone  and  Pulwhite, 
to  the  Caim-hill,  and  the  hill  Tilljonorgan ;  and  on  the  west  of 
the  Ury,  there  are  the  rounded  knolls  or  hills  of  the  Ledikins, 
the  Wrangharas,  and  St.  Sair's,  with  the  rugged  hill  of  Culme- 
adden  on  the  north  of  Jericho.  Excepting  the  top  and  western 
slopes  of  Tillymorgan,  the  higher  parts  of  the  Cairn-hill,  and 
parts  of  Culmeadden  and  St  Sair'B  hills,  the  whole  parish  is 
either  cultivated  or  covered  with  trees.  South  of  the  glens 
of  Foudland,  the  arable  land  is  continuous,  laid  out  into  regular 
fields,  interspersed  with  thriving  plantations.  In  the  glen,  and 
to  the  north  and  east  of  Tillymorgan,  the  scenery  is  difierent, 
the  country  is  bare,  and  the  cultivated  land  is  much  exposed 
to  the  utmost  rigours  of  the  northern  blasts  which  sweep  across 
the  country,  frequently  lodging  immense  snow-drifts  such  as 
are  only  known  to  the  natives  and  those  who  have  encountered 
them  on  the  great  post  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness,  pre- 
vious to  the  construction  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Rail- 
way. 


4r>G  (iKoLoGY    AND   SUlLS. 


GvoliMjij  (uul  S(*11a. 


The  chief  poologiccil  f( matures  of  this  parish  are  the  slate  strata 
which  runs  throu<^'h  the  north-western  parts  of  the  County, 
from  tlie  (Ijanrie  shore  on  the  Moray  Firtn,  to  the  upper  parts 
of  l)onsi(U\  Tlie  C'ulsalmond,  or  T^illyniorgan  slate  forms  the 
eastern  and  soutli-eastern  limit  of  the  FoudlanJ  slate  ndge. 
Here  the  slate  strata  apjx'ars  in  an  almost  vertical  ix>sition  on 
the  toj)  of  the  hill,  and  are  found  in  detached  veins,  the  space 
between  the  veins  being  tilled  with  arenaceous  matter  and  de- 
conii)osed  slate,  which  seems  to  have  been  upheaved,  as  the 
fracture  on  the  corresponding  sides  of  the  veins  show  that  they 
have  been  originally  united. 

The  Tillymorgjin  slate  is  dark  blue  in  colour,  and  in  quality 
it  is  simihir  to  that  of  Melrose  and  Foudland  slate,  but  hea\^er, 
and  consid(»red  more  durable  than  either.  It  ditt'ers,  however, 
from  the  Foudland  and  Melrose  slate,  in  so  far  as  it  does  not 
contain  these  cubical  brassy  coloured  pyrites  (suljJii'rets  of 
•iron),  so  conmi(»n  in  the  others,  and  in  the  Easdale  slata 
Tartly  owing  to  the  i)()sition  and  din  of  the  beds,  the  slate  has 
necessarily  been  woriced  in  gullets,  out  a  good  deal  of  the  best 
slate  has  been  over-run,  and  much  of  it  now  is  not  in  a  very 
workable  condition.  On  the  banks  of  the  Uiy,  near  to  the 
bridge  of  Lcdikin,  the  not  very  common  hlacl'  date  of  the  grey- 
n-avhr  strata  is  to  be  found,  and  at  one  time  hopes  were  enter- 
titined  of  tindinj'  tlie  more  valuable  mineral,  coal,  to  which  it 
has  a  gi-eat  similarity  in  appearance.  The  primary  rock  which 
appear  to  li<^  along  the  base  of  the  skte  formation  is  that  of 
trap,  or  tabular  gi'censtone,  a  comjuact  felspar  of  a  bluish  lead 
colour,  hard  in  t(»xture,  and  ditHcult  to  work.  This  mass  of 
unstratified  rock  is  next  succeeded  and  associated  with  beds  or 
veins  of  secondary  limestone,  which  have  a  very  deranged  course 
from  the  north-east  of  Benachie  to  the  south-west  of  Foudland. 
The  limestone  has  been  worked  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of 
Insch,  but  found  to  be  of  little  value. 

On  the  eastern  division  of  the  parish,  from  north  to  south, 
there  are  large  deposits  of  ferriferous  matter,  sand  and  boulders 
highly  impregnated  with  carbonate  of  iron.  Some  of  the  blocks 
Avere  smelted  at  Carron,  and,  it  is  said,  jiroduced  a  large  per- 
centage of  good  iron.  In  the  hollow  along  the  ironstone  strata, 
there  are  in  several  places  dejjosits  of  bog-iron  ore,  sinter,  which 
have  been  formed  by  the  action  of  water,  and,  also,  in  this 
division,  on  the  farm  of  Pulwhite,  there  are  large  deposits  of 
coarse  gravel,  flint  stones,  fragments  of  slate  from  Tillymorgan, 
and  what  aj)pears  to  be  decomj^oscd  granite  from  Benachie. 
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These  deposits  have  every  appearance  of  having  been  formed 
by  the  action  of  water,  and  in  some  instances  this  deposit  is 
found  to  overHe  moss  several  feet  in  depth. 

Soils. — Generally  the  soil  over  the  lower  southern  division  of 
the  parish  consists  of  a  yellowish  loamy  clay,  that  on  the  higfher 
ground  is  of  the  same  description,  but  lighter,  being  more  mixed 
with  gravel  and  small  stones,  and  on  the  higher  slopes  of  Tilly- 
morgan  the  soil  is  a  yellowish  loam,  considerably  mixed  with 
slaty  fragments.  On  the  back-lying  slopes  of  Tillymorgan,  and 
in  the  glens,  there  is  slaty  clay,  black  moorish  soil,  moss,  and 
blue  clay  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Hydvogrtvphy. 

The  principal  stream,  as  before  stated,  is  the  water  of  Ury. 
It  intersects  the  parish  for  about  live  miles  from  south  to  north, 
and  forms  the  l>oundary  with  Forgue,  for  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  the  glens  of  Foudland.  The  Shevach  Water,  in  its  lower 
course,  forms  the  south  boundary  of  the  parish  with  Oyne,  and 
the  burn  of  Knockenbaird,  also  in  its  lower  coui-se,  forms  the 
western  boundary  with  Insch.  Besides  these  streams,  there  is 
the  burn  of  Colj)y,  which  flows  from  the  east  Foudland  slate 
bills,  and  supplies  very  pure  water  for  the  Jericho  distillery, 
and  alon^  witn  the  small  streams  which  flow  from  the  north- 
east of  Tillymorgan  to  the  Ythan,  the  parish  is  well  supplied 
with  water  for  every  domestic  purpose.  The  Ury  abounds  in 
trout. 

There  are  numerous  perennial  springs  of  pure  .water  which 
issue  from  the  slate  strata,  and  from  the  lower  trap  rock,  among 
others  there  are  three  saints,  or  sacred  W(41s,  St.  Mary's  well, 
on  Colpy,  St.  Michael's,  on  Gateside  of  Williamstone,  and  the 
well  at  the  Lady's  Causeway,  on  Saughen-loan.  At  the  latter 
place  there  is  also  a  strong  mineral  spring,  which  is  said  to 
nave  salutary  eftects  in  scrofulous  complaints. 

AvhoAcultnre. 
Tlie  plantations  of  Newton,  and  the  policies  around  the 
mansion  house,  occuny  a  considearble  portion  of  the  valley  of 
the  Ury  in  the  soutliern  parts  of  the  parish.  They  are  well 
laid  out  both  for  ornament  and  shelter.  The  trees  consist  of 
larch  and  Scots  firs  of  considearble  age.  Some  of  the  latter  are 
of  large  sizes,  and  being  mixed  with  several  varieties  of  well- 
grown  hardwood  trees,  in  the  policies  along  the  Ury,  are  very 
ornamental.  The  plantations  surrounding  the  mansion  house 
of  Williamstone,  occupy  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Uiy,  north  of 
Newton,  and  consist  of  a  fine  variety  of  young  forest  trees,  laid 
out  in  ornamental  belts,  and  clumps  of  gi-eat  value  for  shelter, 
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while  the  older  plantations,  chiefly  larch,  occupy  the  south  and 
western  slopes  of  Tillymorgan,  while  the  lower  plantations  of 
Cairn-hill  occupy  a  considerable  space  on  the  south-eastern  slopes 
of  these  hills.  The  Cairn-hill  plantations  consist  of  mixed  Scots 
firs,  larch,  and  some  spruce  trees,  and  are  of  considerable  age, 
but  are  of  no  great  value  as  timber.  Those  6n  Tilljrmorgan 
(which  consist  chiefly  of  larch),  are  also  old,  but,  as  they  stand 
at  high  elevations  on  the  slate  rock,  the  trees  (bushes)  barely 
cover  the  ground  On  the  hill  of  Culmeadden,  and  the  Scares, 
west  of  the  Ury,  the  eastern  and  southern  slopes  of  these  hills, 
and  in  the  valley,  by  Colpy,  a  large  extent  of  ground  is  covered 
with  full-grown  trees..  The  chief  portion  of  these  plantations 
consist  of  larch,  which,  in  the  lower  ground,  are  ot  fair  sizes, 
but  those  on  the  more  elevated  portions  of  the  ground  never 
will  come  to  be  of  any  value  as  timber. 

Farms  and  Farming, 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 


No.  at  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

No.  at  and  above 

£100 

£50 

£20 

£10 

£5 

of  yearly  rent. 

and  under  £100. 

and  under  £50. 

and  under  £20. 

and  under  £10. 

17  22  9  18  22 

And  six  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 


Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  rarish  of  Culsalmond,  year 

187273, 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,        

Do.        Slate  Quarries,  Distillery,  and  Market  Customs, 
Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  . 


£5.771  12  2 

632    0  0 

41    0  0 

89    0  0 


Total  value, £6,533  12    2 

Land  oianera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Alexander  Leith,  Esq.  of  Freefield,  Cairn-hill. 

Alexander  Morison  Gordon,  'Eaq.  of  Newton. 

Major  Andrew  Gammel  of  Sheekgreen. 

Charles  Fraser,  Esq.  of  WiUiamstone. 

The  North  of  Scotland  Banking  Company,  Tillymorgan. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  7  in  number. 

Fai^ming. — ^The  duration  of  leases  in  this  parish  is  for  19 
years,  and  the  mode  of  cropping  is  the  6th  and  the  6th  shift 
course,  one  crop  of  oats  being  only  taken  in  the  latter  shift, 
after  the  third  vear's  grass.  The  houses  on  the  principal  farms 
are  substantial  and  convenient,  but  many  of  those  on  the 
smaller  holdings  are  of  an  inferior  description,  notwithstanding 
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their  vicinity  to  the  slate  quarries,  most  of  them  have  only  straw 
thatched  roofs,  which  would  be  more  profitably  employed  as 
provender  for  cattle. 

Fences  of  a  permanent  description  are  scarce,  stones  of  a 
suitable  description  being  difficult  to  obtain,  wood  palinff  and 
posts  for  wire  fencing  are  high  in  price,  and  hedge-row  tences 
are  only  cultivated  to  a  small  extent,  not  so  much  as  they  ought 
to  be,  where  fencing  and  shelter  are  so  much  required. 

Roads, 

The  old  post  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness  intersects 
the  parish  from  south  to  north,  and  runs  along  the  valley  of 
the  IJry  in  a  most  convenient  direction,  while  the  Sheelagreen 
and  Old  Meldrum  road  affords  ample  accommodation  to  the 
north-eastern  division,  and  the  Inscn  roads  sufficiently  accom- 
modate the  traffic  in  that  direction.  Taking  the  hamlet  of 
Colpy  as  a  central  point,  which  it  is,  the  distance  to  the  Insch 
Kailway  Station  is  about  three  miles,  and  that  station  is  27^ 
miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  as  from  Colpy  to  the  Ojrne  Railway 
Station,  the  distance  is  4^  miles,  and  that  station  is  24  J  miles 
from  Aberdeen. 

Mansion  Houses, 

The  Mansion  House  of  Newton  is  an  old,  but  very  com- 
modious residence,  with  probably  more  comfort  within  than 
architectural  attractions  from  without.  The  House  of  William- 
stone  is  a  small,  but  elerant  modern  building,  surrounded  by 
tastefully  laid  grounds.  The  Manse  is  an  old  building,  so  is  the 
Church,  but  both  are  considered  suitable  for  the  parish. 

Markets, 

The  old  Market  of  St.  Sair's  is  held  on  the  Wednesday  after 
the  last  Tuesday  in  June  (O.  S.),  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  sheep,  and 
horses.  It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  oldest  established  fairs  m  the 
County. 

Inns  and  Alehouses, 

There  are  no  Inns  or  Alehouses  in  the  parish.  The  nearest 
hotel  is  that  of  Pitmachie,  which  is  within  a  short  distance  of 
its  southern  extremity. 

Distillery, — The  small,  but  long  established  DiFtillcry  of 
Jericho  has  a  good  reputation  for  producing  a  pure  spirit,  dis- 
tilled from  malt  only. 
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Poor  and  Parochial  Fuwls. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OP 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CULSALMOND  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  ABsessmeiits,        ....      £262    4    0 
Do.     from  Mortitications,  aud  all  other  sources,       10  12    8 


Expenditure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,         .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£203    3 

^ 

13    2 

4 

16    6 

u 

29  13 

8 

10  10 

9 

£272  IC    8 


£272  16    8 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

1861. 


1,165 


Relieved  during  the  year. 


I  Died  or  ceased  to  : 
receive  relief. 


Casual  Poor. 


MaleH.    Females. '  Total. 


*"*«•     ■    Poor!    '     *"*^ 


Casual  ' 
Poor. 


21 


30        19 


I      4 


Fatuous ' 
Insane.  < 


The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  S2)ecilied  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34-,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managei*s  on  the  Board. 


IL— CIVIL  HISTORY. 


Tradition  affords  but  little  information  as  to  the  ancient  his- 
tory of  this  parish.  In  the  glens  of  Foudland,  and  on  both 
sides  of  the  Glen  Water,  there  are  the  remains  of  entrenchments 
at  Ca'den,  supposed  to  have  been  erected  bv  the  Cumines  to 
watch  or  intercept  the  forces  of  Bruce,  while  on  their  march 
from  Inverurie  to  the  Sliach  camp,  in  Drumblade.  On  the 
north-eastern  face  of  Tillymorgan,  or  as  it  is  called  the  "  Hill 
of  Culsalmond,"  there  are  the  remains  of  a  camp,  with  double 
lines  of  entrenchment,  supposed  to  have  been  an  out-post  of  the 
Roman  Camp  at  Glenmailen.  These  entrenchments  are  wuthin 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  Glenmailen,  and  are  close  upon 
the  line  of  the  old  Romjin  road,  and  command  a  full  view  of 
that  camp,  and  of  the  fort  at  Pitcaple,  and  of  those  on  Benachie, 
and  on  the  hill  of  Barra,  and  also  of  the  more  distant  fort  on 
the  Keir-hill  in  Skene,  so  that  for  stratagetical  purposes  the 
Culsalmond  trenches  must  have  been  of  gi'cat  importance. 
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III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Churcli  and  Manse  stand  upon  the  south-western 
slope  of  the  hill  of  Culsalmond,  and  in  a  very  convenient 
situation  for  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Church 
and  Manse  are  old  buildings,  but  are  in  a  good  state  of  Repair. 
The  stipend  is  said  to  average  about  £166  ;  the  Manse  is  valued 
at  £20  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  at  £15. 

For  many  years  after  the  disruption,  in  1843,  the  Free  Church 
(a  wooden  erection)  stood  in  the  most  dreary  and  solitary  part 
of  the  glens  of  Foudland  ;  but,  within  the  past  eight  years,  an 
elegant  Church  and  Manse  have  been  erected  in  a  very  desirable 
situation,  on  the  estate  of  Williamstone,  near  to  the  Parish 
Church.     The  Manse  is  valued  at  £20. 

On  the  estate  of  Tillymorgan,  in  the  north-eastern  corner  of 
the  parish,  there  is  a  very  handsome  small  Episcopalian  Chapel, 
and  a  Parsonage,  valued  at  £12  a-year ;  and  there  is  a  Congrega- 
tional Manse  at  Williamstone,  which  is  valued  at  £4  10s. 

The  Parish  School  and  schoolmaster's  house  stand  beside  the 
churclL  The  schoolmaster's  salary  is  the  minimum,  with  the 
benefit  of  the  Dick  bequest. 

Scftool  Board. — There  are  five  members  upon  the  Board — 
Alexander  M.  Gordon  of  Newton  is  chairman,  William  Alexan- 
der, Glenniston,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Ilate,  6d.  per  £. 
Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There  are  90  scholars  at  the 
Culsalmond  public  school.  There  are  other  two  schools  in  the 
parish,  with  male  and  female  teachers,  but  no  return  of  the 
scholars  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education. 

Previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Middleton,  in 
November,  1841,  to  the  parochial  charge  and  church  of  Culsal- 
mond, in  succession  to  the  Rev.  Ferdinand  Ellis,  the  Garioch 
Justices  of  the  Peace  memorialized  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  and  the  Lord  Advocate,  "  con- 
cerning the  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  law  that  had  been  mani- 
fested to  the  induction  of  Mr.  Middleton,"  and  requested  that 
"  such  measures  should  immediately  be  taken  as  will  lead  to 
the  detection  and  punishment  of  the  offenders  ; "  the  "  mob 
parishioners "  being  headed  by  a  medical  practitioner  in  the 
parish,  and  the  friends  of  a  licentiate  of  the  church,  who, 
through  them,  tacitly  preferred  his  claim  to  the  appointment ; 
and,  although  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Middleton  was  not  allowed 
to  be  gone  about  as  the  reverend  fathers  of  the  church,  and  the 
Garioch  Justices  might  have  wished,  he  was  legally  settled  by 
the  aid  of  the  sheriffs,  fiseals,  policemen,  and  other  limbs  of  the 
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law,  in  the  face  of  the  reclaiming  parishioners,  without  anytliing 
serious  happening  either  to  life  or  limb. 

Subsequent  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  Dr.  Robert- 
son (who  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  prominent  leader  of  the 
"  mob  parishioners  "^,  in  the  Court  of  Session ;  but  he  was 
acquitted,  and  on  his  acquittal  he  was  feasted  by  the  leaders 
of  the.  Free  Church  party  m  Edinburgh ;  so  ended  the  "  Culsal- 
mond  church  riots." 

The  late  Rev.  Robert  Findlay  of  Clatt,  whose  grandfather 
had  been  minister  of  Culsalmond,  left  the  interest  of  £300  for 
supporting  the  aged  poor.  The  late  Thomas  Gordon,  Esq.  of 
Premnay  and  Sheelagreen,  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
the  interest  of  XGOO. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

In  the  woods  of  Newton,  near  Pitmachie,  there  is  a  highly  sculp- 
tured standing-stone,  and  another  stands  near  the  mansion 
house,  with  a  number  of  hieroglyphical  figures  cut  on  it 
Drawings  of  these  stones  have  appeared  in  vanous  publications; 
but  the  most  accurate  are  those  which  have  been  published  by 
the  Spalding  Club. 

On  the  farm  of  Colpy,  there  are  still  traces  of  two  Druidical 
circles,  and,  near  by  one  of  them,  several  baked  clay  urns  were 
dug  up.  The  burying  ground  round  the  church  is  said  to  have 
been  the  site  of  a  large  Druidical  temple,  with  twelve  lar^e 
Benachie  granite  stones  around  the  circle  ;  but  they  were  said 
to  have  been  "  overturned  when  the  first  Christian  temple  was 
erected."  One  of  these  stones  was  dug  up  in  1821,  and  now 
remains  above  ground.  The  other  eleven  are  still  under  ^ound. 
In  digging  out  the  foundation  of  an  old  building  to  wliich  the 
last  kirk  had  been  attached,  and  when  the  churchyard  dykes 
were  building,  also  in  1821,  there  were  found  below  the  walls 
of  the  building  the  skeletons  of  two  men,  in  a  perfect  state  of 
preservation.  Jn  the  year  1812,  a  most  remarkable  grave  was 
found  on  the  farm  of  Mill  of  Williamstone,  at  a  place  called  the 
Law-hillock,  where,  formerly  there  stood  a  large  cairn  or  hillock 
of  stones  and  moss,  which  had  been  removed  about  30  years 
before.  The  coffin  was  of  large  size  and  rude  workmanship, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  constructed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a 
large  oak  tree,  which  had  been  cut  into  three  parts  of  unequal 
length,  each  of  wliich  had  been  split  in  two  with  stone  w^edges, 
and  partially  charred.  The  cofKii  consisted  of  six  slabs,  two 
sides,  two  ends,  a  bottom,  and  a  lid.     Only  a  small  part  of  the 
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lid  remained,  the  greater  part  of  it  had  been  torn  up  by  the 
plough  since  the  cairn  had  been  removed.  The  coffin  was  sur- 
rounded by  rough  unhewn  stones,  laid  upon  a  bed  of  blue  clay, 
and  the  ends  of  it  had  been  sunk  into  noles  filled  with  blue 
sand,  mixed  with  a  substance  which  had  apparently  undergone 
the  action  of  fire.  The  grave  lay  due  east  and  west,  and  what 
appeared  to  have  been  the  head  of  the  coffin  was  in  the  east 
end  of  the  grave.  Inside  of  the  coffin,  an  urn  of  baked  clay  and 
sand  of  an  unusual  shape  was  found ;  but  it  was  broken  in 
digging  out.  It  was  narrow  at  the  bottom,  and  wide  at  the  top, 
and  about  11  inches  in  depth.  The  whole  of  the  pieces  were 
carefully  put  into  the  grave  in  their  original  position,  and 
covered  over  with  the  moss  and  stones  formerly  found  on  the 
surface  of  the  grave. 

In  various  parts,  especially  in  the  north-eastern  parts  of  the 
parish,  there  were  at  one  time  a  number  of  what  were  called 
"  burial  cairns."  There  were  several  on  the  Cairn-hill ;  two  on 
Moss-side  ;  one  on  Gateside ;  another  on  Mellenside ;  and  two 
on  Colpy.  Most  of  these  have  been  opened  up,  and  in  them 
several  stone  axes  and  flint  arrow  heads  were  found.  In  one 
of  the  cairns  on  Moss-side,  there  was  found  a  large  stone  axe, 
which  is  said  to  be  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Leith  of  Freefield 

The  author  of  the  Statistical  Account  of  the  parish,  1843, 
says,  in  reference  to  these  ancient  stone  articles, — "  The  finest 
were  of  flint.  They  were  used  by  our  Celtic  ancestors,  in  ages 
long  prior  to  the  Roman  invasion,  as  battle-axes,  spears,  or 
tools  lor  domestic  purposes.  The  largest  were  made  of  coarse, 
but  very  hard,  grey-stone,  for  home  use.  The  smallest  were 
manufactured  from  the  very  finest  flint,  and  used  as  warlike 
instruments,  and  in  diflerent  ways." 


PARISH  OF  DAVIOT. 


Presbytery  of  Oarioch — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
In  Keith's  Catalogue  of  Scottish  Bishops,  the  name  is  spelled 
Davot,  and  may  have  been  so  named  after  David,  Ejirl  of  Hun- 
tingdon, brotlier  to  King  William  the  Lion.  Earl  David,  having 
had  conferred  upon  him  the  lordship  of  the  Garioch,  he  con- 
veyed by  charter  (date  about   1178),  to  the  rich  Abbey  of 
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Lindores,  the  church  lands  of  Fintray — Fintrivki,  Inveriu  and 
Monkegiii,  Diirno — Durnach,  Culsamond — Culsamud,,  Insch — 
Inchemaban'nn,  and  Premnay — Prarne.  Davot,  or  Daviot,  at 
that  time,  was  only  a  small  prebend  in  the  diocese,  and  although 
this  etymology  may  appear  somewhat  forced,  it  is  the  same  as 
that  given  for  the  parish  of  Daviot  in  Inverness-shire.  Some 
writers  say  that  the  name  is  derived  from  a  Davoch  of  land 
(Scot,  Davache),  which  is  equal  to  four  plough-gates,  or  "  as 
much  land  as  four  ploughs  could  till  in  a  year."  The  name  has 
no  Gaelic  in  its  composition. 

Boundariefi. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Rayne  and 
Fy vie ;   on  the  east  by  the  parishes  of  Meldrum  and  Bourtie ; 
and  on  the  south  and  west  by  Chapel  of  Garioch. 

Extent 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  measured  in  a  direct  line 
from  south-east  to  north-west,  is  5  miles,  and  the  greatest 
breadth,  also  in  a  direct  line,  from  north-east,  to  south-west,  is 
3  miles ;  and  the  whole  area  is  computed  to  be  4,454  acres. 

Topography. 
The  central  and  highest  rid^e  in  the  parish  runs  from  Mill 
of  Lethenty,  by  Lumpnart,  by  the  mansion  house  of  Glack  (420 
feet),  to  the  hill  of  Old  Craig,  which  is  the  highest  point  of 
land  in  the  parish,  and  olo  feet  above  sea  level,  the  lowest 
point  being  upon  the  Lochter  burn,  and  it  is  200  feet.  The 
church  of  Daviot  is  415  feet  above  sea  level,  and  from  this 
point,  a  lateral  ridge  descends,  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  by 
Cuttle  Craigs,  towards  Fingask  (240  feet),  and  from  the  house 
of  Glack  another  ridge  descends  in  a  south-westerly  direction 
to  the  valley  of  the  Ury  at  Pitcaple.  These  ridges,  which  are 
undulating  in  outline,  form  the  chief  configuration  of  the 
central  parts  of  the  parish,  while,  on  the  north  and  north-east, 
it  is  bortlered  by  the  valley  of  Lethenty,  Fingask,  and  Mounie, 
rising  up  to  Pitmnan,  and  to  the  point  bordering  on  the  moss 
of  Wartle,  where  the  Inverurie  and  Forgue  turnpike  road 
crosses  the  Old  Meldrum  and  Sheelagreen  road,  which  is  420 
feet  above  sea  level 

Geology  and  Soih. 

The  rook  which  constitutes  the  higher  ridges  and  hill  tops  in 
the  central  parts  of  the  parish  is  trap,  or  greenstone,  and  in  the 
western  divisicm  it  is  found  in  masses  and  outlying  blocks, 
imbedded  in  large  masses  of  ferruginous  sand  and  gravel.  On 
the  south  and  east,  the  inferior  strata  consist  of  coarse  gneiss. 
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which  has  in  general  a  slaty  structure,  and  on  the  lower  ground, 
south,  east,  and  north  boundaries,  there  is  peat  earth,  now  of 
no  great  depth,  overlying  blue  clay  of  a  worthless  description. 
SoU8, — On  the  higher  ground,  the  soil  upon  the  trap  lorma- 
tion  is  generally  yellow  loam,  largely  mixed  with  gravel  and 
some  clay,  and,  on  the  lower  slopes,  there  is  rich  loam  and 
strong  yellow  clay,  while  on  the  lower  ground,  the  soil  is  mostly 
of  an  alluvial  character,  consisting  of  moss  and  light  sandy  loam. 

Hydrography, 
The  principal  stream  is  the  bum  of  Lochter,  which  bounds 
the  parish  with  Bourtie  on  the  east,  with  the  bounding  burn  of 
Balcairn  with  Old  Meldrum,  also  on  the  east,  and  the  bounding 
bum  of  Mounie,  or  Sa^hoch,  with  Fyvie  on  the  north  These 
two  streams  are  the  chief  affluents  of  the  Lochter  bum,  below 
their  junction  at  Fin^sk.  On  the  south,  there  is  the  small 
bum  of  Broad  ward,  which  bounds  the  parish,  partly  on  the  south, 
with  Chapel  of  Garioch,  and,  on  the  north-west,  tnere  is  a  small 
stream  which  bounds  the  parish  with  Rayne.  These  bounding 
burns,  along  with  some  small  lateral  streams,  and  perennial 
springs,*  abundantly  supply  the  parish  with  water  for  every 
domestic  purpose,  although,  in  general,  there  is  a  want  of 
water  power  for  propelling  the  machinery  of  the  thrashing 
mills.  The  bum  of  Mounie  is  utilized  for  propelling  the 
machinery  of  the  meal  mill  of  that  place. 

ArboricvZture, 
The  chief  plantations  in  the  parish  are  those  surrounding  the 
mansion  house  of  Glack,  in  tne  grounds  of  which  there  are 
some  fine  old  ash,  Scots  firs,  beech  trees,  and  some  spruce  firs, 
with  some  old  hedges,  and  a  considerable  extent  of  younger 
belts  of  planting,  which  are  chiefly  composed  of  hardwood.  To 
the  south-west  of  Glack,  there  are  some  clumps  of  Scots  firs 
and  larch,  lying  contiguous  to  some  plantations  in  the  neigh- 
bouring parish  of  Chapel  of  Garioch,  which  are  of  great  value 
as  shelter.  In  the  north,  east,  and  south  divisions  of  the  parish, 
there  are  few  trees.  On  the  borders  of  Rayne,  there  are  some 
clumps  of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  which  have  not  a  very  thriving 
appearance.  The  mansion  houses  of  Mounie  and  Fmgask  are 
surrounded  by  small  clumps  of  Scots  firs,  spruce,  hardwood 
trees,  and  willows,  otherwise  the  whole  parish  is  bare,  and 
shelter  is  much  wanted. 

*  Near  the  nuiiB  of  a  building  supposed  to  have  been  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel, 
in  the  bnrying  cronnd  of  Fingask,  which  is  still  used  as  a  place  of  interment, 
there  is  **  Our  Ladv^s  Well ;  '^  and,  on  Lethenty,  near  to  where  it  is  said  there 
was  also  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel,  and  a  sacred  weU.  No  restige  of  the  building 
is  now  visible,  but  the  weU  still  remains. 

2l) 


4ti6  FARMS  AND   FARMINO. 

Farms  ami  Fanning. 

Exolusivo  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  sliow  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holilings  in  the  parish  in  a  classitied  form  : — 

No.  «t  and  above     No.  at  and  above      Na  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  abore 

£100  £.'.0  ^IH)  £10  £B 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.         and  under  £90.        aad  under  £10. 

17  12  11  13  9 

And  four  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Daviot,  year  1872-73,      £4,7d6  18  3 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gadens,  and  Wood- 

lands, 419  O  0 

Bo.        Shootings,  where  let, 17  O  0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  and  Moss, 66  10  0 

Do.        liailways  (Old  Meldrum  Line),        ....  77  O  0 

Do.        Small  ProiKsrties  under  £100  of  yearly  yalue,          •  51  0  0 

Total  value £5,427    8    3 

Lafid  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  antl  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

John  Manson,  Esq.  of  Fingask. 
John  Mackenzie,  Esq.  of  Olack. 
William  Abraham  Skene,  Esq.  of  Lethenty. 
David  Scton,  Esq.  of  Mounie. 

The  other  propnetors  under  £100  of  yearly  rent,  are  four  in  number. 

Farming, — The  niodo  of  farming  usually  followed  is  that  of 
the  tifth,  and  sixth-shift  course  of  ero])pin^,  and,  as  there  is 
considerable  variety  of  soils,  both  these  roUitions  are  considered 
suitable.    Leases  are  almost  in  every  case  gi^anted  for  19  years. 

Oats  form  the  chief  cereal  crop,  and  they  are  produced  of  good 
quality,  especially  on  the  more  elevated  lying  land,  and  on  the 
clay  soils,  while  the  low  lying  land  is  well  adapted  for  produc- 
ing turnips  and  grass. 

The  farm  buildings  upon  some  of  the  larger  farms  appear  to 
be  substantial  and  conmiodious,  but  others  are  of  an  inferior 
description,  and  even  on  some  of  the  largest  farms,  the  houses 
still  aj)pear  with  thatched,  or  tiled  roofs.  Generally  speaking, 
substantial  stone  dykes  are  not  numerous,  and  fences  erected 
of  wood,  or  wire,  are  expensive,  and  do  not  suit  the  views  of 
tenants  who  generally  have  to  erect  them  and  keep  them 
fencible,  and  entails  an  expenditure  upon  the  tenant,  whicli 
proves  a  heavy  item  during  a  19  years  lease.  Hedges,  either 
for  shelter  or  fencing,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  much  attended 
to,  where  they  woukl  have  been  of  any  value  in  sheltering  and 
fencing  agricultural  land. 
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Roads, 
The  Inverurie  and  Forgue  turnpike  skirts  the  western  parts 
of  the  parish  for  a  distance  of  about  3J  miles.  The  Old  Mel- 
drum  and  Sheelagreen  road  runs  along  the  northern  parts  from 
east  to  west,  and  the  Old  Meldrum  and  Pitcaple  road  runs 
through  the  centre  of  the  parish  from  north-east  to  south-west, 
so  that  altogether  few  parishes  in  the  country  are  so  well 
accommodated  with  good  roads.  The  principal  railway  station 
for  Daviot,  on  the  Great  North  Line,  is  at  Inverurie,  which  is 
within  five  miles  of  the  church,and  it  is  IG^miles  from  Aberdeen. 
The  Old  Meldrum  branch  railway  skirts  the  east  side  of  the 
parish,  and  on  it  there  is  the  Lethlpnty  Station,  and  a  passenger 
platform  at  Fingask,  and  the  terminal  station  at  Old  Aleldrum 
(22  miles  from  Aberdeen),  which  is  within  two  miles  of  the 
north-eastern  boundary  of  the  parish,  at  Fingask,  and  within 
about  four  of  the  church  of  Daviot. 

Mansion  Houses, 

The  New  Mansion  House  of  Glack  is  an  elegant  building  in 
the  Elizabethan  style  of  architecture,  standing  not  only  in  a 
high  position,  but  also  in  a  high  position  on  the  valuation  roll 
of  the  County.  The  old  house  still  stands  in  a  more  sheltered 
situation  than  the  new  one.  The  House  of  Mounie  is  a  plain 
old  building,  surrounded  by  some  clumps  of  hardwood  and 
spruce  firs.  The  Mansion  House  of  Fingask  is  a  small  building, 
with  few  amenities  as  a  residenca 

The  Manse  is  an  old  building,  but  with  additions  and  repairs 
which  have  been  recently  made,  it  is  now  a  very  suitable  resi- 
dence. The  glebe  extends  to  7^  acres  of  good  land  The 
Church  is  an  old  building,  and  is  seated  for  about  400. 

Inns  and  Alehouses, 
There  are  no  Inns  or  Fairs  in  the  parish,  and  only  two 
houses  licensed  for  the  retail  of  ale  and  spirits. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Fund^. 

ARSTRAOT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  DAVIOT,  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  Assessments,  .        .      £141    6    5 

Do.     from  Mortiiicatioiis,  and  all  other  sources,      32    7    7 


ErpemfUtu^ 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 

Medical  Relief, 

Management^ 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£130 

9    8^ 

9 

3  10 

8 

0  11 

19  19    6i 

£173  14    0 


£173  14    0 
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CIVIL  HISTORY,  &C — ^PARISH  OF  DAVIOT. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871.  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

186L 

Relieved  during  the  yeiur. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  reUeL 

Cssual  Poor. 

Fktooas 

or 
Insane. 

Males. 

Females. 

TotsL 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

641 

8 

10 

18 

26 

2 

5 

0 

0 

4 

II.— CIVIL  HISTORX". 

In  regard  to  the  ancient  history  of  this  parish,  there  is  little 
worthy  of  remark  Up  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
greater  part  of  the  parish  belonged  to  the  family  of  Pilmar,  from 
1299  to  1381,  when  Alice  Pilmar  married  Glaster  of  Lumgair, 
Kincardineshire,  and  introduced  the  Glasters  of  Glack.  In 
1492,  Glack  was  in  possession  of  Elphinstone,  a  brother  of  the 
bishop  of  that  name,  who  founded  King's  College,  Aberdeen, 
whose  family  possessed  the  lands  for  about  two  centuries. 

In  1455,  James  Cruickshank  was  vicar  of  Daviot,  and  to  this 
time  may  be  assigned  the  record  (said  to  be  among  the  family 
papers  of  a  Garioch  laird),  which  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  This  day  oor  Jock  sticket  Glaster  o'  Glack's  aul'est  son. 
Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost." 

While  nearly  a  century  later,  the  Elphinstones  of  Glack  made 
an  offer  of  compensation  for  slaying  a  poor  woman's  husband, 
quite,  if  not  equally  characteristic  of  the  times,  to  perform 
bodily  exercise,  and 'make  pilgrimages  to  the  three  shrines  of 
Scotland,  and  there  do  penance,  and  offer  "messes"  for  the 
soul  of  the  slaughtered  man.  This  offer  was  made  within  the 
bishop's  palace  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  20th  November,  1533,  in 
presence  of  a  notary  and  witness. 


Ill— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  very  conveniently  situated  for  the 

Parishioners,  and  it  is  the  onlv  place  of  worship  in  the  parish, 
he  Manse  is  a  commodious  building,  and  is,  alon^  with  the 
offices,  valued  at  £21  a-year ;  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £15. 
The  stipend,  arising  from  the  parish  of  Daviot  proper,*  and 

*  By  an  act  of  Assembly  in  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  two  quoad  sacra 
annexations  were  made  to  Daviot,  viz.,  part  of  the  parish  of  Fyvie  on  the  noiih- 
east,  and  part  of  Chapel  of  Garioch  on  the  south."-  Statistical  Account  of 
Daviot,  1842,  p.  841. 
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increased  by  an  annual  payment  from  Her  Majesty's  Exchequer 
in  Scotland,  amounts  to  £150.  The  Parochial  School  is  situated 
near  the  church,  and  the  schoolmaster's  house  is  valued  at  £10. 
In  addition  to  £30  of  salary,  and  the  school  fees,  the  school- 
master participates  in  the  Dick  bequest. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
D.  Robertson,  E  C,  is  chairman  and  clerk.  School  Rate,  3d. 
per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There  is  but  one  school 
m  the  parish,  with  male  and  female  teachers,  and  147  scholars. 
Population  of  the  parish,  1871,  597. 

Parochial  Regktera. — The  first  entry  in  the  record  of  baptisms 
appears  to  have  been  made  on  10th  ifarch,  1723  ;  that  in  the 
poor's  cash  register  on  the  3rd  March,  1731 ;  and  that  in  the 
record  of  discipline,  on  the  30th  May,  in  the  same  year. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

On  the  higher  ground,  east  of  the  church,  and  on  the  lands  of 
Mounie,  are  the  remains  of  two  Druidical  temples,  and  the  re- 
mains of  a  third  at  one  time  stood  in  the  churchyard.  On  the 
lands  of  Fingask,  there  is  a  small  enclosure  around  what  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  remains  of  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel, 
and  burying  ground  (where  John  of  Fingask  held  forth),  from 
the  circumstance  of  a  small  silver  crucifix  being  found  by  the 
workers  while  digging  the  foundation  of  a  mausoleum  for  the 
late  proprietor.  A  few  years  ago,  there  was  an  old  ruin  on 
Lethenty,  also  said  to  have  been  the  remains  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  Chapel,  with  a  well  close  by  it,  but  the  ruins  of  the 
chapel  have  disappeared. 

In  a  field,  on  the  home  farm  of  Glack,  in  1833,  a  battle-axe 
was  found,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mackenzie. 
It  is  wholly  of  iron,  the  handle  is  about  30  inches  long,  and  the 
head  of  the  axe  five  inches  long  on  the  one  side  and  3^  on  the 
other,  and  varying  from  four  to  4f  inches  broad.  Both  sides 
of  the  head  appeared  to  have  been  sharpened  for  use.  It  is 
supposed  to  have  been  used  at  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  in  1411, 
which  was  fought  in  Chapel  of  Garioch,  on  the  southern  boun- 
darv  of  Daviot. 

On  the  site  of  the  old  manse,  which  stood  in  a  small  ^den 
close  by  the  present  manse,  some  years  ago,  a  silver  com  was 
found.  It  is  a  little  larger,  i)ut  not  so  thick,  as  a  shilling  of  the 
present  coinage.  On  one  side  is,  Elizabeth  :  D  :  G :  Ang :  Fr : 
et  Hi :  regina,  aroimd  the  head ;  and  on  the  other,  the  royal 
arms,  surrounded  by  the  following  inscription :    .    .    .    Posui 
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Den  adjutorem  meu ;  the  letters  before  posui  are  defaced ;  but 
there  is  no  date  upon  it  A  small  pot,  or  cooking  utensil,  of 
rather  an  elegant  shape,  was  dug  up  on  a  piece  of  waste  ground 
on  Mounie,  in  1834.  It  is  made  of  bronze,  and  has  evidently 
been  subjected  to  the  action  of  fire.  Its  depth  is  seven  inches, 
its  diameter,  where  widest,  eight  inches,  tne  diameter  of  its 
neck,  where  narrowest,  4  J  inches,  and  the  diameter  of  its  mouth 
six  inches,  all  inside  measure.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  left 
by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  troops,  wno  crossed  this  part  of 
the  country  in  1745-6. 


PARISH  OF  DRUMBLADE. 


Presbytery  of  Turriff — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
TuE  ancient  name  of  this  parish  appears  to  have  been  Drum- 
blait,  and  derived  from  the  Gaelic  Ihruim,  a  ridge,  and  blait,  or 
bleat,  which  may  signify  covered,  or  barely  "  covered  ridges." 

Boundariea, 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  parish 
of  Forgue,  on  the  south  by  Insch  and  Gartly,  and  on  the  west 
by  Huntly. 

Extent 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  measured  in  a  direct  line 
from  south  to  north,  is  7  miles  ;  and  its  greatest  breadth,  also 
in  a  direct  line  from  east  to  west,  is  about  6  miles.    The  whole 
area  is  computed  to  be  8,610  acres. 

Topography. 

The  southern  division  of  the  parish  is  composed  of  a  series 
of  rounded  hills  which  run  along  the  north  side  of  the  Ury,  or 
Glen  Water,  from  Bainshole,  to  the  hills  of  Cocklarachy,  on 
Bogieside.  The  northern  division  of  the  parish  is  diversified 
by  ridges  and  small  rounded  hills,  which  generally  lie  in  a  south 
and  north  direction,  having  gentle  slopes,  which  are  cultivated 
along  with  the  lower  valleys  on  both  sides  of  the  central  ridge 
of  Lessendrum,  which,  in  Gaelic,  signifies  the  end  of  the  ridge. 

The  lowermost  point  on  the  burn  of  Forgue  in  this  parish, 
near  Newmills  of  ritfancy,  is  306  feet  above  sea  level,  the  church 
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of  Drumblade  is  about  400  feet ;  and  the  water  of  Ury,  on  the 
Forgue  boundary,  in  the  glens  of  Foudland,  is  648  feet.  The 
Huntly  Station  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  is  about 
400  feet  above  sea  level 

Geology  and  Soils. 

In  the  south  and  eastern  parts  of  the  parish,  there  is  the  clay 
slate  of  the  Foudlands,  and  in  the  south-west,  there  is  grey 
OTanite  rock  at  Corvichen  on  Bogieside.  In  a  north-e«asterly 
direction  from  Corvichen,  the  rock  which  exists  in  Drumblade 
is  trap,  and  here  it  is  to  be  found  chiefly  in  blocks  having  a 
tabular  disposal,  and  in  boulders  scattered  everywhere  over  the 
face  of  the  country,  while  the  lower  ridge  of  Lessendrum  is 
composed  of  clay  slate.  To  the  east  of  Lessendrum,  there  are 
masses  of  limestone  in  situ  (which  has  been  wrought  at  Pitfancy, 
in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Forgue),  but,  as  the  openings  in  the 
strata  have  long  since  been  covered  up,  it  would  be  somewhat 
diflScult  now  to  trace  the  geographical  distribution  of  the  rock 
much  beyond  the  spot  where  it  was  wrought.  On  the  lower 
grounds,  there  are  aeep  deposits  of  aqueously  formed  uncon- 
solidated matter,  such  as  sand,  clay,  and  moss,  and,  on  the 
higher  knolls,  decomposed  granite,  with  fragments  of  clay  slate, 
syenite,  and  quartz,  forming  a  dilluviaJ  envelope  of  unconsoli- 
dated matter,  mostly  in  that  state  in  which  the  nature  of  the 
parent  rock  may  be  exactly  made  out. 

Soils. — The*  soil  over  the  lower  division  of  the  parish  princi- 
pally consists  of  a  black  heavy  loam  on  clay,  and,  m  some  parts, 
the  clay  is  stiff  and  retentive.  On  the  south  and  south-west 
division,  the  soil  generally  is  a  rich  yellow  loam,  on  a  gravel 
subsoil;  and  on  the  south-eastern  division,  the  soil  is  light 
yellow  loam,  mixed  with  slaty  particles,  and  the  subsoil  is  that 
of  the  clajr-slate  strata,  producmg  a  soil  not  altogether  free  of 
that  tenacity  which  frequently  characterises  the  soils  of  the 
clay  slate,  which,  in  moderately  dry  seasons,  is  not  unfertile. 

Hydrography, 
The  Bogie  Water  divides  the  parish  with  Huntly  on  the 
west,  for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  The  water  of  Ury 
divides  the  parish  in  the  glens  of  Foudland  with  Insch,  for  a 
distance  of  about  IJ  miles.  The  Knightland  burn,  and  the 
bum  of  Kinnoir,  runs  along  the  west  and  north  boundary  with 
the  parishes  of  Huntly  and  Forgue  ;  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
burn  of  Pitfancy,  or  Bognie,  in  its  lower  course,  divides  the 
parish  with  Forgue  on  the  east.  These  streams,  along  with 
other  smaller  intersecting  streams,  and  numerous  perennial 
springs  (some  of  which  are  chalybeate),  abundantly  supply  the 
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parish  with  water  for  all  domestic  purposes.  The  Borie  Water 
IS  utilized  for  propelling  the  machinery  of  two  small  woollen 
manufactories,  ana  there  is  a  saw  mill  at  the  old  distillery  of 
Pirriesmills.  There  are  also  two  meal  mills,  with  a  barley  mill 
in  the  eastern  division  of  the  parish,  which  have  been  lonff 
established  for  supplying  local  wants.  Water  power  is  also  used 
for  propelling  the  machinery  of  thrashing  mills,  where  available 
for  that  purpose,  and,  where  it  is  not,  horse  power  is  employed. 
On  the  farm  of  Meikletown  of  Lessendrum,  where  there  is  not 
sufficient  water  power,  the  tenants  have  long  employed  steam 
power  for  thrashing  their  grain. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

In  the  valley  of  the  Bogie,  there  are  some  small  plantations 
of  Scots  firs  and  larch,  and  belts,  or  hedgerow  trees,  consisting  of 
ash,  willow,  and  alders  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  small 
clumps  of  trees  and  old  thorn  hedges  on  Greenshaugh  ai)d 
Cocklarachy.  On  the  Baa-hill,  the  Battlehill,  Chapelton,  and 
Newtongarry  there  are  the  remains  of  some  old  Scots  fir  planta- 
tions, with  some  soUtary  hardwood  trees  at  farm  yards,  but 
altogether  the  country  is  bare  and  destitute  of  shelter.  Aroimd 
the  mansion  house  of  Lessendrum,  there  is  a  considerable  extent 
of  thriving  plantations,  which  consist  of  Scots  firs,  larch,  and 
spruce,  and  as  the  soil,  especially  on  the  lower  ground,  seems  to 
be  favourable  to  the  growth  of  the  latter  species  of  firs,  they 
have  a  very  promising  appearance.  In  the  private  grounds  of 
the  mansion,  there  are  some  good  specimens  of  old  ash  and 
plane  trees,  and  to  the  north  of  the  residence,  there  is  a  pretty 
extensive  plantation  of  old  Scots  firs,  which  have  attained  to 
considerable  sizes. 

Botany. — The  botanical  productions  of  this  parish  have  no 
peculiar  interest.  The  higner  hills  being  covered  with  short 
heath,  the  lower  ground  is  mostly  cultivated,  and  the  planted 
ground  altogether  is  of  small  extent 

Farms  and  Farming, 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 

Na  at  Mid  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £60  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10, 

29  17  18  18  23 

And  fix%  occupanUi  of  land  under  £5  of  jearly  rent. 
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Valuation,  or  R«nt  of  Land  in  the  Tarisli  of  Drumblade,  year 

1872-73 £7,505    8  7 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         34820 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  Inns,  and  Quarry,       .         .         .                     44    0  0 

Do.        Shootings,  where  let, 37    0  0 

Do.        Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway 809    0  0 

Da        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  .        .  108  15  0 

Total  value, £8,852    5    7 

Land  oitmera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Estate  of  Drumblade. 

Mordaunt  Fenwick  Bisset,  Esq.  of  Lessendrum. 

Major  1  <achlan  Duff  Gordon  Duff  of  Drummuir. 

John  Humphrey,  Esq.  of  Commalegy. 

Trustees  of  John  Lawson  of  Chapel  ton. 

The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  12  in  number. 

Farmivg. — Extensive  and  proOTessive  improvements  in  this 
parish  have  been  carried  out,  in  oringing  waste  land  into  cul- 
tivation, and  by  thorough  drainage,  to  such  an  extent,  that, 
within  the  past  two  19  years,  the  cultivated  land  has  been  more 
than  doubled  in  extent,  and  the  rent  increased  accordingly. 
The  lower  lying  heavy  clay  soils,  and  peat  bogs,  which  have 
been  drained  and  limed,  now  yield  rich  crops  of  grain,  where 
formerlv  scarcely  a  blade  of  grass  grew,  and  the  higher  hill 
slopes,  oy  industry,  and  the  aid  of  bone  dust  and  other  artificial 
manures,  have  been  made  to  produce  good  crops  of  oats  and 
turnips,  where  heath  and  hard  fescue  grass  reigned  supreme. 

In  cropping,  the  fifth-shift  course  is  the  most  common,  and 
the  duration  of  leases  19  years. 

The  larger  farm  houses  are  mostly  slated  and  commodious, 
but  those  on  many  of  the  smaller  farms  and  crofts  have  only 
thatched  roofs,  and  the  buildings  are  of  an  inferior  description, 
which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  system  which  prevails,  not 
only  in  this  parish,  but  in  many  others  in  Aberdeenshire,  that 
the  burden  of  erecting  houses  chiefly  lies  with  the  occupant, 
for  which  outlay  he  is  only  allowed  a  certain  sum  at  the  end  of 
his  lease,  whatever  additional  buildings  he  may  have  required 
to  erect  or  rebuild  for  his  own  necessary  accommodation,  the 
landlord  being  bound  to  no  more  than  the  sum  originally 
specified,  whatever  may  be  the  value  of  the  building  on  the 
lapse  of  the  lease,  the  stipulated  sum  often  amounting  to  a  mere 
trifle  compared  with  the  value  of  the  buildings  an  outgoing 
tenant  has  to  sacrifice ;  he,  therefore,  has  no  encouragement  to 
make  them  substantial  or  suitable,  but  to  leave  them  as  he 
found  them,  of  an  inferior  description. 
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Generally  speaking,  there  would  have  been  little  difficulty 
in  supplying  enclosures  with  water,  but  owing  to  a  scarcity  of 
suitable  stone  material  for  fences,  much  of  the  land  is  unen- 
closed, and  the  parish  has  a  very  bare  appearance.  But  if 
hedges  were  planted  along  the  principal  lines  of  sub-division 
ditches,  and  small  belts  of  planting  formed  along  some  of  the 
ridges  of  the  lower  hills,  the  convenience  of  farming  the  land, 
and  the  shelter  of  the  district  could  be  much  improved. 

Bodda, 

The  old  post  road  from- Aberdeen  to  Inverness  runs  along  the 
southern  division  of  the  parish, from  near  Bainshole,  in  the  glens 
of  Foudland,  by  Sliach,  to  the  bridge  of  Bogie,  at  Huntly,  being 
a  distance  of  full  5^  miles ;  the  Huntly  and  Banff  turnpike,  by 
bridge  of  Marnoch,  intersects  and  skirts  the  west  division,  from 
Corvichen,  to  the  Forgue  boundary  on  the  north,  a  distance  of 
nearly  four  miles,  and  the  Lessendrum  and  Newtongarry  road 
runs  from  the  former  place,  to  the  Aberdeen  road  near  Sliach, 
and  with  several  minor  cross  roads,  the  parish  is  fairly  accom- 
modated. 

The  church  of  Drumblade  is  within  about  four  miles  of  the 
Huntly  Station  on  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway,  and 
it  is  40  J  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

Mansion  Houses. 
The  only  residential  Mansion  House  in  the  parish  is  that  of 
Lessendrum,  which  is  partly  an  old,and  partlya  modern  building, 
having  had  considerable  additions  and  repairs  made  on  it  about 
35  years  ago.  The  Manse  was  built  in  1824,  and  is  a  commo- 
dious residence,  with  about  10  acres  of  a  riebe.  The  Church 
was  built  in  1773,  but  additions  were  made  to  it  in  1829.  It 
is  seated  for  about  550. 

Fairs,  InnSf  and  AleJiouses, 
There  are  no  Fairs  now  held  in  the  parish,  the  old  Sliach 
Market  being  now  held  in  Huntly.  There  is  only  one  house 
licensed  for  the  sale  of  ale  and  spirits,  and  it  is  in  a  remote 
corner  of  the  parish,  at  the  iunct^jon  of  the  Insch  and  West 
Foudland  road,  with  the  Garden's  Mill  turnpike,  in  the  top  of 
the  glens  of  Foudland. 

Pool'  and  Parochial  FutuIs, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  DRUMBLADE  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  Assessments,        ....      £203  11    3 
Do.    from  Mortifications,  and  aU  other  sources,      38  14    9 

£242    C    0 
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Expenditure, 

ReKef  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .         .  £108  14  10 

Belief  of  Casual  Poor, 3    5  11 

Medical  Relief, 8    0    0 

Management,                                .         .         .  24  14  10 

Balance  in  huid,    .                 .        .  25  10    5 

^2^2    6    0 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Populfttion 

in 

186L 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

GasualPoor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

Halee. 

FemaleB. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

926 

8 

11 

19 

5 

2 

2 

1 

0 

3 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34?,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  most  interesting  event  that  falls  to  be  noticed  in  connection 
with  this  parish,  is  the  circumstance  of  Kin^  Robert  Bruce 
having  lain  encamped  at  Sliach  during  a  time  of  severe  sickness, 
while  his  army  kept  in  check  for  some  time  the  forces  of 
Cumine,  Earl  of  Buchan,  who  followed  him  hither  from  Inver- 
urie, and  who  was  then  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Scottish 
barons.    Barbour  says — 

'*  At  Slevauch  after  Martinmas 
When  snaw  had  helit  (covered)  all  the  land. 
They  had  nothing  for  tiU  eat 
But  gif  they  travailit  (laboured  hard)  it  to  get." 

*'  The  Earl  of  Buchan's  troops  made  harassing  attacks  on  the 
king^s  party  in  the  camp,  which,  though  repulsed,  wearied  the 
little  band,  and  put  them  to  great  ditficulties ;  but  Schir  Edward 
resolved  to  shirt  quarters  to  the  Castle  of  Strathboggy.  The 
king  was  again  put  into  a  litter,  and  in  the  face  of  the  enemy 
they  marched  out  with  him,  but  Cumine  did  not  venture  on  an 
attack." 

The  period  of  King  Robert's  encampment  at  Sliach  was  a 
short  time  before  the  battle  of  Barra,  which  was  fouj^ht  between 
the  same  parties  on  the  22ad  May,  1308.  A  small  eminence 
above  the  site  of  the  Sliach  camp,  is  called  Robin's  Height 
(said  to  have  been  the  remains  of  a  Roman  camp),  upon  which 
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there  were  at  one  time  lar^e  stones  with  inscriptions  upon  them, 
now  all  broken  down  and  carried  away ;  and  the  place  where 
Bruce  lay  during  his  illness,  is  called  the  Meet-hillock,  and  is 
but  a  short  distance  from  Robin's  Height.  There  are  other 
two  hillocks,  or  mounds,  which  are  said  to  have  been  occupied 
as  outposts  by  the  king's  troops.  One  of  these,  the  second  in 
size  to  the  Meet-hillock,  called  "  Tarry  Duncan,"  on  the  farm  of 
Cairn-hill,  is  composed  of  soft  soil,  without  any  stones,  and  the 
ground  adjoining  has  little  on  it  apparently  but  clay,  the  soil 
from  it  having  been  taken  to  form  the  mound.  The  third  one 
is  on  the  farm  of  Causewayend  of  Kinnoir,  just  beyond  the 
boundary  of  this  parish,  but  from  the  circumstance  of  its  beinff 
at  the  termination  of  an  old  causeway  which  at  one  time  coula 
have  been  traced  from  Robin's  Height,  through  the  Knightlan  J 
moss,  there  is  no  doubt  that  those  were  works  of  Roman  origin, 
and  that  they  were  only  temporarily  occupied  by  Bruce's  troops. 

The  Battlehill,  Corvichen,  where  there  are  shght  traces  of  an 
old  ruin,  is  said  to  have  been  the  scene  of  a  battle  of  some  kind, 
but,  beyond  the  name,  nothing  is  known.  The  Baa-hill  of 
Cocklarachy,  were  crowned  with  woods,  sufficient  to  cover 
Munroe's  army  of  Covenanters ;  but,  here,  it  is  said,  in  more 
ancient  times,  the  inhabitants  of  Drumblacle,  and  in  the  Rawes 
of  Strathbogie,  and  neighbouring  parishes,  were  in  the  habit  of 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  contending  against  each  other  at 
foot-ball,  which  often  terminated  in  trials  of  prowess  and  ex- 
hibitions of  courage  of  a  very  different  description.  Such 
meetings  were  for  long  held  all  over  Scotland,  till  at  last,  the 
legislature  declared  that  thev  "  were  unprofitable,  idle,  and 
dangerous  convocations,  both  mr  the  parties  themselves  and  the 
interests  of  the  State,  prohibited  them ; "  and  substituted  in 
their  stead,  "  Weapon  Schawings,"  exhibitions  of  arms  and  prac- 
tising archery,  with  bows,  when  in  use,  and  fire  arms,  when 
they  supersecled  the  more  ancient  weapon.  In  an  Act  of  James  I., 
1424,  there  is  a  statute  which  forbids,  "  That  na  man  play  at  the 
fute-ball,  under  the  paine  of  fiftie  schillings,  to  be  raised  to  the 
Lord  of  the  land,  als  aft  as  he  be  tainted,  or  to  the  Schireffe  of 
the  land  or  his  Ministers,  gif  the  Lords  will  not  punish  sik 
trespassours." 

In  the  reign  of  James  II.,  XIIII.  Parliament,  vi.  March  1457. 
"  Weapon  Scnawings,  Fute-ball,  Golfe,  and  Archers."  Item,  "  It 
is  decreted  and  ordained,  that  the  Weapon  Schawings  be  holden 
by  the  Lords  and  Barrones  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  foure  times 
in  the  zeir :  And  that  the  fute-baU  and  golfe  be  vtterly  cried 
down  and  not  be  vsed." 

In  the  reign  of  James  IV.,  third  Parliament,  xviii.  May  1491. 
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"  Fute-ball  and  golfe  forbidden."  Item,  "  It  is  statute  and  or- 
dained that  in  na  place  in  the  Realme  there  be  vsed  fute-ball, 
golfe,  or  vther  sik  unprofitable  sportes,  for  the  common  good  of 
the  Realme  and  defence  thereof." 


Ill— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  an  old  building,  very  ill  placed  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  inhabitants.  The  stipend,  mostly  paid 
in  kind,  is  84  bolls,  1 J  lippy  of  oatmeal ;  9  bolls,  3  firlots,  2 
pecks,  3  lippies  of  bear ;  and  £41  17s.  7d.,  in  moneyj)aid  from 
the  tiends  of  the  parish,  and  about  £50  paid  by  the  Exchequer. 
The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  £20  15s.  a-year, 
and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £15.  The  Free  Church  Manse 
and  garden,  on  Comraalegy,  are  valued  at  £14  a-year,  and  the 
parish  schoolmaster's  house  at  £10. 

School  Board. — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
Alexander  Rainy,  E.  C,  is  chairman.  Rev.  Alexander  Forbes, 
F.  C,  clerk.  School  Rate,  2d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism 
taught.  There  is  but  one  school  in  the  parish,  and  50  scholars. 
Population  of  the  parish,  1871,  931. 

Mortifications. — ^There  are  two  benefactions  of  £100  each, 
one  in  the  year  1793,  by  the  Rev.  George  Abel,  sometime 
minister  of  the  parish,  and  another  by  his  widow,  at  a  subse- 
quent period. 

Parochial  Registers. — "  The  oldest  Parochial  Register  com- 
mences in  1702,  and  ends  1738.  It  is  simply  a  rerister  of  births 
and  baptisms,  containing  no  details.  The  second  commencing 
1743,  is  much  fuller,  and  contains,  alon^  with  such  register,  a 
record  of  the  Session's  discipline  and  diligence  down  to  1790. 
From  that  time,  to  1821,  the  record  had  again  passed  into  a 
simple  register,  with  session's  collections,  and  disbursements 
for  the  poor,  and  the  names  of  those  subjecting  themselves  to 
discipline,  set  over  against  the  money  penalties  which  had  been 
exacted  from  them.'  Up  to  1843,  no  register  of  deaths  and 
burials  had  been  kept ;  but  "  the  record  has  lately  been  much 
more  full,  and  contains  now  a  general  entry  of  all  that  is 
ordinarily  transacted  in  the  session."* 

The  church  collections  made  during  the  year  ended  14th 
May,  1871,  amounted  to  £13  10s. ;  but  no  part  of  that  sum  was 
expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

*  StatUtieal  Accoant  of  the  PariBh  of  Drumblade,  1840. 
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The  church  is  said  to  have  been  rebuilt  in  1773.  The  former 
church  was  built  "  in  the  year  1110,  as  appears  from  raised 
figures  on  one  of  the  keep-stones  of  the  east  end ;  and  the 
appearance  of  the  work  seems  to  confirm  its  antiquity."* 

There  are  four  silver  communion  cups  belonging  to  the 
church,  two  of  them  were  gifted  by  Mr.  George  Chalmer,  a 
minister  of  the  parish  in  the  times  of  Episcopacy ;  the  other 
two  by  Mr.  Abel,  who  died  in  1794.  There  is  also  a  hand-bell 
of  considerable  antiquity,  with  the  name  of  "  George  Biset " 
upon  it,  1504. 

On  Chapelton,  there  was  a  chapel,  or  religious  house  of  some 
kind  ;  but  there  are  now  no  remains  of  the  building.     The 

f  round  around  it,  said  to  have  been  the  burying  ground,  has 
een  fenced  and  planted,  and  beside  it  there  is  a  well,  called 
the  "  Chapel  WelU'f 

Some  years  ago,  on  a  ridge  between  the  properties  of  Lessen- 
drum  and  Newtongarry,  the  head  of  a  spear,  or  javelin,  of  large 
size,  was  found  ;  and  in  other  parts  of  the  parish  smaller  ones 
like  arrow-heads  have  been  found. 

In  the  moss  of  Thomaston,  now  under  cultivation,  large 
quantities  of  hazel  nuts  were  found  in  a  state  of  great  preserva- 
tion, and  on  the  banks  of  the  bounding  stream  with  Forgue, 
below  the  church  of  Drumblade,  the  remains  of  large  oak  trees 
have  been  found.  In  the  valley  of  the  Bogie,  on  the  farm  of 
Cocklarachy,  and  in  1843,  part  of  a  very  large  oak  tree  was 
found.  Two  parts  of  the  trunk  of  this  tree  were  cut  up,  one  10 
feet,  and  the  other  12  feet  in  length,  and  girthing  about  seven 
feet,  were  sent  to  Gordon  Castle,  and  used  for  cabinet  purposes. 
Ancient  Families. — The  Bissets  of  Lessendrum  appear  to 
have  been  in  possession  of  the  estate  from  an  early  period  of 
history.  In  1357,  Walter  Bysset  of  Lossyndrum  appears  as  a 
witness,  among  others,  to  a  charter  granted  by  the  Earl  of  Mar, 
in  that  year,  to  some  lands  in  the  Garioch,  and  the  present 
venerable  proprietor,  Mordaunt  Fenwick  Bisset,  is  lineally 
descended  from  Walter. 

♦  Statistical  Account  of  Drumblade,  1793,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  55. 

+  Among  the  family  pa^jers  at  Lessendrum,  thei'e  is  still  extant  an  old  deed 
of  surrender,  by  which  Walter  Bysset  makes  over  his  whole  lands  to  tlie  Pope's 
legate,  to  be  held  by  the  Holy  See.     **  In  ye  year  after  ye  coronation,  1379,"  &c. 
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Etymology, 
The  most  ancient  name  of  this  parish  is  mentioned  in  a  bull 
(1157)  of  Pope  Adrian  IV.,  "  Ecclesiam  de  Dulmayok,"*  pro- 
nounced Dat-maikj  which  in  Gaelic  signifies,  Dail,  a  field,  and 
Maik,  of  the  holy  well  called  St  Maik's,  or  Moak*s,  which  is 
near  to  where  the  old  church  stands.  The  more  modern  name, 
Drumoak,  appears  in  a  charter,  dated  1407,  ffrantd  by  Bishop 
Gilbert,  which  is  subscribed,  "  Alexr.  de  Kynloch  prebendarius 
de  Drumoak,"f  and  is  the  more  modern  name  of  the  parish, 
differing  only  in  the  prefix  Drum,  in  Gaelic,  Druim,  simiifying 
the  ridge  of  the  hill,  a  name  which  is  more  applicable  to  the 
general  appearance  of  the  parish  than  Dal,  whicn  refers  only  to 
the  field  of  St.  Moak's  Well. 

Boundaries, 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Echt 
and  Peter  Culter ;  on  the  east  by  Peter  Culter ;  on  the  south 
by  the  river  Dee ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  Banchory- 
Ternan,  which  is  in  Kincardineshire. 

Extent 

The  extreme  length  of  the  parish,  in  a  direct  line  along  the 
Dee  from  east  to  west,  is  3  J  miles  ;  and  the  extreme  breadth 
from  north  to  south,  also  in  a  direct  line,  is  3  miles.  The 
area  of  that  part  of  the  parish  in  Aberdeenshire  is  computed  to 
be  5,280  acres,  and  of  that  part  which  is  in  Kincardineshire, 
1,270  acres. 

Topography, 

The  central  ridge,  or  hill  of  Drum,  rises  with  gentle  slopes 
*  from  the  Gormack  bum  on  the  north,  and  from  the  Dee  on 
the  south,  to  an  elevation  of  414  feet  above  sea  level.  On 
the  east  of  this  hill,  there  is  the  Tower  of  Drum,  which  stands  300 
feet,  the  ojmrch  of  Drumoak  is  254  feet,  the  Park  Station,  on 
the  Deeside  Kailway,  is  165  feet.  The  bridge  over  the  Dee, 
leatling  to  Durris,  is  113  feet.  The  lowest  point  in  the  parish, 
on  the  Dee,  is  below  the  old  church,  and  St.  Maik's  Well,  and 
it  is  about  82  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  point  on  the 
river,  in  the  parish,  at  the  Nether  Mills  of  Drum,  is  about  117 

*  Chartulary  of  the  Sec  of  Aberdeen,  Fo.  43.    t  Regist.  CftpeUanorum,  Fo.  66. 
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feet.  The  lowermost  point  in  the  parish,  on  the  bum  of  Culter, 
which  is  a  little  below  the  Leuchar  and  Gormack  burns,  is  123 
feet,  and  at  Quidies  Mill,  on  the  "  Coupars'  Road,"  the  latter 
stream  is  200  feet  above  sea  level  The  table  land  at  Coalford, 
on  the  Deeside  Railway,  is  152  feet,  and  the  turnpike  road  at 
the  Mains  of  Drum,  is  172  feet,  while  to  the  north-east  of  Coal- 
ford,  the  ridge  of  the  Ord  Hill  rises  to  about  350  feet,  and  ter- 
minates in  the  lower  ridge  of  Belskevie  on  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  parish. 

Geology  and  Soils, 
The  geolorical  features  of  this  parish  are  not  of  much  interest. 
The  rocks  which  have  been  laid  open  in  a  small  cutting  on  the 
line  of  the  railway,  and  those  which  have  been  removed  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  by  agricultural  improvements,  appear  to 
consist  of  gneiss,  and  greyish  granite,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
boulders  on  the  surface,  and  in  imbedded  masses.  The  lower 
knolls,  and  banks  of  the  Dee  are  chiefly  composed  of  sand  and 
boulder  gravel,  the  higher  ridges  in  the  north-east  of  the  parish, 
consist  of  gneiss,  while  on  the  north-west  higher  division,  the 
outlying  boulders  are  chiefly  granite,  a  good  many  of  which 
have  been  removed,  and  used  for  enclosures,  and  in  building 
farm  houses.     On  that  part  of  the  Keith  moor  which  now  forms 

Sart  of  the  rfebe,  and  the  farm  of  Dalmaik,  black  and  yellow 
ints  are  to  be  found  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and,  on  the  upper  division,  along  the  Grormack  bum,  in  the 
Quartens  moss,  there  still  remams  considerable  deposits  of 
peat,  with  the  remains  of  large  oak,  alder,  and  fir  trees  imbedded. 
Soils. — The  soil  along  the  river  is  light  and  sandy,  and,  in 
many  places,  largely  mixed  with  small  pebbles.  On  the  inter- 
mediate slopes  and  ridges,  the  soil  is  also  gravelly,  and  of  a 
*  moorish  description,  resting  on  moorband,  and  not  unfrequently 
upon  retentive  blue  stony  clay,  while  on  the  higher  southern 
slopes,  it  is  of  a  black  loamy  nature,  of  good  quality,  and  bears 
abundant  crops  of  cereals,  tumips,  and  grass. 

Hydrography. 

The  Dee,  as  before  stated,  forms  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  parish  for  about  4J  miles,  following  its  windings.  The 
Gormack  burn,  a  large  stream  which  flows  from  the  parishes  of 
Midmar  and  Echt,  forms  the  north  boundarv  for  a  distance  of 
five  miles,  from  east  to  west.  The  loch  of  Drum  stands  on 
the  western  boundary  of  the  County,  about  250  feet  above  sea 
level,  and  covers  an  area  of  about  85  acres.  The  deepest  part 
of  this  loch  does  not  now  much  exceed  four  feet,  the  edges  of 
it  mostly  all  round,  are  shallow,  so  that  in  summer,  it  is  little 
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more  than  a  green  morass,  covered  with  aquatic  plants,  and 
fringed  with  wood-reed  (Arundo  epigejos),  birch  and  alder 
bushes. 

Springs. — The  numerous  perennial  springs  which  flow  from 
the  gravelly  subsoils,  abundantly  supply  the  parish  with  pure 
water.  There  are  two  pretty  strong  chalybeate  springs,  one  of 
them,  called  the  "  Parson's  Well,"  is  in  the  grounds  of  the  house 
of  Park,  and  the  other,  the  "  King's  Well,"  is  on  the  north-eastern 
borders  of  the  loch  of  Drum,  but  neither  are  known  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  any  peculiar  virtue. 

Fishings. 
The  Culter  and  Gormack  bums  are  well  stored  with  common 
trout  and  eels.  The  loch  of  Drum  is  well  stored  with  pike 
(which  are  frequently  found  of  a  large  size),  eels,  and  perch. 
The  salmon  fishings  in  the  Dee  are  of  great  value,  but  besides 
the  Salmo  scddr,  the  river  abounds  with  sea  trout  (Salvia  trutta), 
phinoch,  or  white  trout  (SaZirw  alhus),  common  trout  (Scdmo 
jario),  and  the  ^ey,  or  bull  trout  t Salmo  eriox),  and  also  eels, 
flounders,  and  pike.  The  salmon  nshings  are  chiefly  carried  on 
by  drag  net  ana  cobble,  and  there  are  tmree  reco^fnised  stations 
on  the  river  within  the  parish.  The  water  which  flows  from 
the  loch  of  Drum  propels  the  machinenr  of  the  meal  mill  of 
the  Nether  Mills  oi  Drum,  and  that  of  the  Gormack  burn,  the 
machinery  of  the  Wardmill  of  Drum  Shivas. 

Arboi^iculture  and  Botany, 
The  Ord  Hill,  and  a  large  extent  of  land  lying  to  the  north 
and  east  of  the  mansion  house  of  Drum,  is  covered  with  old 
Scots  firs  and  larch,  the  latter  kind  of  tree  prevailing  on  the 
eastern  division,  and  the  Scots  firs  on  the  west.  Around  the 
mansion  house  of  Drum,  there  is  a  fine  variety  of  old  ash,  elm, 
birch,  and  oak  trees,  which  have  attained  to  large  sizes,  and, 
being  interspersed  with  some  clumps  of  fine  old  Scots  firs,  the 
woodland  scenery  1ms  a  very  fine  enect.  The  younger  belts  of 
wood,  to  the  south  of  the  Tower  of  Drum,  ana  by  the  church, 
appear  in  a  very  thriving  condition,  and  are  already  of  great 
value  as  shelter.  At  the  manse,  which  stands  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  there  are  some  thriving  clumps  of  Scots  firs,  and  west 
of  it  is  the  old  Scots  fir  wood  on  part  of  the  Keith  moor.  From 
the  Keith  moor,  and  alon^  the  valley  of  the  river,  westwards,  lie 
the  plantations  and  policies  of  Park,  which  have  been  laid  out 
in  belts  and  clumps,  with  much  taste  and  judgment  both  for 
ornament  and  shelter.  On  the  higher  ground  in  the  parish, 
north  of  Park,  and  bordering  the  loch  of  Drum,  most  of  the 
younger  plantations  which  surrounded  the  loch  have  been  cut 
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down,  and  the  ground  brought  into  cultivation,  but  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country  has  not  been  improved  by  the  operation. 

Botany, — The  botanical  productions  of  this  parish  are  by  no 
means  devoid  of  interest  The  loch  of  Drum  furnishes  some 
interesting  aquatic  plants,  the  adjoining  woods  did  produce  the 
Osmunda  regalia,  and  the  banks  of  the  Dee  enriches  the  flora 
with  some  rare  specimens  of  Alpine  plants.  The  following  list 
is  chiefly  taken  from  that  which  is  given  by  the  author  of  the 
Statistical  Account  of  the  parish,  1842, — Kev.  Dr.  Corbet,  the 
able  and  respected  minister  of  the  parish. 

Akhemilla  Alpina — ^Alpine  Lady*8  Mantle.  Anemona  nemorosa — Wood  Ane- 
mone. 

Arundo  epigfjos — Wood  Reed.     Botryduum  lunaria — Common  Moon-wort. 

CaUUriche  vema — Vernal  Water  Star-wort.  Carex  fniiriocUa—Greater  Prickly 
Carex. 

diptopodium  milgare — Common  Wild  Basil     Corylus  aveUana — Common  Hazel. 

E(2uUetumJluviatile— Great  Water  horse-taiL  OcUium  ftorcofc-rCroBS-leaved  Bed 
Straw. 

Oeranium  sylvalicum — ^Wood  Crane*8-bill.  Ooodyera  r«p«w?— Creeping  Goodyera. 

Hedera  helix — Common  Ivy.  Hieracium  mibandum — Shrubby  Broad-leared 
Hawk-weed. 

Hypericum  hum\fu8um — Trailing  St.  John's-wort.  Hypericnm  hirwium — Hairy 
St.  John's-wort. 

Ifypericum  pulchrum — SmaU  Upright  St.  John's-wort.  Juny^ervs  commvnis — 
Common  Juniper. 

Ligusticum  met/m— Bald  Money  (rare).     Lobelia  Dortmanna — Water  Lobelia. 

Mercuriaiis  perennia — Perennial  Mercury.  Myrka  Qalt — Sweet  Gale,  Dntch 
Myrtle. 

Nasturtium  officinak— Common  Water  Cress.  Nuphar  lutea — ^Yellow  Water 
lily. 

Nymphoea  alba — White  Water  Lily.     Origanum  vulgart — Common  Marjomm. 

Osmunda  rcon/w— Osmund  Royal,  Flowering  Fern.  Oxyria  rcnt/(t>rmi»— Kidney- 
leaved  Mountain  Sorrel. 

Peplis  portula — Water  Purslane.     Pilularia  globulifera—Creepiaa  PiU-wort. 

Poa  aqualka — Reed  Meadow  Grass.  PotamogeUm  heterophyllus — Various-leaved 
Pond-weed. 

Pyrola  mt/ior— Lesser  Winter-green.  Pyrola  m^io— 'Intermediate  Winter-green. 

Primula  veria — Common  cow^p.     Primula  elatior—Oiivp  Primrose. 

Pruuus  ^'no«a— Black  Thorn,  Sloe.  Saxi/raga  afeoirfe*— Yellow  Monntaiii 
Saxifrage. 

Scrophularia  nodosa^  Knotted  Fig-wort.     Statice  annma— Common  Thrift 

Sublularia  agtia/tco— Awl-wort  (rare).     Solidago  virgaurea— Golden  Rod. 

ToriUus  o«/Amctw— Upright  Hedge  Parsley.     T«Mt/a<7o/ar/ara— Colts' -foot. 

Twsilagopetasites  vulgaris— Batter  Bur.  l/tricularia  tTt/ermfdia—Intennediate 
Bladder-wort. 

Farms  and  Farming, 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 


No.  at  and  above 

£100 

of  yearly  rent 

No.  at  and  above 

£60 
and  under  £100. 

No.  at  and  above 

£20 
and  under  £50. 

No.  at  and  above 

£10 

and  under  £20. 

No.  at  and  above 

£6 
and  under  £10. 

10 

12 

19 

24 

19 

And  16  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 
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Valaation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Dnimoak,  year 

1872-73 £3,751    7  2 

Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         20900 

Do.        Shootings,  and  Fishings,  where  let,          .        .        .  35    0  0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  &c., 2G    5  0 

Do.        Dee&ide  Railway, 1,629    0  0 

Do.        Aqueduct,  Aberdeen  Water  Works,         ...  765    0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  .        .  66  16  6 

Total  value, £6,482    8    8 

Lamd  (nonera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Alexander  Forbes  Irvine,  Esq.  of  Drum. 

Alexander  John  Kinloch,  Esq.  of  Park. 

Sir  James  H.  Burnett*  Bart.,  of  Leys. 

Deeside  Railway  Company. 

The  Commissioners  under  Aberdeen  Water  Works  Act,  1862. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  three  in  number. 

Farming. — The  land  is  now  generally  farmed  under  the  fifth- 
shift  course  of  cropping,  ie.,  two-fifths  grass,  two-fifths  grain, 
and  one-fifth  turnips,  or  other  green  crop.  Formerly,  a  sixth- 
shift  course  was  tried,  which  gave  three  grasses,  two  grain  shifts, 
and  one  turnip  shift,  but  that  course  of  cropping  was  abandoned 
for  the  seventn,  which  also  gave  three  grasses,  with  two  ^ain 
crops  in  succession  to  the  third  year's  grass.  All  these  rotations 
of  cropping  having  been  tried  in  this  parish,  and  on  the  light  soil 
of  Deeside,  with  more  or  less  success.  Under  the  seventh-shift 
course,  the  first  grass  crop  was  usually  cut  for  hav,  and  the 
ploughing  for  the  second  crop  of  oats  tended  to  pulverise  the 
soil  too  much,  while  the  third  year's  grass,  on  light  sandy  soils 
was  often  worthless.  Under  the  sixth-shift  course,  it  was  said 
there  was  little  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  wain  from  the 
seventh,  but  a  great  deficiency  in  straw,  while  the  felling  off  in  the 
third  year's  grass  crop  was  much  the  same,  there  was  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  turnip  crop  following  only  one  crop  of  oats, 
on  account  of  the  land  being  in  better  condition  for  that  crop. 
Under  the  fifth-shift  course  of  cropping,  there  is  now  less  of 
the  first  year's  grass  cut  for  hay,  consequently,  the  second  year's 
grass  is  superior,  and  when  ploughed  up,  the  lighter  portions  of 
the  land  are  usually  top  dressed  for  the  succeeding  oat  crop, 
with  manure,  or  a  compost  from  the  farm  yard,  while  bone  dust 
and  other  artificial  manures  are  extensively  and  successfully 
employed  in  raising  turnips. 

Extensive  improvements  have  been  made  since  1840,  in  re- 
claiming waste  land  by  trenching  and  enclosing  (draining  being 
but  partially  required),  and  in  building  farm  houses,  wmch  are 
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mostly  commodious,  substantial  slated  buildings,  with  com 
thrashing  mills  attached,  which  are  in  most  cases  propelled  by 
horse  power,  there  being  little  water  power  available  for  that 
purpose. 

The  worthless  and  unsightly  moss  of  Belskevie  has  now  dis- 
appeared, the  whole  of  it,  except  some  corners  which  have  been 
planted,  has  been  trenched,  drained,  and  substantially  enclosed 
within  the  past  few  years.  A  large  extent  of  worthless  mossy 
marshes,  and  gravel  hillocks  covered  with  furze  bushes,  has  now 
been  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  plough,  and  made  to 
bear  abundant  crops.  The  Quartens,  another  unsightly,  but 
more  valuable  moss,  is  now  being  gradually  encroached  upon, 
and,  if  persevered  in,  the  whole  of  it  will  be  reclaimed  within  a 
few  years.  Embanking  operations  for  protecting  the  haugh 
land  along  the  Dee  have  been  confined  to  the  haugns  of  Nether 
Park,  and  here  large  sums  of  money  have  been  expended  in 
protecting  about  80  acres  of  land,  including  a  portion  of  the 
ornamental  plantations  on  the  lawn  in  ifront  of  Park  house,  the 
residence  ot  the  proprietor.  In  1821,  about  £1,000  was  ex- 
pended in  forming  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length  of  a  flood- 
bank  along  the  river  for  the  protection  of  the  haughs,  and  the 
amenity  of  the  residence ;  but  the  disastrous  flood  of  August, 
1829,  made  a  clean  sweep,  and  carried  away  a  large  extent  of  the 
upper  portion  of  the  bank,  and  of  the  haugh-land  below.  To 
repair  this  breach,  another  £1,000  was  expended,  but  the  in- 
genuity of  the  engineer  contrived  to  add,  and  erect,  projecting 
stone  jettys  into  the  stream,  which  did  not  ward  off  the  current, 
but  intercepted  the  drift-wood,  which,  at  that  time,  usually  lay 
in  large  quantities  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  waiting  the 
first  flood  to  float  it  to  Aberdeen.  In  September,  1839,  another 
destructive  flood  came,  and,  by  the  aid  of  the  jettys  and  the 
drift-wood,  the  breach  made  in  1829  was  again  opened  up,  and 
greater  damage  done  to  the  land  below.  This  second  breach 
was  made  good  in  1840,  at  a  cost  of  £1,600  (the  ornamental 
jettys  being  dispensed  with),  and  since  that  time,  not  a  turf  has 
been  turned  by  floods  in  the  river. 

Leases  are  invariably  entered  into  for  19  years,  a  period  which 
seems  to  have  become  established  by  long  usage. 

Roads, 

The  north  Deeside  turnpike  road  intersects  the  parish  from 
Belskevie  to  the  Nether  Mills  of  Drum,  on  the  Kincardineshire 
boundary,  a  distance  of  about  five  miles ;  another  road  runs 
along  the  Gormack  burn,  from  Wardmill  on  the  east,  to  Candy- 
glirach  on  the  west,  and  two  cross  south  and  north  roads  inter- 
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sect  the  parish,  one  of  them,  called  the  Coupars*  road,  crosses 
the  country  from  Echt  to  Deeside,  and  divides  the  counties  for 
a  considerable  distance  south  of  the  Gormack  burn.  A  track 
of  a  road  led  from  the  Mains  of  Drum  to  the  Ferry  and  boat 
of  Dalmaik,  to  Durris,  but  this  road  and  ferry  has  been  super- 
seded by  tlie  new  road  and  bridge  built  across  the  Dee,  a  httle 
above  Keith's  pot,  which  leads  from  the  Park  Station  on  the 
Deeside  railway,  to  Durris  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

The  Drum  Station,  on  the  Deeside  Railway,  is  10  miles  from 
Aberdeen,  and  the  Park  Station  is  11  miles.  The  church  of 
Drumoak  is  within  half-a-mile  of  the  latter  station. 

Mansion  Houses. 

The  House  of  Drum,  built  in  1619,  stands  near  to  the  Old 
Tower.  It  is  a  large  and  handsome  mansion,  in  the  Elizabethan 
style  of  architecture,  which  has  undergone  several  alterations, 
but  the  original  style  of  the  building  has  been  preserved.  The 
Mansion  House  of  Park,  built  in  1822,  is  an  elegant  Grecian 
building  of  line  proportions,  and  pleasantlv  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Dee,  surrounded  by  very  tastefully  laid  out  pounds.  The 
Manse  was  built  in  1836,  and  is  a  very  commodious  building, 
pleasantly  situated  near  the  river,  attached  to  which  there  is  a 
very  lar^e  glebe  C28  acres),  with  fine  garden,  and  small,  but 
beautifully  wooded  pleasure  grounds,  and  a  convenient  approach. 
The  Church  was  also  built  in  1836,  and  is  an  elegant  structure, 
in  the  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  It  is  seated  for  about  650, 
.  and  very  centrically  placed  for  the  parish. 

Fairs,  Inns,  and  Alelvouses. 

There  are  no  Fairs  or  Markets  held  in  the  parish,  and  only 
one  Alehouse  at  the  Mains  of  Drum. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  DRUMOAK  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Aasessmentfl,        ....      £165  18  10 
Do.     from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,      44    9    0 

£210    7  10 

Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .  £182  12    C 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 3  13    7 

Medical  Relief, 6    8    6 

Management, 33  16    6 

To  Balance, 13    3    3 

£223  11     1 


486 


CIVIL  HISTORY. — ^PARISH   OF  DRUMOAK. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  Uth  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


In 
186L 

BeUevad  durii^  the  yew. 

".:i^'ve^,^j      C-u-Poc^ 

FKtaous 

or 
Insane. 

ICidet. 

FemAles. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Poor. 

fuita. 

GMual 
Poor. 

aLtc 

996 

J 

8 

9 

17 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  Si,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 

Note. — ^The  foregoing  Statistics  in  reference  to  the  Poor  and  Parochial  Funds 
comprehends  the  whole  parish,  as  no  division  is  made  in  Parochial  Management 
where  parishes  are  divided  hy  Counties  as  this  one  is. 
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Drum  was  originally  a  royal  forest,  and  one  of  the  hunting  seats 
of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  and  the  Tower  of  Drum  is  worthy  of 
having  once  been  a  royal  residence.  The  Park  of  Drum  was 
part  of  the  royal  chase,  and  the  spring,  at  the  north-east  comer 
of  the  loch,  is  still  known  by  the  dsignation  of  the  "  King's  WelL" 

The  Tower  of  Drum  had  originally  an  alcoved  roof  of  con- 
siderable height,  which  has  long  been  removed,  and  one  of  less 
altitude,  with  flat  roof,  has  been  substituted.  There  is  now  a 
broad  terrace  covered  with  flag  stones,  inside  the  parajjet,  which 
is  embrazured  to  a  height  sufficient  to  afford  protection  to  its 
garrison  when  defence  became  necessary. 

The  original  charter  from  Robert  the  Bruce,  conferring  the 
lands  of  Drum  on  William  de  Irvine,  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  family ;  it  is  dated  the  first  February,  1323.  William  de 
Irvine,  the  proprietor  of  Bonshaw,  in  Dumfries-shire,  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  of  the  line,  and  tlie  following  is  the  tradi- 
tionary history  of  the  Irvines : — 

"  Robert  the  Bruce,  retreating  before  Edward  the  First,  came 
to  Bonshaw,  and  from  thence  he  was  accompanied  by  William, 
son  to  the  laird.  This  young  man  became  the  secretary  and 
armour-bearer  of  the  adventurous  and  heroic  King  of  Scotland, 
and  continued  with  him  to  his  death.  *  Faithftil  to  him  in 
adversity,  he  was  rewarded  in  his  days  of  prosperity  and  of 

Sower,  by  the  gift  of  the  lands  and  forest  of  Drum.*    King 
lobert  at  the  same  time  conferring  upon  him  the  arms,  motto. 
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and  supporters  which  he  had  himself  borne  when  Earl  of 
Carrick,  viz.,  three  branches  of  holly  leaves,  supported  by  two 
savages,  wreathed,  with  the  motto,  *  Sub  sole,  sub  umbra  virens,' 
and  havinof  accompanied  his  royal  master  in  his  wanderings, 
and  participated  in  his  narrow  escapes  while  performing  deeds 
of  desperate  valour  which  have  thrown  around  his  name  and 
history  an  air  of  romance,  was  rewarded  by  him  for  his  zeal 
and  fidelity  with  a  grant,  by  charter  under  the  Great  Seal,  of 
the  Forest  of  Drum."* 

"  Soon  after  their  settlement  in  the  north,  the  Irvines  of  Drum 
had  a  deadly  feud  with  the  Keiths,  hereditary  Great  Marischals 
of  Scotland.  Among  the  conflicts  between  the  Irvines  and  the 
Keitlis,  tradition  records  one  which  took  place  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Dee  in  this  parish ;  the  place  is  still  called  the 
*  Keith's  Muir.'  In  this  battle,  the  Irvines  were  victorious,  and 
drove  their  enemies  across  the  river,  at  a  deep  and  rocky  part  of 
its  channel,  which  still  bears  the  name  of  the  *  Keith's  Pot;'  and  a 
rock,  which  occasionallvappears  a  few  inches  above  the  water,  on 
whieli,  it  is  said  one  of  the  fugitives  took  refuge  and  was  killed, 
retains  the  name  of  the  '  Keith's  Stone.'  To  check  this  serious 
feud,  the  stiites  of  the  kingdom  interfered,  and  enjoined  Alexan- 
der Irvine,  the  third  in  descent,  to  marrv  Elizabeth,  the  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Keith,  Knight  Marischal,  and  grand-daughter  to 
Gilbert,  Lord  Hay,  the  first  Lord  High  Constable  of  that  name. 
It  appears,  however,  that  Drum  so  far  tempered  his  resentment, 
more  with  a  spirit  of  loyalty,  than  an  incUnation  to  wed  the 
daughter  of  his  feudal  adversary ;  '  and  this  external  union, 
which  seems  to  have  been  all  that  took  place  between  the  parties, 
had  the  desired  efiect  of  binding  the  two  families  together  in 
bonds  of  union  and  friendship,  which  remained  for  long 
unbroken.' " 

The  next  event  of  consequence  in  Scottish  history,  which 
mark  the  course  of  the  chivalrous  barons  of  Drum,  is  the  battle 
of  Harlaw,  one  of  the  most  murderous  on  record,  in  which  Sir 
Alexander  Irvine  lost  his  life.  Irvine  of  Drum,  who  had  a  com- 
mand in  the  Lowland  army,  and  Maclean  of  Dowart,  Donald's 
lieutenant-general,  encountered  each  other  on  the  field,  and 
fought  hand-to-hand  with  such  determined  bravery,  that  both 
were  killed.  Drum  was  buried  on  the  field  of  battle  by  his 
followers,  who  erected  a  cairn  over  his  grave,  and  the  following 
stanza  in  the  ballad  of  the  ''  Battlo  of  Harlaw,"  records  at  once 

•  **  This  charter  of  the  forest  of  Drum  (for  the  Park  of  Dram  was  reserved  bv 
the  King,  and  not  convoyed  with  the  forest  lands  to  William  de  Irvine),  is  still 
extant,  and  is  dated,  '  Apud  Berwicum  su^xjr  Tweedam,  primo  die  Fobniarii 
anno  Begni  nostri  septimo  dccimo.'  " — Statistical  Account  of  Dromoak,  1S42. 
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his  gallantry,  and  the  high  respect  with  which  his  countrymen 
regarded  him : — 

"  Gudc  Sir  Alexander  Irvine, 

The  much  renounit  Laird  of  Dninu 
Nane  in  hit  dais  wer  better  sene, 

Quhen  thai  wer  semblit  aU  and  som. 
To  praiBe  him  we  sud  not  be  dumm. 

For  Talonr,  wit,  and  worthineaa  ; 
To  end  his  dais  he  ther  did  cum, 

Quhois  ransum  is  remedyles." 

It  is  said  that,  when  marching  to  Harlaw  at  the  head  of  his 
vassals,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Robert,  he  halted  on  the 
hill  of  Auchronie,  in  Skene,  from  the  summit  of  which  the 
house  of  Drum  was  visible  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  battle-field 
of  Harlaw  on  the  other,  and  there  seated  on  a  large  stone,  which 
still  bears  the  name  of  Drum's  Stone,  he  advised  his  brother, 
if  he  himself  should  be  slain,  to  marry  his  sister-in-law  on  his 
return,  with  whom,  as  he  assured  him,  be  had  never  consumated 
the  marriage.  Robert,  escaping  the  slaughter,  returned  home, 
and  married  the  lady,  and,  upon  succeeding  to  the  estates, 
changed  his  Christian  name  to  Alexander. 

This  memorable  battle  was  fought  on  the  eve  of  St  James 
the  Apostle,  the  24th  July,  1411. 

Robert  Imne,  now  Alexander,  in  1423,  was  one  of  the  com- 
missioners who  went  to  London  to  effect  the  liberation  of  James 
the  First  of  Scotland,  who  had  long  been  captive  in  England ;  he 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  that  monarcn  in  1424. 
During  the  confusion  and  anarchy  which  followed  the  murder 
of  the  King  at  Perth,  the  inhabitants  of  Aberdeen,  relying  upon 
the  good  feeling  of  the  Drum  family,  requested  the  services  of 
Sir  Alexander  for  the  protection  of  the  City,  and,  in  1440,  he 
was,  by  the  selection  of  the  burgesses,  appointed  captain  and 
governor  of  the  burgh,  which  invested  him  with  an  authority  in 
the  town  superior  to  that  of  the  chief  magistrate.  This  office  was 
held  by  Sir  Alexander  for  two  years,  and  there  is  no  other  in- 
stance on  record  of  any  other  individual  having  obtained  a  like 
^distinction ;  when  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  in  the  next  century, 
became  the  chief  magistrate,  it  was  by  the  title  of  Provost 

At  the  turbulent  period  when  James  V.  ascended  the  throne, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Flodden,  we  find  this  family  of  Drum 
still  powerful,  and  pursuing  the  same  honourable  course ;  for 
the  king  bestowed  upon  the  eldest  son  of  the  then  Sir  Alexan- 
der, a  gift  of  non-entry  to  the  lands  of  Forglen,  dated  the  14th 
Dec,  1527  ;  purporting  to  be  given  "  On  account  of  Drum,  his 
son,  and  their  friends,  their  good  and  thankful  service  done  to 
the  King,  in  searching,  taking,  and  bringing  the  rebels  to 
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justice."  The  young  laird,  noticed  in  the  above,  acted  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  the  events  which  occurred  in  Scotland  during 
the  minority  of  the  unfortunate  Mary,  and  prematurely  termi- 
nated his  career  at  the  battle  of  Pinkie,  where  so  many  of  the 
bravest  and  best  in  Scotland  fell.  His  son  succeeded  to  the 
estates  on  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  and  married  Lady 
Elizabeth  Keith,  daughter  of  Earl  MarischaL 

Their  son  obtained  the  lands  in  1583,  and  was  distinguished 
as  a  patron  of  learning,  and  for  his  extensive  charities.*  In 
1629,  he  devised  £10,000  Scots,  for  the  maintenance  of  four 
bursars  in  philosophy,  and  two  in  divinity,  in  Marischal  College, 
and  four  at  the  Grammar  School  of  Aberdeen,  vesting  the  right 
of  presenting  to  them  in  the  family  of  Drum.  He  married 
Lady  Marion  Douglas,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  who, 
emulating  the  example  of  her  husband,  in  the  year  1633,  settled 
the  sum  of  3,000  merks,  to  endow  an  hospital  for  the  widows 
and  aged  daughters  of  decayed  burgesses  of  Aberdeen. 

ITie  next  laird  in  succession,  and  son  to  the  benevolent  couple 
just  mentioned,  was  their  eldest  son.  Sir  Alexander,  who  married 
Magdalene,  daughter  to  Sir  John  Scrimzour  of  Diddup,  Con- 
stable of  Dundee.  This  Sir  Alexander  was  Sheriff  Principal 
of  Aberdeenshire  in  1634,  and  in  several  subsequent  years ;  ne 
was  held  in  high  estimation  by  Charles  the  first ;  and  a  patent 
was  made  out,  creating  him  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  but  which  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  prevented  passing  the  great  seal. 
In  1639,  Sir  Alexander  still  retained  the  office  of  Sheriff  Princi- 
pal of  the  County,  and  was  possessed  of  extensive  estates  in 
Aberdeenshire,  and  in  the  counties  of  Forfar  and  Banff,  among 
others,  Cromar,  Lonmay,Fedderate,  and  Artamford ;  Forglen,  in 
Banff',  and  Kelly,  near  Arbroath.  On  the  2nd  June,  1640,  the 
Covenanter,  General  Mimro,  accompanied  by  the  Earl  Marischal, 
marched  to  besiege  the  Castle  of  Drum,"!*  and  on  account  of  his 
attachment  to  the  royal  cause,  his  house  and  lands  were  fre- 
quently occupied  and  plundered  by  the  army  of  the  Covenant, 
and  he  himself  was  warded,  lined,  and  more  than  once  obliged 
to  flee  for  safety  to  the  court  of  England. 

*  "  In  the  charter  chest  of  Drum,  there  is  a  holograph  bond  by  King  James 
VI.  to  Drum  for  600  merka,  dated  at  Dalkeith,  27th  November,  1687,  and  pay- 
able at  Whitsunday  thereafter." — Statistical  Account  of  Dmmoak,  1842. 

t  Spalding  relates,  that  the  laird  was  from  home,  but  that  his  lady,  with 
some  *'  prettie  men  "  were  within  the  house,  which  had  been  previously  furnished 
with  ammunition  and  provisions.  When  the  army  of  the  Covenanters  came  with- 
in musket  shot,  they  were  saluted  by  a  discharge,  which  killed  two  of  their 
number,  and  induced  the  assailants  to  try  the  effect  of  a  parley,  previous  to 
persevering  in  their  efforts  to  reduce  this  great  tower  by  warlike  means."  The 
lady  surrendered,  and  on  conditions  beine  complied  with,  Munro  left  a  garrison 
of  40  men,  and  alons  with  Earl  Marischiu  returned  to  Aberdeen  to  give  thanks 
for  the  capture  of  this  stronghold  without  greater  difficulty,  delay,  or  loss  of 
time." 
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This  persecution  of  the  house  of  Drum  did  not  close  with  this 
laird,  for  the  next  one  in  succession  was  subjected  to  still  greater 
hardships.  He,  in  his  father's  lifetime,  had  married  the  Lady 
Mary  Gordon,  fourth  daughter  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  and 
was  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  Marquis  of  MontroseT  His 
marriage  did  not  tend  to  weaken,  but  rather  to  stren^hen  and 
confirm  him  in  those  principles  which  he  had  inherited  from 
his  ancestors,  he  joined  the  standard  of  his  illustrious  leader, 
to  share  with  him  in  the  defence  of  the  Crown,  and  participite 
in  the  dangers  with  which  he  was  surrounded.  So  highly  did 
he  and  his  orother  Robert  distinguish  themselves  in  the  service 
of  Charles,  that  they  were  excommunicated  in  1644,  and  a  price 
set  upon  their  heads, — 18,000  merks  being  offered  for  that  of 
the  youn.^  laird,  dead  or  alive,  and  9,000  for  his  brother  Robert. 
This  rendered  their  position  so  perilous,  that  they  resolved  to 
leave  Scotland,  and,  embarking  at  Fraserburgh,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  landing  in  England,  they  were  driven  by  adverse  winds 
on  the  coast  of  Caithness.  They  landed  at  Wick,  where  a 
committee  was  sitting,  and  being  recognised,  they  were  taken 
prisoners  and  sent  to  £  JinburgL  Robert  sank  under  rigorous 
confinement,  died  in  the  same  apartment  where  they  were  both 
confined ;  the  young  laird,  whose  health  had  also  suffered,  was 
removed  to  the  Castle  of  Edinburgh  under  sentence  of  death, 
and  without  the  slightest  hope  of  mercv.  His  execution,  how- 
ever, was  happil)r  stayed,  and  the  battle  of  Kilsyth  saved  him 
and  others,  tne  victorious  Montrose,  having,  by  a  rapid  march 
to  Edinburgh,  restored  him  and  many  of  his  friends,  who  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  merciless  committee  of  Estates. 

"  In  1646,  the  young  Laird  of  Drum,  with  a  troop  of  horse, 
and  Farquharson  of  Inver-ey  with  two  hundred  inmntry,  beat 
up  the  Quarters  of  the  Covenanters  on  Deeside,  within  six  miles 
ot  Aberaeen,  taking  seventy  prisoners,  with  all  their  horse,  bag- 
gage, and  provisions." 

Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  an  offer  of  the  Peerage, 
whicn  had  been  made  to  his  father ;  but,  as  Drum's  fortune  and 
estates  were  so  dilapidated  that  he  could  not  without  difficulty 
have  upheld  the  title,  he  declined  the  honour.  He  died  in  1687, 
and  was  buried  in  Drum's  Aisle*  of  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas, 
Aberdeen.  His  eldest  son,  Alexander,  by  Lady  Mary  Gordon, 
succeeded  to  the  estates ;  he  had  no  family,  and  died  in  1695. 

The  next  in  succession  was  Alexander  Irvine  of  Murthill,  who 
died  in  1719,  leaving  a  son  and  two  daughters.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Alexander,  who  died  in  1737,  leaving  no 

•  The  roof  of  Drum's  Aisle,  and  the  spire  of  St  Nicholas  were  totally  de- 
stroyed by  fire  od  the  night  of  the  9th  October,  1874. 
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family,  when  the  male  line  of  the  Murthill  branch  became  ex- 
tinct 

The  succession  to  the  estates  then  reverted  to  the  descendants 
of  John  Irvine  of  Artamford,  in  New  Deer,  who  inherited  the 
estates  in  1533,  and  whose  great-^andson,  Alexander  Irvine  of 
Criraond,  by  failure  of  heirs  male  in  the  senior  branches,  became 
Laird  of  Drum.  In  1744,  he  also  became  heir  of  line,  by  the 
death,  without  male  issue,  of  Irvine  of  Sanhock.  His  eldest 
son  died  without  issue,  but  the  second,  Alexander,  inherited 
the  estates  of  Drum  and  Crimond,  having  married,  in  1715, 
Mary,  second  daughter  of  Orilvie  of  Auchiries,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons  and  tnree  daugnters.  He  died  in  1761,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son,  who  married,  in  1775,  Jane,  only 
daughter  of  Hugh  Forbes  of  Shivas,  and  by  her  he  had  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Alexander  Forbes  Irvine,  the  eldest 
of  this  family,  was  bom  in  1777,  and  succeeded  to  the  estate 
of  Shivas  in  1807,  as  heir  of  entail,  and  in  1816,  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  James  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Edinburgh,  and 
by  her  he  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  eldest  son, 
AJexander  Forbes  Irvine,  the  present,  and  nineteenth  laird  (and 
convener  of  Aberdeenshire),  being  both  the  heir  of  line  and  heir 
of  entail  of  this  ancient  and  honourable  family. 

The  Park  of  Drum,  described  in  the  original  charter  as 
situated  in  Kincardineshire,  but  now  rated  in  Aberdeenshire, 
formed,  as  already  noticed,  part  of  the  royal  chase,  and  having 
been  reserved  by  Robert  the  First,  when  he  gave  the  forest 
lands  to  William  de  Irvine,  were  granted,  by  charter  from  King 
David  Bruce,  to  Walter  Moigne.  In  1348,  John  Moigne,  Lord 
of  the  Park  of  Drum,  executed  a  disposition  of  it  to  Alexander 
Irvine,  Lord  of  the  Drum ;  and,  in  1393,  the  said  John  Moigne 
granted  a  charter  in  favour  of  Alexander  Irvine  of  a  chalder  of 
meal,  paid  of  old  to  him  by  William  de  Bumard  of  Leys,  for 
sustentation  of  the  Park  of  Drum.  Park  continued  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Drum  family  till  1737,  when  the  entail  was  reduced, 
it  was  sold  to  Duff  of  Culter.  From  his  family.  Park  passed, 
in  1807,  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Burnett,  advocate  in  Aber- 
deen, who  sold  the  estate,  in  1821,  to  William  Moir,  Esq. ;  from 
whom  it  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  of  the  present  proprietor, 
Alexander  John  Kinloch,  Esq. 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Church  is  situated  very  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  parish, 
and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  wnat  a  parochial  church  ought  to  be. 
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It  contains  a  small  room  in  which  the  business  of  the  parish 
library  is  managed,  and  a  comfortable  vestry  for  the  minister. 

The  teinds  of  the  parish  are  exhausted,  and  the  minister  re- 
ceives an  Exchequer  allowance  to  make  the  stii>end  up  to  £1 50, 
exclusive  of  £8  (is.  8d.  for  communion  elements.  The  Manst* 
and  domestic  officers  are  valued  at  £30  a-year,  and  the  Glebe 
and  garden  at  £21  IGs. 

The  parochial  schoolmaster's  house  and  garden  are  valued  at 
£10  a-yoar.  The  teaclier  has  a  salary  of  £30,  and  the  scIkkiI 
fei^s,  eight  bolls  of  meal  for  teaching  poor  scholars  on  Drum  s 
mortification,  and  what  may  be  allowed  him  by  the  trustees  of 
the  Dick  and  Milne  bequests. 

ik'hool  Bixtrd. — ^There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — 
Alexander  J.  Kinloch  of  Park  is  chairman,  William  Ross, 
Nether  Park,  chirk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  4d.  per  £.  Bil  ^le 
and  Catechism  taught  There  are  two  schools,  male  and  female, 
in  the  Aberdeenshire  division  of  tlie  parish,  but  no  return  of 
the  number  of  scholars  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  £duca> 
tion.  Population  of  both  divisions  of  the  parish,  1871,  1,032. 
Church  collections,  £28  9s.  9d.,  whereof  £10  Is.  lOd.  was  ex- 
pended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

A  Parish  Library  was  instituted  in  1827,  and  contains  between 
three  and  four  hundred  volumes.  Subscribers  are  supplied  with 
books  of  a  historical  nature  at  the  school-house  every  Monday 
evening,  and  with  religious  publications  at  the  church  every 
Lord's  I )ay  after  sermon. 

Parochial  Bey  inters. — The  registers  contain  an  interesting 
account  of  ecclesiastical  transactions  in  the  parish,  from  tlie 
17th  September,  1G82,  the  date  of  the  earliest  entry ;  but  the 
first  volume  wants  two  leaves  at  the  beginning.  The  baptism 
register  was  begun,  3rd  January,  1692,  and  the  register  of 
marriage  contracts,  2nd  June,  1715  ;  and,  from  these  dates,  lK>th 
have  been  carefully  brought  down  to  the  present  day.  The 
cash-book  contains  an  account  of  the  intromissions  of  the 
session,  with  the  poor's  funds  from  Whitsunday,  1750.  No 
register  of  deaths  was  kept  until  very  recently. 


IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

James  Gregory,  the  celebrated  inventor  of  the  reflecting  tele- 
scope, and  the  first  who  employed  the  transits  of  Mercury  and 
Venus  in  determining  the  sun's  parallax.  His  father,  the  Rev. 
John  Gregory,  was  minister  of  the  parish  previous  to  the  year 
1654,  and  suffered  much  during  the  troubles,  for  his  outstanding 
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against  the  Covenant,  having  been  fined  1,000  merks,  plundered, 
imprisoned,  and  deposed  James  Gregory's  mother,  Janet 
Anderson,  from  whom  he  apparently  inherited  his  mathemati- 
cal talent,  was  daughter  of  David  Anderson  of  Finzeuch,  who  is 
said  to  have  constructed  the  spire  of  St.  Nicholas  Church, 
Aberdeen,  and  removed  "  Knock  Maitland,"  a  large  rock  which 
obstructed  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  of  that  City.  Their  son, 
James  Gregory,  was  bom  at  the  manse  of  Drumoak  in  1638, 
and,  after  completing  his  course  at  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen, 
and  when  only  24  years  of  age,  he  published  the  Optica  promota, 
a  work  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  scientific  world,  and 
rendered  his  name  illustrious.  He  afterwards  prosecuted  his 
studies  at  the  University  of  Padua,  and  published  there,  in  1667, 
Vera  Circidi.et  Hynerboles  Qwadratura  ;  and  upon  his  return 
to  London  in  the  following  year,  he  was  chosen  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  Soon  after,  he  published  his  Exercitationea 
Oeometricce,  and  was  appointed  to  flU  the  Mathematical  Chair 
in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews.  While  at  St.  Andrews  he 
married  Mary,  relict  of  Peter  Burnet  of  Elrick,  and  daughter  of 
George  Jamieson,  the  celebrated  painter,  by  whom  he  had  three 
cliildren.  In  1674,  he  was  appointed  to  the  professorship  of 
Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  died  in 
1675,  in  the  37th  year  of  his  age.* 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

At  one  not  very  remote  period,  many  tumuli  or  cairns  existed 
in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  but  nothing  remarkable  has 
ever  been  found  in  any  of  them,  except  in  the  one  which  stood 
on  the  top  of  the  Hawk-hillock  near  the  house  of  Park.  During 
the  operation  of  levelling  a  part  of  this  hillock  for  the  site  of  a 
summer-house,  three  stone  coffins  were  laid  bare,  containing  an 
urn  and  ashes  of  the  dead,  which  were  again  carefully  buried  in 
the  place  where  they  were  found.  The  remains  of  a  curved 
stone  stands  upon  the  top  of  this  Hawk-hillock,  which,  although 
much  defaced,  was  happuy  rescued  from  the  hands  of  the  work- 
men employed  in  building  the  house  of  Park  in  1822.  It 
originally  stood  on  the  west  end  of  the  Keith's  muir,  on  the 
farm  of  Gallow-bum  (now  called  Bakebare),  and  not  far  from 
the  spot,  where,  in  feudal  times,  the  gallows  stood  ;  but  it  could 
not  have  had  any  connection  with  the  feuds  between  the  Irvines 
and  the  Keiths,  and  must  refer  to  a  much  earlier  period  of 
history  of  which  there  are  no  records. 
*  Statistical  Aoeoant  of  Dnimoak,  1842. 
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Arrow-heads  are  occasionally  picked  up  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  one,  beautifully  formed  of  yellow  flint,  was  found  on  the 
Keith  muir.  Some  silver  coins  were  found  a  good  many  years 
ago,  on  the  farm  of  Dalmaik ;  but  the  only  one  which  has  been 
preserved,  is  a  coin  of  Mary  Stuart  s.  Queen  of  Scotland,  which  is 
m  the  possession  of  the  Ilev.  Dr.  Corbet,  minister  of  the  parish. 

The  Tower  of  Drum  may  be  fairly  called  one  of  the  antiquities 
of  Drumoak  It  is  described  by  Sir  A.  Leith  Hay  as  "  a  large 
massive  building,  rounded  at  the  angles,  being  sixty  feet  in 
length,  forty  feet  wide,  and  sixty  three  feet  high  ;*  the  walls 
are  twelve  feet  in  thickness  in  the  first  storey  above  the  ground, 
and  of  still  greater  solidity  in  the  vaults  below.  The  interior 
of  the  Tower  is  divided  into  three  stories,  the  roofs  of  which 
are  vaulted  ;  but  as  the  two  uppermost  seem  to  have  been  sub- 
divided into  two  apartments  each  in  height,  by  wooden  floors, 
resting  on  stones  which  still  project  inside  the  face  of  the  walls, 
the  whole  may  have  been  divided  into  five  stories  or  floors. 
There  are  at  present  two  entrances  to  the  building,  one  on  the 
south-west  corner  communicates  with  the  mansion  house,  and 
another,  which  seems  to  be  the  original  one,  is  near  the  south- 
east angle,  and  12  feet  from  the  ground,  on  entering  by  which 
there  are  two  inner  doors  immediately  in  front  On  tne  right 
of -one  of  these  inner  doors,  a  dark  narrow  stair  of  19  steps 
leads  down  to  the  dungeon,  an  apartment  28  feet  6  inches  by 
15  feet  6  inches,  and  11  feet  hign,  with  the  draw-well  (9  feet 
deep),  in  one  comer,  and  a  hole  in  the  roof  communicating  with 
the  apartment  above,  through  which,  it  is  imagined,  prisoners 
were  supplied  with  food.  The  walls  here  are  about  1 1  feet  thick. 
The  inner  door  on  the  left  opens  into  the  second  storey,  and, 
upon  the  right  of  the  common  entrance,  near  the  door  of  the 
dungeon,  is  a  narrow  stair,  which  winds  through  the  centre  of 
the  wall  to  the  third  storey,  wliich  is  24  feet  9  inches  high,  and 
much  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  one  just  described  In 
the  east  end  of  its  vaulted  roof  is  a  small  door  which  leads  to 
the  battlements,  access  to  which  was  obtained  by  a  moveable 
ladder."  This  ancient  Tower  has  always  been  kept  in  complete 
repair,  and  its  walls  are  apparently  without  "  either  crack  or 
crevice,"  and  standing  as  erect  as  on  the  day  when  newly  erected. 

The  hero  of  the  following  ballad  is  said  to  have  been  the  Sir 
Alexander  Irvine  who  "  received  the  compliment  of  excommu- 

*  Tho  Rev.  Dr.  Corbet,  in  his  Statistical  Account  of  the  parish,  says  the 
Tower  of  Drum  '*  is  70  feet  6  inches  in  height,  to  the  top  of  &e  battlement" 
The  date  of  its  erection  cannot  be  ascertained,  as  it  existed  when  the  estate  was 
conveyed  to  the  family  in  1323  ;  but  it  is  conjectured,  from  the  character  of  its 
architecture,  that  it  must  have  been  built  about  the  twelfth  century,  when  the 
forest  of  Drum  was  a  royal  chase, — "probably  by  William  the  Lion." 
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nication  at  the  hands  of  the  Covenanters  on  account  of  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  Charles  L,  and  was  under  sentence  of 
death  when  rescued  by  the  Marquis  of  Montrose.  His  first 
wife,  as  already  noticed,  was  a  daughter  of  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly ;  but  in  his  advanced  years  he  took  to  himself  a  second 
of  humble  degree,  Margaret  Coutts  by  name,  an  alliance  which 
gave  great  offence  to  his  kindred."  We  give  professor  Aytoun's 
version  of  the  ballad,  from  his  edition  of  3ie  Ballads  of  Scotland, 
1861 :— 

"  The  Laird  o'  Drum  is  a-honting  gane, 

AH  on  a  morning  early, 
And  he  did  spy  a  we^-faur'd  May, 

Was  shearing  at  her  barley. 

"  My  bonny  May,  my  weel-faar'd  May, 
O  will  ye  fancy  me,  O  ; 
And  ffae  and  be  the  Leddy  o'  Drum, 
And  let  your  shearing  a-be,  O  ?  " 

"  It*8  I  winna  fancy  you,  kind  sir. 
Nor  let  my  shearing  a-be,  O  ; 
For  Vm  ower  low  to  be  Leddy  o'  Drum, 
And  your  miss  I'd  scorn  to  be,  O.** 

"  But  ye'U  cast  aff  that  gown  o'  grey. 
Put  on  the  silk  and  scarlet ; 
I'll  make  a  vow,  and  keep  it  true, 
Ye'U  be  neither  miss  nor  harlot.*' 

'*  My  father  he  is  a  shepherd  mean, 
Keeps  sheep  on  yonder  hill,  O, 
And  ye  may  gae  and  speer  at  him. 
For  I  am  at  his  will,  O." 

Drum  is  to  her  father  gane. 
Keeping  his  sheep  on  yon  hill,  O — 
•*  I'm  come  to  marry  your  ae  daughter. 
If  ye'U  gie  me  your  good-will,  O." 

' '  My  dochter  can  neither  read  nor  write. 
She  ne'er  was  brocht  up  at  squeel,*  0  ; 
But  weel  can  she  milk  baith  cow  and  ewe. 
And  mak'  a  kebbuckf  weel,  O. 

She'll  shake  your  bam,  and  win  your  com. 

And  ganff  to  kilne  and  mill,  O  ; 
She'U  saddle  your  steed  in  time  o'  need, 

And  draw  aff  your  boots  hersell,  0/' 

"  I'll  learn  vour  laesie  to  read  and  write, 
And  I'U  put  her  to  the  squeel,  0  ; 
She  shall  neither  need  to  saddle  my  steed, 
Nor  draw  aff  my  boots  hersell,  0. 

But  wha  will  bake  my  bridal  bread, 

Or  brew  my  bridal  ale,  O  ; 
Or  wha  will  welcome  my  bonny  bride, 

Is  mair  than  I  can^U,  O." 

*  "  Squeel/'  school       f  "  Kebbuck,**  cbeeee. 
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Four-and- twenty  gentlemen 
(jraed  in  at  the  yetts  of  Dram,  O  ; 

But  no  a  man  has  lifted  his  hat, 

When  the  Leddy  O'  Dram  came  in,  O. 

**  Teggr  Coutta  is  a  very  bonnie  bride. 
And  Dram  is  big  and  gawsy*  ; 
But  he  might  hae  chosen  a  higher  match 
Than  ony  shepherd's  lassie  !  " 

Then  up  bespak  his  brother  John, 
Says,  **  Ye've  done  us  muckle  wrang,  0  ; 

Ye've  married  ane  far  below  oar  degree, 
A  mock  to  a'  our  kin,  O." 

"  Now  haud  your  tongue,  my  brother  John, 
What  needs  it  thee  offend,  O  ? 
I've  married  a  wife  to  work  and  win. 
And  ye've  married  ane  to  spend,  O. 

* '  The  first  time  that  I  married  a  wife, 
She  was  far  abune  my  degree,  O  ; 
She  wadna  hae  walketl  to  the  yetts  o*  Drum 
But  the  pearlin'  abune  her  bree,t  O, 

And  I  durstna'  gang  inta  the  room  where  she  was, 

But  my  hat  below  my  knee,  O  !  ** 
^  •  •  •  ♦  ♦ 

He  has  ta'en  her  by  the  milk  white  hand. 

And  le<l  her  in  himsell,  O  ; 
And  in  through  ha's,  and  in  through  bowers, — 

"  And  ye're  welcome,  Leddy  Dram,  O." 

When  they  had  eaten  and  well  drunken, 

And  a'  men  bound  for  bed,  O, 
The  Laird  of  Drum  and  his  Leddy  fair, 

In  ae  bed  they  were  laid,  O. 

**  Gin  ye  had  been  o'  high  renown. 
As  ye're  o'  low  degree,  O  ; 
We  might  hae  baith  gane  down  the  streets, 
Amang  gude  companie,  O,** 

**  I  tauld  ye  weel  ere  we  were  weil, 
Ye  were  far  abune  my  degree,  O  ; 
But  now  I'm  married,  in  your  bed  laid. 
And  just  as  gude  as  ye,  0. 

**  For  an  I  were  dead,  and  ye  were  dead, 
And  baith  in  ae  grave  had  lain,  O  ; 
Ere  seven  years  were  come  and  gane, 
They'd  no  ken  your  dust  frae  mine,  O." 

*  "  Oawsy,**  JoUy.       t  "  Pesrtiu*  shone  bree,**  Isce  sbore  her  brow. 
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PARISH  OF  DYCE. 


Pbesbtt£ry  of  Aberdeen — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etyrtiology. 

There  is  no  certain  account,  nor  even  conjecture  which  has  the 
least  appearance  of  probability,  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  the 
name  of  this  parish.  Tradition,  however,  says  that  "  Dyce,  or 
Dyse,  was  in  the  earliest  times  called  the  Chapel  of  St.  Fergus, 
near  a  marsh  called  Moss  Faetach,"  and  that  Dyce  is  known  to 
have  been  one  of  the  six  chapels  attached  to  the  rectory  of 
Kinkel,  as  the  contiguous  parishes  of  Newhills  and  New  Machar 
were,  in  Catholic  times,  chapels  or  vicarages  connected  with 
the  "  kirk  at  the  Kirktown  of  Old  Aberdeen,"  and  the  Cathed- 
ral of  Old  Machar. 

Bouvdariea. 

The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  Fintray ; 
on  the  east  by  the  parishes  of  New  and  Olu  Machar ;  on  the 
south  by  the  parish  of  Newhills ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish 
of  Eannellar. 

Extmt. 

The  extreme  length  of  the  parish  from  east  to  west,  in  a  direct 
line,  is  fully  4^  miles,  and  the  extreme  breadth  from  south  to 
north  is  3  miles ;  and  the  whole  area  is  estimated  to  be  5,285^ 
acrea 

Topography. 

The  hill  of  Tyrebagger,  or  Tyrebeggar,  the  highest  point  of 
which  is  824  feet  above  sea  level,  occupies  the  south-western 
borders  of  the  parish,  and  its  lateral  ridges  descend  to  the 
Blackburn  on  the  west,  by  the  ridge  of  Marcus-hill  (763  feet), 
and  the  Don  on  the  west,  by  the  lower  hills  of  Bendauch  and 
Woodland ;  while,  on  the  east  and  north-east,  the  slopes  of 
Tyrebagger  rapidly  descend  by  the  ridges  of  Corsehill,  and  the 
more  northern  hill  of  Dyce,  to  the  valley  of  the  Don. 

The  lowest  point  of  the  parish,  on  the  Don,  is  at  the  influx  of 
the  Far  burn,  and  it  is  104  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest 
point  on  the  river  is  at  the  influx  of  the  Blackburn,  where  it  is 
146  feet  The  bridge  over  the  Blackburn,  on  the  Aberdeen  and 
Inverurie  road  is  245  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  summit  of 
that  road  on  Tyrebaeger  hill  is  501  feet  The  Dyce  Station,  on 
the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway,  is  175  feet 

2f 
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Geology  ami  Soils. 

Tlie  rock  which  most  prevails  in  this  parish  is  granite,  which 
has  been  quarried  in  several  places  all  round  Tyrebagger. 
Although  MacCuUoch  makes  the  Dee  the  north  boundary  of 
the  gneiss  strata,  that  rock  is  to  be  found  along  the  valley  of 
the  Don  in  this  parish ;  but  granite  occupies  the  chief  position 
on  the  hieher  ground  between  both  rivers.  On  the  round- 
backed  hill  of  Dyce,  a  greyish  rock  is  quarried,  which  is  com- 
posed of  quartz,  felspar,  and  darkish  coloured  mica,  of  a 
moderate  size  in  grain,  and  considered  to  be  of  fine  quality ; 
while  all  round  the  more  rugged-peaked  higher  hill  of  Tjtv- 
bagger,  the  rock  is  not  of  such  good  quality,  and  is  here 
exhibited  in  more  disjointed  strata,  which  never  has  been  profit- 
ably wrought  Dolomite,  or  magnesian  limestone  has  been 
found  in  this  rock,  but  in  small  quantities. 

The  lower  rounded  hills  bordering  the  valley  of  the  Don  are 
composed  of  rough  gravel,  with  rolled  boulders  of  granite,  and 
masses  of  gneiss.  These  knolls  are  mostly  at  some  distance, 
and  much  Yiigher  than  the  present  bed  of  the  river,  and  conse- 
quently we  can  hardly  refer  them  to  its  action,  unless  we  are  to 
suppose  that,  at  an  early  period,  a  lake  had  existed  in  this  valley. 
Tlie  sand  in  the  lower  alluvial  accumulations  is  composed  of 
more  minute  particles,  and  the  beds  generally  follow  the  course 
of  the  river,  but,  where  the  river  has  altered  its  channel,  these 
sand  and  silt  deposits  are  frequently  found  at  considerable  dis- 
tances from  the  present  water  channel. 

Soils, — The  haughs  along  the  banks  of  the  Don,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  are  composed  of  a  rich  alluvial  deposit  of 
yellow  loam,  which  generally  produces  good  crops,  but  in 
several  places  the  haughs  are  liable  to  be  inundated,  both  bv 
back  and  flood  water  from  the  river,  owing  to  a  want  of,  and, 
in  some  cases,  the  insufficiency  of  the  flood  banks.  On  the 
higher  table  land  of  what  was  called  the  Muirs  of  Dyce,  much 
of  the  land  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  consists  of  blackish 
light  soil,overlying  rough  gravel,  with  imbeddedffranite  boulders 
and  beds  of  tlue  gravelly  clay.  On  the  higher  uplands  of 
Kirkhill,  Pitmedden,  Beedlieston,  Bendauch,  and  Caskieben, 
the  soil  is  generally  of  a  lightish  yellow  loam,  upon  rock,  with 
occasional  oeds  of  gravelly  clay,  while  on  the  higher  slopes 
around  Tyrebagger,  much  of  the  cultivated  ground  is  worthless, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  shelter  afforded  by  a  large  extent  of 
plantations,  it  would  not  be  worth  the  expense  of  keeping  in 
cultivation. 
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Hydrography, 
The  river  Don  forms  the  north  and  east  boundary  of  the 
parish  for  about  5  J  miles,  following  the  windings  of  the  stream ; 
the  Blackburn  forms  the  west  boundary  with  Kinnellar,  from 
its  confluence  with  the  Don  at  Kinaldie,  up  to  the  Inverurie 
road  at  the  hamlet  of  Blackburn  ;  and  the  Far  bum  forms  part 
of  the  south  boundary  with  Newhills,  from  its  source  on  the 
hill  of  Tyrebagger,  to  tne  Don  on  the  east.  Trout  fishing  in  the 
river  is  considered  to  be  good  in  March  and  April,  and,  when 
floods  admit  of  salmon  passing  the  various  mill  weirs  on  the 
Don,  below  Dyce,  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  the  Dyce 
water  by  the  rod  is  excellent. 

ArboricuZture  and  Botany. 

The  hills  of  Tyrebagger  are  still  finely  covered  with  old  Scots 
firs  and  larch,  which  had  been  planted  both  mixed  and  in 
masses.  The  ridges  of  Caskieben,  Begsley,  Woodlands,  and 
some  smaller  plantations  on  Pitmedden,  are  covered  with,  and 
contain  pretty  well-grown  Scots  firs  and  larch,  in  some  places 
mixed  with  hardwood,  most  of  which  are  come  to  maturity ; 
and,  although  the  trees  are  of  no  great  sizes,  they  are  of  great 
value  for  snelter.  Those  on  the  more  exposed  hiU  tops  of 
Tyrebagger  have  made  little  progress,  "  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  and  their  exposure  to  the  sea  breeze ; " 
but  those  on  the  lower  north-lying  slopes  of  the  hiUs  have 
thriven  remarkably  well. 

Botany. — ^The  botanical  productions  of  this  parish  are  few. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rarer  species  of  plants  found  in 
the  district : — 

Botrycfuum  /unaria— Common  Moon-wort.  Carex  dioiea — Creeping  Separate- 
headed  Carez. 

Carex  teretitucula — Lesser  Panicled  Carex.  Carex  pUuUfera — Round-headed 
Carex. 

Dro9era  Anglka—GtreBX  Sun -dew.     EUockari»  ecBspUosa^-Tnfted  Spike  Rush. 

Ilippuria  vulgaris — Mare's-tail.  ffyperkumpulchrum — Small  Upright  St.  John's- 
wort 

Linncee  boreaXU — Two-flowered  Linmee.  Afenyanthes  trifoliaia — Marsh  trefoil. 
Bog-bean. 

MereuruUis  perennis — Dog's  Mercury.  Pinguicula  vulgaria— Common  Butter- 
wort. 

Pyroia  media — Intermediate  Winter-green.  Utrieularia  minor— JjesBer  Hooded 
Water  MillfoU,  BUdder-wort. 

Veronica  wnUUkUa — Marsh  SpeedweU.     Veronica  MrmUa—Bjairy  Speedwell. 

Farms  and  Farming. 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 
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Ka  «t  mod  above     No.  ftt  and  above     So.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £60  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.        and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.         and  under  £10. 

12  11  11  12  14 

And  four  occapanta  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Dyce,  year  1872-73,  £4, 132  10    2 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Guxlena,  and  Wood- 
lands,        40500 

Do.        Quarries,  and  Mill  Multures, 50    9    6 

Do.        Railways, 1,128    0    0 

Do.       Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,          .  368    0    0 

Totalvalue, £6,083  19    8 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Sir  Alexander  Bannerman,  Bart,  Lands  of  Elirkhill. 
Sir  William  Forbes,  Bart.,  Lands  of  Woodlands. 
The  Trustees  of  Alexander  Henderson  of  Caskieben. 
George  Thomson,  Jun. ,  Esq.  of  Pitmedden. 
John  Gordon  Cumminff  Skene,  Esq.,  Lands  of  Dyce. 
James  Milne,  Esq.  of  Kinaldie. 
The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company. 
The  Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway  Company. 

The  other  Proprietors  under  £100  of  yearly  rent,  are  13  in  number. 

Farming. — The  usual  duration  of  leases  is  19  years  ;  and  the 
rotation  of  cropping  that  of  the  fifth,  and  sixth-shift  course. 
The  greater  proportion  being  best  adapted  to  the  fifth;  the 
third  year's  grass  on  the  sixth-shift  on  much  of  the  land  often 
turns  out  to  be  a  very  unprofitable  crop,  while  with  the  fifth 
course  of  cropping  an  increased  breadth  of  land  is  obtained  for 
the  root  crop,  which,  and  although  only  half  laid  down  with 
farm-yard  dung,  can  at  all  times  be  supplemented  by  portable 
manures,  guanoes  and  dissolved  bones,  or  even  the  oest  bone 
manure  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  supply  the  necessary 
amount  of  ammonia  and  potash,  as  well  as  phosphates,  and 
produce  much  better  crops  of  turnips  and  potatoes,  than  a  full 
manuring  of  farm-yard  dung  would  do. 

Within  the  past  19  years,  a  great  breadth  of  waste  land  has 
been  brought  mto  cultivation,  so  that  there  is  little  barren  land 
now  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  which  would  repay  the 
expense  of  reclaimation,  as  a  good  deal  of  it  could  only  be 
partially  cultivated  in  consequence  of  the  rock  in  numerous 
places  rising  to  the  surface. 

On  the  more  friable  soils,  gravelly  subsoils,  and  fissured 
rock,  draining  has  not  been  required ;  but  where  the  subsoil  is 
more  or  less  retentive,  and  also  where  spouty  places  occur, 
caused  by  springs  issuing  from  the  stratified  rock,  thorough 
under-draimng  has  yet  to  be  done,  and,  in  many  cases  where 
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sucli  has  been  attempted,  the  operation  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  The  soil  on  the  haugh-land  is 
light  and  friable,  but,  in  several  places,  and  when  the  river  is 
in  flood,  a  considerable  filtration  goes  on  through  the  under- 

ground  sand  beds,  which  cannot,  and  is  not  prevented  by  the 
ood-banks,  consequently,  in  autumn  and  spring,  a  portion  of 
the  best  of  these  haughs  are  but  stagnant  pools  at  these  seasons. 
The  buildings  on  most  of  the  larger  and  second  classed  farms 
generally  are  commodious  and  substantial,  and  have  superior 
accommodation  for  rearing  and  feeding  cattle,  with  thrashing 
mills  attached,  and  most  of  them  are  enclosed  with  substantitu 
well-built  stone  dykes.  On  the  smaller  possessions,  the  houses 
are  not  so  good,  but  on  these,  improvements  on  the  buildings 
and  in  fencing  appear  to  be  gradually  going  on. 

Roads. 

The  Aberdeen  and  Inverurie  turnpike  skirts  the  south  boun- 
dary of  the  parish  for  about  2 J  miles ;  and  the  Aberdeen  and 
Ola  Meldrum  road  intersects  the  eastern  portion  for  nearly  a 
mile  and  a  half.  Besides  these  leading  roads,  an  intersecting 
road  leads  from  Dyce  Village,  along  the  valley  of  the  Don,  by 
Beedlieston,  to  the  Inverurie  road  at  Blackburn.  These  fairly 
accommodate  the  parish  with  roads,  and  they  are  generally  kept 
in  good  repair.  The  old  bridge  of  Dyce  across  the  Don  on  the 
Aberdeen  and  Old  Meldrum  road,  which  consisted  of  one 
wooden  trussed  arch  of  about  100  fee£  span,  was  replaced  about 
30  years  ago  by  two  stone  arches,  each  of  about  50  feet  span. 
There  are  no  other  bridges  in  the  parish  worthy  of  notice. 

The  Kinaldie  Station  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway 
is  in  the  north-west  comer  of  the  parish,  and  it  is  lOJ  miles 
from  Aberdeen ;  and  the  Dyce  Junction  Station  on  the  same 
line,  is  in  the  south-east  comer,  and  61  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

The  village  of  Dyce,  and  Gordon  Place,  the  latter  closely  ad- 
joining the  Dyce  Junction  Station,  contains,  by  the  census  of 
1871,  a  population  of  365,  who  are  variously  employed  as  trades- 
men, shopkeepers,  and  as  labourers  on  the  railways  and 
quarries,  and  at  a  chemical  manure  manufactory,  which  is 
situated  close  by  the  statioa  The  rise  and  progress  of  Gordon 
Place  dates  from  1858,  when  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  Rail- 
way was  opened.  The  houses  are  all  of  a  superior  class,  cmd 
occupy  ground  which  was  formerly  a  bleak  worthless  moor. 

Mansion  Houses. 
The  Mansion  House  of  Caskieben  is  a  small  old  building, 
standing  on  high  ground  (400  feet),  in  the  south-east  corner  of 
the  parish,  overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Blackburn.     It  is  well 
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sheltered  on  the  north-east  by  the  plantations  on  Tyrebag^er, 
and  on  the  sloping  ground  around,  the  clumps  and  belts  of  hanl- 
wood  trees,  with  hedgerows  along  the  lower  grounds,  are  valu- 
able for  shelter,  and  adds  much  to  the  amenity  of  the  district. 

The  Mansion  House  of  Pitmedden  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
a  slight  eminence  overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Don,  and  the 
line  of  the  Great  North  Railway.  The  house  is  a  modem 
building,  but  of  small  dimensions,  with  a  square  tower  in  one 
comer  of  no  mean  height  In  the  grounds  of  the  old  mansion, 
which  are  skirted  bjr  tne  railway,  there  are  some  fine  old  hard- 
wood trees,  and  an  ingeniously  lengthened  undulating  line  of 
approach  traverses  the  grounds. 

The  Manse  stands  in  the  northern  extrmity  of  the  parish  on 
a  rocky  promontory  formed  by  the  Don,  and  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  valley  of  the  river  to  the  west  It  was  built  in 
1821,  and  has  every  necessary  convenience,  with  upwards  of 
five  acres  of  good  glebe-land  attached  to  it.  The  old  Church 
and  churchyard  stand  beside  the  manse,  but  about  three  vears 
affo,  a  new  church  was  built  close  upon  the  line  of  the  Great 
Isorth  Railway,  about  a  mile  south  of  the  manse. 

Fairs,  Inns,  and  Alehouses, 
There  are  no  Fairs  or  Markets,  and  only  one  Alehouse  in  the 
parish. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  DYCE,  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  Aaseasments,       ....      £198    0    0 
Da     from  Mortificatiotui,  and  aU  other  sourcee,        I  18  11 


ErpendUure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered, . 
Rcdief  of  Casual  Poor,        .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£199  18  11 

£167    0    1 

0    5    0 

6  18  11 

25    0    0 

0  14  11 

4^1QQ    Ifi   11 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

1861. 

ReUeved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

Malee. 

Females. 

TotaL 

Depend- 
ante. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

(Mr 
Insane. 

585 

3 

9 

12 

4 

2 

0 

1 

0 

4 
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The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  is  only  one 
elected  member  or  manager  on  the  Board. 


IL— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

Of  the  early  history  of  this  parish,  little  is  known.  Though  it 
is_  generally  understood  that  the  old  church  of  Dyce  was,  pre- 
vious to  the  Reformation,  called  the  chapel  of  St  Fergus,  and 
one  of  the  vicarages  connected  with  the  Rectory  of  KinkeL 
liittle  is  known  concerning  Dyce,  and,  as  all  our  antiquarian 
and  historical  writers  have  only  mentioned  it  as  a  religious 
house,  we  cannot  give  any  further  illustration  of  its  history. 

TIL— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  old  Church  and  burying  ground  stand  on  a  rocky  pro- 
montory formed  by  an  abrupt  winding  of  the  Don.  "  It  is  an 
ancient  building,  and  from  its  iron  cross  on  the  east  end, 
and  its  carved  stone  work  on  the  gables,  we  may  suppose  it  to 
have  been  built  a  considerable  time  prior  to  the  Reformation." 
The  position  of  the  old  church  was  extremelv  inconvenient  for 
the  south-western  districts  of  the  parish,  ana  to  remedv  this,  a 
handsome  church  was  built  a  few  years  ago,  in  a  very  desirable 
position,  about  a  mile  nearer  to  the  Dyce  Junction  Railway 
Station,  but  still  fully  four  miles  by  road  from  the  western 
parts  of  the  parish.  The  Manse  and  Glebe  stand  by  the  old 
church.  The  Manse  and  offices  were  built  in  1830,  and  are 
valued  at  £20  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £10.  The 
schoolmaster's  house  and  warden  are  valued  at  £6  10s.  The 
teinds  amount  to  £113  sterling,  per  annum,  and  the  balance  of 
stipend  is  made  up  to  £150  by  an  allowance  from  the  Exchequer 
under  the  small  stipend  act 

School  Board, — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — John 
G.  C.  Skene,  Esq.  of  ParkhiU,  is  chairman,  James  Christie,  clerk 
and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  5d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism 
taught.  There  is  but  one  school  in  the  parish  under  the 
management  of  the  Board,  with  male  and  female  teachers,  and 
103  scholars. 

Parochial  Registers. — ^The  Rev.  Dr.  W.  R.  Pirie,  late  minister 
of  Dyce,  has  furnished  the  following  interesting  account  of  the 
vital  statistics  of  this  parish,  1840.  He  says, "  ftoni  the  records 
of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials  for  some  time  subsequent 
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to  1646,  it  would  appear  that  thepopulation  of  Djoe  then  mast 
have  been  not  less  numerous  tnan  at  the  present  day,  and 
double  its  amount  when  the  last  Statistical  Account  was  pub- 
lished, 150  years  afterwards.  This  curious  fact  cannot  be 
assigned  to  any  merely  accidental  or  temporary  cause,  since 
these  records,  for  nearly  twenty  years  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  are  preserved;  during  which  time  there  does  not 
appear  any  one  year  to  have  been  a  material  diminution  of  the 
burths  and  marriaffes.  The  burials  are  not  quite  so  accurately 
recorded.  From  the  limited  number  of  places  where  births  and 
marriages  are  mentioned  as  having  occurred,  there  seems  some 
reason  to  conjecture  that  several  small  villages  had  then  existed 
in  the  parish.  Probably  these  villages  were  mostly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  farm  buildings,  where  the  servants  and  others 
had  resided  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  mutual  protection. 
This  would  account  for  farm-steadings  being  called  '  towns,'  in 
this  district  of  Scotland.  Some  of  them,  as  Eirkton,  Beedlies- 
ton,  &c.,  still  retain  the  syllable  in  their  proper  names,  after 
every  vestige  of  a  '  town '  in  their  neighbournood  has  disap- 
peared. After  the  year  1677,  there  are  no  data  by  which  we 
could  form  even  a  probable  conjecture  as  to  the  population  of 
this  j)arish,  till  the  return  made  to  Dr.  Webster,  1755,  which 
gives  it  at  that  time  383.  By  the  last  Statistical  Account,  1795, 
we  find  the  population  still  on  the  decrease,  being  then  stated 
at  352 ;  at  wnich  time,  however,  it  would  appear  to  have  sunk 
to  its  minimum,  having  since  rapidly  and  steadily  increased, 
till,  in  1831,  it  had  reached  620.  During  the  last  ten  years, 
however,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  population  in  this  parish 
has  been  perpetually  fluctuating,  in  proportion  to  the  demand 
for  (juamers.  It  has  not  been  uncommon  to  find  an  increase 
or  dimunition  of  50  or  60  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  The 
permanent  population,  which  appears  to  have  steadily  increased 
(as  has  been  mentioned)  up  to  1831,  (when  it  probably  amounted 
to  more  than  600),  may  now  be  considered  as  diminishing.  This 
is  chiefly  owing  to  the  gradual  removal  of  crofters  fiom  the 
more  highly  ciUtivated  portions  of  the  parish,  either  to  Aber- 
deen where  they  are  employed  by  the  manufacturers,  or  to 
some  other  coimtry  district,  the  barren  patches  which  these 
persons  have  improved  being  (as  their  leases  expire)  incorporated 
with  the  adjoinmg  farms." 

In  1840,  there  were  no  towns  or  villages  in  the  parish ;  and 
by  the  census  of  1841,  the  population  amounted  to  472.  Since 
1860,  the  village  of  Dvce  and  Gordon  Place  sprang  up,  with  a 
population,  in  1871,  of  365.  The  population  of  the  parish,  by 
the  census  of  1861,  was  585 ;  and  by  the  census  of  1871,  945, 
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showing  an  increase  of  360  in  the  ten  years,  which  is  wholly 
due  to  the  village.  As  to  the  character  of  the  people,  Dr.  Pirie 
says  that  they,  "in  general,  possess  a  good  aegree  of  sound 
sense,  and  pernap  even  something  of  that  sarcastic  shrewdness 
which  has  sometimes  been  ascribed  to  the  natives  of  Aberdeen- 
shire. At  the  same  time,  they  rarely  interfere  with  subjects 
unconnected  with  their  own  private  interests  and  domestic 
duties.  That  they  are  a  religious  people  is  most  satisfactorily 
ascertained  by  the  moral  respectabhlity  of  their  private  conduct 
Crimes  cognizable  by  the  civd  authorities  are  unknown.  Drun- 
kenness is  rare.  Charges  of  bastardy  may  at  present  be  averaged 
at  three  in  about  two  years,  and  these  are  not  unusually  cases 
of  relapse  on  the  part  of  the  females, — a  striking  contrast  to 
former  times.  During  the  short  space  of  eleven  weeks  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1645,  (about  the  very  date  which  some  have 
been  pleased  to  esteem  the  golden  era  of  Scotland's  religious 
history),  we  find  from  the  parish  records  more  crimes  of  a 
licentious  character,  occasionally  accompanied  by  heavy  aggra- 
vations, charged  before  the  Kirk-session,  and  admitted  by  the 
parties,  than  naving  occurred  during  the  last  three  years. 

"  The  contrast  is  little  less  strilang  when  we  compare  the 
state  of  crime  at  the  present  time  with  that  in  any  other  portion 
of  our  parish  history  during  the  course  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  The  superstitions  which,  from  the  same  authority, 
we  find  to  have  then  infected  both  clergy  and  people,  are  now 
generally  ridiculed.  If  any  trace  of  superstition  still  remain, 
It  is  rather  practical  than  speculative,  as  in  observing  festival 
days,  or  concealing  a  child's  name  till  baptism,  and  seems 
rather  the  result  of  habit  than  any  religious  prepossession." 

"Poaching  in  game  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent,  but 
more  among  quarriers  and  manufacturers  than  the  permanent 
inhabitants  of  the  district.  There  is  no  poaching  on  the  salmon- 
fisheries,  which  in  this  parish  are  of  little  value."* 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

There  are  several  cairns  in  various  places  throughout  the 
parish,  usually  on  small  eminences,  the  most  jprominent  being 
"  Harvey's  caim  "  on  the  western  ridge  of  (Jaskieben,  which 
stands  at  an  elevation  of  510  feet  above  sea  level  In  some  of 
these  tumuli,  bones  and  urns  of  baked  clay  have  been  found, 
but  tradition  has  not  retained  the  slightest  trace  of  their 
history. 

*  Statistical  Account  of  Dyce,  1S40. 
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On  the  south-eastern  side»  and  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  spurs 
of  Tyrebagger,  there  is  a  Druidical  circle  with  10  rough  granite 
stones  standing  around.  They  are  about  eight  feet  distant  from 
each  other,  the  highest  of  tnem  being  about  10  feet  above 
ground,  and  the  lowest  about  five.  The  largest  of  these  stones 
Ues  along  the  south  side  of  the  circle,  and  from  its  weight 
ai)pears  to  have  crushed  down  the  pediment  on  which  it  had 
been  originally  placed.  On  the  north-east  of  Caskieben,  there  is 
another  large  shapeless  block,  called  the  Gouch,  or  Gouk-stone, 
set  up,  it  is  said,  in  memory  of  a  general  of  that  name,  who  was 
slain  near  it;  and  near  the  same  place  is  the  Quaich-stone, 
built  into  an  old  wall,  but  beyond  the  name  it  has  no  particular 
marks  to  distinguish  it,  and  the  origin  of  its  name  is  entirely 
unknowiL 

In  the  churchyard  wall,  there  is  a  large  oblong  stone  with 
curious  caryings  upon  it,  belieyed  by  some  to  be  a  Kunic  monu- 
ment ;  but  the  cross  which  interlaces  the  mass  of  sculi>ture  with 
which  it  is  inscribed,  seems  to  render  this  suggestion  inadmiss- 
able.  In  all  probability  it  must  haye  constituted  an  ornament 
of  some  former  church,  during  the  times  of  Catholicism. 


PARISH  OF  ECHT. 


Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O^Neil— Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
The  origin  of  the  name  of  this  parish  is  unknown.  Tradition, 
which  is  here  not  yery  well  supported,  refers  the  origin  of  the 
name  to  the  Gaelic  word  Each  (f),  simifying  a  horse,  and  to  the 
natural  instinct  that  animal  is  saia  to  possess  in  finding  out 
water.* 

Bovbndxii^, 
The  parish  of  Echt  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes 
of  Cluny  and  Skene ;  on  the  east  by  Skene  and  Peter  Culter ; 

*  The  tradition  bears,  "  that  a  division  of  an  ancient  Caledonian  anny  having 
encamped  in  this  parish,  the  officers  and  men,  in  the  time  of  a  severe  drought, 
were  reduced  to  great  straits  for  want  of  water,  when  a  horse  which  had  been 
brought  to  the  camp  was  seen  to  gaUop  to  a  spot  where  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  dnnk  ;  and  that,  by  pawing  and  scratching  with  his  feet,  some  signs  of  water 
was  discovered ;  in  which  spot,  a  weU  havmg  been  dug,  afforded  relief  from 
thirst  to  the  army.  In  memory  of  that  event,  this  particular  district,  and  after- 
wards the  purish,  is  said  to  have  been  designated  by  the  above  term.'*— Statis- 
tical Account  of  Echt,  1842. 
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on  the  south  by  Drumoak  and  Banchory-Teman ;  and  on  the 
west  by  Midmar. 

Extent. 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  measured  in  a  direct  line 
from  east  to  west,  is  4f  miles,  and  the  greatest  breadth,  also  in 
a  direct  line  from  south  to  north,  is  4J  miles,  and  the  whole 
area  is  computed  to  be  12,004  acres. 

Topography. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  parish  may  be  called  slightly  un- 
dulating. The  northern  division  consisting  of  a  series  of  gently 
rounded  hills,  commence  with  the  hill  of  Knockquham,  on  the 
west  of  the  loch  of  Skene,  which  is  478  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
rising  up  by  the  hill  of  Wester  Echt,  557  feet,  to  the  top  of  the 
Barmekin,  900  feet,  on  the  west  boundary  of  the  parish  with 
Midmar.  The  lowermost  point  on  the  east  boundary,  is  on  the 
Leuchar  bum,  which  bounds  the  parish  with  Skene,  and  it  is 
252  feet ;  the  hill  of  Eddieston,  on  the  Peter  Culter  boundary, 
is  316  feet,  the  Garlogie  MiUs  are  258  feet,  and  the  loch  of 
Skene  is  275  feet.  Dun-echt  house  is  410  feet,  the  church  of 
Echt  is  332  feet,  and  the  west  boundary  of  the  parish  with 
Midmar  near  Mill  of  Hole,  is  380  feet.  The  lowermost  point 
on  the  Gormack  bum,  which  bounds  the  parish  with  Drumoak, 
is  190  feet,  and  the  highest  point  on  the  hill  of  Fare,  which 
occuj)ies  the  south-west  division,  is  1,330  feet,  and  is  the  highest 
land  in  the  parish.  The  bridge  of  Corskie,  on  the  Alford  turn- 
pike road  is  320  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  bridge  of  Kinner- 
nie,  on  the  same  road,  is  365  feet. 

Oeology  and  Soils. 
The  rocks  which  constitute  the  chief  geological  features  of 
this  parish  are  granite  and  gneiss,  the  former  prevailing.  On 
the  hill  of  Fare,  and  chiefly  on  the  south  and  eastern  slopes  of 
the  hill,  an  immense  quantity  of  tabular  blocks  of  red  granite, 
of  all  sizes,  are  foimd  ;  and  on  the  northern  slopes  of  the  hill, 
much  of  it  is  found  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  The  hill  of 
Fare  CTanite  is  of  a  light  pinkish  colour,  but  on  the  lower 
grounas  tliroughout  the  parish,  granite  of  a  greyish  colour 
IS  to  be  found,  and  it  is  also  found  in  many  places  in  a  state 
of  decomposition,  which  enters  largely  into  the  composition  of 
the  soil  On  the  south-east  and  nortn-west  divisions,  gneiss  is 
found  in  blocks  and  masses,  along  with  beds,  or  veins  of  mica 
slate,  in  a  very  splintery  state.  Bordering  the  loch  of  Skene, 
and  in  the  howe  of  CuUerlie,  there  are  still  large  deposits  of 
peat  earth,  of  good  quality  for  fuel,  which  is  gradually  bccom- 
mg  scarce  in  the  country. 
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Sails, — ^The  soil,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  lower  knolls  and 
hill  slopes,  is  a  light  yellow  loam,  overlying  a  substratum  of 
clay,  largely  mixed  with  decomposed  rock.  The  soil  on  the 
lower  cultivated  ground,  on  TiUyoch,  the  Findarcies,  CuUerlie, 
Brarieswell,  and  bordering  the  Gormack  and  the  Leuchar  bums, 
is  bkck,  and,  for  the  most  part,  of  a  mossy  nature,  incimibent 
upon  gravel  and  worthless  blue  clay ;  and  on  the  higher  hill 
slopes,  the  soil,  although  light,  upon  an  open  gravelly  or  rocky 
subsoil,  is  not  unfertile. 

Hydrography. 

The  bums  of  Kinnemie  and  Corskie  join  at  Waterton  of 
Echt,  and  falling  into  the  loch  of  Skene,  forms  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  parish  with  Cluny  and  Skene.  The  loch  of 
Skene,  and  the  Leuchar  bum  which  flows  from  it,  forms  the 
eastern  boundary  with  Skene,  and  the  Gormack  bum  forms 
the  southern  boundary  with  Drumoak.  The  bum  of  Echt, 
which  is  the  principal  intersecting  stream,  has  its  source  in 
Midmar,  on  the  north  of  Fare,  flows  by  Mill  of  Echt  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  through  the  parish,  and  forms  the  chief 
affluent  stream  of  the  Gormack  bum.  These,  along  with  seve- 
ral minor  streams,  and  numerous  perennial  springs,  most  abim- 
dantly  supply  the  parish  with  water  for  every  domestic  purpose. 
Several  of  them  are  utilized  for  propelling  the  machinery  of 
thrashing  mills,  and  the  bum  of  Echt  propels  the  machinery 
of  the  com  mill  there ;  while  the  water  in  some  of  the  other 
streams  is  used  for  propelling  the  machinery  of  saw  mills.  On 
the  hill  of  Fare,  there  are  several  strong  chalybeate  springs, 
which  have  been  foimd  beneficial  in  scorbutic  and  gravellish 
complaints. 

Arborictdture  and  Botany. 

The  planted  ground  in  this  parish  extends,  it  is  said,  to  about 
one  fourth  of  its  whole  extent,  or  about  3,000  acres.*  The 
older  plantations  chiefly  lie  upon  Dun-echt,  and  in  the  north 
and  west  division,  including  the  extensive  plantations  on  the 
Barmekin,  and  its  north-easterly  ridge,  cover  a  large  area  of 
ground.  The  younger  plantations  are  those  upon  the  north 
and  eastern  slopes  of  the  hill  of  Fare,  which  also  cover  a  large 
area.  Around  Dun-echt,  and  in  the  "  Howe,"  the  older  planta- 
tions have  been  judiciously  arranged  both  for  ornament  and 
shelter,  and  their  bounding  lines  well  laid  out  to  suit  the 
undulating  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  agricultural  conven- 

•  In  the  end  of  the  last  century,  there  were  not  150  acres  of  planted  gronnd 
in  the  parish  ;  but  on  the  estate  of  Echt  alone,  upwards  of  2,000  acres  hiul  been 
plantea  prior  to  1840. 
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ience  of  working  the  land.  The  chief  plantations  consist  of 
Scots  fir,  and  they  generally  occupy  the  higher  planted  ground, 
that  is  the  slopes  of  the  hill  of  Fare,  and  the  cone  of  tne  Bar- 
mekin.  The  lower  detached  clumps  and  belts  of  planting  are 
mixed  with  larch,  spruce,  ash,  elm,  beech,  and  other  fcrest 
trees,  while  in  the  large  plantations  more  immediately  sur- 
roimding  the  mansion  of  Dun-echt,  there  is  a  fine  variety  of  all 
sorts,  including  oak,  birch,  alder,  plane,  limes,  and  chestnut 
trees.  The  plantations  on  the  soutn-eastem  slopes  of  Fare,  on 
Cullerlie,  coasist  of  mixed  Scots  firs  and  larch  of  only  a  few 
years  growth.  Those  planted  in  clumps  and  belts  on  the  lower 
ground  about  20  years  ago,  have  a  very  promising  appearance, 
and  have  effected  a  great  improvement  on  this  bleak  comer  of 
the  parish — where  formerly  there  was  nought  but  some  birch 
scrub,  stony  heaths,  and  peat  bogs. 

Botany. — ^The  parish  is  not  deficient  in  variety  of  Vegetable 
productions  of  the  usual  native  species,  which  are  common 
throughout  the  country,  but  there  are  no  rare  plants  to  be  found 
in  it  worthy  of  notice. 

Farms  and  Farming, 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 

Ka  ttt  mod  ftboFO     Na  «t  and  abore     Mo.  at  and  abore     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  abovB 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £60.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

24  22  24  24  39 

And  12  oocnpants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Echt,  year  187273,  £6,631    3  11 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         681    0    0 

Do.        Shootinss,  where  let, 40    0    0 

Do.        Milk,  Shops,  Inns,  Market  Customs,  &c.,        .        .  105  13  10 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  yidue,  .        .  225    9    8 

Total  value, £7,683    7    6 

Land  oiunera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Riffht  Hon.  Lord  Lindsay,  Estate  of  Eoht. 
Colonel  Thomas  Innes  of  Cullerlie. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  13  in  number. 

Farmina. — On  most  of  the  farms  renting  £50  a-year  and 
upwards,  the  houses  are  all  slated,  and  many  of  them  are  of  a 
superior  description,  having  every  convenience  for  the  rearing 
and  feeding  of  stock,  and  tnrashing  mills  attached,  which  are 
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Soils, — The  soil,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  lower  knolls  and 
hill  slopes,  is  a  light  yellow  loam,  overlying  a  substratmn  of 
clay,  largely  mixed  with  decomposed  rock.  The  soil  on  the 
lower  cultivated  ground,  on  Tillyoch,  the  Findarcies,  CuUerlie, 
Bragieswell,  and  bordering  the  Gormack  and  the  Leuchar  bums, 
is  black,  and,  for  the  most  part,  of  a  mossy  nature,  incumbent 
upon  gravel  and  worthless  blue  clay ;  ana  on  the  higher  hiU 
slopes,  the  soil,  although  light,  upon  an  open  gravelly  or  rocky 
suDsoU,  is  not  unfertile. 

Hydroffraj^y, 

The  bums  of  Kinnemie  and  Corskie  join  at  Waterton  of 
Echt,  and  falling  into  the  loch  of  Skene,  forms  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  parish  with  Cluny  and  Skene.  The  loch  of 
Skene,  and  the  Leuchar  bum  which  flows  from  it,  forais  the 
eastern  boundary  with  Skene,  and  the  Gormack  bum  forms 
the  southern  boundary  with  Drumoak.  The  bum  of  Echt, 
which  is  the  principal  intersecting  stream,  has  its  source  in 
Midmar,  on  the  nortn  of  Fare,  flows  by  Mill  of  Echt  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  through  the  parish,  and  forms  the  chief 
affluent  stream  of  the  Gormack  bum.  These,  along  with  seve- 
ral minor  streams,  and  numerous  perennial  springs,  most  abun- 
dantly supply  the  parish  with  water  for  every  domestic  purpose. 
Several  of  tnem  are  utilized  for  propelling  the  machinery  of 
thrashing  mills,  and  the  bum  of  Echt  propels  the  machinery 
of  the  com  mill  there ;  while  the  water  in  some  of  the  other 
streams  is  used  for  propelling  the  machinery  of  saw  mills.  On 
the  hill  of  Fare,  there  are  several  strong  chalybeate  springs, 
which  have  been  foimd  beneficial  in  scorbutic  and  gravellish 
complaints. 

ArhoricuLture  and  Botany. 

Tlie  planted  ^ound  in  this  parish  extends,  it  is  said,  to  about 
one  fourth  of  its  whole  extent,  or  about  3,000  acres.*  The 
older  plantations  chiefly  lie  upon  Dun-echt,  and  in  the  north 
and  west  division,  including  tiie  extensive  plantations  on  the 
Barmekin,  and  its  north-easterly  ridge,  cover  a  large  area  of 
ground.  The  younger  plantations  are  those  upon  the  north 
and  eastern  slopes  of  the  hill  of  Fare,  which  also  cover  a  large 
area.  Around  Dun-echt,  and  in  the  "  Howe,"  the  older  planta- 
tions have  been  judiciously  arranged  both  for  ornament  and 
shelter,  and  their  bounding  lines  well  laid  out  to  suit  the 
undulating  nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  agricultural  conven- 

*  In  the  end  of  the  last  century,  there  were  not  150  acres  of  planted  ground 
in  the  Darish  ;  but  on  the  estate  of  Echt  alone,  upwards  of  2,000  acres  \iwl  been 
plantea  prior  to  1S40. 
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ience  of  working  the  land.  The  chief  plantations  consist  of 
Scots  fir,  and  they  generally  occupy  the  higher  planted  mround, 
that  is  the  slopes  of  the  hill  of  Fare,  and  the  cone  of  tne  Bar- 
mekin.  The  lower  detached  clumps  and  belts  of  planting  are 
mixed  with  larch,  spruce,  ash,  elm,  beech,  and  other  mrest 
trees,  while  in  the  large  plantations  more  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  mansion  of  Dun-echt,  there  is  a  fine  variety  of  all 
sorts,  including  oak,  birch,  alder,  plane,  limes,  and  chestnut 
trees.  The  plantations  on  the  soutn-eastem  slopes  of  Fare,  on 
Cullerlie,  consist  of  mixed  Scots  firs  and  larch  of  only  a  few 
years  growth.  Those  planted  in  clumps  and  belts  on  the  lower 
ground  about  20  years  ago,  have  a  very  promising  appearance, 
and  have  effected  a  great  improvement  on  this  bleak  comer  of 
the  parish — where  formerly  there  was  nought  but  some  birch 
scrub,  stony  heaths,  and  peat  bogs. 

Botany, — ^The  parish  is  not  deficient  in  variety  of  Vegetable 
productions  of  the  usual  native  species,  which  are  common 
throughout  the  country,  but  there  are  no  rare  plants  to  be  found 
in  it  worthy  of  notice. 

Farms  and  Farming, 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

Na  ftt  and  above     Vo,  at  and  abore     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above 

£100  £60  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rant        and  under  £100.       and  under  £60.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

24  22  24  24  39 

And  12  occapants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valoation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Echt,  year  1872-73,  £6,631    3  U 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands   681    0    0 

Do.       Shootinfls,  where  let» 40    0    0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  Inns,  Market  Customs,  Jtc.,        .        .  105  13  10 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  .        .  225    9    8 

Total  value, £7,683    7    6 

Land  onmers  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lindsay,  Estate  of  Echt. 
Colonel  Thomas  Innes  of  Cullerlie. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  13  in  number. 

Farming, — On  most  of  the  farms  renting  £50  a-year  and 
upwards,  the  houses  are  all  slated,  and  many  of  tlicm  are  of  a 
superior  description,  having  every  convenience  for  the  rearing 
and  feeding  of  stock,  and  tnrashing  mills  attached,  which  are 
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propelled  either  by  water  or  horse  power.    The  whole,  or  nearly 
the  whole  eultivated  land  in  the  parish  is  substantially  enclose<*l 
by  stone  dykes,  the  enclosures  oeinff  generally  well  supplie<l 
with  water,  and  mostly  well  sheltere<L     On  the  estate  of  Echt, 
and  between  the  years  1820  and  1840,  upwards  of  2,000  acres 
of  waste  land  had  been  reclaimed,  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  the 
pronrietor.    Besides  the  reclaimation  of  land  during  that  period, 
roads  were  made,  houses  had  been  built,  and  fences  erected ; 
and,  in  many  instances,  the  ^ound  Iiad  to  be  cleared  of  a 
superabundance  of  stones  which  cumbered  the  ground ;  but 
in  some  cases  only  to  be  brought  back  to  be  used  in  draining 
the  land  more  efficiently.    More  recently,  considerable  improve- 
ments have  been  made  m  drainage,  and  m  deepening  the  arterial 
outfalls  in  the  CuUerlie,  or  soutnem  division  of  the  parish,  and 
to  the  district  drained  by  the  Gormack  burn  and  its  tributaries. 
Here  larffe  sums  have  been  expended  in  making  efficient  out- 
falls, and  on  trenching  and  draining,  but  more  especially  in 
drying  the  peat  swamps  which  extend  for  miles  along  the 
course  of  the  stream,  both  in  the  parish  of  Echt  and  that  of 
Drumoak. 

The  duration  of  leases  is  generally  for  19  years.  The  system 
of  farming  being  chiefly  the  fifth-shift  course.  Formerly  the 
seven  years  course  of  cropping  was  practised,  but  latterly  the 
former  rotation,  and  that  oi  the  sixth  has  been  adopted. 

Roads. 

The  Skene  and  Alford  turnpike  road  skirts  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  parish,  from  Waterton  of  Echt,  to  Kinnemie  ; 
the  Aberdeen  and  Tarland  turnpike  road  intersects  the  central 
division,  by  the  Kirktown,  from  the  Mills  of  Garlogie,  in  Skene, 
to  near  Mill  of  Hole,  in  Midmar ;  and  the  Raemoir  turnpike 
intersects  the  southern  division,  also  from  (xarlogie  Mills,  to  the 
Wicker  Inn,  in  Banchory-Teman.  These  three  turnpikes,  aloncf 
with  a  very  convenient  cross  road,  which  leads  from  the  Alfora 
road  at  Waterton  of  Echt,  to  the  Kirktown,  and  thence  south- 
ward to  the  Raemoir  road  at  CuUerlie,  afiford  the  most  ample 
accommodation  that  the  parish  or  district  requires. 

The  church  of  Echt  is  distant  about  12  miles  from  Aberdeen, 
by  the  turnpike  road.  The  nearest  railway  station  (seven  miles) 
is  that  of  Park,  on  the  Deeside  Railway,  and  it  is  11  miles  from 
Aberdeen. 

Mansion  Houses, 

The  grounds  surrounding  the  residence  of  Dun-echt  occupy 
a  large  space  in  the  north-eastern  comer  of  the  parish  on  open 
rising  ground,  with  gentle  slopes  to  the  north  and  south-west, 
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and  near  to  the  site  of  the  former  mansion  house  of  Echt 
(Housedale),  which  was  built  in  1820.*  Dun-echt,  which,  in 
Graeiic,  signifies  the  horse's  castle,  or,  the  horse's  fort,  is  an  elegant 
modem  mansion,  built  about  25  years  ago,  by  the  present  noble 
owner  of  the  estate.  The  style  of  the  building  is  Grecian.  The 
building  is  of  native  granite,  and  as  a  whole,  there  are  few 
houses  to  surpass  it  in  modern  architecture  in  the  north.  The 
interior  is  beautifully  and  costly  fitted  up.  Amongst  the  more 
noticeable  features  are  the  private  sanctuary  of  the  family,  the 
observatory,  and  the  suites  of  domiciles  for  attendants,  and  for 
domestic  purposes,  are  within  the  back  portion  of  the  building. 
The  Manse  and  Church  of  Echt  stand  nearly  in  the  centre  of 
the  parish,  with  about  4  J  acres  of  glebe  attached.  It  is  an 
elegant,  sulDstantial,  modern  building,  and  contains  every  neces- 
sary convenience.  The  Church  wasbuilt  in  1804?,  and  is  seated 
for  about  600. 

InTis  and  Alehouses, 

There  are  two  Inns  in  the  parish,  one  at  the  Kirktown  of 
Echt,  and  the  other  at  Waterton,  the  latter  being  the  9th  polling 
place  for  West  Aberdeenshire.  At  the  Kirktown,  where  the 
monthly  markets  are  held,  there  is  the  inn,  post  office,  and 
shops,  and  an  agency  of  the  Aberdeen  Town  and  County  Bank 
An  omnibus  runs  to  and  from  Aberdeen  every  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday, Friday,  and  Saturday ;  and  the  Cluny  coach  to  Aber- 
deen passes  and  repasses  Waterton  daily. 

Markets  and  Fairs. 

Four  Markets  are  held  annually  on  the  Echt  market  stance, 
viz.,  one  on  the  2nd  Monday  in  May,  for  hiring ;  one  in  July, 
on  the  Monday  before  St.  Sair's ;  one  on  the  last  Tuesday  m 
October  (0.  S.) ;  and  one  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  Nevember,  for 
hiring,  and  the  sale  of  cattle ;  other  eight  Markets  are  held  for 
the  sale  of  cattle,  grain,  &a,  on  the  1st  Monday  of  the  months 
of  January,  February,  March,  April,  June,  August,  September, 
and  December. 

*  "  It  stands  near  the  site  of  tlie  former  mansion,  in  a  park  containing  80  acres. 
The  grounds  are  laid  out  with  superior  taste,  and  as  soon  as  the  young  trees  have 
attained  to  a  proper  size,  the  effect  will  be  delightful.  To  promote  this,  and  to 
obtain  early  snelter  for  the  house,  Mr.  Forbes  has  transplanted  145  large  trees, 
on  the  plan  of  Sir  Henry  Steuart  of  Allanton;  Bart.  These  trees  consist  of  oak, 
ash,  beech,  elm,  gean,  plum,  thorn,  and  maple,  of  which  only  four  or  five  have 
died.  The  size  of  the  trees  runs  from  15  to  45  feet  in  height."— Statistical  Ac- 
count of  the  parish  of  Echt,  1842. 
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Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITmiE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  ECHT  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  14th  IdAY,  1871. 
Reoeipta  from  volantary  Contribatioiis  ftnd  Church 

Collections, £353    9    0 

Do.    from  MortificaUonB,  and  all  other  aoaroes,        4  15    34 


£358     4    3i 


Expfndiiure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casnal  Poor,         .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£248  13 

18    9 

8    8 

18    0 

64  13 


3* 

4 
5 
0 
3 


£358    4    3| 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


PopulAUon 

In 

1801. 

Relieved  during  the  ymr. 

Died  or  oeaaed  to 
receive  relief. 

Carnal  Poor. 

1 

scales. 

Fenudea. 

'n>Ud. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 

anta. 

Other 
OMual 
Poor. 

Depend- 

anta. 

or 
loaaoe. 

i 

1,287 

8 

18 

26 

34 

3 

7 

7 

10 

0 

Echt  is  an  unassessed  parish. 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 


The  chief  historical  event  connected  with  this  parish  or  district 
is  the  battle  of  Corrichie,  which  was  fought  on  the  28th  of 
October,  1562.  It  seems  to  have  been  brought  about  by  the 
ambitious  desi^  of  Greorge,  fourth  Earl  of  Huntly,  who  in- 
trigued to  obtam  the  hand  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  Mary  for 
his  son  Sir  John  Gordon ;  and  at  the  same  time,  to  obtain  for 
himself  the  reins  of  power  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
his  rival,  the  Earl  of  Mar,  the  Queen's  half  brother,  who,  bv  her, 
had  recently  been  created  Earl  of  Moray,  a  title  previously  be- 
stowed upon,  but  afterwards  withdrawn  by  her  mother,  the 
Queen  Regent,  jfrom  this  same  Earl  of  Huntly. 

The  following  account  is  partlv  jfrom  Maitland's  History : — 
"  Huntley,  thus  perceiving  that  all  hopes  of  reconciling  himself 
to  her  Majesty  was  lost  (his  enemy,  too,  the  Earl  of  Mar  being 
created  the  Earl  of  Murray),  assembled  all  his  Mends,  and  ap- 
proached Aberdeen,  trusting  to  the  aft'ections  of  the  citizens  of 


CIVIL  HISTORY. — PARISH  OF  ECHT.  513 

that  place,  and  the  secret  intelligence  he  had  obtained  of  the 
Queen's  aftairs,  through  the  Earl  of  Sutherland^nd  Leslie  of 
Buquhane,  who  attended  the  court."  But  being  informed  that 
their  correspondence  was  cKscovered,  and  that  Leslie  was  taken, 
he  began  to  retreat ;  till,  hearing  that  the  Earl  of  Murray  was 
at  his  heels,  he  determined  to  fight ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  he 
retired  to  the  forest  of  Corrichie,  a  marshy  hollow,  and  a  place 
almost  surrounded  by  high  hills.  It  was  not  long  before  Mur- 
ray came  in  view  on  the  northern  heights  of  Fare,  and  joined 
battle.  At  the  commencement  of  the  action,  Murray's  van- 
guard, which  consisted  of  Forbesses,  Leshes,  and  other  northern 
men  favourable  to  Huntly,  and  as  many  of  his  foot  were  both 
dubious  friends  and  open  foes,  he  had  certainly  been  defeated, 
had  not  his  cavalry,  led  by  the  Earl  of  Morton  and  Lord  Lind- 
say, with  levelled  spears  sustained  the  shock  of  the  pursuing 
Himtleans,  and  witn  their  lances,  which  they  had  unwarily 
thrown  away,  Murray's  firm  battalion  drove  them  back  to  the 
forest,  where  they  completely  routed  the  Gordons. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  says,  that  Murray  "  did  not  allow  the  nor- 
thern clans  to  mix  their  doubtful  succours  with  his  resolute 
battalion,  and  the  event  showed  the  wisdom  of  his  precaution. 
Huntly  approached,  and  encountered  the  northern  troops,  his 
allies  and  neighbours,  who  offered  little  or  no  resistance.  They 
fled  tumultuously  towards  Murray's  main  body,  pursued  by  the 
Gordon's,  who  tnrew  away  their  spears,  drew  their  swords,  and 
advanced  in  disorder,  as  to  an  assured  victory.  In  this  tumult 
they  encountered  the  resistance  of  Murray's  firm  battalion  of 
spearmen,  who  received  the  attack  in  close  order,  and  with  a 
oetermined  resolution.  The  Gordons  were  repulsed  in  their 
turn ;  and  those  clans  who  had  before  fled,  seeing  they  were 
about  to  lose  the  day,  returned  with  sprigs  of  heaflier  in  their 
caps,  which  they  used  to  distin^ish  them,  fell  upon  the  Gor- 
dons, and  completed  Murray's  victory." 

In  this  conflict,  Buchanan  says,  that "  the  Earl  of  Huntly 
was  taken  prisoner,  with  his  two  sons  John  and  Adam.  Huntly, 
being  a  corpulent  man,  was  smothered  in  the  crowd ; "  and  the 
author  of  the  "  Innocence  of  Mary,"  writes,  that  he  was  murdered 
by  the  express  orders  of  Murray.  In  whatever  manner,  how- 
ever, Huntly  was  killed,  and  certain  it  is  that  Sir  John  Gordon 
was  pubhcly  beheaded  at  Aberdeen,  three  days  after  the  battle, 
when  his  winning  aspect  and  valorous  deportment  on  the 
scaffold  drew  tears  from  the  spectators.  Sir  Walter  Scott  affirms 
that  "  The  body  of  Huntly,  a  man  lately  esteemed  one  of  the 
bravest,  wisest,  and  most  powerful  in  Scotland,  was  afterwards 
brought  into  a  court  of  justice,  meanly  arrayed  in  a  doublet  of 

2a 
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coarse  canvas,  that  the  sentence  of  a  traitor  might  be  prononnce^l 
over  the  senseless  corpse." 

The  Queen,  who  was  at  Aberdeen  during  the  battle,  beheld, 
with  tears,  Sir  John  Gordon  beheaded  on  the  Castle«gate,  and  on 
her  way  southwards,  soon  after,  viewed  the  scene  of  action  from 
a  seat  or  niche  in  the  face  of  a  huge  boulder  of  granite,  which 
still  retains  the  name  of  the  Queen's  Chair.* 

The  ballad  of  the  "  Battle  of  Corrichie  "  is  said  to  have  been 
written  by  John  Forbes,  schoolmaster  of  Mary  Culter,  and  the 
version  we  eive  below  is  from  Professor  Aytoun's  Ballads  of 
Scotland,  Emtion  of  18G1 : — 

'*  MuRN  ye  heighlands,  and  mum  ye  leigUands, 

I  trow  ye  hae  meikle  need ; 
For  the  bonnie  bum  o'  Corrichie, 

Hu  ran  this  day  wi'  bleid. 
The-hopefu'  Laird  o'  Finlater, 

Erie  Huntley's  gallant  son. 
For  the  love  be  bare  our  beauteous  queene. 

Has  gar'd  fair  Scotland  moan. 

He  has  broken  his  ward  in  Aberdeen, 

Thro*  dreid  o'  the  fause  Murray, 
And  has  gather'd  the  gentle  Gordon  clan. 

And  his  father,  aula  Huntley. 
Fain  wad  he  tak' 

And  bear  her  i 
But  Murray's  slee  wiles  spoilt  a  the  sport. 

And  reft  him  o'  life  and  limb. 


W*  our  bonny  gude  queene, 
•  awa*  wi'  hun  ; 


Murray  gar'd  raise  the  tardy  Meam's  men. 

An'  Angus  and  mony  mair  ; 
Erie  Morton,  and  the  fayres  Ix)rd  lindsay  ; 

And  campit  at  the  Hill  o'  Fair. 
Erie  Huntley  cam'  wi'  Haddo  Gordon, 

An'  countit  ane  thousand  men  ; 
But  Murray  had  abune  twal  hunder 

Wi'  sax  score  horsemen  and  ten. 

They  sounded  the  bugles  an'  the  trumpets, 

And  marched  on  in  brave  array  ; 
Till  the  spears  and  the  axes  forgather'd. 

An'  they  did  begin  the  fray. 

*  In  Gaelic,  Clach-hhanj  from  dacJi^  a  stone,  and  Ihan^  a  woman.  There  is 
a  similar  stone  upon  a  kno]l  on  ridge  of  Ben-avon,  called  Meal-a-ghaneivih,  or 
*'  the  hill  of  sand,"  near  the  boundary  between  Braemar  and  Kirkmichael.  The 
lower  face  of  the  rock  is  about  20  feet  in  height,  but  the  upper  rises  only  a  few 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  In  the  face  of  the  rock^  and  near  the  top 
of  it,  a  space  equal  to  two  seats  appear  to  have  been  cut  out  in  the  shape  of  an 
arm  chair.  This  stone  is  visited  by  pregnant  women  from  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  who  are  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  after  being  chaired  m  this  seat, 
the  pains  of  travail  would  become  easy  to  them,  and  other  obstetrical  assistance 
Would  be  unnecessary.  In  the  end  of  August,  1836,  the  writer  witnessed  the 
chaiHng  of  twelve  full  bodied  women,  who  had,  that  morning,  come  from  Spey- 
udo,  over  20  miles,  to  undergo  the  operation* 
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The  Gordons  so  fierclie  did  fecht  it» 

Withouten  terror  or  dreid  ; 
That  mony  o'  Murray's  men  lay  gaspin. 

And  dyed  the  ground  wi'  their  bluid. 

Then  fause  Murray  feignit  to  flee  them. 

And  they  pursued  at  his  back, 
When  the  half  o'  the  Gordons  deserCed, 

And  turned  wi'  Murray  in  a  crack. 
Wi'  heather  in  their  bonnets  they  tum'd. 

The  traitor  Haddo  at  their  heiMl, 
An'  slay'd  their  brothers  and  their  fathers, 

An'  spoiled  and  left  them  dead. 

Then  Murray  cried  to  tak'  the  auld  Gordon, 

An'  mony  ane  ran  wi'  speed  ; 
But  Stuart  o'  Inchbreck  had  him  sticket. 

An'  out  Kosh'd  the  fat  lurdane's*  bluid. 
They  took  his  twa  sons,  quick  and  haill, 

Aja'  bare  them  awa  to  Aberdeen ; 
But  sair  did  our  good  queene  lament 

The  waefu  chance  tnat  they  were  ta'en. 

Erie  Murray  lost  many  a  gallant  stout  man. 

The  hopefu'  laird  o*  Thomitoune, 
Pittarrow's  sons,  and  Egli's  far-fear'd  laird, 

And  mair  to  me  unken'd  fell  doune. 
Erie  Huntly  miss'd  ten  score  o'  his  braw  men. 

Some  o'  heigh,  and  some  o'  leigh  desree  ; 
Skene's  youngest  son,  the  pride  o'  a'  the  clan. 

Was  there  found  deid,  he  wadna  flee. 

This  bloody  fecht  was  fiercely  fought, 

October's  aught-and-twenty  day, 
Christ's  fifteen  hunder,  three  score  year. 

And  twa,  will  mark  the  deidlie  fiay. 
But  now  the  day  maist  waefu'  cam. 

That  day  the  queene  did  greet  her  fill ; 
For  Huntfev's  gallant  stalwart  son. 

Was  headed  on  the  headin'  hill. 

Five  noble  (cordons  wi'  him  hangit  were. 

Upon  the  samen  fatal  plaine  ; 
Cruel  Murray  gar'd  the  waefu'  queene  look  out. 

And  see  her  lover  and  leiges  slain. 
I  wish  our  queene  had  better  friends, 

I  wish  our  country  better  peace  ; 
I  wish  our  lords  wad  na  discord, 

I  wish  our  wars  at  hame  may  cease." 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Church  stands  in  the  village  of  Echt,  and  is  very  con- 
veniently situated  for  the  greater  part  of  the  population.  The 
stipend  is  X117  Os.  4d.  Tincluding  allowance  for  communion 
elements),  88  bolls  1  firlot  oatmeal ;  4  bolls  2  firlots  2  and 

*  *'  LonlMie,'*  a  hmry  ttupld  fellow. 
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two-fifth  pecks  bear ;  and  1  firlot  2  and  two-fifth  pecks  malt, 
payable  by  the  fiars*  prices  of  the  County.  The  teinds  are 
valued  and  exhausted.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are 
valued  at  X30  a-year,  and  the  Glel>e  and  rarden  at  XI 2.  The 
Free  Church  and  Manse  stands  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the 
village,  and  the  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  £18. 

The  parish  school  and  schoolmaster's  house  stands  in  tlie 
village.  The  schoolmaster  has  the  legal  accommodation,  with 
£31  of  salary,  and  school  fees,  and  a  share  of  the  Dick  bequest. 

School  Board — ^There  arefivememlwrs  on  the  Board — Colonel 
Innes  of  Leamey,  chairman,  James  Farquhar,  Old  Echt,  clerk. 
School  Rate,  4d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There 
are  four  schools  in  the  parish,  but  no  return  of  the  number  of 
scholars  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education. 

Parochial  Reaisters, — ^The  earUest  begins  in  1642,  and  they 
appear  to  have  been  regularly  kept  up  to  the  present  date. 

legacies,  Jkc. — ^The  poor  on  the  estate  of  CuUerlie  have  a  right 
to  an  annuity  of  10  merks,  Scots,  left  by  the  late  Mr.  Dufl*  of 
Premnay.  The  late  William  Forbes  of  Echt  left  £100  to  the 
kirk-session,  to  which  the  poor  on  the  estate  of  Echt  have  a 
preferable  claim.  The  kirk-session  have  also  the  management 
of  the  interest  of  £40,  bequeathed  by  a  Mr.  Thomson  of  BMichoiy 
to  poor  persons  of  the  name  of  Reith,  or  Mennie,  or  to  relations 
of  the  testator.  The  late  Mr.  Alexander  Forbes,  a  merchant  in 
the  parish,  bequeathed  £200  to  the  poor.    He  died  in  1837. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

On  the  Barmekin,  or  Bamiken-hill,  there  is  an  ancient  camp, 
or  fortification  of  a  circular  form,  on  the  top  of  the  hOL  The 
entrenchments  and  rampart-walls  which  surround  the  sunmiit, 
are  five  in  number,  and  altogether  occupy  an  area  of  about  6  J 
acres.  The  inner  circle,  which  occupies  an  area  of  about  two 
acres,  is  quite  flat,  and  all  the  enclosing  walls  are  regularly 
formed  of  rubble  stones,  without  any  appearance  of  cementing 
matter ;  and,  though  more  or  less  fallen  into  ruins,  they  appear 
to  have  been  originally  of  great  strength.  The  two  outer  ditches 
or  entrenchments  are  about  nine  feet  in  breadth,  and  the  ram- 
part-walls, especially  the  two  surrounding  the  inner  circle, 
exhibit  great  care  and  strength  in  construction,  they  being 
about  12  feet  thick  at  base,  of  which  several  feet  in  height  stifi 
remain  entire.  Two  gate-ways,  one  on  the  south-west,  and  the 
other  on  the  north-east,  appear  to  have  been  constnicted  in  an 
oblique  direction,  and  of  better  selected  materials.     On  the  top 
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of  the  Calton-hill  (572  feet),  which  is  due  south  of  the  Barme- 
kin,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  large  cairn,  and  circular  entrench- 
ment, about  60  feet  in  diameter,  at  one  time  surrounded  by 
large  upright  stones,  and  in  the  centre  cairn  there  were  five 
large  stones,  supposed  to  be  sepulchral  monuments.  On  the 
north  ridge  of  the  Barmekin,  and  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  camp,  is  the  "  Ordes  Cairn,"  which  is  now  surrounded  by 
trees.  On  the  farm  of  Old  Wester  Echt,  there  are  three  stand- 
ing stones  which  have  every  appearance  of  being  part  of  a 
Druidical  circle  ;  and  on  the  farm  of  Tilly om,  on  Cuuerlie,  there 
is  a  hollow  in  the  shape  of  a  horse  shoe,  which  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Fusee."  In  the  north-eastern  comer  ot  the 
parish,  also  upon  the  estate  of  Cullerlie,  there  is  Gordon's  Moss, 
where  it  is  said  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  a  number  of  his 
followers  were  killed  in  the  retreat  from  the  battle  of  Corrichie. 
An  ancient  spear  was  dug  up  on  the  estate  of  Echt,  in  1837.  It 
appears  to  have  been  made  of  bronze,  is  2  fe^  3  inches  long, 
the  broadest  part  of  blade  is  If  inch,  and  weighs  4  lbs.  2^  oz. 


PARISH  OF  ELLON. 


Presbttert  of  Ellon — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
The  name  Ellon,  in  Gaelic,  EUean,  signifies  "  an  island,"  but, 
in  general,  another  word  is  attached,  which  may  be  explained 
by  the  following  examples, — such  as  JEilean-aigas,  in  the  county 
of  Inverness,  which  means  the  island  of  the  water  or  stream, 
EUean-an-duTum,  in  the  county  of  Koss,  which  means  the 
island  of  the  smaU  castle,  and  EUean-a/n-^righef  on  the  river 
Garry,  in  Perthshire,  means,  tJie  king's  island,  A  small  island 
in  the  river  Ythan,  near  the  village,  indicates  the  position  of 
the  ferry  formerly  used  on  the  principal  road  leading  from 
Aberdeen  to  the  north-eastern  parts  of  the  County,  and  an  in- 
scription on  the  old  communion  cups,  presented  to  the  kirk- 
session  by  the  Forbesses  of  Waterton,  the  name  is  written 
EUean,  tend  to  support  the  origin  of  the  name  assigned  to  the 
parish. 

Boundaries. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Old  and  New 
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Deer ;  on  the  cast  by  Cruden  and  Logie-Buchan ;  on  the  soutli 
by  Logie-Buclian ;  and  on  the  west  by  Udny,  Tarves,  and 
Methlick« 

Extent 

The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  measured  in  a  direct  lin«^ 
from  south  to  north,  is  8  J  miles ;  and  the  greatest  breadth  firom 
east  to  west,  also  in  a  direct  line,  is  5^  miles ;  and  the  whole 
area  is  estimated  to  be  18,568  acres. 

Tojxxfraphy, 
The  general  appearance  of  the  surface  is  undulating,  north 
of  the  \  than  it  is  nilly,  and  owing  to  the  level  character  of  the 
country  between  the  parish  and  the  German  Ocean,  the  hills 
appear  to  be  of  greater  altitude  than  they  really  are.  The 
highest  land  in  the  parish  of  Ellon,  south  ot  the  Tl  than,  is  the 
hiU  of  Cross-stone,  and  it  is  217  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the 
Lodge  of  Esslemont,  on  the  Udny  road,  is  190  feet.  Spring- 
tides flow  within  a  few  feet  of  the  bridge  of  Ellon ;  the  cliureh 
is  39  feet,  the  railway  station  is  58  feet,  and  the  highest  iK)int 
on  the  Ythan,  at  Douglashead  of  Ardlethen,  is  34  feet  above  sea 
level.  The  Elphin-hiU  is  450  feet,  the  house  of  Dudwick  is 
about  410  feet,  and  the  hill  of  that  name,  on  the  borders  of 
Cruden,  is  562  feet,  being  the  highest  land  in  the  parish. 

Geology  and  Soils, 

The  rocks  which  appear  in  the  valley  of  the  Ythan  consist  of 
eneiss  of  several  varieties,  both  in  structure  and  composition, 
but  in  its  ordinary  mineralogical  sense,  it  is  of  the  usual  ternary 
compound  of  felspar,  quartz,  and  mica,  and  is  in  general  small 
granular.  From  the  shelving  rocks  on  the  river,  on  the  Logie- 
Buchan  boundary,  the  strata  appears  to  have  a  south-westerly 
direction,  and  to  occupy  the  central  and  south  division  of  the 
parish.  The  central  higher  district  north  of  the  Ythan  is  tra- 
versed by  veins,  or  beds,  of  greyish  granite,  and  on  the  more 
northerly  hills  bordering  Old  Deer  and  Cruden,  the  ruck 
approaches  nearly  to  pure  quartz.  Gneiss  forming  the  largest 
tract  of  primitive  rock  in  the  parish,  we  may  mention  that 
when  it  becomes  more  immediately  associated  with  the  granite, 
it  loses  its  schistose  stratified  disposition,  and  becomes  more 
granitic  in  its  structure.  In  other  places  where  the  mica  is 
largely  distributed,  the  rock  becomes  laminar,  approacliing  to 
mica  slate ;  but,  where  the  mica  occurs  only  in  small  quantity, 
or  is  entirely  absent,  it  then  becomes  destitute  of  laminar  dis- 
posal, and  is  more  like  a  true  compact  felspar. 

Soils. — In  the  valleys  along  the  river  and  its  tributary  streams, 
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the  soil  is  of  an  alluvial  description,  resting  upon  ^eiss  rock 
and  beds  of  open  boulder  gravel,  and  generally  is  ot  a  produc- 
tive nature.  Soutb  of  the  Ythan,  the  soil  on  the  higher  ground 
consists  of  light  yellow  loam,  largely  mixed  with  small  frag- 
ments of  disintegrated  rock  and  stony  clay,  with  some  large 
deposits  of  diluvial  clay  on  the  lower  ground.  On  the  western 
divison,  from  the  Ythan  to  Arnage,  the  soil  generallv  consists 
of  a  pretty  strong  clay  loam  of  a  productive  nature,  fcut  much 
impeded  with  rocks  rising  to  the  surface,  and  on  the  eastern 
division,  there  are  large  deposits  of  clay  of  a  very  retentive 
quality,  such  as  the  roots  of  vegetables  can  hardly  penetrate, 
and  much  of  it  is  not  very  productive  through  a  want  of 
aluminous  matter.  In  the  more  northern  districts  of  the 
l>arish,  the  soil  is  black  and  moorish,  and  of  a  mossy  nature, 
overlying  diluvial  deposits  of  whitish  sand  and  gravel,  blue 
cbay,  and  disintegrated  quartz  rock,  which  in  most  cases  indi- 
cates a  very  unproductive  soil. 

Hydrography. 
The  Ythan,  in  Gaelic,  Eithe-an,  signifies  the  boggy  river, 
intersects  and  bounds  the  parish  from  west  to  east,  tor  a  dis- 
tance of  about  six  miles,  following  the  windings  of  its  course ; 
the  burn  of  Oldmill  divides  the  parish  from  Logie-Buchan  for 
a  short  distance  on  the  north-east  j  the  burn  of  Brony  inter- 
sects the  south-western  division  for  about  two  miles ;  and  the 
Ebrie  Water  forms  the  west  boundary  of  the  parish  for  about 
five  miles  northwards  from  its  confluence  with  the  Ythan. 
These  streams,  alon^  with  many  excellent  sprinffs  almost  every- 
where throughout  the  parish,  abundantly  supply  it  with  water 
for  every  domestic  purpose.  As  previously  stated,  spring-tides 
rise  to  the  bridge  of  Ellon  (which  is  within  about  five  miles  of 
the  sea),  and  at  the  Meadow  of  Watertown,  which  is  within  about 
one  mile  of  Ellon,  there  is  a  boat  landing-place,  where  coals, 
lime,  bone  manure,  &c.,  are  brought  up  in  flat -bottomed  boats 
from  Newburgh,  and  stored  there  for  suppl}ang  the  require- 
ments of  the  district 

Fishings, 

The  salmon  fishing  in  the  Ythan  within  the  parish  are  now 
of  little  value,  the  chief  stations  for  fishing  the  river  being  lower 
down,  and  along  the  coast,  where  the  fishings  are  carrieu  on  by 
stake-nets.  The  Ythan,  and  its  tributaries,  the  Ebrie  and  the 
Brony,  are  excellent  rod-fishing  streams  for  salmon-trout,  the 
phinock,  and  the  common  burn  trout,  flounders,  and  eels. 

The  pearl  mussel  abounds  in  the  Ythan,  and  have  been  suc- 
cessfully searched  for,  and  found  in  various  parts  of  the  lower 
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course  of  the  river,  and  that  the  pearl  fishery  of  this  river  was 
considered  as  an  object  of  greater  value  some  time  f^o  than  it 
has  been  for  these  many  years  past,  will  appear  from  what 
follows : — About  the  year  1750,  *'  one,  Mr.  Tower,  a  merchant  in 
Aberdeen,  ffot  at  one  time  an  hundred  pounds*  for  a  quantity 
of  pearls,  wrdch  were  taken  out  of  the  mussels  that  were  found 
in  the  Ythan." 

ArboricvZture  cmd  Botany. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  village  of  EUon,  and  of  Ellon 
Castle,  there  are  several  old  ash  and  plane  trees  of  considerable 
size,  and  in  the  private  grounds  of  the  castle  there  are  some  fair 
specimens  of  limes,  yews,  and  hollies,  both  old  and  youn^.  North 
and  west  of  the  castle  grounds,  a  considerable  extent  of  ground 
has  been  laid  out  m  mixed  planting,  and  being  surrounded  by 
thriving  beech  and  thorn  hedges,  the  appearance  and  amenity 
of  the  place  has  been  much  improved.  Opposite  the  village, 
the  steep  rocky  banks  of  the  nver  are  partially  covered  with 
young  Scots  firs  and  larch,  and  about  two  miles  to  the  west, 
and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  are  the  i)lantations  aroimd 
the  mansion  house  of  Esslemont,  which  consist  of  surrounding 
belts  of  old  Scots  firs,  and  clumps  of  hardwood  trees,  well  laid 
out  both  for  ornament  and  shelter.  The  plantations  of  Amage 
occupy  the  left  bank  of  the  Ebrie,  and  a  considerable  space  m 
the  north-west  comer  of  the  parish.  They  consist  chiefly  of 
clumps  and  belts  of  old  stunted  Scots  firs  and  larch,  which  are  of 
no  value  as  timber,  but  being  well  laid  out  for  shelter  and  orna- 
ment to  the  mansion,  they  are  of  great  value  for  that  purpose ; 
and,  along  with  some  outlying  clumps  on  the  higher  hill  tops, 
and  some  younger  belts  of  spruce  firs,  mixed  with  nardwood  and 
other  trees,  in  the  lower  grounds,  this  portion  of  the  parish  is 
pretty  well  wooded.  On  the  higher  grounds  of  Hilton,  and  at 
the  house  of  Tumerhall,  which  occupies  the  south  face  of  the 
central  and  highest  ground  in  the  parish,  there  are  some  belts 
of  young  mixed  forest  trees  and  thorn  hedges  of  promising 
appearance,  with  a  small  clump  of  old  hardwood  trees  surround- 
ing the  residence.  In  the  north  and  eastern  districts  of  the 
parish,  there  are  no  trees,  and  excepting  some  stunted  bushes 

^^«w^  *  -^^ortunato  misunderstanding  of  terms  (which  has  not  always  the  same 
^^y  effect)  occasioned  Mr.  Tower  to  get  the  full  value  of  his  pearls.  He  asked 
onlv  c  JfY  "*  London,  an  hundred  pounds,  as  the  price  of  them,  meaning 
wh^KK^  T^  ?.^"7»  ^^  ^®  ^-  ^'  Bterhng.  The  jeweller  offered  him  80  pounds, 
from  Jl!.  ®T''?^  taking,  dedaring  that  he  paid  that  sum  to  the  fishers  of  Ythan, 
thev  wil^"^  he  bought  them.  The  jeweUer  replied  that  they  were  dear,  but 
that  he  hL?^  *  \^*  ?^''^'  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  counter.  Mr.  Tower  saw 
but  he  >Lfh^  ji  M^  money,  which  he  pocketed,  concealing  his  ignorance ; 
^ricSlt^^^^^*^^®^  what  price  to  asklbr  his  pearls."-Dr.  Skene  Keith's 
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about  the  old  house  of  Dudwick,  and  some  old  neriected  thorn 
hedges  on  the  Peterhead  road,  the  country  is  bleai  and  bare. 

Botany, — ^The  botany  is  similar  to  that  of  the  other  inland 
parishes  of  the  County. 

Farms  and  Farming. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 

Ko.  at  and  above    Na  at  and  apbore     No.  at  and  Spbove     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £80  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent       and  under  £l0(k       and  under  £60.        and  under  £20.       and  under  £10l 

53  32  50  60  59 

And  16  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Pariah  of  EUon,  year  1872-73,  £18, 1 12  14    4 
0o.        Mansion  Honaes,  Home  Farms,  Gardena,  and  Wood- 
lands,       

Do.        Shootings  and  Fishings,  where  let, 

Do.       Tile  Works,  Quarries,  Mills,  and  Manure  Stores, 

Do.        Inns,  Brewery,  and  Gas  Works, 

Do.       Houses,  &c.,  in  Old  Village  of  Ellon, 

Do.        Formartine  and  Buchan  Kietilway,    . 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  . 


937  18 

9 

63  0 

0 

156  0 

0 

145  0 

0 

368  10 

0 

1,861  0 

0 

977  9 

6 

Total  value, £22,441  12    7 

Land  oiunera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Right  Hon.  Geonre,  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Mrs.  Crnickshank  of  Fittochie. 

Geor^  B.  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Ellon. 

William  MacKende,  Esq.  of  Fortrie. 

James  Cheyne,  Esq.  of  Goldwells. 

John  Leith  Boss,  Esq.  of  Aroa^^e. 

John  Turner,  Esq.  of  Tumerhidl. 

John  Henry  Udnv,  Esq.  of  Udny,  Dudwick. 

Henry  Gordon  Wolrige,  Esq.  of  Hallhead,  Esslemont. 

Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway  Company. 

Mitchell  and  Rae,  Bone  Mills  and  Granaries  at  Watertown. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  45  in  number. 

Farming. — ^The  usual  duration  of  farming  leases  is  for  19 
years.  The  rotation  of  cropping  varying  jfrom  the  fifth-shift 
course  to  the  sixth  and  the  seventh ;  and  oats  form  the  principal 
cereal  crop,  bear,  or  bigg,  being  but  partially  grown,  and  wheat 
is  seldom  or  ever  sown.  On  the  sixth  and  seventh-shift  courses, 
with  three  grasses,  the  third  year's  grass  on  dry  land  answers 
well,  while  on  the  wet  retentive  soil  the  third  year's  grass  crop 
deteriorates,  and  on  such  soils,  the  fifth-shift  course,  with  only 
two  grasses,  is  the  most  profitable,  if  neither  of  the  grasses  l>e 
cut  lor  hay  or  seed. 
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This  being  a  district  of  high  character  for  rearing  and  feedinir 
cattle,  the  turnip  crop  Ijeconies  an  important  one  to  the  farmer, 
who  is  not  now,  as  in  former  times,  dependant  on  the  duncr 
exchisively  prepared  on  the  farm  for  raismg  this  crop.  On  th<- 
drier  soils,  bone  dust  is  exteusivelv  used  along  with  half  ciuiicr. 
and,  on  the  clay  land,  a  mixture  o^  guano  and  other  phosphati^* 
manures  are  used  along  with  dun^,  which  answers  well  on  all 
newly  reclaimed  land,  and  on  the  neavier  soils  generally. 

The  writer  of  the  last  Statistical  Account,  1841,  says,  thai 
"  The  quantity  of  bone  dust,  which,  even  in  this  imme<liiite 
neighbourhood,  is  now  applied  every  season  as  manure  for  land, 
is  so  ^eat  as  almost  to  exceed  belief.  In  addition  to  the  large 
quantities  of  the  article  in  question  imported  into  Aberdei^u 
and  Peterhead,  or  manfactured  in  those  places,  the  quantity 
sold  annually  at  the  intermediate  seaport  of  Newburgh,  and 
applied  chiefly  to  the  district  stretching  along  the  Yth;in, 
cannot,  according  to  data  furnished  by  Xewburgh  merchants, 
be  estimated  at  less  than  sixty  thousand  bushels.  The  annual 
expenditure,  therefore,  on  this  article  of  manure,  of  the  liniite<l 
district,  which  draws  it.s  supplies  from  the  village  of  Xewburgh, 
falls  little  short  of  the  large  sum  of  .£9,000." 

Since  that  time  the  teiKlencvhas  not  been  so  much  to  diminish 
the  use  of  portable  manures  for  the  turnip  crop,  as  it  has  been 
to  increase  the  amount  of  artificial  feeding  stutts  as  a  menus  of 
maintaining  the  fertility  of  the  soil  At  that  period  there  was 
little  linseed  cake  used  as  a  feeding  stuff,  therefore  its  manurial 
value  could  not  be  known.  It  has  now  been  pretty  well  ascer- 
tained that  the  manurial  value  of  a  ton  of  cake  ranges  from 
£2  10s.  to  £3  10s.,  and  that,  when  such  manure  is  liberally 
applied  to  the  root  crop,  the  high  condition  of  the  land  is  better 
fitted  for  the  production  of  the  subsequent  grain  crop,  thereby 
saving  top-dressing  or  half  dunging. 

Within  the  past  30  yciirs,  a  great  many  of  the  farm  buildings 
have  undergone  many  improvements,  some  of  them  have  been 
added  to,  and  others  entirely  rebuilt  In  the  arrangements  for 
cattle,  byres  with  feeding  stalls  are  the  rule,  loose  boxes  and 
sheds  are  the  exception ;  houses  for  the  storage  of  turnips  do 
exist,  but  frequently  on  a  too  limited  extent  in  a  country  where 
the  crops,  from  btnng  left  in  the  field,  are  injured  by  the  weather, 
and  by  the  ravages  of  hares  and  rabbits.  Thrashing  mills  are 
universal,  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  larger  farm  steadings  com- 
prise all  that  is  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  general  work  of 
the  farm,  but  they  are  deticient  in  the  means  of  chopping  straw, 
bruising  grain,  and  in  steaming  food  for  stock.  Tlie  chimney 
of  the  steam  thrashing  mill  appears  over  the  slated  roofs  of  a 
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few  of  the  larger  farm  steads,  while  on  the  Hilton  of  Tumerhall 
the  "  weird-like  arms  "  of  the  wind-mill  have  for  long  done 
their  duty,  and  well  The  steadings,  on  many  of  the  smaller 
farms  and  crofts  are  for  the  most  part  thatched,  or  covered  with 
heather,  and  the  chief  obstacle  here,  as  in  other  districts  of  the 
County,  where  the  law  of  entail  holds  universal  sway,  is,  that 
in  most  cases  the  farmer  is  precluded  from  adequate  remunera- 
tion at  the  end  of  his  lease,  for  improvements  he  may  have 
effected  on  houses,  or  others  of  a  permanent  nature. 

Next  we  have  to  notice  the  foundation  of  all  good  farming, 
and  that  is  the  thorough  draining  of  the  soil.  Early  drainers 
were  content  with  drams  2J  feet  deep,  and  filled  with  broken 
stones,  which,  after  a  short  time,  were  frequently  found  inade- 

auate  to  the  removal  of  the  water ;  then  came  drains  SJ  feet 
eep,  and  the  invention  of  the  arched  tile  and  flat  sole,  and 
then  the  4|  feet  drain,  and  the  cylindrical  pipe  and  collar,  or 
pipe  and  shoe,  cast  or  moulded  along  with  it,  which  is  the  best 
and  cheapest  form  of  drain-pipe  that  has  yet  been  made.  Much 
difference  of  opinion  also  existed  as  to  the  distance  the  drains 
should  be  dug  apart  from  each  other,  and  also  as  to  whether 
the  outfalls  of  tne  drains  should  be  into  open,  or  covered 
channels.  These,  and  such  like  questions  have,  in  course  of 
time,  been  settled,  and  the  general  opinion  now  is,  and  may  be 
here  stated,  that  from  3^  to  4^  feet  is  dt^ep  enough  for  all  or- 
dinary drains,  and  18  feet  the  distance  from  each  other,  on  the 
heaviest  clays,  and  that  all  the  drains  should  be  led  into  a 
covered  leading  drain  in  the  end  of  the  field,  cut  for  the  purpose 
(about  six  feet  deep\  and  not  into  open  ditches,  an  arrange- 
ment which  led  to  tneir  mouths  being  constantly  choked  up, 
and  their  efficiency  rendered  worthless. 

We  now  come  to  notice  that  of  enclosures,  and  the  nature  of 
the  material  used  for  forming  enclosures.  First  of  all,  we  have 
water,  from  the  sluggish  river  to  the  smart  tiny  stream,  and  as 
water  is  the  most  useful  and  readiest  agent  for  the  subdivision 
of  land,  it  is  the  most  valuable,  as  it  is  indispensible  in  afford- 
ing a  water  supply  to  animals,  and  for  sanatory  purposes,  and 
when  adopted  m  combination  with  other  material,  the  value 
of  a  running  stream  turned  into  an  agricultural  fence  is  great. 
Next  we  have  stone  fences,  and,  as  there  is  abundance  of 
material  everywhere  in  the  shape  of  earth-fast  stones,  or  pro- 
jecting rocks  in  this  parish,  there  are  fewer  thoroughly  good 
dry  stone  dykes  than  there  is  in  some  other  districts,  where  the 
expense  of  providing  the  stones  is  about  doubled  by  the  expense 
of  carriage.  Earthen  sunk  faced  with  stones,  and  hed^e-row 
a-top,  are  to  be  found  about  Ellon,  and  at  Turnerhall  and 
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Amage,  a  kind  of  fence  which  combines  three  articles  in  their 
most  useful,  as  well  as  in  their  most  ornamental  form,  when 
properly  put  together.  Turf  dykes  are  not  numerous  where  the 
land  is  ot  much  value.  In  the  north-eastern  district,  where  the 
soil,  for  the  most  part,  is  of  a  less  valuable  description,  euthen 
mounds,  with  double  ditches,  planted  with  willows,  sdders,  or 
such  like  bushes,  or  trees,  could  not  but  haye  a  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  climate.  Along  the  Peterhead  road,  east  of  the  village, 
there  are  some  clumps  of  young  hardwood  trees,  and  old  thorn 
hedges,  which  are  of  some  value  for  shelter  and  as  fences.  We 
now  come  to  notice  the  most  convenient  of  all  fences,  those 
constructed  of  wood  and  iron,  which  is  most  extensively  used 
all  over  the  country.  On  partially  level  ground,  and  on  open 
agricultural  land,  where  the  lines  of  division  generally  run 
straight,  this  kind  of  fence  occupies  manv  hundred  miles  of 
enclosures,  along  railways,  plantations,  sheep-grazings,  farm 
diyisions,  &c.,  and  is  yearly  on  the  increase.  The  most  usual 
form  in  which  it  is  put  up  on  farming  land,  is  with  larch  posts 

E laced  from  six  to  eight  feet  apart,  and  with  from  three  to  five 
orizontal  wires,and  various  kinds  of  temporized  straining-postSL 
Cable  or  rope  wire  is  now  extensively  used,  and  when  put  to 
neat  rustic  larch  posts,  with  proper  straming-posts,  by  competent 
tradesmen,  no  fence  which  can  be  erected  has  a  lighter  and 
better  appearanca  jj^,^^ 

The  Aberdeen,  Peterhead,  and  Fraserburgh  turnpike  road 
intersects  the  parish  from  south  to  north,  for  a  distance  of 
about  four  miles ;  the  Ellon  and  New  Deer  road  runs  through 
the  north-west  division  for  about  six  miles ;  and  the  church  of 
Ellon  is  16  miles  from  Aberdeen  by  turnpike.  In  addition  to 
these  leading  roods,  the  parish  is  well  accommodated  with  cross 
roads.  The  Ellon  Station  of  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  Rail-' 
way  is  within  half  a  mile  of  the  centre  of  the  villages  (for  there 
are  two),  is  19 J  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  the  Amage  Station 
is  23  miles. 

Ellon  Villages  are  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river, 
in  a  pleasant  situation,  east  and  west  of  the  handsome,  but 
somewhat  antiquated  bridge  of  three  arches,  which  crosses  the 
Ythan,  a  little  below  the  old  salmon  cruive  dykes. 

The  New  Village  which  stands  to  the  west  of  the  bridge  road, 
or  street,  contains  a  number  of  well-built  houses  in  rows,  and 
detached  cottages,  with  neatly  laid  out  gardens  fronting  the 
river.  The  Old  Village  lies  on  the  east  of  the  bridge,  and  con- 
tains some  well-built  houses,  but  most  of  them  are  very  irregu- 
larly put  down  along  the  principal  street  leading  through  the 
village. 
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Ellon  contains  a  neat  town  hall,  built  in  connection  with  the 
principal  hotel,  or  "  New  Inn."  A  gas- work  (erected  in  1827), 
and  three  bank  agencies,  viz..  The  Aberdeen  Town  and  County, 
the  North  of  Scouand,  and  the  Union  Bank  of  Scotland. 

Mansion  Houses, 

Ellon  Castle  was  originally  built  about  the  year  1780,  and  for 
about  30  years  afterwards  it  was  kept  in  a  fitting  state  of  repair 
as  a  resiclence  for  the  noble  proprietor  who  tnen  owned  the 
estate ;  but  soon  after  his  deatn,  which  took  place  in  1801,  the 
greater  part  of  the  wood  which  then  surrounded  the  castle  was 
cut  down,  and  the  residence  fell  into  a  state  of  premature  decay. 
In  1851,  the  castle  was  renovated  or  restored,  and,  though  it 
never  had  much  to  recommend  it  in  an  architectural  point  of 
"view,  its  admirable  position,  in  the  midst  of  tastefully  laid  out 
grounds,  along  with  some  rows  of  line  hardwood  trees,  which 
escaped  with  one  of  the  old  towers,  and  the  noble  avenue  to 
the  west,  it  now  appears  a  very  desirable  residence. 

The  Mansion  of  Amage  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ebrie 
Water,  about  4  J  miles  north  of  Ellon.  It  is  a  Gothic  building 
of  some  anti^uitv,  and  of  an  imposing  appearance.  It  has  a 
fine  position  in  the  valley,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  considerable 
extent  of  well-timbered  ground  and  thriving  young  plantations. 

Tumerhall  is  situated  on  the  south  face  of  the  Elphin-hill, 
within  about  2J  miles  of  the  village  of  Ellon,  and  in  a  very 
elevated  position,  commanding  a  large  range  of  the  German 
Ocean,  and  of  the  Grampian  and  Benachie  mountains.  The 
house  is  an  old  building,  surrounded  by  a  few  old  plane  trees, 
with  some  younger  clumps  and  belts,  which  in  course  of  time 
may  improve  the  place  as  a  residence. 

Dudwick,  the  ancient  residence  of  the  Kings  of  Barra  and 
Dudwick,  is  now,  and  has  been  for  many  years  occupied  by  the 
tenant  of  the  farm.  It  stands  in  the  north-eastern  corner  of 
the  parish,  in  a  cold  peaty  district,  "surrounded  by  a  few 
miserable  shrubs,  which  oespeak  at  once  the  poverty  of  the  soil, 
and  the  severity  of  the  climate." 

On  the  riffht  bank  of  the  river,  and  about  a  mile  above  the 
railway  brioge,  stands  the  Mansion  House  of  Esslemont,  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Gordon  Wobrige  of  Hallhead.  In  1868,  the 
old  residefice  was  entirely  rebuilt,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best 
and  most  complete  mansions  in  the  countrv. 

The  Manse  of  Ellon,  together  with  a  glebe  of  about  eight 
acres  of  excellent  land,  stands  on  the  banks  of  the  Ythan,  at 
the  east  end  of  the  villacfe,  is  one  of  the  best  Manses  in  the 
country.    The  Church,  wnich  also  stands  in  the  village,  is  an 
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old  (built  in  1777),  but  commodious  building,  and  seated  for 
1,200.  It  has  at  various  times  undergone  thorough  repairs, 
and  has  been  for  many  years  well  lighte<l  up  with  gaa 

Inns  and  Alehouses. 

There  are  three  Inns  in  the  village,  the  New  Inn,  the  Com- 
mercial Inn,  and  the  Buehan  Hotel  Tliore  is  also  the  C^ighall 
Inn,  on  the  south  side  of  the  w*iter,  a  Brewery,  in  the  vifiage, 
and  several  shops  licensed  to  sell  spirits,  but  not  to  be  consumed 
on  the  premises. 

Markets  and  Fairs, 

Fortnightly  Markets  throusfhout  the  year,  for  the  sale  of 
cattle  ana  crain,  are  held  on  tne  1st  and  3rd  Monday  of  every 
month ;  a  iiiring  market  is  held  in  May,  on  the  1st  Tuesday 
after  the  11th,  and  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  12th  November 
for  the  same  purpose. 

Population  of  the  village  of  Ellon,  1861,  823 ;  1871,  811. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTR.\CT  OF  RKCEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARliiH  OF  ELLON  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  AsseMments,       ....  £1,025    8    7 
Do.     from  Mortitications,  and  all  other  sources,      46    4    9 


•  Erpenditurf, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,         .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Law  hxi)enBes, 

Expended  on  Buildings,  not  being  authorised, 
Balance  in  hand,    . 

£1,071  13    4 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


£839  13 
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£1,071  13    4 
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Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Carnal  Poor. 
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or 
Insane. 
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Females. 
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Depend- 
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Other 
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Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

3,913 

29 

85 

114 

126 

15 

11 

16 

1 

9 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Via,  Cap.  83  and  34,  with  a  classification  of 
rates  upon  tenants  and  occupants,  and  there  are  four  elected 
members  or  managers  upon  the  Board. 
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IL— CIVIL  HISTORy. 

Th:e  village  of  Ellon  appears  to  have  been,  from  the  most 
ancient  period  to  which  records  extends,  the  head  place  of 
jurisdiction   of  the    Earldom    of   Buchaii: — "Among    other 
proofs  in  evidence  of  this  point  is  a  charter  which  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  late  Admiral  Ferguson  of  Pitfour,  granted  before 
tlie  year  1206,  by  which  Fergus,  Earl  of  Buchan,  in  conveying 
certain  lands  to  John,  the  son  of  Uthred,  and  voung  Laird  of 
ITedderat,  takes  him  bound  to  yield,  along*  with  his  other  vas- 
sals, suit  and  presence  once  a  year  at  the  Earrs  Head  Court  at 
Ellon."    The  Court  in  question  was  held  in  the  open  air  on  a 
small  mound  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ythan,  right  in  front  of 
the  New  Inn,  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  the  Moot-hill, 
but  was  commonly  called  in  latter  times  "  The  Earl's  Hill."  The 
site  of  this  small  eminence  was  for  long  occupied  by  the  farm 
buildings  of  the  New  Inn,  but  latterly  these  unsightly  erections 
were  cleared  awav,  and  a  slight  attempt  was  maae  some  years 
a^o  to  restore  the  knoll  *     It  is  specially  mentioned  in  the 
charters  of  the  Buchan  family.     In  1476,  a  seizin  or  livery  of 
the  Earldom  of  Buchan  was  given  unto  James,  Earl  of  Buchan, 
(attested  by  the  Sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  28th  October,  1476),  super 
montem  de  Ellone,  afterwards  called  "  EarVs  Hill."    James  was 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  Alexander,  and  Alexander  by  his 
son  John.    This  John  was  seized  in  the  Earldom  of  Buchan, 
and  Earl's  Hill  thereof,  as  nearest  of  kin  to  his  father  Alexander, 
on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1547.    The  Earl's  Hill  is  included 
in  a  new  charter  of  the  Earldom,  granted  in  1574;  and  in 
1615,  Mary  Douglas  was  infeft  in  the  Earldom  of  Buchan  and 
Earl's  Hill    The  small  eminence  to  which  these  charters  and 
infeftments  refer  has  long  since  disappeared,  as  has  been  al- 
ready observed,  but  not  many  years  ago  (1841),  there  were  seve- 
ral persons  living  in  the  village  of  Ellon  who  remembered  when 
the  original  Earl's  Hill  retained  both  its  place  and  name.f 

There  is  attached  to  the  lands  of  Kenmuick,  now  called  the 
lands  of  Ellon,  the  heritable  office  of  Constable  of  Aberdeen. 
This  office,  which  at  one  time  was  of  considerable  dignity  and 

•  **  The  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Gordon  of  Ellon,  a  few  years  ago  had  this 
interesting  memorial  of  past  ages  partially  restored  and  protected  by  a  railing ; 
but  we  are  sorry  to  observe  that  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  a  popular  indiffer- 
ence  to  these  ancient  records  is  painfully  manifest." — Dr.  Pratt  s  Buchan,  p. 
241. 

t  "  Ellon  was  not  then  an  insignificant  village,  but  the  assize  town  of  a 
populous  district — ^the  scene  of  penal  trial — the  ^doomman's'  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  the  scene  of  mortal  agony.  Ellon  must  have  possessed  a  metropolitan 
importance." — Ibid.,  p.  241. 
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importance,  is  probably  as  old  as  the  thirteenth  century,  about 
the  time  the  castle  of  Aberdeen  is  said  to  have  been  built ;  and 
at  that  time  the  name  of  the  proprietor  of  Kenmuick,  probably 
one  of  the  oldest  families  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  was  Ken- 
nedy, or  Kemptie.  The  lands  of  Kenmuick,  or  Ellon,  have 
been  long  in  tlie  possession  of  the  descendants  of  a  second  son 
of  the  great  grandfather  of  the  present  Earl  of  Aberdeen.* 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

Ellon  hath  for  its  tutelar  or  ^ardian  saint,  the  blessed  Vir^n 
Mary,  and  the  patronage  oriffmally  belonged  to  the  Cistertian 
Abbey  of  Kinloss,  in  Morayshire,  and  in  these  times  it  was  fre- 
quently designated  "  Kinloss  Ellon."  The  old  church  had  a 
choir  and  two  aisles ;  one  for  the  Chevnes  of  Esslemont  (a 
family  now  extinct),  another  for  the  lorbesses  of  Waterton, 
built  by  the  Bannermans,  then  of  Waterton  ;  but  of  which 
scarcely  a  vestige  now  remains,  the  site  being  chiefly  occu- 
pied by  the  present  church.  In  the  "  View  of  the  Diocese  of 
Aberdeen,"  it  is  said,  the  kirk  and  kirklands  of  Ellon  belonged  to 
the  Abbey  of  Kinloss,  probably  from  its  foundation,in  the  middle 
of  the  twelfth  century,  but  they  certainly  belonged  to  it  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  as  we  find  that  early  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  Robert  I.  confirmed  to  the  Abbot  of  Kinloss  the  ad- 
vocation and  donation  of  the  kirk  of  Ellon,  which  they  are 
said  to  have  received  from  one  of  the  earliest  Earls  of  Buchan, 
the  same  family  who  founded  and  endowed  the  Cistertian 
Abbey  of  Deer.f  In  1721  we  are  told  that  "  the  parish  kirk 
was  then  an  old  building,  in  the  form  of  a  cross,"  and  of  the 
present  church,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robertson  says,  it  "  is  a  very  plain 
erection,  quite  in  the  usual  style  of  Scotch  country  churches, 
was  built  in  1777,"  but  in  1829  it  underwent  a  thorough  and 
substantial  repair. 

The  stipend,  as  modified  in  1823,  is  128  bolls  meal,  128  bolls 
barley,  payable  by  the  fiars'  prices  of  the  County,  with  an  allow- 
ance of  £10  for  communion  elements.  The  teinds,  which  be- 
long to  the  heritors,  may  amount,  on  an  average  of  years,  to 

'  Ellon, "  writes  Sir  Samuel  Forbes,    "  was  formerly  called  Kennncks, 
ider  that  name  was  possessed  by  Forbes  of  Waterton,  and  before  him  by 
Kennedy  of  Kermuck.     It  has  been  built  anew  by  the  present  possessor,  €k>r- 


and  under  that  name  was  possessed  by  Forbes  of  Waterton,  and  before  him  by 
Kennedy  of  Kermuck.  It  has  been  built  anew  by  the  present  possessor,  Cor- 
don of  £llon  (son  to  a  farmer  in  Bourtie),  a  merchant  in  Edinbuigh,  and  once 


a  baillie  there,  and  a  rich  man  ;  and  it  is  accounted  here  a  very  gretU  hotue,  the 
great  haU  having  two  rows  of  windows,  and  being  twenty-eight  feet  high." — 
Kobertson's  Book  of  Bon- Accord. 

t  New  Statistical  Account  of  Ellon,  p.  902. 
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the  value  of  from  £568  to  £8*^0  per  annum.  Of  the  stipend 
there  is  paid  from  the  parish  of  Uany  £4  Is.  Id.,  andXl  14s.  5d. 
from  the  parish  of  Slams.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are 
valued  at  £33  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £15.  The 
parochial  schoolmaster's  house  and  garden  in  Ellon  are  valued 
at  £15  a-year,  and  those  of  the  side  school  at  Tillydesk  at 
£7  10s.    The  Episcopal  parsonage  is  valued  at  £18  a-year. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  seven  members  upon  the  Board — 
Robert  Copland,  Mill  of  Ardlethen,  chairman ;  Rev.  Charles 
Ireland,  U.  P.  Church,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  3d.  per 
£.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There  are  three  schools  in 
the  parish.  At  the  parochial  school,  Ellon,  there  are  150  scholars ; 
at  tne  junior  department,  Ellon  public  school,  there  are  90 ; 
and  at  the  Tillydesk-side  school,  tnere  are  50  scholars. 

The  late  Rev.  Dr.  James  Robertson,  who  for  several  years 
filled  the  office  of  minister  of  this  parish,  and  in  his  later  years 
was  professor  of  ecclesiastical  history  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  and  while  minister  of  Ellon,  he  wrote  in  1841,  his 
valuable  statistical  account  of  the  parish ;  and  on  the  subject 
of  education,  says,  "  A  hope,  however,  viay  be  entertained, 
that,  with  the  fatal  example  of  the  large  manufacturing  towns 
before  them,  the  heritors  of  country  parishes  will  be  roused  to 
provide  effectual  means  for  the  moral  and  religious  education 
of  every  child  that  may  be  trained  up  upon  their  estates,  and 
to  see  also  that  tke  means  so  provided  be  diligently  and  faith- 
fully applied  to  the  object  in  view."  Further,  the  Rev.  Dr.  says, 
"  he  has  long  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  they 
miorht  do  incalculable  good,  at  a  cost  altogether  trifling,  by 
assisting  the  poor  labourer  in  the  education  of  his  familjr,  and 
by  giving  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  any  of  their  de- 
pendants who  should  neglect  to  have  his  children  instructed, 
the  means  of  education  being  within  their  reach,  must  incur, 
by  such  neglect,  their  serious  displeasure.  Were  the  education 
of  the  families  of  their  dependants  to  be  thus  attended  to  by 
the  higher  classes  of  society,  were  it  made  known  over  an  estate, 
for  example,  that,  while  the  proprietor  would  willingly  give 
assistance  to  all  that  should  be  ascertained  to  stand  in  need  of 
it,  he  would  positively  expect  that  the  children  of  every  family 
resident  upon  his  domain  should  receive  the  benefit  of  a 
thorough  grounding  in  at  least  the  elementary  branches  of 
education,  and,  more  particularly,  in  the  fundamental  doctrines 
and  precepts  of  our  noly  reUgion ;  and  were  he  to  direct  his 
tenantry  to  keep  a  watchful  eye,  in  regard  to  this  all-important 
matter,  over  their  hinds  ana  cottars,  tJvat  rnan  is  but  little 
acquainted  with  the  atcUe  of  society  in  our  country  parishes,  or 

2h 
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rather  with  the  gevuhie  feelhigs  of  commaii  humanity,  who 
could  hesitate  to  anticipate,  that,  hy  the  hles<;ing  of  God  upon 
such  an  order  of  thin^,  it  would  be  attended  w^ith  consequences 
of  the  most  beneficial  character." 

Bequests. — ^As  stated  in  the  previous  section  of  this  account 
of  the  parish,  the  sum  of  X46  4s.  9d.  was  derived  from  mortifi- 
cations, &c.,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  year  ending  14th  May, 
1871,  and  for  the  same  period,  the  sum  of  £50  12s.  5d.  was  de- 
rived from  church  collections,  but  only  £16  19s.  od.  was  ex- 
pended by  the  kirk-scssion  for  that  purpose. 

Parochial  Registers. — The  oldest  register  is  dated  1630,  but 
there  is  only  a  continuous  series  from  1711.  They  contain  a 
record  more  or  less  full  of  the  proceedings  of  the  kirk-session, 
of  the  amount  and  distribution  of  the  funds  from  time  to  time 
available  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  of  marriag^es  and 
baptisms.  The  register  of  baptisms  is  in  most  case^  far  from 
being  complete.  A  register  of  burials  also  has  been  kept  by  the 
gravedigger,  but  as  this  record,  until  recently,  respects  only  the 
numbers  that  have  been  interred  within  the  parish,  it  can 
furnish  but  imperfect  means  of  estimating  the  actual  amount 
of  mortality. 

IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  old  Castle,  or  House  of  Waterton,  stands  on  a  rocky 
eminence  overlooking  the  Ythan,  immediatelv  below  the  pier 
and  granaries  of  Waterton.  The  l)uilding  of  tnis  structure  was 
be^ijun  after  the  Reformation,  by  the  Bannermans  of  Elsick,  and 
finished  about  the  middle  of  the  following  century  (1650),  by 
a  son  of  Forbes  of  Tolquhon,  who,  soon  afterwards,  on  obtaining 
the  lands  of  Kenmuick,  became  Constable  of  Aberdeen,  an  office 
heritably  attached  to  those  lands.  The  lancLs  and  castle  of 
Waterton  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  Forbeses  till  1770, 
when  they  became  the  property,  by  purchase,  of  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen,  and  now  are,  along  with  lands  of  Kenmuick,  the 
property  of  Gordon  of  Ellon. 

Of  the  once  proud  mansion  of  Waterton,  there  are  but  slight 
indications  of  its  existence,  but  in  its  palmy  davs,  it  was  a 
favourite  resort  of  Jamie  Fleeman,  the  Laird  of  lldny's  Fool, 
from  whence  many  of  his  singular  sayings  and  doings  emanated. 
^From  a  descriT)tion  of  the  "  Paroch  of  Ellon,''  wTitten  about 
1725,  we  learn  that  "  in  the  town  of  Ellon  there  is  a  mortifica- 
tion of  a  school  house,  yeards,  peits,  with  fourty  merks  money 
to  tlie  schoolmaster,  all  by  the  Lairds  of  Watertoune,  as  also 
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twenty  pund  Scots,  by  the  said  family  of  Watertoune  to  the 
poor  yearly."* 

The  girls'  school,  which  stands  in  the  north-east  area  of  the 
village,  is  said  to  have  been  built  upon  the  site  of  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Mont]S[omery,  the  friend  with  whom  the  Rev.  John 
Skinner  of  Linshart  was  sojourning  when  he  wrote  the  glorious 
ballad  of  "  TuUochgorum's  my  Delight,"  and  as  Bums  says, 
"  the  best  Scotch  song  ever  Scotland  saw.*'  "  The  world  may 
think  lightly  of  the  craft  of  song-making,  if  they  please,  but, 
as  Job  says, '  O  that  mine  adversary  had  written  a  book ! '  let 
them  try." 

"  Gome,  gie's  a  sang,  Montffomery  cty'd. 
And  lay  your  disputes  all  aside, 
What  aignifiest  for  folks  to  chide 

For  what  was  done  before  them  ? 
Let  Whiff  and  Tory  all  afi^ee, 

Whig  and  Tory,  Whig  and  Tory, 

Whig  and  Tory  all  agree. 

To  drop  their  whip-meg-morom  ; 
Let  Whig  and  Tory  aU  agree 
To  spend  this  night  wi'  mirth  and  glee, 
And  cheerful  sing  alang  with  me 

The  reel  o  TuUochgorum. 

0  Tollochgomm's  my  delight. 
It  gars  us  a*  in  ane  unite, 

And  ony  sumph  that  keeps  np  spite. 

In  conscience  I  abhor  him  ; 
For  blythe  and  merry  we'U  be  a', 

Blythe  and  merry,  blythe  and  merry, 

Blythe  and  merry  we  11  be  a' 

And  make  a  cheerful  quorum. 
For  blythe  and  merry  we'U  be  a', 
As  lang  as  we  hae  breath  to  draw, 
And  dance  till  we  be  like  to  fa' 

The  reed  o*  TuUochgorum. 

There  needs  na  be  sae  great  a  fraise, 
Wi'  dringing  dull  Italian  lays, 

1  wadna  gie  our  ain  Strathspeys 

For  half  a  hunder  score  o*  them. 
They're  dowf  and  dowie  at  the  best, 

Dowf  and  dowie,  dowf  and  dowie, 

Dowf  and  dowie  at  the  best, 
Wi'  a'  their  variorum. 
They're  dowf  and  dowie  at  the  best. 
Their  aUegros  and  a*  the  rest, 
They  canna  please  a  Scottish  taste, 

Compar'd  wi'  TuUochgorum. 

Let  wardly  worms  their  minds  oppress, 
Wi'  feani  o'  want  and  double  cess, 
And  silly  souls  themsells  distress, 
Wi'  keepin'  up  decorum ; 

*  Macfarlane's  M.S.  Geographical  Collections. 
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Shall  w«  8M  sour  and  sulky  sit, 

Sour  and  sulky,  sour  and  sulky, 

Sour  and  sulky  shall  we  sit, 

Like  old  philosopbomm  ! 
Shall  we  sae  sour  and  sulky  sit, 
\Vi'  neither  sense,  nor  mirth,  nor  wit, 
Nor  ever  try  to  shake  a  fit, 

To  th'  reel  o'  Tullochgomm. 

May  choicest  blessings  ay  attend 
Each  honest,  open-hearted  friend. 
And  calm  and  quiet  be  his  end. 

And  a'  that's  good  watch  o'er  him  ! 
May  peace  and  plenty  be  his  lot. 

Peace  and  plenty,  peace  and  plenty. 

Peace  and  plenty  be  his  lot. 

And  dainties  a  great  store  o'  them  ! 
May  peace  and  plenty  be  his  lot. 
Unstained  by  any  vicious  spot. 
And  may  he  never  want  a  groat, 

That's  fond  o'  Tullocngorum. 

But  for  the  base  unfeeling  fool. 
That  loves  to  be  oppressions  tool. 
May  envy  gnaw  his  rotten  soul. 

And  discontent  devour  him  ; 
May  dool  and  sorrow  be  his  chance, 

Dool  and  sonx)w,  dool  and  sorrow, 

Dool  and  sorrow  be  his  chance. 

And  nane  say  wae's  me  for  him  ! 
May  dool  and  sorrow  be  his  chance, 
\Vi  a'  the  ills  that  come  frae  France, 
VVha  e*er  he  be  that  winna  dance, 

The  reel  o'  Tullochgomm." 

In  the  wall  of  the  old  church  of  Ellon,  there  is  a  monument 
to  the  Annands  of  Auchterellon.  "  It  is  ahout  fourteen  feet  in 
width,  and  ten  feet  high,  and  is  divided  into  three  eomimrt- 
ments,  each  surmounted  by  a  coat  of  arms.  The  central 
division  is  blank,  but  is  surmounted  by  what  appears  the  arms 
proper  of  the  Annands.  Cre^t,  a  helmet,  with  tlie  visor  closed ; 
supporters^  two  griffins;  shield,  quartered  and  charged  with 
some  dart  like  emblems ;  motto,  *  Sperabo.'  On  one  side  of 
the  shield  are  the  initials  d^^^  ;  on  the  other,  obiit,  1326." 

"  The  compartment  on  the  left  has  the  Annand  arms  quar- 
tered with  those  of  some  other  familv,  on  which  the  star  seems 
to  predominate.  It  has  the  initials  A.A.  and  M.F.  on  the 
opposite  sides,  and  on  a  scroll,  Salus  per  (Christum).  Under- 
neath is  the  inscription,  Monumentwrn  marmareura  Honora- 
bilis  Alexandri  Annand  quondam  de  OchtereUon  qui  obiit  ix. 
Jtdii,  A.D.y  1601.  Ejusque  jyice  conjugis  MargaritoR  Eraser, 
Jil'ia  quondam,  Do.,  de  Philorth,  quce  olmt,  Aug,,  1602.  Salus 
per  Chinstum,'' 

"  The  right  hand  compartment  contains  the  Annand  arms 
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quartered  with  those  of  the  Cheynes,  in  which  the  Greek  cross, 
and  a  leaf  inserted,  with  the  initials  A.A.  and  M.C.  on  either 
side.  The  scroll  has  the  following  legend  : — Mors  Christi  Vita 
mostra.  The  inscription  runs : — Sab  hoc  quoque  Tuniulo  resur- 
Tectione  expectant  corpora  Alexandri  Annand  de  Ochterdlon, 
Jilii  dieti,  Alexandri  qui  obiit.  Et  carce  auce  conjugis  Mar- 
garitcB  Cheyne, filicB  Do.,  de  Esslemont  quae  obiit*'* 

Of  the  very  Great  House  of  Ellon,  as  it  is  styled  by  Sir  Samuel 
Forbes,  nothing  remains  but  one  of  the  towers,  standing  as  a 
picturesque  object  in  the  grounds,  the  other  parts  of  the  Duild- 
ing  having  been  pulled  down,  and  an  elegant  castellated  mansion 
was  built,  in  1851,  at  a  little  distiince  to  the  east  of  the  ruin. 

The  old  Mansion  of  Dud  wick,  pulled  down  some  eight  or  nine 
years  ago,  was  a  semi-castellated  building,  with  a  half-circular 
tower  square  at  the  top,  and,  though  described  in  Pratt's  His- 
tory of  Buchan  as  of  uttle  interest,  was  sufficiently  so  to  have 
been  sketched  by  the  late  James  Giles,  R.S.  A.  Its  chief  interest, 
however,  arises  from  the  career  and  history  of  its  former  owners, 
a  branch  of  the  family  of  King  of  Barra,  or  Barracht,  in  the 
parish  of  Bourtie,  County  Aberdeen.  One  of  the  earliest  of 
this  family  was  (according  to  Douglas'  Peerage),  Robert  King, 
who  appears  in  a  charter,  tevip.  Alexander  II.,  A.D.,  1247. 

Sir  James  King  of  Dudwick  was  successively  Lieutenant- 
general  in  the  armies  of  both  Gustavus  Adolphus,  and  of 
Charles  I.  He  served  with  distinction  in  Sweden,  and  in  the 
Thirty  years  war,  and  was  second  in  command  of  the  northern 
army  of  King  Charles,  under  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  at  the 
Siege  of  York,  the  battle  of  Marston  Moor, (1644),  and  other  im- 
portant engagements.  He  was  created,  in  1642,  Lord  Eythin  (so 
spelled  in  the  patent),  from  the  river  Ythan,  which  flowed  by  his 
property  in  Aberdeenshire.  After  the  battle  of  Marston  Moor,  he 
returned  to  Sweden,  and  Queen  Christina  conferred  uj)on  him 
the  title  of  Baron  Sanshult  of  Calmar.  In  1644,  his  title  and 
estates  were  forfeited  by  the  Scots  Parliament,  but  restored  in 
1647.  He  died  at  Stockholm,  1652,  and  was  honoured  by  a 
public  funeral  (at  which  Queen  Cliristina  attended  in  person), 
and  was  interred  in  the  burial-jjlace  set  apart  for  royalty  and 
nobility.  Having  died  without  issue,  his  titles  became  extinct. 
His  cousin,  Colonel  James  King,  sold  Dudwick  to  Colonel  John 
Fullerton,  from  whom  it  descended  to  the  Udnys  of  Udny,  in 
which  family  it  still  remains. 

Soon  after  General  King's  death,  his  nephews  became  scat- 
tered ;  some  of  the  family  settled  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  and 
others  in  Ireland.     From  the  former  descends  Colonel  William 

•  From  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pratt's  Buclian,  pp.  241,  242. 
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Ross  King  of  Tertowie,  in  this  C!ounty ;  and  from  the  latter 
descends  the  Baronets  of  Corrard  in  Fermanagh.  The  present 
Baronet  is  Sir  Charles  S.  King.  Another  of  this  family  settled 
in  the  county  of  Antrim,  and  was  father  of  Dr.  William  King, 
Archbishop  of  DubUn  (1650-1729),  author  of  the  well-known 
"  Origin  of  EvU,"  "  State  of  the  Protestants  in  Ireland,"  and 
other  works. 

Amage  house,  a  castellated  building,  "  of  old  the  seat  of  the 
Cheynes  of  Amage,  since,  bought  by  Rose,  a  merchant  in  Aber- 
deen," is  the  brief  notice  of  tiiis  place  which  appears  in  the 
"  View  of  the  Diocese ; "  and  to  the  south  of  the  Mains  farm,  is 
the  Gallow-hill,  and  a  small  clump  of  trees  mark  the  site  of 
the  gallows.  It  is  not  very  long  since  the  two  stones  which  had 
been  used  in  constructing  the  gibbet,  were  removed  from  the 
spot  where  the  unhappy  victim  of  the  baron's  displeasure  had 
the  choice  of  being  either  "  hanged  on  the  gallows,  or  dro^Tied  " 
in  the  Ebrie  which  runs  close  by. 

In  the  Vieiv  of  the  Diocese,  we  read  that  Tumerhall  is  named 
from  its  present  possessor.  But  before  it  became  the  property 
of  the  Turners,  and  while  the  property  of  the  Roses  (of  Kilra- 
vock  family),  it  was  called  Rosehill,  and  before  that,  Hilton, 
under  the  Donaldsons,  a  place  rendered  conspicuous  bv  a 
ponderous  building  on  which  the  huge  arms  of  a  windmill  is 
raised.  Of  the  old  Castle  of  Esslemont  there  now  remains  Uttle 
beyond  the  mere  indications  of  the  ancient  residence  of  the 
Cheynes  of  Inverugie,  a  family  long  extinct. 

Ancient  Families, — From  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  is  pre- 
served in  the  charter  room  of  Skins  Castle,  of  date  A.D.  1265, 
it  appears  that  the  Earl  of  Buchan  received  a  grant  of  certain 
lands  of  Ellon,  for  himself  and  his  two  sons,  from  Gameline, 
Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews,  for  which  he  and  his  heirs  were  to 
pay  annually  to  the  bishop  and  his  successors,  two  silver  marks, 
and  also  to  render  certam  dues,  with  which  the  lands  were 
burdened,  the  same  to  revert  to  the  Archbishop  and  church,  on 
the  death  of  the  Earl  and  his  two  sons.  "  The  lands  of  which 
the  Earl  thus  obtained  a  lease  for  himself  and  his  heirs  for  the 
next  two  generations  were  church  lands  (terne  ecclesiastical), 
occupied  by  those  named  scolod  or  scholochi."  There  is  another 
document,  also  in  Slains  Castle,  of  date  A.D.  1387,  bein^  a 
memorandum  of  an  inquest  made  in  the  i)arish  church  of  Elfon, 
before  the  Rev.  Father  in  Christ,  Walter,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  when  certain  honest  and  trust- 
worthy men  gave  evidence  on  oath  concerning  the  value  of  the 
church  lands  of  Ellon,  called  the  Scoloch-lands,  "  que  dicuntur 
le  Scologkindis."    In  ilio  appendix  to  the  preface  to  the  fifth 
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"volume  of  the  Spalding  Club  Miscellany ^  the  editor,  Joseph 
liobertson,  Rsq.,  says,  that  three  offices  or  grades  of  a  scholastic 
kind,  tlie  Scoloc,  the  master  of  sclaools,  and  the  Ferleigiun, 
obtained  in  the  ancient  Scottish  church.  The  lowest  was  the 
Scoloc.  "  Our  Scotch  Scoloc  had  probably  nothing  pecuhar 
liut  the  form  into  which  his  name  had  been  corrupted.  There 
is  amj)le  evidence  that  the  Scoloc  and  scholar  were  convertible 
terms."* 


PARISH  OF  riNTRAY. 


Presbytery  of  Aberdeen — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
The  name  of  this  parish  is  said  to  be  derived  from  the  Gaelic, 
Fionih-traigh,  meaning  "  the  white,  or  fair  margin  of  coast "  or 
boundary  of  river,  an  apj>ellation  descriptive  enough  of  the 
OTeater  portion  of  tlie  parish  which  lies  along  the  left,  or  north 
bank  of  the  Don,  origmally  forming  a  portion  of  the  northern 
Abbey  lands,  which  belonged  to  the  Abbacy  of  Lindores,  in  Fife. 

Boundaries. 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  parish 
of  New  Machar ;  on  the  south  chiefly  by  the  river  l)on  and  the 
parishes  of  Dyce  and  Kinnellar ;  and  on  the  west  by  Kintore, 
and  the  parish  of  Keith-hall. 

Extent 
The  greatest  length  of  the  parish,  in  a  direct  line  from  south 
to  north,  is  4^  miles ;  and  its  greatest  breadtli,  also  in  a  direct 
line  along  the  valley  of  the  Don  from  east  to  west,  is  5  J  miles  ; 
and  the  whole  area  is  estimated  to  be  7,388  acres,  916  dec. 

Topography. 

The  surface  of  the  parish  is  undulating,  rising  from  the  Don 

towards  the  north  in  gentle  knolls  and  low  rounded  hills,  which 

*  "Looking  to  the  Ellon  inquest  of  1387,  it  would  8cem  that  the  land  set 
apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Scholocs  had  undergone  the  same  fate  with 
the  possessions  of  so  many  greater  religious  foundations  in  Scotland.  The 
larver  and  better  portion,  together  with  the  name  of  Abbot,  had  been  usurped 
by  laymen,  who  transmitted  tne  benihce  and  title  as  a  heritage  to  their  children. 
What  remaine<l  with  the  name  of  Prior,  was  possessed  bv  ecclesiastics,  who  dis- 
charged— probably  perfunctorily  enough — the  duties  for  the  performance  of  which 
the  whole  revenueif  had  been  originidly  assigned  by  the  founders." — Spalding 
Club  Miscellany. 
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are  all  either  cultivated  or  planted,  with,  in  the  central  parts, 
some  intervening  flat  tracts  of  exhausted  peat  moss  partly  cul- 
tivated, and  some  stony  muirs.  The  lowermost  pomt  in  the 
parish,  on  the  Don,  is  opposite  the  Manse  of  Dyce,  IIG  feet 
abeve  sea  level,  and  about  e^ht  miles  from  the  sea,  following 
the  windings  of  the  river.  Tne  highest  point  on  the  river  on 
the  boundary  with  Keith-hall,  opposite  the  royal  burgh  of 
Kintore,  is  150  feet.  The  church  of  Fintray  is  245  feet  above 
sea  level,  and  the  highest  land  in  the  parish  is  the  hill  of  Tilly- 
keira,  which  is  415  feet.  The  roadway  on  the  bridge  of  Hatton 
is  158  feet  above  sea  level 

Geology  and  Soils. 

The  rocks  which  constitute  the  geological  features  of  this 
parish  coiLsist  of  granite,  gneiss,  and  umestone.  Gneiss  appears 
associated  with  the  granitic  rocks  in  the  valley  of  the  river 
below  Fintray  house,  and  granite  of  a  grey  and  blue  colour 
appears  everj-where  scattered  over  the  surface,  in  laree  blocks 
and  boulders ;  and,  in  the  central  division,  a  good  deal  of  it 
appears  in  a  decomposed  state,  which  enters  largely  into  the 
composition  of  the  lighter  moorish  soils.  Veins  of  limestone 
are  found  to  traverse  the  district  from  south-east  to  north-west, 
but  as  the  openings  have  been  so  insignificant  and  irregular, 
without  having  any  very  distinct  locality,  and,  although  at  one 
time  the  rock  was  partially  wrought,  it  was  found  to  be  of  little 
value,  therefore,  it  may  be  described  as  a  coarse  primitive  lime- 
stone. 

Soils. — ^Tlie  haughs  of  Fintray,  Suttie,  and  Wester  Fintray 
consist  of  large  tracts  of  deep  rich  alluvial  soil,  which  were  at 
no  verj'  remote  period  subject  to  be  overflowed  by  the  Don  ;• 
but  since  the  disastrous  floods  of  August,  1829,  and  of  Sep- 

*  "  The  first  great  flood  on  record  happened  in  the  year  1768,  which  carried 
away  the  greater  part  of  the  crope  from  tne  hanghs  and  level  lands,  at  the  period 
between  reaping  and  stacking.  A  similar  inundation  took  place  in  August,  1799, 
which  carried  on  considerable  Quantities  of  hay,  and  destroyed,  inagreatmeasure, 
the  grain  crop,  the  whole  of  wnich  stood,  at  the  time,  on  the  ground  uncut.  A 
similar,  but  stiU  higher  flood,  happened  on  the  4th  August,  1829,  when  the  river 
rose  about  fourteen  feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  and  nearly  eighteen  inches 
higher  than  any  flood  of  tbat  river  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  person  alive,  and 
extending  (where  the  river  was  not  confined  by  elevated  land  or  embankments) 
to  from  half  to  three  fourths  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  This  extraordinary  flood 
occasioned  very  serious  losses  to  many  individuals ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
strong  embankments  which  had  been  erected  a  few  years  before  (some  of  which 
withstood,  while  others  yielded  to  the  impetuosity  of  the  torrent),  the  whole 
crop  on  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  parish  must  have  been  completely  destroyed. 
A  fi^eat  part  of  the  haughland  is  now  protected  by  embankments,  on  the  lands 
of  Fintray  and  Wester  Fintray,  extendmg  to  6,000  ells  in  length,  and  protecting 
from  200  to  300  Scotch  acres  of  very  fine  rich  land,  from  3ie  river  floodB."-^ 
Statistical  Account  of  Fintray,  1840. 
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tember,  1839,  which  caused  much  damage,  these  extensive  and 
T^aluable  holms  along  the  river  pertaining  to  the  estate  of 
Wester  Fintray  have  since  been,  by  an  expenditure  of  several 
hundred  pounds  in  the  erection  of  thoroughly  substantial 
flood-banks,  eftectually  preserved.  The  soil  on  the  higher  land 
which  lies  parallel  to  tne  Don,  is  dry  and  early,  on  a  gravelly 
subsoil,  ana,  in  the  central  division,  and  on  the  flatter  ground, 
it  is  of  a  moorish  description,  and  composed  of  peat  earth  and 
blue  gravelly  clay,  while  on  the  higher  rounded  hills  in  the 
northern  division,  the  soil  is  a  yellow  loam,  incumbent  on  beds 
of  clay,  gravel,  and  boulder  rock,  and  is  of  a  more  fertile  nature. 

Hydrography. 
The  Don  bounds  the  parish  on  the  south  and  south-west  for 
a  distance  of  nearly  seven  miles,  following  the  windings  of  its 
course,  and  on  this  distance,  the  rise  on  the  stream  from  the 
top  of  the  Cothal  Mills  weir,  up  to  the  haughs  of  Ballvthan  (the 
west  boundarv  of  the  parish),  is  20  feet  The  parish  is  partly 
bounded  on  tne  east  by  the  upper  course  of  the  bum  of  Kose- 
hall,  and  intersected  by  the  bum  of  New  Mills,  which  falls  into 
the  Don  below  Fintray  house ;  and  at  this  point  the  river  is 
130  feet  above  sea  level  On  the  west,  it  is  partly  bounded  and 
intersected  by  the  water  of  Kinmuck,  which  flows  from  the 
Dorthem  parts  of  the  parish  of  Keith-hall,  and  falls  into  the 
Don  below  Mill  of  Fintray,  at  a  point  140  feet  above  sea  level 
The  water  of  the  Don  is  abstracted  for  propelling  the  machinery 
of  the  Cothal  Mills  woollen  manufactory ;  and  the  other  streams 
are  utilized  for  propelling  the  machinery  of  three  com  grinding, 
and  several  thrashing  mills.  The  Don  is  well  stocked  with 
trout  of  various  kinds,  and  salmon,  when  floods  in  the  river 
admit  them  passing  the  mill  weirs  of  the  manufactories  in  the 
parishes  of  IsewhilTs  and  Old  Machar. 

Arhoricultiire  and  Botany. 
In  this  parish,  there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  ground  laid 
out  in  large  plantations,  clumps,  and  belts,  the  chief  portion  of 
which  lie  along  the  valley  of  the  Don,  and  in  the  north-eastern 
division  of  the  parish.  The  larger  plantations  are  those  on  the 
estates  of  Fintray  house.  Wester  Fintray,  and  Disblair.  The 
trees  in  these  plantations  consist  chiefly  of  Scots  firs,  partially 
mixed  with  larch,  and  some  spruce,  which  are  for  the  greater 
T)art  full-grown  trees.  The  plantations  surrounding  Fintray 
nouse  contain  a  fine  variety  of  old  beech,  ash,  and  other  hard- 
wood trees,  in  clumps,  belts,  and  solitary  trees  of  a  very  oma- 
mental  character.  At  the  village  of  Hatton,  and  by  the  church, 
there  are  some  younger  belts  and  clumps  of  mixed  forest  trees. 
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hedges,  and  some  fine  old  ash  trees,  while  along  the  valley  of 

the  river,  by  Wester  Fintray,  the  single  rows  of  hardwood  trees, 

and  some  old  hedges,  agreeably  diversify  the  flat  appearance  of 

the  country,  and  improve  the  climate;  and,  with  the  larger 

plantations  on  the  higher  ground  to  the  north,  the  valley  of 

the  Don  is  well  sheltered. 

Botany. — ^The  following  Ust  of  plants  are  to  be  foimd  along 

the  banks  of  the  river,  and  in  the  older  plantations,  and  peat 

bogs: — 

Anemone  nemoroia — ^Wood  anemone.    Cardamine  amara — ^Bitter  Lady's  Smock. 
Carex  ampulacea — Bottle  Carez.     Carex  curia — White  Carex. 
Carejc  panicea — Pink-leaved  Carex.     Carex  stellulcUa — ^Little  Prickly  Carex. 
ChrysoHplenium  aUerni/olium — Alternate-leaved  Golden  Saxifrage.     Eleocharis 

Palustrut — Creeping  Spike  Rush. 
Equisftum  paluUrt — Maran  horse-taiL     Qeranium  mingwnum — ^Bloody  Crane'a- 

bill. 
ijfoodt/era  repens — Creeping  Goodyera.     Lychnis  flos-cucuH — Racked  Bobin. 
Ltizala  sylvatica — Great  \\  ood  Rush.     Mentha  hirsuta — Hairy  M  int. 
Mentha  arvensin — Com  Mint.     MyriophyUum  iry>i«i/Mi»— Spiked  Water  MillfoiL 
Pftalaris  arundinacea — Reed  Canary  Grass.     Polygonum  bietorta — Bistort,  or 

Snake  Weed. 
Potamofjeton  rufescena — ^Reddish  Pond  Weed.  Rosa  sphvoctssima — Bnmet-leaved 

Rose. 
Spirfea  ulmaria—  Queen  of  the  Meadow.   Stellaria  holostea — Greater  Stitch- wort 
Spiraea  aalici/olia — Willow-leaved  Spiraea.      I'aleriana  officinalis — Great  Wild 

Valerian. 
Vicia  angusiifoUa—l^urow-lea.yed  Crimson  Vetch. 

Farms  and  Farming. 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 

No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above      No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.         and  under  £10. 

20                       16                        31                        22  17 
And  three  occnpants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Fintray,  year  1872  73,  £6,932  7  1 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 

Uuds 533  6  0 

Do.        Shootings  and  Fishings,  where  let,          .        .         .  46  10  0 

Do.        Mills,  ^Ianufactories,  Shops,  &c.,    .         .         .         .  170  0  0 

Do.        Railways 22  0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,          .  304  2  0 

Total  value £8,008   '5     1 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Kintore,  Wester  Fintray. 
Sir  William  Forbes,  Bart.,  of  Craigievar,  Fintray. 
The  Heirs  of  the  late  George  CJarden  of  Lairshill. 
The  Rev.  William  Mcams,  D.D.,  of  Disblair. 
John  Ramsay,  Kstj.  of  Straloch. 
The  other  Proprietors  under  £100  of  yearly  rent,  are  nine  in  number. 
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Farming. — The  general  duration  of  leases  is  for  19  years. 
The  rotation  of  cropping  varying  from  the  fifth,  to  the  sixth 
and  seventh-shift  course.  On  the  loamy  soils  along  the  valley 
of  the  river,  the  sixth  and  the  seventh  course  prevails,  and  on  the 
newly  improved  and  higher  lying  land  to  the  north,  the  fifth 
shift  course  is  more  generally  followed.  This  last  rotation 
consists  of  only  one  oat  crop  after  second  year's  grass,  followed 
by  the  turnip  crop,  then  oats  or  barley  sown  down  with  grass 
and  clover  seeds ;  which  is  reckoned  the  best  rotation  where 
the  soil  is  light  and  moorish,  or  inclined  to  clay,  and  w^here  the 
third  year's  grass  frequently  fails,  especially  when  the  first 
year's  crop  is  cut  for  hay ;  but  as  a  rule,  the  larger  farmers  cut 
only  a  little  for  their  own  use.  On  most  of  the  larger  farms, 
the  office  houses  are  of  a  superior  description,  and  contain  well 
arranged  byres,  stables,  and  bam  accommodation,  and  unless 
on  a  few  of  the  smaller  class  of  holdings,  the  roofs  are  all  slated. 

Amongst  the  earlier  pioneers  of  improvements  on  farm 
building  in  this  County,  was  the  late  George  Skene  of  Skene, 
and  of  Wester  Fintray,  in  this  parish,  who,  as  an  agriculturist, 
was  far  in  advance  of  his  time,  showing  spirited  examples  of 
farming  improvements  of  every  kind,  and  was  "  a  liberal  and 
encouraring  landlord."  His  plan,  in  reference  to  farm  buildings, 
consisted  in  giving  to  occupants  a  ^eater  interest  in  the  im- 
provement of  their  farms  by  grantmg  them  longer  leases,  in 
order  that  they  might  improve,  or  buUd  decent  jfai^m  houses^ 
as  "  nothing  contributes  more  to  the  content  and  conveniency 
of  a  farmer,  than  good  and  well  disposed  of  buildings.  It 
elevates  his  mind,  gives  him  spirit  to  pursue  his  operations 
with  alacrity,  and  contributes  m  many  instances  to  augment 
his  profits.  On  these  accounts  he  ought  to  have  them,  and 
indeed  I  never  yet  saw  a  thriving  tenant  Who  had  not  good 
houses.  But  on  no  account  should  he  be  induced  to  expend 
that  stock  upon  building  houses,  which  should  be  employed  in 
extending  his  own  proper  business.  It  ought  always  to  bo 
done  by  tlie  landlord,  and  in  general,  a  ^ood  set  of  houses  upon 
a  farm  will  bring  him  much  greater  aaditional  rent  tlian  the 
interest  of  the  money  expended  upon  them." 

Following  these  remarks  by  Dr.  Anderson  (1792),  which 
appear  in  Dr.  Skene  Keith's  view  of  the  agriculture  of  Aber- 
deenshire (1811),  we  have  a  description  of  a  farm  house  and 
offices  at  Wester  Fintray  (in  the  parish  of  Fintray),  belonging 
to  Geo.  Skene  of  Skene,  and  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert 
Walker.  "  The  lease  of  this  farm  was  for  33  years,  with  two 
rises  of  rent.  For  the  first  11  years  the  rent  was  £130  ;  for 
the  second  11  years  is  £17 o  ;  and  for  the  last  11  years  will  be 
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£215,  inclmling  the  value  of  some  meal  and  bere,  converted  at 
the  fiar  prices.  The  contents  of  it  are  nearly  276  acres,  brides 
89  acres  of  moor  reserved  by  the  proprietor  for  planting."  This 
lease  lapsed  in  1822  ;  but  during  the  currency  of  the  lease,  the 
tenant,  with  the  assistance  of  the  landlord,  had  built — 

T/ie  fai^iera  house,  which  consisted  of  two  stories  and  S[arrets, 
two  low  back  wings  for  kitchen  and  brew-house,  witn  milk 
and  ale  cellars  adjoining  the  back  wall,  Uke  the  sculleries  in 
English  farm-houses,  and  at  the  back  and  60  feet  therefromi, 
a  Square  or  oblong  court  of  o^es,  of  130  feet  in  length  of  front, 
and  120  feet  deep.  **  The  ditferent  oflSces  are  16  feet  within, 
or  20  feet  over  walls  in  width,  and  from  12  to  13  feet  high." 

"  The  front  contains  an  apartment  for  the  farm  servants  on 
the  one  side,  and  a  house  for  holding  farm  utensils  on  the  other, 
each  20  feet  by  16.  Next  the  men*s  house  is  an  arched  entry 
to  the  dung-yard  in  the  middle  of  the  court ;  adjoining  the 
arch-way  on  the  right,  are  the  cart  sheds,  which  stand  in  the 
front  ceutre  of  the  building.  The  whole  is  floored  above,  and 
grain  lofts  are  in  the  second  storey.  The  west  wing  contains 
the  farmer's  stable,  46  by  16,  and  a  common  stable,  12  feet  by 
16.  On  the  end  of  the  last  is  a  threshiv^  hcn^  which  includes 
the  machinery  of  a  threshing  mill,  that  is  driven  hy  water,  and 
threshes  eight  bolls  of  grain  in  an  hour.  This  bam  is  68  feet 
long  on  t/ie  west  win^,  and  extends  56  feet  long  alo^ig  the  back 
of  die  court  Adjoining  to  that  end  of  the  bam,  are  sheds  for 
young  cattle,  40  feet  in  length  by  18  feet  in  breadth,  there  being 
no  wall  in  front  except  pillars  in  the  divisions.  A  byre  on  the 
end  of  the  sheds  extends  along  the  remainder  of  the  back  part 
of  the  court,  and  the  whole  of  the  east  wing,  120  feet  in  length, 
is  filled  with  houses  for  oxen,  cows,  and  calves,  except  an  apart- 
ment for  a  wright*s  table  and  shop,  18  feet  bv  20.  These  are 
the  contents  of  the  four  sides  of  the  court,  fiut  in  the  inside, 
instead  of  making  the  whole  a  dung-court,  the  farmer  has  judi- 
ciously cut  off  about  one-fourth  part  for  the  cattle,  and  has 
erected  two  rows  of  small  sheds  opposite  to  the  large  ones ;  and 
when  he  finds  the  dung  siiflSciently  treaded,  it  is  removed  into 
the  open  space  of  tlie  inner  court,  which  is  by  this  means  un- 
touched by  the  cattle.  Besides  the  accommodation  by  the 
houses  of  this  court,  another  row  of  offices  stands  parallel  to 
the  east  wing,  and  at  30  feet  distance  from  it,  so  as  to  allow  a 
loaded  cart  to  tlie  stack-yard,  which  adjoins  the  back  court ; 
also  a  store-room  for  turnips  is  built  in  line  of  the  back  wall 
In  this  row  a  large  cow-house  for  feeding  cattle  with  turnips, 
17i  feet  broad  by  64  feet  long,  to  which  there  is  access  from 
the  turnip  store-room,  has  a  division  (or  passage  in  front)  for 
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the  servants  to  carry  the  turnips  into  stone  troughs,  into  which 
water  can  be  introduced  at  pleasure,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
models  of  a  house  for  feeding  cattle  in  the  kingdom.  On  the 
end  of  it  are  other  two  cow-houses  (provincially  named  byres), 
for  more  black  cattle ;  and  adjoining  are  three  poultry  houses, 
&c." 

"  This  description  will  show  that  the  farmers  of  this  County 
not  only  have  better  farm  houses  and  oflSces  than  formerly,  but 
also  that  in  a  county  in  which  cattle  are  reared  in  great  num- 
bers, and  turnips  are  now  raised  for  feeding  them,  a  great  deal 
more  accommodation  is  requisite  than  is  necessary  in  the  corn- 
raising  counties  of  Scotland." 

"  The  total  advance  made  by  the  proprietor  was  about  one 
year  and  a  half  of  the  present  rent  (£175),  beside  the  old  dead 
inventory y  with  wood  from  his  own  forest  for  roofing,  and  the 
price  of  foreign  wood  for  doors  and  windows  of  the  farm  house. 
All  these  offices  are  stob-thatched  at  present,  i.e.,  are  covered 
with  a  coat  of  straw,  a  foot  thick,  fixed  to  the  roof.  Lately,  a 
slated  kiln  bam  was  attached  to  the  west  wing,  with  granary 
and  an  iron  plated  kiln  in  one  end,  capable  of  drying  three 
quarters  of  grain  at  a  time,  which  cost  £150.  And  the  farm 
house  and  whole  offices  could  not  now  be  built  for  £1,000." 

Nineteen  years  after  the  lapse  of  the  thirty-three  years'  lease, 
the  present  farm  houses  of  Wester  Fintray  were  built  (1842), 
on  plans  prepared  by  the  writer,  but  only  the  general  outline 
and  arrangements  of  the  building  were  adherea  to,  as  the  in- 
ternal details  were  so  altered  by  the  tenant  and  a  local  factor, 
who,  in  their  experience,  had  learned  nothing  but  the  old  beaten 

Eath  of  but-aTiA-ben  houses  for  farmers,  and  cramped  "  double- 
eaded  byres"  for  their  beasts.  The  building  is  an  oblong 
square,  divided  by  a  centre  wing  and  two  dung-courts,  with  open 
cart  passages  at  each  end  of  the  front  building.  On  the  extreme 
angles  at  the  back  of  the  building,  there  are  large  storehouses 
for  turnips,  and  a  projecting  central  back  wing  contains  the 
unthrashed  corn-bam,  and  the  machinery  of  the  thrashing  mill, 
which  is  propelled  by  water.  The  centre  of  the  north  wing  is 
occupied  oy  the  straw-bam  and  corn-dressing  room,  and  the 
remainder  of  it  right  and  left  by  the  byres.  The  east  and  west 
wings  are  occupied  as  byres,  while  the  central  wing  contains 
the  cart-sheds,  with  granary  loft  over,  and  the  front  wing  is 
occupied  as  the  farm  horse  stable,  implement  and  calves  houses. 
The  whole  is  built  of  grey  granite  in  regular  coursed  scabble- 
faced  blocks,  with  pick-dressed  comers,  lintels,  and  skew-tabling. 
All  the  roofs  are  slated,  and  inside  partition  walls  are  carried 
up  to  the  roofs  throughout  the  buildings,  except  in  the  east 
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and  west  byre  wings.  The  building  cost  about  £1,600,  exclasire 
of  carriages  which  were  performed  by  the  tenant.  The  timber 
used  throughout  was  tne  best  Birsemore,  Aboyne  Scots  fir. 
Bv  the  original  plan,  water  was  to  be  introduced  to  every  part 
01  the  building ;  but  this  proposal  was  only  partially  carried  out. 

Herds  of  pure  short  horns  are  not  numerous,  but  none  for 
the  true  blue  colour  of  its  blood  can  be  compared  with  that  at 
Seatiton,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Amos  and  Anthony  Cruickshank. 
Their  herd  dates  from  1835,  and  their  annual  sales  from  1842. 
They  commenced  with  stock  from  the  Ury  and  Eden  herds, 
followed  by  the  matchless  Matadore  fit)m  Booth's  Hopewell 
blood,  then  the  Baron  followed  by  Master  Butterfly  II.,  bought 
at  Mr.  Majoribanks  sale  at  Bushy  Grove  for  400  guineas,  being 
the  highest  priced  bull  that  ever  came  to  the  north  of  Scotlani 
Almost  every  year  the  Messrs.  Cruickshank  regenerates  their 
stock  by  fresh  blood,  both  in  the  male  and  female  line,  that  can 
be  procured  from  the  best  herds  in  the  kingdom.  On  their 
combined  farms  of  Seatiton,  Blair,  and  Mains  of  Udny,  they 
usually  have  from  300  to -400  pedigree  cows.  At  their  first 
public  sale,  in  1842,  they  disposed  of  eight  animals,  and  at  their 
annual  sales  now,  they  dispose  of  from  50  to  60  young  bulls,  at 
an  average  price  of  40  to  50  guineas  a-head ;  and  a  like  number 
are  annually  sold  by  private  bargain.  In  1867,  a  buU  calf,  11 
months  old,  was  sold  tor  150  guineas ;  a  lot  of  five  heifers  was 
sold  to  the  Earl  of  Clancarty  for  650  guineas,  and  a  lot  of  10  to 
Mr.  Majoribanks  for  1,000  guineas. 

Most  of  the  principal  farms  are  substantially  enclosed  by 
stone  dykes.  There  Tire  few  hedges  of  any  kind,  but  here  and 
there  some  wire  fences  have  come  into  use,  wlych  are  put  up 
to  be  removed,  as  occasion  requires  them  to  be,  from  neld  to 
field,  or  allowed  to  stand  permanently.  They  are,  however, 
in  the  best  form,  poor  substitutes  for  stone  fences  or  hedges, 
where  stones  are  plentiful,  and  shelter  for  cattle  stock  is  of  so 
much  importance. 

There  are  three  com-grindinff  mills  in  the  parish,  and  the 
large  woollen  manufactory  at  Cothal  Mills,  with  a  powerful 
waterfall,  employs  over  100  hands,  chiefly  in  the  manufacture 
of  winceys.  At  the  hamlet  of  Hatton,  which  stands  beside  the 
church,  there  are  merchants'  and  tradesmen's  shops,  and  a 
printing  press,  with  some  neat-looking  cottages.  Population 
m  1871, 115. 

Mansion  Houses, 

Fintray  House  stands  on  the  lower  slope  of  well-wooded 
grounds  overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Don.  It  is  built  in  the 
Tudor  style  of  architecture,  and  is  a  large  modern  and  commo- 
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<lions  mansion.    Disblair  Cottage  is  a  neat  residence,  and  tlio 
House  of  Lairshill  is  let  along  with  the  farm. 

The  Manse  is  an  elegant  residence,  with  six  acres  of  good 
glebe  land  attached.  The  Church  was  built  in  1821,  and  is  a  com- 
modious building,  capable  of  containing  a  congregation  of  800. 

Roads. 
The  public  road  from  Keith-hall  to  Aberdeen  intersects  the 
parish  from  west  to  east.  The  Parkhill  Station,  on  the  Formar- 
tine  and  Buchan  Railway,  is  within  about  one  mile  of  the  eastern 
boundary,  and  it  is  7  J  miles  from  Aberdeen ;  the  New  Machar 
Station  (on  the  same  line),  is  within  two  miles  of  the  Disblair 
boundary,  and  it  is  11 J  miles.  The  church  of  Fin  tray  is  within 
about  one  mile  of  the  Kinaldie  Station  on  the  Great  North  of 
Scotland  Railway,  which  is  10  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  access 
to  it  is  obtained  by  a  temporary-looking  iron  girder  bridge  of 
two  arches  across  the  Don,  near  to  Mill  of  Fintray.  The  west- 
em  division  of  the  parish  lies  opposite  to  the  burgh  of  Kintore, 
and  the  railway  station  there,  also  on  the  Great  North  Line, 
is  13  J  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  the  access  to  it,  from  Wester 
Fintray,  is  by  a  ford  and  ferry-boat  on  the  river. 

Fairs,  Inns,  and  AleJvouses. 
There  are  three  annual  Fairs  held  at  Hatton  on  the  1st 
Saturdavs  of  February,  April,  and  December.    There  is  one 
Inn  or  Alehouse  at  Hatton. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  FINTRAY,  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  AsseBsments,        ....      £.146    8 
Do.     from  MortificatioDB,  and  all  other  Boorces,      21  16 

'      £368    4    7 

Erpeniliture, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .        .      £273    4    9^ 

Medical  Relief, 10    1     3 

Management, 32  17    5^ 

Balance  in  hand,    ....  62    1     1 

£368    4    7 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871.  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


% 


PopuUtimi 

In 

1801. 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Ouual  Poor. 

FVltUOU9 

or 
Iniiano. 

3 

ru^ 

Femalen.   Total. 

1 

Depend- 
anttf. 

Regis- 
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Poor. 

Depend- 
autii. 

Other 
('asual 
Pot>r. 

1 

Depend- 
ants. 

1,003 

6 

25 

31 

35 

2 

0 

0 
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The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  In  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Via,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board 
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"  By  charter,  John,  second  Earl  of  Huntedon,  and  Lord  of  the 
Garioeh,  granted  Norman  Leslie,  son  of  Malcolm,*  the  land  of 
Lesseline  (Leslie)  and  others ;  to  be  held  by  him  and  his  heirs, 
and  of  the  granter  and  his  heirs,  in  fee  anu  heritage  in  terms 
of  the  charter ;  the  gift  of  the  church  of  Lesseline  excepte<L 
which  the  said  Norman  gave  to  the  Abbey  of  Lindors  (within 
the  diocese  of  St.  Andrews) ;  the  said  Earl  grants  also  to  the 
said  Norman  the  whole  land  of  Caskyben  (Keith-hall),  to  aug- 
ment the  foresaid  lands  of  Lesseline,  the  grantee  performing  m 
return  the  service  of  the  fee  of  one  knignt.  This  document 
is  dated  1224,  and  the  witnesses  are,  amount  others,  John, 
then  Abbot  of  Lundors,  and  Alexander  of  Lamington  (Fintrav), 
being  a  part  of  Caskyben  and  of  the  abbacy  lands  which  lay 
north  of  the  Tay.  At  the  Reformation,  the  Abbey  of  Lindores 
was  suppressed,  and  the  abbacy  lands  were  erected  mto  a  tem- 
poral lordship  in  favour  of  Ledie,  Lord  of  LindoresJ'  who 
acquired  from  the  Crown  an  heritable  right  to  collect  the  feu- 
duties  formerly  paid  by  the  vassals  of  that  abbacy,  and  to  ac- 
count for  the  same  to  the  Crown.  That  part  of  the  abbacy's 
right  which  lay  north  of  the  Tay  was  afterwards  acauired  by 
the  family  of  Craigievar,  who,  as  heritable  collectors,  nave  ever 
since  uplifted  these  feu-duties,  accounted  and  paid  them  to  the 
Exchequer,  and  received  for  that  trouble  an  annual  allowance 
of  £5  sterling.  The  sum  thus  paid  to  the  Exchequer  is  £73 
13s.  lid.t 


IIL— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Northern  Abbey  of  Lindores  is  said  to  have  stood  where 
the  fprincipal  burying  ground  of  the  parish  now  is,  and  the 
buildings  are  supposed  to  have  been  erected  about  the  year 
1386,  from  a  stone  bearing  that  date  which  was  found  in  the 
churchyard  walls.  There  are  now  no  vestiges  of  the  building 
above  ground,  but  foundations  of  the  walls  occasionally  inter- 

«  <*  These  were  the  |>roffenitor8  of  the  Earls  of  Rothes,  and  Lords  of  Lin- 
dores and  fiallincreich,  in  Fifeshire." — Jamieson's  Guldeos,  pp.  128,  129. 
t  Statistical  Account  of  Fiutray,  1840,  p.  174. 
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rupt  the  (lig^ng  of  graves.  The  Parish  Church*  is  a  handsome 
edifice ;  but  it  is  not  very  well  situated  for  the  parishioners  in 
the  north  and  eastern  districts  of  the  parish.  The  stipend  is 
128  bolls  meal,  128  bolls  barley,  payable  by  the  fiars*  prices  of 
the  County,  and  £S  6s.  8d.  money,  for  communion  elements. 
The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  £32  a-year,  and 
the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £16  17s.  6d.  The  parochial  school- 
master's house  and  garden  are  valued  at  £10. 

School  Board. — ^Tnere  are  five  members  upon  the  Board — 
Colonel  Ramsay  of  Straloch  is  chairman ;  James  H.  Ogston, 
clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Cate- 
chism taught.  At  present  there  is  but  one  school  in  the 
parish  under  the  Board,  with  90  male  scholars  and  35  females, 
with  male  and  female  teachers.  Population  of  the  parish  in 
1871.  1,108. 

Parochial  Registers. — The  oldest  register  belonging  to  the 
kirk-session  begins  on  the  25th  May,  1662,  but  only  fragments 
thereof  have  been  preserved,  and  all  are  in  loose  sheets.  The 
register  of  baptisms  appear  pretty  complete  since  the  year 
1728,  but  otherwise  they  are  defective.  Minutes  have  been 
kept,  but  seldom  entered  into  a  book,  previous  to  the  year  1795, 
since  which  time  regular  records  have  been  kept. 

Mortifications,  &c. — The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Morrison  of  Disblair 
mortified  the  sum  of  £200,  the  interest  of  which  is  paid  to  the 
teacher  of  a  school  at  Disblair.  A  blacksmith,  who  died  some 
years  ago,  left  £70  sterling,  the  interest  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  education  of  poot  childreti,  and  clothing  aged  females  be- 
longing to  the  parish ;  and  another  blacksmith,  in  like  man- 
ner, disposed  to  the  kirk-session,  feu  duties  to  the  value  of 
XIO  13s.  6d.  a-year,  for  similar  charitable  purposes. 

Amount  of  monies  received  from  church  collections  by  the 
kirk-session  during  the  year  ended  14th  May,1871,£20 16s.6  Jd., 
whereof  £5  Is.  5d.  was  expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  parish  school  stands  on  the  site  of  St.  Giles,  in  Hatton, 
where  the  Abbot  of  Lindores  had  a  summer  seat.    St.  Medden 

*  Anno  1703. — "  This  church  haa  an  iale  for  this  family  (Sir  William 
Forbes  of  Craigievar),  wherein  there  is  also  a  room  for  their  use  ;  and,  again, 
within  it,  a  hearth  and  cupboard,  etc.,  so  that  people  may  eat  and  drink,  and 
even  smoak  in  it  if  they  will,  a  profaneness  unheam  of  throughout  all  anti- 
qai^;  and  (un) worthy  of  the  age  wherein  we  live,  for,  since  the  Revolution, 
tne  like  liberty  has  been  taken  as  to  several  churches  in  the  south,  as  particu- 
larly Newbottle  and " — View  of  the  Diocese  of  Aberdeen. 
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is  the  tutelar  saint.  Tlie  minister  has  in  his  possession  a  silver 
cup,  belonging  to  the  parish,  bearing  date  1632,  which  tnuli- 
tion  says  was  formed  from  a  silver  head  of  St.  Medden,  which, 
in  the  days  of  Poj)ish  superstition,  was  wont  to  be  carried 
through  the  parish  in  procession,  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
tlie  weather,  as  circumstances  might  requu^e. 

In  the  year  1810,  William  Anderson,  farmer  in  Hatton  of 
Fintray,  began  to  cut  down  his  crop  with  a  scythe  instead  of  a 
sickle,  which  was  then  the  common  mode  of  cutting  down  crop 
all  over  Aberdeenshire. 

FIARS'  PRICES  OF  GRAIN  IN  ABERDEENSHIRE 

FOR  TEARS  AND  CROPS  185S  TO  1882  INCLi^IVK 


18&3    1854     1865     1866 


WkMU^lit  quality  with  fodder, 

Do.      without  fodder, 

2nd  quality  with  fodder, 

Do.      without  fodder, 

Peaae — 

Jf ait- Duty  included.      .    .    . 
OaU—lst  quality  with  fodder. . 

Do.    without  fodder, .    . 
2nd  quality  with  fodder, .    . 
Do.      without  fodder, .    .  I 

Barley— with  fodder i 

Do.  without  fodder, , 

iZear— Ist  quality  with  fodder, .    .  | 
Do.      without  fodder, .    . 
2Dd  quality  with  fodder, .    .  ' 
Do.      without  fodder, .    .  | 

Beans— 

Oat  Meal,  per  140  Iba.,     ....  I 


a.d. 

68  0 


a.  d. 

OS   7 


392    37 
588.63 
S<3«t  32 
256*26 
35  6    31 
24  6  [  25    . 
47  0  !  36  10 
88  0  I  31  10 
46  0,36    6 
37  0  I  31    6 
44  8  I  35    0 
35  8    SO    0 
43  0    41  10 
20  0    19    1 


I.  d.  i  a.  d. 

..       42   6 
60   2    36   6 


0,3011 
4'  62   0 


20   6 


«o  z  ,  a)    D 

27  2!  20    0 

34  2,25  6 
26  2  I  10  0 
43  7  I  40  10 
37  1  '35  4 
43  9  ,40  3 
37  3  34  9 
42  3    38    9 

35  9  33  8 
32  10  28  11 
22  0  ,  16  11 


Tbe  Qimin  ia  oomputed  hj  the  Itnperial  Quarter ;  the  Meal  hy  the  Boll  of  140  Imperial  Poimda. 
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FOR  YEARS  AND  CROPS  1803  TO  1872  INCLUSIVE. 

atom. 

1863 

1864 

1865 

1806 

1867 

1868 

1809     1870 

1871  I  1872 

1.  d. 

8.  d. 

B.d. 

8.d. 

8.d. 

8.    d. 

8.   d.    s.  d. 

a.  d.-&  d. 

Wheatr-lSi  quality  vfiih  fodder, . 
Do.      without  fodder, . 

44    3 

36    4 

57  0 

64    8 

67    6 

61    01     .. 

38   9 

30  10 

480 

52  8 

6210 

48    8 

38    0 

48   6 

52   0    44   3 

2nd  quality  with  fodder, . 

32   9 

32    5 

62  4 

60    0 

54    7 

5410"     .. 

Do.      without  fodder, . 

27    3 

26  11 

434 

469 

482 

44    0 

34    0 

46  r 

46  10:33   8 

Peate^ 

30   0 

28    6 

889    391 

424 

40    8 

29    7 

3510 

38    9  1  32  10 

Jfal^-Duty  included.    .... 

0ae#-l8t  quality  with  fodder,    . 

Do.      without  fodder,    . 

55  10 

60    0 

60  0    711 

70  5 

7110 

6910 

72    7 

56    2  172    1 

22    9 

22    6 

830    340 

82  7 

44  10 

27    8 

32   4 

32   7    2810 

16   9 

16    6 

23  0    24  0 

251 

27  10 

19   9 

23   4 

22    7 

22    1 

2nd  quality  with  fodder,    , 
Do.      without  fodder,    . 

21    9 

21    6 

32  4  1  33  0 

307 

43    4 

26    9 

3010 

31    1 

27    4 

15    9 

15    0 

224    230 

231 

20    4 

18    8 

2110 

21    1 

20    7 

Barley— with  twider,     .... 

3010 

28    3 

37  2    44  4 

417 

55    6 

34    9 

89   0 

88  10 

S2    2 

Do.  without  fodder,     .... 

25    4 

22    9 

282    344 

361 

39    5 

28    3 

31    0 

2910 

aa  5 

Bear— 1st  quality  with  fodder,    . 
Do.      without  fodder,    . 

2910 

27   6 

35  8    42  6 

389 

54    6 

34   6|S7   S 

87    3 

sill 

24    4 

2111 

268    326 

82  3 

38   6 

28   0    29   3 

28    3 

d6  2 

2nd  quality  with  fodder,    . 

28    6 

2511 

35  0    416 

37  3 

53   0 

33    0136   9 

35    9 

30   5 

Da      without  fodder,    . 

23    0 

20    5 

26  0    316 

80  9 

37    0 

26   6,27    9 

26    9 

34  » 

Beans — 

30   0 

27    6 

886    39  4 

416 
211 

43    9 
20   8 

29    6!S9   6 
16    8|16   6 

37    1 
16  11 

S3   9 
18    6 

Oat  Meal,  per  140  lbs.,   .... 

18    3 

12   6 

17  0    19  7 
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Fiars'  Prices  are  struck  by  a  jury  of  15,  whereof  not  fewer 
than  eight  shall  be  heritors,  shall  be  summoned  to  **  pass  upon 
the  inquest,  and  return  their  verdict  on  the  evidence,  or  their 
own  proper  knowlege  concerning  the  fiars  for  the  preceding 
crop. 

There  is  some  doubt  about  the  precise  etymological  significa- 
tion of  the  word  fiars,  although  some  are  inclinea  to  identify  it 
with  the  word  fiar  known  to  lawyers,  which  we  do  not  consider 
satisfactory,  and  the  most  satisfactory  elucidation  of  the 
mj'stery  appears  to  be  that  given  by  Paterson,  who  has  stated 
that  the  word  "  fiars  "  is  derived  from  the  French  word  "feur" 
signifying  "proportion**  or  "  average**  which  conveys  all  the 
meanmg  of  Fiars*  Prices,  especiallv  when  we  look  to  the  old 
modes  of  spelling  the  wora  which  prevailed  throughout  the 
country,  such  as  feires,  feira,  pheiris,  phears,  phyars,  and,  lat- 
terly ^^r«,  and  now  fiar9. 

It  IS  said  that  Fiars'  Prices  were  first  struck  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen  in  1705,  but  the  "  Act  declaring  and  appointing  the 
Manner  of  Striking  the  Sheriif-Fiars  "  is  dated  the  21st  Decem- 
ber, 1723,  and  it  is  called  the  "  Act  of  Sederunt,"  which  de- 
clares that  the  fiars  shall  be  yearly  struck  betwixt  the  4th  of 
February  and  1st  March,  but  the  alteration  of  the  style  since 
thepassmg  of  the  Act  now  allows  to  the  12th  March. 

This  Act  of  Sederunt  contains  great  defects,  and  some  un- 
iust  principles,  and  does  not  at  aU  regulate  the  procedure  fol- 
lowed in  the  different  counties  in  striKing  the  fiars.  The  pro- 
ceedings in  most  counties  vary  in  practice,  manjr  of  them  are 
contradictory,  and  have  established  themselves  in  form  alto- 
gether apart  from  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  Act  of  Sederunt, 
&s  the  following  abstract  of  procedure  in  three  different  Coun- 
ties in  Scotlana  will  show : — 

Aberdeenshire. — Schedules  of  evidence  used  are  proved  on 
oath  of  witnesses.  Jury  determine  first  and  second  qualities 
on  the  evidence  given.  Fiars  struck  are  wheat,  1st  and  2nd 
Quality,  with  and  without  fodder ;  pease,  without  haulm ;  malt, 
auty  mcluded ;  oats,  1st  and  2na  quality,  with  and  without 
fodder ;  barley,  with  and  without  fodder ;  bear  or  here,  1st  and 
2nd  quality,  with  and  without  fodder ;  beans,  without  haulm ; 
and  oatmeal    Expenses  of  witnesses  partially  paid. 

Haddingtonshire, — Grain  sold  out  of  county,  seed  com,  and 
grain  sold  on  credit,  are  excluded.  Fiars  struck  are  wheat. 
Barley,  and  oats,  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  quality  of  each.  Witnesses 
are  cited  proportionally  from  different  districts  of  the  county, 
to  deliver  by  a  given  day  lists  of  the  quantities,  kinds,  and 
prices  of  their  transactions  admissible  in  evidence,  and  to  ap- 
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poar  on  tho  List  Friday  of  February  to  ilopone  to  the  accuracy 
thoroof.  S!u»rirt'  (Jlerk  carefully  strikes  averages  by  takiii2[ 
total  (juantitit^s  and  total  prices  ;  and,  ascertaining  the  medium 
price,  then  tinding  the  average  price  of  all  above  and  all  l>elow 
medium  price.  To  each  of  tht^se  avcni^'es  he  adds  2  J  per  cent . 
and  the  results  form  respectively  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  tTars,  which 
are  announced  publicly  by  the  Sheriff  on  the  1st  Thursday  of 
March. 

Rosa  and  Cronvarty  Shires. — Fiars  are  struck  for  the  com- 
bined counties.  The  lists  comprehend  1st  and  2nd  quality  of 
wheat ;  1st  and  2nd  <|uality  of  oats  ;  one  each  of  barley,  here 
or  bigg,  pease,  beans,  rye,  oatmeal,  barleyraeal,  and  malt.  No 
schedules  are  issued  to  witnesses,  who  are  selected  from  £ir- 
mera,  com  dealers,  millers,  and  distillers.  Formerly,  export^il 
erain  was  not  admitted  in  evidence,  but  now  all  transactions 
m  grain  are  admitted  under  certain  deductions  as  to  interest 
and  expenses. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  the  custom  of  striking  Fiars'  Prices 
had  its  origin  in  connection  with  the  tithes  or  teinds,  which, 
from  an  early  period,  were  set  apart  for  the  support  of  the 
cler^,  and  some  are  of  opinion  that  the  practice  was  first 
instituted  for  tho  puq)ose  of  assessing  the  value  of  victual 
rents  payable  to  the  Crown,  and  that  this  was  done  at  the 
instance  of  the  Court  of  Exchecpier,  on  data  furnished  by 
Sheriffs  of  counties.  In  support  of  the  former  view,  a  number 
of  writers  are  of  opinion  that  the  institution  of  tithes,  or  tenths, 
has  a  scriptural  soun^e,  and  that  the  obligation  of  the  laity  for 
payment  of  such  for  the  support  of  the  clergy  "  is  of  Divine 
appointment  and  authority  ;"  other  writers  dispute  this  view, 
and  hold  "  the  payminit  of  tithes  to  have  been  devised  and 
enforced  by  man  alone,"  founding  on  the  Act  15vS4,  Cap.  22, 
which  contains  the  first  allusion  to  the  fiars,  under  which  "  i\ 
commission  was  granted  to  the  auditors  of  Exchequer  to  sett 
and  appoint  certaine  indifferent  commoun  prices  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  feires  of  the  countries." 

f'or  half  a  century  after  the  adoption  of  Protestantism  in 
this  country,  the  support  of  its  ministers  was  barely  provided 
for,  and  they  continued  in  that  state  down  to  the  date  of  the 
Union,  during  which  time  their  stipends  were  paid  by  collectors 
appointed  by  Commissioners  under  the  statutes  dealing  with 
tlieir  case.  In  1707,  an  Act  was  passed,  "  by  which  the  juris- 
diction in  all  questions  relating  to  the  titlies,  or  teinds,  wi« 
transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  Court  of  Session."  Since  that 
date  the  rights  of  the  clergy  have  been  fuUy  recognised,  and 
in  many  cases  they  are  found  to  be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
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tlie  whole  of  the  teinds  of  the  parish,  and  that,  under  the  Act 
Geo.  III.,  Cap.  138,  "  all  their  stipends  are  ordained  to  be  veri- 
fied in  grain  or  victual,  converted  into  money,  according  to  the 
highest  fiars  of  the  County  fixed  by  the  Sheriff." 


PARISH  OF  FORGUE. 


Presbytery  of  Turriff — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 

The  ancient  name  of  this  parish  is  Forrig,  as  appears  on  two 
communion  cups  :— "  GIFFIT.  TO.  GOD.  And.  His.  CHURCH. 
Be.  JAMES.  CREIGHTOUN.  of.  FRENDRAUEGHT,To.  The. 
KIRK.  OF.  FORRIG.,  1633."  The  mouths  of  these  cups  are  of 
beaten  silver,  and  the  pillars  are  tastefully  ornamented  by  leaves 
and  tendrils  of  the  vine.  On  a  baptismal  font  of  beaten  silver, 
but  without  date,  the  Crichton  arms  aiul  motto  appear  on  the 
bottom  of  it,  with  the  following  inscription  round  its  edge : — 
"  GIFFIT.  TO.  GOD.  And.  His.  CHURCH,  of.  FORGUK,  By. 
JAMES.  VISCOUNT,  of.  FRENDRAUGHT.  LORD.  CRICH- 
TONE."* 

Boundaries, 

The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  Rothie- 
may  and  Inverkeithney  in  Banfi'shire ;  on  the  east  by  the  parish 
of  Auchterless ;  on  the  south  by  the  parishes  of  Culsahnond 
and  Insch ;  and  on  the  west  by  tlie  parishes  of  Drumblade  and 
Huntly. 

Extent, 

Its  extr(?me  length  from  south  to  north,  in  a  direct  line, 
from  the  water  of  Ury  at  Auchentender,  to  the  Doveran  at 
Comeyhaui^h,  is  fully  9  miles ;  and  its  extreme  breadth,  also 
in  a  direi^t  line,  from  east  to  west,  from  Grariochsford  to  the 
Corse  of  Kinnoir,  is  nearly  8  miles.  The  whole  area  of  the 
parish  is  computed  to  be  17,379J  acres. 

*  "  From  the  difference  of  spelling,  the  fair  inference  10,  that  the  cups  were 
preeeutod  at  an  earlier  period,  and  the  basin  at  a  later  ;  and  from  the  addition 
of  the  title  to  the  inscnption  on  the  basin,  and  the  omission  of  it  altogether  on 
the  cnpe,  the  Crichton  family  must  have  been  ennobled  between  these  periods." 
--Statistical  Account  of  Forgue,  1842. 
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Topography, 
The  general  appearance  of  the  parish  is  undulatory,  but  the 
chief  features  consist  of  the  two  central  valleys  formed  by  the 
bums  of  Bognie  and  Frendraught,  which,  after  their  confluence 
at  Mill  of  Forgue,  form  the  bum  of  Forgjue  and  Inverkeithney. 
On  the  south-west  point  of  the  western  ridge  of  Yonder  Bognie, 
stands  the  Foreman  Hill  (1,130  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the 
highest  land  in  the  parish),  with  the  Doveran  running  along 
its  western  base.  The  central  ridge  rises  with  gentle  slopes 
from  the  Mill  of  Forgue,  by  the  Raich  and  Comisty  Hills,  to 
the  Corse  of  Monellie,  and  terminate  in  the  Bisset  Hills,  which 
are  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  water  of  Ury  and  the  cheer- 
less glen  of  Foudland.  The  eastern  ridge  is  formed  by  the 
lower  rounded  hills  of  Drumblair,  Largue,  Balgaveny,  and 
Auchaber,  which  run  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  converging 
with  the  central  ridge,  also  terminate  in  the  Bisset  Hills  west 
of  the  source  of  the  Ythan.  The  lowermost  point  in  the  parish 
on  the  water  of  Ury  at  Auchentender,  is  538  feet  above  sea 
level,  and  the  highest  point  on  the  stream  at  Bainshole,  is 
635  feet.  The  lowermost  point  on  the  Ythan,  at  the  influx  of 
the  bum  of  Ault-davie,  near  to  the  Stat'w  ad  Ithunum,  opposite 
Glenmailen,  is  508  feet,  and  the  wells  of  Ythan,  or  source  of 
the  river,  is  768  feet.  The  summit  of  the  road  from  Hawkhall, 
to  the  glens  of  Foudland,  at  the  Bisset  Moss,  is  917  feet.  The 
lowermost  point  on  the  Inverurie  and  Forgue  road  at  Mill  of 
Gariochsford,  is  419  feet,  and  the  summit  of  this  road  in  the 
Den  of  Largue,  is  577  feet ;  the  bridge  of  Place  Mill  is  315  feet, 
the  junction  of  the  Turriff  road,  at  Boyndsmill,  is  321  feet ;  the 
bridge  of  Forgue,  near  the  church,  is  248  feet ;  and  the  termi- 
nation of  this  road,  at  Bomie-brae  Inn,  is  368  feet  above  sea 
level.  The  confluence  of  the  burns  of  Forgue  and  Frendraught, 
at  Mill  of  Forgue  is  about  232  feet,  which  is  near  to  the  lowest 
point  in  the  parish ;  the  church  of  Forgue  is  about  260  feet ;  the 
bridge  over  the  bum  of  Cobairdy,  which  forms  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  parish,  on  the  Huntly  and  bridge  of  Mamoch 
road,  is  310  feet ;  and  the  north  boundaryof  the  parish  on  this 
road,  at  Yonder  Bognie,  is  354  feet.  The  lowermost  point 
on  the  Doveran  at  Bognie's  Ca',  is  242  feet,  and  the  houses  of 
Comeyhaugh,  are  290  feet  above  sea  level 

Oeology  and  Soils. 

Following  the   general   description   of  the  topographical 

features  of  the  parish,  we  next  come  to  notice  the  rocky  masses, 

accidental  minerals,  superficial  layers,  and  deposits  which  form 

the  various  hills  and  valleys  of  the  district     The  chief  strata 
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beinj  that  of  the  greywacke  and  clay-slate  which  is  everywhere 
largely  developed.  On  the  western  division  it  appears  on  the 
southern  and  also  on  western  base  of  the  Foreman,  and  on  the 
eastern  hills  of  the  Largue  and  Balgaveny,  while  on  the  inter- 
veninoc  hills,  and  in  the  valleys,  the  rock  appears  in  many  places. 
The  higher  hilb  of  the  Bisset,  which  form  tne  southern  division 
of  the  parish,  are  all  composed  of  this  rock,  and  the  clay  slate, 
from  the  minuteness  of  its  component  grains,  appears  in  general 
to  be  very  schistose.  In  regard  to  its  general  appearance,  and 
wherever  the  rock  has  been  wrought,  or  laid  open  by  accidental 
circumstances,  it  presents  much  the  same  mineral  character, 
and  consists  of  a  slate  formed  of  minute  micaceous  scales, 
mostly  of  a  blue  lead  colour,  but  sometimes  of  a  brown,  and 
where  this  latter  coloured  rock  occurs,  there  are  minute  veins 
and  layers  of  quartz  charged  with  ferruginous  matter ;  much 
of  the  rock  is  then  found  in  a  decomposed  state.  On  the  Lamb- 
hill,  a  middle  southern  oftshoot  of  the  Bissets,  the  slate  has 
been  partially  wrought  for  roofing  purposes,  and  in  it  some  iron 
pyrites  of  a  brown  and  pale  brassy  colour  are  to  be  found  in 
imbedded  cubes,  and  in  various  stages  of  decomposition.  Al- 
ternating with  the  greywacke  are  to  be  found  beds,  or  veins  of 
limestone,  which  seem  to  run  across  the  country  from  the 
Knock-hill  in  Banffshire,  in  a  south-easterly  direction  towards 
Benachie,  and  of  this  there  are  good  indications  of  the  veins 
which  are  to  be  found  at  Pitfancy  in  this  parish,  and  beyond 
it,  in  Drumblade,  Insch,  Premnay,  and  at  Pittodrie,  on  the 
borders  of  Chapel  of  Gariock  The  Pitfancy  limestone  was  at 
one  time  worked,  but,  as  it  occupies  a  very  low  situation,  and 
as  the  strata  appeared  nearlv  in  a  vertical  position,  underlying 
large  masses  of  superincumbent  matter,  the  workings  have  for 
a  long  time  been  abandoned.  In  colour,  the  limestone  was 
bluish-grev,  and  contained  small  veins  of  calcareous  spar,  some 
mica,  and  large  quantities  of  argillaceous  matter.  Slight  traces 
of  magnesian  limestone  are  to  be  found  on  the  north  ridge  of 
the  Foreinan,  and  some  veins  of  the  crystalline  limestone  rock 
can  be  traced  on  the  Kaich  hills,  east  of  the  Bog-coop  wood. 

The  remaining  stratified  rock  which  we  have  to  notice  as 
occuring  in  this  parish,  is  that  of  a  fine  variety  of  granitic 
gneiss,  which  appears  on  the  Well-bog,  and  the  northern  ridge 
of  the  Yonder  Bognie  Hills,  but  it  only  occupies  a  small  extent 
of  surface.  It  is  to  bo  found  in  masses,  at  a  very  high  level,  on 
the  east  face  of  the  hills,  and  in  fragmentary  blocks  on  the  west. 
The  rock  consists  of  the  usual  ternary  compound  of  felspar, 
quartz,  and  mica,  and  is  formed  of  a  minutely  laminated  aggre- 
gate, in  which  the  three  minerals  are  blended  through  each 
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other.  It  is  small  OTanular,  and,  in  colour,  it  is  greyish,  or 
yellowish-white,  with  some  faint  flesh-red  shades,  which  in- 
dicate the  existence  of  the  porphyritic  variety.  In  some  of  the 
small  quarry  workings  which  have  been  made,  the  stratified 
disposition  of  the  rock  becomes  obscure,  and,  on  exposure  to 
the  atmosphere,  it  loses  its  transparency,  the  felspar  withers 
away,  and  the  quartz  stands  out  in  stronger  relief 

In  some  places  bordering  on  the  parish  of  Inverkeithney  on 
the  north,  syenitic  greenstone  is  to  be  found,  and  is  the  only  un- 
stratified  rock  which  appears  in  the  parish.  This  rock  occurs 
in  boulder  masses,  and  occupies  but  a  small  space.  It  is  in 
general  a  compound  of  hornblende,  and  felspar,  with  few 
varieties  in  its  mineralogical  composition.  The  hornblende  is 
of  a  darkish-green  colour,  with  some  lighter  shades ;  the  felspar 
is  OTcyish-wnite,  but  it  is  frequently  greenish-grey  and  brown, 
and,  in  size,  its  com]X)nent  parts  vary  from  small  to  large 
ffranular,  with  a  granitic  structure,  and  veins  of  quartz,  red 
hemalite,  and  heavy  spar. 

Deposits  of  unconsolidated  matter  exist  all  over  the  parish. 
Peat,  which  at  one  time  seemed  to  have  formed  the  chief 
alluvial  accumulations  on  the  Bisset  Hills,  is  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted, and  fuel  can  only  be  obtained  at  much  labour  and 
expense.  On  the  partially  decomposed  slate,  pebbly  gravel, 
and  gravelly  clav,  and  along  the  banks  of  the  streams  and 
small  rivulets,  tnere  are  deep  beds  of  loamy  soil,  clay,  moss, 
and  sand,  all  diflering  in  extent,  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the 
adjoining  streams,  and  partaking  of  the  quality  of  the  several 
individual  rocks,  or  strata  throughout  its  course. 

Soils. — The  soil  in  the  valleys  is  eenerally  of  a  fertile  descrip- 
tion. On  the  lower  rounded  hill  slopes  of  a  clay-slate  country, 
and  where  there  is  a  proper  proportion  of  alluminous  matter 
conioined  to  the  quartz,  the  soil  is  very  productive  ;  and  on  the 
higher  hills,  where  there  is  a  want  of  silicious  matter  in  the 
soil,  although  it  be  not  characterised  by  much  tenacity,  the 
roots  of  vegetables  cannot  penetrate,  therefore,  it  is  often  sterile, 
and  does  not  repay  the  labour  of  the  agriculturalist. 

Hydrography, 

The  Doveran  bounds  the  parish  for  about  a  mile,  on  the  north. 
The  water  of  Ury  divides  it  from  the  parishes  of  Insch  and 
Culsalmond  for  about  2J  miles  on  the  south.  The  Ythan  has 
its  source  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Bisset  Hills,  and  has  an 
easterly  course  within  the  parish  of  about  a  mile  and  a  hal£ 
The  burn  of  Frendraught  flows  from  the  interior  of  the  eastern 
division  of  the  parish,  and,  along  with  its  tributary  bums  of 
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Aucharnie  and  Largue,  drains  the  chief  portion  of  that  division. 
That  portion  of  the  parish  which  hes  to  the  east  of  the  ridge  of 
the  Largiie  is  bounded  by  the  bums  of  Balgaveny  and  Gariochs- 
ford,  which  unite  below  the  mill  of  the  latter  place,  and  form  a 

!)retty  large  tributary  of  the  Ythan,  at  Knockleith,  in  Aucliter- 
ess.  The  burn  of  Forgue  (in  its  upper  course,  DrumdoUo), 
forms  the  west  boundary  of  tlie  parish  with  Drumblade,  and  its 
chief  tributary  stream,  the  burn  of  Cobairdy,  forms  the  south 
boundary  with  the  parishes  of  Drumblade  and  Huntly.  The 
bums  of  Forgue  and  Frendraught  unite  in  the  picturesque 
valley  below  Little  Forgue,  after  which  the  confluent  stream 
has  but  a  short  course  till  it  falls  into  the  Doveran  at  the 
church  of  Inverkeithney. 

These  streams,  along  with  numerous  perennial  springs,  some 
of  them  slightly  tainted  with  iron  ore,  abundantly  supply  the 
parish  with  water  for  all  domestic  purposes,  and,  as  the  gather- 
ing grounds  are  comparatively  free  of  animal  contamination, 
and  the  chemical  character  of  the  rocks  free  of  saline,  or  soluble 
mineral  impregnations,  the  water  which  issues  from  the  clay 
slate  is  clear,  palatable,  and  well-adapted  for  domestic  purposes. 
Most  of  the  streams  are  well  stocked  with  the  common  bum 
trout,  and  the  Doveran,  which  abounds  with  salmon,  sea,  and 
common  trout,  affords  excellent  rod-fishing. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

The  southern  base  and  hill  slopes  of  the  Foreman  are  covered 
by  the  plantations  and  woods  of  Cobairdv,  and  here  the  planted 
ground  extends  to  the  summit  of  the  hiil.  The  lower  grounds 
around  the  mansion  house  are  finely  laid  out  with  belts,  and 
rows  of  old  hardwood  trees,  arid  some  well-kept  beech  hedges, 
while  the  lower  hill  slopes  are  covered  with  full-grown  trees, 
which  consist  of  larch,  partially  mixed  with  Scots  firs,  and  some 
fine  spruce  trees  in  the  sheltered  places.  The  higher  slopes  of 
the  lull,  and  towards  the  summit,  the  trees  consist  of  larch,  but 
at  such  an  elevation,  they  barely  cover  the  CTound,  and  are 
only  low  weather-beaten  bushes.  On  the  nortnem  face  of  the 
Foreman,  and  on  the  ridge  of  the  Bognie  Hills,  which  are  par- 
tially covered  with  larch  and  Scots  firs  of  various  ages,  the  trees 
stand  in  a  neglected  condition  for  want  of  proper  fencing, 
while  on  the  lower  steep  slopes  of  Comeyhaugh,  lymg  towards 
the  Doveran,  most  of  the  older  Scots  firs  and  larch  woods  have 
recently  been  cut  down,  and  the  ground  replanted. 

On  the  Mains  of  Bognie,  there  are  some  rows  and  belts  of  fine 
old  beech  and  elm  trees,  and  some  old  neglected  thorn  hedges, 
with  bushes  of  natural-grown  alders  and  willow  trees  along  the 
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bum  of  Forgue.  At  the  church,  there  are  some  fine  old  hard- 
wood trees,  while  lower  down  the  valley,  and  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  stream,  are  the  ornamental  grounds  of  Haddo,  the 
mansion  house  of  which  stands  very  near  to  the  Inverkeithney 
boundary  of  the  parish. 

On  the  central  ridge,  or  division,  are  the  extensive  Scots  fir 
and  larch  plantations  on  Little  Forgue,  Conland,  Boff-coop,  the 
Raich  and  Comisty  Hills,  which  are  all  conjoined  with  the  older 
woods  surrounding  the  house  of  Frendraught,  the  ancient  seat 
of  the  Crichtons.  These  plantations  are  of  various  ages,  the 
younger  trees  generally  occupying  the  ground  which  had  been 
cleared  within  the  past  40  years  of  a  crop  of  old  wood. 

The  older  wood,  now  standing,  is  that  which  is  to  be  found 
in  the  grounds  of  Frendraught,*  and  here  there  are  some  re- 
markably fine  specimens  of  beech  and  other  hardwood  trees, 
and  larch,  with  some  spruce  and  Scots  firs,  which  have  been 
left  around  the  mansioa  Some  years  a^o,  a  new  approach-road 
was  made  to  Frendraught,  and  the  mams-farm  remodelled  by 
new  enclosures,  composed  of  stone  dykes  and  thorn  hedg^, 
which  have  added  much  to  improve  the  appearance  of  tliis 
finely  situated,  but  much  neglected  place.  To  the  south  of  the 
Frendraught  woods,  but  at  some  distance  therefrom,  are  some 
small  clumps  and  belts  around  the  mansion  house  of  Corse,  and 
some  hedge-row  belts  on  Monellie,  bordering  on  the  parish  of 
Drumblade.  In  the  lower  valley  of  the  bum  of  Frendraught, 
around  Boyne's  Mill,  there  are  some  fine  old  ash  and  elm  trees, 
and  old  thorn  hedges,  and  here,  in  the  centre  of  this  small  pro- 
perty, in  a  clump  of  hardwood  trees,  a  colony  of  rooks  (Corvua 
frugilegus)  have  formed  one  of  the  few  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  the  country,  where  they  experience  much  forbearance, 
and,  as  the  farmer's  friend  in  seed-time,  they  are  never  allowed 
to  smell  anything  stronger  than  the  not  unpleasant  odours  of 
the  malt-kilns  of  Glendronach,  and  the  rather  stronger  and  less 
agreeable  perfumes  arising  from  the  extensive  piggeries,  and 
bullock-feeding  establishment  attached  to  the 'distillery,  smells 
which,  in  a  "  mochy  morning,"  are  sometimes  felt  for  miles  up 
and  down  the  glen,  just  as  the  wind  blows. 

Along  the  eastern  valley  of  the  bum  of  Drumblair  and 

*  "On  the  property  of  Mr.  Morison  of  Bognie,  there  are  many  thrivmg 
plantatioDB  of  natural  wood.  Upon  hills  and  waste  ^und,  there  are  10  different 
enclosures,  containing  about  300  acres,  covered  with  various  kinds  of  fir,  and 
hardwood  interspersed,  where  the  soil  admits.  Kear  to  Frendraught  house,  and 
upon  an  outfarm,  occupied  by  the  same  proprietor,  there  are  about  12  different 
divisions  or  patches  of  better  ground,  containing  about  50  acres  enclosed,  and 
beautifully  covered  with  larix,  hardwood,  and  other  varieties  of  trees." — Sir 
John  Sinclair's  Statistical  Account,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  284. 
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Largue,  there  are  numerous  hedges,  hedge-row  trees,  belts,  and 
clumps  of  various  kinds  of  trees  at  Place  Mill,Drumblair, Temple- 
land,  and  in  the  Den  of  Largue.  These  plantations  have  been 
mostly  formed  on  steep  banks  and  waste  land,  and  are  all  upon 
a  small  scale,  but  they  have  done  much  to  improve  the  climate ; 
while  the  larger  plantations,  on  the  higher  eastern  ridge  of 
Balgaveny,  and  on  the  table-land  of  Aucharnie  and  Auchaber, 
have  improved  the  appearance  of  the  district,  and  now  afford 
valuable  shelter  to  the  adjoining  land  on  this  rather  high  lying 
division  of  the  parish. 

On  the  bare  hills  of  the  Bisset,  some  years  aeo,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  raise  forest  trees  from  seed,  and  a  large  extent  of 
ground  was  enclosed  by  turf  dykes,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of 

1)reventing  the  hills  from  being  skinned  ojt  turfs  for  met  The 
ower  parts  of  the  ground  has  an  elevation  of  about  700  feet,  and 
the  higher  reaches  to  about  1,000,  and  the  whole  has  no  shelter 
from  much  higher  hills  or  trees  of  any  kind,  the  higher  portions 
of  the  ground  being  fullj^  exposed  to  the  north,  and  the  lower, 
to  the  westerly  winds  which  sweep  through  the  glens  of  Foud- 
land.  These  nills  are  covered  witn  two  or  three  inches  of  moss 
and  moorish  soil,  with  patches  here  and  there  of  deeper  moss, 
and  some  gritty  soil  formed  of  decomposed  slate.  The  subsoil 
being  composed  chiefly  of  small  compact  fragments  of  the 
underlying  slate  rock  of  the  district. 

The  seeds  planted  were  chiefly  Scots  fir  and  larch,  and,  as  it 
is  generally  believed  that  seedlings  of  spontaneous  growth  will 
live  where  nursery-raised  plants  will  die,  they  did  live,  the 
seeds  germinated  n'eely,  but,  owing  to  the  lightness  of  the  soil, 
and  the  want  of  a  closer  surface  sward,  which  consisted  chiefly 
of  stunted  heather  in  tufts  and  patches,  the  young  plants  be- 
came sickly,  and  died  away.  Latterly,  a  portion  of  the  ground 
has  been  replanted  with  larch ;  but,  witnout  some  process  of 
loosening,  or  stirring  the  subsoil,  larch,  or  almost  any  other  kind 
of  forest  tree,  will  not  succeed. 

Botany. — Few  rare  plants  have  been  discovered  in  this  parish, 
but  the  following  wilt  show  that  the  district  is  not  devoid  of 
interest  in  this  department  of  natural  history : — 

Agrimonia  eupcUaria — Common  Agrimony.    AlchemiUa  Alpina — Alpine  Lady's 

Mantle. 
AnagcUlis  anwnn*— Common  Scarlet  Pimpernel.    AnagcUlis  coBruUa — Blue  Pim- 

peniel. 
Bryonia  dioica — Red-berried  Bryony.    Buiomus  umbelloUus — Common  Flowering 

Rash. 
Campanula  pattUa — Spreading  BeU-flower.    Colchicum  aiUwnfuUe — Autumn  Col 

chicum. 
CerMtium  arvense — Field  Moose-ear,  Chick-weed.    Cnicus  eriophorm — WoUy- 

headed  Thistle. 
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Echium  vulgare — Ck>minoii  Viper's-bugloefl.  Equisetum  gylwUicum — ^Wood  Hone- 
tail. 
OenifUa  Anfflica — Needle  Green- wood,  Thorny-broom.      Oeranium  sylvcUkum — 

Wood  Crane'g-bilL 
Oeranium  pratense — Meadow  Crane's-bilL     Gnaphalium  syhaiicum — Highland 

Cudweed. 
Qnaphalinm    Germanicum — Common    Cudweed.       Hahenaria    viridis — Green 

Habenaria. 
Habenaria  albida — Small  White  Habenaria. — Hippuris  vulffaria — ^Mare's-taiL 
Hyi>ericum  humifu^um — Trailing  St.  John's-wort.     Hypericum  elodes — Marah 

St.  John's- wort. 
Juneus  glaucwt — Hard  RusK     Juniperus  communis— Commxm  Jnniper. 
Mtntha  sylvedrie — Horse  Mint.      Menyanthes  tr\foliaia — Marah  Trefoil,    Bog- 
bean. 
Nepeta  cataria — Common  Cat  Mint.  Orchis  mascula — Early  Purple,  or  Meadow 

Orchis. 
Poa  Alpina — Alpine  Meadow-grass.      PotentiUa  reptans — Common  Creeping 

CinquefoiL 
Polygonum  persicaria — Spotted  Persicaria^  Snake  Weed.      Prunus  spinosa — 

Black  Thorn,  Sloe. 
Quercus  ro6tir— British  oak.     JRosa  tomentosa— Downy -Ita^ed,  Dog  Rose. 
Salix  alba — Common  White  Willow.     Salix  rupestris — Silky  Rock  Sallow. 
SalixfragUis — Crack  Willow.     Salix  glauca — Glaucous  Mountain  Willow. 
Solanum  Dulcamara — Bitter  Sweet,  Woody  Night  Shade.     Sonchua  Alpinus — 

Blue  Alpine  Sow  Thistle. 
Spir&a  jUliperidula — Common  Dropwort,  Meadow-sweet.     Tusmlago  farfara — 

Colt's-foot. 
Veronica  chamcedrys — Germanda,  Speedwell.     Veronica  hirsuta — Hairy -leaved 

SpeedwelL 
Viola  palustris — Marsh  Violet.     Viola  camno— Dog's  Violet.     Viola  trieohr — 

Pansy  Violet,  Heart's  Easa 

Farms  and  Fai^ming, 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form : — 

No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.         and  under  £20.        and  under  £10. 

30  34  55  50  52 

And  19  occupants  of  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Forgue,  year  1872-73,  £  1 1 ,  169  15  4 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,      ....    - 1,402    7  0 

Do.        Shootings,  where  let, 7    0  0 

Do.        Mills,  Distillery,  Shops,  &c., 629    0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  .        .  334    0  0 

Total  value, £13,442    4    2 

Land  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

Alexander  Morison,  Esq.  of  Bognie. 
Eobert  Simpson,  Esq.  of  Cobairay. 
John  Forbes,  Esq.  of  Haildo. 

Alexander  Simpson,  Esq.,  Joint  Trustee  of  the  late  William  Simpson 
of  Glenythan. 
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Mrs.  Davidson  of  Auchabcr  and  Largue. 

The  Tmstees  of  the  late  George  Thompson  of  Boyne's  Mill. 

Alexander  Anderson,  Esq.  of  Aucharnie. 

Creorge  Anderson,  Esq.  of  Netherton  of  Aucharnie. 

William  Kileour,  Esq.  of  Balgaveny. 

Heirs  of  the  late  Alexander  Sharp  Shand  of  Temple-land. 

Heirs  of  the  late  Rev.  Greorge  Garioch  of  Gariochsford. 

Thomas  Gilzean  Rose  Innes,  Esq.  of  Monellie. 

The  other  Proprietors,  nnder  £100  of  yearly  valae,  are  13  in  namber. 

Farming. — The  duration  of  farming  leases  run  from  15  to 
19  years,  and  the  rotation  of  cropping  that  of  the '  fifth  and 
sixth-shift  courses.  Under  both  rotations,  only  one  cereal  crop 
is  taken  after  second  and  third  years  grass.  The  fifth-shitt 
with  two  grasses  is  found  to  answer  best  on  the  high-lying  dry 
land  and  on  the  poorer  wet  clay  soils,  while  on  the  richer  loams 
the  third  year's  ffrass  does  not  fall  oft',  or  become  inferior  for 
pasture  to  that  of  the  two  preceding  years. 

The  reclamation  of  waste  land  has  been  gradually  going  on 
during  the  bygone  40  years,  and  in  that  period  the  extent  of 
cultivation  Kas  been  doubled,  and  the  produce  more  than 
doubled  that  of  former  years.  Considerable  additions  have  been 
made  to  several  of  the  larger  farms  by  these  improvements,  but 
in  a  great  many  places,  some  new  farms,  and  a  great  many  crofts 
have  been  created  chiefly  by  the  occupiers  themselves,  without 
much  encouragement  from  the  chief  proprietors,  either  for  im- 

E roving  the  land,  or  drainage  and  fencing,  or  even  in  building 
ouses. 

Drainage  operations  have  not  been  very  extensively  required. 
The  general  configuration  of  the  parish,  the  open  nature  of  a 
good  deal  of  the  subsoil,  and  the  favourable  outfalls  afforded 
by  the  arterial  and  bounding  streams,  have  together  tended 
materially  to  aid  and  lessen  tne  expense  of  thorough  drainage 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 

One  proprietor  in  the  parish  commenced  thorough  draining 
35  years  ago,  and,  "  as  this  operation  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all 
good  farming  "  throughout  the  country,  a  short  account  of  the 
Cobairdy  draining  may  not  be  uninteresting.  They  were  cut 
to  a  depth  of  from  26  to  30  inches,  and  nearly  half  filled  with 
stones,  which  were  broken  into  about  two  inch  cubes,  restoring 
the  earth  on  to  the  surface.  The  result  of  the  first,  and  early 
trials  of  Smith  of  Deanstane's  plan  of  furrow-draining,  in  this 
part  of  the  countrv,  proved  very  saitisfactory  ;  but,  in  after  years, 
stone  drains,  such  as  those  we  have  shortly  dascribed,  were 
found  inadeauate  in  many  places  to  carry  off  the  water,  and 
arched  tiles  laid  on  flat  soles  were  used.  Dee^per  drains  are 
now  cut,  the  brick  arched  tile  has  been  superseded  l)y  pipes 
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and  collars,  and  they,  in  their  turn,  have  been  to  a  great  extent       I 
superseded  by  pip^  with  flat  soles  moulded  along  with  them.         I 

The  farm  {»uilaings  have  of  late  years  been  much  improved.  ' 
The  dwelling-houses  on  most  of  the  larger  &rms  are  slated,  so 
are  also  a  number  of  the  farm  steadings,  but,  owing  to  the 
limited  encouragement  given  on  entailed  estates  for  buildings, 
few  of  them  are  m  proper  keeping  with  the  rent  or  value  of  the 
fanns  to  which  they  are  attached,  nor  with  the  amount  of  capital 
which  the  occupants  must  necessarily  possess  in  order  to  carry 
them  on.  The  houses  on  the  smaller  farms  and  crofts  have 
thatched  roofs,  and,  as  most  of  them  have  been  built  by  the 
tenants  themselves,  or  paid  for  at  their  entry,  and  as  the  allow- 
ance for  meliorations  Doth  for  houses  and  dykes  being  limited 
to  one,  or  at  least  two  years  rent,  the  tenant  has  little  encour- 
agement to  make  them  more  than  barely  sufficient  for  his 
requirements,  consequently  many  of  the  buildings  are  of  an 
unsatisfactory  kind.  Untler  leases  drawn  up  in  reference  to 
entailed,  or  settled  estates,  houses  must  all  oe  built  of  stone 
and  lime,  and  on  an  approved  plan,  before  meliorations  can  be 
obtained  ;  and  to  effect  this,  or  carry  out  such  like  stipulations, 
most  probably  the  greater  part  of  a  tenant's  capital  is  made  to 
lie  unproductive  through  the  whole  currency  of  a  19  years 
lease  (here  only  15  vears),  which,  and  were  the  necessary  accom- 
modation provided  by  the  landlord,  and  a  moderate  rate  of 
interest  charged  on  the  outlay,  the  tenant  would  then  have  had 
his  money  in  hand,  and  been  able  to  have  got  a  better  stock  to 
enrich,  his  farm. 

Enclosures  are  in  general  formed  of  dry  stone  dykes,  built  of 
the  clay  slate  of  the  district.  They  stand  about  four  feet  six 
inches  high,  including  cope,  and  form  the  chief  fences  around 
most  of  the  nlantations  and  the  sub-divisions  on  the  principal 
farms.  On  tne  smaller  outlying  farms  and  crofts,  wooden  posts 
and  horizontal  wires  are  used,  and  in  several  places  thorn  hedges 
have  been  planted,  the  latter  forming  a  fine  fence  when  properly 
attended  to,  giving  the  country  a  beautiful  clothed  aspect,  as 
shown  by  the  hedges  in  the  valley  of  Frendraught.  Stone  and 
lime  dykes,  common  rubble  and  naif  rounded  coping  were  built 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  late  Mr.  James  AUardes  of  Boyne's 
Mill,  on  the  home  tarm  of  Cobairdy,  of  which  he  was  tenant 
under  an  improving  lease.  They  consist  of  double-faced  dykes, 
which,  for  permanency  and  shelter,  appearance  and  economy  of 
space,  there  is  nothing  to  equal  them  in  the  country.  Cost 
alone  excluding  such  fences  from  general  application  in  the 
sub-division  of  ordinary  agricultural  land. 

Cattle. — On  many  farms  superior  animals  are  reared,  chiefly 
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of  the  short-homed  breed,  and  many  fine  animals,  crosses  be- 
tween the  short-homed  and  native  breeds,  are  fed  on  the  fine 
crops  of  nutritious  tumips  usually  grown  upon  the  clay-slate 
soils  of  the  district ;  besides  a  number  of  superior  animals  which 
are  fed  off  by  the  *'  dregs,"  or  "  drafiF,"  at  the  Glendronach  distil- 
lery. Bognie  and  Frendraught  may  be  said  to  be  the  head 
quarters  of  the  Aberdeenshire  polled  breed,  where  Mr.  Morison 
keeps  a  portion  of  his  superior  Mountblairy  stock.  On  the 
farms  of  rlace  Mill,  and  the  Raich,  Mr.  Walter  Scott  has  within 
15  years  deservedly  gained  a  high  position  and  a  name  for 
having  established  a  pure  and  most  useful  breeding-stock  of 
short-horns,  without  having  paid,  as  we  are  informed,  extrava- 
gantly high  prices  either  for  bulls  or  cows.  His  "  Amateur  " 
bull  took  a  nigh  position  at  the  Glasgow  and  Dundee  cattle 
shows,  and  his  annual  sales  have  been  very  successful.  At 
Comisty,  and  some  other  farms  in  the  parish,  excellent  short- 
horns are  to  be  found,  some  of  them  having  good  blood  and 
substance  to  breed  crosses  from. 

In  the  parish  of  Forgue,  cattle  essentially  are  the  farmer's 
first  principles.  "  Little  wonder  that,  when  they  were  attacked 
by  (tne)  plague,  their  owners,  by  whom  they  are  so  much  valued, 
rose  to  a  man,  called  every  energy  they  possessed  into  active 
exercise  to  avert  the  calamity,  and  covered  themselves  with 
glory  by  stainping  it  out.  They  made  Aberdeenshire  an  example 
to  Britain,  several  times  the  dire  calamity  was  stopped  in  its 
progi-ess  by  the  famous  stamping  out  system  which  was  first 
commenced  in  the  quiet  Kingdom  of  Forgue^  where  it  was 
attended  with  complete  success."* 

iliUa  and  Manufactories. 
There  are  six  com-grindinff  mills  within  the  bounds  of  the 
parish,  which  are  propelled  by  water  power,  and  all  are  well 
employed.  The  only  other  manufactory  of  a  public  kind  is  the 
celebrated  distillery  of  Glendronach,  long  famed  and  well-known 
for  the  manufacture  of  pure  whisky.  This  distillery  was  esta- 
blished in  1826.  and  has  been  in  constant  operation  ever  since, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  (about  10  years  aft^r  it  was 
set  a-going),  when  the  premises  were  partially  destroyed  by  tire. 
Of  late  years,  several  additions  and  improvements  have  been 
mafle  to  the  distillery  and  premises,  and  there  are  now  annually 
sent  from  it  upwards  of  50,000  gallons  of  superior  spirit,  made 
from  malt  only  ;  and  thus  yielding  to  Her  Majesty's  Exchequer 
a  revenue  of  about  £25,000  a-year,  in  duty. 

*  Mr.  James  Black  of  the  **  Elgin  Courant/'  in  the  "  Transactions  of  the 
Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland." — No.  5,  4th  Series.  February, 
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Mansion  Houses. 


The  old  Mansion  House  of  Frendrausflit  has  been  patched  up 
and  made  habitable  ;  and  of  the  old  House  of  Bognie  there  i> 
nothing  now  standing  but  the  bare  walls.  The  Mansion  House 
of  Cobainly  is  a  moiliTn  building,  in  a  fine  situation,  and  ajjpears 
to  have  some  arcliitcctural  attractions.  The  House  of  Had<lo 
is  said  to  be  an  "  excellent  mansion,"  but  it  stands  in  a  low 

{position  in  the  vale.  The  Mansion  Houses  of  Bo\Tie's  Mill, 
)ruinblair,  and  the  Aucharnies,  are  small,  but  verj'  suitable 
residences ;  while  those  of  Corse,  Temple-land,  and  'Auclial>er, 
are  plain  houses,  suited  to  the  extent  of  the  properties.  The 
Manse  is  a  tine,  large,  and  commodious  building.  Additions 
were  made  to  it  in  1S30,  and  attiiched  there  are  12  acres  of  ex- 
cellent glebe  land.  The  Church  wjis  built  in  1819,  and  is  seate<l 
for  900.  In  external  appearance  it  is  a  fine  lofty  building,  with 
Gothic  windows,  and  internally  it  is  neatly  fitted  up  with  two 
side  and  one  end  gallery,  and  "  the  roof  is  tastefully  painted.'* 
A  fine-toned  or^an,  the  gift  of  Walter  Scott,  Esq.  of  Glen- 
dronach,  was  fitted  up  (1872)  in  the  east  end  of  the  church  be- 
hind the  pulpit.  It  cost  £230,  and  was  built  by  the  Messn 
Connacher  of  Hiiddersfield.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  first,  and  only 
or^n  that  has  been  fitted  up  in  any  Presbyterian  place  of  wor- 
ship in  this  part  of  the  country.  A  fine-toned  bell,  the  ^t  of 
Alexander  Morison,  Esq.  of  Bognie,  has  been  fitted  up  in  the 
tower  of  St.  Margaret's  Episcopal  Chapel.  It  weighs  11  cwL, 
and  cost  £105,  and  bears  the  following  inscription  : — "  Ex  douo 
Alexandri  Morison  de  Bognie,  Ecclesia3  S.  Margareta*.,  Forgue, 
1872." 

Roads. 

The  chief  leading  roads  are  the  Inverurie  and  Forgue,  and 
the  bridge  of  Marnoch  turnpikes.     The  former  intersecting  the 

Earish  from  east  to  west,  from  the  Mill  of  Gariochsford  to  Bognie- 
rae  ;  and  the  latter  on  the  west,  from  Cobairdy  to  AuchengoiiL 
The  old  post  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Inverness,  through  the 
glens  of  Foudland,  partly  intersects  and  skirts  the  southern 
portions  of  the  parisli  for  about  2\  miles  alon^  the  water  of 
Ury.  The  eastern  division  is  intersected  by  the  old  County 
road,  which  runs  from  the  glens  of  Foudland  at  Auchentender, 
across  the  Bisset  Hills,  to  Hawkhall,  and  the  Place  Mill  of  Fren- 
draught.  The  church  of  Forgue  is  within  seven  miles  of  the 
Huntly  Station,  on  the  Great  rf orth  of  Scotland  Railway,  and 
it  is  40?  miles  from  Aberdeen.  It  is  also  within  10  miles  of 
the  Rothie  Station  on  the  Turriff  and  Banff  Railway,  which  is 
28  miles  from  Aberdeen. 
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Andent  Roads. — We  are  indebted  to  the  late  Colonel  Shand 
of  Temple-land,  a  native  of  Forgue,  who  served  as  an  officer  in 
the  Royal  Corps  of  Artillery,  from  1758  to  1787,  and  pursued 
with  unremittmg  assiduity  what  could  be  traced,  in  tnis  part 
of  the  country,  of  the  Roman  fortifications,  and  other  topogra- 
phical remains  of  their  military  institutions.  While  stationed 
at  Perth,  from  the  year  1785  to  the  end  of  1787,  Colonel  Shand 
spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  investigating  these  remains,  and, 
as  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  "  Ury  battle  dykes  and 
camps,  and  others  m  Strathmore,"  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  all  the  posts  north  of  the  Grampians,  viz.,  the  camp  at 
Devana  in  Peter  Culter,  the  fort  on  the  Keir-hill  in  Skene,  the 
castellum  on  Barra  Hill  in  Bourtie,  the  fortified  post  opposite 
Pitcaple  in  Chapel  of  Garioch,  the  paved  way  (14  feet  broad) 
from  the  stone  fortress  on  Benachie,  and  the  Castra  sestiva  at 
Glenmailen,  "  bear  strong  marks  of  Roman  character,  and  Ro- 
man exertion,"  and  that  all  these  posts  north  of  the  Grampians, 
were  the  works  of  Lollius  Urbicus,  the  gallant  lieutenant  of 
Antonius,  and  not  that  of  the  Emperor  Severus.  In  the  late 
General  Roy's  Map-pa  Britanice  SeptentrionaliSf  Glenmailen, 
and  its  environs  is  put  down  as  the  Castra  AgricolcB,  while  in 
the  Britannia  Romana  of  Richard  of  Cirencester,  it  is  called 
the  Castra  cestiva.  Colonel  Shand  says,  "  that  something  more 
should  have  been  introduced  about  the  Roman  roads,"  and  was 
of  opinion,  "  that  the  investigation  of  the  great  vice  consulares, 
and  also  the  vicinalis,  is  of  more  importance  than  a  knowledge 
of  the  camps ; "  and  is  inclined  to  believe  that  the  track  of  the 
"  Roman  road,'*  northward  from  Glenmailen,  crossed  through 
this  parish  by  the  Raich  Hills  and  the  Doveran  at  Auchengoul, 
in  the  direction  of  the  fortification  on  the  hill  of  Dum,  in  For- 
dyce,  rather  than  at  a  point  higher  up  the  river,  in  Rothiemay, 
in  the  direction  of  the  camp  at  Floors,  in  the  parish  of  Grange ; 
"  but  having  heard  that  the  late  Mr.  Lawtie  of  Fordyce  had 
made  a  discovery  of  some  very  ancient  roads  passing  in  a  north- 
west direction  through  the  western  parts  of  Deskford,he  (Colonel 
Shand),  did  not  add  anything  further  on  the  subject."  We 
are  inclined  to  think  that  the  great  consular  road  of  the  Romans, 
now  referred  to,  ran  from  the  Statio  ad  Ithunam,  at  Glenmailen, 
to  the  Spey,  passed  by  the  redoubt  on  the  Seed-hill  of  Aucha- 
bor,  to  Corse,  Lessendrum,  and  Cobairdy,  crossing  the  Doveran 
at  the  fords  of  Avochy,  to  the  camp  at  Floors,  and  through 
Deskford  (CuUen),  to  the  Castra  alata  at  Bellie,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Spey,  and  that  the  lower  route  indicated  was  a 
branch  leading  only  to  the  triple  fosse  and  rampart  on  the  hill 
of  Dum. 
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The  retloubt  on  the  Seod-hiU  of  Auchaher  is  within  one  mile 
of  the  (ilenmailen  camp,  and  is  situated  on  the  south-eastern 
acclivity  of  the  liill.  It  ls  circular  in  form,  and  measures  60  feet 
in  diameter,  including  the  vallum,  and  is,  as  Colonel  Shand  says, 
"  no  ways  inferior  to  works  of  the  same  kind  on  the  south  side 
of  the  (jrampian  mountains." 

On  the  north  and  west  face  of  the  Foreman  hill,  there  is  the 
Queen's  road,  which  leads  from  Bognie-brae  to  Rothiemay.  It 
is  so  called  from  the  tradition  that  the  unfortunate  Marv  Qiieen 
of  Scots,  having  passed  along  it  to  Rothiemay  house  where  she 
slept  a  night  in  her  journey  northward  to  Inverness.* 

Fairs,  Inns,  and  Alehouses. 

There  are  three  annual  Fairs  held  at  Hawkhall  for  the  sale 
of  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep.  The  first  is  held  on  the  3rd  Tues- 
day of  April  (O.  S.) ;  the  second  on  the  Thursday  before  the 
last  Saturday  of  May  (().  S.) ;  and  the  third  on  the  '3rd  Monday 
in  September  (().  S.)  Hut  of  late  years  the  attendance  at  these 
fairs,  and  the  number  of  stock  has  greatly  fallen  off*.  There  is 
only  one  Inn  in  the  parish,  the  small  well-appointed  inn  of 
IV)gnie-brae,  which  stands  at  the  junction  of  the  Inverurie  and 
ForoTie  with  the  Huntly  and  fcmff  turnpike  road,  by  tlie 
bridge  of  Mamoch. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  FORGUE  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  AsFCBBmenta,       ....      £8S^    I    8) 
Do.     from  Mortifications,  and  all  other  sources,      43  11    9 

£927  Ig^JI 

Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  RoU,  or  Registered,  .  £790  6  7i 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 9  11  0 

Medical  Relief, 33  11  Oi 

Management, 74  17  3 

Law  Ex])enBe8, 13  15  7 

Expende<l  on  Buildings,  not  being  authorised,    .  6  7  4^ 

Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income,        .  .  .        .            0  15    5 

£928    8  lot 

•  Buchanan,  in  describing  Queen  Mary's  journey,  says,  **  Proacima  vox  ad 
Rothimaiuni,  Abemethiorum  villain.,  satis  tranquUh  transacta  est." — Hist.  Rev. 
Scot.  Lib.,  Cap.  36.  The  Abemethies  here  mentioned  were  Lords  Abemethies, 
afterwards  of  Saltoun.  They  were  succeeded  by  a  family  of  Gordons,  who  were 
pronrietors  of  Rothiemay  till  about  1700,  and  the  tragical  fate  of  one  of  them  is 
celebrated  in  the  ballad  called  tlie  "  Burning  of  Frendranght." 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 
in 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

2,686 

32 

80 

112 

104 

22 

21 

6 

6 

4 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  Si,  and  there  are  four  elected 
members  or  managers  upon  the  Board, 


IL_CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  feuds  between  the  Gordons  of  Huntlv  and  the  Crichtons 
of  Frendraught  were  deep  and  bitter,  ancl,  as  Spalding  says, 
"  embittered  the  last  days  of  George  Gordon,  the  sixth  Earl  and 
first  Marquis  of  Huntly."  It  was  his  eldest  son,  the  Earl  of 
Aboyne,  who  was  burnt  in  the  Castle  of  Frendraught ;  and  the 
story  of  "  the  Fire  of  Frendraught"  is  one  of  the  most  mysterious 
events  in  Scottish  history,  and,  though  occurring  at  a  compa- 
ratively recent  period,  presents  us  with  an  awful  picture  of  the 
state  of  the  country  even  after  the  Reformation. 

"  About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1630,  a  dispute,  which 
had  been  for  some  time  pending  between  Crichton  of  Fren- 
draught and  Gordon  of  Rotniemay,both  considerable  proprietors 
in  the  district,  led  to  an  encounter,  at  which  several  retainers 
were  present,  and  the  Laird  of  llothiemay  was  slaia*    The 

•  "  The  dispute  which  occurred  between  Crichton  of  Frendraught  and  Gordon 
of  Rothiemay  led  to  disastrous  consequences,  and  amongst  others  the  weU- 
known  and  often  related  buminc  of  the  House  of  Frendraught,  in  which  strife 
James  Jjeslie,  second  son  to  the  Xaird  of  Pitcaple  was  much  implicated.  With 
others  the  above  mentioned  James  Leslie  joined  the  Crichtons,  and  on  the  Ist 
January,  1630,  they  left  Frendraught  for  Rothiemay,  with  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  owner  their  prisoner,  or  of  insulting  him  by  fierce  defiance  on  his  own 
territories.  Information  of  this  onslaught  naving  been  given  to  the  Laird  of 
Rothiemay,  he  resolved  to  set  forth  and  encounter  his  assailants,  accompanied 
by  his  son  and  a  small  party  of  horsemen  and  foot.  Having  crossed  the  river 
Doveran,  his  party  soon  encountered  the  Crichtons,  and  a  serious  conflict  took 
place,  which  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  the  Rothiemay  party.  Considering 
the  violence  of  feeling,  and  the  nature  of  the  encounters  of  these  times,  the 
loss  of  life  appears  to  have  been  unusually  limited.  The  Laird  of  Rothiemay 
died  of  his  wounds,  as  did  the  brother  of  Gordon  of  Lesmore,  while,  on  the 
side  of  the  Crichtons,  John  Meldrum  of  Rcidhill  was  the  only  person  seriously 
wounded."— Sir  A.  Leith  Hay's  Castellated  Architecture  of  Aberdeenshire. 
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Marquis  of  Huntly,  who  was  feudal  superior  to  both,  attempted 
to  staunch  the  quarrel  by  tinding  Frendniught  liable  in  a  large 
sum  to  the  wiilow  of  Kothiemay,  by  way  of  compensation  or 
assythmeut.  Shortly  afterwards,  however,  Frendraught  en- 
gaged in  a  new  quarrel,  in  which  James  Leslie,  son  to  the  Laird 
of  Pitcaple,  was  severely  wounded.  Piteaple  came  to  the 
MarquLs  of  Huntly,  at  his  residence,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding reparation  for  the  injuries  he  sustained ;  out,  on  ar- 
riving there,  he  found  that  Frendraught  was  before  him.  The 
Marquis,  probably  considerinff  this  to  be  a  case  in  which  no 
damages  should  be  awarded  (for  a  sword-thurst  in  the  arm  was 
esteemed  in  these  times  a  trivial  matter),  attempted  to  accom- 
modate the  aft'air,  but,  as  Pitcaple  went  away  vowmg  vengeance, 
he  thought  it  advisable  to  send  Frentirau^ht  home  under  a 
strong  escort,  commanded  by  his  sou,  the  Viscount  of  Aboyne. 
We  give  the  rest  of  the  narrative  in  the  words  of  Spalding, 
only  modernizing  the  spelling  :— 

"  John  Gordon,  eldest  son  to  the  late  Laird  of  Rothiemay, 
happened  to  be  at  the  Bog,  who  would  also  go  with  Aboyne. 
Tliey  rode,  without  interruption,  to  the  place  of  Frendraught, 
without  sight  of  Pitcaple  by  the  way.  Aboyne  took  his  leave 
from  the  laird,  but  upon  no  condition  would  he  and  his  lady 
sufter  him  to  go,  nor  none  that  was  with  him  that  night,  but 
earnestly  urged  him  (though  against  his  will)  to  bide.  They 
were  well  entertained,  supped  merrily,  and  to  bed  went  joyfully. 
The  Viscount  was  laid  in  a  bed  in  the  old  tower  (going  off  the 
hall),  and  standing  upon  a  vault  wherein  was  a  round  hole, 
devised  of  old,  just  under  Aboyne 's  bed.  Robert  Grordon,  bom 
in  Sutherland,  his  servant,  and  English  Will,  his  page,  were 
both  laid  beside  him  in  the  same  chamber.  The  ikird  of 
Rothiemay,  with  some  servants,  was  laid  in  an  upper  chamber, 
just  above  Aboynes  ;  and  in  another  room  above  tnat  chamber 
were  laid  George  Chalmers  of  Noth,  and  George  Gordon,  another 
of  the  Viscount*s  servants,  with  whom,  also,  was  Captain  Rol- 
lock,  then  in  Frendraught's  own  company.  Thus,  being  all  at 
rest,  about  midnight,  this  dolorous  tower  took  fire  in  so  sudden 
and  furious  a  manner  that  this  noble  Viscount,  the  Laird  of 
Rothiemay,  English  Will,  Colin  Ivat,  another  of  Aboyne's  ser- 
vants, and  other  two,  being  six  in  number,  were  cruelly  burned 
and  tormented  to  death  without  help  or  relief ;  the  Laird  of 
Frendraught,  his  lady,  and  whole  household,  looking  on  with- 
out moving  or  stirring  to  deliver  them  from  the  fury  of  this 
fearful  lire,  as  was  reported." 

Popular  suspicion  fell  upon  Frendraught  and  his  lady,  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  originated  the  fire. 
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Neither  was  it  directly  traced  to  Pitcaple,  who  was  next  sus- 
pected, but  a  man  of  the  name  of  Meldrum ,♦  in  some  sort  a 
retainer  of  his,  but  who  also  bore  ill-will  to  Frendraught,  was 
tried,  condenmed,  and  executed  for  the  crime. 

The  author  of  the  ballad,  however,  directly  attributes  the 
guilt  to  the  Crichtons.  The  following  version  of  it  is  from 
"  The  Ballads  of  Scotland,"  edited  by  Professor  Ayton,  1861  :— 

**  Thb  eighteenth  of  October, 

A  dismal  tale  to  hear  ; 
How  good  Lord  John  and  Rothiemay 

Were  both  burnt  in  the  fire. 
When  steeds  were  saddled  and  well  bridled, 

And  ready  for  to  ride, 
Then  out  came  her  and  fause  Frendraught, 

Inviting  them  to  bide. 

^ying,  "  Stay  this  night,  until  we  sup, 

The  mom  until  we  (One  ; 
'Twill  be  a  token  of  good  Agreement 
Twixt  your  good  lord  and  mine." 
**  We'll  turn  again,"  said  good  Lord  John, 

But,  "  No,"  said  Rothiemay  ; 
"  My  steed's  trapann'd  ;  my  bridle's  broken  ; 
I  fear  this  day  I'm  fey.  t 

When  mass  was  sune,  and  bells  were  rung, 

And  all  men  bouna  for  bed. 
Then  good  Lord  John  and  Rothiemay 

In  one  chamber  were  laid. 
They  had  not  long  cast  off  their  clothes. 

And  were  but  new  asleep, 
When  the  weary  smoke  began  to  rise. 

Likewise  the  scorching  heat. 

*  "  John  Meldrum  of  ReidhiU  bavins  been  wounded  in  the  scuffle  where 
old  Rothiemay  lost  his  life,  had  been  idlowed  some  compensation  by  Frend- 
raught in  recompense  of  his  partizanship  ;  but  Meldrum  conceiving  this  gra- 
tuity disproportionate  to  his  own  estimate  of  his  services,  he  thought  abuse 
might  induce  Frendraught,  particularly  when  accompanied  hy  threats,  to  be- 
stow upon  him  a  more  liberad  allowance.  Frendraught  continuing  obstinate, 
Meldrum  acted  very  much  in  the  custom  of  the  times,  and,  without  ceremony, 
carried  off  two  horses  from  the  park,  for  which  act  he  was  prosecuted  for  theft, 
and  refusing  to  appear,  was  declared  rebel.  Meldrum  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
house  of  J(mn  Leslie  of  Pitcaple,  whose  sister  he  had  married.  As  a  Commis- 
sioner, Frendraught,  on  the  27th  November,  1630,  went  in  search  of  Meldrum, 
and  on  the  lands  of  Pitcaple  he  met  with  James  Leslie,  the  second  son  of  that 
family,  and  one  of  his  former  adherents  in  the  skirmish  with  Rothiemay. 
Instead  of  giving  Frendraught  assistance  in  the  object  of  his  visit,  Leslie  re- 
monstrated with  him,  bringing  to  his  recollection  the  services  performed  in  his 
behalf  by  his  brother-in-law,  Meldrum,  and  himself,  in  his  feud  with  Rothie- 
may. This  seemed  to  soften  the  Laird  of  Frendraught ;  but  Robert  Crichton 
of  Oonland  became  incensed  at  the  freedom  with  which  Leslie  addressed  his 
kinsman,  and  high  words  having  passed,  Conland  drew  a  pistol  from  his  belt 
and  shot  young  Leslie  in  the  arm,  but  with  such  effect  that  he  was  carried 
home  in  a  dying  state.  This  laid  the  foundation  of  the  fearful  trasedy,  which 
events  growing  out  of  this  auarrel  tended  to  produce." — Sir  A.  Leith  Hay's 
Castellated  Architecture  of  Aoerdcenshire. 

t  "  Fey."  preclMtiiuxl,  doomed  to  die  luJdenly. 
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"  O  waken,  waken,  Bothiemay, 

0  waken,  brother  dear ; 
And  turn  ye  to  our  SaTioor, 

There  ia  strong  treason  here  !" 
When  they  were  dreaaed  in  their  dothea. 

And  ready  for  to  bonne, 
The  doors  and  windows  all  were  fast^ 

The  roof  tree  boniing  down. 

He  did  him  to  the  wire  window, 

As  fast  as  he  could  gang; 
Saya,  "  Wae  to  the  huids  put  in  this  stancheona^ 

For  out  we'll  never  win  !  * 
When  he  stood  at  the  wire  window. 

Most  doleful  to  be  seen. 
He  did  espy  her — Lady  Frendranght» 

Wlio  stood  upon  the  green. 

Cried,  "  Mercy,  mercy !  Lady  Frendrmaght  I 

Will  ye  not  sink  with  sin  T 
For  first  your  husband  killed  my  father, 

An  now  ye  bum  hia  son." 
0  then  out  spoke  her,  Lady  Frendraught, 

And  loudly  did  ahe  cry, 
"  It  were  great  pity  for  good  Lord  John, 

But  none  for  Rothiemay. 
But  the  keys  are  casten  into  the  deep  draw  well. 

Ye  cannot  get  away  1" 

While  he  stood  in  this  dreadful  plight. 

Most  piteous  to  be  seen, 
Then  called  out  hia  servant  Crordon, 

As  he  had  frantic  been — 
"  0,  loup  !  O,  loup !  my  dear  master ; 

O,  loup,  and  come  to  me  : 
111  catch  yon  in  my  annia  two. 

One  foot  I  will  not  flee. 

*'  0,  loup !  O,  loup !  my  dear  master ; 
O,  loup  down  frae  the  tower : 
1*11  catch  you  in  my  aimis  two, 
^       But  Rothiemay  tnay  smore  /"* 
**  The  fish  shall  never  swim  the  flood. 
Nor  com  grow  through  the  day, 
If  the  fiercest  fire  that  ever  was  kindled. 
Twine  me  and  Rothiemay. 

**  But  I  cannot  loup,  I  cannot  come, 

1  cannot  win  to  thee  ; 

My  head's  fast  in  the  window  wire, 

My  feet  burning  frae  me  I 
My  eyes  are  southering  in  my  head, 

My  flesh  roasting  alro  ; 
My  bowels  are  boilinff  with  my  blood — 

Is  na  that  a  woeful  woe  f 

"  Take  here  the  rings  frae  my  fingers, 
That  are  so  long  and  small, 
And  give  them  to  my  lady  fair, 

Wnere  she  sits  in  her  hall. 
So  I  cannot  loup,  I  cannot  come, 
I  cannot  loup  to  thee ; 

*  The  wotdN  in  itaUoi  are  oonjectunl. 


CIVIL   HISTORY. — PARISH  OF  FORGUE.  567 

My  earthly  part  is  all  consumed, 
My  spirit  out  speaks  to  thee  !" 

Wringing  her  hands,  tearing  her  hair, 

His  lady  she  was  seen  ? 
Galling  unto  his  servant  Gordon, 

As  he  stood  on  the  green — 
"  0  wae  be  to  you,  George  Gk>rdon, 

An  ill  death  mav  ye  die  ! 
Sae  safe  and  sound  as  ye  stand  there, 

And  my  lord  bereaved  frae  me  ! " 

**  I  bade  him  loup,  I  bade  him  come, 

I  bade  him  come  to  me  ; 
I*d  catch  him  in  my  arms  two, 

A  foot  I  should  not  flee. 
He  threw  me  rings  from  his  white  fingers, 

Which  were  so  long  and  small. 
To  give  to  you,  his  l^dy  fair, 

Where  you  sat  in  your  halL" 

Sophia  Hay  t   Sophia  Hay  ! 

O  bonnie  Sophia  was  her  name  ; 
Her  waiting-maid  put  on  her  clothes. 

But  I  wat  she  tore  them  aff  again. 
And  oft  she  cried  *'  Ohon,  alas  ! 

A  sair  heart's  easy  wan ; 
I  wan  a  sair  heart  when  I  married  him. 

And  this  day  it  has  returned  again." 

The  "Fire  of  Frendraught,"  whether  accidentally  or  purposely 
caused,  is  one  of  those  questions  which  must  remain  for  ever 
unsolved*  The  Gordons,  however,  believed  that  the  burning 
of  the  tower,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Aboyne  and  Gordon  of  Rothie- 
may,  was  no  accident,  and,  in  their  own  way,  avenged  it  by 
ravaging  and  burning  the  lands  of  the  Crichtons.  Upon  the 
15th  November,  1634?,  Spalding  savs,  the  retainers  of  the  Gor- 
dons "  raised  out  of  the  grounds  of  Frendraught  about  thirteen 
score  of  no  It  and  eight  score  of  sheep,  drove  them  to  Strathbogie, 
and  finding  the  Marquis  not  dwelling  there,  they  masterfully 
dang  up  the  outer  court  gates,  and  drove  in  the  goods  within 
the  close;  broke  up  the  stable  doors  and  took  away  two  of  the 
Marquis'  best  horses."  Upon  the  23rd  of  November  they  burnt 
up  the  corn-yard  of  the  Mains  of  Frendraught,  wherein  there 
was  standing  "  four  score  stacks" 

*  In  Blaeu's  "Description  of  Aberdeenshire,"  there  is  a  poem  on  this  tragical 
erent  (by  Dr.  Arthur  Joniiston),  wherein  the  general  suspicion  is  expressed  in 
these  words : — 

"  Tristis,  et  infeliz,  et  semper  inhospita  turns  !  *** 
**  This  is  certain,  that,  upon  this  presumption,  the  Gordons  p^urtued  them  so 
long  at  law  as  guilty,  (and  because  the  law  found  not  the  evidence  sufficient) 
wasted  their  lands  with  so  many  inroads,  that,  in  a  few  years,  this  familv  of 
Frendrauffht,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  burning,  possessed  three  parishes, 
(Forgue,  Inverkeithney,  and  Aberchirder),  were  reduced  to  great  poverty,  and 
against  seventy  years  after  was  stript  of  aU  and  extinguished,  "f 

*  Art.  Jonstoni  PocniHta  Omnia,  p.  3:{2  :^"  De  Joanoe  Gordonlo,  VioMomito  de  Helgeln  et 
Jouine  (Tordonio  de  Rothicmay,  in  arce  FreDdriaca,  combustia.** 

i  Hifltoiy  of  Um  Qordona,  VoL  H. 
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Dr.  John  Hill  Burton  calls  these  the  acts  of  "  Highland 
marauders,"*  but  the  whole  band,  or  at  least  their  leaders, 
were  the  sons  of  the  principal  tenantry  in  Strathbogie,  and 
that  the  plunder  of  Frendraught  could  not  have  been  lodged 
in  Huntly  Castle  without  the  consent  of  its  lord.  "  It  is  clear 
to  me,"  says  the  Rev.  John  Macdonald,  *'  after  having  looked 
over  all  the  documents  connected  with  the  burning  of  Fren- 
draught, that  the  Marquis  believed  that  bis  son  and  his  attend- 
ants nad  been  foully  murdered,  and  that,  as  the  Courts  of  Law 
refused  to  look  upon  the  burning  of  Frendraught  in  any  other 
light  than  as  an  accident,  the  Marquis  must  have  been  cogniz- 
ant, to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  reprisals  made  on  the  lands  of 
Frendraught" 

"  Ye  have  heard  before,"  says  Spalding,  "  how  these  broken 
men  had  driven  Frendraught's  goods  to  Strathbogie;  upon 
the  morrow  thereafter  they  drove  them  to  the  place  of  Rotnie- 
may,  wherein  the  lady,  with  her  daughters,  were  then  dwelling; 
thev  entered  the  house  masterfully,  took  the  keys  of  the  gates 
ana  the  doors,  syne  put  the  lady  and  her  daughters  to  the  gate 
to  a  Kill-barn,  where  they  remained.  This  was  done  by  con- 
sent,  as  tvas  tJiouaht"  But,  further,  Spalding  says  : — "  Thus 
havincf  manned  this  strong  house,  they  took  it  up  royally,  and 
caused  to  kill  altogether  tnree  score  marts,  and  ane  hundred 
wedders ;  some  they  salted,  some  they  roasted,  and  some  they 

*  "  John  Gordon,  the  eldest  son  of  the  deceased  laird  (Rothiemay),  resolved 
to  avenge  the  death  of  his  father,  collected  his  followers,  and  assisted  hy  the 
freebooter,  James  Grant,  and  his  associates,  hie  resolved  to  lay  waste  the  lands 
of  Frendraught,  in  which  he  had  greater  probability  of  succeeding  from  the 
absence  of  Crichton,  then  in  England,  who  lost  no  time  in  submitting  his  case 
to  the  King,  and  solicting  the  interference  of  the  laws  to  check  these  violent 
and  lawless  proceedings.  A  Commission  was  in  consequence  issued  by  the 
Lords  of  Council,  empowering  Frendraught  and  others  to  apprehend  John  Gor- 
don and  his  associates.  This  delegation  pro\*ing  insufficient,  the  CouncU  sent 
Sir  Robert  Gordon,  Tutor  of  Sutherland,  and  Sir  William  Seton  of  Rillesmuir, 
to  the  North  with  fresh  powers  ;  and,  believing  that  additional  influence  would 
be  requisite  to  produce  an  amicable  settlement,  and  to  quiet  the  district  agitated 
by  the  warfare  of  these  hostile  barons,  the  Commissioners  were  instructed  to 
solicit  the  aid  of  the  Man^uis  of  Huntly  and  the  Earl  of  Moray  in  their  labours 
for  the  restoration  of  amity  and  peace.  The  Commissioners  lost  no  time  in 
proceeding  to  the  North,  and  on  the  day  of  Sir  Robert  Gordon's  arrival  at 
Strathbogie,  the  Grants— James  and  Alexander — descended  from  the  mountains 
with  a  party  of  two  hundred  Highlanders  to  join  in  the  foray  against  the  Laird 
of  Frendraught.  The  intervention  of  the  Commissioner  now  became  most  im- 
portant, and  the  results  eminently  successful.  Having  heard  of  the  advance 
of  the  Grants,  he  immediately  proceeded  to  Rothiemay,  where  he  found  John 
Gordon  and  his  vassals  armed,  aod  in  the  act  of  setting  out  to  meet  their  law- 
less associates.  It  so  happened  that  the  Earl  of  Sutherland,  the  nephew  of 
Sir  Robert,  was  then  at  Rothiemay  on  a  visit,  and  joining  him  in  persuasion, 
they  not  only  induced  John  Gordon  and  his  friends  to  desist  from  their  inten- 
tion, but  they  prevailed  upon  James  Grant  to  disperse  his  band,  and  retire  to 
the  wilds  from  whence  he  came."— Sir  A.  Leith Hay's  Castellated  Architecture 
of  Aberdeenshire. 
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eat  fresh ;  they  boasted,  and  compelled  the  tenants  of  Fren- 
draught  to  bring  in  meal,  malt,  cocks,  customs,  and  poultry,  &c. 
The  poor  tenants,  for  fear  of  their  lives,  obeyed  their  hail  wills, 
wanting  their  master  to  defend  them,  who  all  this  time  was  in 
Edinburgh,  and  durst  not  come  home  for  fear  of  his  life." 
Some  of  the  raiders  on  Frendraught  "  happened  to  be  drink- 
ing in  TUliesonl,  there  they  took  one  Thomson,  directed  by 
Frendraught's  friends  as  a  spy  to  hear  their  discourses ;  they 
speared  at  him  wherefore  he  came  there ;  he  declared  that  he 
came  there  to  wait  upon  them,  and  hear  their  discourses  and 
doings,  and  report  the  same  back"  to  Frendraught's  friends, 
who  had  sent  mm.  Upon  this  confession,  without  further  trial, 
*  they  gar  hang  the  poor  man,  most  cruelly,  upon  the  gallows 
near  Strathbogie.' "  That  Thomson  was  a  spy,  and  that  ne  was 
hanged,  is  generally  believed  to  be  correct,  but  his  confession  is 
said  to  be  a  fabrication.  Tradition  says  the  hanging  of  Thom- 
son on  the  "  gallows  of  Strathbogie  in  this  summary  fashion" 
is  worthy  of  notice,  as  being  the  last  case  of  the  Kind  that 
took  place  in  connection  with  raids  on  Frendraught  of  which 
there  is  any  record,  and  the  last  case  of  hanging  that  took 
place  in  Huntly. 

After  the  death  of  James  the  6th  of  Scotland  and  1st  of 
England,  Charles,  his  successor,  was  afraid  of  his  great  northern 
subjects,  but  he  was  obstinate  and  persevering  where  his  father 
haa  been  timid.  Crichton  of  Frendrau^t  had  powerful 
friends  at  Court,  and  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  was  summon- 
ed in  the  same  year  to  appear  before  the  Council  at  Edin- 
burgh to  rive  an  account  for  the  doings  of  his  clansmen. 
Huntly  finaing  himself  aged  and  infirm,  and  thinking  himself 
unable  to  travel  in  the  dead  of  the  year,  he  sent  a  deputation 
of  his  chief  clansmen  to  answer  for  him.  These  were  "  John 
Gordon  of  Invermarkie,  Gordon  of  Glengarrock,  Sir  Adam 
Gordon  of  Park,  James  Gordon  of  Letterfourie,  James  Gordon, 
Baiilie  of  Strathbogie,  and  James  Gordon,  ostler  of  ruTW€Soul." 
The  intercession  of  this  deputation  was  rejected,  therefore,  as 
a  loyal  subject,  and  with  courage  for  good  or  evil,  the  hero  of 
Balrinnes  set  out  for  Edinburgh  to  answer  the  charges 
brought  against  him.  Here  he  found  Crichton's  influence  had 
been  too  much  for  him,  and,  on  his  way  back  to  Strathbogie, 
he  died  in  Dundee  on  the  13th  June,  1636, — "  And  although 
he  Buttered  much  in  his  feuds  with  the  Crichtons,  he  went 
down  to  his  grave  with  the  feud  avenged  by  his  clansmen 
in  their  own  way." 

Soon  after  this,  James  Crichton  of  Frendraught,  who  was 
the  chief  of  the  Crichtons  of  EUiock,  in  Dumfrieshire,  and  of 
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Cluny,  in  Perthshire,  and  also  of  Crichtons  of  Ruthren,  in  For- 
farshire, was  ennobled  by  Charles  I.,  as  James,  Viscount  of 
Frendraught,  Lord  Crichton ;  but,  having  died  without  issue, 
the  Dumfries  family  failed  in  the  male  line,  and  the  Crichtons 
of  Ruthven  having  also  failed  in  the  male  line  about  1742,  the 
title  became  extinct.  Viscountess  of  Frendraught  married 
Morison  of  Bognie,  and  he  succeeded  to  the  estates  of  Fren- 
draught, and  their  descendants,  the  Morisons  of  Bognie,  are 
now  m  possession  of  them. 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Old  Kirk  of  Forrlg  was  built  in  1638,  and  on  the  seats  of 
it  there  were  several  inscriptions,*  supposed  to  refer  to  the  feuds 
between  the  Gordons  and  the  Crichtons.  The  present  church  was 
built  in  1819,  but  stands  by  far  too  near  the  northern  bounds  of 
the  parish.  Stipend  (1840),  16  chalders,  half  meal,  half  barley, 
with  £10  for  communion  elements.  Unappropriated  teinds, 
£463  17s.  8d.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at 
£25  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £20.  The  parochial 
schoolmaster's  house  and  yard  are  valued  at  £10.  Tne  Manse 
and  Glebe  at  Ythan  Wells  are  valued  at  £11,  and  the  school- 
master's house  and  yard  at  £10.  The  schoolmaster's  house  at 
Gariochsford  is  valued  at  £6.  The  Free  Church  Manse  and 
offices,  at  Auchaber,  are  valued  at  £18;  and  the  Episcopal 
Parsonage  and  garden,  at  £15. 

School  Board. — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — 
George  Cruickshank,  farmer,  Comisty,  is  chairman,  George 
Winton,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible 
and  Catechism  taught.  There  is  but  one  school  in  the  parish 
under  the  charge  of  the  Board,  and  99  scholars.  Population, 
1871, 1,332. 

Ythan  Wells  parish  (Quoad  Sacra)  School  Board. — There  are 
five  members  upon  the  Board — George  Cruickshank,  Comisty, 
is  chairman,  John  Catto,  Schoolhouse,  clerk  and  treasurer. 
School  Rate,  4d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught.  There  is 
only  one  school  in  this  division  of  the  parish,  and  100  scholars. 
Population,  1871,  1,494. 

Parochial  Registers. — ^The  oldest  register  dates  from  1687. 
There  is  a  register  of  discipline,  one  of  baptisms,  and  one  of 
marriages ;  they  are  in  a  tolerable  state  of  preservation,  and 
appear  to  have  been  regularly  kept. 

*  Snchas,  "Godsend  grace  without  fear."  "Patience  overcummia  tiranny." 
O  pcLSM  graviora  dabit.  I)eu8j  his  quoque  Jinem,  Deus  nobiacunif  (/uia  contnu 
Cum  amnib-us  paccm,  adveraus  vUia  bellum. 
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Mortifications. — Mr.  Taylor,  a  native  of  Forgue,  left  a  legacy 
of  £400,  sterling,  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish,  and  some  other 
legacies  of  minor  amount.  There  is  also  Rainy's  Mortification 
oi  £20  a-year,  given  to  poor  people  not  actually  on  the  roll,  to 
prevent  them  falling  upon  the  parochial  funds. 

Church  Collections, — These  amounted  to,  for  the  year  ended 
14th  May,  1871,  £14  8s.  9d. ;  but  only  £1  8s.  9d.  was  expended 
on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

TiiE  parish  of  Forgue  claims  to  be  the  birth-place  of  James 
Crichton,  a  most  accomplished  man  both  in  learning  and  bodily 
feats,  and  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Admirable" 
Crichton.  The  parish  of  Sanquhar,  in  Dumfriesshire,  also 
claims  the  honour  of  his  birth.  In  the  old  Statistical  Account 
of  Sanquhar,  James  Crichton  is  said  to  have  been  second  son 
of  Mr.  Kobert  Crichton  of  Elliock,  "  who  was  a  lawyer  of  great 
eminence,  Advocate  to  Queen  Mary  and  James  VI.,  and  a  Lord 
of  Session."  In  the  contemporary  account  of  the  parish  of 
Clunie,  in  Perthshire,  "  Admirable "  Crichton  is  said  to  have 
been  bom  at  Clunie  Castle,  on  the  Island  of  Clunie,  and  that 
he  was  a  son  of  Sir  Robert  Crichton's  of  Elliock,  who  was  also 
proprietor  of  the  barony  of  Clunie,  and  styled  both  of  Elliock 
and  Clunie.  At  an  early  a^e  he  greatly  excelled  in  various 
literary  and  manual  accomplishments.  In  early  hfe  he  visited 
Paris,  Rome,  Venice,  and  Mantua,  and  was  appointed  by  the 
Duke  of  Mantua  preceptor  to  his  son,  who  foully  murdered 
him  in  the  streets,  because  he  was  worsted  by  Crichton.* 
Colonel  Alexander  Shand,  R  A.,  of  Temple-land,  was  a  native 
of  the  parish,  who  distinguished  himself  by  his  antiquarian  re- 
searches, and  by  his  successful  attempts  to  improve  and  beau- 
tify his  property  by  planting,  and  the  rearing  of  timber,  after 
a  system  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  irrigatioa  Morison,  the 
famous  Hygeist,  was  a  native  of  the  parish ;  and  Dr.  Aber- 
CROMBIE,  an  eminent  Edinburgh  physician,  was  the  son  of  a 
former  minister  of  Forgue. 

*  The  foUowing  epitaph  is  by  Johnston  in  his  Inscriptions  on  Scottish 
heroes : — 

**  Jacobus  Ckitokius  Clunius. — Afusarum  pariUr  ac  Martis  alnmnug, 
omnibus  in  gtudis,  ipsis  etiam  /talis  admirabilis,  Mantuce  a  duds  Mantuani  filio 
nodumis,  insidiis  occisus  est  anno  Christie  1681" 
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v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

Besides  the  redoubt  on  the  Seed-hill  of  Auchaber  above  men- 
tioned, there  are  some  vestiges  or  the  remains  of  several  Dnii- 
dical  temples — circles,  as  they  are  commonly  called — but  they 
have  mostly  been  destroyed  for  the  sake  of  the  stones,  or 
cleared  away  in  progress  of  cultivating  the  land. 

A  small  part  of  the  walls  and  old  tower  of  the  Castle  of 
Frendraught,  which  was  burned  in  1630,  still  stands  on  the 
north  side  of  the  present  house,  and  what  was  said  to  be  the 
draw-well,  under  the  ruin,  was  filled  up  only  about  30  years 
ago.  In  the  south-west  comer  of  the  green  in  front  of  the 
house  there  is  one  fine  beech  tree,  the  branches  of  which  cover 
an  area  of  300  yards  in  circumference.  This  tree  (and  several 
others  around  the  mansion)  is  said  to  have  been  planted  by 
the  Crichtons,  therefore  it  must  be  about  250  years  old. 


PARISH  OF  FOVERAK 


Presbytery  of  Ellon — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
Sir  Samuel  Forbes  of  Foveran  says  that  the  parish  derives 
its  name  from  "  a  sweet  spring,"  which  issues  from  the  ruins  of 
Foveran  Castle,  and  Turing's  Tower,  of  which  there  is  now  no 
vestige  remaining,  except  the  arch  over  the  spring,  and  a  marble 
bust  lying  near  the  site  of  the  Castle.  Foveran,  in  the  Cdtic 
language,  signifies  "  the  stream  of  springs. 

Boundaries, 
The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  partly  by  the  parishes  of 
Udny  and  Logie-Buchan ;  on  the  east  by  the  tidal  waters  of  the 
Ythan,  and  the  German  Ocean  ;  on  the  south  by  the  parish  of 
Belhelvie ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  parish  of  Udny. 

Extervt, 
The  extreme  length  from  east  to  west  in  a  direct  line,  from 
the  sea  to  Craig  in  Udny,  is  6  miles ;  and  the  extreme  breadth, 
south  to  north,  also  in  a  direct  hne,  from  Aikenshill  to  Auch- 
nacant,  is  3^  miles ;  and  the  whole  area  is  computed  to  be 
10,844  acres,  148  dec. 
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Topography, 

The  burn  of  Foveran  has  an  easterly  course  from  Culter- 
cullen  to  Newburffh,  and  very  nearly  divides  the  parish  into 
two  equal  parts.  On  the  nortnern  division,  the  land  from  the 
Ythan  presents  a  smooth  undulating  outline  to  the  top  of  the 
hill  of  Southfarden  (which  is  200  feet  above  sea  level),  and  by 
Kincraig  and  Fiddesbeg,  to  Monkshill,  which  is  in  the  north- 
west comer  of  the  parish,  and  375  feet. 

South  of  the  bum  of  Foveran,  the  land  rises  from  the  Ythan 
and  the  sea  with  more  abrupt  ascents  to  the  house  of  Foveran, 
Drums,  to  round-backed  Aikenshill,  and  by  the  hill  of  Minnes, 
to  Tillery,  which  is  in  the  south-west  corner  of  the  parish,  and 
about  372  feet  above  sea  level.  The  church  of  Foveran  is  78 
feet ;  and  the  Udny  Station  on  the  Formartine  and  Buchan 
Railway,  on  the  extreme  western  boundary  of  the  parish,  is 
860  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geology  and  Soils. 

The  rocks  in  the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  south-western 
portion  of  the  parish  consist  of  trap,  or  greenstone  dikes,  with 
granite  veins ;  while  those  in  the  central  division  consist  of 
gneiss  of  the  usual  character ;  and,  on  the  west,  a  very  slaty 
gneiss  appears,  overlaid  by  strata  of  coarse  mica  slate.  On  the 
eastern  side,  the  knolls,  or  hillocks,  on  Drums  (123  feet),  and 
the  low  rounded  hills  of  Pitscaff  and  Foveran  are  composed  of 
rolled  conglomerate  masses  allied  to  the  red  sandstone  series,  and 
bordered  along  the  sea  shore  by  immense  deposits  of  drift  and 
drifting  sand,  which,  in  several  places,  appears  overlying  peat 
earth. 

Soils. — The  nature  of  the  soil  varys  considerably  from  the 
sandy  soil  along  the  sea  shore,  to  the  rich  clay  loams  in  the 
valley  of  the  Ythan,  and  along  the  bums  of  Foveran  and  Tip- 
perty,  and  to  the  lighter  black  soils  on  the  gravelly  clays  of  the 
middle  and  western  districts,  but  most  of  it  is  of  a  fertile  nature. 

Hydrography. 
The  parish  has  a  sea-board  of  about  one  mile  and  six  furlonra, 
and  a  frontage  of  about  the  same  length,  to  the  lower  tidal 
waters  of  the  Ythan.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  bum 
of  Tipperty,  which  has  its  source  in  the  southern  parts  of  the 
parish  of  Udny,  and  it  is  intersected  by  the  bum  of  Foveran 
from  Tillery  to  Newbur^h,  where  it  falls  into  the  Ythan.  This 
latter  stream,  along  with  its  many  small  tributary  streams, 
forms  the  chief  outlet  for  the  drainage  of  about  two-thirds  of 
the  parish,  and,  with  many  line  perennial  springs,  the  district  is 
well  supi)lied  with  water. 
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The  Ytlian,  the  Ituna  of  ancient  geographers  *  falls  into  the 
sea  in  this  parish.  The  ordinary  tide  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
rises  about  six  feet,  and,  when  aided  by  a  land-flood,  it  rises  to 
seven  and  7i  feet  above  extreme  low-water  mark,  at  which  time, 
high  tides  are  perceptible  at  the  bridge  of  Ellon,  about  five 
miles  from  the  sea ;  and  its  minimum  discharge  of  water  is 
about  15,000,000  gallons  daily. 

Gordon  of  Straloch  in  his  celebrated  work  Theatmra  ScotioBy 
published  in  1648,  says,  that  the  Ythan,  in  his  days,  was  "  only 
navigable  for  small  craft,"  and,  that  its  mouth  was  much  ob- 
structed by  a  moveable  bar  of  sand.  It  is  so  still,  but  it  seems 
fully  as  open  now  as  it  was  then,  as  the  shipping  belonging  to 
Newburgh  consists  of  vessels  of  from  50  to  100  tons  burden,  and 
the  smaller  craft,  i.e.,  lighters,  carrying  from  six  to  12  tons,  are 
employed  in  carrying  lime,  coal,  bones,  and  other  artificial 
manures  from  the  whaif  at  Newburgh,  to  the  Meadow  of  Water- 
ton,  which  is  about  three  miles  higher  up  the  river.  Immediately 
below  the  Sleeks  of  Tarty,  whicn  lie  between  this  parish  and 
the  parish  of  Logie-Buchan,  there  is  the  ford  and  ferry-boat  of 
Waterside  of  Slains,  and  here  a  bridge  would  be  of  great  service, 
as  the  river  is  only  fordable  at  low  water.  A  little  above  the 
village  of  Newburgh,  a  wharf  of  about  300  feet  in  length  was 
erected  in  the  year  1841,  by  a  private  firm  of  shipowners,  for 
the  accommodation  of  vessels  trading  to  the  "  Creek,"  which 
is  all  that  has  ever  been  done  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
this  interesting  little  tidal  river. 

Fishinfigs. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  on  the  sea  beach,  the  salmon 
fishing  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  bag-nets,  and,  along  with  the 
musself  and  cockle  beds  on  the  scalps,  or  sleeks,  in  the  estuary, 
are  of  great  value,  amounting  to  about  J£500  yearly.  The 
river  abounds  with  salmon  (SaZmo  salar),  bull-trout  (Salnio 
hucho ),iph.mock  (Salino  albus),  sea  trout  (Salmo  trutta),  yellow, 
or  burn  trout  (Salmo  fario),  eels  (Petromuzon  Tnarinus,  and 
Jiuviatilis),  flounder  (Platessa  vulgaris^  Q.na  Jlesus),  &c. 

*  According  to  Richard  of  Cirencester's  maps  of  Britain,  and  General  Roy's 
corrected  map  of  Scotland,  "  accommodated  to  ancient  times."  Richard  says, 
*'  Oceani  lUtwt  ultra  horum fines  accolehant  Taixali.  His  urbium  princeps  Devana  ; 
fluvii  autem  Deva  et  Ituna."  When  Richard  wrote  (the  thirteenth  century),  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  intermediate  river,  Don,  therefore,  it  is  believed  at  that 
period,  the  Don  formed  a  junction  with  the  Dee  before  it  fell  into  the  bay  of 
Abertleen. 

t  The  mussel  scalps  at  one  time  produced  a  rent  of  £500  per  annum,  but 
owing  to  great  floods  in  the  river  washing  away  the  beds,  the  mussels  are  now 
so  scarce  as  barely  supply  the  neighbouring  villages,  while  formerly  they  were 
expoi*ted  to  most  of  the  fishing  towns  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland. 
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Zoology, 
Water-birds  and  sea-fowl. — From  the  abundance  of  food  on 
the  sleeks  in  the  estuary,  the  Ythan  attracts,  at  all  seasons,  a 
greater  variety  of  water-birds  and  sea-fowl  than  any  other  river 
on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  The  following  is  a  list  of  those 
best  known,  and  most  abundant : — 

A  fca  artica — Northern  Penguin.     Cotymhua  glaclalis — Northern  Diver. 

A  lea  lorda — Razor-bill  (Marrot).    Colymhus  HepttJitrionalis — Red -throated  Diver. 

A  l^a  impennis — Black-billed  Auk(Gair-fowl).    Mergus  merganser — Green-headed 

Gooaeander. 
Anas  boschas — Common  Duck  (Mire  Duck).     Mergus  serrcUor — Red-breaated 

Gooeeander. 
Anas  acuta — Winter  Duck,  Pintail.     Larus  Wwa— Kittywake. 
A  nas  penelope — W igeon,  Ateal.     Larus  riildibundus — Black-headed  GulL 
A  nas  crecca — TeaL      Larus  canus — Common  GulL 
Anas  cygnusferus — Wild  Swan.     Larus  argentatus — Herring  Gull. 
Ardea  major — Heron.      Larus  cupistratus — Brown-headed  GulL 
A  nas  clangula — Golden-eyed  Duck.     Hannatopus  ostralegus — Oyster  Catcher. 
A  nas  moluisima — Eider  Duck.      Podiceps  minor — Little  Grebe,  Small-loon. 
A  nser  paiustris — Grey,  or  Stubble  Goose.     Proctlar'ia  pelagrea— Stormy  Petrel. 
Sterna  minuta — Lesser  Tern.      Sterna  Jlirundo— Common  Tern,  Pictamy. 
Tadoma  vulpanser — Sheldrake,  Sly -goose.     Uria  troile — Foolish  Guillemot. 
l^ria  grylU — Black  Guillemot.     Pelecanus  carbo — Common  Gannet,  Scrath. 
Pelecanus  bassanus—^nlaL,  or  Solan  Goose.      Trihga  cinerea — Red  Sandpiper. 
TringaAlpina — Pickerel,  Sea  Snipe.  Hallus  aquaticus — Water-rail,  Brook-owzeL 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

The  parish  is  very  destitute  of  woods,  or  plantations,  and  the 
chief  drawback  to  the  rearing  of  trees  seems  to  be  the  blighting 
influence  of  the  north  and  easterly  winds,  as  neither  the  climate 
nor  the  soil  appear  adverse  to  tne  growth  of  ash,  elm,  plane, 
and  alder,  and  lavourable  to  the  growth  of  willow,  elder,  thorn, 
and  wliin  hedges,  if  proner  attention  be  paid  to  them.  The 
clumi)s  and  belts  of  harawood  around  Foveran  House,  and  at 
the  manse,  from  being  pretty  well  sheltered  by  higher  land  on 
the  east,  have  a  thriving  aj)pearance.  On  the  lower  ground, 
further  inland,  there  are  some  old  thorn  hedges,  elder  bushes, 
and  willow  trees,  and  around  Ythan  Lodge  there  is  a  clump  of 
old  hardwood,  but  the  parish  altogether  "  has  a  bare  and  naked 
look." 

Around  the  mansion  house  of  Tillery  the  plantations  are  com- 
posed of  fairly  grown  hardwood  trees,  with  a  mixture  of  Scots 
hrs ;  and,  at  Monkshill,  on  the  borders  of  Udny,  there  are  some 
belts  of  hardwood,  and  hedge-row  trees,  which  were  planted  by 
Dr.  James  Anderson,  the  author  of  the  first  general  view  of  the 
"  Agriculture  of  the  county  of  Aberdeen." 

Botany, — The  following  is  a  list  of  such  plant>s  as  seem  worthy 
of  being  enumeratcHl,  anclas  th(y  are  not  numerous  in  a  parish 
where  the  plough  holds  such  an  extensive  dominion,  we  have 
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included  several  of  the  more  interesting  species  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  adjoining  parishes  of  Bellielvie,  Slains,  Logie- 
Buchan  and  Ellon  : — 

Agrosiis  canina — Brown  Bent  Grass.     Agrostis  vulgaris — Fine  Bent  Grass. 

Ammophila  arundinacea — Sea  Reed,  Mat  Grass.  Arundo  phragmiUs — Common 
Reed. 

A  triplex  lacinkUa-Yroated  Sea-orache.  ^o^n/cMtim^ftnario— Common  Moon> wort. 

Blyamua  rupis — Narrow-leaved  Blysmus.  Bromua  secalinus — Smooth  Rye  Brome 
Grass. 

Carex  hirta — Hairy  Carex.     Bromus  mollis — Smooth  Brome  Grass. 

Cakik  maritima — Sea  Rocket.     Carex  arenaria — Sea  Carex. 

Chenopodium  maritimum — Sea  Goose-foot.  Chrysoeplenium  aUemifoUum — Alter- 
nate-leaved Golden  Saxifrage. 

Cochlearia  officinalis — Scurvy  Grass.  JSnarUhe  crocata — Hemlock  Water  Drop- 
wort. 

JBpilobium  partnVfortim— SmaU-flowered  Willow  Herb.  Equiselum  Umosum — 
Smooth  Naked  Horse-taiL 

Ef/uisetum  variegaium — Variegated  Rough  Horse-tail.  Festuca  rubra — Creeping 
Fescue  Grass. 

Fesiuca  Bromoides — Barren  Fescue  Grass.  Hypericum  quadranguhim — Square- 
stalked  St.  John's-wort. 

JuruMs  compressus — Round  Fruited  Rush.     Linum  cathartieum — ^Purging  Flax. 

Lipidiam  Stnithii — Field  Pepperwort.  Lithospermum  maritimum — Seaside  Grom- 
weU. 

Phalaris  arundinacea — Reed  Canary  Grass.  Plantago  maritima — Seaside  Plan- 
tain. 

Potamogeton  crispus — Curled  Pond-weed  (rare).  Banunculus  lingua — Great 
Spear-wort. 

Pyrelnrum  maritimum — Sea  Feverfew.  Bumex  hydrolopathum— Great  Water- 
Dock. 

Salicornia  herhacea — Jointed  Glass -wort.     Salsola  kali — Prickly  Salt- wort, 

Schosnus  nigricans — Black  Bog-rush.     SaUx  viminalis — Common  Ozier. 

Salixfusca — Dwarf  Silky  WUlow.     Seirpus  locustris — BuU  Rush. 

Scirpus  setaceous — Bristle-stalked  Club-rush.  Sedum  villosum — Hairy  Stone-crop. 

Spergula  nodosa — Knotted  Spurry.  Statice  armeria — Common  Thrift.  Triticum 
Junceum — Rushy  Sea  Wheat  Grass. 

Farms  and  Farmivg, 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£20  £10  £5 

and  under  £50.         and  under  £20.         and  under  £10. 

23                       26  28 
And  six  occupants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 
Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Foveran,  year  1872-73,  £10,123     1  6 
Bo.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands   305    0  0 

Do.        Sea  and  River  Fishings, 436  10  0 

Do.        Shootings,  where  let, 35    0  0 

Do.        Mills,  Shops,  Inns,  and  Quarry,      .        .        .        .  187    0  0 

Do.        Harbour,  Grain  Stores,  &;c., 231     9  6 

Do.        Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway,  ....  192    0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value, .        .  462  12  6 

Total  value £11,972  13    6 


No.  at  and  above 

£100 

of  yearly  rent 

No.  at  and  above 

£50 
and  under  £100. 

31 

24 
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Larul  owners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are-r- 

Bepresentatiyes  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  James  Alexander  Gordon,  Auch- 

nacant. 
David  Gill,  Esq.  of  Blair  Ythan. 
Alexander  Chambers  Hunter,  Esq.  of  Tillery. 
William  James  Lumsden,  Esq.  of  Newtyle,  and  No.  1  of  Foveran. 
Alexander  Mitchell,  Esq.  of  K^iuuraiff. 
Trustees  of  the  late  Miss  Christina  Mackenzie,  of  Foveran. 
James  K.  Harvey,  Esq.,  Proprietor  of  Pitgersie  under  the  Valuation  Act. 
James  Henry  Udny,  Esq.  of  Udny. 
Mitchell  and  Rae,  Merchants,  Newburgh. 
Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company. 

The  other  Proprietors  under  £100  of  yearly  rent,  are  29  in  number. 

Farming, — In  the  end  of  the  last  century,  farming  in  this 
parish  made  very  rapid  advances ;  but  before  that,  says  the 
author  of  the  Statistical  Account,  1793,  "  the  lands  were  neither 
dressed,  neither  had  they  any  interval  of  rest,  but  carried  per- 
petual crops  of  grain,  to  the  utter  impoverishment  of  the 
S'ound."  Early  in  the  present  century,  large  tracts  of  barren 
nd  were  brought  into  cultivation,  dramed,  and  enclosed ;  and, 
on  most  of  the  larger  farms,  superior  farm  houses  were  built  of 
stone  and  lime,  and  covered  with  slates.  The  cultivated  land, 
from  the  sandy  bents  on  the  sea  shore,  to  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  parish,  is  continuous,  and  nearly  all  enclosed  either  by 
stone  dykes,  ditch  and  earth  dykes,  with  some  hedges  composed 
of  the  common  hawthorn,  willow,  and  elder  bushes,  and  some 
wliin  hedges,  mostly  in  a  neglected  state. 

Leases  are  usually  granted  for  19  years,  but  in  this  parish 
there  are  still  some  old  or  life-rent  leases,  and  the  system  of 
letting  land  to  the  higliest  bidder  has  not  yet  been  much  en- 
couraged, a  system  which  has  the  effect  of  making  a  total  change 
in  the  occupancy  of  the  soil.  Here  we  have  the  descendants, 
and  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  improving  farmers 
in  their  day  (to  whom  the  early  improvement  of  the  distict  is 
indebted),  m  the  farms  of  Pit^ersy  and  Drums,  Dubystyle, 
Haddo,  Kincraig,  and  Culter-cuUen. 

The  rotation  of  cropping  followed  is  that  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth-shift  courses,  with  only  one  grain  crop  before  cleaning ; 
the  details  of  which  we  need  not  enter  into,  as  they  differ  no- 
thing from  other  routine  conditions,  which  are  generally  re- 
strictive enough,  as  they  are  all  drawn  up  by  lawyer  factors 
who  are  only  capable,  practically,  of  coi)ying  old  leases,  written 
at  a  period  vjlien  it  ivas  nece^^ary  to  insert  stringent  clauses  for 
protecting  the  interest  of  the  landowner  "  from  the  ignorance, 
indolence,  or  cupidity  of  the  tenants  of  the  day." 

On  the  larger  iarms,  the  houses,  although  olcl,'are  commodious 
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and  substantial,  especially  the  dwelling-liouses ;  many  of  them 
have  an  appearance  both  of  comfort  and  convenience,  while 
the  onsteads,  although  not  modem  erections,  are  nevertheless 
suitable  buildings,  and  they  are  mostly  all  slated ;  but  not  a  few 
on  the  smaller  holdings  are  of  an  inferior  description,  the  walls 
being  partly  built  with  clay,  and  thatched  roofs,  A  few  of  the 
more  modem  farm  buildings  are  of  a  superior  description,  and 
well  arranged  for  rearing  and  feeding  cattle  stock  Corn-thrash- 
ing mills  are  numerous,  some  of  them  are  propelled  by  water, 
many  of  them  bv  horses,  and  a  few  by  fixed  steam  power. 
Numerous  portable  steam  thrashing  machines  patrole  the 
country  in  every  direction,  which  are  to  be  hired  oy  the  day, 
and  are  extensively  employed.  There  are  three  corn-grinding 
mills  in  the  parish  propelled  by  water  power  from  the  bum  of 
Foveran  and  its  tributaries. 

Newburgh. — The  Old  Statistical  Account  of  Foveran,  1793, 
says,  "  At  the  mouth  of  the  Ythan  is  the  village  of  Newburgh, 
a  very  dirty  place,  in  a  pleasant  and  commodious  situation,  with 
6  or  7  alehouses ;  chiefly  frequented  by  sailors,  smugglers,  and 
fishermen,  and  only  one  fishmg  boat,  which  is  chieny  used  for 
piloting  vessels  up  the  river."  The  population  at  that  i)eriod 
was  under  200.  By  the  Statistical  Account,  1840,  the  village 
"  contains  560  inhabitants,  and  120  houses,  with  seven  alehouses, 
the  same  number  as  when  the  last  Statistical  Account  was 
written."  In  1861,  the  population  was  541,  and  in  1871,  570, 
with  only  110  inhabitea  nouses;  two  very  commodious  and 
respectably-kept  inns,  a  few  fishermen,  and  no  smugglers. 
The  village  lies  along  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  at  the  top  of  the 
links,  ana  has  only  one  street,  or  road,  which  is  now  pretty  well 
kept.  Of  late  years,  many  new  and  commodious  buildings 
have  been  erected,  and  otherwise  the  general  appearance  and 
sanatory  condition  of  the  place  has  been  much  improved.  There 
are  several  merchants  who  deal  in  grocery  and  haberdashery 
goods,  and  in  ship  stores,  a  baker,  a  butcher,  shoemakers, 
tailors,  blacksmiths,  and  carpenters.  There  are  also  several 
lar^e  granaries  and  other  buildings  for  storing  coals,  lime,  and 
artificial  manures ;  a  bone-mill  for  grinding  bones,  and  a  saw- 
mill for  manufacturing  timber.  There  is  a  branch  of  the  Ellon 
District  National  Savings*  Bank,  and  a  Newburgh  Shipmasters' 
Friendly  Society.  Two  stage  coaches  run  daily,  in  summer,  to 
and  fromAberdeen,one  of  them  carrying  the  mails.  The  distance 
being  12  miles  by  an  excellent  road. 

Mansion  Houses, 
The  House  of  Foreran  is  an  old  but  very  commodious  resi- 
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dence,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  western  slope  of  the  ridge  of 
Pitscaff,  and,  with  the  surrounding  clumps  of  trees,  is  well  shel- 
tered from  the  easterly  gales  which  blow  off  the  German  Ocean. 
The  House  of  Tillery  is  a  small  modem  mansion,  built  in  the 
Grecian  style  of  architecture,  surrounded  by  neatly  laid  out 
grounds,  and  some  well-grown  forest  and  ornamental  trees. 

The  Manse  of  Foveran,  an  old  patched-up  building,  stands  in 
a  very  j)leasant  and  convenient  situation,  near  to  the  public 
road  which  leads  to  Newburgh,  and  close  to  the  private  ^oimds 
of  Foveran  House.  The  Church  was  built  in  1794,  and  is  seated 
for  700. 

Roads. 

The  parish  is  intersected  by  three  turnpike  roads.  On  the 
west,  the  Aberdeen  and  Udny  turnpike  intersects  it  for  a  short 
distance  at  Tillery.  The  Aberdeen  and  Ellon  turnpike  runs 
through  it  from  Aikenshill,  to  Auchnacant,  and  the  IN  ewburgh 
and  Old  Meldrum  turnpike  runs  from  the  former  place,  in  a 
westerly  direction  by  South  Fardine,  towards  Udny.  There  are 
also  several  cross  roads  which  lead  east  and  west  from  the 
Aberdeen  and  Ellon  road,  by  which  means  the  district  is  well 
accommodated. 

The  church  of  Foveran  is  within  about  six  miles  of  the  Udny 
Station  on  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway,  which  is  14  J 
miles  from  Aberdeen,  while  by  the  Ellon  turnpike  the  distance 
is  only  11  miles,  consequently  the  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  derive  no  Denetit  from  the  present  railway  system. 

Inns  and  Alehouses. 
There  is  a  Market  for  cattle,  &c.,  held  at  the  Udny  Railway 
Station  on  the  last  Thursday  of  each  month  in  the  year,  and  an 
Inn  at  the  station  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers ;  there 
is  also  an  Alehouse  at  South  Fardine  on  the  EUon  turnpike. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OP  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  FOVERAN.  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  AneMiments £600  14    9} 

Da     from  Mortificatioiis,  and  all  other  sources,      18  15    6 

£619  10 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered, .        .  £544  8  4^ 

Relief  of  Casnal  Poor, 13  6  3 

Medical  ReUef, 13  0  0 

Management, 34  9  7 

Balance  in  hand,   ....  14  6  1 

£619  10    $i 
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ABSTRACT  OP  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY%  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


PopulaUon 
In 

B«Ueyed  during  the  yev. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
reoeive  relief. 

OasualFoor. 

FUuous 

or 
Insane. 

MalM. 

Femaln. 

TdimL 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regia- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Outud 

Depend- 
ants. 

1,891 

10 

62 

62 

69 

4 

5 

7 

18            7 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 


II._CIVIL  HISTORY. 

This  parish,  along  with  Belhelvie,  Tarves,  and  the  portions  of 
Methlic,  Ellon,  and  Logie-Buchan,  south  of  the  Ytnan,  is  said 
to  have  been  part  of  the  ancient  Earldom  of  Buchan,  and  part 
of  one  of  the  five  Deaneries  which  constituted  the  Diocese  of 
Aberdeea  Although  now  within  the  division  of  Formartine, 
in  the  foundation  charter  of  Marischal  College,  dated  1593,  we 
find  it  is  included  in  the  Buchanenses,  one  of  the  quatuor  ti-a- 
tionea,  which  is  bounded  by  the  Don  and  the  Deveron,  and 
that  these  parishes  were  part  of  the  Earldom  of  Buchan.  A 
charter,  which  is  still  extant,  and  bearing  date  1211,  contains 
this  clause  : — Faciendo  per  annum  tres  aectas  capitalis  curicB 
rriecB  de  Ellon,  i.e,,  attending  yearly  three  diets  of  my  head 
court  at  Ellon  *  The  Earls  of  Buchan  possessed  extensive 
estates  both  in  Buchan  and  Formartine,  tul  the  forfeiture  of 
the  Cumines  occasioned  them  to  be  partitioned  among  the  ad- 
herents of  King  Robert  Bruce  in  1309 ;  and  the  only  remains 
of  the  Cumines  here  is  said  to  have  been  "  an  hospital,  found- 
ed by  Sir  Alexander  Cumming,  second  Earl  of  Buchan,  and 
son  to  the  founder  of  the  Abbey  of  Deer,  Justitiary  of  Scotland 
under  Alexander  III.,  and  one  of  six  regents  on  his  deatL" 
The  ruins  of  this  chapel,  or  hospital,  are  near  the  village  of 
Newburgh,  and  called  the  Chapel  of  the  Holy  Rood,  and  some- 
times they  are  called  the  ruins  of  the  Red  Chapel  of  Buchan. 
"  There  is  still  an  hospital,  founded  for  three  poor  men,  by  the 
first  Alexander  Forbes  of  Foveran,  who  have  each  of  them  a 
peck  of  meal  and  a  groat  weekly/*  and  then  there  is  still  a  small 
fund  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  of  Foveran,  the  interest 
of  which  a  poor  man  gets  under  the  name  of  bede  money .f 

*  Dr.  Skene  Keith's  Survey  of  Aberdeenshire,  1811,  p.  10. 
t  Statistical  Account  of  Foveran,  IS40,  p.  G99. 
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III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Church  is  a  plain  substantial  building,  well  situated  for 
the  CTeater  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  is  within  about  a  mile 
of  the  village  of  Newburgh.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices 
are  valued  at  £20  a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £S. 
Stipend — 112  bolls  meal,  112  bolls  barley,  payable  by  the  fiars' 
prices,  and  £S  6s.  8d.  for  communion  elements.  Unappro- 
priated teinds,  £463  ITs.  Sd.  The  parochial  schoolmaster's 
house  and  garden  are  valued  at  X13.  The  Free  Church  Manse, 
offices,  and  garden,  at  Newtyle,  are  valued  at  £14.  The  school- 
master's house  in  connection  with  Mather's  School,  is  valued 
at  £7. 

School  Board. — There  are  seven  members  on  the  Board — 
Thomas  Wilsone  is  chairman,  H.  J.  Gibson,  Fornety,  clerk  and 
treasurer.  School  Rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism  taught. 
There  are  128  scholars  at  the  public  school.  Population  of  the 
parish,  1871,  1,859. 

Bequests, — ^The  late  Mr.  Mather,  a  native  of  the  parish,  left 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  for  educating  and  clothing  poor 
fishermen's  children  belonging  to  Newburgh.  His  Trustees, 
the  Magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  esta^blished  a  school  in  the  village 
for  that  purpose,  which  has  now  been  transferred  to  the  School 
Board.  The  same  benevolent  individual  left  £25  per  annum 
to  the  minister,  or  schoolmaster  of  the  parish  for  lecturing  once 
a-week  to  the  poor  people  of  the  village.  Mr.  Mather  left  also 
four  bursaries  at  Mariscnal  College,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
minister  of  Foveran,  to  be  given  to  boys  educated  at  the  parish 
school. 

The  schoolmaster  at  Culter-cullen,  in  the  western  part  of  the 
parish,  has  an  endowment  of  £8,  a  free  house,  and  ground  for 
tne  keep  of  a  cow.  But  these  subiects  do  not  appear  on  the 
valuation  of  the  parish  for  1870,  published  under  tne  authority 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Supply. 

Amount  of  church  collections  made  by  the  kirk-session  in 
the  year  1871,  £27  ISs.  8d.,  whereof  £1  fs.  4d.  was  expended 
on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

SiB  Samu^  Forbes  of  Foveran.  This  gentleman,  descended 
of  the  ancient  family  of  Tolciuhon,  was  born  at  Edinburgh  in 
the  summer  of  the  year  lGr>3.      lie  inherited  the  barony  of 
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Foveran  from  his  father.  In  the  year  1700  he  was  created  a 
knight  baronet,  and  died  on  the  16th  July,  1717,  leaving  a  son, 
Alexander,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  title,  and  died  about  the 
year  1768.  The  late  Joseph  Robertson,  Esq.,  Editor  of  "  Col- 
lections on  the  Shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,"  published  by 
the  Spalding  Club,  says : — "  The  imperfect  description  of  Aber- 
deenshire, to  which  the  second  place  in  the  volume  has  been 
assigned,  is  printed  from  a  copy,  made  under  the  care  of  Sir 
Henry  Ellis,  of  a  manuscript  m  the  British  Museum.  In 
Ayscough's  Catalo^ie  of  the  national  collection  this  fragment 
is  attributed,  on  what  authority  does  not  api)ear,  to  '  the  Rev. 
Patrick  Forbes ; '  but,  by  means  of  a  quotation  preserved  by 
Mr.  James  Man,  in  his  'Memoirs  of  Scottish  Affairs,'  published 
in  the  year  1741,  we  are  enabled  to  identify  the  work  in  the 
Museum  with  a  *  MS.  Description  of  Aberdeenshire,  by  Sir 
Samuel  Forbes  of  Foveran,'  of  which  several  copies  appear  to 
have  been  known,  as  well  in  the  county  as  elsewhere,  during 
the  last  century." — ^Editor's  Preface,  p.  x. 


v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

There  is  now  no  vestige  of  the  Castle  of  Foveran,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Forbeses,  nor  of  Turing's  Tower,  which  was  the 
more  ancient  part  of  it,*  but  the  site  of  it  is  near  to  the  spring 
referred  to  by  Sir  Samuel  Forbes,  which  still  "  continues  to 
flow  with  all  its  noted  purity.  There  is  also  a  marble  bust  of 
Judj^e  Turine,  in  the  dress  of  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  standing 
in  the  groimds  of  Foveran  House." 

There  is  a  very  ancient  burial-ground  near  to  the  village, 
and  the  remains  of  the  chapel,  which  goes  under  the  name  of 
the  Rood  Church,  before  referred  to — it  is  the  burial-ground  of 
the  family  of  Udny.  In  a  Service  before  the  Sheriff'  of  Aber- 
deen, on  10th  January,  1558,  of  Elizabeth  Meldrum,  relict  of 

*  "  Foveran  House,  now  rninouB,  was  possessed  by  the  Forbeses  of  Foveran, 
descended  of  Tolqubon  ;  whose  grandfather,  Alexander,  grandson  to  Tolqubon, 
porohased  it  on  the  fall  of  Sir  John  Turing  of  Foveran,  who  suffered  much  for 
his  loyalty  to  King  Charles  II.,  and  fouffht  bravely  at  Worcester,  bpt  died 
without  sons.  A  part  of  this  house,  very  lately  fain,  was  called  the  Turing's 
Tower,  from  its  old  founders.  There  is  a  prediction  (said  to  be  Tbomas  Ry- 
mer's)  concerning  this  Tower : — 

<  When  Turing's  Towr  falls  to  the  land,* 
Gladsmoor  then  is  near  at  hand  : 
When  Turing's  Towr  falls  to  the  8ea,t 
Gladsmoor  the  next  year  shall  be.' " 
— View  of  the  Diocese  of  Aberdeen,  published  by  the  Spalding  dub,  1843>  n, 
866. 

•  Which  It  did  in  1710.       *  'lit  i*  Isundcntood  of  that  half  of  M  which  yet  tUnda 
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Alexander  Grajr,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  mention  is  made,  among 
others,  of  certain  crofts  and  roods  of  land  lying  in  the  barony 
of  Newburgh ;  the  boundaries  of  which  refer  to  Cross  of  New- 
bur^h,  the  lands  of  the  Altar  of  St.  Crispin  and  Crispianus, 
the  lands  of  the  "  Holy  Rood,"  and  the  lands  of  the  "  Chapel 
of  the  Holy  Rood." 

The  old  Castle  of  Knockhall  was  built  in  the  year  1565,  and 
belongs  to  the  famil}^  of  Udny.  In  1639,  the  castle  was  taken 
by  the  Earls  of  Marischal  and  Errol,  on  the  part  of  the  Cove- 
nant, and  its  capture  was  attended  with  spoliation  and  annoy- 
ance to  its  inmates,  who  were  Anti-covenanters.  In  the 
following  year,  a  foraging  party  from  Aberdeen  assailed  Knock- 
hall,  ana,  the  laird  being  absent,  Ladv  Udny  gave  them  free 
access  to  the  castle.  In  1644,  the  Lord  Gordon  visited  Knock- 
hall  in  his  route  to  Moray,  and,  during  his  Journey,  it  is  said, 
he  compelled  two  Collectors  of  Taxes  to  deliver  up  to  him 
1,000  merks  each  of  the  public  money.  The  Castle  of  Knockhall 
was,  in  the  year  1734,  accidentally  burned,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued in  a  ruinous  state. 

There  are  three  handsome  marble  monuments  on  the  inside 
wall  of  the  church,  one  of  these,  which  belongs  to  the  Udny 
family,  contains  two  busts  (said  to  be  very  striking  likenesses 
of  two  of  that  family),  executed  by  Bacon,  the  celebrated  Lon- 
don sculptor. 

The  Udny  monument : — ''  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John 
Augustus  U(lny,  of  Udny  and  Dudwick,  Colonel  in  the  Army, 
&c. ;  bom  17th  Julv,  1817,  died  6th  May,  1859.  And  John 
Robert  FuUerton  Udny,  of  Udny  and  Dudwick,  Colonel  in  the 
Army,  &a  ;  bom  14th  November,  1779,  died  29th  November, 
1861. 

The  Foveran  monuments  bear  respectively  the  following  in- 
scriptions : — 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Andrew  Robertson,  of  Foveran, 
who  died  on  the  2nd  January,  1817,  aged  86  years.  The  hoary 
head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  of  righte- 
ousness." 

"  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  Robertson,  of  Foveran,  who 
departed  this  life  6th  May,  1824 ;  and  to  his  wife,  Mary  Sophia 
Robertson,  daughter  of  the  late  David  Stewart,  merchant, 
Edinburgh." 
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PARISH  OF  FRASERBURGH. 


Presbytery  of  Deer — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


EtyTnology, 
The  ancient  name  of  this  parish  was  Philorth,  but  no  conjecture 
has  ever  been  advanced  as  to  its  oririn.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  the  sea  port  of  Philorth  was  near  to  the  old 
church  and  churchyard  of  Ku-kton,  then  near  to  the  mouth  of 
the  bum  of  Keithock,  and  it  was  called  Faithlie ;  but  in  the 
middle  of  the  century  (1546),  a  town  and  harbour  was  built 
near  the  Warld's  End  and  Kmnaird's  Head,  by  Sir  Alexander 
Fraser  of  Philorth,  which,  from  the  name  of  the  superior,  was 
called  Fraser-burgh,and  in  1613,a  charter  was  obtained,erectin^ 
the  place  into  "  a  free  port,  burgh  of  barony  and  of  re^lityj' 
after  which  it  became  a  place  of  considerable  trade,  and  nrom  it 
arose  the  present  denomination  of  the  parish.  The  town  of 
Faithlie  has  long  since  disappeared,  the  bum  of  Keithock  is 
now  conveyed  through  the  sand  hills  to  the  sea,  by  an  arched 
conduit,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  ruins  of  the  old  church 
and  burying-ground  at  Kirktown  of  Philorth. 

BouTidaries, 
The  chief  division  of  the  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  Moray  Firth  and  the  German  Ocean  ;  on  the  east  and  south 
it  is  bounded  by  the  parish  of  Rathen  ;  and  on  the  west  by  the 
parish  of  Pitsligo.  Tjie  parish  of  Rathen  intersects  it  for  about 
a  mile  in  the  centre,  and  the  detached,  or  western  division  of 
Fraserburgh  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Rathen ;  on 
the  south  it  is  bounded  by  Strichen  and  the  hill  of  Mormond  ; 
and  on  the  west  by  the  detached  portion  of  the  parish  of  Aber- 
dour,  and  the  parish  of  Tyrie. 

ExtcTit, 
The  extreme  length  of  the  parish,  measured  in  a  direct  line 
from  Kinnaird's  Head  to  the  south-westmost  point  of  the  dis- 
joined portion  (north-east  to  south-west),  and  including  the 
interjecting  part  of  Rathen  is  about  7J  miles ;  and  the  extreme 
breadth,  measured  in  a  direct  line,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
water  of  Philorth,  to  the  boundary  with  Pitsligo  on  the  sea  shore 
(south-east  to  north-west)  is  about  3J  miles.  The  area  of  the 
principal  division  of  the  parish  is  computed  to  be  5,920  acres, 
and  that  of  the  detached  portion  about  2,879  acres ;  together, 
8,799  acres. 
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Topogrci'phy, 
The  general  appearance  of  the  principal  division  of  the  parish 
is  flat,  but  somewhat  undulatoiy.  The  lighthouse  on  Kin- 
naird's  Head  stands  61  feet  above  sea  level;  and  the  parish 
church,  in  Saltoun  Square  41  feet.  The  south  bay  of  Fraser- 
burgh is  skirted  by  low  drifted  sand-liillocks,  covered  by  ^Qfa,- 
Teed  (Ammophilla  arumlinacea),  and  the  land  along  the  water 
of  Philorth,  on  the  east,  from  the  sea  to  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  parish,  near  to  the  church  of  Rathen,  a  distance  of  about 
three  miles,  is  flat,  and  the  flow  upon  the  stream  extremely 
sluggish,  the  rise  upon  the  three  miles  being  only  18  feet.  On 
the  western  division,  or  disjoined  portion  of  tlie  parish,  th6 
land  rises  from  the  Mill  of  Techmuiry,  to  the  Crairfiill  of  Tar- 
wathie,  into  higher  round-backed  hills,  with  mossy  flats  between, 
and  into  the  brown-backed  ridj'e  of  Mormond,  the  highest  point 
of  which  is  744  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geology  and  Soils, 
The  rocks  composing  the  bluft*  headland  of  Kinnaird's  Head* 
are  chiefly  composed  of  mica  slate,  or  a  compound  of  mica  and 

?uartz,  arranged  into  parallel,  but  often  verj'  contorted  Laminae, 
t  occurs  in  various  forms  of  transition  into  clay  slate,  by  the 
comminution  of  the  mica  scales,  and  the  disappearance  of  the 
quartz ;  and  into  slaty  gneiss  bv  the  prevalence  of  felspar.  The 
strata  are  traversed  by  veins  of  granite  and  quartz,  and  beds  of 
limestone,  and  igneous  rocks  of  the  overlying  series.  It  also 
contains  if'on  and  copper  pyrites,  and  red  iron  ore  is  abundant 
amongst  the  rocks  wnich  protrude  on  the  sea  shore.  Primary 
limestone  rock  appears  in  the  mica  slate  on  the  shore  of  the 
Moray  Firth,  at  Broadsea,  wliere  it  was  at  one  time  extensively 
wrought.  The  limestone  strata  present  the  usual  appearance, 
and,  in  some  places,  are  of  great  thickness,  and,  wliere  it  is 
found  interstratified  with  the  mica  slate,  it  is  not  easily  distin- 
guishable from  that  rock.  From  the  sea  shore,  the  strata 
traverses  a  south  and  westerly  direction  through  this  parish, 
and  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  the  beds  are  very  frequently 
found  bent  and  contorted,  sending  forth  veins  in  various 
directions ;  and  after  dipping  under  Mormond  Hill,  it  exhibits 
itself  at  Strichen  on  tlie  south-west,  and  at  Hythie  on  the 
south-east.  As  before  stated,  it  was  wrought  on  the  sea  shore 
at  Broadsea,  and  in  many  places  inland,  towards  the  cairns  of 

*  The  most  northerly  point  of  land  in  Aberdeenshire  is  Kinnaird's  Head,  in 
north  latitude,  57*  42',  and  west  longitude,  V  58',  and  believed  to  be  the  **PrO' 
moiUorium  Taixalum**  of  Ptolmey,  being  the  turning  point  into  ^^  JCstuarhim 

Vararlff^^*  or  Murray  Firth.     In  Pinkerton's  copy  of  Ptolmey's  map,  it  is  printed 

TaJixcUum  Prom,,  but  in  the  text  it  is  printed  TaUaltun. 
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Memsie.  It  is  of  a  bluish-grey  colour,  and  is  composed  of  the 
crj'^stals  of  carbonate  of  lime,  but  the  rock  is  often  modified 
both  in  colour  and  structure  by  the  occurence  of  other  minerals, 
such  as  ironstone,  which  abounds  on  the  sea  shore.  Granite 
appears  in  various  positions,  and  is  of  a  pale-greyish  hue.  It 
forms  the  framework  of  the  whole  district,  traversing  the  rocks 
above  it  in  veins,  and  is  very  frequently  found  in  detached 
blocks  of  various  sizes,  in  the  superincumbent  diluvial  strata, 
both  in  the  valleys,  and  in  masses  on  the  higher  parts  of  the 
detached  division  of  the  parish.  The  granite  rock,  when  newl^ 
opened  up  in  the  quarry,  has  a  softish  texture,  consequently  it 
is  easily  worked,  and  large  blocks  can  be  obtained.  The  greater 
part  of  the  dressed  work  of  the  piers  of  the  harbour  of  Fraser- 
burgh, and  the  chief  stones  of  some  of  the  more  modem  build- 
ings of  the  town  have  been  obtained  in  the  quarries  of  the 
upper  district,  at  comparatively  little  cost  either  for  quarrying 
or  dressing. 

Of  deposits,  there  are,  as  before  stated,  the  finely  com- 
minuted sands  along  the  bay  of  Fraserburgh,  which  has  been 
thrown  up  by  the  violence  of  the  wind  from  the  sea,  and 
dispersed  to  some  distance  inland.  Here,  the  bay,  for  about 
two  miles,  is  bordered  by  a  chain  of  hillocks  of  sand,  or  downs, 
covered  with  bent,  whicn  is  common  upon  the  sea  coast  of  the 
County,  and  wherever  there  is  loose  sand,  the  sea-reed  serves 
to  bind  it  down  by  its  long,  tough,  creeping  roots. 

Under  these  benty  hillocks,  consideraole  deposits  of  moss  and 
clay  are  found  under  the  level  of  the  sea ;  "  and,  in  1760,  a  tree 
with  roots  and  branches,  and  a  stem  20  feet  long,  was  foimd 
entire,  under  the  sand  within  high  flood  mark ; "  it  is  therefore 
most  probable  that  the  sea  has  here  receded  from  the  land,  and 
were  it  not  that  the  drifting  sand  is  intercepted  by  the  bents, 
devastation  by  these  sand  floods  could  not  be  prevented.  West 
of  Kinnaird's  Head,  the  shore  is  low  and  rocky,  and,  in  many 
places  the  beach  is  covered  by  rolled  pebbles,  heaped  up  by  the 
action  of  the  waves  driving  them  inland  according^ to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  currents  which  prevail  upon  the  coast  These  pebbles 
generally  consist  of  fragments  of  the  adjoining  rocks  or  clifis, 
and  are  reduced  to  a  rounded  shape  by  being  tossed  about 
against  each  other  by  the  action  of  the  sea  Among  the  pebbles 
and  sand  which  cover  the  shore  at  Phingask,  littoral  deposits, 
that  is,  shells  of  marine  animals,  which  are  found  upon  the 
coast,  are  thrown  up  by  the  sea  in  a  greater  or  less  comminuted 
state,  and  though  considerably  mixed  with  silicious  matter  of 
no  value,  it  has  been  transported  many  miles  inland,  and  used 
for  agricultural  purposes,  and  found  very  useful  for  top-dressing 
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old,  or  heathy  pastures,  and  for  manuring  mossy  soils,  and 
forming  compost  heaps.  Bordering  on  Ratnen,  and  along  the 
water  of  Philorth,  a  large  tract  of  aUuvial  deposit  extends  from 
the  sea  to  the  higher  land  on  Kinbog,  consisting  of  peat  earth 
and  clay,  underlying  drift  sand  and  pebbly  gravel,  the  latter 
apparently  deposited  by  land  floods  Irom  the  higher  ground, 
most  of  which  appear  to  be  of  recent  formation.  On  tlie  Sin- 
clair Hills,  and  on  the  more  elevated  portions  of  the  western 
divisions  of  the  parish,  the  older  deposits,  consisting  ^f  gravels, 
sand,  clay,  and  other  detritu  resulting  from  climatic  influences, 
appear  to  have  been  aqueouslv  formed,  and  are  in  general  in  an 
unconsolidated  state,  throu^n  a  want  of  some  aglutinating 
substance.  In  this  series  of  loose  conglomerates  there  is  great 
variety,  from  large  blocks  and  fragments  of  granite,  to  fine  sand 
with  rounded  masses  of  quartz,  syenite,  greenstone,  mica  and 
clay  slate,  all  evincing  long  subjection  to  aqueous  attrition, 
certainly  not  to  be  attributed  to  tne  small  tiny  streams  or  rivu- 
lets which  now  drain  or  irrigate  the  district  Having  thus 
referred  to,  and  briefly  described  the  alluvial  deposits  belonging 
to  what  is  called  the  tertiary  series,  we  now  come  to  notice  that 
of  vegetable  matter,  accumulations  of  a  "  combustible  substance 
named  Peat."  In  the  valley  of  Philorth,  as  before  stated,  peat 
has  been  found  underlying  the  drift  sands  along  the  bay  of 
Fraserburgh,  in  which  has  been  found  the  remains  of  oak  trees, 
and,  in  various  situations  on  the  western  division  of  the  parish, 
and  on  the  lower  slopes  and  higher  parts  of  Mormond.  The 
depth  of  the  peat  varys  according  to  its  position,  being  deeper 
and  denser  in  the  valleys,  becoming  thinner  on  the  higher 
ground,  where  it  is  generally  of  a  more  spongv  kind. 

Soils, — ^The  soil  along  the  sea  shore,  and  for  some  distance 
inland,  is  of  a  rich  loamy  clay,  on  a  ferruginous  subsoil,  with 
gpod  loam  on  pure  sand  and  gravel.  On  the  more  inland  por- 
tions, the  soil  is  lighter,  and  of  a  more  gravelly  description,  and, 
on  the  western  division,  the  arable  land  partly  consists  of  good 
black  loam  incumbent  on  gravelly  clay,  and  sand,  with  consi- 
derable tracts  of  reclaimed  moss  and  moorland  generally  of  an 
inferior  description. 

Hydrography. 

The  parish  extends  along  the  sea  coast,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  water  of  Philorth,  to  the  bay  of  Sandhaven  in  the  parish  of 
Pitsligo,  being  a  distance  of  about  4  J  miles,  following  tiie  wind- 
ings of  the  shore.  On  the  south,  the  lower  division  is  bounded 
by  the  water  of  Philorth,  and  this  division  is  intersected  by  the 
bum  of  Cardno  on  the  west,  and  that  of  Silverwells,  which*  falls 
by  the  Mill  of  Philorth,  to  the  east.     The  western  or  detached 
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division  is  intersected  by  the  bum  of  Tarwathie  and  Tecbmuiry, 
which  falls  into  the  water  of  Philorth  by  the  Mill  of  Auchiries, 
in  the  parish  of  Rathen.  These  streams  supply  water  power  to 
severaicOm-^inding  and  thrashing  mills,  and  alon^  with  many 
perennial  springs  afford  an  abundant  water  supply  for  the  agri- 
cultural wants  of  the  district.  The  burn  of  Cardno  supplies 
water  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fraserburgh,  ana,  in 
its  lower  course,  water  for  the  brewery  of  Watermill,  which  is 
situated  about  a  mile  to  the  west  of  the  burgh.  There  are 
several  chalybeate  springs  within  the  parish,  but  the  most  noted 
one  is  the  spring  which  issues  from  the  ironstone  rocks  near 
the  south  harbour,  and  now  appears  in  a  niche  in  the  wall  at 
the  entrance  to  the  railway  station.  The  medicinal  virtues  of 
this  spring  are  considered  equal,  although  not  quite  so  strong 
as  the  waters  of  the  chalybeate  springs  at  Peterhead. 

Fishings,  Jkc. 

The  salmon  fishings  at  the  mouth  of  the  water  of  Philorth, 
and  in  the  bay  of  Fraserburgh,  are  usually  let  for  £12  a-year. 
The  water  of  Philorth  is  well  stored  with  common  trout  (Salmo- 
fario),  phinock  (Salvio  albus)^  and  occasionally  sea  trout  (Salmo 
trutta),  but  no  salmon  are  now  known  to  ascend  the  stream. 
The  kelp  shore  in  the  small  bay  of  Phin^k  brings  £5  a-year. 

Herring  and  deep-sea  Fishings. — The  importance  of  the  sea 
fisheries  to  the  town  of  Fraserburgh  has  always  been  great.  In 
178C,  the  intrepid  Dutch  fishers,  with  their  fishing  husses,  came 
so  near  the  shore  as  to  preclude  the  inhabitants  from  their  usual 
stations.  Notwithstanding  this  encroachment,  which  had  been 
long  practised  bv  our  Scandinavian  neighbours,  the  herring 
fishery  of  Fraserburgh  has  gone  on  for  many  years  increasing, 
and  it  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  stations  on  the  north- 
ern shores  of  Scotland.  It  is  said  that,  owing  to  the  promon- 
torial  position  of  Kinnaird's  Head,  the  herring  shoals  pass  along 
the  coast,  "  hugging  the  shore,"  where  the  strongest  tides  run, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  only  the  strongest  and  best  fish 
are  able  to  make  head  against  them ;  therefore,  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  herrings  caught  at  Fraserburgh  are  amongst 
the  best  sent  to  market. 

The  following  statistics*  of  the  herring  fishery  of  Fraserburgh 
for  10  years  will  show  the  importance  of  the  herring  fishings 
and  curing  to  the  trade  of  the  place ;  premising  by  stating  that, 
in  1820,  Fraserburgh  had  not  100  boats  fishing. 

♦  These  statistics,  or  figures  in  the  first  three  columns,  were  furnished  to  us 
by  Mr.  Couper,  the  intelligent  fisheiy  officer  of  the  Fraserburgh  district,  which 
comprohenos  Fraserbuirgh,  Pitullie,  Kosehearty,  and  Pennan. 
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Vmu-  ^^-  ^  B<»*s  Average  of  Crans  Total  number 
***"•     engaged.           per  Uoat.            of  Crans. 

Estimated  vidue  of 

each  gear's  catch  at  268. 

perCran. 

No.  of  hands 

employed,  averaging 

six  to  a  Boat. 

1863 

227 

110               24,970 

£31,212  10    0 

1,362 

1864 

229 

117               26,793 

33,491    5    0 

1,374 

1865 

251 

112               28,112 

35,140    0    0 

1,506 

1866 

250 

161               40,250 

50,212  10    0 

1,600 

1867 

291 

160                46,560 

58,200    0    0 

1,746 

1868 

389 

168               65,380 

81,725    0    0 

2,334 

1869 

450 

114               51,317 

64,146    5    0 

2,700 

1870 

480 

187i             90,028 

112,535    0    0 

2,880 

1871 

432 

2164              93,586 

116,982  10    0 

2,592 

1872 

626 

209              130,387 

162,983  15    0 

3,756 

The  Moray  Firth  is  well-known  to  abound  with  great  variety 
of  fish,  and,  as  Fraserburgh  is  best  known  to  be  the  principal 
fishing  station,  we  shall  here  give  a  list  of  those  fishes  which 
have  been  caught  ofi*  the  northern  coast  of  Aberdeenshire,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  and  arrangement  of  Fleming,  in  his  "  His- 
tory of  British  Animals  " ; — 

CHONDROPTERYOIOUS   OR   CARTILAGINOUS   FISHES. 

Bfyxine  glutinosa — Glutinous  Hag.     Petromizon  marinun — Sea  Lamprey. 
PetromyzonfluviatUiH — River  Lauiprey.     Squalus  maximua — Common  Sail-fish. 
Spinax  acafUhias — Common  Dog-nsh.     Sajmnua  borealis — Qreenland  Shark. 
jiaia  batis — Skate.     Haia  radiata — Starry  Ray.     Rata  davala — Thorn-back. 
Bcua  oxyrmehus — Shaip-nosed  Ray,  May  Skate. 

ACANTHOPTERYOIOUS  PISHES. 

MuUu8  ntmwletus — Striped  Surmullet.  Cottus  acorpiua — Sea  Scorpion,  Father 
Lasher. 

Cotiwt  (70610— Bull-head,  Miller's  Thumb.     Tritjla  b/ra — Piper,  Red  Gurnard. 

Xipkias  gladias — Common  Sword-fislL     Scomber  vulgaris — Common  Mackerel. 

CciUionymuB  lyra — Gem.  Dragonet,  Gowdie.  Anarchical  /upu<f— Wolf -fish,  Cat- 
fish. 

Blenniua  galerUa — Crested  Blenny.     Zexis  faber — Doree,  John  Dory. 

CrenilabriM  ticea — Common  Wrasse,  or  Brassy.  Lophius  picatoriiis — Angler, 
Widegab. 

TracuruB  vulgaris — Scad,  Horse  Mackerel.     Perca  lahrax — Basse,  Sea  Perch. 

MAMMALIA.       TETACEA. 

BaUenoplera  musculus  Round-lipped  Whale.     Balceiwptera  boopa — Sharp-lipped 

Whale. 
Delphinus  phoccsna — Dolphin,  Porpess.     Ddphinus  orca — Grampus. 

MALACOFrERYGIOUS  FISHES. 

I^az  lucitis — Common  Pike,  (ied.     Bdone  vufgarut—GskT  Pike. 

Salmo  salar — Common  Salmon.     Salmo  trutta — Sea  Trout. 

Salnio  eriojc— Grey  Trout.     Clupea  harengus— Common  Herring. 

Clupea  pilcafdus — Pilchard  (rare).     Morkua  vulgaris — Common  Cod. 

Morhua  (Eglejinus — Ha<ldock.     Morhua  punctaius — Speckled  Cod. 

Bro^mus  vulgaris — Common  Tusk.     Mtrlangus  vulgaris — Whiting. 

Merlangus  carbonarius — Coal-fish,  Sethe.  Mtrlangus pollachius — Pollack,  Lythe. 

O cuius  must^lla—Vivc  bearded  Gade.     Oadus  <rtctrra<iM— Three-bearded  Gade. 

Molva  vulgaris — Common  Ling.     Molva  lota-  —Burbot,  B^l-fish. 

Hippoglosms  vulgaris—Common  Holibut.     Platcssa  vulgaris — Plaise,  Fluke. 

PkUessa  Umatida—Jyikh,  Saltie,  or  Satie.     Pleuronectes  rhombus— BnWf  Bonnet- 

fleuk. 
Pleuronectes  maxim f is— Common  Turbot.     Solea  vulgaris— Common  Sole. 
Solea  variegata—MArhled  Sole.     PlateifsaJl^s^UH —Flounder,  Mayock  Fleuk. 
AnguUla  vulgaris— Common  Eel.     Anguilla  conger— Conger  KeL     Cyclopierua 

lumpus — Lump  fish,  Bagaty.     Baniceps—Hake. 
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Arharicidture  aiid  Botany, 
In  the  Statistical  Account  of  Fraserburgh,  1793,  it  is  mention- 
ed that — "  This  jmrish  appears  to  have  abounded  with  wood. 
Large  roots  of  trees,  mostly  oak,  remain  still  in  the  morasses. 
About  Philorth  House,  the  seat  of  Lord  Saltoun,  is  some  old 
timber,  and  several  plantations  have  been  lately  made  there." 
The  plantations  here  referred  to  are  now  about  80  years  old, 
and  consist  of  Scotch  firs,  spruce,  and  some  silver  1^,  upon 
the  sandy  soil  of  the  Sinclair  Hills.  These  plantations  cover 
an  area  of  about  300  acres,  but  within  the  past  few  vears  about 
100  acres  additional  have  been  planted  mostly  with  the  same 
description  of  trees,  with  the  aduition  of  larch  and  some  hard- 
wood. The  older  trees  around  Philorth  House  consist  of  oak, 
chestnut,  beech,  limes,  ash,  elm,  plane,  and  the  Huntingdon  w^il- 
low,  growing  partly  upon  clay  loam  and  some  lighter  alluvial 
soil  These  trees  are  supposed  to  be  about  200  years  old,  and 
some  of  them  are  of  large  sizes — one  oak  girths  at  the  soil 
about  9  feet,  a  beech  tree  11  feet,  a  lime  tree  about  10  feet,  an 
ash  and  horse-chestnut,  each  about  10  feet.  The  private  grounds 
of  Philorth  lie  mostly  within  one  mile  of  the  sea,  and  not  many 
feet  above  its  level,  and  in  a  position  very  much  opposed  to 
the  severity  of  all  the  north  and  easterly  ^es  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  east.  To  the  older  planted  ground,  several 
additions  have  been  made,  and  numerous  well  kept  thorn 
hedges  and  hedgerow  trees  have  been  planted,  which  has  had 
the  effect  of  very  much  improving  the  shelter  and  appearance 
of  the  country ;  but  in  the  lower  and  more  sheltered  division 
of  the  parish,  the  effects  of  stagnant  water  and  heavy  clay  soils 
has  hitlierto  had  the  effect  of  retarding  the  growtli  of  trees; 
while,  in  many  cases,  the  kinds  of  trees  best  suited  to  the  soil 
and  climate  do  not  appear  to  have  been  selected. 

Botany. — ^The  Flora  of  this  parish  has  never  been  very  ac- 
curately investigated,  but  we  believe  few  rare  plants  have 
been  discovered  m  it,  and  only  such  as  are  commonly  found  in 
the  neighbouring  sea-board  parishes,  as  the  following  list  will 
show : — 

Ar^naria  Marina — Sea  Sand- wort.     Botryehium  lunaria — Common  Moon-wori 
Ammophila  arundinacea — Sea  Beed.     Chrysosplenium  oppositi/oHum — Oppoaite- 

leaved  Golden  Saxifrage. 
Corydafis  claviculoia — White  Climbing  Coiydalis     Drowra  hngifoUa — Long- 
leaved  Sun-dew. 
Echium  tmlijare — Common  Viper's  Bugloss.     Euphrasia  o^Sctno^.^— Eye -bright. 
Oentiana  Campestris — Field  Gentian    Oentiana  atnareUa — ^Autumnal  Gentian. 
Ofum  urbanum — Common  Avens,  Herb  Bennet.     OeumrivaU — Water  Avens. 
Olechoma  heda-acea— Ground  Ivy,  Ale-hoof.      fftracleum  ephondylium — Cow 

Parsnip. 
Hippuria  vulgaris — Mare's  Tail.     Hypericum  pw/c/irwm— Upright  St.  John's- 
wort* 
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JETypericum  quadrangulum — Square  St.  John's-wort  Juncus  Balticu9—Bt^iio 
Rush. 

Lapsana  communis — Nipplewort.     Ligusticum  ScoUicum — Scofctiah  Lovage. 

Linum  catharticum — Purging  Flax.     Lychnis  ftos-cuculi — Ragged  Robin. 

Lychnis  c^iotca— Red  and  white  Campion  Menyanthes  trifolicUa — Marsh-tref oil. 
Bog-bean. 

Mercurialis  perrennis — Perennial  Mercury.     Nymphea  alba — White  Water-lily. 

Ononis  arvensis—^esi  Harrow,  Cammock.  Phalaris  aruiuitnaeea— Reed  Canary- 
graas. 

Papavtr  Khaas — Common  Red  Poppy,  Pimpinella  saxi/raga — Common  Bur- 
nett Saxifrage. 

Potamogetcn  j>6c<i'na/tM— Fennel-leaved  Pond- weed,  and  other  varieties  of  Pond- 
weed. 

Pinguieola  vulgaris — Common  Butter-wort  Plantago  lanceolata — Ribwort, 
Plantain. 

Plantago  maritima — Sea-plantain.     Polygala  vulgaris — Common  Milk-wort. 

Pamasia  palustris — Common  Grass  of  Parnassus.  PotentiUa  anserina — Silver- 
weed,  Goose-grass. 

PoUntilla  aryenta — Silvery  or  Hoary  Cinquefoil.  Primula  veris  and  ScoUica — 
Cowslip,  Primrose. 

Hanunculus  sclercUus — Celery-leaved  Crow-foot.  Scudfraga  tridactyliies — Rue 
leaved  Saxifrage. 

Scu^raga  hypnoides—}AoB8SAjaimge,  Ladies' Cushion.  Scandix pcden — Needle 
Chervil,  Shepherd's  Needle. 

Scrophularia  nodosa — Knotted-rooted  Figwort.  Scrophularia  aquatica — Water 
Fie-wort. 

Spergtda  arrensis — Com  Spurry.     Spergula  nodosa — Knotted  Spurry. 

TriaUcUis  Europcta — Chickweed  Winter  Green.  Triglochin  palustre — Marsh 
Arrow-grass. 

Veronica  anagallis — Long-leaved  Water  Speed- weU.  Veronica  Beccahunga — 
Short-leaved  Speedwell  or  Bi-ooklime. 

Farms  and  Farming, 

Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form  : — 

No.  At  and  obuve     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

(of  yoarlj  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.         and  tuider  £20.         and  under  £10. 

25  22  28  40  21 

And  14  occapants  of  land  paying  less  than  £5  a-year. 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Fraserbargh,  year 

1872-73, £7,669  18  U 

Do.         Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,   Gardens,  Wood- 
lands, and  Moss, 432    0  0 

Do.  Shootings,  where  let,  and  Salmon  Fishings,  .  .  12  0  0 
Do.  Admirality  Buildings,  Lighthouse,  &c.,  .  .  105  0  0 
Do.  Fishermen's  Houses,  Broadsea.  and  Kelp  Shore,  .  85  10  0 
Do.  Machinery  of  Com  Mills,  Brewery,  and  Saw  Mill, .  41  10  0 
Do.  The  Property  of  the  Fraserburgh  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners,    1,622  12  8 

Do.        Fraserburgh  Extension  Railway 618    0  0 

Do.        The  Property  of  the  Magistrates  of  Fraserburgh,    .  332    1  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  .        .  9,448    3  8 

Total  value, £20,266  16    3 
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Land  mvners  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Right  Hon.  Alexander  Fraser,  Lord  Saltoun. 

The  Trustees  of  the  bite  George  Baird  of  Strichen. 

Alexander  M*Nab,  Esq.  of  Teclunuiry. 

James  Cardno,  Esq.,  Grain  Merchant  Fraserboigh. 

The  Harbour  Commissioners  of  Fraserburgh. 

Charles  M'Beath,  Esq.,  Bank  Agent,  Fraserburgh. 

John  MeUis,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Fraserburffh. 

The  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Fraserburgh. 

Messrs.  John  and  Thomas  Park,  Fishcurers,  Fraserburgh. 

Andrew  Tarras,  Esq.,  Bank  Agent,  Fraserburgh. 

Thomas  Walker,  Esq.,  Feuar,  Fraserburgh. 

The  Trustees  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Woodman,  George  Wallace,  Esq. 

The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company. 

The  other  Proprietors,  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  are  224  in  number. 

Fai^iing. — Leases  are  in  general  granted  for  19  years, 
and  the  rotation  of  cropping  varies  from  the  fifth  to  the  sixth 
and  seventh-shift  course.  The  lighter  soils  are  well  adapted 
for  growing  turnips  and  potatoes,  and  the  heavier  clay  soils 

f)roduce  superior  crops  of  oats  and  barley,  while  the  more 
oamy  soils  produce  excellent  crops  of  cereals,  roots,  and  grass. 
Besides  the  farm-yard  manure,  large  quantities  of  sea- ware  or 
kelp-weed,  shell  sand,  and  fish  manure  are  used  by  the  farmers 
in  the  district;  of  the  latter,  large  quantities  are  obtained 
during  the  herring  fishing  season,  between  the  middle  of  July 
and  the  middle  of  September,  which  not  only  brings  to  the 
town  a  great  store  of  wealth,  but  to  the  surrounding;  country 
an  additional  supply  of  manure  in  the  shape  of  herring  refuse. 
Bone  dust  and  other  j)hosphatical  manures  are  largely  used 
on  the  lighter  soils,  wliile  considerable  quantities  of  ammoniacal 
substances  are  used  upon  the  loamy  clays.  Lime  from  the 
native  quarries  has  been  used,  sometimes  improperly,  for  ma- 
nuring the  land,  but,  after  its  application  was  better  under- 
stood, good  effects  resulted.  It  is  now  little  used  but  for 
building  purposes. 

Fences, — A  ffreat  part  of  the  lower  division  of  the  parish  is 
regularly  sub-divided  and  enclosed  by  stone  dykes  and  earthen 
sunk  with  ditch  and  hedges.  On  the  western  division,  fences 
are  not  so  general,  and  in  many  parts  permanent  enclosures 
are  still  wanting. 

Farm  Houses. — Some  of  the  recently  erected  farm  buildings 
present  a  distinguished  contrast  with  the  older.  The  newer 
steadings  being  generally  commodious  and  substantial,  and  all 
slated,  with,  apparently  in  some  cases,  extravagantly  large 
dwelling  houses  tor  the  ordinary  class  of  farmers  in  the  country. 
In  other  cases,  the  houses  are  old,  with  brick-tiled  roofs,  with- 
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out  sufficient  accommodation,  and  many  of  the  houses  on  the 
moorland  possessions  appear  to  be  of  that  description  which 
may  be  expected  that  a  tenant  would  build  who  has  the  money 
to  pay  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

DraiTiage. — There  is,  we  believe,  no  place  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  naturally  so  fertile,  but  its  fertility  may  be  increased ;  and 
there  are  few  places  so  barren  but  their  sterility  may  not  in  some 
degree  be  meliorated.  The  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  this  pa- 
rish is  uneven,  although  far  from  being  hilly,  and,  as  the  water 
lodges  behind  every  knoll,  it  must  break  out  somewhere  in 
springs,  or  produce  spouty  patches  of  sour  grass  and  starved 
corn.  In  other  places  the  land  is  flat,  some  of  it  lies  low,  with 
natural  obstructions  on  the  outfalls,  a  cause  which  produces  a 
wet  soil  which  is  the  most  difficult  to  drain,  owing  to  the  gorg- 
ing up  of  the  outfall  channels.  Draining  in  this  parish  has 
been  performed  in  various  ways,  according  to  the  views  and 
means  of  those  who  performed  the  operation,  and  generally 
the  improvement  has  oeen  only  partially  accomplished  at  dif- 
ferent times,  a  system  which  often  has  the  effect  of  retarding 
the  permanent  improvement  of  the  whole. 

In  improving  moss  and  mossy  soils,  there  is  always  found  a 
certain  quantity  of  stagnant  moisture,  which,  in  general,  is  ad- 
verse or  unfriendly  to  vegetation,  an  inconvenience  which  may 
be  expected  in  waste  land  everywhere ;  but  here,  where  the 
mosses  are  of  considerable  depth,  consequently  draining  is  the 
first  step  towards  its  improvement,  and  the  great  point  in  doing 
so — ^that  in  reducing  moss  to  corn  land — ^is,  first,  to  lay  it  so  dry 
as  to  encourage  veg^etation,  but  not  so  dry  as  to  deprive  the 

!)lants  of  the  requisite  quantity  of  moisture.  The  upper  sur- 
ace  of  moss  is  generally  of  a  fibrous  consistency,  so  that  if  it 
be  suddenly  deprived  of  its  natural  sap,  the  porous  nature  of 
it  will  admit  the  drought  farther  down  than  the  upper  moisture 
can  reach.  If  the  medium  be  not  carefuUjr  attended  to,  the 
value  of  the  soil  is  often  diminished,  and  the  improvement  lost 
by  the  first  of  these  causes  as  well  as  by  the  last.  In  several 
parts  of  the  country  we  meet  with  worn  out  moss,  and  moss 
several  feet  in  depth,  which,  after  being  drained,  levelled,  and 
dressed  with  clay,  ditch  scourings,  or  road  scrapings,  carry 
luxuriant  crops  of  natural  clover  and  other  fine  grass. 

In  the  higner  parts  of  the  parish  there  were  at  one  time 
large*  tracts  of  gravelly  soil,  "  intermixed  with  mosses  and 
muirs,  covered  with  heath  or  coarse  grass,"  which  has  long 
since  given  way  to  cultivation,  and  by  tne  aid  of  artificial  ma- 
nures to  supply  certain  wants  in  the  all  but  sterile  upper  soil, 
lietter  crops  are  obtained  than  that  which  could  be  produced 
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by  the  continued  use  of  ordinary  farm-yard  manure. 

The  richer  lower-lying  clay  soils  and  loams  which  have  been 
long  in  cultivation,  and,  in  many  cases,  the  upper  soil,  from  a 
too  frequent  upturning  does  not  continue  to  produce  the  same 
abundant  crops^  and  without  some  restoratory  process,  it  may, 
in  course  of  time,  become  unproductive.  Tlie  farmer  has  to 
supply  nourishment  for  his  crops  as  well  as  for  his  cattle,  but 
the  question  of  plant  life  is  not  so  easily  understood.  The  at- 
mosphere supplies  vegetation  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  car- 
bonic acid  ana  water,  but  in  the  soil  there  is  often  an  excess  or 
scarcity  of  plant  food — that  sort  of  mineral  food  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  plant  life.  Thus,  oats,  barley,  &c.,  are  silica  plants, 
pease,  beans,  clover,  &c,  are  known  as  lime  plants,  and  turnips, 
potatoes,  &c.,  as  potash  plants.  "  One  of  the  oldest  and  most 
familiar  cures  for  sterile  soils  is  known  as  burning ;  the  Ro- 
mans were  aware  of  its  powers,  and  made  use  of  it  to  improve 
their  soils.  The  great  good  which  results  from  burning  is  the 
unlocking  chemically  of  valuable  plant  food,  which  exists  in 
some  soils  in  a  crude,  undecomposed  state,  in  a  form  in  which 
it  is  perfectly  useless  to  plants.  Another  important  operation, 
which  vas  also  practised  previous  to  the  appearance  of  chemistry, 
ifi  liming.  As,  however,  in  the  case  of  burning,  the  farmer  has 
also  received  most  valuable  aid  in  regard  to  the  carrying  out 
of  this  most  important  operation.  Lime  can  be,  and  often  is, 
abused  as  well  as  used.  In  very  many  cases  Kme  is  useful,  but 
in  almost  as  many  more  it  is  worse  than  useless.  Then,  how 
are  we  to  tell  which  soil  will  be  improved  or  which  spoiled  by 
a  doze  of  lime  ?  Hitherto  chemistry  alone  has  answered  this 
question,  and  she  alone  can  answer  it  satisfactorily."*  The 
same  author  goes  on  to  say : — ''  I  have  found  chemistry  in 
another  way  assisting  in  no  small  degree  to  increase  the  pro- 
duce of  tKe  land,  and  that  is,  in  deciding  whether  or  not  m  a 
particular  case  the  process  of  subsoiling  would  be  a  desirable 
one.  The  ordinary  or  upper  soil  in  very  many  instances  diflers 
materially  from  the  subsoil.  In  some  cases  the  upper  soil  is  all 
but  exhausted  of  some  particular  element,  which,  if  it  abounds 
in  the  subsoil,  and  that  it  is  otherwise  suitable,  the  operation 
of  subsoiling  will  be  attended  with  the  best  results ;  but,  in 
other  instances,  in  consecjuence  of  the  subsoil  being  unable  to 
supply  what  is  wanting  in  the  upper  soil,  or  in  consequence  of 
some  noxious  or  deleterious  suostance  existing  in  the  lower 
soil,  the  upturning  of  that,  without  any  precaution  being  taken, 

•  **  On  what  Chomiatry  has  done  for  Agriculture."  By  J.  Falconer  King, 
Analytical  Chemist,  Lcith.  In  Transactions  of  H.  and  A.  Society,  voL  v., 
187a 
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may  have  a  directly  opposite  effect.  A  subsoil,  for  example,' 
containincf  large  €[uantities  of  humus  (vegetable  mouldy,  and 
other  acicls  in  union  with  protoxide  of  iron,  as  such  soils  fre- 
quently do,  would  be  sure  to  cause  a  serious  diminution  of 
fertile  power  for  a  year  or  two  at  least,  if  turned  up  in  quan- 
tity, and  having  no  proper  agent  applied  to  neutralize  its  poi- 
sonous properties.  l)y  having  timeous  recourse,  however,  to  che-- 
mical  aid,  such  a  disaster  may  be  completely  averted,  for  though, 
for  some  reason  it  may  be  (ieemed  desirable  to  turn  up  a  dead 
poisonous  subsoil,  we  can  have  a  suitable  antidote  prescribed 
m  due  time."  Further,  Mr.  King  says,  "This  power  in  a 
soil  of  ability  to  recover  itself  has  been  long  known,  and  in 
former  times,  in  order  to  allow  this  operation  to  take  place, 
the  expensive  system  of  naked  fallows  was  universally  resorted- 
to ;  in  this  subject  also,  chemistry  has  benefited  agriculture, 
and  by  showing  this  system  to  be  quite  unnecessary.  The  land> 
has  been  exhausted  by  gi-ain  crops,  but  it  need  not  be  idle 
while  it  is  receiving  its  supply  of  materials  necessary  for  nour- 
ishing another  crop  of  grain.  The  silica  has  been  removed  by 
the  cereal,  but  the  lime  and  soda  have  not ;  so  that  there  can 
be  grown  in  the  interval  between  the  two  grain  crops  a  crop 
of  turnips,  or  beans,  or  clover,  these  plants,  as  cnemistry 
teaches  us,  requiring  but  little  silica  and  a  plentiful  supply  of 
lime  and  the  alkalies." 

In  this  interestinof  article  "  On  what  Chemistry  has  done  for 
Agriculture,"  there  is  much  that  is  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  cultivator  of  soils,  to  know  the  extent  to  which  modem 
agriculture  depends  upon  chemistry  and  scientific  progress, 
liesides,  there  is  valuable  information  on  what  farming  in  this 
country  would  be  at  present  without  the  aid  of  "  chemically 
prepared  artificial  manures."  In  reference  to  farm-yard  manure, 
we  nave  the  following  comparison : — "  Thus,  140  lbs.  of  well- 
rotted  farm-vard -manure  contains  only  1  lb.  of  ammonia,  its 
most  valuable  constituent ;  while  the  same  quantity  of  a  well- 
made  bone  manure  contains  6  or  7  lbs.  Pnosphate  of  lime, 
probably,  the  next  valua])le  ingredient,  is  present  in  farm-yard 
manure  in  only  the  small  proportion  of  1  in  100  parts ;  while 
a  bone  manure,  containing  the  amount  of  ammonia  above  stated^ 
generally  contains  from  80  to  40  parts  per  100.  The  small  pro- 
portion of  valuable  ingreilients  present  in  farm-yard  manure 
18  owing  to  the  large  quantity  ot  water  which  that  substance 
contains  :  thus,  a  fair  average  sample  of  dung,  about  six  months 
old,  was  found  to  contain  no  less  than  75  per  cent,  of  water, 
three-fourths  of  its  entire  weight.  So  that  when  a  farmer  buys 
a  ton  of  this  much-prized  material,  he  buys  as  much  as  15  cwt» 
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of  water,  and  this  water  he  has  to  cart  and  otherwise  transport 
from  the  place  of  nmnufacture  to  the  field.  This  clumsy  manure, 
then,  was,  until  a  comparatively  recent  date,  considered  the 
only  efficient  Mjent  that  could  be  employed  for  the  purpose  "  of 
restoring  the  fertility  of  land."  It  is  true,  farm-yard  manure 
contains  lar^e  quantities  of  silica,  lime,  common  salt,  carbonic 
add,  and  other  materials  which  are  contained  in  all  soils,  or,  at 
all  events,  could  be  applied  to  soils  in  a  much  cheaper  way  than 
compounding  them  with  valuable  ingredients,  as  ammonia,  by 
app^ng  it  in  the  shape  of  manufactured  manure.  Accordingly, 
this  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  led  to  the  aban- 
donment of  the  idea,  and  to  the  originatins^  of  the  method  of 
manufacturing  manures  containing  the  vcuuable  constituents 
oivUtTvtfood  only,  which  plan  was  found  to  be  highly  success- 
ful, "  and  is  now  carried  out  in  the  present  day  to  an  enormous 
extent." 

"  Year  by  year  thouaanda  of  tons  of  substances  are  sold  as 
manure,  which  are  indeed  made  to  sell ;  imwary  buyers  are 
easily  deceived  by  them,  and  some  of  the  mixtures  are  made  with 
such  skill  and  care  that  the  very  best  and  most  cautious  judges 
are  frequently  deceived."  Mr.  King  further  says,  in  speaking 
of  adulteration  > — "  I  speak,  however,  from  personal  experience, 
and  I  state  most  decidedly,  that  in  upwards  of  tvx)  tiundred 
samples  of  manures  which  I  have  lately  examined  for  farmers, 
not  one  huTid/red  of  them  were  what  tney  were  represented  to 
be,  not  fifty  of  them,  even  when  appraised  by  the  most  liberal 
scale,  showed  anything  like  the  price  which  nad  been  chai^d 
for  them,  and  several  were  not  worth  the  carriage  which  had 
been  paid  for  them,"  making  some  of  those  in  the  so-called 
**  manure  trade"  as  black  as  they  are  painted. 

About  the  year  1730,  the  celebrated  Jethro  Tull  grew  wheat 
year  after  year  on  the  same  land  without  manure,  simply  by 
digging  and  forking  the  soil,  thereby  establishing  for  a  time 
the  hypothesis  that  the  soil  was  the  sole  source  of  v^table 
food ;  that  by  thoroughly  disintegrating  and  pulverising  the 
earth,  it  became  fine  enough  to  pass  through  tne  pores  of  the 
roots,  and  so  nourish  the  plants.  Tull's  system  succeeded  for 
a  time  in  liaising  crops  by  the  comminution,  or  working  of  the 
soil  and  ihe  loosening  of  materials  in  it,  which,  though  pre- 
viously unavoidable,  as  plant  food,  were  oxidised,  ''  and  so 
changed  "  as  to  supply  the  crop  with  valuable  nutriment  Po- 
I>ular  opinion  favoured  TuU's  simple  but  erroneous  system  up 
till  nearly  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  although  experience 
had  taught  many  that  manures  were  consumed  oy  plant  life, 
but  how  this  removal  or  ojchaustion  of  the  manure  took  place. 
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no  satisfactory  explanation  has  been  recorded,  as  the  science  of 
agricultural  cnemistry  was  then  hardly  worthy  of  the  nama" 

Sir  Humphrey  Davy's  lectures  on  the  "  Elements  of  Agricul- 
tural Chemistry,"  delivered  between  the  years  1802  and  1812, 
clearly  pointed  out  the  relation  which  existed,  and  what  could 
be  done  by  applying  chemistry  to  agriculture,  and  to  these 
lectures,  for  the  time,  considerable  attention  was  paid  by  .prac- 
tical men.  Next,  we  have  the  experiments  of  tne  emmently 
!>ractical  Boussingault,  who,  besides  having  a  practical  know- 
edge  of  agriculture,  had  great  scientific  skill,  and  was  able  to 
test  the  results  of  his  laboratory  experience  in  the  field  "  before 
making  them  public,"  thereby  avoiding  the  error  of  his  con- 
temporary worker,  the  eminent  Justus  von  Liebeg. 

In  the  year  1840,  Liebeg  pubUshed  his  celebrated  work, 
"  Chemistry  in  its  Relation  to  Agriculture  and  Physiology,"  a 
work  which  excited  universal  attention  among  agriculturists, 
and  among  many  created  extravagant  expectations  which  were 
not,  and  never  could  be  realised.  In  this  work,  however,  Liebeg 
has  most  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  "  main  portion  of  the 
food  of  plants  is  derived  from  carbonic  acid,  water,  and  am- 
monia ;  and  that  the  commonly-received  opinion  that  plants 
derived  their  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  nitrogen  from 
humus  and  decayed  animal  and  vegetable  matter  was  erro- 
neous." 

About  this  time,  the  practical  experiments  of  Mr.  JohnBennet 
Lawes,  of  Rothamsteaa,  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Gilbert,  an  able 
analytical  chemist,  did  much  to  produce  manures,  which,  when 
apphed  to  root  crops,  had  astonishing  results,  and  was  able  to 
solve  the  hitherto  unexplained  question — why  bones  proved  so 
valuable  as  a  manure  on  some  fields,  had  little  or  no  effect  upon 
others,  which  was  probably  Lawes'  first  and  most  valuable  con- 
tribution to  agricultural  chemistry. 

Stea/m  Cultivation. — Future  clironiclers  of  agricultural  im- 
provements in  this  part  of  Aberdeenshire  may  be  able  to  record 
a  larger  application  of  steam  power  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil  than  we  are  at  present  able  to  do,  as  that  great  invention 
has  proceeded  very  slowly  northwards. 

The  second  experiment  in  steam  cultivation  which  has  been 
made  in  this  County,  took  place  on  the  25th  October,  1872,  in 
a  field  on  Kirkton  of  Philorth,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  James 
Burnett,  with  a  set  of  powerful  tackle  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Fowler  &  Company,  engineers,  Leeds,  and  belonging  to  the 
"  Philorth  Steam  Cultivation  Company,"  recently  organised  by 
Sir  Alexander  Anderson,  commissioner  for  Lord  Saltoun.  The 
tackle  consists  of  two  locomotives  of  12  horse-power  each,  with 
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winding  drums  below  the  engine,  each  capable  of  holding  800 
yards  of  strong  steel  rope.  The  plough  used  was  also  one  of 
Fowler's  patent  balance  ploughs,  with  five  mould  boards  on 
each  end  of  the  metal  frame.  On  this  frame,  the  skifes  and 
coulters  are  placed  or  fixed  on  a  level  beam,  and,  by  altering 
their  positions,  backwards  or  forwards,  a  wider  or  narrower 
furrow  is  cut  at  pleasure ;  and  by  removing  the  ordinary  mould 
boards,  usually  used,  and  substituting  "dig^ng  breasts,"  a 
better  tillage  can  be  effected,  and  the  upper  soil  left  more  ftiUy 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere,  while  in  ploughing 
lea  land  they  cut  and  set  up  a  pretty  square  furrow,  and  forms 
a  fairly  good  seed  bed.  Along  witn  the  plough,  there  is  the 
grubber,  which  was  next  tried  in  the  same  field,  which  was 
stubble  after  lea.  This  implement  has  a  strongly  mounted 
frame  on  three  wheels,  and  is  worked  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  plough,  the  front  wheel  being  used  for  steering. 

The  field  on  which  the  experiment  took  place,  appeared  in 
every  way  suitable,  the  soil  being  of  a  stiff  loamy  clay,  and  con- 
sidered heavy  to  plough  in  the  ordinary  way  with  two  horses, 
turning  up  five  or  six  inches ;  whereas  the  Plulorth  steam  tackle 
turned  up  five  furrows,  each  about  11  inches  in  depth,  with 
apparent  ease,  barring  the  blocks  occasioned  by  some  hidden 
boulders  (and  the  hot  haste  of  the  engineer-conductor),  causing 
the  breakage  of  a  few  socks  and  coulters.  Obstacles  which  may 
be  overcome,  and  in  course  of  time,  in  many  districts,  steam 
ploughing  may  come  to  be  a  paying  concern  for  a  company, 
Dut  from  the  fact  that  boulder-drift  has  scattered  so  many  yird- 
fiast  stones  all  over  Aberdeenshire,  their  removal  to  the  neces- 
sanr  depth  cannot  be  done  by  tenants  under  an  ordinary  leasa 

The  finks  and  meadows  of'^Keithock  and  Philorth,  wnich  lie 
inside  the  sand  and  bent  hillocks  bordering  the  bay  of  Fraser- 
burgh, and  the  flat  meadow  land,  further  inland  of  the  links, 
are  composed  of  sand  and  mossy  soil  of  a  pretty  fertile  de- 
scription, mixed  with  the  lighter  particles  of  a  water-formed 
deposit,  such  as  Ls  usually  found  along  the  banks  of  streams 
with  a  smooth  current,  especially  where  they  are  stemmed  by 
the  tide.  This  extensive  flat,  or  bottom,  containing  about  400 
acres,  is  more  or  less  valuable  according  to  the  time  it  is  flooded 
by  the  sand  drifting  up  the  outfalls.  The  soil  on  the  higher 
portions  of  the  cxound  is  a  light  loam  of  good  quality.  On 
the  lower  ground,  the  soil  is  composed  of  finer  sand,  moss,  and 
earthy  particles,  but  most  of  which  is  often  surcharged  with 
water  tnat  it  only  grows  the  coarser  kinds  of  grass,  Drackish 
plants,  and  bullrushes. 

In  the  year  1872,  operations  were  commenced  for  drain- 
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ing  this  tract  of  land  by  carrying  a  main  outfall,  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  in  length,  from  the  Philorth  Railway  Sta- 
tion, which  is  in  the  centre  of  the  ground,  into  the  sea,  among 
the  submerging  rocks  opj>osite  the  links  of  Fraserburgh.  The 
lower  450  yards  are  carried  along  the  sandy  shore  in  a  brick 
pipe  two  feet  in  diameter,  with  about  30  yards  of  cast-iron 

J)iping,  of  the  same  diameter,  laid  through  the  rocks  to  the 
evel  of  low  water  nfieap-tidesy  where  it  terminates  with  a  self- 
acting  tide-sluice,  whicn  can  only  act  for  a  few  hours  between 
low  water  neap  and  low  water  spj^^ing-tides.  The  upper  section, 
in  length  about  2,000  yards,  being  crrried  through  the  bent- 
hillocks  by  a  cut  avera^ng  14  feet  in  depth,  wherein  there  is 
laid  a  culvert  of  an  elliptical  shape  (3'0"x2'G^),  built  with  a 
single  ring  of  bricks  (12  mches  deep),  which  the  ingenious  en- 
gineers call  "segment  tiles,"  thus :  |  □  □  | .  The  lower  sec- 
tion of  the  outfall  is  laid  upon  a  grade  of  eight  feet  to  the  mile, 
and  the  upper  has  one  of  18  inches.  The  whole  works  in  con- 
nection with  the  outfall  alone  have  cost  £3,000,  and  have  been 
designed  and  carried  out  under  the  inspection  of  a  person  act- 
ing for  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  of  England  and  Wales, 
who  has  not  as  yet  failed  in  any  degree  of  economy,  but  whose 
attention  appears  to  have  been  out  little  directed  to  the  extent 
of  the  ordinary  discharge  of  30  inches  of  rainfall  over  400 
acres  (to  say  nothing  of  the  much  larger  surface  within  the 
surrounding  water-shed),  which  may  prove  to  be  too  much  for 
such  a  limited  oflflet  channel  subject  to  the  recurrent  influ- 
ences of  such  a  short  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide. 

Cattle. — Good  herds  of  cattle,  chiefly  crosses  between  the 
short-homed  and  Buchan  breeds,  are  every  where  to  be  met 
witli.  The  Sand-hole  herd  of  short-homed  stock  have  obta- 
ined the  most  prominent  position. 

Roads. 

The  parish  is  well  accommodated  with  roads  : — First, 
there  is  the  turnpike  road  which  leads  from  Fraserburgh  to 
Aberdeen,  intersecting  the  eastern  division  of  the  parish 
from  north  to  south  for  nearly  four  miles.  The  Strichen  road 
intersects  both  divisions,  and  the  Boyndlie  turnpike  leads  from 
Fraserburgh  to  Banft*  running  partly  along  the  coast.  The  old 
coast  road  leads  from  Fraserburgh  toCaimbulg,  St.  Combs,  &c., 
on  the  east ;  besides  which  there  are  several  other  useful  roads 
intersecting  the  district.  The  Fraserburgh  station  and  termi- 
nus of  the  Formartine  and  Buchan  Railway  is  47i  miles  from 
Aberdeen,  and  the  fastest  trains  perform  the  journey  in  two 
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hours  45  minutes.  It  is  29  miles  firom  Peterhead  hy  rail,  via 
New  Maud,  and  the  time  usually  occupied  on  this  journey  is 
one  hour  35  minutes. 

Maikaion  Houses. 

Philorth  House,  the  residence  of  Lord  Saltoun,  is  the  only 
territoriid  mansion  in  the  parish.  It  has  been  built  at  different 
periods,  and  the  date,  1666,  appears  on  what  looks  to  be  the 
oldest  part  of  the  building.  At  present  it  is  imdergoing  ex- 
tensive repairs,  alon^  with  some  additions. 

The  Saltoun  family  have  resided  at  Caimbulg  Castle,  Kin- 
naifd's  Head,  and  Philorth,  for  upwards  of  five  centuries,  are 
descended  from  Fraser,  **  Thane  of  Cowie,"  in  Kincardineshire, 
who  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  Fraser  of  Philorth,  and  in 
connection  with  their  long  residence  in  the  district,  a  pro- 
phecy of  Sir  Thomas,  of  Ercildoune,  has  been  verified — ^in 
effect,  that  there  would  be  "  a  Fraser  in  Philorth"  when  there 
would  not  be  "  a  Cock  o'  the  North." 

The  Town  of  Fraserburgh. — During  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth  began  to  build  the 
town  and  harbour  of  Fraserburgh,  near  to  the  fishing  hamlet 
of  Faithlie,  and  obtained  a  charter,  erecting  the  place  into  a 
free  port  and  burgh  of  barony.  In  the  year  1613,  the  Superior 
obtained  a  renewal  of  the  charter  from  King  James  VI.,  erect- 
ing it  into  a  burgh  of  regality,  under  the  name  or  title  of  the 
"  Burgh  of  Fraser,"  in  honour  of  Sir  Alexander  Fraser.  Previous 
to  1613,  the  Superior  had  built  "a  large  and  beautiful  town  at 
Faithlie,  where  his  family  had  formerly  a  burgh  of  barony,"  whidi 
"  he  continued  to  beautifie  and  enlarge  with  publicke  buildings 
and  fine  streets."  About  the  year  1570,  Sir  Alexander  Fraser 
built  the  Castle  and  Tower  of  Kinnaird's  Head,  on  which  the 
lighthouse  now  stands.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  40 
feet  by  80,  and  60  feet  high  to  the  embattlements  around  the 
lighthouse,  which  was  erected  by  Government  about  the  year 
1780.  A  few  yards  nearer  the  sea,  and  on  a  projecting  point 
of  rock,  "  the  W  ine  Tower  beetling  stands."  It  is  similar  in 
form  to  Kinnaird's  Castle,  but  witn  which  it  has  now  no  con- 
nection. Under  this  tower,  there  is  the  mouth  of  a  cavern, 
which  penetrates  about  100  feet  inland,  but  it  is  now  much 
filled  tip  with  stones. 

In  the  year  1692,  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  obtained  a  charter 
from  the  Crown  to  erect  and  endow  a  University,  and  the  re- 
mains of  an  old  quadrangular  tower,  which  formerly  stood  at 
the  west  entrance  to  the  town,  is  pointed  out  as  being  the  site 
of  the  College  buildings. 
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The  town  is  situated  on  the  southern  slope  of  Kinnaird's 
Head,  and  along  the  bay.  The  principal  streets  are  laid  off 
parallel  to  the  shore,  and  are  crossed  by  others  at  right  angles. 
Broad  Street,  Saltoun  Square,  and  Castle  Street  forming  the 
main  central  street  In  the  centre  and  north  end  of  Saltoun 
Square  stands  the  Market  Cross,  which  was  rebuilt  about 
20  years  ago  on  the  site  of  the  old  Cross.  The  pedestal 
of  tne  Cross,  which  has  a  neat  cornice,  is  surmounted  by  an 
oval  shaped  column,  12  feet  high,  bearing  on  its  top  the 
Boyal  and  Saltoun  Arms.  The  base  is  surrounded  by  a  flight 
of  steps  and  cast-iron  railing.  North  of  the  church,  and  on 
the  same  side  of  Saltoun  Square,  stands  the  Town  House,  an 
elegant  freestone  building,  which  was  erected  in  1855.  The 
principal  entrance  is  in  the  south-west  comer  under  the  tower. 
The  dome  of  the  tower,  which  is  circular,  is  supported  by  six 
handsome  pillars  of  the  composite  order.  Over  the  entrance, 
there  is  a  balcony  resting  on  four  columns  of  the  Doric  or- 
der, above  which  there  is  a  niche  in  the  tower,  with  a  figure 
cut  in  stone,  representing  the  late  Lord  Saltoun,  placed  there 
by  his  present  lordship.  The  ground  floor  of  the  building  is 
occupied  as  the  market  place,  and  it  is  laid  out  with  stalls  for 
mercnandise.  The  Town-hall,  an  elegant  well-lighted  apart- 
ment, occupies  the  second  floor,  and  it  contains  a  life-size  por- 
trait of  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth,  the  founder  of  the 
"  Broch,"  and  a  portrait  of  the  late  Lord  Saltoun,  whose  statue 
occupies  the  niche  which  ornaments  the  face  of  the  tower. 

Besides  the  parish  church  and  the  town-house  which  adorn 
Saltoun  Square,  there  is  the  Saltoun  Arms  Hotel  and  the  North 
of  Scotland  Banking  Co.'s  premises,  and  many  attractive  mer- 
cantile-houses along  both  sides  of  Broad  Street.  There  is  also 
the  handsome  building  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  known  as 
Baillie  Chalmers*  house,  with  its  rounded  front  and  pillared 

Sorch.    At  the  comer  of  Commerce  Street,  there  is  the  elegant 
uilding  belonging  to  the  Union  Bank,  and  in  one  of  the  cross 
streets  the  baimng  premises  of  the  Town  and  County. 

Within  the  past  30  or  40  years,  several  new  streets  on 
the  west  side  of  the  town  have  come  into  existence,  and  re- 
cently some  new  roads  have  been  laid  out  on  the  north,  where 
the  ground,  for  building  purposes,  is  proposed  to  be  given  oft* 
under  long  leases  instead  of  leus.  Alonff  the  shore,  and  shore 
streets,  several  improvements  liavc'recently  been  made  in  clear- 
ing away  old  houses  and  opening  thorouglimres  to  the  harbours 
and  railway  station,  which  is  said  to  be  "  one  of  the  best  rail- 
way stations  in  Buclian,"  a  building  at  the  "  WarUVs-end,"  a 
shed  whore  no  day  light  enters. 


602 


HABBOUB. 


Harbour. 

About  the  year  1575,  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  began  to  build 
a  large  and  commodious  harbour,  and  laid  the  foundation 
stone  with  his  own  hands  in  the  name  of  the  "  Trinity."  It 
consisted  only  of  one  pier  of  small  dimensions,  but  sufficed 
for  the  wants  of  the  place  till  about  1812,  when  the  north  pier 
was  built.  The  soutn  pier  was  erected  under  an  Act  of  Pjirlia- 
ment  obtained  in  1818,  and  the  middle  pier  was  finished  in 
1830.  The  area  within  the  pier  heads  is  nearly  eight  acres, 
and,  according  to  the  tides,  there  are  from  11  to  16  feet  of 
water  inside  and  along  the  quays,  and  about  20  feet  at  the  en- 
trance during  spring  tides,  and  six  feet  at  low  water.  The 
expenditure  on  the  whole  since  the  Act  of  Parliament  of 
1807,  till  1837,  was  about  £30,000.  In  1838,  plans  were  pre- 
pared (by  the  reporter,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  Walker, 
C.  E.,  of  London)  for  extending  the  north  pier  to  the  Ellie  rock, 
and  for  erecting  a  breakwater  on  the  rocks  called  the  Insch, 
which  would  have  given  about  five  feet  of  additional  depth  of 
water  at  the  new  entrance,  and  would  have  prevented  the 
violent  inrun  of  the  sea  during  north-easterly  ^les.  But  this 
proposal  was  not  carried  out.  In  1855,  operations  were  com- 
menced for  building  a  new  pier  and  breakwater,  enclosing 
about  16  acres  on  the  north  of  the  present  harbour,  wifh  a 
depth  of  10  feet  at  the  entrance  at  low  water.  The  break- 
water has  been  carried  out  so  far,  and  was  intended  to  protect 
the  old  harbour  in  north-easterly  gales,  with  an  inner  jetty  to 
protect  the  enclosed  basin.  The  first  contract  for  these  works 
amounted  to  £25,000,  but  when  the  works  were  far  advanced, 
a  furious  storm  swept  most  of  the  breakwater  away,  after  which 
the  contract  was  thrown  up.  In  1856,  the  work  was  resumed 
by  the  Commissioners  themselves,  and  has  been  carried  out  so 
far,  as  the  breakwater  now  partially  overlaps  the  north  pier, 
and,  after  an  expenditure  of  aoout  £50,000,  the  works  are  still 
in  an  unfinished  state. 

The  Harbour  revenue — 1863  to  1872,  ten  years — is  as  fol- 
lows : — 


In  1863,  it  amounted  to        ...        .        1,916  10    6 

In  1864, 

1,856    2    0 

In  1865, 

2.440  18  11 

In  18()6,              „ 

2,521    4    3 

In  1867, 

2,762  18    4 

In  1868, 

3,073  18    6 

In  1869,              „ 

3,136     1    2i 

In  1870, 

4,029  11     8 

In  1871, 

3,932  17  10 

In  1872,             „ 

5,106    9    3 
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In  1818,  Fraserburgh  had  only  500  tons  of  shipping  belong- 
ing to  it,  "  now  the  tonnage  of  the  port  amounts  to  about 
4,500  tons."  In  1818,  there  were  only  90  herring  boats  fished 
at  the  place,  but  in  1872  there  were  626  boats. 

The  shore  dues  on  vessels  frequenting  the  port  is  4d.  per 
ton ;  do.  on  herring  boats,  for  the  season  of  eight  weeks,  one 
cran  of  herrings,  average  price,  25s. 

Sewerage. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  words  to  say  more  than  wherever  you 
have  to  deal  with  men  in  masses,  the  connection  between  nlth 
and  disease  is  only  too  close,  and  with  a  low  average  of  health, 
there  is  generally  found  a  low  average  of  morality,  and  most 
probably  of  intellect.  Cleanliness  and  self-respect  always  go 
iiand  in  hand,  and  before  you  can  purify  mens'  minds  and 
feelings,  you  must  purify  the  air  they  breathe.  A  plentiful 
supply  ot  pure  water  may  be  provided  for  every  domestic  pur- 
pose, and  even  for  other  sanatory  requirements,  but  without 
a  proper  and  efiicient  system  of  well  regulated  sewers,  an 
abuncfant  supply  of  water  does  not  mitigate  the  evils  arising 
out  of  defective  sewerage,  but  frequently  has  an  opposite  eftect 
bv  causing  filth  to  accumulate  in  low-lying  places,  among  it  a 
class  of  people  who  may  be  unable,  or  unwiUmg,  to  pay  for  the 
removal  of  nuisance,  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  created  by 
others  who  are  more  favourably  situated  as  to  levels. 

The  higher  portions  of  the  town  of  Fraserburgh,  it  is  said, 
are  fairly  sewered,  but  the  lower  and  older  portions  of  the  place 
are  not  in  such  a  satisfactory  position,  at  least  during  the 
herring  fishing  season,  when  the  fishing  population  is  more 
than  doubled  for  eight  or  ten  weeks.  The  position  of  the  town 
is  favourable  for  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage  being  carried 
out,  the  greater  part  of  it  being  about  30  feet  above  sea  level, 
instead  oi  doing  it  by  piecemeal  to  suit  men's  minds,  especially 
when  the  local  authonties  are  so  fortunate  as  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  utilising  their  valuable  sewage  on  the  links  and 
meadows  of  Philorth,  which  are  to  a  considerable  extent  below 
high  water  level,  and  within  two  miles  of  the  town. 

Water  Sujqily  and  Oris. 
A  few  years  ago,  water  was  introduced  by  gravitation  from 
the  burn  of  Cardno,  a  few  miles  from  the  town,  which  is  said  to 
be  of  good  quality,  for  which  the  inhabitants  are  charged  on 
rental  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  per  £ ;  and  for  police,  cleansing, 
and  lighting,  they  are  charged  one  shilling  and  twopence  per 
£.  Gas  is  manufactured  by  a  Joint-stock  Company,  and  the 
town  i.s  well  lighted.  WecKly  markets  are  held  on  Friday  for 
the  sale  of  grain  and  other  agricultural  piwduce. 
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Manufactures. 

Ship  and  boat-building  has  long  been  carried  on,  and  the 
builders  of  a  small  class  of  vessels  have  the  reputation  of 
building  good  ships  as  to  model  and  finish.  There  is  a  patent 
slip  for  nauling  up  vessels  for  repair.  A  considerable  trade  is 
carried  on  in  manu&cturing  home  and  foreign  timber  by  steam 
saw-mills,  and  along  with  a  bone  mill,  a  large  trade  is  carried 
on  in  artificial  manurea  There  is  also  the  brewery  at  Water- 
mill,  which  is  a  little  outside  the  police  burgh.  The  kelp,  or 
sea-ware,  on  the  Phingask  shore,  at  one  time  brought  £150  par 
annum,  the  produce  of  this  diiore  is  now  let  at  £5  a-year. 
Within  the  past  20  vears,  the  port  sent  two  or  three  vessels  to 
the  whale  and  seal  fishery,  but  that  trade  has  been  abandoned 
for  some  time.  The  white  and  herring  fisheries  of  Fraserbureh, 
along  with  Broadsea,  employ  about  2,000  of  the  natives,  besides 
extraneans  during  the  herrm^  season.  The  exports  annually 
of  dried  and  pickled  cod,  ling,  &c.,  and  of  cured  herring,  amount 
in  value  to  about  £200,000. 

The  annual  export  of  spuin,  meal,  potatoes,  butter,  and  oth^ 
agricultural  produce,  is  large,  and  the  imports  of  coal,  timber, 
lime,  and  goods  for  shopkeepers,  are  also  larga 

Police  Burgh. 

The  police  burgh  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the 
sea,  firom  a  point  on  the  shore  a  little  west  of  the  village  of 
Broadsea  to  the  mouth  of  the  burn  of  Keithock,  and  from 
tlionce  nearly  in  a  direct  line,  including  the  Windmill,  to  the 
point  first  mentioned,  but  excluding  the  houses  of  Derbyhall ; 
and  the  area  is  estimated  to  be  about  350  acres. 

Population          Popalatkn  locNMt 

aecorainR  to  the  aooonling  to  the  oothe 

OeiuuB  of  186L       Census  of  ItfiTL  10  jmn. 

Fbaserburoh,  landward  part  of  the  pariah,     1,039               1,049  10 

Do.,           Police  Buigh,           .        .          3,472               4^252  780 

Total,         ....         4^511  5,301  790 

The  A'alnation  of  the  police  burgh  for  the  year  1S70-71,  exclusive  of  the  rail- 
way, but  iDcluding  £35  for  the  water  works,  is  £9,019  7b.  6d. 

Inns  and  Alehcyases. 

Besides  two  or  three  hotels,  there  are  a  large  number  of  ale- 
houses, and  about  30  persons  hold  licenses  for  selling  spirits, 
ale,  and  i>orter. 
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Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  FRASERBURGH  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  AsaeBsmenta,       ....  £1,771  16  11 
Do.    from  Mortitications,  and  all  other  sources,      28  10    6 


Expenditure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,         .... 

Medical  Relief, 

MaoMement, 

Law  Expenses, 

On  Poor  House  Buildings  (authorised). 
Balance  in  hand,   . 


£1.150  10 

H 

0    1 

6 

40    0 

0 

193    6 

H 

0  10 

6 

81  18 

6 

334    0 

6 

£1,800    7    5 


£1,800    7    5 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


In 
1861. 

Believed  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  reUef. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fatuous 

or 
Insane. 

Ustok 

F^msleiL 

ToUJ. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depcnd- 
antSL 

4,511 

51 

123 

147 

129 

41 

30 

3 

0 

15 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic.,  Cap.  83  and  34?,  and  there  are  six  elected 
members  or  managers  upon  the  Board. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND  ACT). 

Reoeipts  from  ABsenments £215  17    0 

Expended  on  Drainage, £10  12    0 

J>a       on  Water  Supply, 2,200    0    0 

Do.       on  other  pniposes,  including  Salaries,  &C,     175  15 


£2,.386    7    0 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

By  THE  Rev.  Walter  Gregor,  Minister  of  PrrsuGo. 

Faithlie,  the  ancient  name  of  Fraserbul-gh,  was  erected  into  a 
free  burgh  of  barony,  in  favour  of  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth, 
by  a  chuter  of  Queen  Mary,  of  date  Nov.  2nd,  1564.  This 
Alexander  Fraser  died  in  1569,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
grandson  of  the  same  name.      On  his  coming  to  his  estates 
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(1569),  "he  began  to  build  a  large  and  beautiful  town  at  Faith- 
lie,  where  his  family  had  formerly  a  burgh  of  barony."  On 
March  6,  1570,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  "  the  Tower  of  Kyn- 
naird's  Head."  Next  year  he  built  a  church.  On  the  0th  of 
March,  1576,  *'  he  began  to  build  a  lar^e  and  convenient  har- 
bour at  the  same  place,  and  himself  laid  the  first  stone  of  it, 
in  nomine  Pair  is  Filii,  et  Spiritus  Sancti" 

Improvements  went  on  under  this  sagacipus  Laird  of  Phi- 
lorth — "  he  continued  to  beautifie  and  enlarge  the  town  with 
publick  buildings  and  fine  streets."  He  was  high  in  favour 
with  James  VI.  This  favour  he  used  for  the  advancement  of 
the  prosperity  of  his  burgfh.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1588,  the 
Kin^  panted  a  charter  oi  Xovoildmua,  erecting  the  town  of 
Faithlie  into  a  free  burgh  of  barony,  and  a  free  port.  More 
royal  favour  was  bestowed  upon  him  m  the  form  of  knighthood. 
This  honour  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  King  on  the  baj)- 
tism  of  his  son,  Prince  Henry,  August  30,  1594.  The  growing 
favour  of  the  King  he  turned  to  account  in  improving  his 
burgh.  By  a  charter,  of  date  April  4,  1601,  the  barony  of 
Faithlie  was  erected  "  into  a  free  port,  free  burgh  of  barony, 
and  free  regalitv,  to  be  called,  in  all  time  coming,  "  The  Burgh 
and  Regality  of  Fraserburgh."  By  this  charter  was  given  to 
him  and  his  successors  the  right  "  of  naming  the  Magistrates 
and  Town  Council." 

In  1592,  the  Crown  and  Parliament  granted  him  a  charter  for 
the  erection  of  a  fully  equipped  University.  By  the  charter  of 
1601  this  permission  was  renewed  : — "Our  Sovereign  Lord  and 
the  three  Estates  of  Parliament  understanding  that  Alexander 
Fraser  of  Fraserburgh  has  obtained  a  new  infeftment  of  his  ba- 
rony of  Philorth,  &c.,  in  which  also  he  has  obtained  the  town  and 
burgh  of  Faithlie — ^now  called  Fraserburgh — to  be  erected  a 
free  burgh  of  barony,  with  express  liberty  to  erect  a  University, 
bi^,  and  mak  Colleges,  and  place  masters  and  teachers,  with 
all  the  liberties  and  immunities  that  may  pertain  to  a  free 
University;  since  which  time  the  said  burgh  has  not  only 
greatly  flourished  in  bigging,  repair,  and  resort  of  people,  so 
that  sundry  gentry  of  the  County  are  becoming  inhabitants  and 
burgesses  of  the  said  burgh,  but  also  the  said  Alexander  has 
made  there  ane  sure  haven  and  port,  and  also  being  of  deli- 
berate mind  and  purpose  to  erect  an  University,  has  begun 
to  edify  and  big  up  a  College,  which  not  only  will  tend  to  the 
great  decorement  of  the  country,  but  also  to  the  advancement 
of  the  lost  and  tint  vouth  in  bringing  them  up  in  learning  and 
virtue,  to  the  great  honour  and  welfare  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
and  nation."     The  teinds  and  manses  of  Philorth,  Fyvie,  Ra- 
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then,  and  Crimond,  were  mortified  under  Sir  Alexander  Fraser 
and  his  successors  in  support  of  the  Professors  of  the  new 
College.  The  Professors  who  enjoyed  these  livings  were  bound 
to  perform  the  pastoral  duties  of  these  parishes,  or  to  provide 
substitutes.  "  The  nomination  of  Principal,  Professors,  and 
whole  Masters  thereof,"  was  vested  in  its  founder  and  his  suc- 
cessors. In  1600  the  General  Assembly  recommended  Mr. 
Charles  Faerholme,  or  Freme,  the  minister  of  Fraserburgh,  as 
Principal.  From  some  cause,  now  unknown,  "  nothing  farther 
was  done."  When  the  plague  broke  out  in  Aberdeen  (June  to 
October,  1647),  the  College  buildings  of  Fraserburgh  were 
called  into  use — King's  College  removed  to  Fraserbur^,  while 
Marischal  College  removed  to  Peterhead. 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

Philorth  was  the  ancient  name  of  the  burgh  of  Fraserburgh. 
The  Jiagman  Roll  (p.  164),  says,  "Andrew,  parson  of  the  church 
of  Philorth,  swore  fealty  and  nomage  to  Edward  I.  of  England." 
This  took  place  in  1276.  On  the  2nd  of  March,  1330,  Hugh, 
Earl  of  Ross,  received  from  the  King,  at  Perth,  the  right  of 
the  patronage  of  the  Church  of  Philorth  (App.  to  the  Acts  of 
the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  vol.  I.)  David  IL,  on  the  18th 
October,  1345,  gave  his  consent,  as  patron  of  the  benefice,  to 
the  erection  of  the  church  of  Philorth  into  a  prebend  of  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Machar  at  Aberdeen.  The  erection  was  not 
then  made.  On  the  20th  of  July,  1347,  the  King  granted  the 
church  to  the  bishop  and  chapter,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  their 
own  uses  as  one  of  their  common  churches.  On  the  20th  of 
January,  1362,  this  grant  was  renewed,  with  the  alteration  that 
the  fruits  of  the  benefice  should  be  applied  to  the  maintenance 
of  two  chaplains  serving  in  the  cathedral.  In  course  of  time, 
the  church  of  Philorth  was  erected  into  a  prebend  of  the  ca- 
thedral. In  1437,  the  prebendary  of  Philorth  was  required  to 
find  a  sub-deacon  as  his  vicar,  or  "  stallar,"  to  serve  in  the 
cathedral,  and  for  this  service  he  was  bound  to  pay  him  forty 
shilling  a-year.  Of  the  date  of  the  old  churcn  at  Kirkton, 
where  is  the  churchyard,  there  is  no  record. 

About  1571,  a  church  was  built  in  Fraserburgh,  then  called 
Fttithlie,  by  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth.  This  church 
may  have  been  rebuilt  by  the  same  Sir  Alexander  Fraser,  for 
the  author  of  the  "  Diocese  of  Aberdeen"  says,  in  speaking  of 
Fraserburgh  (about  1730^,  '*  This  present  church  was  built  by 
Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth  under  Bishop  Patrick  Forbes." 
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Patrick  Forbes  was  elected  Bishop  in  1618.  The  church  was 
in  the  form  of  a  cross,  (old  Statistical  Account).  The  present 
church  was  erected  in  1802.  It  has  a  spire,  built  by  subscrip- 
tion, which  cost  about  £300,  with  bell  and  illuminated  clock. 
It  was  re-opened  in  1873,  and  at  the  same  time  recoiled  with 
wood,  however,  instead  of  lath  and  plaster.  A  vestry  has  been 
built  this  year  (1874^  at  the  east  end  of  it  The  cost  of  this 
vestry  was  defrayed,  naif  by  the  heritors  and  half  by  subscrip- 
tion. The  present  manse,  which  stands  to  the  east  of  the 
town,  was  built  in  1863-4,  and  cost  about  £1,300.  At  the  time 
of  the  building  of  the  present  manse,  there  was  an  excambion  of 
the  glebe.  The  glebe  adjoins  the  manse.  It  is  valued,  with 
the  garden,  at  £21  yearly.  The  annual  value  of  the  manse  and 
offices  is  £38.  The  stipend  is  19  chalders,  with  £10  for  com- 
munion elements.  The  sum  of  £1  13s.  4d.  is  allowed  for  grass 
glebe.      The  teinds  are  exhausted. 

Episcopacy  seems  to  have  had  a  strong  hold  in  Fraserburrfi 
up  till  1745.  About  tins  period,  Lord  Ajttcrum,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  soldiers,  paid  a  visit  to  Fraserburgh,  and  burnt  to  the 
ground  the  Episcopalian  meeting-house  which  stood  on  the 
site  of  the  present  church.  The  severe  restrictions  of  1746 
and  1748  prevented  the  members  of  this  body  from  rebuilding 
a  church.  They,  however,  contrived  to  fit  up  the  house  of 
their  clergyman  at  Middleburgh,  a  place  near  Fraserburgh,  to- 
wards the  south-east,  in  such  a  way  as  to  hear  the  service,  but 
not  to  see  the  clergyman.  The  church  in  which  they  now 
worship  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross, 
and  is  intended  to  be  of  the  Norman  style  of  architecture.  It 
has  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  a  white  marble  tablet  in 
memory  of  Bishop  Jolly,  who  was  pastor  of  the  congregation 
for  half  a  century. 

The  Free  Church  is  a  plain  building,  under  a  double  roof, 
situated  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  It  was  built  in  1844, 
at  a  cost  of  about  £1,100.  It,  with  the  vestry,  is  seated  for 
about  1,000.  It  was  opened  in  September,  1844,  under  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Scott  Donald.  Mr.  Donald  resigned 
m  1863,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Paterson,  the 
present  incumbent  The  congregation  numbers  about  400 
members,  and  something  over  200  adherents. 

The  Congregational  Union,  or  Independents,  had  a  place  of 
worship  towards  the  end  of  last  century  in  Fraserburgh.  By  a 
Deed  of  Disposition,  of  date  October,  1805,  William  Smith 
gave  to  the  congregation  the  pulpit,  seating,  and  the  house 
then  used  as  a  chapel  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Udny 
Anderson.     In  1818,  Mr.  Begg  was  pastor,  and  it  is  supposed 
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that  under  him  the  house  disponed  by  Mr.  Smith  was  knocked 
down,  and  a  chapel  built.  He  died  in  1840,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Archibald  Duft*  in  1841.  In  1845,  Mr.  Duff  resigned, 
wnen  Mr.  Forbes  accepted  of  the  pastorate  of  the  congregation. 
He  resigned  in  1853.  During  tnat  year,  the  present  chapel 
was  built,  from  designs  by  Mr.  William  Leslie,  the  late  Lord 
Provost  of  Aberdeen.  It  lias  side  galleries  and  an  end  gallery, 
and  is  seated  for  about  500.  The  clergymen  who  have  held 
the  charge  since  that  period  have  been  the  Rev.  James  Syme, 
1853-58  ;  Rev.  James  Robbie,  1858-65 ;  Mr.  Wemyss,  1866-73 ; 
and  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  James  Hill.  Some  years  aw,  a 
division  took  place  in  the  church  of  the  Congregationaiists. 
Those  who  separated,  joined  the  Evangelical  Union,  and  have 
a  pastor  of  their  own. 

The  United  Presbyterians  have  had,  for  about  12  years,  a 
station  in  Fraserburgh.  They  are  now  (1875)  in  course  of 
building  a  neat  little  church  in  Saltoun  Place.  (The  two  last 
named  religious  bodies  do  not  number  many  members  and 
adherents). 

The  Roman  Catholics  have  a  place  of  worship,  chiefly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Highlanders  who  come  to  the 
herring  fishing.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  the  clergyman 
who  is  settled  at  Strichen. 

The  parish  of  Fraserburgh  has  three  public  schools.  Two 
are  in  tne  town,  the  former  parish  school  situated  in  Saltoun 
Place,  and  the  late  Free  CTiurch  school,  wliich  stands  near  the 
Free  Church.  The  third  is  at  Techmuiry.  The  last  named 
school  was  built  a  few  years  ago  through  the  exertions  of  the 
parish  minister,  and  constituted  a  second  parish  school.  There 
are  three  schools  in  the  town  of  Fraserburgh  besides  the  two 
public  schools  already  mentioned.  They  are  "  The  Academy," 
"Strachan*s  School,"  and  "St.  Peter's  School,"  which  is  supported 
by  the  Episcopalian  Church. 

"  The  Academy  "  was  built  and  endowed  by  the  late  John 
Park,  merchant,  Fraserburgh.  For  30  years,  the  founder  con- 
tinued to  lay  aside  sums  of  money  to  build  and  endow  a 
school  for  teaching  the  higher  branches  in  Fraserburgh  and 
the  district.  The  building  is  situated  in  Mid  Street,  beside 
the  congregational  chapeL  It  is  a  handsome  structure,  after 
plans  by  Mr.  Souttar,  architect,  Aberdeen. 

The  cost  of  the  site  and  building  ^^^  £2,500.  Besides  this 
sum,  the  founder  invested  £5,00f\  ^s  a  |)crmanent  endowment 
The  yearly  interest  of  this  inveHj^^^^nt  is  devoted  partly  to  sup- 
plement the  teachers' incomes  «>  ^^  fe^^»  *^^  partly  to  keen 
the  building  in  repair.    The  I^^^^'mUon  is  undenominational 
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The  Trustees,  by  the  Deed  of  Settlement,  have  power  to  alter 
the  school  to  a  "  People's  Institute,"  or  to  any  such  like  "  Edu- 
cational Purposes  "  as  they  see  fit,  and  they  are  the  sole  judges 
of  what "  Educational  Purposes  "  mean.  It  was  opened  in  1872, 
under  the  charge  of  William  MacGill,  B.  A.,  as  teacher  for  boys, 
and  of  Miss  Ann  Robertson,  for  girls.  The  attendance  both  of 
boys  and  girls  is  good. 

"  Strachan's  School "  was  erected  by  the  kirk-session  of  the 
Established  Church,  for  affording  the  means  of  cheap  education 
to  the  less  wealthy  inhabitants.  The  site  and  buildings  cost 
£730.  To  make  up  this  sum,  the  late  Miss  Strachan  of  Cortes 
contributed  £430.  Besides  this  sum,  she  vested  in  the  Harbour 
Funds  of  Fraserburgh  £500,  the  interest  of  which  is,  by  her 
Deed  of  Gift,  to  be  expended  in  educating  a  certain  number  of 
girls  in  the  ordinary  oranches  of  education,  and  particularly 
m  the  Bible,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  becoming  good  domestic 
servants.  From  her  handsome  gifts  she  retained  the  power  of 
nominating  the  Trustees,  who  are  the  members  of  the  Kirk- 
Session  of  the  Established  Church,  and  the  chief  Baillie  of 
Fraserburgh,  if  a  member  of  the  Established  Church.  She 
received  the  privilege  of  giving  a  name  to  the  school.  She 
dedicated  it  to  the  memory  of  her  brother,  James  Strachan, 
M.D.,  Inspector  of  Army  Hospitals  in  India,  and  called  it 
"  Strachan  s  School."  A  marble  slab,  inserted  in  the  front  wall 
of  the  building,  bears  the  words  of  dedication.  The  school 
building,  along  with  the  teacher's  house,  is  situated  in  Back 
Street.  The  school  is  taught  by  a  mistress,  and  is  numerously 
attended. 

In  Broadsea  there  is  a  General  Assembly's  school,  taught  by 
A  master.    It  is  under  the  management  of  the  kirk-session. 

Fraserburgh  possesses  a  Public  Library  and  a  Reading-Room, 
kept  up  by  subscription.  There  is  a  Library,  belonging  to  the 
Established  Church.  Mr.  Trail,  bookseller,  has  also  a  Circulat- 
ing Libran^,  in  which  are  taken  several  of  the  leading  Quarter- 
lies and  Magazines. 

School  Board. — There  are  seven  members  upon  the  Board — 
Sir  Alexander  Anderson  is  chairman ;  Thomas  Lawrence,  clerk 
and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  6d.  per  £,  1875.  Bible  and  Cate- 
chism taught.  The  number  of  scholars  attending  the  three 
schools  under  the  Board  is  about  460.  Population  in  1871, 
5,301. 

Church  Collections, — During  the  year  ended  14th  May,  1874, 
£29  3s.  8d.  was  collected  in  the  church,  and  expended  on  the 
reUef  of  the  poor. 
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IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Wine  Tower  and  the  Castle,  there 
are  no  remains  of  antiquity  in  the  parish  of  Fraserburgh.  The 
Wine  Tower  is  built  over  a  cave  called  the  Selch's  hole,  on  the 
south  comer  of  Kinnaird.  It  is  a  massive  building,  25  feet  3 
inches  long,  21  feet  wide,  and  about  25  feet  high  on  the  land- 
ward side.  The  height  on  the  seaward  side  is  greater.  How 
the  building  was  entered  cannot  now  be  conjectured.  There  is 
no  appearance  of  an  outside  stair  to  the  only  doorwajr  on  the 
south-west  comer.  A  wooden  stair  now  leads  up  to  this  door- 
way. The  tower  consists  of  two  vaulted  apartments.  The 
lower  apartment  is  entered  from  the  upper  by  a  trap  through 
the  floor.  It  is  auite  plain  on  the  roof  and  walls,  and  has  two 
opening  or  windows,  the  one  looking  towards  the  south,  over 
the  haroour  and  the  town,  and  the  other  to  the  east,  over  the 
sea.  In  each  of  the  walls  of  the  upper  apartment  is  an  arched 
window.  From  the  middle  of  each  window-arch  hangs  a  carved 
pendant  of  freestone.  The  carvings  on  these  pendants  consist 
mostly  of  coats  of  arms.  In  the  centre  of  the  roof  of  the  apart- 
ment are  three  richly  cut  pendants  of  the  same  kind  of  stone. 
The  pendant  to  the  south  is  an  eagle  with  neck  bent  to  the 
side,  and  holding  in  his  beak  a  kejr.  The  wings  meet  behind, 
and  the  talons  grasp  a  shield  inscribed  on  two  compartments 
with  lion  rampant,  and  on  two,  with  stars.  Round  the  eagle 
runs  a  scroll,  bearing  the  following  inscription,  "  The  Glory  of 
the  Honourable  is  to  fear  God."  The  middle  pendant  consists 
of  two  unicorns,  whose  horns  cross  in  front,  and  form  two  sides 
of  a  diamond-sliaped  space.  Two  swords  form  the  other  two 
sides.  In  the  space  so  enclosed  is  the  bust  of  a  man.  The 
north  pendant  is  two  eagles  with  their  wings  meeting  behind. 
On  the  centre  of  the  shield  is  the  crown  of  thorns  encircling 
the  pierced  heart  of  the  Saviour.  On  the  upper  part  of  the 
shield  are  the  two  pierced  hands,  with  a  nail  in  the  space  be- 
tween them.  On  tne  lower  part  are  the  two  pierced  feet  with 
the  scourge. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  meaning  of  the  Wine  Tower, 
and  of  its  purposes,  and  of  its  affe,  is  but  conjecture.  The  style 
of  carving  on  the  pendants,  and  the  form  of  the  letters  on  the 
eagle-scroll  point  to  the  fifteenth  century  as  the  time  of  its 
construction.  It  may  have  been  built  as  a  chapel  for  the  castle, 
or  it  may  have  been  ouilt  as  a  judgment-hall,  with  the  prison 
below,  or  it  may  have  been  built  simply  as  a  provision  (viande, 
soon  corrupted  into  wine)  store. 
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A  narrow-winding  stone  stair  leads  from  the  second  storey 
to  what  is  now  the  roof.  The  building  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  Northern  Lighthouse  Commissioners,  as  well  as  the  castle, 
which  stands  a  few  yards  to  the  north-west  of  it.  Under  the 
tower  is  a  cave,  said  to  run  100  feet  into  the  rock. 

The  tower  has  its  legend,  but  we  have  only  room  for  the  fol- 
lowing verses : — 

"  Love  wove  a  chaplet  passingfair, 
Within  Kinnaird's  proud  Tower  ; 
Whose  joyous  youth,  and  beauty  rare 
Lay  captive  at  his  power. 
**  But  woe  is  me  ! — alack  the  day  ! 
Pride  spumed  the  simple  wreath  ; 
And  scattering  all  those  blooms  away. 
He  doomed  sweet  love  to  death. 
"  No  bridal  wreath,  0  maiden  fair  ! 
Thy  brow  shaU  e'er  adorn  ; 
A  father's  stem  behest  is  there, 
Of  pride  and  avarice  bom. 
**  What  boots  to  him  thy  vows,  thy  tears  ? 
What  boots  thy  plighted  troth  ? 
One,  rich  in  pelf,  and  hoar  in  years. 
Is  deemed  of  seemlier  worth, 
"  Than  he  who,  with  but  love  to  guide. 
Keeps  tnrst  in  yonder  bower  ; 
Where  rumans— hired  by  ruffian  pride. 
His  stalwart  limbs  secure. 


**  Then,  claspinc  close  that  shrouded  form, 
Which  erst  her  love  inspired. 
Fearless  she  breasted  cliff  and  storm. 
By  love  and  frenzy  fired. 
**  *  Farewell,  O  rathless  Sire  !'  she  cried. 
Farewell  earth's  all  of  good  : 
Our  bridal  waits  below  the  tide — 
Then  plunged  beneath  the  tide  !" 

The  castle  was  founded  by  Sir  Alexander  Fraser  of  Philorth, 
on  the  6th  March,  1570.  The  part  now  remaining  is  in  the  form 
of  a  parallelogram,  39  feet  by  27,  and  reaches  the  height  of 
four  stories,  and  has  strong  battlements.  This  part  was  let,  in 
1787,  to  the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Lightliouses.  They 
erected  on  the  roof  of  it  a  lighthouse.  The  lantern  of  the  light- 
house stands  120  feet  above  high-water  mark,  and  is  fitted  up 
with  one  lamp.    The  light  shows  a  distance  of  15  miles. 

Of  the  college  built  by  Sir  Alexander  Fraser,  in  Fraserburgh, 
not  a  trace  now  remains. 

Of  the  chapel  or  cell  which  stood  on  the  croft  of  Chapelton, 
about  two  miles  south-west  of  Fraserburgh,  on  the  old  road  to 
Strichen,  and  which  belonged  to  the  monks  of  Deer,  the  plough 
has  obHterated  all  trace. 
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The  Saint's  Well,  beside  it,  has  been  drained  away.  The 
site  of  the  college,  a  building  different  from  the  college  built 
by  Sir  Alexander  Fraser,  which  stood  near  by  the  chapel,  is 
now  corn-land. 

The  remains  of  another  chapel  on  the  farm  of  Chapd'hiU, 
which  lies  to  the  west  of  Fraserburgh,  on  the  road  leading  be- 
tween Fraserburgh  and  Rosehearty,  were  removed  a  good  many 
years  ago. 


PARISH  OF   FYVIE. 


Presbytery  of  Tcjrriff — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 
The  origin  of  the  name  of  this  parish  seem§  to  be  uncertain. 
Fyvin  is  the  name  written  in  some  of  the  ancient  charters 
connected  with  the  district,  but  especially  in  those  relating  to 
a  perambulation  held  in  1325,  in  virtue  of  a  brieve  from  King 
Robert  Bruce,  to  fix  the  marches  between  the  "  King's  park  of 
Fyvin  and  our  burgh  of  Fyvio,"  with  the  "  lands  and  peat  moss 
oi  Ardlogy,  belonging  to  the  Abbey  of  Arbroath."*  There  is  no 
record  of  those  circumstances  which  first  gave  rise  to  the  name 
by  which  the  parish  is  now  known ;  therefore,  conjecture  alone 
must  supply  the  place  of  more  certain  knowledge.  Nothing  is 
more  arbitrary  and  cajiricious  than  the  origin  of  the  names  of 
places,  and  nothing  is  for  that  reason  less  attended  to,  or  un- 
derstood; owing,  most  probable,  their  oririn  to  mere  fancy 
ancient  tales  which  may  be  believed  ;  although  in  sound 
names  may  be  admitted  m  relation,  but  as  matter  of  fact  they 
are  not  sufficient  to  settle  every  etymological  enquiry  of  this 
kind.  In  the  Statistical  Account  of  Fy  vie,  1840,  it  is  stated  that 
the  name  is  Gaelic,  and  derived  from  "  Fia  chdn,  signifying, 
Deer  Hill,"  a  most  marvellous  and  improbable  derivation,  as 
Fia  ckein  has  no  Gaelic  in  the  root,  or  prefix,  or  in  combina- 
tion, and  is  not  applicable  to  "  Deer  Hill,  and  has  only  a  fabu- 
lous application  to  Fyvin,  Fyvie,  or  the  *'  Villa  seu  burgum  de 
Fyvie,  out  it  has  reference  to  Reginald  le  Cheyne,  or  Chein, 
otherwise  Pater  Chein  (Fia  Chein),  who,  in  1285,  renewed  the 
charter  of  the  Priory  of  Fyvie,  and  CTant  made  by  Fergus,  Earl 
of  Buchan,  in  1179,  of  the  lands  of  Leuchendy  and  Ardlogy,  to 
Abbey  of  Arbroath.* 

*  See  **  Chartularies  of  Arbroath  and  Aberdeen,"  in  the  Advocates  libraries 
of  Fklinburgh,  and  the  Chartulary  of  Aberdeen,  and  Chaplains'  Register,  in  King's 
C't)lJegc  library. 
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Boundaries. 

Fyvie  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of  TurrifiF  and 
Monquhitter;  on  the  east  by  part  of  Monquhitter,  and  the 
parishes  of  Methlic  and  Tarves ;  on  the  south  it  is  bounded  by 
Meldrum,  Daviot,  and  Rajme ;  and  on  the  west  by  part  of 
Rayne  and  the  parish  of  Auchteriess. 

Extent 
The  extreme  length  of  the  parish,  measured  in  a  direct  line 
from  Mounie,  in  the  parish  of  Daviot,  on  the  south,  to  Rush- 
head  of  Greens  in  Monquhitter,  on  the  north,  and  inclutiing 
the  interiecting  portion  of  Meldrum,  is  about  11  miles;  the 
extreme  Dreadth,  also  in  a  direct  line,  from  Braikley,  in  Tarves, 
to  Rothmaise,  in  Rayne,  is  about  8  miles ;  and  the  whole  area 
is  computed  to  be  28,830  acres. 

To2X)graphy. 

The  external  outline  of  the  parish  of  Fyvie  is  very  irre- 
^lar  and  undulatory.  In  regard  to  the  south-west  division. 
It  may  be  now  stated,  that,  like  all  grey  wacke  districts,  the  hills 
present  a  smooth,  flowing  outline,  and  the  north-east  a  more 
irregular  surface.  The  valley  of  the  Ythan  divides  the  parish 
nearly  into  two  equal  parts,  and  the  lowermost  point  on  the 
river,  at  the  influx  of  the  Blackwater,  below  the  braes  of  Gight, 
is  about  88  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  point  (158  feet) 
is  near  the  old  castle  of  Towie,  in  Turriff.  The  den  of  Rothie, 
which  divides  the  southern  half  of  the  parish,  runs  from  the 
Lewes  of  Fyvie,  to  Blackford  and  Rothmaise,  in  Rayne.  The 
hills  of  Petty,  Cranna,  and  Eastertown  form  the  western  round- 
backed  ridges  of  the  hill  of  Bethelnie,  in  Meldrum  parish,  which 
is  830  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  land  in  the  district. 
The  Windy-hills,  the  Monkshill,  and  others  in  the  muirs  of 
Fyvie,  lie  m  the  division  north  of  the  Ythan.  the  Windy-hills 
bein^  430  feet  above  «ea  level,  and  is  the  highest  land  on  this 
division-  The  church  of  Fyvie  is  about  128  feet  above  sea 
level ;  the  Rothie  Norman  Railway  Station  is  about  392  feet, 
and  the  chapel  of  St.  Rule,  at  Meikle  Folia,  is  385  feet  The 
lowermost  point  on  the  bum  of  Saphoch,  which  falls  into  the 
Lochter  burn,  and  the  Ury,  is  270  feet ;  the  parish  boundarv 
in  the  moss  of  Wartle,  at  Little  Folia,  is  370  feet,  and  the  hill 
of  Rothmaise,  in  Rayne,  bordering  on  this  parish,  is  836  feet 
above  sea  level. 

Geology  and  Soils. 

The  old  red  sandstone  occupies  a  small  portion  of  the  lower 
ground  in  the  north-west  division  of  the  parish,  but  it  lies  at  a 
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considerable  depth  beneath  the  surface.  The  rock  is  close- 
^ined,  and  of  a  dull  reddish  colour,  deriving  its  tinge  from 
iron,  and  varying  from  hard  and  compact,  to  soft  and  friable, 
when  too  largely  mixed  with  clay,  or  argillaceous  matter.  The 
direction  of  the  strata  corresponds  with  that  of  the  sandstone 
beds  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  neighbouring  parishes  of 
Monquhitter  and  Turriff,  which  are  believed  to  overlie  the  fine 
sections  of  the  greywacke  and  clay  slate  strata  which  skirt  the 
valley  of  the  Doveran.  The  greywacke  and  slate  rocks  occupy 
the  south-western  division,  and  constitutes  the  basis  of  the  dis- 
trict along  the  valley  of  Rothie,  from  the  Ythan,  to  the  slate- 
hill  of  TiUymor^an  in  Culsalmond.  This  transition,  or  inter- 
mediary class  ot  rocks  present  numerous  alternations  in  the 
strata,  and  are  composed  of  fragments  of  quartz,  felspar,  and 
slaty  substances  of  an  angular  form,  firmly  cemented  together 
by  silicious  matter.  The  fragments  are  small,  mostly  angular, 
and  very  rarely  water-worn,  and,  when  the  grains  are  very 
small,  the  greywacke  is  found  gradating  into  the  sandstone  and 
the  clay  slate.  Along  the  lower  course  of  the  Ythan,  and  all 
over  the  south-eastern  division  of  the  parish,  greenstone,  or 
basalt,  is  found  in  extensive  beds  and  masses.  It  chiefly  con- 
sists of  the  usual  compound  of  hornblende  and  felspar,  in  nearly 
equal  portions ;  but,  when  the  crystals  are  large,  it  assumes  the 
appearance  of  ^anite,  and,  when  very  minute,  it  pasess  into 
clinkstone.  Veins  of  quartz,  calcareous-spar,  red  hematite,  &c., 
are  frequently  found  intersecting  the  greenstone,  and  where  the 
felspar  is  absent,  and  when  the  hornblende  contains  quartz  or 
mica,  it  passes  into  gneiss  of  a  very  fine  grain,  becoming  hard 
and  compact,  and  in  some  places  it  assumes  a  laminar  structure. 
On  the  north-east  division,  on  the  Monk's  and  Windy-hills, 
there  are  numerous  beds  and  veins  of  white  quartz  rock,  which 
in  general  have  a  southerly  dip  at  high  angles,  and  when  frac- 
tured, the  rock  exhibits  a  slight  tendency  to  break  into  cuboidal 
fragments.  At  several  points,  fragments  of  pure  white  quartz 
are  scattered  over  the  surface,  and  have  a  rounded  water- worn 
appearance,  and  the  whole  district  appears  to  be  composed  of 
superficial  layers  or  large  deposits  of  arenaceous  and  ferruginous 
sand  and  clay,  the  constituent  parts  of  granite,  greenstone, 
felspar,  quartz,  mica,  flinty-slate,  and  greywacke  ;  forming  a 
loose  alluvial  conglomerate,  evincing  long  subjection  to  the 
action  of  water.  Aconsiderable  tract  of  peat  moss  lies  tothenorth 
and  east  of  the  Windy-hills,  where  it  occurs  in  the  valleys  and 
hollows,  and  is  found  V)  be  of  a  compact  nature,  composed  of 
the  roots  and  branches  of  trees.  On  the  lower  slopes  and  flat 
tracts  of  the  hills,  the  surface  of  the  moss  is  found  to  have  a 
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more  sponjjfy  texture,  and  is  composed  of  Club-rush  (Scirpus), 
Carej',  (Cotton-grass)  Eriopkorura,  and  common  heath. 

SoUk — ^The  soil  over  the  mica-slate  in  the  south-western 
division  of  the  parish,  and  wherever  there  is  a  fitting  quantity 
of  quartz  conjoined  with  aluminous  matter,  is  of  a  very  pro- 
ductive nature.  On  the  south  and  eastern  division,  the  sod  is 
derived  from  the  decomi)osition  of  slaty  rocks,  and  from  a 
dihivial  envelop  of  argillaceous  earth,  sand,  and  gravel,  and 
where  cultivation  has  been  properly  carried  out,  crops  of  the 
most  luxuriant  kind  are  generally  produced.  Along  tne  valley 
of  the  Ythan,  from  the  bottom  of  the  brae  of  Fyvie,  and  Ard- 
logie,  to  the  old  house  of  Towie,  the  soil  is  a  nch  light  loam, 
overlying  beds  of  sand,  slaty  rock,  gravel,  moss,  &c.  North  of 
the  Ythan,  the  confl^lomerate  masses  of  diluvium  generally  pro- 
duces a  gravelly  soil,  which,  to  a  considerable  extent,  is  oi  httle 
value.  In  the  lower  tracts  there  is  moss,  and  mossy  soil  on 
stony  or  peebly  cL\y,  which  has  little  fertility ;  and  on  the 
higher,  there  is  a  barren  quartzy  soil ;  but  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes there  are  many  intermediate  varieties  of  a  better  quality. 

The  soils  over  the  small  area  on  the  north-west,  occupied  by 
the  sand-stone,  do  not  present  any  distinguishing  feature,  which 
most  probably  arises  from  the  circumstances  that  the  strata  lies 
at  a  great  depth  below  the  surface. 

Hydrography. 

The  Ythan  intersects  the  parish  from  the  Blackwater  of 
Gight  on  the  east,  to  the  old  nouse  of  Towie  on  the  west,  a 
distance  of  10  miles,  following  the  windings  of  the  river.  The 
Blackwater  bounds  it  on  the  east  with  Methlick  and  Mon- 
quhitter,  for  about  4J  miles.  The  burn  of  Lendrum  forms  a 
portion  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  parish  with  Monquhitter 
and  Turrift*.  The  burns  of  Sapnoch  and  Bethelnie  separate  the 
parish  from  Daviot  and  Meldrum  on  the  east,  and  drain  the 
extreme  south-eastern  portion  of  the  Saphochs,  Eastertowns, 
and  Jackstown.  The  chief  intersecting  streams  on  the  division 
north  of  the  Ythan,  are  the  burns  of  Tifty  and  Millbrex,  which 
drain  the  chief  portions  of  the  muirs  of  Fyvie,  and  the  mosses 
of  Lethenty.  On  the  west  and  south  division  of  the  parish, 
the  chief  intersecting  streams,  tributaries  to  the  Ythan,  are  the 
burns  of  Rothie,  Petty,  and  Crichie,  which,  along  with  the  other 
small  streams  falling  directly  into  the  Ythan,  altogether  afford 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  every  domestic  purpose,  and 
efficient  outfalls  for  drainage,  with  pmver  for  propelling  the 
machinery  of  several  corn-grinding  and  numerous  thrashing 
mills  throughout  the  district.     There  arc  numerous  i>erenniiu 
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springs  of  pure  water  within  the  parish,  with  a  few  possessing 
Slight  mineral  properties.  Of  those  called  Saints'  wells,  which 
still  retain  the  name  of  the  Saint  to  whom  they  were  dedicated, 
there  is  St.  Paul's  well,  on  Easterto\\Ti ;  St.  John's  well,  and  St. 
Catherine's  on  Minnonie  ;  St.  Peter's  well,  or  Peter's-well,  near 
to  where  the  priory*  of  ancient  times  was  situated. 

The  Ythan  aftbrds  abundance  of  trout  of  various  kinds,  and 
good  rod  fishing.  Salmon  ascend  the  river  in  autumn  for 
spawning ;  hut  the  fishings  are  of  no  value.  Numerous  shells 
of  the  fresh  water,  or  pearl  mussel,  are  to  be  found  in  the  deep 
sandy-bottomed  pools ;  but  few  pearls  of  any  value  were  ever 
founcl  in  them. 

Arhonnculture  and  Botany. 

The  valley  of  the  Ythan  along  the  rocky  braes  of  Gight,  by 
the  old  castle,  are  richly  clothed  with  fine  wood,  both  planted 
and  natural  grown.  Tne  ruins  of  Gight  Castle  stand  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river,  amidst  forest  trees  of  great  beauty  and 
pleasing  variety,  presenting  scenery  of  a  very  picturesque  de- 
scription, llie  asn,  the  spruce,  and  the  alder  trees,  are  found 
to  luxuriate  along  the  lower  slopes  and  banks  of  the  river,  the 
.natural  birch,  the  hazel,  and  pines  occupy  the  rocky  precipices 
and  ridges,  while  the  higher  grounds  on  both  sides,  are  covered 
with  plantations  of  Scots  firs  and  larch  of  great  extent  and 
value. 

The  plantations  along  the  river,  in  the  "  howe  of  Fyvie,"  and 
on  the  higher  ridges  to  the  east  of  Fy\ne  Castle,  are  varied  and 
extensive,  and  contain  fine  specimens  of  oak,  ash,  plane,  beech, 
larch,  spruce,  and  Scots  firs,  which  were  planted  about  the  year 
1785.  The  steep  banks  along  the  west  side  of  the  Ytnan, 
opposite  to  the  private  grounds  of  Fyvie  Castle,  are  finely 
clothed  with  wood,  comi)osed  of  a  rich  variety  of  hardwood  trees 
and  Scots  firs  ;  and  in  the  pleasant  undulatme  valley  between, 
stands  the  venerable  edifice  which  now  combines  tne  magni- 
ficence of  a  feudal  age  with  the  internal  comforts  of  mo(lem 
times.  The  gardens  are  well  laid  out,  and  are  partly  surrounded 
by  one  of  th(i  tallest  and  finest  common  thorn  hedges  which  is 
to  be  found  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  The  grounds  within  the 
park  are  extensive  and  beautifully  studded  with  clumps  of 
various  kinds  of  ornamental  trees  and  evergreen  shrubs,  and  a 
neat  artificial  lake,  well  stocked  with  common  bum  trout,  adds 
much  to  the  fine  sylvan  scenery  of  the  place. 

*  The  priory  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by  Fergus,  Earl  of  Buchan,  in  the 
year  1179.  The  appearance  of  the  foandations,  which  were  extant  in  the  end 
of  the  last  centnry,  indicated  the  building  to  have  formed  three  sides  of  a  square, 
the  front  being  the  church,  and  the  two  sides  the  cells  occupied  by  the  monks. 
—Appendix  to  Keith's  Bishops. 
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The  plantations  along  what  is  called  the  den  of  Rothie,  form 
a  continuation  of,  and  are  of  the  same  age  as  the  old  woods  of 
Fyvie.  They  extend  from  the  Lewes,  southwards,  for  several 
miles,  and  join  those  of  Rothie  Norman  and  others,  in  the  south- 
western division  of  the  parish.  The  wood  in  the  den  of  Rothie 
chiefly  consists  of  full-grown  Scots  firs,  which,  for  quality,  is 
considered  little  inferior  to  the  best  Deeside  pine  timber,  and 
is  far  superior  to  any  grown  in  the  north-eastern  parts  of  Aber- 
deenshire. 

The  plantations  of  Rothie  Norman  and  Kinbroon  (which  are 
of  various  ages),  occupy  a  considerable  space  along  the  valley  ; 
and  part  of  the  slopes  and  tops  of  several  of  the  adjacent  hills, 
both  on  the  east  and  west.  Some  of  the  older  Scots  fir  and 
larch  woods  on  the  Folks,  and  on  the  hill  of  Bald3rfesh,  have 
been  cut  down,  and  the  ground  brought  under  cultivation. 
Around  the  old  "  craw- wood  "  and  "  peat-stacks  "  of  Rothie,  the 
plantations  have  been  extended,  and,  recently,  considerable 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  ornamental  grounds  between 
the  mansions  of  Rothie  Norman  and  Kinbroon,  which  appear 
to  have  been  ruthlessly,  although  not  inconveniently  severed, 
by  a  huge  embankment  on  the  Turriff  railway. 

There  are  few  trees  of  a  distinguished  size  of  any  kind  in 
Fyvie,  and  the  outlying  plantations  are  few  and  of  small  extent, 
compared  with  the  large  tracts  of  waste  land,  which,  in  their 
present  state  are  almost  worthless  to  their  proprietors,  but  well 
suited  for  growinof  wood,  and  unsuitable  for  improvement  by 
cultivation.  At  the  parsonage  of  Meikle  Folia,  tnere  are  some 
small  belts  of  hardwood  trees,  and  at  the  older  farm  yards,  on 
Little  Folia,  Roger-seat,  Rothie-brisbane,  and  at  Lewes  of  Fyvie, 
and  Woodhead,  there  are  some  old  ash  and  plane  trees  of  stately 

S'owth.  The  braes  east  of  the  upper  valley  of  the  Ythan,  at 
eerashill,  and  a  portion  of  the  braes  of  Fetter-letter,  are 
covered  with  thriving  Scots  fir  trees  and  larch.  The  braes 
along  the  river  at  Ardlogie,  and  the  braes  of  Fyvie,  below  Crom- 
blet  and  Andrewsford,  are  bare  and  so  steep  and  rocky  that  no 
human  efforts  can  bring  them  into  cultivation ;  thev  have  been 
neglected,  and  are  worthless  for  any  purpose  but  planting. 

Botany. — The  braes  of  Gi^ht,  the  old  woods  of  Fyvie,  and 
the  den  of  Rothie,  afford  a  rich  field  for  the  researches  of  the 
botanist.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rarer  plants  which  have 
been  found  in  these  stations : — 

Agrimonia  eupcUoria — Common  Agrimony.  Alchemilla  Alpina — ^Alpine  Lady's 
Mantle. 

Anchuaa  «em/>emrtfn«— Evergreen  Alkanet.  AnagalUs  arveiMM— Scarlet  Pim- 
pernel. 

AnagcUlis  cceruiea — Blue  Pimpernel.     Borago  officinalis— Cotamon  Borage. 
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Botrychium  lunaria — Common  Moon-wort.  Bromtu  asper—'Hsdry  Wood  Brome- 
grass. 

Bryon  ia  dioica —  Red-berried  Bryony.  BtUomus  umbellcUus — Common  Flowering 
Rush. 

Campanula  pa/u/a— Spreading  Bell-flower.  Cerastium  arvensis^Field  Mouse- 
ear,  Chick-weed. 

Circcea  lutfliana — Common  Enchanter's  Night  Shade.  Cnicua  eriophorus — 
Woolly-headed  Thistle. 

Colchkum  autumnal^ — Colchicnm.  Cryso«plenium  aUemifolium — Alternate- 
leaved  Golden  Saxifrage. 

Echium  vulgare — Common  Viper's  Bngloss.  Erica  trierUaUs  alba — White  Cross- 
leaved  Heath. 

Equutetum  syloaticum — Wood  Horse-tail.     FeMuca  hromoide^ — Barren  Fescne. 

Genista  angiica — Needle  Green- wood,  Petty  Whin.  Oalium  ITi/Amnj/M— White- 
water, Bed-straw  (palustre). 

Oeranium  pratense — Meadow  Cranes-bill.  Oeranium  sylvaticum — Wood  Crane's- 
bill. 

Geranium  Robertianum — Herb  Robert.  Geranium  lucidium — Shining  Crane's- 
bill 

Gnaphalium  rectum — Upright  Wood  Cud- weed.  Gnapludium  sylvaticum — High- 
land Cud-weed. 

Habenaria  viridea — ^Green  Habenaria.  Habenaria  aUnda — Small  White  E[aben- 
aria. 

Hipimrus  vulgaris — Mare's -tail.  Hypericum  humi/usum — ^Trailing  St.  John's- 
wort. 

Hypericum  elodes — Marsh  St.  John's- wort.     Juncus  glaucus — Hard  Rush. 

Juniperus  communis— Common  Juniper.  Listera  cordata — Heart-leaved  Moun- 
tain Tway-blade. 

Lysimachia  nemorum — Yellow  PimpemeL  Menyanthes  tri/oliata — ^Marsh  Tre- 
foil, Bog-bean. 

Mentha  sylrestris — Horse-mint.     Myosotis  arvensis — Field  Scorpion -grass. 

Ifyrica  Gale — Sweet  Gale,  or  Dutch  Myrtle.  Orchis  mascula — 'Emy  Purple, 
Meadow-orchis. 

Poa  A  Ipina — Alpine  Meadow-grass.  Polygonium  persicaria — Spotted  Persicaria. 

Plantago  eoronopus — Buck's-hom  Plantain.     Plantago  mariiima — Sea-plantain. 

PotentUla  reptans— Common  Creeping  CinquefoiL  PotentiUa  twr»ia--Spring 
Cinquefoil. 

Prunus  spinosa — Sloe-tree,  Black-thorn.  Pyrola  rotundifoUa — Round-leaved 
Winter-green. 

Quercus  Robur — British  Oak  (Gicht).     Rosa  tomentosa — Downy -leaved  Dog-rose. 

JSalix  alba — Common  White  Willow.     Salirfragilis — Crack  Willow. 

Salix  glauca — Glaucous  Mountain  Willow.     Safix  rupesiris—  Silky  Rock  Sallow. 

Solanum  dulcamara — Bitter  Sweet,  Woody  Night-shade.  Scnchus  Alpinus — Blue 
Alpine  Sow  Thistle. 

Sptrtra  fiUpenduia — Meadow-sweet,  Drop-wort.  Teuerium  Scordonia — Wood 
Germander. 

Trientalis  itMrop<Ki— European  Chick-weed.  Vacdnium  vitis-idcea — Red 
Whortle-berry. 

Veronica  cAaimw/ry«— Germander  Speed- well.      Viola  palustris—^axth,  Violet. 

Farms  and  Farming, 
Exclusive  of  the  land  in  the  natural  possession  of  proprietors, 
the  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agricul- 
tural holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  cla.ssified  form : — 


No.  at  and  above 

£100 

of  yearly  rent 

No.  at  and  above 

£60 
and  under  £100. 

No.  at  and  above 

£20 
and  ander  £fiO. 

No.  at  and  above 

£10 

and  under  £20. 

No.  at  and  above 

£6 
and  under  £10. 

68 

60 

87 

93 

99 

And  22  occupants  of  land  under  £6  of  yearly  rent. 
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Valnation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  rarisli  of  Fyvie,  year  1872-73,     £19,495  11  2 
Do.        Mansion  Houses,  Home  Farms,  Gardens,  and  Wood- 
lands,         1,325  0  0 

Do.        Fishings  in  the  Ythan,              5  0  0 

Do.        Com  Mills,  Shops,  Inns,  and  Stores  at  Rothie  and 

Fyvie  Railway  Stations, 118  0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,  .        .  370  1  0 

Do.        Turriff  Railway, 1,643  0  0 

Total  value, £22,956  12    2 

Land  onmers  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  Stirling,  are — 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Crichie,  and  Gight. 
Charles  Chalmers,  Esq.  of  Monkshill. 

The  President  and  Governors  of  Gordon's  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  Towie. 
William  Cosmo  Gordon,  Esq.  of  Fy^ie. 
Patrick  Rose  Innes,  Esq.  of  Blachree. 
Thomas  Gilzean  Rose  Innes,  Esq.  of  Muirs  of  Fyvie. 
Lieut.  -Colonel  Jonathan  Forbes  Leslie,  of  Rothie  and  KinbroouL 
William  Leslie,  Esq.  of  Wartle.  Lands  of  Little  Folia. 
The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company. 
And  23  proprietors  of  houses  and  land  whose  rents  or  value  is  under  £100a-year. 

Farming. — The  ordinary  endurance  of  farming  leases  is  for 
19  years ;  and  the  rotation  of  cropping  varies  from  the  fifth  to 
the  sixth  and  the  seventh-shift  course.  The  fifth  course  has 
two-fifths  in  ^ass,  two-fifths  in  oats  or  barley,  and  one-fifth  in 
g^reen  crop.  The  sixth  course  has  three-sixths  in  grass,  two- 
sixths  in  oats  or  barley,  and  one-sixth  in  green  crop.  The 
seventh  has  three-sevenths  in  grass,  three-sevenths  in  oats  or 
barley,  and  one-seventh  in  green  crop. 

In  the  statistical  account  of  this  parish,  drawn  up  in  1838 
and  1840,  the  scale  of  farm  holdings  is  given  as  follows : — 

No.  at  and  No.  No.  No.  No.  No.  Na  Na 

under  £5  stg.   between        between        between       between       between         between     at  £200 
of  yearly  rent.  £5  &  £10.      £10  &  £20.    £20  &  £50.  £50  &  £100.  £100&  £160.  £150& £200.  &  upd& 

130  107  76  57  41  13  4  4 

This  statement  shows  that  in  1840,  there  were  only  21  farms 
rented  at  and  above  £100  a-year,  now  there  are  58.  The  num- 
ber of  those  rented  at  from  £50  to  XlOO,  were  41,  they  now 
number  50.  The  number  of  those  rented  at  from  £20  to  JB50, 
was  57,  they  now  number  87.  The  number  of  holdings  rented 
at  £10  and  below  £20,  was  76,  of  that  class  there  are  now  93  ; 
and  the  number  of  those  rented  under  XIO,  in  1840,  was  237, 
they  now  number  only  121. 

In  1840,  the  number  of  occupants  of  land,  altogether  in  the 
parish,  was  432;  in  1872  they  numbered  409,  showing  a  decrease 
of  only  23  on  the  whole. 

In  1843,  the  gross  rental  of  the  parish  is  stated  to  have  been 
£10,225  ;  it  is  now  £21,313  (excluding  the  value  of  the  Turriff 
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railway),  being  an  increase  on  the  32  years  of  £11,088  ;  which 
shows  that  improvements,  solely  applicable  to  agriculture,  have 
been  carried  out  to  a  large  extent.  In  Sir  John  Sinclair's 
account,  1795,  the  rental  of  Fyvie  is  put  down  at  £3,000  sterling. 

On  referring  to  the  population  table  of  Aberdeenshire,  pre- 
viously given,for  the  eight  decadesof  the  present  century,  we  find 
in  this  parish  that  there  has  been  a  remarkable  steady  increase 
of  the  population  to  the  extent  of  about  200  in  each  decade,  which 
can  only  oe  attributed  to  the  extended  cultivation  of  waste  land, 
and  not  to  the  increase  of  towns  or  villages,  because  there  are 
none  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  nor  to  an  increased  num- 
ber of  crofts,  which  have  declined,  a  few  having  been  incor- 
E orated  with  the  larger  farms,  and  others  merged  into  larger 
oldings  in  the  more  recently  improved  districts  of  the  parish. 

More  than  nine-tenths  ot  the  land  is  held  by  proprietors 
under  strict  entail ;  but  the  usual  ettect  of  that  tenure  has  not 
much  retarded  the  improvement  of  land,  or  what  is  more  usual, 
been  an  obstacle  in  the  wav  of  building  good  farm  houses.  On 
the  larger  class  of  farms  tne  houses  are  substantial  and  com- 
modious, and  on  many  of  the  smaller  places  the  houses  are 
built  on  commodious  plans,  and  generally  are  substantial 
buildings  with  slated  roofs. 

Fences. — A  large  extent  of  the  arable  land  in  the  parish  is 
enclosed  and  subdivided  by  dry  stone  dykes,  which  are  of  great 
importance  to  the  mixed,  the  system  of  husbandry,  and  in 
rearing  young  stock.  Old  thorn  and  beech  hedges  are  to  be 
met  with,  but  thev  mostly  appear  in  a  neglected  state. 

Cattle  Stock. — The  root  of  tne  present  race  of  cattle  all  over 
the  lower  parts  of  the  country,  is  tne  well  known  black  or  brown 
polled  breed,  which  are  small,  healthy,  and  handsome.  Cows 
of  this  breed  are  said  to  be  good  milkers,  and  their  milk  is 
peculiarly  rick  This  breed  is,  however,  gradually  becoming 
scarce  (especially  in  their  native  country,  Buchan),  since  the 
introduction  of  short-horn  bulls,  which  have  produced  our  best 
cross  cattle,  and  are  preferred  to  all  others  for  store  and  feeding 
stock,  being  much  larger  animals  than  the  old  native  breed, 
and  come  sooner  into  condition  for  the  London  market. 

The  polled  herd  at  Fyvie  Castle  is  from  an  old  stock,  and 
deservedly  ranks  not  only  highest  in  the  parish,  but  Colonel 
Gordon  has  been  successful  in  carrying  off  high  honours  at  the 
Highland  Society's  shows.  The  Petty  herd  of  short-horns  in 
the  centre  of  the  howe  of  Fyvie,  has  deservedly  attained  con- 
siderable local  fame,  and  there  are  scattered  throughout  the 
district  a  good  many  fine  animals  of  both  sexes,  kept  for  breeding 
purposes,  besides  a  number  of  fine  cross  cattle. 
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Sheep. — Few  sheep  of  any  kind  are  bred  or  kept  in  Fyvie, 
there  being  no  hill  grazings  of  any  extent  to  pasture  them  off 
the  cultivated  land.  On  the  rich  dry  pastures  of  Fetter-letter, 
a  small  stock  of  Oxford  or  Southdown  breeding  ewes  are  kept, 
which  are  crossed  with  Leicester  rams,  and  the  lambs,  which 
are  usually  sold  to  the  butcher,  bring  high  prices. 

MUls.FarmlTnplementa.ibc. — The  somewhat  steepand  rugged 
braes,  along  the  valley  of  the  Ythan,  with  the  higher  knolls  and 
smoother  hill  slopes,  give  rise  to  many  small  streams,  which  are 
utilized  for  propelling  thrashings  and  other  mills  ;  but  portable 
steam  thrashing  machines  (which  are  to  be  hired  by  the  day), 
are  extensively  employed.  Drill  sowing  and  broad  casting 
machines  are  common ;  but  it  is  said  that  the  drill  machine 
saves  more  seed.  No  doubt  the  hilly  nature  of  many  of  the 
larger  farms  has  prevented  the  reaping  machine  from  being 
more  extensively  used.  Horse  raiks,  iron  harrows  of  every 
shape  and  make,  have  long  been  common  articles.  Webster's 
ana  Sellar's  superior  single-mould  board  ploughs  have  long 
been  in  high  favour,  while  Pirie's  double  furrow  plough  which 
only  made  its  appearance  within  the  past  few  years,  is  rapidly 
coming  into  use. 

Steam  Cultivation, — In  the  month  of  December,  1873,  an 
important  trial  of  one  of  Mr.  T.  R.  H.  Fiskens*  steam  cultivating 
machines  took  place  in  a  field  of  lea  belonging  to  Mr.  Mackie, 
at  Lewes  of  Fyvie.  We  have  elsewhere  given  an  account  of 
the  trials  of  Fowler's  double  set  of  tackle,  which  took  place  in 
Slains,  and  at  Philorth,  but  this  is  the  first  trial  of  Fiskens,  or 
the  single  engine  system  of  cultivation  which  has  taken  place 
in  Aberdeenshire. 

The  field  in  which  the  trial  took  place  was  in  old  lea,  and 
sloped  gently  towards  the  Ythan ;  but  for  compUcated  comers, 
and  concave  and  convex  surface,  it  was  well  adapted  for  testing 
the  merits  of  both  the  tackle  and  plough.  The  engine  was 
stationed  on  the  lower  side  of  the  field,  beside  the  Ythan,  and 
in  the  field  there  were  six  comer  anchor  pulleys  for  guiding 
the  ropes  round  the  comers  and  headlands.  These  anchor 
pulleys  were  mounted  upon  two  wheels,  and  were  kept  in 
position  by  stakes  driven  into  the  field,  a  tension  anchor  being 
place  behind  the  engine  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  rope  at 
Its  proper  tension.  Windlasses  are  placed  upon  the  headlands, 
ana  occupy  the  place  of  the  engine  in  the  double  system.  They 
are  mounted  on  wheels,  provided  with  discs  and  coulter,  which 
cut  into  the  ground,  to  resist  the  pull  of  the  opposing  engine, 
and  have  steering  apparatus  for  guiding  them  to  the  bends  of 
the  field,  and  a  5  feet  6  inch  winding-drum,  which  gears  by  an 
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eccentric  movement  with  pinion  fixed  to  the  intermediate  shaft, 
and  lever  handle  for  throwing  the  drum  out  of  gear. 

The  engine  was  a  10  horse-power  one,  and  the  plough  was 
made  by  Messrs.  G.  W.  Murray  &  Co.,  of  the  Banff  foundry. 
The  plough  is  a  three-furrow  plough,  on  the  ordinary  balance 
principle,  made  entirely  of  wrought  iron,  the  shares  being  of 
forged  Swedish  iron,  in  order  to  bear  the  shocks  of  earth-fast 
stones,  which  were  plentil'ul  in  the  field  under  trial ;  but  not  a 
single  breakage  occuiTcd.  "  This  was  all  the  more  satisfactory, 
as  the  engine-man  drove,  for  the  first  couple  of  hours,  at  a  very 
high  speed,"  rendering  the  steering  of  the  plough  and  the  packing 
of  the  furrow  equally  difficult.  During  the  day,  and  under 
more  moderate  guidance,  the  work  improved  greatly,  and  at 
the  finish,  very  few  could  have  said  that  the  plougnin^  was 
not  fairly  done,  the  greatest  drawback  being  the  inequality  in 
the  depth  of  the  surface  soil.  The  depth  of  the  furrows  turned 
over  averaged  from  six  to  nine  inches,  and  the  consumpt  of 
coals  about  1  cwt  per  hour. 

At  a  meeting  oi  the  farmers,  held  after  the  trial,  it  was  re- 
solved to  endeavour  to  promote  the  formation  of  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  and  working  Fiskens'  tackle  in  the 
district 

Roads, 

The  old  Aberdeen  and  Banff  turnpike  road  intersects  the 
parish  from  south  to  north,  for  about  seven  miles,  and  the  In- 
verurie and  Forgue  road  runs  through  the  western  district  by 
Rothie  Norman.  The  north-eastern  division  and  the  muirs  of 
Fy  vie  are  not  so  well  accommodated  with  roads,  but  in  general, 
those  that  do  exist  have  been  of  late  years  kept  in  pretty  good 
repair.  The  Fyvie  Railway  Station,  on  the  Turrift  and  Banff* 
railway,  is  within  about  a  mile  of  the  church,  and  the  station 
is  31i  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  18J  miles  from  Banff.  The 
Rothie  Norman  Station  accommodates  the  western  division, 
and  it  is  28  miles  from  Aberdeen.  The  extreme  eastern  portions 
are  naturally  drawn  to  Old  Meldrum  Railway  Station,  which  is 
22  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  5  J  miles  from  Inverurie. 

Marmon  Houses. 

Fyvie  Castle  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ythan,  in  the 
midst  of  an  extensive  park,  which  is  surrounded  by  beautiful 
and  thriving  plantations.  This  large  and  venerable  pile  anpears 
to  have  been  built  at  different  periods,  but  the  turretea  stylo 
of  architecture  has  been  preserved  throughout.  The  building 
is  in  the  form  of  a  square.     The  oldest  part  is  the  south-east 
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wing,  which  is  called  the  Preston  Tower,  said  to  have  been 
built  in  1400.  The  great  gate- way  is  in  this  wing,  with  its  old 
iron  gate  and  bars  entire,  over  which  is  the  Seton-tower  and 
the  arms  of  the  Seton  family,  cut  in  freestone.  Above  the  gate- 
way there  is  an  aperture  in  the  wall,  called  the  *'  murder  hole," 

.     .     .     .     a  ceU  remote  and  far  from  every  social  right, 
Consigns  thy  victims  to  despair  and  universal  night ! 

The  south-west  wing  is  called  the  Meldrum  Tower,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  built  in  the  16th  century.  In  the  bottom  of 
this  tower  there  is  an  inaccessible  chamber  into  which  no  light 
is  admitted : — a  horrid  pit  said  to  have  been  used  for  the  con- 
cealment of  arms,  or  to  shut  up  unhappy  victims  of  the  barons' 
displeasure.  The  west  wing,  which  is  terminated  by  a  tower 
on  the  north,  was  built  in  the  18th  century,  on  the  site  of  the 
chapel,  which  had  become  ruinous.  The  whole  fabric  appears 
in  an  excellent  state  of  repair.  On  one  of  the  turrets  of  the 
west  wing,  there  is  a  stone  figure  of  the  "  Trumpeter  of  Fyvie," 
sounding  his  horn  towards  Mill  of  Tiftie,  celebrated  in  the 
ballad  ot  "  Tiftie 's  Bonnie  Annie,"*  which  we  give  below. 

In  the  valley  of  Rothie,  nearly  three  miles  south-west  of  the 
church,  stands  the  mansion  house  of  Rothie  Norman,  em- 
bowered among  woods ;  and  the  finely  situated  small  mansion 
of  Kinbroon,  stands  a  little  beyond.  Rothie  Norman  is  com- 
paratively a  modern  building,  but  of  late  several  ornamental 
additions  have  been  made  to  it,  and  the  grounds  remodelled, 
apparently  with  great  taste. 

The  manse  is  a  commodious  building,  and  stands  near  to  the 
*<3hurch,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ythan,  in  the  centre  of  the 
howe  of  Fyvie,  with  a  fine  glebe  and  garden  of  about  5  acres. 
The  manse  was  built  in  1831,  and  the  church  in  1808,  which 
is  seated  for  about  1,000. 

Gight  Castle,  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Gordons  of  Gi^ht,  stands 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ythan,  in  the  eastern  division  of  the 

Earish.  It  is  now  in  ruin,  but  amidst  its  ruins,  we  are  carried 
ack  to  the  history  of  events  connected  with  its  owners,  con- 
spicuous in  their  day,  which  we  leave  to  be  chronicled  in  the 
antiquarian  section  of  the  parish. 

Fairs,  InnSy  and  Alehouses, 
Markets  for  the  sale  of  cattle,  grain,  &c.,  are  held  at  the  Fyvie 
Railway  Station,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  every  month  during 
the  year.     In  a  charter  granted  to  Alexander,  tliird  Earl  of 

*  "  The  name  of  the  unfortunate  damsel,  the  story  of  whose  love  is  so  finely 
told  in  the  ballad,  was  Agnes  Smyth.  The  common  pronunciation  of  the 
Christian  name  was  Nannie,  which  in  the  ballad  is  farther  metamorphosed  into 
Annie." — New  Stat.  Acct.  Aberdeenshire,  p.  325. 
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Dunfermline,  in  1672  or  1673,  powers  were  conferred  for  holding 
a  weekly  market  on  Thursday,  and  three  annual  fairs  on  the 
lands  and  manor-place  of  Fyvie ;  one  on  Fasten's-even,  called 
Shrove  Tuesday ;  another  on  St.  Peter's  day,  the  first  Tuesday 
of  July;  and  another  on  St.  Magdalene's  day,  the  last  Tuesday 
of  July ;  ratifying  all  previous  ffifts,  and  erecting  the  Lordship 
of  Fyvie  into  "  ane  tree  burgh  of  barony,"  to  be  called  the 
**  Burgh  of  Barony  of  Fyvie,"  and  to  possess  and  use  **  ane  mer- 
est crosse,"  and  to  have  and  make  a  "  tolbuith  "  in  said  town, 
and  to  call,  accuse,  and  execute  justice  on  all  committers  of 
murder,  &c.,  within  the  said  burgh  of  barony  of  Fyvie.  These 
three  annual  &irs,  as  well  as  the  weekly  market,  have  fallen 
into  desuetude.  .Markets  for  the  sale  also  of  cattle  and  grain 
are  held  at  the  Rothie  Norman  Railway  Station,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  every  month  during  the  year. 

Inrv8  and  Alehouses, 
The  small  inn  at  Lewes  of  Fyvie  has  long  been  established, 
and  since  the  opening  of  the  Turriff  railway,  another  has  been 
establishedat  the  Rothie  Norman  station.  Atseveral  otherplaces 
within  the  parish,  spirit  licenses  are  held  by  parties  for  selling 
spirits  and  ales,  along  with  other  articles  of  merchandise. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds, 

ABSTRACT  OP  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  FYVIE,  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 
Receipts  from  Assessments,       ....  £1,249  15    6 
Do.     £rom  Mortifications,  and  aU  other  Bonrces,      38  14    3 

£1,288    9    9 

EkFpendUure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,         .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Law  Expenses, 

On  Boildings,  being  authorised  Poor  Houses, 
On  Buildings,  not  authorised,    . 

Balance  in  hand,    ... 

£1,288    9    9 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY.  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 
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The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  five 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACT,  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  Assessments, £5    0    0 

Expenditure,  including  Salaries,  kc, 5    0    0 


IL_CIVIL  HISTORY. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First  of  England  (1296),  that 
monarch  visited  Fyvite  in  his  progress  through  the  north  of 
Scotland,  and  at  that  time,  it  is  said,  there  was  "  a  Castle  or 
Keep,  and  the  domain  of  Fyvie  was  a  royal  chase." 

In  the  reign  of  King  Eobert  Bruce,  in  1325,  mention  is  made 
of  the  King's  Park  of  Fyvin  ;  and  in  the  "  Chartularies  of  Ar- 
broath and  Aberdeen,'*  in  the  Advocates'  Library,  Edinburgh, 
mention  is  made  of  a  Brieve  of  King  Robert  to  fix  the  marches 
between  the  burgh  of  Fyvie  and  the  peat-moss  of  Ardlogie,  be- 
longing to  the  Abbey  of  Ai*broath.  Fyvie  continued  to  be  a 
royal  residence,  and  the  property  of  the  Crown,  till  1380,  when 
it  was  conferred  by  the  sfrandson  of  Robert  the  Bruce  upon  his 
son,  then  Steward  of  Scotland,  and  afterwards  Robert  III.,* 
who,  about  that  year,  resigned  it  in  favour  of  Sir  James  de 
Lindsay,  whoso  mother  was  sister  of  Robert  IL 

In  1395,  the  Castle  of  Fyvie,  and  the  parish,  was  the  scene 
of  a  feudal  conflict,  which  is  thus  recorded  by  Wyntoun,  Book 
ix.  cap.  xvi.,  voL  ii.  pp.  371,  373. 

"  A  thousand  and  thre  hundyr  yere, 
Nynty  and  fy ve  or  thareby  nerc, 
Eobert  the  Keth,  a  mychty  man 
By  Lynage,  and  apperaud  tlian 
For  to  be  a  Lord  of  mycht, 
Of  mony  Landis  of  rycht  Richt, 
In  Freroartine,  of  Fivy, 
As^git  his  Aunt,  a  gud  Ladv, 
That  tvme  the  Lud  of  Craufurdis  wyf, 
(That  led  in  aU  her  tyme  gud  lyf) 
Schir  James  de  Lyndsay,  than  her  Lord, 
Merit  agane  hym  in  discord.'' 

Robert  de  Keith  was  son  to  the  Earl  Marischal,  but  the  Castle 
was  gallantly  defended  by  the  Lady  until  her  husband.  Sir 

*  A1x>ut  the  year  13S0,  John,  who  ascended  the  throne  as  Robert  IIL,  re- 
signed the  Castle  and  estate  of  Fyvie  to  liis  cousin.  Sir  James  de  Lindsay,  who 
is  mentione<l  in  history  as  Poniiuus  de  (Yawfurd  ct  Buchan.  Sir  James  mar- 
ried Margaret  Keith,  daughter  of  the  Karl  MarischaL" — Dr.  Pratt's  Buchan, 
p.  2G0. 
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James  de  Lindsay,  came  to  her  relief,  when  he  not  only  raised 

the  siege,  but,  pursuing  the  besiegers,  defeated  them  in  the 

parish  of  Bourtie : — 

''  Frae  thine  he  past  straueht  till  Fivy, 
For  till  asaege  that  gud  Lady." 

Upon  the  death  of  Sir  James  de  Lyndsay,  in  1397,  the  Fyvie 
estates  came  into  the  possession  of  his  brother-in-law,  Sir  Henry 
Preston,  a  brave  knight,  who  fought  at  Otterbum.  He  died 
about  the  year  1433,  leaving  two  daughters,  co-heiresses,  one 
of  whom  brought,  by  marriage,  the  estate  of  Tolcjuhon  to  the 
Forbeses,  and  the  otner  Fyvie  to  the  Meldrums,  in  whose  pos- 
session it  continued  until  1596,  when  Alexander,  first  Earl  of 
Dunfermline,  became  proprietor  of  Fyvie  by  purchase  from  the 
Meldrums.  In  1597,  he  obtained  a  letter,  under  the  Great  Seal, 
erecting  the  barony  of  Fyvie  into  a  free  Lordshij),  and  became 
a  Peer  of  Parliament  under  the  title  of  Lord  Fyvie,  to  him  and 
his  heirs  male.  Charles,  the  second  Earl,  died  m  1672,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Alexander,  who,  surviving  but  a  short 
time,  his  brother  James  became  the  fourth  Earl  of  Dunfermline, 
and,  consequently,  the  fourth  of  the  Seton  family  proprietors 
of  Fyvie  Castla  He  was  a  firm  adherent  of  tne  House  of 
Stuart,  and  fought  under  Dundee  at  Kilhecrankie ;  he  died  in 
exile  at  St.  Germains  in  1694,  and  was  the  last  of  bis  race. 

In  1640  the  Marquis  of  Montrose  occupied  Fyvie  Castle,  and 
here  it  was  where  the  *'  Great  Marquis  '*  exhibited  against 
Argyle  those  military  talents  which  had  previously  estabushed 
his  renown.  The  following  account  of  the  affair  which  took 
place  here  is  ^ven  by  Patrick  Gordon  in  his  Britane's  Distem- 
per:— "  Haveing  made  a  general  monster,  hee  (Montrose) 
raisses  his  campe  after  the  sunne  was  set,  and  marches  from 
Huntly  to  Aachterlesse,  and  from  thence  to  Fyvie,  .... 
because  the  countray  there  was  weill  provided  of  victuall  for 
hb  armie ;  and  if  ms  armie  should  intend  ane  surpryce,  or 
force  him  to  feght,  the  ^ound  was  more  advantegeus  for  the 
defendant  than  the  assailant,  having  the  river  Ithen  on  his 
right  hand,  a  woode  on  his  left  hand,  and  a  deep  hollow  bruike 
that  ran  before  him,  which  served  as  a  ditch  or  trinch  to  brake 
the  furie  of  an  united  charge  of  horsemen.  Tha  nixt  day 
Ardfifyll,  haveing  intelligence  where  he  was  gone,  and  being 
confident  of  gocS  successe  by  reason  of  his  overmatching  his 
forces,  leaves  the  way  to  Huntly,  and  mairches  towards  iiim. 
He  bad  but  one  troupe  of  light  horsemen,  and  this  ware  to 
bring  in  prouision  for  the  campe  whan  Ardgyle  was  come  in 
si^ht,  who  drawes  up  his  armie  upon  ane  hill  without  distazu^e 
ofschote,  and  sends  first  a  regiment  of  foote  to  force  them,  or 
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draw  them  from  their  strength.  This  regiment  wins  a  fald 
hard  by  them,  and  from  thence  beginnes  to  play  upon  them. 
But  the  Marquis  sends  Donald  Farquharsone,  a  brave  and  weill 
resolved  gentleman,  with  those  ot  Strathaan  and  Strathdee, 
whom  he  commanded,  as  being  Huntley's  bailzie  in  those 
pairtes.  This  gentleman  acted  his  pairt  so  bravely,  as  ho 
oryves  them  from  their  hold,  and  beates  them  backe  with 
great  losse  and  discredit,  and  to  the  no  small  encouragement 
of  the  Royalistes." 

Napier*  says — "  That  Montrose's  career  would  have  been 
finished  at  the  Ski/rmiah  of  Fyvie  had  his  rival  observed,  in  any 
degree,  the  popular  comparison."  Fyvie  Castle,  in  those  days, 
was  considered  a  place  of  strength,  and  capable  of  defence, 
even  when  regularly  attacked,  was  not  garrisoned  by  Montrose, 
he  preferred  the  warfare  of  the  open  field,  and  took  up  his  po- 
sition on  an  eminence  to  the  north-east  of  the  Castle,  where 
"  the  intrenchments  are  still  to  be  seen,  and  the  ground  goes 
by  the  name  of  Montrose's  Camp."  Here  he  disposed  of  his 
8canty  array  to  the  best  advantage  behind  some  rude  fences, 
and  still  keeping  hold  of  the  wood  of  Fyvie  on  his  left,  as  a 
retreat  from  the  overpowering  cavalry  which  threatened  to 
surround  him,  Montrose  offered  battle.  Argyle  was  at  the  head 
of  two  thousand  five  hundred  foot,  and  more  than  a  thousand 
well-appointed  horse.  They  were  deficient  in  no  material  ne- 
c^sary  to  render  the  whole  effective,  and  they  were  possessed 
of  a  good  store  of  powder  and  ball.  The  Royal  army  did  not 
number  two  thousand  men,  of  whom  only  fifty  were  mounted, 
and  they  were  deficient  in  every  thing  but  courage,  which  they 
displaved  in  the  face  of  the  shameless  desertion  of  a  company 
of  jealous  and  uncertain  Gordons,  whom  Montrose  had  con- 
trived to  bring  with  him  from  Strathbogie.  "  A  vigorous  attack, 
led  by  Captain  Alexander  Keith,  brother  to  the  ^rl  Marischal, 
was  made  upon  his  position,  and  some  advantage  was  rained 
by  the  Covenanters ;  Montrose  must  have  felt  that  little  less 
than  a  miracle  could  save  his  whole  army,  and  when  despair 
had  attained  the  mastery  of  many  a  stout  heart  in  his  camp, 
he  addressed  himself,  with  an  assumption  of  the  most  perfect 
unconcern,  to  a  young  Irishman  of  the  name  of  O'Kyan,  whose 
courage  and  activity  were  well  known  to  him — '  Come,0'Kvan,' 
says  he,  *  what  are  you  about  ?  Take  some  of  vour  handiest 
men,  drive  these  fellows  from  our  defences,  and  see  that  wo 
are  not  molested  by  them  again.'  The  young  Irishman  replied 
by  a  rush  at  the  Covenanters,  and  got  possession  of  some  of 
their  gunpowder,  which  was  much  needed  in  Montrose's  army. 

^  Napier' $  MontroBO  and  the  Ck>Yeiuuiten. 
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But  the  Irishmen  exclaimed,  with  all  the  characteristic  humour 
of  their  country,  *We  must  at  them  again,  for  the  rogues  have 
forgot  to  leave  bullets  with  the  powder/  '* 

Five  troops  of  Lothian's  horse  then  charged  Montrose's 
handful  of  cavalry ;  but  Montrose  resorted  on  this  occasion,  as 
at  the  Bridge  of  Dee,  to  his  successful  manoeuvre  of  interlacing 
them  with  his  most  active  musketeers.  So  that  Lothian's 
troops  received  a  most  unexpected  galling  fire,  which  sent 
them  right  about  in  such  contusion,  tnat  with  difficulty  were 
the  now  excited  royalists  restrained  from  quitting  their  advan* 
tageous  position  and  rushing  down  upon  the  army  of  Argyle. 
On  the  following  day  the  Covenanters  again  threatened  the  po- 
sition of  Montrose,  "  whose  troops  wore  so  ill  supplied  with 
ammunition  as  to  be  constrained,  during  the  breathing  time 
afforded  them,  to  melt  down  into  bullets  every  pewter  dish, 
vessel,  and  flagon  in  and  about  Fyvio,"  and  were,  after  all, 
miserably  supplied.  Several  days  were  spent  in  skirmishing, 
Argyle  never  making  the  slightest  impression  rn^on  Montrose, 
who  kept  his  ground,  wliile  the  former  retreatea  each  night  to 
his  encampments  on  Ardlogie,  his  troops  having  suffered  se- 
verely, as  a  loyal  Irishman  said — "  Tliere  goes  another  traitor's 
face  spoiled  with  a  pewter  pot." 

Montrose  at  last  found  it  advisable  to  retreat  from  Fyvie  to 
Strathbogie,  and  on  the  ^road  he  was  deserted  by  most  of  the 
Lowland  gentlemen  who  had  joined  him.  Of  all  his  Lowland 
adherents,  the  Earl  of  Airlie  and  his  sons  alone  remained ;  but 
they  paid  dearly  for  their  attachment  to  the  Royal  cause,  Argyle 
having  plundered  their  estates  and  burnt  the  *'  Bonnie  house 
of  Airlie,"  the  memory  of  which  conflag^tion  is  9till  preserved 
in  the  fine  old  Scottish  song  of  that  name. 

After  the  outlawry  of  the  fourth  Earl  of  Dunfermline  in 
1690,  the  estate  of  Fyvie  and  Castle  remained  in  possession  of 
the  Crown  till  1726,  when  they  were  purchased  by  William, 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  second  Peer  of  the  name,  and  by  his  third 
wife,  the  Lady  Anne  Gordon,  sister  of  Cosmo,  Duke  of  Gordon, 
ho  had  several  children.  On  the  death  of  Earl  WiUiam,  early 
in  1746,  the  Hon.  William  Gordon,  the  eldest  son  by  Lady  Anne, 
succeeded  to  the  estates,  and  possessed  them  for  a  period  of 
70  years.  General  the  Iloa  William  Gordon  died  m  1816 ; 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  only  son,  who  died  in  1847,  without 
issue — "  Ujion  his  death  the  Castle  and  Estate  became  the  pro- 
I)erty  of  Captain  Charles  Gordon,  the  eldest  son  of  Lord  Rock- 
ville,  a  Senator  of  the  College  of  Justice,  by  the  Coqntess  Dow- 
ager of  Dumfries ;  and  the  present  proprietor  is  his  eldest  son, 
Colonel  William  Co«mo  Gordon,  late  oi  the  Madras  Artillery. 
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**  The  Duke  of  Cumberland  maTched  thiougli  the  grounds  of 
Fyvie,  on  his  route  to  the  north,  previous  to  the  battle  of  Cul- 
loden,  Lord  Lewis  Gordon  beins^  then  a  distinguished  officer 
under  the  banner  of  Prince  Chanes  Edward.  The  Countess  of 
Aberdeen,  but  then  a  few  weeks  a  widow,  phiced  herself  at  the 
road  side,  accompanied  bv  her  eldest  son,  to  see  the  passage  of 
the  army.  The  Duke  addressed  her,  and  asked  her  name : — 
*  I  am  the  sister  of  Lord  Lewis  Gordon,'  was  her  answer,  a  re- 
ply characteristic  of  the  fimmess,  as  it  was  of  the  loyalty,  mis- 
taken or  otherwise,  of  this  noble  lady."  * 

Fyvie  Castle  is  too  remarkable  a  place  to  have  escaped  the 
notice  of  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  who  is  made  to  say — 

**  TjyyuB  riggi  and  towers, 
Haplen  ahaU  voiir  mesdaineB  be, 
When  ye  shall  hae  within  your  nietheB,t 
From  harryit  kirk's  land,  stanes  three — 
Ane  in  Preston's  tower, 
Ane  in  n^  lady's  bower. 
And  ane  below  the  water- vett^ 
And  it  ye  shall  never  get. 

Tradition  affirms  that  two  of  these  "harryit  kirk-stanes'^ 
have  been  found  in  the  places  indicated,  but  the  one  "  below 
the  water-yett,"  remains  true  to  the  Rhymer's  prophecy.  The 
prophet  does  not  explain  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  hapleasness 
of  his  mesdamea,  but  it  is  evident  he  refers  to  the  unfruitful- 
ness  of  the  ladies  of  Fyvie. 

About  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  Fyvie  Oastle,  and  in  view 
of  its  turrets,  are  the  ruins  of  the  Mill  of  Tiftie,  and  a  little 
farther  oft*  is  the  home  of  the  damsel  who  figures  as  the  hero- 
ine of  the  popular  ballad,—"  Mill  of  Tiftie^s  Annie.*  "  The 
spot "  where  the  Mill  stood,  says  Dr.  Pratt,  "  might  vindicate 
the  romance,  even  if  it  had  not  been  founded  on  tact  It  is  a 
highly  picturesque  ravine,  full  of  wild,  natural  beauty — ^water- 
fans,  rocks,  and  tangled  bushes,  and  abundant  in  wild  flowers.* 

The  name  of  the  unfortunate  damsel,  whose  fate  is  recorded 
in  the  ballad,  was  Agnes  Smith,  andt  those  who  have  any 
desire  to  visit  "  the  green  Kirk-yara  of  Fjrvie,"  mav  still 
see  the  memorial  stone  of  the  unfortunate  Annie  (wnich  is 
a  fac-similie  of  the  original  in  every  respect,  and  was  erected 

*  Castellated  Architecture  of  Aberdeenshire,  pp.  8,  9. 

t  '*  Motbes  '*  stones  or  lines,  indicating  a  boundary. 

$  As  a  cnrious  specimen  of  the  form  of  tenure  of  other  days,  the  foUowing 
is  submitted,  being  the  rent  of  William  Smyth,  the  father  of  Ajmie,  for  1672 : — 
"  Of  madll  three  score  sax  bolls,  of  money  one  pound,  of  wadderis  three,  of 
lambifi  three,  of  capounis  three  dozen,  of  henuis  throe  dozen,  of  paittis  one 
lait,  one  mylne  swj'ne,  and  one  ston  brew  tallow."— Statistical  Account  of 
F^vio,  1840. 
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by  the  lato  Mr.  Gordon  of  Fyvio),  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :— "  HEIR  LYES  AGNES  SMITH  WHO  DEPARTED 
19  OF  JANVARI  1G78." 

MILL  O*  TIFTY'S  ANNIE. 

**This  ballad  is  said  to  be  founded  upon  a  real  occurrence — the 
daughter  of  the  miller  of  Tifty  having  fallen  in  love  with  the 
Trumpeter  of  Fyvie,  but  being  prevented  by  her  father  from 
marrymg  him  in  consequence  of  nis  poverty.  Her  gravestone, 
bearing  the  date  1681,  is  shown  in  the  parish  churchyard; 
and  on  one  of  the  turrets  of  Fyvie  Castle  there  is  a  stone 
figure  of  Andrew  Lammio  sounding  his  horn  towards  the  Mill 
of  Tifty  :— 

**  TiiRRE  springs  a  rose  in  Fyvic's  yard, 
And  O  but  it  springs  bonny  ; 
There's  a  daisy  in  the  middle  u't, 
Its  name  is  Andrew  Lammio. 

"  I  wish  the  rose  were  in  my  l)rcast, 
Fur  the  love  I  bear  the  daisy  ; 
80  biythe  and  merry  as  I  wad  bo, 
And  kiHs  my  Andrew  Lammic. 

**  The  first  time  I  and  my  love  met 

Was  in  the  wooil  o*  Fyvie, 

He  kissed  and  he  dawted  me, 

Ca'd  me  his  bonuic  Annie. 

**  He  kiss*d  my  lips  a  thoasand  times. 

And  aye  he  ca'd  me  bonny  ; 

And  aye  sin^yne  himsel  was  khid, 

My  honny  Andrew  Lammie." 

*'  Love,  I  maun  gang  to  Edinburgh, 
Love,  I  maun  gang  and  leave  theo.'* 
8ho  sighed  right  sair,  and  said  nao  niair, 
But,  •*  O,  gin  1  were  wi*  ye  !" 

"  I'U  buy  for  theo  a  wedding  gown, 

My  love,  I'U  buy  it  bonny." 
"  But  rU  bo  dead  ere  ye  come  back« 

My  bonny  Andrew  Lammie." 

•*  I'll  buy  for  you  braw  bridal  shoon, 

My  love,  1*11  buy  them  bonny." 
"  But  I'U  be  dead  ere  ye  come  baek. 

My  bonnie  Andrew  Lammie." 

*'  It's  true  and  trusty  I  will  be. 
As  I  am  Andrew  Lammie  ; 
I'U  never  kiss  a  wamxm's  mouth, 
TUl  I  return  to  Fyvie." 

**  I  shaU  bo  true  and  trusty  too, 
As  I  am  'fifty's  Annie  ; 
And  I'll  kiss  ucitlier  lad  ufir  loun, 
TiU  yc  return  to  Fyvie." 
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*'  Syne  lie>  cotme  back  ine  Edinbiurgli 
To  the  bonny  howa  o'  Fyrie ; 
And  aye  hU  face  to  the  nor -east. 
To  look  for  Tiftie'fl  Annies 

**  I  hae  a  love  in  Edinbnrah, 

And  aae  hae  I  in  Leith,  man ; 
I  hae  a  love  intill  Montroee, 
8ae  hae  I  in  Dalkeith,  man. 

f*  And  east  and  west,  where'er  I  gae. 
My  love  she's  always  wi*  me  ; 
For  east  and  west,  where'er  I  gae. 
My  love  she  dwells  in  Fyvie. 

**  Bnt  Tiftie  winna  gie  consent 
His  dochter  me  to  marry. 
Because  she  has  live  thousand  marks, 
And  I  have  not  a  penny." 

•*  Love  pines  away,  love  dwines  away, 
Love — love  decays  the  body  ; 
For  love  o'  thee,  O,  I  must  the. 
Adieu,  my  bonny  Annie  !" 

**  He  hied  him  to  the  head  of  the  house. 
To  the  house-top  of  Fyvie  ; 
He  blew  his  tnimpet  loud  and  shrill, 
Twaa  heartl  at  SliU-'o-Tifty. 

"  Her  mither  raise  out  o'  her  bed. 
And  ca'd  on  baith  her  women  ; 
'  What  ails  ye,  Annie,  my  dochter  dear  ; 
O,  Annie,  waa  ye  drcamin'  V 

'*  What  dule  disturb'd  my  dochter's  sleep  ! 
O  tell  to  me,  my  Annie  !'' 
She  sigh'd  richt  sair,  but  said  nae  mair, 
But,  "  O  for  Andrew  Lammie  I " 

"  Her  faither  locked  the  door  at  nighty 
Laid  by  the  keys  fu'  canny. 
And  when  he  heard  the  trumpet  aonnd, 
•*  Your  cow  is  lowing,  Anme  !" 

*'  O  father,  dear,  I  pray  forbear, 
Beproach  nae  mair  your  Annie, 
For  I  wad  rather  hear  that  cow 
Than  a*  the  kye  in  Fyvie." 

**  Her  sisters  they  stood  in  the  door, 
Sair  gricv'd  her  wi'  tlieir  folly  ; 
'  O  sister  dear,  come  to  the  door, 
Your  cow  is  lowing  on  ye.' 

*'  0  fie,  O  fie,  my  sister  dear, 
Grieve  rae  not  wi'  your  folly  ; 
I'd  rather  hear  the  trumpet  sound, 
Than  a'  the  kye  in  Fyvie." 

*'  Tier  faither  beat  her  cniellie, 
Sae  also  did  her  mother  ; 
Hit  fiistfi-H  sair  did  scof}"  at  her, 
But  wac  betide  her  brother  ! 
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**  Her  brother  beat  her  cmellie, 

Till  his  straiks  they  werena  canny  ; 

He  hurt  her  back,  and  he  beat  her  sides. 

For  the  sake  o'  Andrew  Lammie." 

"  O,  if  vou  ding  me,  I  will  greet, 
Andgentlemen  will  hear  me  ; 
Laird  Fyyie  hell  be  riding  by, 
And  he'll  come  in  and  see  me/' 

•*  Yea,  I  wiU  ding  you  tho'  you  greet. 
And  gentlemen  should  hear  ye  ; 
Tho*  the  Laird  Fyvie  were  coming  by, 
And  did  come  in  and  see  ye  V* 

"  So  they  dang  her,  and  she  grat, 
And  gentlemen  did  hear  her, 
And  Fyvie  he  was  riding  by, 
And  did  come  in  to  see  her. 

"  Mill-o*-Tiftie,  gie  consent. 

And  let  your  dochter  marry  !" 
"  It  maun  be  wi'  a  higher  match. 

Than  the  Trumpeter  of  Fyvie." 

"  *  If  she  were  full  of  as  high  bludo. 
As  she  is  full  o'  beauty. 
It's  I  wad  tak'  her  to  mysel', 
And  make  her  my  ain  lady.' 

"  Fyvie  lands  lie  braid  and  wide. 
And  O  but  they  be  bonny  ! 
But  I  wadna  gie  my  ain  true-love, 
For  a'  the  lands  in  Fyvie  I 

*'  *  But  mak'  my  bed  and  lay  me  down, 
And  turn  my  face  to  Fyvie, 
That  I  may  see,  before  I  die, 
My  bonny  Andrew  Lammie.' 

"  They  made  her  bed,  and  laid  her  down. 
And  tum'd  her  face  to  Fyvie  ; 
She  gave  a  groan,  and  died  or  mom. 
She  ne'er  saw  Andrew  Lammie. 

**  The  Laird  o'  Fyvie  he  went  hame, 
And  he  was  sa<l  and  sorrv  ; 
Says,  '  The  bonniest  lass  o  the  country-side 
Has  died  for  Andrew  Lammie.' 

**  O  Andrew's  gane  to  the  house-top 
O'  the  bonny  house  o'  Fyvie, 
He's  blawn  his  horn  baith  loud  and  shrill 
O'er  the  lowland  leas  o'  Fyvie. 

"  '  Mony  a  time  hae  I  walk'd  a'  nighty 
And  never  yet  was  weary  ; 
But  now  I  may  walk  wae  my  lane. 
For  I'll  never  see  my  dearie. 

•*  *  Love  pines  away,  love  dwines  away, 
Ijove — love  decays  the  hotly  ; 
For  the  love  o'  thcc,  now  I  maun  die, 
I  come,  my  Iwnny  Annie  !'  " 
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III— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY, 

The  Priory  of  Fyvie  stood  on  a  meadow  between  the  parish 
church  and  the  bridge  of  Lewes.  It  was  dedicated  to  St  Mary 
the  Virgin.  The  late  Mr.  Manson  says,  that,  "  This  was  a  cefi 
of  the  Abbey  of  Arbroath,  said,  by  Sjx^ttiswood,  to  have  been 
founded,  along  with  a  parish  churcn,  by  Ferfi;us,  Earl  of  Buchan, 
in  1179 ;  and  in  another  account,  the  foundation  is  ascribed  to 
King  WiUiam  the  Lyon ;  and  in  a  deed,  of  date  1285,  Reginald 
le  Cneyne  is  said  to  nave  founded  the  rehgious  house  on  Ard- 
logy,  tnat  is,  the  Priory ;  while  it  appears  from  another  deed, 
that  he  bestowed  on  this  house  the  lands  of  Ardlogy  and 
Leuchendy,  which  included  the  Monk's  HilL"  The  truth  may 
be,  saj-B  Dr.  Pratt,  "  that  the  Priory-house  was  founded  by  the 
Earl  of  Buchan,"  and  the  grant  was  confirmed  by  King  William, 
"  and  that  a  re-endowment  was  made  a  century  later  by  the 
Baron  of  Inverugia"  In  the  new  statisticid  account,  we  are  told 
that  ''  a  little  before  the  Reformation,  the  loossessiona  of  the 
Priory  are  said  to  have  been  much  dilapioated,  though  the 
lands  which  belonged  to  it  in  the  neighbourhood  rented  £200 
stg.,  in  1792.  In  1470,  one  Alexander  Mason,  is  Prior,  of 
whom  it  is  stated,  that  "  he  exerted  himself  greatly  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  establishment ;  that  he  rebuilt  uie  chapel ;  added 
offices,  and  enclosed  the  garden  with  a  wall"  In  the  year  1616, 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Duntermline,  obtained  a  charter  nom  King 
James  I.,  uniting  the  rectorage  and  vicarage  of  Fyvie  into  one 
benefice,  with  the  right  of  advocation,  donation,  and  patronage 
of  the  parish  church ;  since  which  time,  the  patronage  has  gone 
with  the  Fyvie  property. 

Tlie  parish  Church,  near  to  wliich  the  Priory  was  situated, 
was  deoicated  to  St.  Peter,  and  Peter's  Well  is  in  its  immediate 
vicinity.  The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued  at  X20 
a-year,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £15.  The  stipend  is  132 
bolls  meal,  132  bolls  barley,  payable  by  the  fiars'  prices,  and 
£8  6s.  8d.  for  communion  elements. 

The  church  of  Millbrex  was  at  first  a  mission  station  of  the 
committee  for  mana^ng  the  Royal  Bounty  in  Scotland,  it  now 
may  be  called  a  territorial  church,  with  part  of  the  parishes  of 
Fyvie  and  Monquhitter  attached.  The  Manse  ana  domestic 
offices  are  valued  at  £14,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £2  10s. 

The  Free  Church  is  at  Woodhead  of  Fetter-letter,  and  the 
Manse  and  garden  are  valued  at  £21.  The  Episcopal  Chapel 
of  Fyvie  stands  also  at  Woodhead,  and  the  Parsonage  and  gar- 
den are  valued  at  £11  lis.    The  parochial  schoolmaster's  house 
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and  garden  are  valued  at  £10 ;  and  the  female  school  teacher's 
house  of  Millbrex,  at  £5. 

The  Chapel  of  St.  Rule,  at  Meikle-folla,  was  founded  in  1376, 
by  Adam  Pyngil,  a  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  in  connection  with  the 
cathedral  church  of  Aberdeen.  It  was  endowed  with  the  lands 
of  Fole-throwle,  which  the  founder  acquired  in  1364  from  Hugh 
de  Ross,  Lord  of  Philorth ;  and  the  foundation  was  confirmed 
by  a  charter  of  Robert  II.,  in  1379.  Orem  says  "  that  the  town- 
land  of  Meikle-folla  having  been  annexed  to  King's  College,  the 
heritor  paid  £40  of  Scots  money  of  feu-duty  to  tne  College  for 
said  land."  The  Parsonage,  offices,  and  garden,  at  Meikle-folla, 
are  valued  at  £18 ;  and  tne  school  teacher's  house  and  garden 
at  £6. 

School  Board. — ^There  are  nine  members  on  the  Board — 
Charles  Chalmers,  Rothie-Brisbane,  is  chairman ;  Rev.  Hugh 
Mair,  clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  4d.  per  £.  Bible 
taught.  There  is  at  present  but  one  school  in  the  parish  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board,  and  107  scholars.  Popidation, 
1871,  3,306. 

MiUin^ex  (Quoad  Sacra)  School  Board. — ^There  are  five  mem- 
bers upon  the  Board — ^Al.  F.  Douglass,  Haddo  House,  is  chair- 
man, and  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  is  clerk  and 
treasurer.  School  Rate,  3d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Catechism 
taught  There  are  two  schools  in  this  division  of  the  parish, 
and  201  scholars.    Population,  1871, 1,484. 

Parochial  Registers. — ^The  early  registers  of  the  parish  are 
very  imperfect.  The  first  registers  of  baptisms  and  marriages 
commence  in  1685,  and  the  register  of  discipline  in  1721.  From 
that  period  up  to  the  year  1760,  there  are  several  blanks.  Up 
to  the  year  1763,  the  disbursements  for  the  poor  are  kept  in 
Scotch  money.  From  1721  up  to  the  present  tmie,  the  registers 
have  been  regularly  kept 

Beque8ts.-^rhe  parochial  schoolmaster  usually  acts  as  session 
clerk,  and  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  Dick  and  Milne  bequests. 
Four  bursaries  belong  to  the  school,  bequeathed  by  the  late 
Mr.  John  Mather,  of  Madras,  by  deed  of  testament,  February 
18th,  1807.  The  value  of  these  bequests  were,  in  1840,  £6  10s. 
per  annum  during  attendance  at  College,  and  £2  5s.  per  annum 
at  school.  The  Ma^strates  of  Aberdeen  are  Trustees  of  the 
Fund,  but  the  selection  of  students  is  committed  to  the  minis- 
ter of  the  parish. 

The  amount  of  money  from  church  collections  received*  by 
the  kirk-session  during  the  year  1871  was  £67  15s.  7d.,  of 
which  sum  £20  8s.  7d.  was  expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
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IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

Reginald  le  Chen  or  Cheyne,  generally  styled  Pater,  to 
distin^ish  him  from  liis  son  of  the  same  name,  was  proprietor 
of  the  lands  of  Ardlogy  and  Leuchendy  in  this  nansh,  Baron 
of  Inverugie,  Strabrock,  &c.,  and  Great  Chamberlain  of  Scot- 
land from  12G7  to  1269.  He  made  his  submission  to  Edward 
L,  at  Aberdeen,  on  the  17th  July,  1296,  and  his  name  appears 
in  the  Ragman  Roll  Of  this  fiiniilv  of  Cheyne  of  Inverugie 
came  Henry  le  Chen  or  Cheyne,  I3ishop  of  Aberdeen  from 
1281  to  1291. 

Sir  Jakes  de  Lindesay. — He  is  designed  "  Dominns  de 
Crawfurd  et  Buchan."  About  the  year  1380  he  became  pro- 
prietor of  Formartine,  on  the  resignation  of  his  cousin,  John, 
afterwards  Robert  III. ;  and  in  1382  was  involved  in  a  dispute 
with  the  Bishop  of  Aberdeen  about  the  payment  of  second 
tithes.  In  1388  he  fought  with  Earl  Douglas  at  Otterbum ;  imd 
in  1395,  as  already  mentioned,  he  raised  the  siege  of  Fyvie 
Castle,  which  his  lady  had  bravely  defended.  He  med  in  1397, 
without  male  issue,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  cousin.  Sir  David 
Lindsay  of  Glenesk,  as  Lord  Crawfurd,  while  the  Formartine 
property  fell  to  his  brother-in-law  : — 

Sir  Henry  Preston,  of  the  family  of  Preston  of  Craigmillar. 
He  fought  at  Otterbum,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  captor  of 
Ralph  rercy,  as  he  had  for  his  redemption  a  grant  from  Ro- 
bert III.,  in  1390,  of  the  lands  and  barony  of  Formartine, 
in  succession  to  his  brother-in-law.  Sir  James  Lindsay.  He 
died  about  1438,  leaving,  as  before  stated,  two  daughters,  co- 
heiresses. 

Sir  George  Meldrum,  is  termed  by  Lesly  "  ane  vailyeant 
and  wyse  gentleman."  In  1544  Sir  George  was  sent  as  ambas- 
sador to  the  King  of  England,  then  personally  engaged  in  the 
siege  of  Boulogne,  "  to  commoune  upon  certane  abstuenoe." 
The  Meldrums  possessed  Fyvie  for  about  a  century  and  a-half. 
Sir  George  seems  to  have  been  the  only  one  among  them 
known  in  a  public  capacity. 

Alexander,  First  Earl  of  Dunfermline,  became  proprie- 
tor of  Fyvie,  by  [purchase,  from  the  Meldrums  in  1596.  In 
early  life  he  studied  at  Rome  for  the  Church,  but  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Reformed  faith  in  Scotland  led  him  to  turn  his 
attention  to  law.  In  1604  he  became  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Scotland,  and  he  continued  Chancellor  till  his  death  at  Pinkie, 
near  Musselburgh,  in  1622,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

Charles,  Second  Earl  of  Dunfermline,  who  took  an  active 
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part  in  the  transactions  of  the  momentous  period  of  our 
history  from  1622  till  his  death  in  1672.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Alexander,  third  Earl,  who  survived  him  but  a 
snort  time,  and  the  property  fell  to  his  younger  brother, 

James,  Fourth  Earl  of  Dunfermline,  who  is  celebrated 
by  the  Jacobite  author  of  the  "  Pnelium  Gilliecrankianum"  as 

"  Nobilis  apparuit  Germiloduncnsis, 
CujuB  in  rebelles  stringebaturensis, 
Nobilis  et  sanguine,  nobilior  virtute, 
Rcgi  dcvotissimus  intus  et  in  cute." 

The  Gordons  of  Gight. — ^The  Castle  and  the  Estate  of 
Gight,  as  narrated  by  Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay,  "  became,  about 
the*  year  1479,  the  property  of  William  Gordon,  the  third  son 
of  the  second  Earl  of  Huntly,  by  a  sister  of  the  Earl  of  Enrol ; 
he  married  Janet,  daughter  of  Ogilvy  of  Boyne,  and  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Flodden  in  1513."  * 

"  In  more  modem  days,  Formartine,  or  Gight,  was  destined 
to  greater  celebrity.     On  the  12th  of  May,  1785,  Catherino 

*  "  His  eldest  son.  Sir  Qeorge  Gordon  of  Gight  and  Schivas,  married  the 
niece  of  the  Laird  of  Haddo,  and  built  the  house  of  Formartine ;  dyinff  with- 
out issue,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  James,  who  married  a  dau^ter  of 
Cheyne  of  Straloch,  and  had  two  sons,  Alexander,  who  succeeded  him,  and 
William,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Bogie.  Alexander  married  a  daughter  of 
Cardinal  Beaton,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter,  married  to  the  Earl  of  Dunbar. 
He  lost  his  life  in  a  frav  which  took  place  on  the  shore  of  Dundee,  where  the 
Master  of  Forbes  and  the  Goodman  of  Towie  (Forbes)  encountered  him. 
Whether  the  Master  of  Forbes  stood  aside  and  permitted  the  two  harda  to 
fight  the  battle  on  equal  terms  or  not,  I  cannot  say  ;  but  it  is  recorded  that, 
in  the  mortal  strife,  the  Laird  of  Gight  and  the  Groodman  of  Towie  killed  each 
other.  Alexander's  uncle,  John  Gordon  of  Ardmather,  married  the  daughter 
of  James,  first  Laird  of  Lesmore.  Their  eldest  son  succeeded  to  the  estate  of 
Gight ;  the  second  was  killed  at  Donibristle,  in  the  celebrated  attack  made  on 
that  house  by  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  which  terminated  in  the  murder  of  the  Earl 
of  Moray.  The  third  son  was  killed  in  battle  ;  the  fourth  fell  by  the  hand  of 
the  Earl  of  Monteith.  The  Laird  of  Gi^ht  married  the  daughter  of  Ochterlony 
of  Kelly,  by  whom  he  had  a  larae  family,  the  eldest  of  whom  succeeded  him 
as  Laird  of  Gight,  and  married  tne  daughter  of  Wood  of  Bonnyton.  He  died 
in  1641,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  George,  the  seventh  Laird  of  Gi^t,  who 
married  the  daughter  of  Lord  Ogilvy.  Their  son  became  the  eighth  Laird  of 
Gight,  and  mamed  the  daughter  of  Keith  of  Ludc^uham,  by  whom  he  had  only 
one  daughter.  This  marriage  produced  a  schism  m  the  family,  and  a  variance 
with  his  -mother  ;  being  then  the  young  Laird,  he  alleged  tliat  his  father  had 
never  been  infeft  in  the  lands,  and  that,  consequently,  he  had  a  right  to  the 
fee  of  the  estate.  The  daughter  of  Lord  Ogilvy  stoutly  resisted  deuvering  up 
the  papers  in  the  absence  of  her  husband.  In  consequence  of  this  resolution, 
young  Gi^ht,  with  the  assistance  of  Ludquham,  attacked  his  father's  house, 
with  the  mtention  of  taking  forcible  possession,  and  having  lodged  themselveB 
in  some  of  the  outbuildings,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  inmates  to  open 
the  gates,  they  fired  in  at  the  hall  windows,  and  grievously  wounded  William 
Gordon,  one  of  the  dependents.  The  Earl  of  Airlie,  on  being  made  acquainted 
with  these  circumstances  by  his  sister,  immediately  applied  to  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  who  agreed  to  act  as  arbiter,  and  for  that  pjurpose  held  a  meeting  with 
young  Gight  and  his  mother,  which  ended  in  an  amicable  arrangement'' — Cas- 
tellated Architecture  of  Aberdeenshire. 
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Gordon  of  Gight,  lineally  descended  from  the  Earl  of  Huntly, 
bv  the  daughter  of  James  11.  of  Scotland,  married  the  Honour- 
able John  Byron,  and  became  the  mother  of  a  mighty  poet, 
The  romantic  scenery  of  the  residence  of  his  maternal  ances- 
tors fifains  additional  interest  from  its  associations  with  a  name 
which  must  be  co-existent  with  the  language  of  which  he  was 
80  consummate  a  master.  The  noble  Bard  never  possessed  the 
estate,  which  was  sold  soon  after  his  mother's  marriage,^  and 
purchased,  in  1787,  by  the  great  grandfather  of  the  present 
Earl  of  Aberdeen.  The  Castle,  on  this  transfer,  was  not  con- 
signed to  immediate  ruin,  and  was  subsequently  occupied  by 
Lord  Haddo,  who  married  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Bainl 
of  Newbyth,  a  descendant  of  tne  fiSrds  of  Auchmedden,  who 
was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  on  the  2nd  of 
October,  1791." 

Thomas  the  Rhymer  figures  with  his  rhymes  and  prophe- 
cies, touching  the  future  of  the  Gordons  and  the  lands  of  Gight 
The  first  of  these  is  remarkable  for  its  quaint  obUquity : — 

**  Tw«  men  sat  down  on  Ythan  brae. 
The  ane  did  to  the  tither  say, 
'  An'  what  aic  men  may  the  Gordons  o'  Gight  hae  been  !  " 

The  next  has  a  more  distinct  application  to  the  downfall  of 
the  Gordons  of  Gight,  as  it  points  to  the  more  immediate 
symptoms  of  their  decay : — 

'*  When  the  Heron  leaves  the  tree, 
The  Laird  o'  Gight  shaU  landless  be." 

The  traditionary  fulfilment  of  this  prophecy  is  said  to  have 
taken  place  on  the  marriage  of  the  Hon.  John  Byron  with  the 
heiress  of  Gight.  The  denizens  of  a  heroniy,  wnich  had  their 
abode  among  the  branches  of  a  most  magnificent  tree  near  to 
the  Castle,  left  their  abode,  and  migrated  to  tie  woods  of 
Kelly  (Haddo  HouseJ,  where  a  tribe  of  them  are  now  domiciled. 
"  The  last  prophecy  is,"  says  Dr.  Pratt,  "  not  the  least  remark- 

*  A  local  bard,  who  had  been  dissatisfied  with  this  marriage,  save  vent  to 
his  feelings  in  a  ballad,  entitled  "  Mias  Gordon  of  Gight,"  of  which  the  fd- 
lowing  are  the  first  and  last  verses : — 

**  O  whare  are  ye  gaoin^,  bonny  Miss  Gordon  ? 
O  whare  are  ye  gaemg,  sae  bonny  and  braw  T 
YeVe  married  wi*  Johnny  Byron, 
To  squander  the  lands  o'  Gight  awa\ 


**  The  shooting  o'  guns,  and  rattling  o'  drums. 
The  bugles  in  woods,  the  pipes  in  the  ha' ; 
The  beagles  a'  howling,  the  hounds  a'  growling, 
These  soundings  wiD  soon  gar  Gight  gang  awa*.  ** 
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able,  since  its  complete  verification  has  been  accomplished 
within  a  very  recent  period  : — 

"  At  Gight  three  men  a  violent  death  shall  dee, 
An'  after  that  the  land  shall  lie  in  lea." 

In  1791,  Lord  Haddo  met  a  violent  death  on  the  "  Green  of 
Gight"  by  the  fall  of  his  horse ;  some  years  after  this  a  servant 
on  the  estate  met  a  similar  death  on  tne  Mains,  or  Homo  farm. 
But  two  deaths  were  not  sufficient  to  fulfil  the  seer*s  prophecy. 
A  few  year's  ago  part  of  the  house,  preparatory  to  the  homo 
farm  being  tumea  unto  lea,  was  being  pulled  down,  when  one 
of  the  men  employed  in  the  work  casually  remarked  on  the 
failure  of  the  Khymer's  prediction,  he,  in  less  than  an  hour, 
supplied  the  fated  numoer — lying  crushed  to  death  beneath 
the  ruins  of  a  fallen  wall ! 

The  "  Haffberry  Pot,"  in  the  Ythan,  a  pool,  of  course,  of 
"  unfathomable  depth,**  lies  a  little  distance  below  the  Castle. 
Shortly  before  the  Covenanting  army  took  possession  of  the 
Castle  in  1644,*  "  it  was  thourat  prudent  and  wise  by  the  in- 
mates to  sink  "  the  iron  yett,  with  the  family-plate  upon  it, 
to  the  bottom  of  this  pooL  The  uninvited  worthies  being  once 
more  fairly  off  the  premises,  a  diver  was  sent  down  to  recover 
the  hid  treasure ;  but,  either  faithfully  or  unfaithfully,  he  de- 
clared, on  rising  from  the  liquid  element,  that  the  plate  was  in 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  "  enemy  of  man" !  The  diver  was 
immediately  sent  back  on  his  errand,  but  this  not  being  agree- 
able to  the  party  below,  he  was  not  returned  to  his  friends, 
but  "  drowned  and  quartered."  To  this  day  the  "  Hagberry 
Pot"  has  its  own  special  terrors  attached  to  it  There  is  a 
traditional  belief  that  a  subterannean  passage  runs  from  the 
Castle  in  the  direction  of  the  bum  of  Stonehouse,  with  which 
is  connected  the  oft  told  tale  of  "  a  poor  piper"  who  was  made 
to  traverse  this  unknown  place  till  nis  pipes  were  hushed  for 
ever. 

Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay  says,  "  The  ancient  and  ruined  Tower 
of  Formartine,  or  Giffht,  overlooks  the  wide  and  picturesque 
ravine  through  which  the  Ythan  passes,  both  sides  of  which 
are  covered  with  wood,  and  present  a  beautifril  and  romantic 
scene.  The  bank  on  which  the  Castle  stands,  is,  in  some  parts, 
very  precipitous,  and,  masses  of  rock  appearing  amidst  the 
luxuriant  loilage,  add  to  the  effect  of  the  lanscape."  It  is  im- 
possible to  visit  the  Braes  of  Gight  without  bemg  impressed 

*  <'  In  the  year  1644,  the  Castle  of  Gight  was  taken  by  the  Covenanters,  and 
garrisoned  by  them  ;  the  place  was  plundered,  the  furniture  removed  or  de- 
stroyed, and  the  interior  of  the  house,  even  to  the  wainscoting,  turn  to  pieces." 
— Castellated  Architeoture  of  Aberdeenshire. 
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with  the  richness  and  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  or  without  feel- 
ing regret  that  such  a  place  should  have  been  consigned  to 
ruin  and  neglect. 

In  the  viUage  of  Woodhead  *  of  Fyvie,  or  Fetter-letter,  we 
leam  from  an  account  of  the  parish  in  1725,  that  there  "  is  a 
stone  tolbooth,  a  stone  cross,  and  where,  in  old  times,  stood 
severall  yearly  mercats."  The  Tolbooth,  which  had  been  con- 
verted mto  a  dwelling-house,  was  pulled  down  about  40 
years  ago.  The  old  stone  Cross  had  fallen  completely  into 
disrepair,  but,  as  we  read  upon  the  basement,  "rebuilt  in  1846," 
and  here  the  "  sererall  yearly  mercats"  are  held  in  the  old 
locality. 

The  Free  Church  stands  in  the  village  of  Woodhead,  but 
besides  it  being  a  large  and  commodious  building,  it  has  no 
pretensions  to  architectural  design. 

The  Episcopal  Chapel  of  Woodhead  was  destroyed  after  the 
battle  of  CuUoden,  and  the  congregation  removed  their  place 
of  worship  to  Macterry,  about  three  miles  distant,  and  there 
continued  to  assemble  till  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal 
laws,  when  they  returned  to  Woodhead,  and  rebuilt  a  church 
of  a  very  humble  description,  which  was  pulled  down  in  1849, 
and  the  present  edifice  erected.  "  This  is  one,"  says  Dr.  Pratt, 
"  of  the  Dest  specimens  of  a  village  church,  perhaps,  in  Scot- 
land. Its  arctdtectural  details  are  very  correct,  and,  with  its 
spire  rising  from  a  cluster  of  trees,  forms  a  striking  and  beauti- 
ful object  in  the  landscape  for  many  miles  around.  There  is  a 
sculptured  stone  over  the  porch,  some  crosses  built  in  the  east 
gable,  and  a  sheaf  of  arrows  in  a  niche  over  the  vestry,  all  said 
to  have  been  taken,  or  rescued,  from  the  ruins  of  tne  neigh- 
bouring priory  of  Fyvie."  The  dressed  part  of  the  buildmg 
is  of  Delgaty  red  sandstone,  the  rest  of  the  walls  are  composea 
of  blue  slate-stone  found  in  the  neighbourhood, "  which,  for 
beauty  and  strength,  is  unrivalled," 

v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

In  this  parish,  the  external  machinery  for  the  support  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith  appears  to  have  been  very  abundant,  if 
not  very  complete.    The  rriory  was  founded  in  1 179  by  Fergus, 

*  "  The  oonjectaral  belief  that  Woodhead  and  the  Bargh  of  Fyvie  are  one  and 
the  same,  receivee  additional  strength  from  the  fact  that  the  former  is  sitaated 
on  the  very  outskirts  of  what  was  once  *  The  Moss  of  Ardlogie.'  TIU  within 
a  few  years  this  moss  approached  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Cross,  on 
the  north  and  east  quarter  of  the  village,  and  that  Woodhead  of  Fyvie  of  the 
present  day  is  the  Boigh  of  Fyvie  of  former  times." — Pratt's  Buchan,  pp. 
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Earl  of  Buchan.  In  1285,  Keginald  le  Cheyne  gave  to  tlie 
Priory,  as  l>efore  mentioned,  the  lands  of  Ardlogy  and  Leu- 
chencly ;  and,  in  the  same  year,  Henry,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of  Aberbrothock, 
granted  a  deed,  ordaining  that  the  emoluments  of  the  vicarage 
of  Fyvin  should  belong  to  the  Priory,  provided  that  100  shil- 
lings were  annually  given  to  ane  chaplain  there  for  ever,  who 
should  go  about  the  parish  and  dispense  the  sacraments  to  the 
parishioners. 

In  1323,  Albertinus  was  appointed  to  the  cure  and  keeping 
of  the  House  of  Fyvin,  and,  m  1325,  a  letter  was  addressed  to 
him  by  Bernard,  Abbot  of  Aberbrothock,  for  the  maintenance 
of  discipline,  and  enjoining  him,  with  that  view,  "  to  hold  a 
chapter  regularly  three  times  a-week,  to  correct  irregularities 
of  his  bretnren ;  and  if  any  of  the  brethren  should  oe  found 
drunken,  noisy,  abusive,  rebellious,  and  disobedient,  to  reclaim 
him,  if  possible,  by  good  counsel ;  otherwise,  to  punish  him  by 
silence,  and  bread  and  water,  in  a  place  of  confinement  beyond 
the  access  of  the  Seculars ;  and,  if  still  refractory,  to  transmit 
him,  with  a  statement  of  his  delinquencies,  to  the  parent  In- 
stitution." * 

In  1382,  the  husbandmen  of  Formartine,  including  the  whole 
of  the  parish  of  Fyvie,  and  part  of  Tarves,  having  incurred  the 
penalty  of  excommunication  by  Adam,  Bishop  of  Aberdeen, 
for  non-payment  of  second  tithes,  were  obliged  to  repair  in  a 
body  to  tne  Bishop's  Chapel  at  Rayne,  headed  by  John  de 
Camera,  bailie  of  Formartine,  where,  m  presence  of  William  de 
Spyny,  the  Cantor  of  Moray,  the  Kirk-Treasurer  of  Aberdeen, 
the  Sub-Dean  of  Moray,  the  Vicar  of  Fyvie,  and  Thomas  de 
Nory,  Sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  having  professed  penitence,  they 
were  absolved  by  the  Bishop,  after  paying  their  tithes,  and 
solemnly  sworn  to  obedience  m  future,  f 

Besides  the  Priory  of  Fyvie,  and  the  Chapel  of  St.  Rule  at 
Meiklefolla,  there  are  vestiges  of  other  religious  houses  or 
chapels  connected,  no  doubt,  either  with  the  Chapel  or  the 
Priory.  The  remains  of  one  are  still  to  be  seen  at  Eastertown, 
of  another  in  Fetter-letter,  on  the  estate  of  Gight,  and  most 
probably  one  in  Minnonie,  at  St.  John's  Well,  although  no 
traces  of  it  remains. 

On  the  outskirts  of  the  farm  of  St.  John's  Well,  there  is  a 
cairn,  known  by  the  name  of  Cairnchcdly,  J  which  is  now  much 
reduced  from  its  former  dimensions.     In  digging  around  it, 

♦  Chartnlary  of  Arbroath,  Advocates*  library, 
t  Ohartalai^  of  Aberdeen,  Advocates'  library. 

t  Caim-ched-ly,  derived  from  a  cormption  of  the  Gaelic  Cam-che-lff  and 
signifying  a  monumental  cainii  where  the  worship  of  the  Deity  was  held. 

20 
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small  earthen  urns  have  been  found,  both  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  cairn,  and  at  considerable  distances  all  around  it. 
The  common  belief  is,  that  this  cairn  marks  the  spot  where 
some  hostile  encounter  had  taken  place  at  a  remote  period,  but 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  cairn  had  been  erected  for  religious 
purposes,  as  indicated  by  its  name. 

On  the  hill  of  Little  Gight,  which  is  on  the  Fyvie  side  of  the 
Blackwater,  there  were,  within  the  memory  of  man,  three  large 
sepulchral  cairns,  not  a  trace  of  which  now  remain  of  these 
interesting  relics  of  bygone  times. 


PARISH  OF  GARTLY. 


Presbytery  of  Strathbogie — Synod  of  Moray. 


Etymology, 

The  name  of  this  parish  in  some  ancient  writings  is  spelled 
Oar-eun-tully,  which,  in  Gaelic,  similies  "  the  birds  field  among 
the  knolls,  wnile  Gartly  is  derived  from  Oort-tully,  signifying 
*'  the  field  of  the  knolls.  The  parish  is  intersectea  from  south 
to  north  by  the  Bogie  Water ;  the  division  lying  on  the  west 
side  of  the  stream  is  called  the  Braes  of  Gartly,  and  the  divi- 
sion which  lies  on  the  east  of  the  Bogie  is  called  the  Barony, 
and  it  belongs  to  Banffshire,  but  legally  and  politically  it  is 
in  Aberdeenshire. 

Boundaries. 

The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parishes  of 
Huntly  and  Drumblade ;  on  the  east  by  Insch ;  on  the  south 
by  Eennethmont  and  Rhynie ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  Banff- 
shire  part  of  the  parish  of  Glass. 

Eident 

The  extreme  breadth  of  the  parish,  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
Bogs  of  Noth  to  the  top  of  the  Clashmach,  is  5^  miles,  and 
the  extreme  length,  also  m  a  direct  line  from  east  to  west,  is 
about  8i  miles.  The  whole  area  is  computed  to  be  18,126 
acres ;  the  Braes,  or  Aberdeenshire  portion,  comprising  nearly 
two  thirds,  or  11,77<S  acres. 
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Tapography. 

The  configuration  of  the  parish  of  Gartly  is,  on  the  whole, 
hilly.  The  hills  west  of  the  Bogie,  on  the  borders  of  Glass, 
Huntly,  and  esT)ecially  on  Rhynie,  are  mountainous.  The  valley 
of  the  Borie  Water  is  irregular  in  outline,  being  bounded  east 
and  west  by  low  rounded  hills,  such  as  usually  appear  in  all 
greywacke  districts.  The  Braes,  which  lie  on  the  west  of 
the  Bogie,  are  intersected  from  west  to  east  by  the  glens 
of  the  Kirkney  Waters  and  of  Tillyminnet,  which  are  of 
great  pastoral  oeauty.  Those  formed  by  the  burn  of  Drum- 
fersue,  the  Priests'  Water,  the  bums  of  TiIlathrowie,Bumgarry, 
ana  Collithie,  are  generally  narrow,  and  in  their  higher  courses 
have  less  than  a  half  cultivated  aspect.  The  Clashmach-hill, 
on  the  Huntly  boundary  of  the  parish,  is  1,146  feet  above  sea 
leveL  From  the  Clashmach,  the  bounding  ridffe  of  hills  rise 
in  a  westerly  direction  by  the  Corseshafloch  Hills  to  Glass, 
thence  southward  by  the  ridge  along  the  Banffshire  boundary 
to  the  top  of  the  Craiffwater  in  Knynie.  The  hills  on  the 
southern  boundary  with  Khynie  run  from  the  Banffshire  boun- 
dary at  the  source  of  the  bum  of  Dmmfergue,  eastward  by 
the  southern  ridge  of  Tillyminnet,  and  the  northern  slopes  of 
the  mountain  of  Noth  to  the  Bogie ;  but  the  "  Tajj  o'  Noth" 
(1,852  feet)  is  in  Rhynie,  and  beyond  the  boundary  of  Gartly. 
The  highest  point  on  the  Bogie  Water  at  the  Bogs  of  Noth  is 
524  feet  above  sea  level;  the  lowermost  point  of  the  stream  is 
at  the  bum  of  TuUochbeg,  at  the  bridge  of  Greenhau^h,  and  is 
about  386  feet ;  and  the  church  of  Gartly  is  486  feet.  The 
ridge  of  the  Foudland  Hills  runs  westward  from  the  Melshach- 
moss  to  the  Bogie,  and  forms  the  bounding  range  with  Kenneth- 
mont  on  the  south,  and  the  highest  point  on  these  hills  is 
about  1,400  feet.  The  eastern  and  northern  ridges  also  mn 
from  the  Foudland  Hills  northward  by  Glenniestown  and  the 
top  of  the  water  of  Ury,  and  includes  the  Cotbill  of  Bothwell- 
seat  (800  feet),  on  the  Drumblade  boundary,  thence  westward 
by  the  bum  of  Birkenhills  to  the  Bogie  at  Bucham. 

Oeology  and  SoUs, 
The  geological  formation  of  Gartly  is  chiefly  that  of  the  grey- 
wacke, which  is  composed  of  "fragments  of  quartz,  felspar,  slate, 
and  other  substances,"  eenerally  angular,  and  firmly  cemented 
together  by  a  paste  of  the  same  nature.  In  its  construction  it 
is  mostly  small  granular ;  but  in  some  places  the  fragments  are 
large,  and  present  a  rounded  appearance  like  that  of  the  con- 

{flomerate,  the  smaller  granular  parts  being  composed  of  more  or 
ess  minute  fragments  of  quarts  imbedded  in  an  argillaccousbase. 
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The  clay  slate  of  the  Cjartly  greywacke  is  of  a  hluish-green  or 
grey  colour,  and  the  best  p&rts  of  the  rock,  like  the  Foudland 
slate,  is  capable  of  bein^  split  into  pretty  thin  laminse,  fitt4^ 
for  roofing  slate.  The  slate  beds  mostly  lie  in  a  horizontal 
position,  and,  frequently,  they  alternate  with  and  pass  into  the 
fragmentary  rock  of  the  greywacke,  producing  strata  which 
partakes  more  or  less  of  the  same  characters  as  both.  Primary 
limestone  is  found  interstratified  with  the  greywacke  strata, 
and  often  contains  so  much  mica  as  to  be  scarcely  distinguish- 
able from  that  rock.  The  slate  has  been  worked,  but  much  of 
it  is  hidden  under  a  great  covering  of  superincuml)ent  matter, 
which  nrevents  the  geologist  from  examining  its  relations 
more  fully.  Basalt,  or  greenstone,  is  the  only  unstratified  rock 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  parish.  Considerable  masses 
of  it  appear  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bogie  along  the  Kirkney 
Water,  where  it  is  to  be  found  showing  three  varieties, 
ie.,  common  greenstone,  basaltic  clinkstone,  and  claystone, 
imbeding  almond  shaped  bodies,  in  the  cavities  of  which 
are  found  crystalline  groups  of  zeolite,  or  calcareous  spar. 
The  common  gi'eenstone  has  rather  an  unusual  structural 
arrangement,  this  existing  in  a  tabular  disposal,  regularly 
crossed  at  high  angles  by  a  series  of  open  fissures  which  divides 
the  mass  into  rhombic  figures,  and,  on  weathering,  indicates  a 
**  globular  concretionary  structure.**  The  clinkstone,  or  phon- 
olitic  felspar,  contain  rounded  masses  of  chlorite,  and  in  some 
places  glassy  felspar. 

Soils. — ^Tne  soil  along  the  valley  of  theBorie  generally  consists 
of  clay  loam  of  a  fertile  nature,  and  along  the  transverse  vallej'S' 
east  and  west  of  the  Strath,  the  soil  is  of  a  similar  description, 
and  equally  productive.  On  the  lower  hill  slopes,  and  where 
the  soil  is  free  of  that  tenacity  which  usually  attends  the  clay 
loams  which  overlie  the  greywacke,  or  secondary  rocks,  a  fair 
deposit  of  rich  agricultural  land  and  "  wealth  presents  itself." 
The  loamy  soils  on  the  trap,  or  greenstone  rock,  are  in  general 
productive,  but  on  the  higher  cultivated  hill  slopes,  the  chief 
gravelly  quartz  soils,  frequently  are  of  little  valua  Peat 
moss  terms  the  alluvial  deposit  which  is  very  generally 
distributed  over  a  considerable  space  in  the  eastern  parts 
of  the  barony,  where  it  is  found  chiefly  in  the  lower  lying 
grounds,  imbedding  the  remains  of  trees  and  other  vegetable 
matter  fitted  for  its  production  In  following  the  course  of 
the  Bogie  Water,  and  the  larger  streams  in  the  Braes,  few 
haughs,  or  holms,  of  any  extent  are  to  be  found,  as  in  many 

!)laces  the  knolls  and  hills  rise  abruptly  from  the  stream, 
brming  small  precipices  too  steep  for  cultivation.     The  hills 
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and  more  mountainous  parts  west  of  the  Bogie  invariably  pre- 
sent a  rounded  aspect,  with  a  few  rocky  escarpments  in  the 
extreme  west  boundary,  and  are  covered  with  tracts  of  moss 
and  heath,  occasionally  relieved  by  yellowish  grassy  stripes, 
and  those  "  patches  of  bright  green  which  indicate  the  presence 
of  springs." 

Hydrography, 

The  water  of  Ury  has  its  source  in  this  parish  on  the  hills 
of  Glennieston,  east  of  the  old  "  Castle  of  Grartlie,"  and  its  course 
is  eastward  through  the  glens  of  Foudland,  falling  into  the 
Don  at  Inverurie.  The  bogie  Water  (as  already  referred  to, 
as  dividing  the  Barony  and  the  Braes,  falls  into  the  Doveran 
below  Huntly),  forms  the  chief  outlet  for  the  drainage  of  a 
large  district,  and,  along  with  its  numerous  tributary  streams, 
affords  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  every  agricultural  purpose. 
Everywhere  tnere  is  an  abundance  of  pure  spring  water,  and 
some  strong  chalybeate  springs  issuing  from  the  greywacke. 
The  Bogie  and  its  larger  tributaries  are  well  stored  with  com- 
mon burn  trout,  and  are  considered  excellent  trouting  streams. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 
In  this  parish,  the  extent  of  ground  planted  with  trees  is  but 
smalL  In  the  fflen  of  Tillyminnet  there  are  some  clumps  of 
old  Scots  firs  ana  larch,  and  at  Culdrain  there  are  some  younger 
clumps  of  larch,  mixed  with  hardwood.  The  uncultivated 
banks  of  the  Bogie  are  clothed  with  willow  and  alder  bushes, 
and  on  the  steep  braes  and  the  lower  barren  hill  slopes,  birch 
scrub  and  juniper  bushes  relieve  the  naked  brown  heath.  In 
the  valley,  by  the  church,  there  are  some  clumps  and  comers 
planted  with  mixed  forest  trees.  At  Cothill  of  BothweUseat, 
there  is  a  large  clump  of  planting,  and  at  some  of  the  farm 
steads  there  are  clumps  of  planting,  and  old  hardwood  trees, 
otherwise,  Gartly  is  bara     Some  years  ago,  thorn  hedges  were 

Slanted  along  the  high  road,  and  others  were  laid  out  in  sub- 
ividing  some  of  the  principal  farms,  and,  as  they  have  been 
well  protected,  they  will,  in  course  of  time,  effect  a  considerable 
improvement  on  the  appearance  of  the  face  of  the  country. 

Botany. — ^The  plough  holds  universal  sway  in  the  lower 
OTounds,  and  has  penetrated  far  up  the  hill  sides,  and  as  the 
Bills  are  pastoral  and  unenclosed,  the  botanical  productions 
of  Gartly  are  devoid  of  interest 

Farms  and  Farming. 

There  is  no  resident  proprietor  in  the  parish,  excepting  the 
clergymen  and  schoolmasters  of  different  denominations,  and 
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some   house  proprietors  at  the  Gartly  Railway  Station,  the 
whole  being  let  under  lease.    The  following  abstract  will  show 
the  number  of  purely  agricultural  holdings  in  both  divisions 
of  the  parish,  in  a  classified  form,  viz. : — 
Ik  Absrdkknshisb. 

No.  «t  uid  ftbore     No.  «t  and  mbov«      No.  ax  uid  above     No.  «t  and  abore      No.  at  and  abort 

£100  £M  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent        and  under  £100.        and  under  £50.        and  under  £20l         and  under  £10. 

13  3  9  5  1 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  the  Braes  of  GarUy,  year  IS72-73,          .  £3,070  15  I 

Do.        Shootings,  where  let, 199    0  0 

I)a        Slate  Quarry,  Cottages,  and  Gardens,      ...  41     5  4 

l>o.        Small  Proi)erties  nnder  £100  of  yearly  rent,    .        .  23    0  0 

Total  value, £3,334    0    5 

In  Banffshire. 

Na  at  and  abore     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above 

£100  £M  £S0  £10  £& 

d  yearly  rent.        and  under  £100.       and  under  £50.        and  under  £20.        and  under  £ia 

9  9  6  5  6 

And  9  occnpants  of  houses  and  land  nnder  £5  of  yearly  renk 


Valuation,  or  Rent  of  the  Barony  of  Gartly,  year  1872-73, 

Do.        Shootings, 

Da        Quarry,  Cottages,  and  Gardens, 

Do.        Sm^l  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value, 

Do.        Great  North  of  Scotland  KaUway, 


£1,417  17  0 

81  10  0 

29    2  5 

98  10  6 

679    0  0 


Total  value, £2,3g  19  11 

Land  cnonera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company. 

Farming, — ^Leases  uniformly  extend  to  19  years,  and 
under  the  present  and  the  previous  19  years'  leases,  which 
commenced  m  1841,  important  improvements  in  bringing  waste 
land  into  cultivation,  furrow-drainrng,  and  enclosing,  nave  been 
executed  under  advances  made  by  the  landlord,  charging  the 
tenants  a  moderate  of  interest  on  the  outlav.  The  furrow 
drains,  at  the  outset,  were  laid  chiefly  with  brick,  tiles,  and 
loose  stones,  but  latterly  pipes  have  been  used.  The  new  land 
generalljr  had  to  be  drained,  and  afterwards  ploughed,  very 
little  of  it  requiring  trenching,  as  there  were  but  few  stones  in 
it.  The  more  recently  formed  enclosures  consist  of  broad 
earthen,  sunk  for  hedges,  with  wooden  paling  rails  on  each 
side ;  the  older  fences,  consisting  of  stone  dykes,  but  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  a  scarcity  of  stones,  they  are  of  limited  extent 
The  usual  rotation  of  cropping  is  that  of  the  sixth  shift-course, 
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which  allows  only  one  ^ain  crop  to  be  taken  after  the  third 
year's  grass,  and  is  considered  suitable  to  the  soil  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  principal  cereal  crops  are  oats  and  barley,  chiefly 
the  former.  Wheat  is  not  sown  in  the  "Aucht-ana-forty."* 
Generally  the  farm  houses  are  of  a  superior  description.  They 
have  been  built  according  to  plans  sanctioned  by  the  proprie- 
tors* Commissioner,  and  are  commodious  buildings  witn  slated 
roofs,  and  most  of  them  have  thrashing-machines  attached, 
which  are  chiefly  propelled  by  water-power. 

Cattle. — ^The  native  breed  of  cattle  are  the  Aberdeenshire 
homed,  or  the  Buchan  polled,  and  when  crossed  with  short- 
horn bulls  the  produce  is  a  cross  animal,  which,  for  flesh-form- 
ing qualities  and  coming  early  to  maturity  has  no  equal.  Most 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  in  this  part  of  Strathbogie  keep 
fine  animals  of  both  breeds,  and  are  at  great  pains  to  keep 
them  distinct,  as  first  crosses  are,  here  as  well  as  elsewhere, 
considered  to  be  the  best  both  for  store  and  feeding  animals. 
A  few  flocks  of  sheep  are  kept  by  the  farmers  on  the  hills  of 
the  Barony  and  the  Braes.  Some  of  them  are  grazed  all  the 
year  round,  others  are  only  wintered.  The  stock  usually  kept 
are  of  the  Linton  or  blackfaced  breed,  and  of  the  Cheviot ;  but 
Gartly  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  a  sheep  country. 

Mills,  <bc. — There  is  one  com-grinoinff  mill  within  the  pa- 
rish ;  and  the  slate  quarries  occupy  but  few  people. 

Mansion  Houses. 
There  are  no  mansion  houses  in  the  parish.  The  Manse  is 
an  old  but  commodious  building,  attached  to  which  there  is  a 
large  glebe.  The  Church  is  a  plain  substantial  building,  very 
centrically  situated  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  is  seated  for  about  500. 

Boads, 

The  old  high  road  leading  fi*om  Huntly  to  bridge  of  Alford, 
by  Clatt,  across  the  Suie  Hul  and  the  turnpike  road  (which  is 
the  same  throughout  the  parish)  from  Huntly  to  Donside,  by 
Rhynie  and  Lumsden  Village,  runs  along  the  water  of  Bogie, 
and  fairly  accommodates  the  country.  Branch  roads  lead  east 
and  west  of  the  Strath,  but  they  are  only  for  accommodating 
the  outward  lying  divisions  of  the  parish. 

The  Gartly  Station  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway 

*  '*  Strathbogie  was  of  old  divided  into  forty-eiffht  Davachs,  each  contain- 
ing aa  much  as  four  ploughs  could  till  in  a  year.  The  ' Ancht-and-forty  Danch 
of  Huntly  in  still  spoken  of  in  the  North,  and  by  the  natives  of  the  district 
with  affectionate  remembrance."— Scotch  Legal  Antiquities,  fiy  Cosmo  Innes. 
1872. 
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18  within  one  milo  of  the  church,  and  the  Railway  Station  is 
35}  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  5  miles  from  Huntly. 

Fairs,  Inns,  and  Alehouses, 
There  are  no  Fairs  or  Markets  held  within  the  parish,  and 
only  one  Inn  or  Alehouse,  which  is  at  the  Railway  Station. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OP 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  GARTLY  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  AneBtmeDts,       ....      £470  17    8 
Da    from  Moriificatioiifl»  and  all  otho*  toarceB,      12    5  10 


£483    3    6 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  .  £355  1  2^ 

Relief  of  Casual  Poor, 6  3  0 

Medical  Relief, 12  12  11 

Manaffement, 32  5  6} 

Law  Expenses,  .  46  6  6 

On  Buildingi  not  being  authorised,  3  10  2 

Balance  in  hand,   ....  28  4  2 


£4&1    3    6 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OP  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Popatetton 
In 

laei. 

Relieifwl  during  the  yev. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  reUef. 

GamialFoor. 

Tataom 

Males. 

FteialeB. 

ToUI. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Other 
Casual 
Ptoor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

or 
hmnt. 

1,029 

11 

29 

40 

27 

4 

4 

4 

6 

2 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  tlie 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  two  elected 
members  on  the  Board. 


II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

About  the  middle  of  the  12th  century,  the  Barony  of  Gartly 
belonged  to  the  Barclays,  who  were  descended  from  John  de 
Berkeley,  lord  of  Berkeley  Castle,  in  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror.  The  Berkeleys,  or  Barclays,  came  to  the  north  of 
Scotland  about  the  same  time  as  the  Gordons  and  the  Leslies, 
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and  during  the  reign  of  Princess  Margaret,  settled  in  Gartly. 
The  Barons  of  Gartly  were  hereditary  high  sheritts  of  Banffshire, 
and  had  large  estates  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  often  resided 
in  Banff"  Castle ;  and,  although  situated  in  Aberdeenshire,  the 
barony  of  Grartly  was,  by  their  request,  made  a  part  and  portion 
of  the  county  of  Banff*,  to  which,  for  certain  purposes  oi  rating, 
it  still  pertains. 

Andrew  Berkeley,  Laird  of  Garentullie  (1385),  gave  the  lands 
of  Melrose  (Gamrie),  to  Janet  de  Berkeley,  widow  of  Sir  John 
of  Monymous,  knignt.  in  (quittance  of  certain  lands  of  her  father, 
John  R^rkeley.  The  family  also  possessed  the  lands  of  Fintray 
and  Craig  Fintray  (Craigston),  in  the  parish  of  King-Edward, 
and  of  Drumwhindle  and  others  about  Ellon ;  and  were  a  very 
powerful  family  previous  to  and  during  the  reign  of  Robert  the 
First. 

With  their  relative,  David,  Earl  of  Huntingdon  and  Garioch, 
the  Barclays  led  their  followers  and  shared  in  the  disasters  of 
the  "  Holy  War,"  and  the  tradition  is,  that  they  led  forth  500 
men  with  them,  and  returned  with  only  10. 

In  M*Pherson*s  preface  to  Wyntoun's  "  Cronikyl  of  Scotland," 
it  is  mentioned  that  Schyr  Patrik  Barclav,  of  ToUie  (Towie), 
married  "  ane  dochter  of  Gfartlie  with  great  honour  and  dimity." 
By  this  marriage  with  the  heiress  of  Gartly,  the  properties  be- 
came united,  but  did  not  long  continue  so,  the  eldest  son  suc- 
ceeding to  Gartly,  and  the  second  became  laird  of  Towie.  In 
the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  the  Barclays  were  warm  partisans  of 
that  unfortunate  Princess.  They,  however,  joined  the  Earls  of 
Huntly  and  Errol  in  their  rebellion  against  the  regent,  and  a 
Colonel  Barclay,  who  resided  in  Spain,  conducted  the  negotia- 
tions with  that  court,  in  what  was  called  the  "  Spanish  plot." 
On  the  suppression  of  this  rebellion,  the  estates  of  the  Barclays 
of  Gartly  were  confiscated,  and  those  of  any  note  took  refuge 
in  France  and  Spain. 

The  old  ballad  of  the  "  Baronne  o'  Gairtly,"  afraament,  as  it 
is  called,  of  58  verses,  written  in  the  genuine  dialect  of  the 
country,  gives  a  graphic  description  of  the  reckless  warlike 
chief  of  those  days,  but  we  have  only  room  for  a  few  verses : — 

"  'TwAB  in  abut  nicht's  weerty  hour, 
Nae  meen  nor  stars  gae  light, 
Qahain  Qairtley's  haul  and  beirly  Baronne 
Red  hemward  thro'  the  nicht. 

Sturdy  was  that  Baronne's  speir, 

Deadly  his  battle  bran, 
Bocht  nae  man  bide  aneth  the  straik 

0'  his  upUfted  hau'. 
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Frae  hie  weir  cape  thre  black  fethers, 

Nod  owre  bis  dark  brun  bru. 
Durst  nae  man  speir  quhain  be  tbem  gat, 

Or  be  bad  cause  to  rue. 

His  mayle  o'  stele,  frae  neck  to  heel, 

Wi'  witchin'  spel  was  boun*, 
'Twas  claspM  sae  fast,  weirs  deidliest  blast, 

Nane  cud  that  Baronne  woua'. 

On  coal  black  steid,  wi'  fierious  speid. 

The  Baronne  he  spurred  on, 
Kae  grusome  gaist  nor  black  boodie 

Cud  fleg  that  bold  Baronne, 

Frae  the  black  visart  o'  the  lift, 

The  fyre  iiaucht  sleeds  the  skie, 
Ye're  welcome,  quo  the  bold  Baronne, 

To  licht  me  on  my  wye. 

Athwart  the  lift  the  thun'er  rair'd, 

Wi'  awfu'  hottrin'  din, 
'Twill  wauken  the  wardmen  on  my  wa' 

To  lat  their  lord  win  in. 

The  Baronne  reach't  the  wan  water 

Or  he  drew  brydle  ryne, 
An'  the  rowtin'  o'  that  dark  water 

Wud  hae  fley't  ten  thousand  men. 

*Twud  hae  fley't  a'  but  the  haul  Baronne, 

But  the  never  a  fear  fear't  he, 
Tho'  the  first  step  the  Baronne's  horse  gae. 

It  wat  him  to  the  knee. 

The  neist  step  the  Baronne's  horse  gae, 

Cam'  owr  the  saddle  bow. 
Its  like  we  twa  will  weet  our  feet 

Afore  that  we  win  throw,"  ftc. 

"  The  supernatural  ajgency  brought  to  bear  by  the  "  Baul 
Baronne,"  lorms  the  principal  theme  of  the  remainder  of  the 
ballad,  and  the  concluding  verse,  summing  up  the  catastrophe 
which  it  records,  may  be  applied  with  perfect  truth  to  the 
ruined  castle  of  Gartly  of  the  present  day    : — 

''  Lang  has  the  Castel  bleached  i'  the  win'. 
Yet  quhiter  it  winna  be, 
But  the  wild  fieurs  bla'  on  the  reefles  wa', 
And  corbies  build  ther  aeyrie.'' 

Ill— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  centrically  situated  for  most  of  the 
parishioners.  The  Manse,  garden,  and  glebe,  are  valued  at 
£47  a-year.  Stipend  about  £212.  Unappropriated  teinds  are 
valued  at  £70.  The  schoolmaster's  house  and  garden  are  valued 
at  £16  ;  and  the  female  school  teacher's  house  at  £4.  The  Free 
Church  Manse  and  garden  are  valued  at  £15;  and  the  school 
teacher's  house  at  £4. 
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School  Board. — There  are  five  members  upon  the  Board — 
John  Wilson,  Castlepark,  Huntly,  is  chairman ;  Andrew  Mac- 
pherson,  Gibston,  clerk.  School  Rate,  2f  d.  per  £.  Bible  and 
Catechism  taught  There  are  three  schools  in  the  parish  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board.  At  the  public  school  there  are 
53  scholars ;  at  the  Free  Church  school  there  are  34,  and  at  the 
Female  school  there  are  61.  Population  of  the  parish,  1871, 
1,029. 

Bequests. — There  was  collected  by  the  kirk-session,  during 
the  year  ended  14th  May,  1871,  the  sum  of  £15  17s.  lOid.,  but 
no  part  of  that  sum  was  expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Parochial  Registers. — Until  very  recently  these  have  not  ueen 
regularly  kept 

IV.— EMINENT  MEN. 

John  Barclay,  was  a  son  of  William  Barclay,  who  was  laird  of 
Gartly  in  1582.  He  was  a  man  of  learning  and  genius,  but  very 
eccentric.  He  was  the  author  of  "  Mar  by  all  the  Muses  loved," 
professor  of  law  in  the  University  of  Anders,  and  author  of  the 
well  known  treatise,  "  De  Regno  et  Regaii  Potestate,"  and  pub- 
lished the  severest  satires  against  the  Priests  and  Jesuits  ever 
written  since  the  days  of  Juvenal.  He  was  bom  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, in  1546,  and  died  at  Rome  in  1605.  The  life  of  John 
Barclav  lias  been  written  by  Lord  Hailes,  and  a  memoir  of  him, 
as  well  as  that  of  his  father,  will  be  found  in  Dr.  Irving's  Lives 
of  Scottish  Writers,  vol  I.  pp.  210-216,  371-384. 

v.— ANTIQUITIES. 

Above  the  farm  houses  of  Bralandknows  there  is  the  site  of  an 
old  chapel  and  burying  ground,  long  since  disused ;  and  in  the 
Cothill  of  Bothwellseat  there  is  "  Bruce*s  Howe,"  and  the  re- 
mains of  entrenchments  supposed  to  have  been  occupied  as 
outposts  by  Bruce*s  troops  at  the  battle  of  Sliach. 

Of  the  ancient  castle  ot  Gartly,  we  have  little  but  va^e  tradi- 
tion, and  the  only  historical  event  we  have  to  record  is,  that  it 
was  occupied  for  a  night  by  Queen  Mary,  on  her  return  from 
the  north  in  1562,  after  she  had  declined  the  hospitality  offered 
her  by  the  Earl  of  Huntly  in  the  castle  of  Strathbogie.  Here, 
Mary  Stuart,  Scotland's  own  Queen,  with  all  her  faults,  real  or 
imputed,  passed  a  night,  rather  than  remain  in  the  palace  of  a 
rebellious  nobleman,  and  now  there  is  no  c^uaint  looking  room 
to  point  out  as  Queen  Mary's  chamber,  all  is  ruin  and  dilapida- 
tion. 

"  Ruin  is  thein,  and  hers  a  tomb  ; 
But  bettor  boon  benignant  heaven, 
To  faith  and  charity  naa  given." 
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PARISH  OF  GLASS. 


Presbytery  of  Strathbogie — Synod  of  Moray. 


Eiyviclogy. 
The  parish  derives  its  name  from  the  Gaelic,  Ol^is,  which 
signifies  arey,  and  as  it  is  variegated  by  a  number  of  grey  and 
green  hills,  the  name  is  verv  appropriate.     The  Gaelic  and  the 
English  are  pronounced  aUka 

BouTidaries. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  parish  of  Caimie ;  on  the 
east  by  the  parish  of  Huntly ;  on  the  south  by  the  upper  portion 
of  the  parisii  which  lies  in  Banffshire ;  and  on  the  west  by  the 
parishes  of  Mortlach  and  Botriplinie,  also  in  Banffshire. 

Extent 
The  greatest  breadth  of  the  parish,  in  a  direct  line,  from  the 
source  of  the  Gordon's  bum,  in  Huntly,  to  the  Ardonald  Hills, 
in  Cairnie,  is  nearly  four  miles ;  and  the  greatest  length,  from 
east  to  west,  also  in  a  direct  line,  is  a  little  over  five  miles.  The 
whole  area  in  Aberdeenshire  is  estimated  at  8,920  acres. 

Topography, 
The  parish  is  intersected  from  south  to  north  by  the  Doveran, 
which  runs  in  a  deep  vallejr  throughout.  The  hifls  of  Aswanley 
and  of  Parks,  east  of  the  river,  rising  to  a  considerable  eleva- 
tion toward  the  braes  of  Gartlv  boundary ;  while  those  on 
the  west  of  the  Doveran  rise  nrom  the  valley  of  the  river, 
and  the  southern  bounding  stream  of  Glenmarkie  into  the  high 
western  ridges  of  Grassmaul,  or  Corsemail,  bounding  with 
Mortlach,  and  to  the  northern  bounding  hills  of  Araonald, 
which  form  a  continuation  of  the  ridge  running  westwards  from 
theBeinn  Hill  in  Cairnie  to  the  hills  of  Drummuir,  inBotriphnie, 
The  highest  point  on  this  range  being  1,000  feet  above  sea  level 
The  lowermost  point  in  the  parish  on  the  Doveran,  at  the  bum 
of  Artloch,  is  about  530  feet ;  and  the  highest  point  at  Park  of 
Aswanley,  is  615  feet  above  sea  level.  The  tops  of  the  higher 
hills  are  rocky  and  rugged,  and  are  covered  with  heath,  inter- 
spersed with  stripes  of  coarse  grass.  The  lower  uncultivated 
hill  slopes  are  also  rugged,  but  covered  with  finer  grasses, 
natural  birch,  and  juniper  bushes,  with  birch  and  alder  trees 
along  the  valley  of  the  river. 
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Geology  and  SoUs. 

Syenite,  composed  much  of  the  same  ingredients  as  green- 
stone, but  with  a  larger  amount  of  felspar,  occupies  the  valley 
and  lower  hills  of  Glass,  and  can  be  traced  from  the  Beinn 
Hill  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Glenmarkie.  The  western 
hills  of  Grassmaul  are  composed  of  quartz  rock,  and  form  a 
part  of  the  great  granular  quartz  ridge  which  runs  from  the 
Ballach  in  Caimie,  in  a  direct  line  to  the  higher  mountain  of 
Cook's  Cairn  at  the  top  of  Glen  Fiddich  in  Banffshire.  The 
hills  of  Aswanley,  east  of  the  Doveran,  are  chiefly  composed  of 
rock  of  the  greywacke  series — clay  slate  appearing  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  river  and  quartz  veins  on  the  higher  ground  in  the 
direction  of  the  western  boundary  of  Gartly.  The  chief  de- 
posits of  white  quartz  appear  on  the  western  hills,  while  in 
the  valley  of  the  river,  m  the  clay  slate  strata,  a  dark  bluish 
quartz  rock  appears  along  with  the  veins  of  white  massive 
quartz ;  and  at  other  points  where  the  quartz  traverses  the 
greywacke  strata,  it  appears  of  a  flesh-red  colour,  more  or  less 
coloured  with  ferruginous  matter.  Veins  of  crystaline  Ume- 
stone  traverse  the  western  division  of  the  parish,  which  lies 
in  the  same  line  of  direction,  and  are  associated  with  the 
limestone  beds  of  Ardonald  in  the  neighbouring  parish  of 
Caimie. 

Soils, — ^The  lower  parts  of  the  parish  on  the  Doveran  have 
generally  smooth  sloping  declivities  towards  the  river,  and  the 
soil  consists  of  good  yellow  loam  upon  gravel,  or  decomposed 
rock  of  the  nature  of  the  subjacent  strata,  yielding  fair  crops 
of  oats  and  bear.  The  soil,  upon  the  higher  parts  east  and 
west  of  the  valley,  is  of  a  lighter  quality  on  quartzy  gravel  and 
clay ;  much  of  it  being  poor,  it  is  only  fit  for  pasture. 

Hydrography, 

The  Doveran  partly  bounds  and  intersects  the  Aberdeenshire 
portion  of  this  parish,  from  south  to  north,  for  a  distance  of 
about  four  miles,  following  the  windings  of  the  stream,  and  it 
forms  the  outfall  for  the  drainage  of  the  greater  portion  of  the 
parish.  On  the  eastern  division,  the  tributary  streams  are 
the  bum  of  Artlach,  which  bounds  the  parish  with  Huntly, 
and  the  bums  of  Aswanley  and  Parks  on  the  south.  On  the 
western  division  there  is  the  County  bounding  stream  of  Glen- 
markie* and  the  bum  of  Glass,  and  other  small  streams  which 
fall  into  the  Doveran  below  the  church.  The  Doveran  is  well 
stored  with  yellow,  or  common  burn  trout,  and  excellent  rod- 

*  In  Gaelic — Qlen-mairCf  signifies  **  the  gUnqf  the  Jiorscs,** 
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fishing  is  to  be  had.  Salmon  are  found  to  ascend  the  river  in 
September  and  October  for  the  purpose  of  spawning.  The 
smaller  streams  and  numerous  perennial  springs  afford  an 
abundant  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and  affricultural  pur- 
poses. Besides  the  corn-grinding  and  saw  miUs  of  Invermar- 
tie,  and  a  woollen  mill,  most  of  the  thrashing  mills  within  the 
parish  are  propelled  by  water-power. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany, 
There  are  a  few  plantations  of  Scots  firs  and  larch  standing 
on  the  lower  hill  tops,  which  afford  an  agreeable  variety  to  the 
natural  birch  and  alders  fringing  the  valley  and  the  smaller 
glens  east  and  west  of  the  river,  but  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
parish  is  bare.  In  the  valley,  by  the  church,  there  are  some 
fine  old  hardwood  trees,  which,  along  with  some  plantations 
and  natural  birch  along  the  hill  sides,  and  with  a  fine  diversity 
of  hill  and  dale,  the  scenery  in  summer  is  very  pleasant.     • 

Farms  and  Farming, 
The  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agri- 
cultural holdino[s  within  the  Aberdeenshire  division  of  the  pa- 
rish in  a  classified  form,  viz. : — 

No.  At  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     No.  at.  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £5 

of  yearly  rent.         and  under  £100.        and  under  £fiO.        and  under  £20.         and  under  £10. 

3  7  36  9  12 

And  4  occupants  of  boases  and  land  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 

Valuation,  or  Bent  of  Land  in  the  Parish  of  Glass,  year  1872-73,  £2,396  13  0 

Do.        Woodlands, 3  15  0 

Do.        Shootinffs  and  Fishings, 110    0  0 

Do.        Mills,  Manufactories,  Market  Customs,  &c.,          .  30    0  0 

Do.        Small  Properties  under  £100  of  yearly  value,         .  62  12  0 

Do.        Small  Tenemeuts  under  £4  of  yearly  rent,     .  46  14  6 

Total  value, £2,649  14    6 

Land  oivnera  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Trustees  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Fife. 
And  5  proprietors  of  houses  and  land  whose  rents  or  value  is  under  £100  a-year. 

Farming. — Leases  in  general  run  for  19  years.  The  ro- 
tation of  cropping  varies  according  to  soil  and  situation,  but 
the  most  common  is  that  of  the  fifth-shift  course.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  farms,  or  holdings,  are  rented  under  £50  a-year ; 
but  a  great  many  of  these  small  tenants  have  portions  of  the  hill 
grazings  attached,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  simimer  pas- 
ture a  considerable  number  of  extra  stock,  selling  oflF  tneir 
surplus  in  autumn. 
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The  soil  on  the  lower  grounds  is  fertile,  and  produces  excel- 
lent crops  of  oats  and  bear,  and,  by  the  application  of  bone- 
manure,  excellent  crops  of  turnips  are  grown.  On  the  hill 
sides,  the  soil  is  lighter  and  not  so  fertile,  and,  as  much  of  it  is 
spongy  and  wet,  the  crops  are  generally  poor.  Generally  speak- 
ing, a  great  part  of  the  best  land  is  enclosed  by  stone  dykes, 
although  many  of  them  appear  to  be  of  a  primitive  kind, 
^  The  farm  buildings,  in  general,  are  not  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion. Few  of  them  are  slated,  consequently  a  great  quantity 
of  straw  must  be  annually  consumed  on  thatch,  whicn  would 
be  more  profitably  used  as  provender  for  cattle.  The  remedy- 
ing of  this  state  of  matters,  however,  entirely  rests  with  the 
landlord. 

Cattle  stock  are  chiefly  of  the  Aberdeenshire  black-horned, 
but  they  are  generally  crossed  with  shorthorns,  which  im- 
proves the  native  breed  for  feeding  purposes.  A  considerable 
number  of  sheep,  chiefly  the  black-faced  'breed,  are  pastured 
on  the  hills  in  summer,  and  some  are  kept  on  the  lower  groimds 
in  winter. 

Mansion  Houses. 

The  only  mansion  house  within  the  parish  is  the  Shooting 
Lodge  of  Glenmarkie,  which  is  let  with  the  shootings.  It  is 
but  a  small  building,  only  worth  £20  a-year.  The  Manse  was 
built  in  1843,  and  is  a  very  elegant  commodious  residence,  to 
which  there  is  attached  an  excellent  garden  and  good  glebe. 
The  Church  was  built  in  1790,  and  is  a  large  substantial  build- 
ing, quite  equal  to  the  population  of  the  parish. 

Roads. 

The  chief  road  from  Huntly  to  the  Cabrach  passes  through 
the  parish,  and  runs  alon^  the  west  bank  of  the  Doveran  for  a 
distance  of  about  four  miles.  Another  road,  which  branches 
off  it,  leads  across  the  western  hills  by  Grassmaul  to  the  lower 
valley  of  the  Fiddich  and  to  Duff'town.  These  roads  are  hilly 
and  steep  in  many  places,  but  of  late  years  they  have  been 
kept  in  a  pretty  eood  state  of  repair. 

The  church  of  Glass  is  about  six  miles  from  the  Huntly 
Station  of  the  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway,  and  it  is  40^ 
miles  from  Aberdeen. 

Markets  and  Fairs. 

An  annual  Market  is  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday of  July  (0.  S.)  for  the  sale  of  cattle  and  sheep. 
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Inns  and  Alehouses, 
There  are  two  Public  Houses  and  four  Shops  licensed  to  re- 
tail spirits,  porter,  and  ales  within  both  divisions  of  the  parish. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITORE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF 

THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  GLASS,  DURING  THE  YEAR 

ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871. 

Receipts  from  AasesBmentB,        ....      £271  19    6} 
Do.      from  MortdficatioDS,  and  all  other  Bources,       15  10    2 

£287    9    8» 

ErprndUure, 
Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Registered,  . 
Relief  of  Casual  Poor,         .... 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

Balance  in  hand,    . 


£174  15 

H 

6 

9 

0 

11 

11 

8 

22 

4 

104 

72 

8 

10* 

£287    9    Sj 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY.  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 
in 

laei. 

Believed  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  relief. 

Ossual  Poor. 

FUaooa 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
anta. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depcnd- 
anta. 

Otiier 
Casual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

or 
Insane. 

1,049 

9 

19 

28 

18 

6 

4 

3 

3 

4 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Yic.,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  two 
elected  members  or  managers  on  the  Board. 

II.— CIVIL  HISTORy. 


On  the  bounding  hills  with  Caimie,  tradition  points  to  Caim- 
more,  or  the  Large  Cairn,  and  to  the  Green-hill,  and  the  Black- 
hill,  where  battles  were  fought — 


'  Though  tunes  are  | 
The  crested  Chief 


Eone  when  o'er  the  porple  heath 
ed  on  his  tartan*d  iNind,'' — 


but  whether  they  were  led  on  to  fight  in  the  feuds  of  faction, 
or  with  the  more  honourable  intention  of  fighting  against  a 
common  foe,  history  is  silent.  On  the  Ba-muir,  it  is  said,  the 
inhabitants  of  Glass  and  neighbouring  parishes  were  in  the 
habit  of  meeting  to  contend  against  each  other  in  the  game 
of  football. 

In  early  times,  the  territorial  lairds,  or  lords,  in  Glass,  were 
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the  Gordons  of  Caimborrow  and  Edinglassie,  and  the  Cruick- 
shanks  of  Aswanley.  One  of  the  (>uickshanks,  Elizabeth, 
being,  it  is  said,  the  mother  of  Jock  and  Tain  Gordon,  sons  of 
Sir  John  Gordon,  Lord  of  Strathbolgy  *  The  eldest  son,  Jock, 
became  John  Gordon  of  Scurdarg,  m  Rhynie,  of  whom  "  are 
descended  many  gentlemen,"  as  Fevierius  says,  "  of  consider- 
able estates."  The  other  brother,  Tam  o'  Riven,  or  Thomas 
Gordon  of  Ruthven,  who,  by  several  wives,  had  18  sons, 
of  whom  are  descended  a  numerous  offspring  of  brave  gentle- 
inen.f  The  lands  of  Caimborrow  and  Aswamey  (Edinglassie  is 
in  Banflfehire)  are  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  File,  who  is 
descended  from  Baron  Braco  of  Kilbryde,  County  Cavan,  in  the 
Peerage  of  Ireland,  and  the  present  'Earl  has  the  title  of  Baron 
Skene  in  the  Peerage  of  Great  Britain. 


III.— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  centrically  situated  for  the  parishioners 
in  both  Counties.    The  Manse  and  domestic  offices  are  valued 

*  Sir  John  Oordon  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Otterbum,  which  was  fought 
between  the  BSarls  of  Douglas  and  Northumberland,  at  which  the  former  was 
defeated,  and  many  of  the  leading  men  in  Scotland  were  slain.  He  left  two 
daughters,  bom  to  him  by  the  daughter  of  Lord  Somerval,  and  that  one  of  them 
■aoceeded  to  the  estates  of  her  father.  Elizabeth  Gordon,  the  elder  of  the 
two,  and  heiress,  '*  married  Alexander,  second  son  of  Sir  WilUun  Seton  of 
Wynton,  an  ancient  and  illustrious  family."  This  lady's  husband  fought  at 
Harlaw  in  1411.  His  son  laid  aside  the  name  of  Seton,  according  to  his  mo- 
ther's marriage  contract,  assumed  that  of  Qordon,  and  was  creatmi  first  Earl 
of  Hnntly  in  1449,  **  joining  to  the  three  Boar's  heads  (the  arms  of  Gordon)^ 
three  Crescents  (the  arms  of  Seton),  together  with  the  arms  of  Fraser." — Trans- 
aetioM  of  the  Spalding  Club,  **  Gordoirs  Scots  Affairs,"  Appendix  to  Preface, 
Na  1. 

t  In  the  Appendix  to  the  volume  of  the  Transactions,  above  quoted,  origi- 
nally drawn  up  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Leslie,  a  writing  master  in  Aberdeen,  it  is  nar- 
rated that  by  John  of  Scurdarg  came  the  families  and  houses  of  Straloch,  or 
Pitlnrg ;  Caimborrow,  in  Olass ;  Haddo,  or  Methlic  ;  Buckie  ;  Auchindoir,  or 
Craig ;  Lessmore,  Rhjrnie ;  TUlerminit,  Gartly ;  Knockespock,  Clatt ;  and 
others.  He  is  there  said  to  have  had  dwellings  in  Strathbbgie,  Bnchan,  and 
Mar. 

"  Balvenv,  Cults,  and  Cluny  Moir, 
Auchindroin,  and  many  more" 
are  said  to  have  been  possessed  by  *'  Tam  o'  Kiven,"  or  Thomas  Gordon  of 
Ruthven,  brother  of  Jonn  of  Scurdarg. 

Gordon  of  Straloch  affirms  "that  John  and  Thomas,  commonly  caUed  Jock  and 
Tam,  were  not  brothers,  but  uncles  to  the  heiress,  and  lawful  sons  to  Sir  John 
Gordon  of  Huntly  (but  he  does  not  give  their  maternity),  and  were  secluded 
from  the  succession,  because  entailing  of  estates  to  heirs-males  was  not  then, 
nor  lon^  after,  in  use  in  Scotland."  "  But,"  Straloch  further  says,  "  what- 
ever be  m  that,  this  I  am  sure  of,  that  from  them  are  descended  a  very  numer- 
ous race  of  brave  and  loyal  sentlemen,  who  have  invariably  signalised  them- 
selves, whenever  their  king,  their  country,  or  their  chief's  interest  called  them 
to  it." 

2P 
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at  £20,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  £13.  Stipend,  £228  6s. 
Unappronriated  teiuds,  £217  8s.  8d.  The  parochial  school- 
master 8  nouse  and  garden  are  valued  at  £10 ;  and  the  female 
school  t<jacher  8  house  at  £4.  The  Free  Church  Manse  and 
ganlen  are  valued  at  £15  12s. 

Hchool  BoanL — There  are  five  members  upon  the  Board — 
Mr.  Stewart,  Fife  Keith,  is  chairman ;  Arthur  Stephen,  Glass, 
clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  9d.  per  £.  Bible  and  Cate- 
chism taught.  At  the  Glass  public  school  there  are  two 
teachers  and  132  scholars.  Population  of  the  parish,  1871, 1,04-9. 

Bequests. — Amount  of  monies  arising  from  church  collec- 
tions during  the  year  ended  14th  May,  1871,  £13  15s.  IJd., 
but  no  part  of  that  sum  was  expended  on  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Parochial  Registers, — ^These  do  not  appear  to  have  been  re- 
gularly kept  until  within  a  short  period. 

Church  ScttlcmeTits. — Previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Duguid,  the  present  incumbent  had  for  some  time  served 
as  cure,  or  assistant,  in  the  parish.  But  on  the  2nd  March, 
1842,  the  Presbyter}'  of  Stratlibogie  met  at  Huntly,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  a  presentation  in  his  favoiur  from  the 
patron,  to  the  church  and  parish,  and  that  his  settlement 
should  take  place  on  the  17th  of  same  month;  and  arranging 
for  further  proceedings  of  the  settlement.  Sometime  before 
the  17th,  a  detachment  of  the  71st  regiment  had  been  stationed, 
at  Huntly,  in  case  of  any  attempted  repetition  of  the  scan- 
dalous scenes  which  had  so  recently  taken  place  at  Culsalmond. 
Sheriff'  Murray,  Mr.  Simpson,  procurator  fiscal,  and  Captain  An- 
derson, of  the  rural  police,  nad  their  station  at  Keith,  as  a 
precautionary  measure,  as  well  as  to  show  that  Government 
were  determined  to  support  the  Stratlibogie  clergymen,  who 
were  afterwards  deposed  by  the  General  Assembly  for  induct- 
ing the  Rev.  Mr.  Etiwards  to  the  church  of  Marnoch  in  the  face 
of  a  reclaiming  congregation. 

The  Presbytery  duly  met.  Rev.  Mr.  Thpmson  of  Keith  being 
moderator,  "  Thomas  Jklmer,  Esq.,  commissioner  for  the  Duke 
of  Richmond,  appeared  and  laid  on  the  table  a  presentation 
by  his  Grace  in  favour  of  the  Rev.  William  Du^id,  preacher 
of  the  gospel  ;**  which  presentation,  together  with  the  other 
requisite  documents,  were  unanimously  sustained,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  AUardyce  of  Rhynie  was  appointed  to  preach  at  Glass,  to 
moderate  in  a  call  to  Mr.  Duguid  on  the  17tn  curt. 

Tlie  military  at  Huntly  were  kept  closely  within  quar- 
ters, ready  to  be  called  out ;  a  party  of  the  rural  police  was 
stationed  at  the  inn,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  church,  in 
case  their  interference  might  be  found  necessary.    The  Rev. 
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Mr.  AUardyce  took  as  his  text  1  John  iii.  7,  "  Little  children, 
let  no  man  deceive  you  :  he  that  doeth  righteousness  is  right- 
eous, even  as  He  is  righteous."  The  church  was  numerously 
and  respectably  attended  by  the  parishioners,  and  after  sermon 
and  the  usual  formalities  had  been  gone  through,  every  thing 
passed  off  in  the  most  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

At  the  close  of  the  service,  Mr.  Duguid  proceeded  to  one  of 
the  doors  of  the  church,  where  he  had  to  remain  nearly  half- 
an-hour  receiving  the  congratulations  of  his  parishioners,  who 
eagerly  and  affectionately  crowded  round  him  for  the  purpose. 
So  ended  the  last  presentation  to  the  church,  and  settlement  of 
a  minister  in  the  parish  of  Glass. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

Cairn-more,  or  "  the  Great  Cairn,"  tradition  says,  marks  the 
place  where  the  leader,  or  chief,  in  some  unknown  battle  fell, 
and  was  buried ;  and  along  the  northern  face  of  the  Blackhill, 
there  are  trenches  or  hoflows  which  bear  the  name  of  the 
Dead  Roads,  from  the  circumstance  that  here,  it  is  said,  the 
battle  was  fought,  and  in  these  trenches  the  dead  bodies  of 
those  who  fell  in  the  battle,  were  buried — 

"  We  know  no  more — ^the  tongnes  which  once  drew  echoes  from  the  hill, 
WiU  speak  no  more  to  mortal  ear — they're  silent  aU  and  still." 

In  early  times,  pilgrims  were  wont  to  visit  the  Walla  Kirk 
of  Glass  and  its  Saint's  Well,  and  in  more  modem  times  a 
singular  superstition  existed  in  the  district,  was  that  of  kind- 
ling mid-fire,  that  is  of  rubbing  two  pieces  of  wood  togetlier ; 
which  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  curing  diseased  cattle. 


PARISH  OF  GLENBUCKET. 


Presbytery  of  Alford — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology. 

This  parish,  we  believe,  derives  its  name  from  the  Gaelic — 
Gleann-a-bhuie,  which  means  "  the  small  glen  of  the  buck  " 
Oleann  signifying  a  small  glen  or  valley,  and  the  affix  a-bhuic, 


GOO  TOPOQRAPHT. 

*'of  the  buck''  OtheiiB  suppose  the  name  'to  be  derived  from 
(Ueann^midhe,  which  signities  **  the  gleu  of  the  yellow  stream," 
but  may  also  be  translated  as  ''the  fortunate  or  propitious  glen." 
Tradition,  however,  {joints  out  the  remains  of  a  chapel  or 
place  of  worship,  which  is  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  Cab- 
rach,  and  that  Glenbucket  formed  a  part  of  that  parish  ;  we 
are,  therefore,  inclined  to  believe  that  it  derived  its  name  from 
the  "  moimtain  of  the  Buck,''  which  stands  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  top  of  Glenbucket. 

Boundaries. 

The  parish  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  mountains  of  In- 
veravon  and  Cabrach  in  Banffshire,  and  those  of  the  Cabrach 
in  Aberdeenshire ;  on  the  east  it  is  bounded  by  that  portion  of 
Glenkindie  which  forms  a  detached  portion  of  Stratndon  |>a- 
rish ;  on  the  south  it  is  bounded  by  the  river  Don  and  part  of 
Tarland;  and  on  the  west  by  the  mountains  of  Newe  and 
Auchemach  in  Strathdon. 

Extent 

Glenbucket  extends  from  the  river  Don  to  the  Banfi&liire 
bounding  mountains  on  the  north,  and  in  a  direct  line  the 
distance  is  about  7  miles.  The  extreme  breadth  fix)m  east  to 
west,  measured  alon^  the  northern  range  of  mountains,  is  about 
4  J  miles,  while  the  breadth  of  the  parish  along  the  Don  is  less 
than  one  mile.  The  whole  area  is  computed  to  be  about  11,084 
acres. 

Topography. 

On  the  northern  bounding  mountains,  the  source  of  the  Do- 
veran  has  an  elevation  of  1,847  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the 
hills  rise  into  the  Sgroilleach  (2,432  feet),  and  Dhun,  and  Cairn 
Mhor,  which  has  an  elevation  of  2,680  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
is  the  highest  mountain  on  the  Banifshire  boundary.  The 
lowermost  point  of  the  parish,  on  the  Don,  is  774  feet  above 
sea  level ;  tne  bridge  over  the  Bucket  Water,  on  the  Strathdon 
road,  is  799  feet ;  the  church  stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Bucket,  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  Ben-newe,  and  is  1,070  feet 
above  sea  leveL  The  school  of  Tomnaglass  is  1,073  feet ;  the 
old  ruin*  near  Bademeoiriy  or  Badenyon,  is  1,200  feet,  and  the 
limestone  quarry  of  Corrimore  is  1,270  feet,  which  is  about  the 
highest  cultivated  land  in  the  parish. 

The  valley  of  Glenbucket  is  extremely  irregular  in  outline, 
the  lower-hiU  slopes  are  rounded  and  steep  in  many  places, 

•  Said  to  be  the  remaiiiB  of  the  chapel  where  public  worship  was  performed 
when  Glenbucket  formed  part  of  the  Cabrach. 
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and  are  only  partly  cultivated  The  higher  mountains  east 
and  west  of  the  glen  present  extensive  tracts  of  mossy 
heaths  and  rocky  hill  slopes,  which  are  for  the  most  part  inca- 
pable of  cultivation,  and  they  afford  but  scant  sustenance 
either  for  cattle  or  sheep.  The  higher  Alpine  tract  of  moun- 
tains running  westward  from  the  Buck  of  Cabrach,  by  the 
sources  of  the  Doveran,  the  Blackwater,  and  by  the  heads  of 
the  Bucket,  and  the  bum  of  Kyma  in  Glenlivat,  on  the  Banff- 
shire frontiers,  are  of  the  wildest  description,  exhibiting  only 
the  most  barren  aspect  of  tractless  mountain  mosses,  and 
whitish  weather-beaten  crags  standing  up  in  strong  contrast 
with  the  dark  brown  colour  of  the  heath  and  peat  moss. 

Otology  and  Soils. 

The  geological  features  of  Glenbucket  are  varied  and  inter- 
esting. The  great  strata  of  the  greywacke  and  its  alternating 
series  of  mica,  clay,  and  hornblende  slate  which  runs  in  a  weu 
defined  south-westerly  direction  from  the  shores  of  the  Moray 
Firth,  in  Gamrie,  to  tlie  top  of  Corgarft*  in  Strathdon,  may  b^ 
traced  in  their  course  through  the  higher  mountains  of  this 
parish.  At  the  sources  of  the  Doveran  and  Blackwater,  exten- 
sive masses  of  serpentine  rock  appear  in  serrated  ridges  and 
rujrged  cUfife,  fonning  part  of  the  great  serpentinous  vein 
which  can  be  traced  as  running  in  a  direct  line  from  Portsoy 
to  Glentilt,  on  the  southern  slope  of  the  Grampiansi  An- 
other bed  or  vein  of  serpentine  rock  appears  at  a  lower  level, 
and  seems  to  indicate  a  connection  with  the  serpentine  of 
Towanreef  in  Auchindoir,  and  the  serpentine  rock  which  is 
found  along  the  Gradie  Water,  but  from  tne  covered  state  of  the 
country,  any  thing  like  a  continuous  connection  could  not  be 
traced.  The  most  conspicuous  masses  of  serpentine  which  ap- 
pear in  this  parish  are  those  near  the  sources  of  the  Doveran 
and  the  BlacKwater,  and  the  best  point  for  examining  its  mi- 
neralogical  character,  and  the  association  of  the  rock  with  the 
slate  strata,  is  the  long  ridge  which  appears  near  the  source  of 
the  latter  stream. 

The  lower  parts  of  the  parish  are  peculiarly  rich  in  primary 
limestone,  large  masses  of  it  is  recognisable  everywhere  in  the 
central  parts  where  the  veins  have  been  laid  open  for  work- 
ing, and  where  it  has  been  quarried  and  burnt  to  meet 
agricultural  demands.  Besides  the  regular  workings,  there 
are  many  openings,  sufficient  to  show  the  abundance  of 
this  valuable  mineral  and  its  topographical  position.  The 
limestone  strata  in  many  places  appears  bent  and  contorted ; 
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and  jfrequently  the  rock  is  found  in  irregular  masses  interstra- 
tified  with  mica  slate,  hornblende  rock,  and  quartz  veins. 
Gneiss,  another  crystalline  rock,  occupies  a  considerable  space 
in  the  lower  division.  It  is  of  the  usual  ternary  compound  of 
felspar,  quartz,  and  mica,  and  is,  in  general,  small  ^nular ; 
but  where  the  mica  or  crystals  of  hornblende  occur  m  layers, 
forming  small  lamime,  the  rock  has  a  slaty  structure,  while,  in 
other  cases,  and  where  the  three  minerals  are  minutelv  granu- 
lated together,  it  may  be  termed  granitic  gneiss,  and  were  it 
not  from  its  schistose  disposition,  it  might  be,  and  often  is, 
taken  for  granite. 

Dejxmta. — On  the  higher  mountains  to  the  north,  and  on 
some  of  the  lower  hills,  there  are  immense  deposits  of  peat, 
especially  near  the  sources  of  the  Doveran,  where  it  is  found  to 
be  chiefly  of  a  spongy  nature,  but  on  the  lower  hills  it  is  of 
a  better  quality.  By  tne  gradual  attrition  of  the  running  waters, 
a  few  spots  of  alluvial  land  have  been  formed  in  the  subjacent 
valleys,  but  they  are  of  small  extent. 

Sous. — The  soils  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  rocks,  and  have 
been  formed  by  climatic  influences,  and  of  sediment  deposited 
by  streams  and  springs,  which  generally  are  of  a  light  nature. 
On  the  smoother  sloping  declivities  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
glen,  the  soil  is  good  yellow  loam,  in  some  parts  inclined  to 
clay.  The  soil  on  the  upper  parts  towards  the  mountains  is 
poor  gravelly  clay,  and,  without  draining,  it  yields  only  but 
poor  crops. 

Hydrography. 

The  river  Don  divides  the  parish  from  Tarland  on  the  south, 
and  forms  the  main  outfall  for  the  whole  drainage  of  Glen- 
bucket.  The  water  of  Bucket  has  its  source  on  the  mountains 
bordering  with  Banffshire,  and,  after  a  rather  tortuous  south- 
easterly course  of  about  eight  miles,  falls  into  the  Don  below 
Mains  of  Glenbucket.  In  its  central  course  through  the  parish, 
the  Bucket  receives  a  number  of  tributary  rivulets,  small  rills, 
and  copious  springs,  and  before  it  empties  itself  into  the  Don 
it  has  become  a  stream  of  considerable  size.  Salmon  ascend 
the  Don  and  the  lower  part  of  the  Bucket  for  spawning, /and 
both  rivers  abound  with  trout  of  various  kinds. 

Arboriculture  aiid  Botany. 

There  are  some  old  hardwood  trees  by  the  old  Castle  and 
Mains  of  Glenbucket,  and  at  the  Manse.  The  uncultivated 
land  along  the  Don  and  the  Bucket  are  partially  Covered  with 
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birch,  juniper,  broom,  and  whin  bushes.  Higher  up  the  glen 
some  clumps  of  Scots  fir  and  larch  have  been  j)lanted  at  the 
Lodge  of  Kwlenyon,  a  remote  corner  of  the  parish,  celebrated 
in  the  ballad  of  "  John  o'  Badenyon,"  which  is  appended. 

Farms  and  Farminig. 
The  following  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  purely  agri- 
culural  holdings  in  the  parish  in  a  classified  form,  viz. : — 

Kcl  ftt  and  above     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above     No.  at  and  above     Na  at  and  above 

£100  £50  £20  £10  £6 

of  yearly  rent.        andnnder£100L        and  under  £50.        and  wider  £2a        andander£10. 

1  1  16  18  12 

Valuation,  or  Rent  of  Land  in  the  rarish  of  Glcnbackct,  year 

1872-73,                £1,203  3  11 

Do.        Shootings  and  Lodge,             140  0  0 

Do.        Woodlands. 2  0  0 

Do.        Milla,  Manufactories,  &c.,             ....  12  0  0 

Do.        Manses  and  Glebes,  Schoolhouses,  &c.,          .        .  58  0  0 

Do.        flooses  and  Yards  under  £4  of  rent,  53  11  0 

t 

Total  value, £1,468  14_21 

LaTul  mvriers  in  the  parish  whose  rents  amount  to,  and  ex- 
ceed £100  sterling,  are — 

The  Trustees  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Fife. 
And  5  proprietors  of  houses  and  land  whose  rents  or  value  is  under  £100  a-year. 

Farming. — Leases  are  usualhr  granted  for  a  period  of  19 
years,  and  the  usual  rotation  of  cropping  is  tliat  of  the  fifth- 
shift  course.  Fair  crops  of  oats,  bear,  and  turnips  are  grown 
on  the  drier  soils  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  parish,  but  great 
improvements  could  be  effected  in  draining  and  enclosing  the 
higher  land,  and  in  planting  for  shelter. 

Farm  Hauaea. — ^  ith  the  exception  of  the  houses  on  Mains 
of  Glenbucket,  and  a  few  of  those  on  the  larger  places,  the 
farm  houses  altogether  are  of  an  inferior  description,  and  they 
are  mostly  covered  with  heather ;  very  few  are  slated 

Cattle  and  Sheep. — ^The  old  half-breed  of  Highland  cattle, 
have,  of  late  years,  been  very  much  improved  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  other  breeds  for  crossing.  The  black-faced  breed  of 
sheep  still  prevails. 

Mansion  Houses. 

The  Lodge  of  Glenbucket  is  let,  with  the  shootings,  and  is  only 
occupied  for  a  few  months  in  autumn.  The  Manse  is  a  com- 
modious building,  with  a  glebe  worth  £10  a-year.  The  Church 
is  an  old  building,  seated  for  300.  The  Free  Church  buildings 
are  modem  erections,  and  there  are  three  Schools  within  the 
parish. 
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Roads. 

The  chief  road  leads  from  the  Strathdon  road  at  the  bridge 
of  Bucket  along  the  valley,  towards  the  mountains  on  the  west, 
with  a  branch  leading  eastwards  by  the  school  of  Dulax, 
Badenyon,  and  across  tne  mountains  to  the  church  of  Cabrach ; 
but  those  who  have  crossed  these  hills  have  foimd  their  natu- 
ral mode  of  locomotion  to  be  the  best  Grood  roads  are  much 
wanted  in  the  parish. 

The  church  of  Glenbucket  is  distant  from  the  Alford  Rail- 
way Station  16  miles,  and  it  is  29  J  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

There  are  no  Markets  held  in  this  parish,  neither  are  there 
any  Inns  or  Alehousea 

At  Milltown  there  is  a  corn-grinding  mill,  and  at  Inver- 
bucket  a  small  woollen  manufactory  and  saw  mill,  and  through- 
out the  parish  there  are  several  thrashing  mills,  mostly  pro- 
pelled by  water-power. 

Poor  and  Parochial  Funds. 

ABSTRACT  OF  RECEIPT  AND  EXPENDITURE  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OP 
THE  POOR  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  GLENBUCKET  DURING  THE 
YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  187L 

Receipts  from  ABseBsmeDts,       ....      £124    4    2 
Do.     from  MortitoktioiiB,  and  aU  other  soarces,      19  15    2 


Expenditure, 

Relief  of  Poor  on  the  Roll,  or  Regbtered, 

Medical  Relief, 

Management, 

On  BmldingB  not  bein^  authorised, 
Balance  m  hand,   . 


£100  10  10 

8 

0 

0 

10 

4 

4 

2  16 

0 

22 

9 

2 

£143  19    4 


£143  19    4 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  POOR  RELIEVED  IN  THE 

PARISH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  14th  MAY,  1871,  AND  OF  THE 

POPULATION  OF  THE  PARISH  IN  1861. 


Population 

in 

1861. 

Relieved  during  the  year. 

Died  or  ceased  to 
receive  reUef. 

Casual  Poor. 

Fataous 

or 
In^uie. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Regis- 
tered 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 

Otlier 
Ossual 
Poor. 

Depend- 
ants. 
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*  1 

9 

10 

6 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

The  mode  of  Assessment  is  that  which  is  specified  in  the 
Act  8th  and  9th  Vic,  Cap.  83  and  34,  and  there  are  two  elected 
members  on  the  Board. 
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II.— CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  Gordons  of  Glenbucket  were  long  the  chief  proprietors  of 
this  parish,  and  one  of  the  most  powerful  feudal  families  in  the 
upper  parts  of  Aberdeenshire.  They  were  a  gallant  and  hand- 
some race  of  men.  The  last  laird  of  Glenbucket  was  said  to 
have  been  a  yeij  accomplished  man,  and  he  occupied  a  pro- 
minent position  in  the  history  of  the  Stuarts  for  the  sovereignty 
of  these  Kingdoms.  In  the  year  1715,  while  in  the  prime  of 
life,  he  drew  his  sword  for  their  cause ;  in  1745,  then  an  old 
man,  he  was  one  of  the  council  of  Prince  Charles  Edward ;  when 
at  Holyrood,  and  after  the  battle  of  Preston,  he  went  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  on  their  advance  on  Derby.  He  led  the 
Gordons  and  Farquharsons,  and  shared  in  the  disasters  of 
Culloden;  after  which  he  escaped  to  France,  where  he  ter- 
minated his  career  at  a  very  advanced  age.* 

The  estates  of  Glenbucket  were  forfeited  to  the  crown  in  1746, 
they  now  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Fifa 

We  have  elsewhere  riven  an  account  of  the  barbarous  en- 
counter which  took  place  at  Badenyon,  between  Mowat  of 
Balquhollie  and  Abergeldie,  and  a  son  of  Lord  Forbes,  arising 
out  of  a  deadly  feud  wnich  had  taken  place  between  Mowat  and 
Cameron  of  Brux,  in  the  parish  of  Kildrummy. 


IIL— ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  Parish  Church  is  dedicated  to  Saint  Peter,  and  is  situated 
in  the  lower  division  of  the  glen,  but  not  inconveniently  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  population.  The  Manse  and  domestic 
offices  are  valued  at  X19,  and  the  Glebe  and  garden  at  X7. 
Stipend,  from  teinds  (which  are  exhausted),  X33  Os.  8d ;  from 
government,  £125  ;  in  all,  £158  6s.  Sd.  The  parochial  school- 
master's house  and  garden  are  valued  £10.  The  Free  Church 
Manse,  offices,  &c.,  are  valued  at  £16  ;  the  school  teacher's 
house  at  £4 ;  and  the  school  teacher's  house  at  Dulax  at  £2. 

School  Board, — There  are  five  members  on  the  Board — Rev. 
John  Bremner,  K  C.  is  chairman ;  James  Cameron,  schoolhouse, 
clerk  and  treasurer.  School  Rate,  la  Id.  per  £.  Bible  and 
Catechism  taught.  There  is  but  one  school  in  the  parish 
imder  the  supervision  of  the  Board,  and  63  scholars.  Popula- 
tion of  the  parish  in  1871,  552. 

*  "TheOordoDB  of  Olenbncket  were  deecended  from  those  of  Kothiemay, 
whose  itock  was  Caimborrow  in  Glass." — View  of  the  Diocese  of  Aberdeen. 
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Bequests. — Money  received  ifrom  church  collections,  and  ex- 
pended for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  amounted,  for  the  year  ended 
14th  May,  1871,  to  £6  18s.  2d. 

Parochial  Registers. — ^The  parochial  registers  of  late  years 
have  been  regularly  kept 

In  reference  to  days  now  gone  by,  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Scott, 
minister  of  Glenbucket,  says,  "The  improvements  in  every 
respect,  since  illicit  distillation  has  been  happily  put  down,  are 
truly  astonishing.  Falsehood,  swearing,  drunKenness,  and 
other  immoral  practices,  although  they  linger  with  a  few  of 
the  hardened,  are  fast  disappearing;  and  in  their  place  are 
progressing  good  manners,  cleanliness,  sobriety,  exemplary 
attention  to  their  moral  and  religious  duties,  ana  diligence  at 
their  avocations.  The  people  are  generally  hardy,  active,  and 
intellectual ;  and  since  smuggling  came  to  an  end,  manifest  a 
strong  desire  for  reading  and  general  information.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a  Ubrary  in  the  neighbourhood  has  been  of  great 
use." 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 

The  Castle  of  the  Gordons  of  Glenbucket  was  built  in  1590  ; 
and  is  a  fine  specimen  of  a  baron's  residence  of  that  time. 
"  The  substantial  masonry  of  its  walls  may  continue  for  years 
to  resist  the  dilapidation  whicTi  renders  it  no  longer  inhabit- 
able." It  stands  on  the  south-eastern  decUvity  of  Ben-newe, 
in  a  position  admirably  situated  for  observation  and  defence ; 
with  a  back  ground  of  mountain  land,  it  overlooks  the  valley 
of  the  Don,  in  descending  from  the  Bucket,  and  although  a  few 
trees  around  the  castle  ooscure  the  view,  its  ruined  turrets  and 
corbelled  gables  still  appear  to  give  an  interest  to  the  scene, 
when  viewed  from  the  narrow  pass  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Bucket  with  the  Don. 

Some  traditions  have  been  recorded  as  to  the  prowess  of  the 
last  Gordon  of  Glenbucket,  and  it  is  said  that  Kmg  George  II. 
had  such  a  horror  at  the  name  of  the  chieftain,  that  he  often 
dreamed  of  him,  starting  in  his  sleep,  and  exclaiming  in  broken 
EngUsh,  "  De  great  Glenbucket  be  coming." 

"  What  are  our  joyB  but  dreams  ?  and  what  our  hopes 
But  goodly  shadows  in  the  summer  cloud  ? 
There's  not  a  wind  that  blows  but  bears  with  it 
Some  rainbow  promise. — Not  a  moment  flies 
But  puts  it  sickle  in  the  fields  of  life, 
And  mows  its  thousands." 
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The  Gordons  of  Glenbucket  disappeared  after  Culloden,  in 
1746 ;  George  II.,  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  died  Anno 
1760 ;  and  Alexander  I)avidson,  the  last  of  the  "  Old  Poachers," 
was  found  dead  on  the  hills  of  Glenbucket,  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th  August,  1843.  No  offence  is  meant  by  introducing 
here  the  name  of  an  individual  who  had  a  wide  reputation  as 
a  poacher  of  the  olden  type.  The  author  of  "  Deeside  Tales," 
justly  remarks  of  Sandy  i)avidson,  "  without  justifying  that 
life,  it  is  only  simple  truth  to  say,  that,  in  his  own  eyes,  it  was 
no  violation  of  the  laws  of  God  ;  and  in  the  eyes  of  those  best 
capable  of  judging,  it  was  more  the  result  of  a  peculiarlvromantic 
turn  of  mind,  than  of  any  low  or  lawless  disposition.  * 

Sometime  previous  to  his  death,  he  was  often  heard  to  say, 
"  that  when  my  time  to  die  comes,  I  hope  it  may  take  nlace 
among  the  bonny  blooming  heather,  with  the  sun  pouring  aown 
his  rays  of  heat  and  light  upon  mv  perishing  body."  The  person 
who  discovered  his  body  (with  his  faithful  little  dog,  a  little 
brown  pointer,  seated  on  his  breast,  keeping  watch  over  him), 
believed  him  to  be  asleep,  but  in  passing  the  same  place  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  ana  finding  the  supposed  sleeper  in  the 
same  position,  an  investigation  was  made.  "  It  has  often  been 
observed,"  says  Mr.  Michie,  "  of  dogs  that  have  been  attached 
to  a  man,  that  they  have  a  perception  of  death  in  their  masters 
as  a  change  that  requires  them  to  undertake  duties  thej^  have 
never  before  practised.  Had  Sandy  been  concealinff  himself 
from  the  keepers,  or  even  asleep,  his  dog,  as  it  had  been  long 
trained  to  do,  would  have  crouched  closely  by  his  side  to  avoia 
being  observed ;  but  now,  it  took  its  stand  openly  upon  his 
breast,  and  when  a  stranger  approached,  instead  of  concealing 
itself,  the  faithful  creature  attacked  savagely,  and  it  was  not 
without  a  strenuous  resistance  that  it  allowed  the  remains  of 
its  master  to  be  conveyed  to  the  nearest  human  dwelling.'*  The 
remains  of  Sandy  Davidson  were  interred  in  the  family  burying 
ground  in  the  churchyard  of  Glenmuick,  where  his  grave  is 
marked  by  an  undressed  head-stone,  on  which  are  cut  in  rude 
characters  the  initials  of  some  of  his  forefathers,  with  the  date 
1715  attached  to  one  of  them. 

Previous  to  his  death,  he  had  told  his  sisters  that  he  wished 
his  dog  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Mactier  of  Durris,  as  a  mark  of  re- 
spect mr  that  gentleman.  "  That  wish  was  given  effect  to ;  and 
the  dog  passea  the  remainder  of  its  days  at  Durris  House,  in 
indolent  luxury." 

*  "  I^aclh  d  dotre,  lasg  d  Unne,  Maidh  d  eoUle,  Tri  nUhean  naeh  ruig  dhuine 
lets  Tidire  ghathail  d  ehavidh  aadha,**  which  meanB  that  "a  man  neod  never  bo 
ashamed  of  taking  a  stae  from  a  grove,  a  fish  from  a  stream,  or  a  tree  or  a  stick 
from  a  wood,"  if  natnral  grown  ;  but  if  planted,  Alexander  Davidson  held  that 
such  would  be  theft. 
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**  Of  the  many  gentlemen's  residences  to  which  Sandy  received 
invitations,  Gordon  Castle  held  the  first  place;  and  the  late 
Duke  of  Richmond  was  his  beau  ideal  oi  what  a  peer  of  the 
r&-alm  ought  to  be."  In  speaking  of  his  son,  then  Earl  of  March, 
now  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  President  of  the  Priw  Council, 
"  I  tell  you  that  the  country  ¥all  one  day  be  proud  of  tiiis  young 
nobleman."  He  was  invariably  invitea  to  the  baUs  at  Gordon 
Castle,  and  received  particular  attention  from  the  Earl  of  March, 
who  always  took  him  aside  as  he  was  leaving,  and  gave  him  a 
hint  not  to  want  a  good  day's  sport  when  he  was  inclined. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  a  tribute  to  hb  memory, 
written  by  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Scott,  minister  of  this  parish : — 
**  There  was  a  romance  about  Sandy's  character  and  his  way  of 


life  that  rendered  him  a  dangerous  example.  He  was  gifted  in 
an  eminent  degree  with  those  qualities  that  insure  popular 
favour^  fearless,  generous,  and  kind-hearted. 

"  His  foot  was  foremost  in  the  dsooe, 
His  langfa  the  loadnst  nog  ; 
Nae  e'e  could  match  his  miithfol  gbnce^ 
Naoe  song  so  sweet  a  sang." 

''An  invitation  was  found  on  him  at  his  death  from  the  Earl 
of  March,  to  attend  and  take  part  in  some  merry-doings  at 
Gordon  Castle  the  other  day. 

"  Everywhere  Sandy  was  well  known,  and,  wherever  he  was 
known,  tnere  was  an  open  door  and  a  Highland  welcome  await- 
ing him.  Little  cared  he,  however,  for  such  accommodation. 
Lie  Scott's  Bertram,  he  possessed — 

"  The  steady  brain,  the  sinewy  limb. 
To  leap,  to  climb,  to  dive,  to  swim  ; 
The  iron  frame,  inured  to  bear 
Each  dire  inclemency  of  air ; 
Nor  less  confirmed  to  undergo 
Fatigue's  chill  faint,  and  famine's  throe." 

And  thus  armed  by  nature  against  the  powers  of  inclement 
skies,  the  shelter  of  a  bush  or  rock  on  the  hillside  was  at  all 
seasons  sufficient  Then  with  his  faithful  dog  to  watch  over 
his  slumbers,  he  slept  soundly  the  live-long  night ;  and  thus 
he  was  found  on  the  25th  of  August,  1843,  by  a  party  of  sports- 
men, a  corpse,  cold  and  stifi*  on  the  moors  of  Glencaimey/'  in 
the  wilds  of  Glenbucket 
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JOHN  O*  BADENYON. 

"This  excellent  son^,"  says  Bams,   ''  is  the  oompoeitioii  of  my  worthy 
friend  '  old  Skinner  at  LmBhait^'  in  the  parish  of  Longside." 
**  When  first  I  came  to  be  a  man 

Of  twenty  years  or  so, 
I  thought  myself  a  handsome  youth. 

And  fain  the  world  would  know  ; 
In  best  attire  I  stent  abroad. 

With  spirits  brisk  and  gay. 
And  here  and  there  and  everywhere, 

Was  like  a  mom  in  May  ; 
No  care  had  I  nor  fear  of  want, 

But  rambled  up  and  down, 
And  for  a  beau  I  might  have  past 

In  country  or  in  town  ; 
I  still  made  mirth  where'er  I  went. 

And  when  I  was  alone 
I  tun'd  my  pipe  and  pleased  myself 

Wi*  John  o  Badenyon. 

Now  in  the  days  of  youthful  prime, 

A  mistress  I  must  find, 
For  love,  1  heard,  gave  one  an  air, 

And  ev'n  improved  the  mind  ; 
On  Phillis  fair  above  the  rest, 

Kind  fortune  fixt  my  eyes, 
Her  piercine  beauty  struck  my  heart, 

And  she  became  my  choice ; 
To  cupid  now  with  hearty  prayer 

I  oner*d  many  a  vow  ; 
And  danc'd,  and  sung,  and  sigh'd,  and  swore, 

As  other  lovers  do  ; 
But,  when  at  last  I  breath'd  my  flame, 

I  found  her  cold  as  stone  ; 
I  left  the  girl,  and  tim'd  my  pipe 

To  John  o'  Badenyon. 

When  love  had  thus  my  heart  beguil'd 

With  foolish  hopes  and  vain  ; 
To  friendship's  port  I  steer'd  my  course. 

And  laughed  at  lovers'  pain  ; 
A  friend  I  got  b^  lucky  cnance, 

'Twas  somethmg  like  divine. 
An  honest  friend's  a  precious  gift. 

And  such  a  lift  was  mine  ; 
And  now  whatever  might  betide, 

A  happy  man  was  I, 
In  any  strait  I  knew  to  whom 

I  freely  might  apply  ; 
A  strait  soon  came,  my  friend  I  tried,    • 

He  heard,  and  spum'd  my  moan  ; 
I  h/d  me  home,  and  tun'd  my  pipe 

To  John  o'  Badenyon. 

Methought  I  should  be  wiser  next. 

And  would  a  patriot  turn, 
Beean  to  doat  on  Johnny  Wilkes, 

And  cry  up  parson  Home  ;* 
Their  manly  spirit  I  admir'd. 

And  praised  their  noble  zeal, 
*  Tills  song  was  composed  when  WUkcs,  Home,  and  others  were  making;  a  noise  about  liberty. 
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Who  had  with  fijuning  tongne  and  pea 

Maintained  the  pnbUc  weal  ; 
But  ere  a  month  or  twa  had  past, 

I  found  myself  betray'd, 
Twas  9flf  and  fHxriy  after  all. 

For  a'  the  stir  they  made  ; 
At  last  I  saw  the  factions  knaves 

Insult  the  very  throne, 
I  left  them  all  and  tun^d  my  pipe 

To  John  o'  Badenyon. 

^Vhat  next  to  do  I  mns*d  awhile, 

Still  hopins  to  succeed, 

pitched  on  uook^  for  company, 

Antl  gravely  tried  to  read  ; 
I  bouKht  and  borrowed  everywhere. 

And  study'd  night  and  day, 
Kor  mist  what  dean  or  doctor  wrote. 

That  happened  in  my  way  ; 
Philom>phjf  I  now  esteemed 

The  ornament  of  youth. 
And  carefully  through  many  a  page 

I  hunted  aifter  truth  ; 
A  thousand  various  schemes  I  try'd. 

And  yet  was  pleased  with  none, 
I  threw  them  by,  and  tun'd  my  pipe 

To  John  o'  Badenyon. 

And  now  ye  youngsters  everywhere. 

That  wish  to  make  a  show, 
Take  heed  in  time,  nor  fondly  hope 

For  happiness  below  ; 
What  you  may  fancy  pleasure  here. 

Is  but  an  empty  name  ; 
And  tjirU,  and  friend*^  and  hook$^  and  so, 

You'll  find  them  all  the  same  ; 
Then  be  advised,  and  warning  take 

From  such  a  man  as  me, 
Tho'  I'm  neither  pope  nor  cardinal. 

Nor  one  of  high  degree  ; 
You'll  meet  displeasures  everywhere, 

Then  do  as  I  have  done, 
Ev'n  tune  your  pipe  and  please  yourselves 

With  John  o'  Badenyon." 


PARISH  OF  GLEXMUICK,  TIILLICH,  AND 
GLENGAIRN. 


Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O'Neil — Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Etymology, 
Gleann  Muic,  the  proper  Gaelic  spelling,  means  "  The  rien  of 
the  wild  sow,"  where,  it  is  said,  an  oak  forest  skirted  botn  sides 
of  the  glen  in  which  wild  swine  abounded 
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Tullich,  is  from  the  Gaelic  Tuldch,  which  signifies  "  a  small 
knoll,"  on  which  stands  the  burying  ground  of  Tullich,  sur- 
rounding the  ruins  of  the  churcL 

Glengaim  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  Gleaun-garbh-amhain, 
signifying  "  The  glen  of  the  rough  running  water,"  which  is 
very  appucable  to  the  rocky  channel  of  the  water  of  Gaim, 
which  intersects  this  division  of  the  parish. 

While  there  are  many  names  of  places  in  these  parishes  of 
unknown  derivation,  others  are  certainly  of  Gaelic  or  Celtic 
origin ;  thus,  Montkeen,  Monadh-Ceann,  is  "  the  head  of  the 
hill ;"  Cairntaggart,  Cam  an-t-sagairt,  "  the  priest's  moun- 
tain ;"  the  Dubh'loch  is  "  the  black  loch  ;"  Loch-buidhe  is  "  the 
yellow  loch ;'  the  0La8<dlt  is  "  the  grey  stream ;"  Allt-^na- 
guithasaich  (contracted  guisaich,  or  guithas),  "  the  stream  of 
the  fir  tree ;"  CoTidch-creaa-hUl,  "the  craigs  of  the  smooth  hill  " 
Meallr-gai*7ti,  "  the  blue  hill ;"  and  the  Coyle  of  Meall-duhhy  that 
is,  "  the  back  of  the  black  hiU."  In  the  valley  of  the  Dee  we 
have  the  Cambus  o'  May,  which  is  from  the  Gaelic,  Cam-uis^e, 
meaning  "  the  curved  water ; "  Tomnakeist  is  from  the  Gaelic, 
Tom-^a-ciste,  and  signifies  "  the  knoll  of  the  stone  coffin." 
East  of  the  Poulach  bum  there  is  Creag-Midlach,  i.e.,  "  the 
summit  of  the  craig ;"  Ballater  is  from  BaUe-na-leitir^  which 
means  "  the  town  near  the  slope  of  the  hill  "  Craig-an-darrdch 
is  derived  from  Creaq-an-daraick,  which  means  "  the  rock  of 
the  oakwood."  In  the  top  of  the  Pass  of  Ballater  there  is 
Balloch-an,  which  means  "  the  pass  at  the  head  of  the  stream," 
fmd  Balmeanach,  which  is  derived  from  Bal-Talieadh-cniachj 
which  signifies  "  the  town .  of  the  middle  height."  In  Glen- 
muick  there  is  Krwckandhu,  meaning  "  the  dark  knoll ;"  All- 
tanruie,  or  Allt-ruadh,  meaning  "  the  red  stream  ;"  Aucholzie, 
Avxih-coille,  is  "  the  wooded  field ;"  and  Tombreck  is  from 
Timt-hreaCy  which  signifies  "  the  speckled  knolL"  In  Glengaim 
there  is  Bealach-reidh,  "  the  smooth  pass ;"  Candacraig,  "  the 
town  on  the  head  of  the  craig ;"  Torbeg,  or  Torr-hecbg,  means 
"  the  small  conical  hill;"  and  Rieanloan  (inn),  or  Ruighe-^n- 
loinn,  which  means  "  the  well  conditioned  shealing ;"  the 
mountain  of  Morven,  in  Graelic  Mor-earan,  i.6.,  "  the  great  hill 
of  the  division,"  which  is  different  from  "  Mor  Ven,  as  used 
in  the  Poems  of  Ossian,  where  it  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic 
words  "  Mor  Bheann"  signifying  "  of  the  great  mountains," 
and  is  more  applicable  to  the  whole  Highlands  of  Scotland,  or 
what  a  Highland  man  would  say,  "Dui/iaicA-iiam-mor-fcAeaTiti, 
the  counti^  of  high  hills." 
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Boundaries, 

These  parishes  are  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  united  pa* 
rishes  of  Crathie  and  Braemar ;  on  the  north  by  the  parishes 
of  Strathdon  and  Lorie-Coldstone ;  on  the  east  by  part  of 
Logie-Coldstone  and  the  united  parishes  of  Abo\Tie  and  Glen- 
tanar ;  and  on  the  south  by  the  parishes  of  Locmee  and  Clova 
in  Forfiui^hire. 

Extent. 

The  greatest  length  of  the  united  jMirishes,  in  a  direct  line 
from  the  ridge  of  tne  mountain  of  Lair  AldaraAey  bounding 
with  Lochlee  and  Clova,  to  the  top  of  the  Scro\da>ch  bordering 
with  Strathdon,  is  18  J  miles ;  and  the  greatest  breadth,  in  a 
direct  line  along  the  valley  of  the  Dee,  from  the  influx  of  the 
water  of  Dinnet,  to  within  about  one  mile  of  the  church  of 
Crathie,  is  12J  miles.  The  whole  area  of  the  united  parishes 
is  computed  to  be  88,798  J  acres,  of  which  about  44,800  acres  lie 
south  of  the  Dee. 

Topography, 

The  river  Dee  bounds  and  intersects  the  parishes  from  west 
to  east,  and  divides  them  into  two  nearly  equal  parts.  The 
ridge  of  mountains  between  Glenmuick  and  the  bounding  glen 
of  the  Gimock,  rises  from  the  Dee,  west  of  Ballater,  by  the 
wooded  hills  of  Dalliefour  and  the  Knx)ck,  which  are  about 
1,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  runs  by  Creag'Phiobaidhy  1,462 
feet ;  the  Coyle,  1,956  feet,  to  the  west  bounding  mountains  of 
Meallgorm  and  the  Conach-crai^-hill,  2,827  feet,  and  to  the 
eastern  ridge  of  Loch-na^ar,  which  is  3,768  feet  above  sea  level, 
and  the  highest  mountain  in  Glenmuick  The  eastern  ridge 
of  mountains  rise  from  the  Dee  by  the  Pananich  Hill,  which  is 
1,896  feet,  Knockie  Branar,  1,986  feet,  Caii'n  Leughan,  2,953 
feet,  to  Druirri-na-wheiUie,  which  is  2,185  feet  The  lower- 
most point  on  the  Dee,  at  the  influx  of  the  water  of  Dinnet,  is 
460  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest  cultivated  land  on 
the  eastern  division  of  Glenmuick  was  at  the  Etnacks  (1,260 
feet)  in  the  top  of  Glentanar.  The  bounding  ridge  on  the 
Grampians  run  from  Mont  Keen,  ^ffll  feet,  by  the  Hare  Cairn 
2,203  feet,  Fasheilach  2,362  feet,  the  Black-hiU  of  Mark  2,497 
feet.  Lair  AldaraH  2,726  feet,  being  the  most  southerly  point 
of  Glenmuick.  Thence  westwards  by  the  DoghUlock  2,400  feet, 
and  the  Broad  Cairn  3,268  feet,  to  the  top  of  Caim-bannoch 
3,314  feet,  and  Caimtaggart  3,430  feet,  on  the  confines  of 
Braemar.  TheDubh  Loch  lies  between  Cairw-bannoch  and  the 
tops  of  Loch-nxi-gar,  at  an  elevation  of  2,091  feet  above  sea 
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level ;  Lochmuick  is  1,310  feet ;  AUt-ma-giiiaach  Lodge  is  about 
1,400  feet;  and  the  Linn  of  Muick  (bottom  of  fall)  is  1,145 
feet  The  Pannanich  Mineral  Wells  are  about  800  feet  above 
sea  level,  and  the  bridge  of  Dinnet,  on  the  Abovne  boundary 
of  the  parish,  is  505  feet.  The  bridge  over  the  Dee  at  Ballater 
is  663  feet,  the  Railway  Station  is  668  feet,  the  top  of  Craig- 
an-darrach  is  1,324  feet,  the  bridge  over  the  water  of  Gfairn  is 
743  feet,  and  the  highest  point  in  the  parishes  on  the  Dee  is 
about  850  feet.  The  hignest  point  of  the  OeaUiOy  or  white 
mountains,  between  the  Dee  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  (Jairn, 
is  2,439  feet,  the  bridge  at  Qaim-ahid  is  1,110,  and  the  highest 
cultivated  land  in  Glengaim  is  1,470  feet  above  sea  level  The 
bridge  of  Qknfenzie,  on  the  Strathdon  road,  is  1,650  feet,  the 
OloBc-hUls  ridge,  bounding  with  Strathdon,  is  1,738  feet,  the 
Scroulach  is  2,590  feet,  the  blue  Caim^f-Morven,  on  the  con- 
fines of  Strathdon  and  Logie-Coldstone,  is  2,954  feet,  and  the 
Vat  on  Culblean  is  880  feet. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  face  of  the  country  is  moun- 
tainous. On  entering  the  parish  from  the  east,  by  the  muir 
of  Dinnet,  which  is  an  extensive  dreary  flat  of  dark  brown 
heath,  studded  by  a  few  bushes  of  natural  birch,  some  green 
fields  appear,  bordered  on  the  north  by  Loch  Cannor,  rfnd  on 
the  south  by  the  Dee,  while  to  the  west  rise  the  "  rocks  that 
o'ershadow  Culblean,"  with  the  "  Morven  of  Snow  "  in  the  dis- 
tance. On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dee  there  is  the  hill  of 
Bellrory,  and  the  oark-blue  mountain  of  Mont  Keen  appearing 
in  the  distant  horizon  beyond ;  while,  in  the  nearer  prospect, 
we  have  the  brown  mossy  mountain  of  Knockie-Branar,  and 
the  precipitous  rocky  hills  of  Pannanich  rising,  with  its  asso- 
ciated Crags  of  Braikley,  into  the  higher  ridges  of  the  Gram- 
pians, east  of  the  Glen,  and  of  Loch  Muick.* 

From  the  Cambus  o*  May,  to  Ballater,  the  country  lays  aside 
much  of  its  waste  and  dreary  aspect.  The  valley  becomes 
narrow,  and,  passing  westwards,  the  Dee,  the  fluvial  monarch 
of  the  vale,  comes  into  full  view,  and  comfortable-looking  small 
farms  become  frequent.  The  lower  hills  and  rocky  glens  are 
covered  with  wood,  both  natural  grown  and  planted,  and  Bal- 
later appears  in  a  broad  plain,  encompassed  by  the  river  on 
two  sides,  and  the  precipitous  hill  of  Craigandarroch  on  the 
north.  Ballater  is  a  neat  clean  village.  The  streets  are  spa- 
cious, and  regularly  laid  out,  with  a  square  in  the  centre,  where- 
in the  parish  church  stands.  The  houses  are  all  substantially 
built  with  reddish  granite,  and  covered  with  slate.    An  ample 

*  A  desart  of  deer,  corresponding  with  what  Ossian  made  Fingal  say  to 
Swaroa  :— **  The  desart  is  enough  for  mo  with  all  its  deer  and  woods." 

2q 
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supply  of  pure  water  has  recently  been  introduced  from  the 
water  of  Gaim  (about  two  miles  west  of  the  village)  ;  the  prin- 
cipal streets  have  been  sewered,  and  the  houses  are  supplied 
with  gas.  Ballater  contains  an  excellent  inn — the  "  Farquhar- 
son  Arms,"  refreshment-rooms  at  the  railway  station,  a  rural 
police  lock-up,  and  a  military  establishment,  or  barrack,  for 
accommodating  a  troop  of  soldiers  while  Her  Majesty  is  so- 
journeying  at  Balmoral,  which  is  eight  miles  distant  The  Pan- 
nanich  Mineral  Wells  are  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Dee,  nearly  two  miles  below  the  village,  m  the  face  of  a 
steep  rocky  aclivity  of  the  hill,  and  are  well  embowered  among 
trees.  These  wells  are  said  to  have  been  discovered  "  by  an 
old  woman  about  the  vear  1760,  who  had  for  maxiy  years  been 
distressed  with  scrofulous  sores ;  and  who,  after  being  reduced 
almost  to  the  last  stage  of  weakness  and  decrepitude,  took  a 
fancy  (she  had  no  expectation  of  a  cure)  to  crawl  upon  her 
crutches  every  good  day  to  the  wells,  which  were  then  a  bog, 
remark^ible  only  for  their  bluish  scum  on  the  surface  of  the 
water ;  here  she  bathed  her  sores,  and  laid  rags  dipped  in  the 
water  upon  them ;  and,  persevering  in  this  course  for  some 
time,  she  was  agreeably  surprised  to  see  her  sores  heal  up,  and 
to  find  her  health  return.'* 

The  wells  were  at  this  time  the  property  of  William  Farquhar- 
son,  Esq.  of  Monaltrie,  who  had  them  cleared  out  and  covered 
over.  He  also  erected  several  houses  for  the  accommodation 
of  water  drinkers.  The  water,  by  chemical  analysis,  has  been 
found  to  be  not  all  alike,  but  all  containing  carbonates  of  iron 
and  lime,  with  other  ingredients  in  small  quantities.  The  water 
is  stimulant  and  tonic,  of  a  low  temperature,  but  very  agreeable 
to  thQ  taste.  One  of  the  springs  is  considered  to  cure  scrofulous 
and  scorbutic  complaints ;  and  another  for  water  drinkers,  is 
of  a  diuretic  nature,  affording  relief  in  cases  of  gravel,  &c  The 
present  proprietor,  James  T.  Mackenzie,  Esq.  of  Glenmuick,  has 
entirely  refitted  the  Pannanich  Wells'  establishment  in  a  very 
attractive  style,  and  has  added  many  improvements  to  the  old 
lodgings,  which  had  fallen  into  comparative  neglect  The  new 
premises  contain  ample  accommodation  for  water  dririkers, 
with  plunge  and  shower  baths,  and  dressing  rooms  attached 
for  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  new  hotel  contains  a  public 
dining  and  reading  room,  wath  private  sitting  and  bed-rooms 
for  visitors,  who  may  go  there  in  search  of  health  and  a  pleasant 
summer  residence. 

The  scenery  around  Ballater  is  wy  grand  and  imposing. 
In  the  back  ground  there  is  the  richly  wooded  slopes  of  the 
Crags  of  Ballater  House  and  Craigandarroch ;  and  on  the  west 
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there  is  the  dark  pine-clad  hills  of  the  Knock,  with  Birkhall 
nestling  in  the  mouth  of  Glenmuick,  which  here  exhibits  a 
romantic  mixture  of  steep  banks  and  rugged  hill  slopes,  clothed 
with  natural  birch  interspersed  with  dark  green  pine  trees,  and 
pleasant  looking  fields,  the  whole  forming  scenery  of  the  most 
inviting  description ;  while  the  rock-peaked  summits  of  dark 
Loch-na-gar  appear  looking  down  with  majestic  dignity  on  the 
inferior  mountains.  Four  miles  up  Glenmuick  from  the  Dee, 
is  the  Linn,  a  thundering  cataract  of  about  35  feet  in  height, 
and  about  six  miles  higher  up  the  glen,  by  the  Spital  of  Glen- 
muick,  there  is  the  lock,  which  lies  along  the  eastern  base  of 
Loch-na-gar,  with  the  Queen's  Lodge  of  Allt-TUXr^vbisach  on  its 
northern  slope,  and  about  a  mile  below  the  loch  Within  half 
a  imle  of  the  top  of  Loch  Muick,  and  upon  the  west  side  of  the 
loch,  stands  the  Olas-^lt-ahiel,  another  of  Her  Majesty's  Higjh- 
land  homes,  in  one  of  the  wildest  valleys  that  ever  spread  its 
bosom  to  the  sun.  One  mile  and  three  fourths  higher  up  the 
glen  is  the  Dubh  Loch,  which  is  connected  with  Loch  Muick  by 
a  series  of  small  cascades  forming  the  water  of  Dhtdock  The 
stupendous  rocky  precipices  overhanging  this  loch  on  the  south 
side,  rise  to  the  height  of  about  1,000  feet,  surpassing  in  gran- 
deur and  height  those  around  Loch-nfiOryar  on  the  north  side 
of  the  mountain ;  and  by  throwing  their  gloomy  shade  over  it, 
give  to  its  clear  waters  a  dark  sombre  appearance,  hence  the 
name  Ihibh  Loch,  or  the  black  lake.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
lake,  a  mountain  rill  faUs  into  it  over  a  precipice  of  about  200 
feet  in  height,  otherwise,  in  the  scenery  there  is  nothing  but 
utter  solitude.  Professor  Wilson,  speaking  of  Ben-mac-dhiii, 
and  Loch  Avert  (a  Banfi&hira  loch),  says : — "  But  never  was 
there  a  solitude  at  once  so  wild,  so  solemn,  so  serene,  so  sweet ! " 
One  of  the  Queen's  drives  terminates  nearly  half  way  up  the 
north  side  of  the  Dubh  Loch,  and  the  distance  from  fialmoral 
to  this  point,  by  Abergeldie,  Birkhall,  and  Linn  of  Muick, 
Allt-TVOr^uiaach  and  the  Qlaa-allt-ehid,  is  over  20  miles. 

About  3  J  miles  below  Ballater,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Dee, 
stands  the  farm  house  of  Ballaterach,  where  Byron  lived  when 
"he  roved  a  young  Highlander,  o'er  the  dark  heath,"  and 
opposite  to  it  is  Culblean,  and  the  bum  of  the  Vat,  where,  at 
one  point,  this  small  mountain  stream  encounters  a  huge  rock 
whicn  time  has  enabled  the- water  to  hollow  out  to  the  depth 
of  from  50  to  60  feet.  On  entering  this  cauldron  by  the  cre- 
vice below,  throug[h  which  the  stream  passes,  the  visitor  im- 
mediately finds  mmself  enclosed  in  a  spacious  area — a  great 
well,  or  vat,  with  smooth  stone  sides,  from  which  sjjrin^  some 
birch  trees  of  delicate  looking  growth    The  vat  is  circular, 
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and  its  diameter  at  the  bottom  is  about  14  feet,  gradually 
getting  wider  towards  the  top.  East  of  Culblean,  on  the  muir 
of  Dinnet,  are  many  cairns,  which  are  said  to  cover  the  graves 
of  those  who  fell  in  flight  after  the  battle  of  Culblean,*  which 
was  fought  in  1335,  between  the  adherents  of  King  David  Bruce, 
and  the  followers  of  Cummin,  Earl  of  Athola  As  before  stated, 
bordering  the  muir  of  Dinnet,  and  on  the  east  of  Culblean, 
there  is  the  sedgy  loch  of  Cannor,  containing  several  small 
islands.  On  the  Wgest^  of  these  islands  there  is  the  remains 
of  a  fortress  or  castle,  said  to  have  been  built,  and  occasionally- 
used  as  a  hunting  seat  by  Malcolm  Canmore,  from  whom,  it  is 
not  improbable,  me  loch  may  have  got  its  name.  The  lar^st 
island,  which  is  near  the  eastern  margin  of  the  loch,  is  said  to 
be  artificial,  and  between  it  and  the  land,  on  the  north  side,  an 
oak  plank  was  fished  up  in  the  end  of  the  last  century,  and 
Vipon  it  the  date  1113.  The  island  upon  which  the  fortress 
stood  is  distant  from  the  eastern  margin  of  the  loch  from  200  to 
250  feet,  and  the  plank  referred  to  is  supposed  to  have  been 
part  of  the  drawbridge,  connecting  it  with  the  mainland.  The 
pass  of  Ballater  lies  almost  in  a  direct  line  between  the  bridge 
of  Tullich  and  the  bridge  of  Gaim,  and  in  part  of  the  pass 
behind  Craigandarroch,  the  impending  crags  "  threaten  the 
astonished  traveller  with  immediate  destruction."  At  the  west 
end,  and  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  pass,  there  is  to  be  seen 
traces  of  the  ruin  of  the  castle  of  Glengaim,  said  to  have  be- 
longed to  "  the  family  of  Forbes."  It  is  now  the  property  of 
the  Marquis  of  fluntly.  The  old  majestic  ruin  of  the  Knock, 
or  Cnaic,  which,  in  Gaelic,  signifies  "  the  knoll,"  stands  to  the 
west  of  Ballater,  u|>on  the  property  of  Abergeldie.  Another 
ruin  stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Dee,  on  the  eastern  extre- 
mity of  the  parish,  called  Dee  Castle,-|-  upon  that  division  of 
the  parish  called  Inchmamock,  the  property  of  the  Marquis 
of  Huntly. 

Geology  and  Soils, 

The  geological  features  of  these  parishes  are  as  varied  as  they 
are  interesting.  Reddish  granite  and  gneiss  abound  in  masses 
and  boulders  generally  throughout  the  district,  and  a  fine 
(juality  of  grey  granite  appears  at  Cambus  o'  May.  Trap  rock 
is  largely  distributed  in  irregular  masses,  and  is  found  travers- 
ing the  other  primary  rocks,presenting  considerable  variations  in 
its  structure.    Primary  limestone  appears  in  beds  and  masses  at 

*  Culblean  is  from  the  Gaciic,  Culbh-bliein,  or  vdnn,  which  aigiiifies,  "  the 
flattened  base  of  the  mountain. '^ 

•^  Originally  Ceann-dun-coilU,  which  means  "  the  Castle  at  the  head  of  the 
wood." 
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several  points  botli  south  and  north  of  the  Dec ;  but  no  par- 
ticular topographical  position  can  bo  ascribed  to  it,  as  it  is 
often  found  intermixea  with  other  rocks,  under  many  different 
aspects.  It  is  of  the  usual  kind  found  in  the  upper  valley  of 
the  Dee.  In  colour  it  is  of  bluish-grey,  and  has  a  structure 
varying  from  fine  to  granular,  and  very  frequently  it  is  tra- 
versed by  veins  of  quartz,  and  imbedding  other  primary  rocks 
— simple  minerals,  such  as  actinolite,  hornblende,  mica,  com- 
mon felspar,  pyrites,  &c.  South  of  the  Dee,  small  veins  of 
serpentine  appear  running  parallel  to  the  valley  of  the  Muick, 
and,  where  tlie  bed&  are  found  in  contact  with  limestone,  this 
finely  variegated  rock  is  capable  of  receiving  a  hi^h  polish. 
Small  masses  of  actinolite,  or  raystone,  are  found  m  contact 
with  the  limestone  and  seri>entine  strata ;  the  slender  crystals 
of  the  actinolite  indicating  a  transition  into  the  common  as- 
bestos, which  is  here  found  associated  with  the  serpentine,  and 
some  amianthus,  a  mineral  composed  of  more  delicate  fibres 
and  silky  lustre  than  the  asbestos. 

Granite  is  widely  distributed  all  over  the  surface,  and  large 
masses  of  the  rock  are  sometimes  found  continuous  over  a 
considerable  space,  both  on  the  south  and  north  of  the  Dee, 
and  in  its  structure  it  preserves  a  uniform  character,  but, 
usually,  much  disintegrated,  exhibitinff  heaps  and  blocks  of 
tabular  fragments,  and  some  times  forming  irregular  beds 
separated  by  cracks,  fissures,  and  joints,  with  no  particular 
arrangement,  and  only  remarkable  for  the  desolate  aspect  which 
they  present.  The  rock  is  essentially  composed  of  felspar, 
quartz,  and  mica,  or,  as  it  is  here  found,  composed  of  the  two 
former  minerals  and  hornblende.  These  substances  are  con- 
fusedly aggregated  together,  the  crystals  varying  in  size  and 
colour,  the  felspar  being  generally  the  most  abundant  material, 
gives  the  rock  its  reddish  tint  It  is  dark-red,  light-red,  and 
flesh-red,  the  quartz  varies  in  colour  from  white  to  brown  or 
black,  and  the  mica  is  either  white,  brown,  or  black 

Over  this  district,  gneiss  is  a  rock  which  forms  considerable 
tracts,  and  is  composed  of  the  same  material  as  gpranite,  the 
usual  ternary  compound  of  felspar,  quartz,  and  mica,  consti- 
tuting the  rock  in  its  strictest  mineralogical  sense.  It  is  in 
general  small  granular ;  in  some  cases  the  mica  occurs  in  layers 
alternating  with  slaty  laminae  of  felspar,  quartz,  and  mica, 
while  in  others  it  is  composed  of  minute  crystalline  masses  of 
felspar  intimately  connected,  so  as  to  form  a  true  compact  fel- 
spar, and  where  the  mica  is  absent,  or  nearly  so,  the  rock  is 
oestitute  of  laminar  disi)Osal.  There  is  also  the  slaty-gneiss,  a 
rock  which  ocu^upies  a  considerable  space  in  this  district.    The 
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texture  of  this  rock  is  usually  minute,  the  hornblende,  crj'atals, 
and  mica  scales  forming  small  laminse  renders  it  easily  fissile. 
At  some  points,  porphyritic  gneiss  may  be  detected  in  which 
there  is  but  a  sparing  admixture  of  quartz,  the  crystals  pro-  i 

ducing  its  structure  being  felspar  ana  mica  in  layers,  with  a 
very  obscure  stratified  disposition.     In  other  cases,  where  the  ^4 

rock  loses  the  mica  or  hornblende,  we  have  the  gneiss  passing  * 

into  beds  or  layers  of  quartz,  and  crossing  strata  at  different 
angles  on  their  line  of  bearing,  but  these  veinous  layers  fre-  I 

quently  have  variable  positions ;  in  some  instances  they  lie  I 

conformably  to  the  strata,  in  others  they  cross  them,  and  the  J 

most  notable  instance  of  the  latter  which  we  can  j)oint  out  . 

here  is  that  of  the  quartz  ridge,  which  can  be  traced  from  Cul-  ^j 

blean  in  the  head  of  Cromar,  by  the  pass  of  Ballater  to  the 
weU-defined  face  of  Creag-ghuibbas  in  Crathie,  being  a  distance 
of  between  seven  and  eight  miles.  Though  indicating  nearly  a  di-  f 

rect  east  and  west  line,  the  quartz  strata,  or  beds,  are  sometimes  J 

bent,  and  never  contorted ;  out,  from  the  unfavourable  nature 
of  the  surface,  it  is  only  at  a  few  points  where  its  relation  to 
other  rocks  can  be  ascertained.     Next,  we  have  to  notice  the  »^ 

porphyritic  rocks  as  connected  with  the  granite  or  gneiss,  and, 
m  regard  to  this,  we  have  only  to  state  that  porphyry  is  but 
a  mere  mineralogical  variety  of  the  others,  truly  inciicating  a  / 

contemporaneous  and  similar  mode  of  formation,  and  forming 
one  and  the  same  general  mass.    Long  veins,  or  courses  of  por- 
phyry, occur  here  in  the  granite,  and  insensibly  pass  into  it,  or  ; 
make  a  perfect  transition  out  of  it ;  while,  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tinct tabular  concretions  of  granite,  one  part  may  be  granite, 
and  the  other  part  porphyry,  which  convinces  us  that  both 
belong  to  the  same  great  natural  mass  of  metamorphic  rocks 
of  this  district.    And  here  the  chief  veins  of  porpnyry  seem 
to  be  in  connection  with  the  granitic  gneiss  and  quartz  masses 
of  Ballater,  Balmenach,    and  Creagen-reach,  tending  in  the  • 
direction  of  the  felspathic  mountain  of  Morven  through  the 
veinstone  rocks,  which  are,  as  Professor  Jameson  remarks, 
"  the  most  metalliferous  rocks  of  the  series."                                          * 
In  the  Statistical  Account  of  these  parishes,  1794,  we  find  : —             \ 
"  That  it  is  believed  there  is  a  lead  mine  near  the  castle  of 
Glengaim ;  many  pieces  of  lead  have  been  found  ;  but,  from 
the  expense  of  working  it,  no  exertions  have  been  made  to  find 
out  the  vein  of  the  metal."    In  subsequent  years,  attempts 
were  made  to  open  the  lead  mines  of  Glengaim,  but,  on  trial, 
and  with  labourers  unaccustomed  to  the  work  they  had  to  per-            > 
form,  much  useless  labour  was  in   consequence  expendeil.              ^ 
About  these  old  workings,  we  can  say  little,  as  the  j)its  had  al- 
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most'  disappeared  ;  but  30  years  ago,  we  were  able  to  pick  up 
in  this  mining  field  some  rery  good  specimens  of  lead-glance 
and  fluor-spar.  Soon  after  these  ^Twfe,  I  was  prompted  to  take 
a  more  extended  geological  view  of  tha  district,  and  at  the 
time  became  persuaded,  from  the  little  I  had  seen  of  the  dig- 
cin^  on  the  ridges  at  Balmenach,  that  the  mining  operations 
nad  been  attempted  by  people  of  no  experience,  and  had  been 
abandoned  before  their  true  value  had  been  ascertained. 

As  to  the  mining  operations  which  have  recently  been  set 
agoing  on  the  old  mining  grounds,  we  can  say  notninsf  from 
personal  observation ;  all  we  can  say  is,  that  on  the  ridges  of 
balmeuach,  northward  by  the  Loin,  and  taking  into  account  the 
topographical  position  of  the  adjoining  amorphous  masses, 
such  as  granite,  gneiss,  and  porphyry,  we  can  here  perceive  a 
favourable  relationship  existing  between  the  mineral  veins  and 
the  granitic  masses,  and  trust  that  the  noble  owner  will  meet 
with  a  rich  reward  in  the  lead  mines  of  Glengairn  when  they 
are  properly  opened  up .♦ 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  we  hmve  been  enabled  to  add,  from  the  Aberdeen 
Free  Preu  ol  24th  April,  1874,  the  foUowing  description,  or  an  account  of  the 
present  state  of  the  mining  operations  in  A  wrgaim : — 

"  What  ever  led  Lord  Huntly  to  conjecture  the  existence  of  metalliferous 
veins  in  the  Castle-hill  ridge,  he  had  satisfied  himself  that  very  likely  they 
were  there,  and  he  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  steps  he  afterwards  took  to 
ascertain  the  fact  for  certain.  For  this  purpose  he  was  particularly  fortunate 
in  securing  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Belt,  author  of  '  Mineral  Veins,'  &c.,  whose 
extensive  experience  of  mining  in  aU  parts  of  the  world  during  the  long  period 
of  upwards  of  twenty  ^ears,  weU  qualified  him  for  givinff  the  soundest  scien- 
tific, and  practical  advice  both  in  regard  to  the  fikelihood  of  meeting  with 
mineral  lodes,  and  the  most  suitable  mode  of  conducting  the  investigation. 
Lduit  autumn  Mr.  Belt  nuule  a  minute  survey  of  the  loc&l^,  the  result  of 
which  was  that  Lord  Huntly  resolved  to  proceed  to  mine  the  sround.  The 
particular  spot  fixed  upon  was  the  edge  of  a  hollow  between  the  Oastle-hill  and 
the  more  devated  ridoe  already  noticed,  just  behind  the  farm  steading  of 
Abeigaim.  What  probably  determined  Mr.  Belt  to  begin  operations  here  was 
not  merely  the  surface  indications  of  the  veins  underneath,  out  the  discovery 
of  a  real  JSltxin  Dyhe^*  from  6  to  30  feet  in  width,  intersecting  the  ridge  ob- 
liquely, about  100  yards  below  the  hollow,  and  forming  a  marked  feature  in  the 
hilL  Here  then  were  the  whole  conditions  under  which  the  mineral  veins 
might  reasonably,  if  not  confidently,  be  expected — first,  the  massive  granite  in 
near  proximity  on  either  hand;  then  the  metamorphic  hornblende  composing  the 
hill ;  and,  lastly,  the  Elwtn  Dyke  breaking  through  the  ridge  like  a  messenger 
from  the  regions  below  to  announce  the  ore  there  treasured  up.  Having  ascer- 
tained, by  means  of  pits  dag  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  the  general  tread  of 
the  veins,  which  lay  N.  W.  and  S.E.,  it  was  resolved  to  drive  a  tunnel  on  a  level 
into  the  hill,  so  as  to  cross-cut  Che  veins  some  60  feet  below  the  surface,  and 
run  off  the  water,  which  always  coUects  in  hills  where  mineral  veins  abound. 
Cornish  miners  were  then  ensMed,  and  the  work  was  commenced.  The  hard- 
ness and  tenacity  of  the  hornblende  rock  through  which  thoy  had  to  pass  ren- 
dered this  a  difficult  and  slow  process,  but  it  was  prosecuted  with  much  vk;our 
during  the  winter  months.  In  order  the  sootier  to  reach  the  locality  ox  the 
veins,  a  shaft  was  raised  and  a  higher  level  adopted.     This  greatly  facilitated 

•  A  gr.uiitic  «ir  pwph^rilk  dyke  nr  ^cm. 
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Soils, — The  general  character  of  the  soil  alon^  the  valley  of 
the  Dee  and  in  the  lower  glens  in  these  parishes,  is  that  of  light 
sandy  loam  or  boulder  gravel,  which  is  evidently  water-formed, 
and  when  aided  by  the  strong  reflecting  sunbeams  from  the  sur- 
roimding  mountains,  the  crops  are  easily  stimulated  into  rapid 
vegetation  to  bring  forth  their  fruits.  Sand  and  gravel 
sous  are  most  frequent  where  the  land  is  under  the  influence 
of  the  mountain  streams,  and  within  the  reach  of  their  inunda- 
tions, but  frequently  sand  and  travel  (decomposed  granite)  is 
found  composing  much  of  the  higher  land,  which  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  action  of  streams,  but  rather  to  other  de- 
structive agents.  A  heavier  loam  prevails,  to  some  extent, 
along  the  vallev  of  the  Dee,  and  in  some  of  the  larger  glens 
where  long  cultivation  has  brought  the  tilly  subsoil  into  a 
more  fertile  mould  fitted  to  vield  good  crops.  There  is  very 
little  clay  in  a  pure  state,  ana  that  which  is  to  be  found  on  the 
hftlf  green  spouty  hill  sides,  and  in  the  bottom  of  some  of  the 
hill  mosses,  is  of  a  barren  nature.  On  some  of  the  higher  and 
drier  hill  sides,  a  gritty  loam  is  to  be  found,  but  it  lies  generally 
at  an  elevation  wnere  heath  only  and  the  coarser  grasses  grow 
imder  its  shelter.  In  the  higher  straths  of  Glengaim,  on  the 
lower  slopes  of  wester  Morven,  and  in  the  flats  of  Easter,  around 
Culblean,  and  in  the  small  glens  running  into  these  mountains, 
considerable  tracts  of  green  pasture  are  to  be  found,  aflbrding 
good  pasture  for  cattle  and  sneep.     In  the  rugged  glen  of  the 

progress,  and  disclosed  a  stradBe  geological  phenomenon,  namely,  that  the  solid 
rock  into  which  the  lower  lev^  tunnel  had  been  driven  was  overlaid  by  another 
rock  from  which  it  had  been  separated  by  a  thin  band  of  clay.  Towards  the 
hill,  however,  in  which  direction  it  seemed  to  thin  off,  coarser  rubbish,  and 
even  small  boulders  and  gravel  intervened  between  the  rocks.  One  day  last 
February,  on  the  occasien  of  a  visit  from  Mr.  Belt,  the  workmen,  who  had 
been  following  a  vein  on  the  surface,  were  directed  by  him  to  continue  the 
oroBS-cut  eastwards,  and  almost  directly  they  hit  upon  a  lode  two  feet  six 
inches  wide,  very  rich  with  salena ;  but,  in  sinking  on  it  8  or  10  feet,  they 
found  the  vein  ceased.  Furwer  examination  disclosed  the  fact  that  they  had 
here  reached  the  under  surface  of  the  overlying  rock,  and  convinced  them  that 
until  they  had  discovered  the  vein  in  the  lower  solid  rock  the  success  of  their 
operations  must  be  doubtful,  however  rich  the  deposits  they  might  find  in  the 
upper.  The  idea  naturaUy  entertained  was  that  the  upper  rock  had  slipped 
westwards  from  the  hill  over  the  lower,  and  for  some  time  operations  were  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  direction  of  the  hill,  so  as  to  catch  the  downward  continua- 
tion of  the  vein.  These  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  vein,  also  very  produc- 
tive, descendlnff  into  the  lower  rock,  but  it  was  evidently  not  the  one  they  were 
in  quest  of.  Imwillinff  to  give  up  the  search,  the  superintendent  directed  the 
workmen  to  cut  in  tne  opposite  direction,  merely  as  an  experiment,  and, 
strange  to  say,  at  the  distance  of  only  13  feet  from  its  position  in  the  upper 
rock,  the  vein  was  struck  in  the  lower,  and  found  to  give  a  considerable  richer 
yield  of  ore  than  the  portion  that  had  been  cut  off  by  the  slip." 

"  This  is  the  present  position  of  the  mines  ;  and  now  that  the  vein  has  been 
foUowed  into  the  fundamental  rock,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  ultimate 
success  of  the  enteq^rise." 
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Gimock,  and  along  the  eastern  valley  of  the  Miiiek,  where, 
under  the  shelter  of  the  birch  coppice,  and  on  the  springy 
hill  sides  of  the  Cairn-hillock  and  Creag-na-slourie,  there  is 
good  rough  pasture  for  sheep.  On  the  northern  and  eastern 
slopes  of  the  Black-moss  of  Brannar,  or  Bellrory,  and  in  the 
higher  glen  of  the  Tanar,  by  the  Etnach,  and  in  the  cross 
glens  BLOOve  the  Fir-bog,  patches  and  stripes  of  green  pasture 
stand  out  in  strong  relief  against  the  brown  heath-clad  hill 
slopes. 

Mont  Keen,  the  mountains  of  Glenmuick,  the  Black  Hill  of 
Mark,  and  westward  by  Cairn-bannoch,  the  White  Monts,  the 
rocky  peaks  of  Loch-na-gar,  and  the  lower  mountains  of  Craig- 
meggan  and  the  Coyle,  are  wild,  and  utterly  sterile.  Craiff- 
mimoch,  and  the  mountain  of  Knock-brannar,  are  partially 
covered  with  moss  and  heath.  The  hill  of  Pannanich  presents 
a  bleak  mountain  of  shivered  rock.  The  mountain  of  Culbleau 
presents  a  rugged  surface  of  huge  granite  blocks,  while  the 
ridges  and  summits  of  the  mountains  between  Culblean  and 
Glengairn,  that  is  between  the  Dee  and  Morven,  are  rugged, 
presenting  in  many  places  steep  crags,  and  a  confusion  of 
broken  rocks,  not  only  bereft  of  verdure,  but  of  brown  heath. 
Lower  down,  the  hill  slopes  are  partially  covered  with  mossy 
soil,  heath,  and  the  crowberry,  ana  in  the  boggy  places  there  is 
the  cloudberry  and  an  abunaance  of  coarse  grass,  while  on  the 
drier  slopes  and  rocky  places  there  is  the  juniper  and  birch 
scrub  fringing  the  glens  with  bright  spots  of  green  pasture 
along  the  mountain  rills,  and  the  ruins  of  huts  where  herds 
retired  with  their  cattle  for  the  summer  season ;  and,  also,  the 
not  very  ancient  remains  of  places  where  a  good  few  people 
made  whisky,  and  fully  as  many  drank  of  it. 

The  Geallig  mountains,  west  of  Glengairn,  are  bare  and  rocky, 
and  though  standing  as  it  were  between  the  cultivated  valleys 
of  the  Dee  and  the  Gaim,  the  mountains  north  of  both  rivers 
have,  in  general,  a  bleak  and  bare  appearance. 

Boulders  and  Deposits. 

Boulders  of  granite  and  trap  rocks  are  everywhere  scattered 
over  the  district.  They  are  to  be  found  both  in  the  glens  and 
on  the  rocky  acclivities  of  the  hills,  and  are  sometimes  of  large 
diameter.  In  the  channels  of  the  Dee,  the  Gaim,  and  the 
Muick,  and  in  most  of  the  smaller  streams,  there  is  an  abund- 
ance of  these  rolled  masses,  along  with  sand,  gravel,  and  small 
pebbles,  which  can  be  attributed  to  their  present  action ;  but 
on  the  extensive  muir  of  Dinnet,  there  arc  large  deposits  of 
sand  and  shingUj  at  a  distance  from  and  high  above  the  level 
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of  the  Dee,  which,  we  consider,  it  would  be  improper  to  refer 
them  to  its  action,  and  unless  we  conceive  that,  at  an  early 
period  a  lake  had  existed  here,  these  accumulations  cannot  he 
accounted  for.  There  are  other  alluvial  accumulations  of  sands 
and  pavel,  which  follow  the  course  of  the  rivers,  and  which 
may  be  found  at  some  distance  from  their  present  beds,  but 
they  reauire  no  particular  notice,  as  they  are  invariably  com- 
posed ol  particles  of  the  neighbouring  rocks  and  lighter  allu- 
vium. 

Peat  moss  forms  extensive  alluvial  deposits  on  the  tops  of 
most  of  the  lower  rounded  hills,  and  large  accumulations  are 
to  be  found  in  some  of  the  higher  hill  slopes.  In  Glenfenzie, 
and  on  the  ridges  of  Wester  Morven,  bordering  with  Strathdon, 
and  on  the  flats  of  Easter  Morven  and  CulDlean,  peat  moss 
occupies  extensive  tracts,  the  kind  and  (juality  always  depend- 
ing upon  its  position.  Below  Loch-Muick  there  is  a  consider- 
able extent  of  flow  moss,  anparently  of  great  depth.  On 
Knock-brannar,  and  on  the  mils  and  valleys  bordering  the 
higher  parts  of  Glentanar,  on  the  east,  peat  moss  occupies  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  surface. 

Hydrography. 

The  Dee  winds  through  the  centre  of  the  parishes  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  from  within  about  a  mile  of  the  church  of  Cra- 
thie,  to  the  bounding  water  of  Dinnet,  with  Abovne  on  the  east. 
The  river  has  a  clear  silvery  rocky  channel  of  about  15|  miles, 
following  the  windings  of  the  stream,  and  its  chief  tributaries, 
or  ''  infant  rills  of  Highland  Dee,"  are  the  Gimock,  the  Gaim, 
the  bum  of  Tullich,  the  Muick,  and  the  Poulach  bum  near 
Dee  Castla  Eight  miles  of  the  lower  course  of  the  Gaim  is 
in  these  parishes,  and  the  bum  of  Tullich,  a  native  stream,  has 
its  source  on  the  southern  slopes  of  Morven,  and  has  but  a 
short  precipitous  course  of  4^  miles.  On  the  eastern  boimdary 
with  Ix)gie-Goldstone  and  Aboyne,  there  are  several  small 
streams  which  fall  into  Lochs  Dawin  and  Cannor,  thence  by  the 
bum  of  Dinnet  into  the  Dea  On  the  west  and  right  bank  of 
the  river,  the  water  of  Glen  Gimock  bounds  the  parishes  witii 
Crathie  for  a  short  distance,  and  the  water  of  Muick,  a  native 
stream,  has  a  course  from  the  Dee  to  the  source  of  the  Allt- 
dubh-loch  bum,  on  the  east  of  Caim-ta^;;g^,  of  about  18  miles. 
The  Poulach  bum  has  but  a  short  precipitous  course  of  about 
five  miles  from  the  Dee  to  its  sourse  on  Cairn  Leughan.  The 
source,  and  a  few  miles  of  the  upper  course  of  the  Tanar  Water, 
lies  on  the  north-west  shoulder  of  Mont  Keen  in  this  parish, 
but  it  falls  into  the  Dee  in  the  parish  of  Aboyne. 
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Lochs, — Loch  Muick  is  about  two  miles  long,  and  covers  an 
area  of  960  acres.  The  Dhu-loch  is  about  t&ee-fourths  of  a 
mile  long,  and  covers  an  area  of  60  acres.  Loch  Buidhe,  a  small 
mountain  tarn,  lies  between  Loch  Muick  and  the  Dhu-loch,  on 
the  southern  face  of  Loch-na-gar,  at  an  elevation  of  860  feet 
above  Loch  Muick.  Loch  Ullachie,  a  small  loch,  lies  in  a  se- 
cluded spot  high  up  in  the  woods  above  the  houses  of  Strath- 
gimock.  Loch  Cannor  covers  an  area  of  about  225  acres,  and 
Loch  Da-win,  on  the  borders  of  Logie-Coldstone  parish,  is  of 
much  smaller  extent. 

Many  small  mountain  streams  are  everywhere  to  be  met 
with,  while  the  chalybeate  and  other  mineral  springs  seem  to 
indicate  the  existence  of  extensive  iron-stone  strata  which  have 
never  been  explored. 

Fishings, — ^The  Dee  is  an  earlv  river  for  salmon,  and,  after 
May,  the  fish  swarm  in  the  rocty  pools,  which  can  be  fished 
only  by  the  rod.  Loch  Muick  contams  an  abundance  of  excel- 
lent trout,  which  average  about  two  to  the  lb.  The  water  of 
Gaim  is  a  good  troutmg  stream,  and  the  trout  run  to  a  fair 
size ;  occasionally  salmon  is  to  be  found  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  stream.  Locns  Cannor  and  Da-win  contain  pike  and  perch 
only. 

Arboriculture  and  Botany. 

Around  Lochs  Cannor  and  Da-win,  and  aU  over  the  Muir  of 
Dinnet,  fipom  Mill  of  Dinnet  and  the  Cambus  o'  May,  north- 
ward, along  the  eastern  slopes  of  Culblean  and  Morven  to  White- 
house  on  the  Braes  of  Cromar,  natural  birch,  alder,  juniper 
bushes,  and  stunted  Scots  firs  are  to  be  found  scattered  over 
the  uncultivated  ground,  and  far  up  the  crags  and  hill  slopes. 
The  margins  of  the  river,  from  Cambus  o'  May,  up  to  the  water 
of  Gaim,  and  westward  by  Coille-creich  and  tne  Greystone 
opposite  to  Abergeldie,  are  fringed  with  natural  birch,  ash, 
alder,  and  aspen  trees ;  while  the  plantations  of  Tullich,  and 
Ballater-house,  ie.,  Monaltrie,*  and  on  the  face  of  Creagan- 
riach,  and  all  round  Craigandarroch,  consist  of  every  variety 
of  forest  tree  of  extreme  beauty.  West  of  Oakwood  Cottage, 
and  Milton  of  Tullich,  there  are  some  very  fine  oak  trees,  and 
on  the  sheltered  western  slopes  of  Craigandarroch  the  oak  is 
indigenous,  while,  three  miles  higher  up  the  river,  many  of 
the  Scots  firs  and  larch  trees  in  the  woods  of  Coille-creich,  i,e., 

*  Monaltrie  is  derived  froHa  Monadh-alU-ruidh,  wliich  meaqv— "  The  hill  of 
the  smootJi  flowing  stream."  Monaltrie,  however,  ia  not  the  orisinal  name  of 
Ballater,  or  the  property  ;  the  aite  of  it  being  on  Uie  north  aide  of  the  Dee,  in 
the  glcna  of  Feaidar  and  Abcrorder,  in  Cratme  pariah,  which  anawera  to  the 
above  descriptive  name. 
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the  wood  of  the  boundary,  arc  destitute  of  branches  on  their 
northern  or  hill  sides.  In  Glengaim  there  are  few  planted 
trees.  At  the  bridge  of  Gairn  there  are  some  small  clumj^s  of 
Scots  firs  and  larch,  and  at  Gairnshiel  there  are  some  belts  of 
larch,  but  everywhere  along  the  glen,  the  margins  of  the  stream 
and  lower  slopes  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  clumps  of  natu- 
ral birch,  alders,  stray  groups  of  Scots  firs,  aspen,  and  rowan 
trees. 

South  of  the  Dee,  and  along  the  west  side  of  Glenmuick, 
from  PolhoUick  on  the  Uee,  to  the  Royal  Lodge  of  Allt-na-gui- 
sach,  the  Knock  Hill,  with  its  sprey  rum,  Craignaban,  the  lower 
hills  and  valley  of  the  Muick,  byBirkhall,  Tombreck,  the  Linn, 
and  Inschnabobart  present  one  continuous  range  of  planted 
ground  of  about  eight  miles  in  a  direct  line.  The  trees  on  the 
Knock  Hill  (the  highest  planted  ^ound  being  about  1,000  feet 
above  sea  level),  consist  chiefly  of  Scots  firs  of  mature  growth, 
mixed  with  larch,  birch,  and  some  fine  ash  trees  on  the  lower 
slopes  of  the  hills.  Around  Birkhall  (800  feet)  there  is  a  rich 
vanety  of  forest  trees,  consisting  chiefly  of  Scots  firs,  larch,  and 
natural  birch  ;  but  in  the  private  grounds  there  are  some  fiair 
specimens  of  the  lime  tree,  and  of  ash  and  elm ;  there  are  also 
some  gean  trees,  which  girth  seven  feet  at  the  ground,  and 
Huntingdon  willows,  which  girth  six  feet.  Higher  up  the  gjlen, 
by  theLmn  and  Inschnabobart  toAllt-na-guisach,the  plantations 
consist  of  mixed  Scots  firs  and  larch,  with  natural  birch,  hazel, 
and  juniper  bushes  for  underwood,  and  in  the  planted  ground 
around  Allt-na-guisach  Lodge,  where  the  trees  stand  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  nearly  1,500  feet  above  sea  level,  there  are  some  larch 
trees  which  girth  about  five  feet  at  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
At  the  Linn  of  Muick,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  glen,  there 
is  a  thriving  plantation  of  Scots  firs  and  larch.  Below  the 
Linn,  and  along  the  eastern  vallev  of  the  Muick,  there  is  a 
constant  change  of  scenery,  from  tne  rugged  rocky  glen  pro- 
fusely covered  with  Scots  firs,  mountain  ash,  birch,  aspen,  and 
hazel  bushes,  to  the  lower  hill  tops  which  are  precipitous,  bare, 
and  rocky.  Along  the  face  of  the  Crags  of  Braikley  and  Pan- 
nanich,  the  old  Scots  fir  trees  have  been  cut  down ;  but  the 
lower  zone  of  the  hills  are  covered  with  masses  of  natural  oaks, 
birch,  aspen,  and  hazel  bushes,  while  higher  up  in  the  crevices 
of  the  rocks,  Scots  firs  and  birch  of  natural  growth  are  seen  as 
if  they  were  stniggling  to  hide  the  shivered  rocky  face  of  the 
mountain.  Below  Pannanich,  by  Ballaterich  and  Dee  Castle, 
there  are  some  plantations  of  Scots  firs  and  larch ;  but  alonff 
the  valley  of  the  river  there  are  large  masses  of  birch,  ash,  ana 
aspen  trees,  and  the  lower  uncultivated  knolls  generally  are 
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covered  with  birch  scrub,  interspersed  with  small  groups  of 
natural  grown  pines.  At  the  new  mansion  of  Glenmuick,  a 
considerable  extent  of  ground  has  been  enclosed  and  planted 
with  various  kinds  of  forest  trees,  and,  along  with  the  natural 
birch,  hazel,  aspen,  and  stray  Scots  firs  in  the  lower  ground, 
the  surrounding  tract  of  rugged  rocky  heaths  may  soon  bo 
clothed  with  thriving  plantations. 

Botany. — ^This  district  presents  a  fertile  field  to  the  botanist. 
Besides  the  plants  which  are  common  in  the  lower  pounds, 
some  of  the  rarer  plants  are  to  be  found  in  the  mountains,  and 
bordering  the  rivers  and  lakes,  viz. : — 

Adaxa  moschateUina—TvLheroxia  MoechateU.  A IchemUla  A Iplna — ^Alpine  Lady's 
Mantle. 

Allium  ursinum — ^Brood-leaved  Garlick.  Aliama  plantago^Ore&t  Water  Plan- 
tain. 

Affrimonia  eupalorUi — Common  Agrimony.  Andromeda  poli/oUa — Marsh  An- 
dromeda. 

Ajuga  reptans— Common  Bugle.     AquUegia  vulgaris — Common  Columbine. 

Arbutus  u*va»urae — Red  Bear-berry.  Asplenium  viride — Green  Maiden-hair, 
Spleen-wort. 

Athamanta  nteum — Moxmtain  Stone-parsley.    Avena  Alpina — Alpine  Oat-grass. 

Aretium  lappa — Burdock,  Clot-bur.     Bromus  mollis—Soft  Brome-grass. 

Bunium  flexuomm — Earth-nut,  Pignut.     Briza  media — Common  Quaking-grass. 

CcUamagrostis  epigejoa—SmalL  Wood-reed.  Cnicus  heterophyllua—Meiaacholy 
Thistle. 

Cishu  HeUatUhemum — Rock-rose.     Comarum  pdlustre — Marsh  Cinquefoil. 

Carylua  avellana — Common  HazeL  Circaa  .i/pina— Mountain  Enchanter's 
Night-shade. 

Digitalis  purpurea— Tox-glove,    DraJba  vema — Common  Whitlow-grass. 

Empetrttm  nigrum— Common  Crow-berry.  Equisetum  ^ut;ta^t^— Great- water 
Horse-tail. 

Euphrasia  offidncUis — Eye-bright.     Festuea  sylvatica— Slender  Wood-fescue. 

Festuca  elatior — Tall  Fcscue-erass.     Festuea  vivipara — Sheep's  Fescue-grass. 

QaUum  boreale — Cross-leaved  Bed-straw.     Oentiana  campestris — Field  Gentian. 

Oeum  urbanum — Common  Avens,  Herb  Bennet.     Oeum  rivale — Water-avcns. 

Ooodyera  repens — Creeping  Goodyera.  OnaphcUium  dioicum — Mountain  Cud- 
weed. 

Jlyperieum  pulchrum—SmBJl  Upright  St.  John's- wort.  Hypericin  montanum 
— Mountain  St.  John's-wort. 

Iris  pseudacorus — Yellow  Iris,  Flower-de-luce.  Ilex  aquifoliun^— Common 
Holly. 

Linum  ca/^rticMm— -Purging  Flax.  Lonicera  peridymenum — Common  Honey- 
suckle, Woodbine. 

Lycopodium  clavatum— Common  Club-moss.  LUtorella  lacuslris — ^Plantain 
shore- weed. 

Lycopodium  Alpinum — Savine-leaved  Club-moss.  Mdica  ca^rulea — Purple 
Melic  Grass. 

Meum  athamanticum — Spignel,  Bald-money.  Mercuriali^  perennis—PeTonniid 
Mercury. 

Myrica  gale— Sweet  Gale,  Dutch  Myrtle.      Mentha  arvensis — Corn-mint. 

Narthedum  ossi/ragum — Bog  Asphodel.     Nymphcea  alba — White  Water-lily. 

Ononis  arvensis — ^Rest-harrow,  Cammock.  Orchis  maculata — Spotted  Palmate 
Orchis. 

Oxyria  reni/ormis — Kidney -leaved  Mountain  Sorrel.  Oxalis  acetosella — Com- 
mon WoodsorreL 
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Pamauia  pcUuUris — Common  Grass  of  Painaasas.   Prunus  padue — ^Bird-cherry. 

PojnUua  ^renttt^a— Trembli^  Poplar,  Aspen.  Potamogeton  eompresaa — ^Flat- 
stalked  Pond-weed. 

Pruntu  spinosa — Sloe-tree,  Blackthorn.     Primula  Mm— Cowslip,  Paigl& 

Pyrola  media — Intermediate  Winter-green.     Qaercus  robur — Common  Oak. 

Radiola  mUlegrana—Ali  Seed.     Begeda  luteola—WM  Woad,  Dyers'  Weed. 

8ambucu8  ebtUua — Dwarf  Elder.     Sanicula  Europcea — Wood-samcle. 

Saxifraga  aizoidia — ^Yellow  Monntain-sazifrage.  StaUee  armaria — Common 
Thrift. 

SeuUetlaria  gaierieulata^-Common  Skull-cap.  SdrpuaJiuUaiu— Floating  Clnb- 
msh. 

Trigloehin  paiwtre—'MBnh  Arrow-grass.  TroUtus  Eurapteus— Mountain  Globe- 
flower. 

Vaednium  oxyeoceuB — Marsh  Whortle-berry.  Va^canium  vUia-idcta — Red 
Whortle-berry. 

Verbateum  thapma—Qreat  Mullein.     Veronka  saaafifflg— Rock  Speed- well. 

Veronica  Alpina — Alpine  Speed- well. 

Zoology. 

QUADRUPKDa. 


ijKtin  Nsmes. 

Cervua  elaphus, 
CervuBdama,    - 
Cervua  eapreohu^ 
VtUpea  vilgariSf 
Felis  cahu, 
Maries  fagorum, 
Lutra  vulgaris, 
Sciurua  vulaaris, 
Lepus  Hmiaus, 
Lepua  cunnieulusj 
Lepus  wiriaJlMM, 
MusteUa  vulgaris, 
Mustella  puiorius, 
Mustella  erminea, 
Meles  Taaeus,    • 
TaXpa  Europcea, 
Er^aceus  mropcBUS, 
Mus  museulus,  - 
Mus  sylvcUicus,  - 
Mus  raUus, 
Mus  decumcmus, 
Arvicola  aquaiica^ 
VespertiHs  marinus, 


English. 

Red-deer,  Stag, 
Fallow-deer. 
Roe, 
Fox, 

Wild  Cat. 
Common  Martin, 
Common  Otter, 
Common  Squirrel, 
Common  Hare, 
Rabbit,  Coney, 
Alpine  Hare, 
Weasel,     - 
Polo  Cat,  - 
Ermine,  Stoat,  • 
Badger,     - 
Mole, 

Urchin,     - 
Common  Mouse, 
Field  Mouse. 
Black  Rat, 
Brown  Rat, 
Water  Role, 
Common  Baty 


Scotch. 


Tod, 
Mertrick,  • 


MAnkiii^    - 
Kinnen.    - 
White  Hare, 
Whitret,  - 
Foumart,  - 
Stoat. 
Brock,      - 
Moudywort, 
Hedge-hog, 


House  Rotten.  - 
Ground  Rotten. 
Water  Rat,       - 


Onelie. 
Fiadh, 

Earha. 

Sionnach  bulgaire. 

Catjiadhaick, 

Taghan, 

Doran  dor-ekie, 

Feorag. 

MaigheaelL 

Maigheach-gheaL 

Neas. 

Foclan, 

Broe. 

Famh,  Uir-reatluMbk, 

Oaineag, 

Luch. 


Radan-uisque. 
laltag,  Dialiag. 


Fishes. 


Sahno  solar,  - 
Salmo  hucho,  - 
Salmo  salvelinus, 
Salmo  truUa,  - 
Salmo  eriox, 
Salmo  fariox,  - 
Esox  Lucius,  - 
Anguilla  vulgaris, 
PercaJluviatUis, 


Salmon,    - 
Bull-trout. 
Toraoch,  - 
Sea  Trout, 
GiU-flap— Grey. 
Common  Trout, 
Common  Pike,  - 
Common  Eel,    - 
Common  Perch, 


Ged, 


Leudscus  Phoxinus,  Minnow, 


Bradan. 

Tarrag-heal. 
OecUag, 

Breae. 
Oeat-iasg, 
Easgartn 
Muc-lochaidh,  Creag- 

ag-uisge. 
Mion-iasg. 
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Reftilbs. 


Latin  Names. 
AnffuisfragiliSf 
Vipera  communis, 

TVilon  (icmuUicus, 
Triton  vulgaris, 
Rana  t^mporaria, 
Bu/o  vulgaris,   • 


Ardeadnersa,  - 
OalUmile  chloropis, 

Antu  Bosehas,  - 

Anaspenelope,  • 
Anser  pcUustris, 
Anser/erus, 
Oifgntu/enu,    - 
Tadoma  mUpanser, 
Larus  canjts, 
Larus  ridibundus, 
Toianis  ealidris, 
Toiamts  hypolencos, 
Hcanaiopus  ostrale- 

Fviica  alra, 
dneulus  aquaUeus, 

Seolopax  rusticola, 
Scolopax  gaUmago, 
Seolopax  gaiUnula, 


English. 
Blind  Worm,     - 
Common  Viper  or 

Adder, 
Water  Eft. 
Brown  £fty 
Frog.         -        . 
Common  Toad,  - 


Scotch. 
Slow  Worm. 

Adder, 

Ask, 

Pnddock,  . 
Tead, 


Birds,  Water  Fowls. 


Common  Heron, 
Oallinnle,  or  Water 

Hen,  - 
Mallard,  Common 

Duck, 
The  Wigeon,     • 
Grey  Qoose, 
Wild  Goose.      - 
WUd  Swan,       - 
Sheldrake, 
Common  Gull,  - 
Black.headed  Gull, 
Red-shank. 
Common  Sandpiper, 

Oyster  Catcher, 
Bald  Coot. 
Water  Dipper, 
Brookoozel, 
Wood-cock,  . 
Common  Snipe, 
Jack  Snipe. 


Craiged  Heron, 

Stank  Hen. 

Mire  Duck, 

Ateal. 

Stubble  Goose,  - 


Sly  Goose. 
Sea  Maw, 
Hooded  Maw. 


Killileepie. 
Sea  Pyot, 


Water  Craw,    - 


Land  Birds. 


Corwseorax,    - 
Conmscorone,  • 
Conms  comix,  - 
Pica  condata,    - 
Corvus  monedula. 
Cormus  frugilegus, 
Lagopus  Scotiais, 
Lagopus  vulgaris, 
Tetrao  ietrix,     • 

Perdix  dnerta, 
Columba  palumbus, 

VaneUus  eritUUus, 


Raven, 

Carrion  Crow,  or 

Hooded  Crow,  - 

Common  Magpie, 

Jackdaw,  - 

Rook, 

Red  Grouse, 

Ptarmigan, 

Black  Cock,  Black 

Game, 
Common  Partridge, 
Rinff  Dove,  Wood 

Pigeon, 
Common  Lapwing, 


Corby, 

Midden  Crow. 
Hoody, 
Pyot,         . 
Kae, 
Craw, 
Moor  Fowl, 


Black  Cock, 


Charadrius ptuvialiSfQiew^  Plover,   • 

Charadrius  morineU 

lus,    -        -        Dottrel,    - 

Charadrius hkUicukt,'Bm^ed  Plover  or 
Dottrel, 

Fako  Unnunculus,     Kestrel,    • 

Falco  fmilvus  vul- 
garis),       •        Kite, 


Cushat,     - 
Peesweep,  Teuchat, 

Whistling  Plover. 

Dottrel,    - 

Sandy  Laveroc 
Wind  Hover. 

Glead,      • 


GmUc. 


Nathair, 

Dearc-luehair, 

Losgann. 

Losgan-dubh. 


Corra-riathach. 

Lacha  chmn  uaine. 
Mmr-geaJh, 

Eala, 

FavH&inn. 

OiUebride. 


Ohoba-uisge, 
CoiUeach  coilU. 
Cromanloin. 


TUheach, 

Ftonnag. 
Phiog?taid. 
Catkoif, 

Creumhach,  Rocus, 
Coileach  ruadh, 
Tarmachan, 

Coileach  dubh. 
CearC'thomain. 

Smudan. 

Curcag,  ahhararcan- 


Amadan  mointich. 


Clamhau-gabhlach, 
croman-lochaidh. 
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FARMS  AND   FARMING. 


English.  Scotch. 
Sparrow  Hawk, 

Moor  Buzzard,  Mire  Gled. 

Hen  Harrier,     -   ,  

Long-eared  OwL  

Bam  Owl,         -  

Ivy  Owl,  Brown  Owl,  Screech  Owl,    - 


Chimney  Swallow, 


Latii^ooios. 
Buteo  nifus, 
Buteo  airaginosn9f 
Circus  cf/anrus, 
Otua  vulgaris^    - 
Aluco  Jiammeua^ 

8tnx  Siridula, 

Hirundo  rwitiea, 
Hirumio  riparia, 
Cifpsehta  apus^  - 
Caprimulgus  Euro- 

peu8, 
Turdus  musicuSf 
Turdus  pilaris, 
Turdus  merulu, 
Turdua  torquatm, 
Sctxicola  Oenanthe, 

Saxicola  ruhetra, 

Sylvia  rubecula, 

Sylvia  photnicunis, 

Numenhis  arquata, 

OuetUiu  eanoruA, 

JSJmberiza  cUrindla, 

Emheriza  miliaria^ 

Emberiza  nivalis, 

Alanda  arvenaie, 

Panu  eoerultUf 

Parus  ater, 

Pyrrhula  vulgaris, 

Pyrgila  domestiea, 

FrmgiUa  ecebebs, 

Fringilla  cannabrinafBrown  Linnet,  - 

Fringilla  linaria,       Rose  linnet,     - 

trmgiUa  spinus.        Siskin. 

IringiUa  cardnclis,    Goldfinch, 

Pyrrhula  vulgaris.     Greenfinch, 

Troglodytes  vulgaris,CoTamon  Wren, 

Hegulus  cristatus,      Golden-crested 

Wren. 
Hegulus  i/roehUus,      Willow,  or  Yellow 


The  Swallow, 

Sand  Swallow,  - 

Common  Swift, 

European  Goat- 
sucker, 

Common  Thrush, 

Fieldfare  Thrush, 

Blackbird, 

Ring  Thrush,    - 

Fallow-chat,  Wheat 
ear,    - 

Whin-chat, 

Red-breast, 

Red-start, 

Common  Curlew, 

Cuckoo,     . 

Yellow  Bunting, 

Common  Buntmg, 

Snow  Bunting, 

Field  Lark, 

Blue  Titmouse, 

Colemou^ 

Bullfinch,  Red-hoop,  Nobe^ 

House  Sparrow, 

Chaffinch, 


Black  Martin. 
Night  Garr,  Goat 

Owl. 
Mavis, 
Feltif are,  - 
Merle, 
RingOwzel, 

Stane-chaoker,  - 
Whin-chacker, 
Robin  Red- breast, 

Whaap.     - 

Gowk, 

Yite, 

Corn  Bunting,  - 

Snow-flake, 

Laverock, 

Ox-eye. 


Shilfa,       - 
Grey  Lintie,  * 
Rose  Lintie, 

Gold-spink. 

Kitty-wren, 


Cerihkb  familiaris, 
MoUidUa  boartUa, 
MotacUla  alba, 
MotacUla  Jlava, 
Antlius  pratensis, 
Ikirdus  viscivorus, 
Thirdus  torquatus. 


Wren, 
Common  Creeper, 
Grey  Wagtail, 
White  Wagtail, 
Yellow  Wagtail 
Meadow  TiSark, 
Missel  Thrush, 
King  Thrush,    - 


Tree  Speeler. 


Meadow  Titling. 
Shreitch. 


Gaelic 
Speir-sheog. 

An-i-etm-fionn. 

Oailleach-ordhche 

gheal. 
Cumhajchag,    Coil 

leach  oidcho. 
Oobhlan-gaoiiJL 
Oobhlan-gaitibhith, 


Smeorach, 
Liairuisg. 
Lon-dubh, 
Dublk-chraige, 

CloichearaTL 

Broinn  dearg, 
Ceann  dearg, 

Cuthag,  Cuach. 
Buidheag  bhealaihd. 
Geltng-blmeichair. 
Eun-t-sneaMUudK 
Uiseag, 

CaHcheag  chean-dubh. 
Corcan-coUle, 
OeaXbhan. 
Briecan  beathcu 

OeaJan  lin. 


Olaisean  darach, 
Drealhan, 


Breal-ant-siL 


Dhubh-chraige, 


Farms  and  Farming, 
The  followinff  abstract  will  show  the  number  of  agricultural 
and  grazing  holdings  in  the  pai'ish,  in  a  classified  form,  viz. : — 


No.  at  and  above 

£100 

of  yearly  rent. 

No.  at  and  above 

£60 
and  under  £100. 

No.  at  and  above 

£20 
and  under  £50. 

No.  at  and  above 

£10 

and  under  £20. 

No.  at  and  above 

£6 
and  under  £10. 

13 

26 

32 

34 

29 

/. 


And  25  occupants  uf  houses  and  huid  under  £5  of  yearly  rent. 


TUB  NEW  YORE  PUBUC  UBRART 
HBrnnftNCR  uerArrMUKT 

tttknti  frcHii  the  Euitifiai 


